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§  1.  GENERAL  PROLOGUK 
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ffHan  that  Apiille  witK  his  shonies  Boote  [iMf  n 
The  drought*  of  marche  hath  perced  to  fe  roote 
And  hathes  euery  veyne  in  swich  liconre 
Of  which  veitne  engendiid  is  fe  floure  4- 

Whan  zephiros  ek*  with  his  swete  hreth 
Inspired  hath  in  eueiy  holt  and  het& 
The  tendie  croppis  and  fe  yonge  sonne 
Hath  in  the  lam  his  halfa  conis  yronne 
And  smale  fonles  make  melodye 
That  slepen  al  nyght  with  open  eyghe 
So  piike])  hem  nature  in  here  corages 
Hian  longen  folk*  to  gon  on  pilgiymaged 
And  palmers  for  to  soke  straunge  strondes 
To  feme  halowes  couthe  in  sondiy  londes 
And  specially  trtaa  euery. shires  ende 
Of^  engelond  to  Caunterhury  they  wende 
The  holy  blissefnl  martii'  for  to  seke 
Thal^  hem  hath  holpen  when  thaf  ]>ey  were  seke 
Byfille  ]>af  in  thaf  sesou)  on  aday 
In  southwerk*  atte  Tahbard  as  I  lay 
Eedy  to  wende  on  my  pilgrymage 
To  Cantirbury  wiffi  ful  devout*  corage 
At  nyht*  was  come  in  to  J>at*  hostellerye 
Wei  nyne  and  twenty  on  a  companye 
Of  sondry  folk*  by  auenture  yfalle 
In  fekschipe  and  pilgrymes  were  Jyey  alle 
Thaf  toward  Cafitirbery  wolde  ryde 
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The  Chamlies  and  stables  weren  wyde  28 

And  wel  weren  eaed  atte  beste 
And  schortly  whan  the  sonne  was  to  reste 
So  hadde  I  spoken  with  hem  euerychon 
That  I  was  of  here  felaschipe  anon  32 

And  made  forward  erly  for  to  rjse 
To  take  oure  wey  there  aa  I  you  deuyse 
But  natheles  whil  I  haue  tyme  and  space 
Or  ])af  I  ferther  in  this  tale  pace  36 

Me  thynkej>  if  accordant*  to  reson) 
To  telle  yow  al  the  Condicion) 

Of*  ech  of*  hem  so  as  if  semed  me  Dmt  i,  bMk} 

And  whiche  they  were,  and  of  what*  degie  40 

And  eke  in  what*  array  ^af  they  were  Inne 
And  af  a  knyghf  ^n  I  wol  first*  higynne 
A   knyght*  Jyer  was  and  ])at*  a  worthy  man 
-^  That  fro  ]>e  tyme  y&i  he  ferst*  bigan  44 

To  riden  out*,  he  louede  Chyualrye 
Trouthe  and  honour  fredom  and  curtesye 
fEul  worthy  was  he  in  his  lordis  werre 
And  therto  hadde  he  ryden  no  man  ferre  48 

As  wel  in  Cristendom  as  in  hethenesse 
And  euere  honoured  for  his  worthynesse 
If  At  Alisaundre  he  was  whan  it  [was]  wonne' 
ffiil  ofte  tyme  he  hadde  the  bord  bigonne  52 

Aboven  alle  naciouns  in  Pruce 
In  lettowe  had  he  reysed  and  in  Bnce 
No  cristene  man  so  ofte  of*  his  degre 
In  Gemade  at  the  sege  ek*  hadde  he  be  56 

Of  Algezire  and  riden  in  belmarye 
At  Lyeis  was  he  and  at  Satalye 
When  they  were  wonne  and  in  the  grete  see 
At  many  a  noble  armeye  had  he  be  60 

At  mortel  batailles  had  he  ben  fyftene 
And  fouhten  for  oure  M&  at  tramessene 
In  lystes  thryes.  and  ay  slayne  his  foo 
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This  like  wortibj  kiiyght<  had  hen  also  64 

Somfyine  with  the  lord  of  Palatye 

Ayeyn  an  othir  hethen  in  Turkye 

And  enere  more  he  haddo  a  souereyne  piy 

And  thongti  J>at  he  was  worthy  he  was  wys  68 

And  of  his  port*  as  meke  as  is  a  mayde 

He  nener  yet  no  velonye  ne  sayde 

In  al  his  lyf  vnto  no  manere  wighf 

He  was  a  verrey  parfif  gentil  knygfil^  72 

ffor  to  tellen  yow  of  his  array 

His  hoTS  weren  gode.  buf  he  was  not  gay 

Of  fastyon)  he  werede  a  gepofi 

Al  biamotered  with  his  habiigeon)  76 

ffor  he  was  late  ycome  from  his  viage  dMif  q 

And  wente  for  to  don  his  pilgrymage 

"llTith  hym  ^er  was  his  sone  a  yong  squyere 

^ '    A  louyere  and  a  lusty  bachelere  80 

Witfi  lockes  cmlle  as  they  were  leyd  in  presse 

Of  twenfy  yere  of  age  he  was  I  gesse 

Of  his  stature  lie  was  of  euene  lengtne 

And  wondirly  delyuere  and  gret*  of  strengthe  84 

And  he  hadde  be  somtyme  in  chyuachye 

In  fflaundres  in  Artoys  and  in  Pikaidye 

And  bom  him  wel  as  of  so  litil  space 

In  bope  to  stonde  in  his  lady  grace  88 

Embroyded  was  he  as  it  were  a  mede 

Aft  ful  of  £resshe  floures  white  and  rede 

Syngynge  be  was.  or  floytynge  al  the  day 

He  was  also  fiessh  oajBfe  monetH  of  may  92 

Short  was  his  gowne  with  sieves  longe  and  wyde 

Wel  koude  he  sitte  on  an  hors  and  faire  ryde 

Ho  koude  songes  make,  and  wel  endite 

luste  and  ek^  dau;2ce  and  wel  portrey  and  write.  96 

So  bote  he  louede.  that  by  nygter  tale 

He  slepte  namore  than  doth  a  nygfityngale 

Corteys  he  was  lowely  and  servisable 
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And  karf  bifom  his  £eulir  at  the  table  100 

AXothir  yeman  hadde  he  and  seruafites  na  mo 

Af  that*  tyme.  for  hym  lygf  jyde  so 

And  he  was  clad  in  coote  and  hood  of  grene 

A  sheef  of«  pocok*  arewes  biyghf  and  kene  104 

Vndir  his  belt*  he  bar  full  thriftily 

Wei  couthe  he  dresse  his  takel  yemanly 

Hise  arewes  drouped  noght*  with  fe))eres  lowe 

And  in  his  hond  he  bar  a  myghty  bowe  108 

A  not*  hed  hadde  he  with  a  broun  yisage 

Of*  wode  craft  wel  couthe  he  al  the  vsage 

Vppon  his  arme  he  bar  a  gay  bracei' 

And  by  his  side  a  swerd  and  a  bokeW  112 

And  on  that  o^ir  syde  a  gay  daggere 

Hameysed  wel  and  sharp  as  poynt*  of"  spere 

A  CrigtoSre  on  his  bresf  of  seluer  shene  [}ui%  xmoo 

An  horn  he  bar  the  bawdrik*  was  of  grene  116 

A  foster  was  he  sotly  as  I  gesse 

rnher  was  a  nonne  also  a  prioresse 

•*  That"  of  hir  smylynge  was  f ul  symple  and  coy 

Hire  grettesf  ooth  was  buf  by  sey[n]te  loy  120 

And  she  was  clepid  ma  dame  Englentyne 

flfnl  wel  she  song*  the  seruyse  divyne 

Entuned  in  hire  nose  ful  semyly 

And  &enshe  she  spak*  ful  Mre  and  fetyaly  124 

Affcir  the  skole  of  Stratfor<l  atte  bowe 

ffor  firensch  of  Parys  was  to  hire  vnknowe 

At  mete  wel  I-taught  was  sche  with  alle 

She  leef  no  morsel  from  hir  lippes  falle  128 

Ne  wete  hire  fyngres  in  hire  sanse  depe 

Wel  couthe  she  caiye  a  morsel  and  wel  kepe 

That  no  drope  ne  fUle  yppon  hire  broste 

In  curtesye  was  set*  ful  moohel  hire  leste  132 

Hire  ouer  lippe  wiped  she  so  clene 

That  in  hir  cuppe  ther  was  no  ferthing  sene 

Of  greco  whan  she  dronken  hadde  hire  draugtite 
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fful  aemyly  aftir  hir  mete  she  raughte  136 

And  aikerly  sciie  was  of  gref  disporte 
And  ful  plesaunt  and  amable  of  poite 
And  peynede  hire  to  countecfete  chere 
Of  coorf.  and  to  ben  estatllclie  of  manere  140 

And  to  be  bolden  digne  of*  leueience 
But  for  to  speken  of  Mr  Condense 
She  was  so  charitable  and  so  pitous 
She  wolde  wepe  yif*  thaf  she  sauK  a  mous  144 

Kau^[t]  in  a  trappe  yif"  it  were  ded  or  bledde 
Of  smale  honndes  had  she  that*  she  fedde 
With  rostid  flessh  or  myllC  or  wastelbrede 
Bnf  sore  wepte  she  yf  oon  of  hem  were  dede  148 

Or  yf  men  smoot  yf^  with  a  yerde  smerte 
And  al  was  conscience  and  tendre  herte 
finl  semeliche  hire  wympil  pynchid  was 
Hir  nose  was  streigtLf.  hire  eighen  grey  as  glas  152 

Hire  mouth  ful  smal  and  therto  softe  and  rede  [iMtf  8} 

But  sekerly  she  hadde  a  fair  forhede 
It  was  almost  a  spanne  brood  I  trowe 
ffor  hardely  she  was  nouht  vndiigrowe  156 

fful  fetys  was  hir  cloke  as  I  was  waar 
Of  smal  coral  aboute  hir  arme  die  baar 
A  paiie  of  bedys  gaudid  al  with  grene 
And  ther  on  hyng*  a  broche  of  gold  ful  shene  160 

On  which  fer  was  firsf  writen  a  crowned  A 
And  aftir  amor  vincit*  omnia 
An  othir  Nonne  with  hire  hadde  she 
That  was  hire  chapeleyn.  and  prestes  thre  164 

A   monk*  ^er  was  a  fair  for  the  maistrye 
-^  An  ouf  ridere  that*  loued  venerye 
A  manly  man  to  ben  an  Abbot*  able 
fful  many  a  deynte  hors  hadde  he  in  stable  168 

And  whanne  he  rood .  men  myhte  his  bryditt  here 
Gynglynge  in  a  whistelynge  wynd  as  clere 
And  eke  as  loude  as  dooth  ))e  chapel  belle 
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Thei  as  tliis  loid  was  keper  of  the  selle  172 

The  leiile  of  seynt*  Mauie  or  of  seint  Benet^ 

Bi  cause  ]>at  yt  was  olde  and  somdel  streit 

This  ylke  monke  leet  olde  J^ynges  pace 

And  heeld  aftir  the  newe  world  the  space  176 

He  yaf  noiiht<  of  the  texf  a  ptdled  hen 

That*  seith  that*  hunters  be  nouht*  holy  men 

Ne  that  a  monke  whan  he  is  recheles 

Is  likened  tille  a  fisshe  ^af  is  watirles  180 

This  is  to  seye  a  monke  out*  of*  his  cloistre 

But  thilke  text*  held  he  nouhf  worth  an  oystre 

And  I  seyde  his  opynion)  was  good 

What  shulde  he  studie.  and  make  hymself  wood  184 

Ypon  a  book*  alwey  in  cloistre  to  poure 

Or  swynke  with  his  hondis  and  laboure 

As  Austyn  bit.  hou  shal  the  world  be  serued 

Lat  Austyn  haue  his  swynk*  to  him  reserued  188 

Therfore  he  was  a  pricasour  aright* 

Grehoundes  he  hadde  /  as  swiff  as  foule  in  fli^f 

Of  prikynge  and  of*  huntynge  for  the  hare  pMrs.baek] 

Was  al  his  lust*  for  no  cost  wole  he  spare  192 

I  seigh  hise  sieves  I-purfiled  at*  the  hone} 

With  grys  and  thaf  the  fynesf  of  a  lend 

And  for  to  festne  his  hood  vndir  the  Chynne 

He  hadde  of  gold  wrought*  a  ful  curious  pynne  196 

A  loue  knotte  in  the  gretter  ende  ^er  was 

His  hed  was  ballyd  thaf  shon  as  ony  glas 

And  eke  his  face,  as  he  hadde  ben  anoynf 

He  was  a  lord  ful  £af  and  in  good  poynf  200 

Hise  eighen  stepe  and  roUynge  in  his  hede 

That  stemede  as  a  foumeys  of  a  lede 

Hise  botes  souple  his  hors  in  grete  estate 

Kow  certeynly  he  was  a  fair  prelate  204 

He  nas  nat  pale  as  a  forpyned  goosf 

A  fat  swan  louede  he  besf  of  any  roosf 

His  paUray  was  [as]  broun)  as  ys  a  beiye 
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A   fi&ere  ther  was  a  wa[n]touiie  and  [a]  merye  208 

-^  A  lymytour  a  ful  solempne  man 
In  alle  the  ordres  fbnre  is  noon  that*  can 
So  mochel  of  daliailce  and  fair  langi^e 
He  hadde  made  fill  many  a  Manage  212 

Of  yonge  wommen  af  his  owne  cost^ 
Yn  to  his  oidre  he  was  a  noble  post 
fful  wel  biloned  and  f amulier  was  he 
With  j&ankeleynes  oueral  in  his  contie  216 

And  with  worthy  wommea  of  the  toun 
ffor  he  hadde  power  of*  confessioun 
As  seide  hym  self  more  than  a  Cniaf 
Ifor  [of]  his  ordie  he  was  lycenciaf  220 

fful  swetely  herede  he  confession) 
And  plesaunf  was  his  absolucion) 
He  was  an  esy  man  to  yeae  penafice 
Ther  as  he  wiste  to  han  a  good  pitafice  224 

ffor  wnto  a  pore  ordre  for  to  yeue 
Is  signe  thal^  a  man  ys  wel  yshreve 
ffor  yf*  he  yaf  he  derate  make  avaunt 
He  wiste  ]>ati  a  man  was  repentaunf  228 

ffor  many  a  man  is  so  haid  of*  his  herte  i>af  4] 

He  may  noght^  wepe  al  ]>ou&  him  sore  smerte 
Ther  fore  in  stede  of  wepynge  and  preieres 
Men  mote  yene  seiner  /  to  the  pore  freres  232 

His  tipet  was  ay  fossed  fdl  of  knyfes 
And  pynnes  for  to  yene  faire  wyfes 
And  certeynly  he  hadde  a  mery  note 
Wel  coude  he  syngen  and  playen  on  a  roote  236 

Of  yeddynges  he  bar  vttirly  the  pryce 
His  necke  white  was  as  the  flour  delyce 
Therto  he  was  strong  as  a  champioun 
He  knew  the  tauemes  wel  in  every  toun  240 

And  eueriche  Osteller  and  tapestere 
Bet  than  a  lazer  or  a  beggere 
ffor  vnto  swich  a  worthy  man  as  he 
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Acordith  noutLt  as  by  liis  fiicolte  244 

To  haue  with  swich  seke  lazeis  aqueyntafice 

It  18  nouHt  honest  /  it  may  nou&t  avaflce 

ffor  to  delen  witk  swich  poraille 

But  al  with  riche  and  silleis  of*  vitaille  248 

And  oueial  thei  as  profite  sholde  aiyse 

Curtays  he  was  and  lowely  of  seruyse 

Ther  nas  no  man  nowher  so  yertuous 

He  was  the  beste  beggere  in  his  hous  252 

[• 

no  gap  in  the  M8J\ 

ffor  ])onh  a  widewe  hadde  nouhf  a  sho 
So  plesaunf  was  his  Inpiincipio 
Yef  wolde  he  haue  a  ferthyng<  or  he  wente 
His  purchace  was  wel  bettere  ]>an  his  rente  256 

And  rage  he  couthe  as  it*  were  nht*  a  whelpe 
In  lonedaies  ther  coude  he  mochil  helpo 
ffor  ther  he  was  not*  liche  a  cloistrere 
With  a  thredbare  cope  as  a  pore  scolere  260 

But  he  was  lyke  a  maistir  or  a  pope 
Of  doable  worstede  was  his  semy  cope 
That  rounded  as  a  belle  ont*  of  the  presse 
Somwhaf  he  lipsede  for  his  wantonesse  264 

To  make  his  englysdl  swete  yppon  his  tonge 
And  in  his  harpynge  whan  ^at  he  had  songe 
Hise  eyghen  twyndede  in  his  hede  aright*  \)mii,  1mu&] 

As  doon  the  sterres  in  a  frosty  nyht  268 

This  worthy  lymytour  was  clepid  huberl^ 
A   Marchant  was  ther  with  a  longe  beni 
•^  In  motle  and  heyh  on  horse  he  satte 
Yppon  his  hened  a  flaundrisshe  beuer  hatte  272 

Hise  botiB  clapsid  faire  and  fetisly 
His  resouns  he  spak*  ful  solempnely 
Shewynge  alwey  the  encres  of«  his  wynnynge 
He  wolde  the  see  were  kept  for  any  thynge  276 

Bitwixe  Middelbuigh  and  Orewelle 
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Wei  coude  lie  in  eschange  sheldes  selle 

This  worfchj  man  fol  wel  his  witte  bisette 

Ther  wiste  no  wighf  that*  he  was  in  dette  280 

So  estatly  was  he  of*  his  gouemafLce 

With  his  baigaynes  and  with  his  cheuyssafice 

fforsothe  he  was  a  worthy  man  with  alle 

But  sothely  to  seyne  I  not*  how  men  hym  calle  284 

A   Clerk  fer  was  of*  Oxenforde  also 
-^  Thaf  vnto  logyk*  hadde  longe  I-go 
As  lene  was  his  hors  as  ys  a  rake 

And  he  was  nof  right  faf  I  wndirtake  288 

But  lokede  holewh  and  ]>erto  soburly 
fiiil  thredbare  was  his  ouerest  Courtepy 
ffor  he  hadde  yif  geten  him  no  benefice 
Ke  was  so  wordly  [for]  to  haue  office  292 

ffor  hym  was  leueie  haue  at*  his  bed  hede 
Twenty  bokes  clad  in  blak*  or  rede 
Of  Aristotle  and  his  philosophie 

Then  robes  riche  or  fithel  or  gay  sautrye  296 

But*  al  be  thaf  he  was  a  philosofre 
Yet  hadde  he  but  lit«l  gold  in  cofre 
But  al  thaf  he  myhte  of  his  frendes  hente 
On  bokes  and  on  lemynge  he  if  spente  300 

And  besily  gan  for  tho  soules  preye 
Of  hem  that  yaf  hjm  wharwith  to  skole-aye 
Of  studie  took*  he  moost  cure  and  most  hede 
Naughf  a  word  spak*  he  /  more  than  was  nede  /  304 

And  thaf  was  seid  in  forme  and  reuerence  C1«^b] 

And  shorf  and  quyk*  and  ful  [of]  hey  sentence 
Sownynge  in  moral  vertue  was  his  speche 
And  gladly  wolde  he  leme  and  gladly  teche  308 

A   seigailt  o^  the  la  we  /  wax'  and  wys 
-^  Thaf  often  hadde  ben  atte  parvys 
That  was  also  ful  riche  of  excellence 
Discret  he  was  and  of  gret  reuerence  312 

He  semed  swich  hise  wordis  wem  so  wise 
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lustice  he  was  fdl  often  in  assise 
By  patent  anS,  by  pleyn  commyssioun 
ffor  his  science,  and  for  his  high  renoun  316 

Ofi  fees  and  robes  hadde  he  many  on 
So  gret  a  pnrchassoux  was  nowher  non 
Al  was  fee  symple  to  him  in  effecte 
His  purchassynge  myht  nouht  ben  infecte  320 

I^owher  so  besy  a  man  as  he  ther  nas 
And  yet  he  semed  bisiere  than  he  was 
In  termes  hadde  he  caas  and  domes  alle 
That  from  the  tyme  of  kyng*  william  were  falle  324 

Therto  he  cowde  endite  and  make  a  thyng< 
Ther  couthe  no  wighf  pynche  af  his  writyng* 
And  euery  statute  couthe  he  pleyne  by  roote 
He  rood  but  homely  in  a  medle  coote  328 

Gerf  with  a  sent*  of  selk"  wi|>  barres  smale 
Of  his  array  telle  I  no  lenger  tale 
A   fi&ankeleyn  was  in  his  cr^mpaignye 
-^  Whit*  was  his  ber<l  as  is  the  daieseye  332 

Of  his  complexioun  he  was  sangwyne 
Wei  louede  he  by  the  morewe  a  soppe  in  wyne 
To  lyuen  in  delite  euere  was  his  wone 
ffor  he  was  Epioumes  owne  sone  336 

That  helde  opynyon)  fat  pleyn  delite 
Was  verrey  felicite  parfite 
An  houshaldere  and  that*  a  greet*  was  he 
Seint  lulyan  he  was  in  his  contre  340 

His  bred  his  ale  was  alleweys  aftir  oon 
A  bettir  envyned  man  /  was  nowher  noon  / 
With  oute  bakemete  was  neuere  his  hous  DeBfs>taek] 

Of  fissche  and  ileisshe  and  fat  so  plentevous  344 

It  snewede  in  his  hous  o^  mete  and  drynke 
Of  alle  deyntethes  that*  men  couthe  thinke 
Aftir  the  sondry  sesons  of  the  yere 

So  changed  he  his  mete  and  his  sopere  348 

fful  many  a  fat*  partrich  hadde  he  in  Mewe 
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And  rnaay  a  breme  and  many  a  lace  in  stewe 

Wo  was  his  cook*  but'  [if]  his  sauce  were 

Poynanf  and  sharps  and  ledj  al  his  gere  352 

His  table  donnant  in  his  haUe  al  way 

Stood  redy  couered  al  the  longe  day 

At  sessions  ther  was  he  lord  and  sire 

ffiil  often  tyme  he  was  knyght*  of  the  shire  356 

An  anelas  and  a  gypsere  al  of*  silke 

Heng^  at  his  girdel  white  as  mome  mylke 

A  sherreffi  had  he  ben  /  and  a  comptour 

Was  nowher  swich  a  worthy  yaaasoui  360 

A  N  habirdasshere  and  a  Carpenter 
-^  A  Webbe.  a  Diere  and  a  Tapecere 
And  they  were  clothid  alle  in  oo  lyuere 
Of*  a  solempne  and  a  greet*  firatemyte  364 

ffiil  fressh  and  newe  here  gere  apiked  was 
Here  knyfes  nere  chap[ed]  nouhf  with  bras 
But  al  with  syluer  wrought  ful  clene  and  wel 
Here  gerdelles  and  her  pouches  euery  del  368 

Wel  semed  ech  of*  hem  a  fair  burgeys 
To  sitten  in  a  yeldhaUe  on  a  deys 
Eueriche  for  the  wisdom  that*  he  can 
Was  shaply  for  to  bene  an  Aldirman  372 

For  cateli  hadde  they  I-nouh  and  Rente 
And  eke  her  wifes  woldo  if  wel  assente 
And  elles  certeyn[ly]  they  were  to  blame 
If  is  ful  fair  to  be  clepid  Madame  376 

And  gon  to  vigilies  al  be  fore 
And  haue  a  mantel  rialliche  I-bore 

A    Cook*  they  hadde  /  with  hem  for  the  nones 
■^  To  boille  the  chikenes  with  ]>e  maribones  380 

And  poudre  Marchanf  tarf  of  Gallyngale  Qeaf  6] 

Wel  kowde  he  knowe  a  drai]&t  of  london)  ale 
He  Couthe  roste  and  sethe  and  broyle  and  £&ye 
Maken  Mortrews  and  wel  bake  a  pye  384 

But  gret  ha[r]m  was  if  /  as  it  thouhte  me 
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That<  on  his  shene  a  xnoimal  hadde  hd 
For  blank*  mangei*  that  made  he  with  the  beste 
A   Shipman  was  ther  /  wonyng*  fer  bi  weste  388 

"^  For  ouht  I  woot*  he  was  of*  Dertemouthe 
He  rood  vppon  a  Eouncy  as  he  couthe 
In  a  gowne  of*  ffaldyng*  to  the  kne 

A  daggai'  hangynge  in  a  lace  hadde  he  392 

Aboute  his  necke  vndir  his  arme  doun 
The  hote  sonier  hadde  made  his  hiew  al  broun 
And  Certeynly  he  was  a  good  felawe 
fful  many  a  drai]&t  of  wyn  hadde  he  drawe  396 

fi&om  buideuz  ward  while  the  chapmen  slope 
Of  nyce  conscience  took*  he  no  kepe 
Yif  that*  he  fauhf  /  and  hadde  the  heiheio  bond 
By  watir  he  sente  hem  home  to  euery  lond  400 

But  of  his  craft  /  to  rikene  wel  his  tydes 
His  stiemes  and  his  daunger  him  bisydes 
His  herbenih.  his  moone  and  his  lodmanage 
Ther  nos  noon  such  from  hulk  to  Cartage  404 

Hardy  he  was  /  and  wys  to  vndirtake 
With  many  a  tempest*  had  his  herd  be  shake 
He  knew  alle  the  hauenes  as  they  were 
fi&o  gutlond  to  the  cape  de  fynystere  408 

And  euery  cryke  in  bretaygne  and  in  Spayne 
His  barge  y-clepid  was  the  maudeleyne 

With  us  ther  was  a  doctour  of*  fiOusik* 
In  al  this  world  ne  was  ther  none  hym  lik*  412 

To  speke  of  fisike  and  of  surgerye 
ffor  he  was  grounded  in  astronomye 
He  kepte  his  pacient*  a  ful  greet*  del 
In  houres  by  his  magik*  naturel  416 

Wel  couthe  he  fortune  the  assendent* 
Of*  his  ymages  for  his  pacient* 

He  knew  the  cause  of*  euery  maladye  V^d  e,  bMk] 

Were  it*  of  hoot*  or  cold  or  moysf  or  drye  420 

And  wher  engendred  and  [of]  what  humour 
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He  was  a  Teney  parfit*  practisonr 
The  cause  I-knowe  and  of  his  harm  the  roote 
Anoon  he  yaf  the  sike  man  his  boote  424 

Sal  ledy  hadde  he  hise  apotecaries 
To  sende  hem  dnigges  /  and  his  letuaiies 
ffor  ech  of  hem  made  othir  for  to  wynne 
Her  frendshipe  nas  nat  newe  to  bigynne  428 

Wei  knew  he  the  olde  Escalapius 
And  diascoride  and  els*  Rufus 
Old  ypocras  Hayly  and  Galien 

Seiapion  Basis  and  Anysen  432 

Aneioys  Damascien  and  constaniyne 
Bernard  and  Gatisden  and  Gilbertyne 
0^  his  diete  mesnrable  was  he 

ffor  it  was  of«  no  superfluyte  436 

£ot  of>  gief  noishinge  and  digestable 
His  stndie  was  but*  litel  on  the  bible 
In  sangweyn  and  in  perce  he  clad  was  al 
Lyned  with  Taffata  and  with  sendal  440 

And  yet  he  was  but  esy  of*  dispense 
He  kepte  that*  he  wan  in  pestilence 
fibr  gold  in  Phisik*  is  a  coideal 

Therfoie  he  louede  gold  in  special  444 

A   Good  wifiP<  ther  was  of  besides  bathe 
"^  But  she  was  somdel  def  and  fat  was  scathe 
Of  cloth  makynge  sche  hadde  such  an  hount 
She  passid  hem  of  ypies  and  of  Gaunt  448 

In  aUe  the  paiisch  wif  ne  was  ther  noon 
That  to  the  of^rynge  tofom  hir  shulde  goon 
And  yf  ther  dide  /  certeyn  wroth  was  she 
That  she  was  out  of  alpe]  charite  452 

Hir  couerchefes  ful  fyne  were  of  ground! 
I  durste  swere  they  weyeden  ten  pound 
That  on  a  Sonday  weren  vpon  hire  hede 
Hit  hosen  weren  of>  fyne  scarlet*  rede  456 

fful  streight  I-teied  /  and  shoes  ful  moist*  and  newe     peaf  ?] 
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Bold  was  bir  face  and  faiie  /  and  red  of  hiewe 
She  was  a  worth!  womman  al  hix  lyue 
Housbondes  atte  chirche  dore  she  hadde  fyue  460 

With  outen  othir  companie  in  yonthe 
But  ther  of>  nedith  nou^t*  to  speke  as  nonthe 
And  thries  hadde  she  bene  at  lerasalem 
She  had[de]  passed  many  a  strange  strem  464 

At  Home  sche  had  ben  /  and  at  boloyne 
In  Galice  at  saint  lame  and  at  Coloigne 
She  koude  moche  on  wandrynge  bi  the  weye 
(xat  tothid  was  she  sothely  for  to  seie  468 

Yp  on  an  Amblere  esily  she  satte 
I-wympled  wel  and  on  hir  heed  an  hatte 
As  brood  as  is  a  bokellere  or  a  targe 
A  fof  mantel  abouten  hire  hipes  large  472 

And  on  hire  feet*  a  paire  of*  spores  sharpe 
In  felaschipe  wel  couthe  sche  lawhe  and  carpe 
Of  remedies  of  lone  she  knen^  parchaunce 
ffbr  she  couthe  of  that  art  the  daunce  476 

1   Good  man  was  there  of  religioun 
-^  And  was  a  pore  persoun  of  a  tou« 
But  riche  he  was  of*  holy  thoulit  and  werk* 
He  was  also  a  lemed  man  and  a  clerk*  480 

That  Cnstes  gospel  treuly  wolde  preche 
His  parisschens  deuoutly  wolde  he  teche 
Benyngne  he  was  and  wondir  diHgent* 
And  in  aduersite  /  ful  pacienf  484 

And  swich  he  was  [ijpreued  ofte  sithes 
£ful  looth  were  him  to  cursen  for  his  tythes 
But  rather  wolde  he  yeuen  ouf  of  doute 
Vnto  his  poure  parisshens  aboute  488 

Of  his  offiynge  and  of*  his  substafice 
He  couthe  in  litil  thing*  han  suffisafico 
Wide  was  hise  parisshe  and  houses  far  asondir 
But  he  ne  lafte  nouthir  for  rayne  ne  for  thundir  492 

In  sikeneese  nor  in  meschief  to  visite 
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The  ferrest  in  bis  pariscli  myclie  and  lite 

Yp  on  his  fete  /  and  in  his  hond  a  staff>  Oaf  7,  i»ek] 

This  noble  ensample  to  his  shepe  he  yaf  496 

That*  feist*  he  wroughte.  and  aftirwaix)  fat  he  tauhte 

Ont*  of  the  gospel  he  ]>o  wordes  cauhte 

And  this  figore  he  addede  ek*  therto 

That*  yf  gold  roste  /  what*  shal  lien  do  500 

Foi  if  a  piesf  be  foul  on  whom  we  triste 

Ko  wondii  is  a  lewed  man  to  roste 

And  shame  it  is  yf*  a  prest  take  kepe 

A  shiten  shepeide  and  a  clene  shepe  504 

Wei  ouhte  a  preest  ensample  for  to  yeue 

By  his  clennesse  hou  that*  his  sheepe  shulde  lyue 

He  set*  nauht  his  benefice  to  hiie 

And  leef  his  sheep  acombied  in  the  myie  508 

And  lan  to  london  vn  to  seint  Ponies 

To  seke  hym  a  chaiiteiye  for  soules 

Or  with  a  bietherhede  to  bene  with  holde 

Bnt*  dnelte  af  home  /  and  kepte  wel  his  folde  512 

So  that*  the  wolf  ne  made  it*  not*  myscaiye 

He  was  a  shepperde  and  not*  a  meicenaiie 

And  thonb  he  holy  were  and  vertuous 

He  was  nouhf  to  synfol  men  dispitous  516 

Ke  o&  his  speche  daungerous  ne  digne 

Bat  in  his  techynge  discrel'  and  benygne 

To  diawen  folk*  to  henene  by  faimesse 

By  good  ensample  /  this  was  his  bisynesse  520 

But*  if  were  eny  peison)  obstynate 

What*  so  he  weie  of"  heigh  or  lowh  estate 

Hym  wolde  he  snebbe  shaiply  for  the  nones 

A  bettie  prest  I  tiowe  ^at  nowher  noon  es  524 

He  waitede  afbir  no  pompe  and  reuerence 

Ne  maked  hym  a  spiced  conscience 

But  cristes  lore  /  and  hise  apostles  tuelue 

He  tauhte  /  but  ferst  he  folewed  in  hywiselue  528 

With  hym  ther  was  a  plouhman  /  was  his  biojir 
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That*  hadde  I-lad  of  dong  M  many  a  fothir 

And  a  trewe  swynkeie  and  a  good  was  lie 

Lyvynge  in  pees  /  and  paifit*  charite  532 

God  loued  he  besf  with  al  his  hole  herte  cimTS] 

At*  alle  tjmes  thouh  he  gamed  or  smerte 

And  than  his  neighbure  riht  as  hymselue 

He  wolde  thresshe  and  therto  dike  aivd  delue  536 

For  cristes  sake  /  for  eueiy  pouere  wight 

With  oute  hire  /  yif  hit  lay  in  his  myght 

Hise  tythis  payed  he  ful  faire  and  wel 

Bothen  of  his  propre  swynke  and  his  catel  540 

In  a  tabbard  he  rood  vp  on  a  mere 

Ther  was  also  a  Beye  and  a  Mellere 

A  somenour  and  a  Pardoner  also 

A  Maimciple  and  my  self*  ther  nar  na  mo  544 

rphe  mellere  was  a  strong*  carle  for  the  nones 

-^  fful  bigge  he  was  /  of  brawne  and  ek*  of  bones 

That  proued  wel  /  for  oueral  thare  he  cam 

Atte  wrastelynge  /  he  wolde  haue  a-wey  the  ram  548 

He  was  short  sholdred  a  thicke  knarre 

Ther  was  no  dore  that  he  ne  wolde  heue  of  barre 

Or  breke  it  at<  a  rennynge  with  his  heed 

His  herd  as  any  sowe  or  fox  was  reed  552 

And  therto  brood  as  ])onh  if  were  a  spade 

Vp  on  the  cop  right*  of  his  nose  he  hade 

A  werte  and  ]>eron  stood  a  tuft  of*  heres 

Eede  as  the  brysteles  of*  a  sowes  eres  556 

His  nose  )>rilles  blakd  were  and  wyde 

A  swerd  and  a  bokelere  bar  he  be  his  side 

His  mouthe  as  greet*  was  as  a  greet*  foumeys 

He  was  a  iangelere  and  a  goliardeys  560 

And  that*  was  moosf  of"  synne  and  of*  harlotryes 

Wel  couthe  he  stele  com  /  and  telle  thryes 

And  yit*  he  hadde  a  thombe  of  gold  parde 

A  white  cote  and  a  blewe  hood  wered  he  564 

A  bagge-pipe  wel  couthe  he  blowe  and  sowne 
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And  ]^erwith  al  he  bronhf  us  onf  of  towne 
A    Gentil  manciple  was  fer  o[f]  a  temple 
-^  Of*  which  a  catour  myghte  take  ensample  668 

ffoi  to  hen  wise  in  biynge  of  vitaille 
ffor  whe])ir  fai  he  payed  /  or  toke  by  taiUe 
Algate  he  waitede  so  in  his  achate  [leaf  8^  iMek] 

That  he  was  ay  befom  and  in  good  estate  572 

IScfw  is  nof  ^af  of  god  a  fal  fair  grace 
That  such  a  lewed  mannes  wit  shal  pace 
The  wysdom  of  an  hepe  of  lemed  men 
Of  maystres  hadde  he  mo  fan  thxies  ten  576 

That  weze  of  lawe  expert*  an  Curious 
Of  wich  ther  was  a  doseyn  in  that*  hons 
Worthy  to  bene  stywardes  of  Rente  and  lon<i 
Of  any  lord  that  is  in  Ingelond  580 

To  make  hym  lyne  by  his  propre  good 
In  honour  detteles  but*  if  that*  he  were  wood 
Or  lyue  als  skarsly  as  hym  lyst  desire 
And  able  for  to  helpen  al  a  shire  584 

In  any  caa  that  myhte  falle  or  happe 
And  yit  this  Maunciple  sette  ther  althir  cappe 
fFhe  Bene  was  a  sclendre  colerik*  man 
-^  His  herd  was  shaue  /  as  nyhe  as  euer  he  can  588 

His  heer  was  by  hise  eres  ful  rounde  yshome 
His  toppe  was  docked  like  a  prest  byfome 
fpal  longe  were  his  legges  and  fill  lene 
I-hke  a  staf*  /  ther  was  no  calf>  ysene  592 

Wei  couthe  he  kepe  a  Gamer  or  a  bynne 
Ther  was  none  auditour  couthe  on  hym  wywne 
Wei  wiste  he  /  by  the  drought  and  by  the  reyne 
The  yeldynge  of  his  seed  /  and  of"  his  greyne  596 

Hise  lordes  sheep«  /  hise  neete  /  hise  dayerie 
His  swyne  /  his  hors  /  his  stoor  /  and  his  pultrye 
Was  hoolly  in  this  reues  gouemynge 
And  by  his  covenafit*  /  yaf  the  rekenynge  600 

Syn  that  his  lord  was  twenty  yeer  of  age 
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Ther  couthe  no  man  biynge  hym  in  a-reiage 
Ther  nas  baylyf  ne  heide  nor  othir  hyne 
That  lie  ne  knew  his  aleighte  and  his  covyne  604 

They  were  a-diad  of  hym  /  as  of  the  deth 
His  wonynge  was  ful  faiie  ypon  an  het& 
With  grene  trees  /  shadewed  was  his  place 
He  couthe  bettre  than  his  lord  purchace  608 

fiful  riche  he  was  astored  prynely  [tef «} 

His  lorde  he  con]>e  wel  plese.  and  snb[t]ily 
To  jene  and  lene  him  of  his  owne  goode 
To  haue  a  ^nke  and  yit*  a  cote  and  hode  612 

In  3ou]>e  he  had  lered  a  good  mistere 
He  was  a  wel  good  wr^t*  a  Carpentero 
This  Bene  satte  ypon  a  wel  good  stot* 
That*  was  al  pomel  grey  and  highte  scot*  616 

A  longe  Snrcote  of  Peers  yppon  he  hadde 
And  by  his  side  he  bare  a  rosty  blade 
Of  Northfolk  was  ^is  Eeue  of  which  I  telle 
Besides  a  tonne  men  clepen  if  Baldewelle  620 

Tukked  he  was  as  is  a  frere  abonte 
And  euere  he  rode  ]>e  hynderesf  of  wjct  route 
A  Somno«<r  was  ther  wi^  ys  in  that  place 
■^  That"  had  a  fury  cherubynes  face  624 

ffor  Sauseflewme  he  was  wi^  eyen  narowe 
Als  bote  he  was  and  leccherous  as  a  sparowe 
With  scalled  browes.  blak*  and  pilled  beerde 
Of  his  visage  children  weren  arferde  628 

Ther  nas  quyk*  siLuei^  litarge  or  bremstofi 
Boras  orsure  no  oyle  of  tartre  ndon 
Ne  oynemenf  fat*  wold[e]  dense  and  byte 
That  him  myghf  helpe  of  his  whelkes  white  632 

Ne  of  [the]  knobbes  sitting*  in  his  chekes 
Wel  loued  he  garlike,  oynyofls  and  eke  lekes 
And  for  to  drink  strong*  wyne  rede  as  blode 
Than  wolde  he  speke  and  cry  as  he  were  wode  636 

And  whan  [that]  he  wel  dronken  had  J)e  wyne 
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Than  wolde  be  speke  no  worde  bat*  latyne 
A  fewe  teermes  bad  be  two  or  thxe 
That^  be  bad  lemed  oaf  of  som  decree  640 

If o  wonder  is  be  berJ  to  al  ^  day 
And  eke  30  knowen  if  wel  bow  ^t  a  lay 
Can  clepe  watf  as  wel  as  can  ^e  pope 
Baf  wbo  so  cou]^e  in  o^er  pinff  hjm  grope  644 

Tban  bad  be  spent*  al  bis  Pbilosopbie  cioaf  0,  iwck] 

Ay  qnestio  quid  iuiis  wold  be  ciye 
He  was  a  gentile  barlof  and  a  kinde 
A  better  felawe  sbul[de]  men  nof  fynde  648 

He  wolde  suffiie  for  a  quaite  of  wyne 
A  good  felawe  to  bane  bis  concubyne 
A  twelne  mont^  and  excuse  him  at^  fdlle 
finl  prtuely  eke  a  ffyncbe  con]»e  be  pnlle  659 

And  if  be  fonde  owbere  a  good  felawe 
He  wolda  tecben  bym  to  ban  noon  awe 
In  sncb  caas  of  ye  arebedekens  cnrs 
Bnf  if  [a]  mannys  sonle  were  in  bis  pars  656 

ffor  in  bis  pnrs  be  8bnld[e]  pnnsbed  be 
Puis  is  ^e  ercbedekenes  Helle  seide  be 
Bnf  wel  I  wote  be  lyed  rijf  in  dede 
Of  cursing*  oi]^f  ecbe  gilty  man  to  drede  660 

ffor  curs  wil  slee  xi^f  as  assoyling  sauelll 
And  also  war  bym  of  a  signiicauitb 
In  daunger  bad  be  at  bis  owne  gyse 
The  yonge  Geerles  of  pe  diocise  664 

And  knewe  her  counsaile  and  what  was  al  her  rede 
A  Gallonde  bad  be  sette  vpon  bis  bede 
As  grete  as  it  were  for  an  ale  stake 

A  Bokelere  bad  be  made  bym  of  a  Cake  668 

Tirilfi  bym  J>er  rode  a  gentile  Pardonei* 
'  *    Of  rouncyuale  bis  frende  and  bis  compel' 
That*  stregbt*  was  commen  from  pe  coiirte  of  Eome 
fful  lowde  songe  he  come  hidei'  loue  come  672 

This  somnour  bare  to  bym  a  stif  burdofi 
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Was  neneie  trampe  of  half  so  gref  a  soufl 

This  Pardoner  had  heer  as  jelowe  as  wexe 

But  smoth  it*  henge.  as  do])  a  stiike  of  flexe  676 

By  ounces  henge  his  lockes  fa.i?  he  had 

And  ferwip  he  his  shuldeis  ouersprad 

Buf  thyn  it  lay  by  culpons  oon  and  oft 

But*  hode  for  lolite  wered  he  noon  680 

ffor  if  was  trussed  yp  in  his  walette  [i«Af  laj 

Hym  J>ou3f  he  rode  al  of  f  e  newe  gette 

Discheuele  sauf  his  cap  he  rode  al  bare 

Suche  glaryng*  eyen  had  he  as  an  hare  684 

A  vemycle  had  he  sewed  ypon  his  cappe 

His  walet*  [lay]  bifom  him  in  his  lappe 

Bret  fal  of  pardofk  commen  fro^  Borne  al  hote 

A  voyce  he  had  as  smal  as  a[ny]  goote  688 

'No  beerde  ne  had  he.  ne  neu^re  shuld  hauo 

As  smoth  if  was  as  if  were  late  shaue 

I  trowe  he  were  a  gelding*  or  a  mare 

Buf  of  his  craff  from  Barwik*  into  ware  692 

Ne  was  per  suche  a  no])er  pardonera 

fifbr  in  his  male  he  had  a  pilowbere  , 

Which  pat  he  seide  was  oure  lady  vaile 

He  seide  he  had  a  gobef  oi  pe  saile  69$ 

Thaf  seynf  Peter  had  whan  pat  he  wenf 

Vpon  ])e  see  to  JhesvL  crist  hym  henf    . 

He  had  a  croys  of  laton  f ul  of  stones 

And  in  a  glas  he  had[de]  pigges  bones  70O 

Buf  wif  Jise  relikes  whan  paV  he  fondo 

A  poor[e]  person  dwellyng*  vpon  londe 

Vpon  a  day  he  gate  hym  more  moneys 

Jpan  pe  the  persone  gate  in  Monjes  tweye  704 

And  Jus  wij>  feyned  flateiyng  and  Tapes 

He  made  pe  Person  and  pe  puple  his  apes 

Buf  trew[e]ly  to  tellen  af  J>e  laste 

He  was  in  chirche  a  noble  ecclemste  708 

Wei  coufe  he  rede  a  lessofl  or  a  storyo 
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Baf  alj»erbest  be  song*  an  offertorie 
ffor  wel  he  wist*  whan  }»af  songe  was  songe 
He  most6  preche  and  wel  afile  his  tonge  712 

To  Wynne  silaer  as  he  [right]  weL  cowde 
Theifore  he  songe  so  meiily  and  lowde 
VTow  have  I  tolld  30U  soj^ly  in  a  clause 
^^  The  astaaf.  ]}e  aray.  fe  nombie  and  eke  ]>e  cause     716 
Why  )>at*  assembled  was  ^is  companye  [iMfiOiiwek] 

In  Snthwerk  at*  fi&  gentil  hostiye 
That*  highf  >e  Tabard  faate  by  ]>e  belle 
Buf  nowe  is  tyme  to  jou  forto  telle  720 

Howe  ]»af  we  beien  ys  ^at  ilk^  nyght* 
Whan  [we]  weie  in  pat*  Hostrie  arlight* 
And  after  wil  I  tellen  of  our  viage 

And  al  ]>e  remenaunt  of  our  Pilgrymago  724 

But*  f  ursf  I  prey  30U  of  ^oure  curtesie 
That  ^e  ne  lette  it*  not*  my  vilanye 
]k)o  ]»at*  I  pleynly  speke  in  pla  maters 
To  telle  30U  her  wordes  and  her  chere  728 

Ne  fou^  he  speke  her  wordes  proprely 
ffor  fia  ^e  knowen  as  wel  as  I 
Who  so  shal  telle  a  tale  after  a  man 
He  mote  reherce  as  nyghe  aa  euer  he  can  732 

Eaeriche  word  if*  if  be  in  his  charge 
Al  speke  he  neuere  so  rudely  and  large 
Or  ellis  he  mote  telle  his  tale  yntrewe 
Or  feyne  pinggis  or  fynde  wordes  newe  736 

He  may  not*  spare  al  ^ugh  he  were  his  bro^i* 
He  mot*  also  wel  say.  oo  word  as  another' 
Crist'  spak  him  self  ftd  brode  in  holy  writte 
And  wel  ^e  wote  no  vilanye  is  itte  740 

Eke  Plato  seip  who  so  can  hjm  rede 
The  wordes  mote  be  cosyn  to  ])e  dede 
Also  I  prey  jou  [to]  foi^eue  if  me 

Al  bane  I  nof  sette  folk  in  her  degre  744 

Here  in  ]iis  tale  as  )>af  thei  shuld^  stonde 
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My  witte  is  short*  je  may  wel  Tnderstoade 

/^lete  chexe  made  oure  hooete  ts  euerechofl 

^  And  to  fe  soper  sette  he  yb  anofl  748 

He  serued  vs  witli  yitaUles  at  fe  best* 

Stronge  was  fe  wyne  and  wel  [to]  drink*  yb  lest^ 

A  semely  man  our  hooste  was  wi]i  eXt 

fibr  to  [han]  bene  a  marshal  in  an  h&ft  752 

A  large  man  he  was  with  yen  stepe  dmim 

A  fairer  Burges  is  [ther]  zione  in  chepe 

Bold  of  his  speche.  and  wise  and  wel  ytai^t 

And  of  manhode  hym  lacked[e]  light*  nao^t*  756 

Eke  )>erto  he  was  right*  a  mery  man 

And  after  sopere  pleyen  he  bygan 

And  spak  of  myrth  amonge  o)>er  )>inges 

Whan  that*  we  had[de]  made  our  rekenyngges  760 

And  seide  )fus.  now  lordingges  tiewly 

$e  bene  to  me  welcome  ji^if  hertely 

flfor  be  my  trou])e  if  fat*  I  shal  not  lye 

I  seegh  not*  pia  jere  so  mery  a  companye  764 

At*  ones  in  pis  harborowe  as  is  nowe 

ffayne  wold  I  do  30U  merihe  wist*  I  howe 

And  of  a  mer)>e  I  am  right*  now  by-])ought* 

To  dofi  30U  ease  and  it  shal  coste  noi^t  768 

3e  gone  to  canterbery  god  30U  spede 
]>e  blisful  martii'.  quite  ^on  ^oui'  mede 
And  wel  I  wote.  as  je  goon  by  fe  way 
^  shapen  jou  to  talen  and  to  pley  772 

fibr  trewly  conforte  ne  myrthe  is  non 
To  riden  by  pe  wey  dombe  as  a  stone 
And  ]>erfor  wil  I.  make  ^on  disporte 
As  I  seide  erste  and  don  ;ou  som  conforte  776 

And  if  30U  like)>  alle  by  oon  assente 
[Now]  fiforto  stonden  at  my  luggemente 
And  forto  worchen  as  I  shal  jou  seie 
To  morowe  whan  je  riden  by  fe  weie  780 

Now  be  my  faderB  soule  ]^at*  is  dede 
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But*  36  be  meiy.  I  wil  jeae  30a  my  bede 

Holde  yp  jotue  bondes  wi^  out*  more  specbe 

Our  coonsaile  was  not  longe  for  to  secbe  784 

Ys  ]K)ii3t*  it  was  not  /  wor^  to  make  to  wis 

And  giannted  bym  wi^  oute  more  avis 

And  bad  bim  aeie  bis  yeredit  as  bun  lesf^ 

Lordingges  quod  be  nowe  berkenep  for  fe  best*  788 

Bot^  take  it*  not*  I  prei  30U  in  disdeyne  {]Mfii,bMk] 

Tbis  is  )^  point*  to  speke  sbort*  and  pleyne 

Tbaf  ecbe  of  30U  to  sboittf  wi^  our  waye 

In  ]»is  Yiage  sbal  telle  tailles  twaye  793 

To  Caunterbeiy  ward  I  mene  it  so 

And  bomwardes  be  sbal  teUe  o^ere  twoo 

Of  auentures  p&if  ban  wbilom  bifalle 

And  wbicb  of  30U  ^f  bereji  bym  best*  of  alio  796 

^f  is  to  sey  ^at*  telle])  in  ))is  cas 

Tales  of  best*  sentence  and  most*  solas 

sbal  baue  a  sopere  at*  our  alder  cost^ 

Her  in  ^is  place  sitting*  by  ^is  post'  800 

Wban  ^at*  we  common  ageyn  firom  Canterbnrye 

And  forto  make  30U  ^  more  merye 

I  wiL  my  seluen  goodly  wi^  30U  ride 

Ri^t*  at  myne  owne  cost*  and  be  30U1'  gide  804 

And  wbo  so  wii  my  lugemenf  wi^seye 

Sbal  pay  al  ^t*  we  spenden  by  J)e  weye 

And  if  30  voucbe  sauf  Jiaf  it<  be  so 

TeUe  me  anoon  vrip  outen  wordes  moo  808 

And  I  will:  erly  sbape  me  ^rfoie 

fia  Junge  was  graunted  and  our  ojres  swore 

Wi]i  ful  glad  bert*  and  preien  bym  also 

fa^  be  wolde  voucbesauf  so  to  do  812 

And  ^at*  be  wolde  be  our  gouemoui* 

And  of  our  tales  lugge  and  roportoui* 

And  sette  a  sopere  af  a  certeyn  price 

And  we  wold  rewled  bene  at  bis  deuice  81(> 

In  b^be  and  lougb  and  fna  by  on  assents 
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We  !)eiie  accorded  to  }e  luggemenf 

And  per  ypon  fe  wyne  was  fette  anon 

We  dionken  and  to  lesta  wente  echofi  820 

Wip  onte  eny  lenger  tariynge 

On  moTowe  whan  pe  day  [bi]gan  to  spzynge 

Yp  TOOB  onre  hooste  and  was  ouie  aldex*  Gok 

And  gadered  tb  to  gidere  in  a  flok.  824 

And  for^  we  riden  a  litel  more  ])an  paas  pctf  is] 

Ynto  fe  watering^  of  Seynt*  Thomas 

And  pet  our  hooste  gan  his  hors  aieste 

And  seide  lordes  harkene]»  if  yow  leste  828 

Je  wote  jonre  forward  and  I  it  ^on  recorcl 

If  euensonge  and  morowsonge  accord 

Laf  see  nowe  who.  shal  telle  fe  first*  tale 

As  euer  mote  I  drinks  wyne  or  ale  832 

Who  so  he  rehelt  to  my  Inggement 

Shal  paye  for  al  Jat*  hy  f  e  way  is  spent* 

Now  drawe)>  Cut*  er  fat*  we  ferjwr  twynne 

Whicb  paf  hnf  fe  shortest  shal  hygynne  836 

%  Sir'  knyght*  quod  he  my  maister  and  my  lorde 

Now  drowe]}  Cutte  for  ]^af  is  myn  accorde 

Gommeth  ner«  quod  he  my  lady  prioresse 

And  3e  sir  Clerk  lat*  he  ^oure  shamfastnesse  840 

Ne  stodieth  noi^f  lay  honde  to  euery  man 

Anoli  to  drawe  every  wight*  hygan 

And  shortely  f orto  tellen  as  if  was 

Were  it*  he  anenture  or  sort*  or  cas  844 

The  so])e  is  f is  ^  Gat*  fille  to  >e  knyjt* 

Of  which  fdU  glad  and  Wife  was  euery  wijt* 

And  tellen  he  most  his  tale  as  if  was  reson 

By  forward  and  hy  compo[si]ciofi  848 

As  ;e  han  herde  whaf  needef  wordes  moo 

And  whan  pla  good  man  seegh  ])af  if  was  soo 

As  he  ]»if  wise  was  and  ohedient 

To  kepen  his  forward  hy  his  fre  assenf  852 

He  seide  si)»en  I  shal  hygynne  fe  game 
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Wliat*  welcome  be  fe  Gutte  a  goddis  name 

Now  lat*  YB  ride  and  harkene^  what  I  saje 

And  vfip  pB.i^  word  we  riden  for]^  our  waye  856 

And  [he]  byganne  wi^  ri^t  a  meiy  chere 

His  tale  anofi  and  seide  as  je  may  heie 

IT  lam  qne  domos  patrias  Boifhioe  post  aspera  gentis : 
Prelia  lanrigero  ftc.  Thns  ende])  fe  Frologe  of  ]yu 
Boke. 
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IT  flkbnla  militis.    Here  bygynne])  fhe  knygbtes  tale. 

TfTMlom  was  /  as  olde  stories  tellen  vs  [Imi  i2,i)Mk] 

'*    A  worfi  duk"  highf  theseus  860 

Of  Atheaes  he  was  lord  arid  goTiemour 
And  in  his  tyme  suche  a  Conqueiouf 
That  gietter  was  [ther]  noon  ynder  ^e  sunne 
fpiil  many  a  riche  contie  had  he  wonne  864 

What*  wi]i  his  wisdom  and  his  chyualiye 
He  conquered  al  pe  regne  of  femynye 
That*  whilom  was  ycleped  Sithia 

And  wedded[e]  ]>e  quene  ypolita  868 

And  broT^t<  her  home  vnp  hjm  to  his  cuntre 
Whil£  moch  glorie  and  gret*  solompnite 
And  eke  her  ^enge  suster  Emelie 

And  J)ns  with  victorie  and  wil^  melodye  872 

Lat  I  fia  noble  Duke  to  Athenes  ride 
And  al  his  hooste  in  armes  hym  beside 
And  certes  if  if  nere  to  longe  to  here 
I  wold  haue  tolde  fidly  fe  manere  876 

Howe  wonnen  was  J>e  Eeaume  of  flfemyny 
By  Theseus  and  by  his  Chiualrye 
And  of  ]>e  grete  bataille  for  }e  nones 
Bytwyxen  Athenes  and  amazones  880 

And  howe  asseged  was  ypolita 
The  faire  ladye  qune  of  Scithia 
And  of  ])e  feesf  ]^af  was  at  her  weddinge 
And  of  ]>e  tempest*  at  her  home  commynge  884 

Buf  al  ^at*  Jiing*  I  mof  as  nowo  forbere 
I  haue  god  wote  a  large  feelde  to  ere 
And  weike  bene  fe  oxen  in  my  plough 
The  remenawnte  of  J>e  tale  is  long  ynogh  888 

I  wil  not*  letten  eke  noon  of  ]iis  route 

H  PETWOBTH  86 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


OBODP  A.  §  2.  knight's  tale.  Fetworth  MS.    27 

IM  eueiy  f elawe  telle  his  tale  aboute 

And  lat  se  nowe  who  shal  ]^e  soper  wyime 

Andberllafte:  IwUaaeinbygyime  ,  W5r«it<»«^JK».«^^ 

flThiB  Dnk  of  whom  I  make  mencioun  [Imt  u] 

-^  Whan  he  was  commen  almost*  to  ])e  toun 

In  ol  his  wele  and  his  most  Pride 

He  was  war  as  he  cast*  his  ejen  atside  896 

Where  ^f  )^r  kneled  in  ]ie  high«  waye 

A  companye  of  ladys  twey  and  tweye 

Eche  after  o]>er  clad  in  clo]»es  Make 

Bni^  suche  a  ciye  and  su(£  a  woo  ])ei  make  900 

That^  in  ]ns  worlde  [n]is  creatine  lynynge 

Thaf  herde  sache  arno^  wamentinge 

And  of  ]»is  crie  ]>ei  noldd  neuere  stynte 

Til  J»ei  ]>e  Beynes  of  his  bridel  hente  904 

What*  folk  bene  je  ]»at*  af  myn  home  commynga 

Pertonrben  so  my  feest[e]  wi]^  criynge 

Quod  Thesens  haue  je  so  giete  envie 

Of  myn  honour  jiat  Jitis  compleyn  and  crye  908 

Or  who  ha)>  30U  mysdone  or  offended 

Telle)>  me  if  it*  may  be  amendet* 

And  whi  ])at*  30  bene  eloped  )>iis  in  blak 

The  eldest  lady  of  hem  al[le]  spak  912 

Whan  she  had  swowned  wi])  a  dedly  chere 

^t*  it*  was  rauthd  forto  sene  and  here 

She  seide  lord  to  whom  fortune  ha]}  ^euen 

Victorie  and  as  a  conquerour  to  lyuen  916 

Kat*  gTeue)>  ys  ^oure  glory  and  jour  honour 

Bdt*  we  biseke  mercy  and  socour 

Haue  mercy  on  our  woo  and  our  distresse 

Some  drope  of  Pite  )K>rgh  \i  gentelnesse  920 

Ypon  YS  wrecched  wommen  lat*  nowe  falle 

ffor  cerfces  lord  f  er  is  noon  of  vs  alle 

That*  she  ne  ha)>  bene  a  doches  or  a  quene 

Nowe  bene  we  Catynes  as  it*  is  wel  sene  924 

Thonked  be  fortune  and  her  fals[e]  qwhele 
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f&t  noon  estate  ensuie])  forto  bene  wele 

ITow  certes  lord  to  abide  jour  presence 

Here  in  fw  temple  of  fe  goddes  clemence  928 

We  ban  be  wayting*  al  fis  foitrt[e]nyjt*  [i«af  is,  back) 

Helpe[J)]  Ts  lord  si)>  if  is  in  fi  mygbt 

I  wreccbe  whicfi  Jat»  wepe  and  weile  Jus 

Wbilom  was  wif  to  king*  Cappaneus  932 

Tbaf  starfe  af  Tbebes  cursed  be  }at  day 

And  alle  we  ])af  bene  in  pia  araye 

And  maken  al  fia  lamentacioe^n 

We  losten  alle  our  busbondes  af  fat  toun  936 

Wbile  ])at*  fe  assege  fer  about^  lay 

And  ^if  nowe  fe  olde  Creon  weillaway 

That*  lord  is  nowe  of  Tbebes  Cite 

fulfilled  of  yre  and  of  iniquite  940 

He  for  despite  and  for  bis  tyrannye 

To  doon  pe  dede  bodys  vilenye 

Of  al  our  lordes  whicfe  Jat  bene  sclawe 

HaJ  al  Je  bodies  on  an  bepe  ydrawe  944 

And  wol  not*  sufTre  bem  by  nofl  assent* 

ITeiJere  to  bene  yburied  neijer  brent* 

But*  make]}  boundes  ete  bem  in  despit* 

And  wi]}  )>af  word  wtt/^outen  more  respit*  948 

])ei  fillen  a  Gruf*  and  criden  pitously 

Haue  on  vs  wreccbed  women  som  mercy 

And  lat*  oure  sorowe  synken  in  Ji  bert* 

IT  Tbis  gentel  duke  doune  from  bis  courser*  stert*  962 

Wip  "herte  pitous  wban  be  berde  bem  speke 

Him  Jou^te  fat*  bis  bert*  wold  alto-breke 

Wban  be  secg^  bem  so  pitous  and  so  mate 

fat  wbilom  were[n]  of  so  grete  astate  956 

And  in  bis  armes  be  bem  aUe  vp  bente 

And  bem  confortef  in  ful  good  entente 

And  swore  bis  of  e  as  be  was  trewe  knyjf 

He  woldc  done  so  ferforf  ly  bis  my3t*  960 

Vppon  the  Tirant  Creon  bem  to  wreke 
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])at  alle  ^e  puple  of  Giece  sliald  speke 

How  Creon  was  of  Theseus  yserued 

As  lie  y&t  had  his  de]>  ful  wel  deserued 

And  light*  anofi  wit^outen  more  abode 

His  banei'  he  displeied  and  for)>  rode 

To  Thebes  ward  and  al  his  hooste  beside 

No  ner  Athenes  wold  he  goo  ne  ride 

Ne  take  his  case  fdlli  half  a  day 

Buf  onward  on  his  way  paf  ny3f  he  lay 

And  sent  anoon  ypolita  the  quene 

And  Emelye  hii'  yonge  sustre  Shene 

Ynto  pe  toune  of  Athenes  to  dweUe 

And  for])e  he  ritte  ^er  is  no  more  to  telle 

The  lede  statae  of  Mars  wip  spere  and  targe 

So  shyne)>  in  his  white  baner  large 

)>at  alle  the  feeldes  glyteren  yp  and  doim 

And  by  his  baner  bom  is  hys  pynyo^^n 

Of  gold  fid  riche  in  vrhich,  Jer  was  ybete 

ye  Mynataoi'  which  pai  he  wan  in  Crete 

Thus  rijf  ^is  duk.  thus  ri^t*  ])is  conqueroui^ 

And  in  his  ooste  of  Chyualrye  Je  floui* 

Til  ]»ti  he  come  to  Thebes  and  alight* 

fEedie  in  a  felde  per  as  he  pou^V  to  fi^t* 

Bnf  shortely  forto  speken  of  pis  ping* 

With  Creon  whiche  pat  was  of  Thebes  king* 

He  faughf  and  sclowgh  him  manly  as  a  knyght 

In  pleyn  bataille  and  put*  pe  folk*  to  flight* 

And  by  assent*  he  wan  the  Cite  after* 

And  rent*  adoun  bop  walle  spare  and  rafter' 

And  to  pe  ladies  he  restored  ageyn 

pe  bones  of  her  frendes  pat*  were  scleyil 

To  done  obsequies  as  was  pe  gyse 

But*  it*  were  al  to  longe  forto  devise 

The  grete  clamour  and  pe  wamentynge 

pat*  pe  ladies  made  at  pe  brennynge 

Of  pe  bodies  and  pe  grete  honour* 
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Thaf  theseus  }e  noble  conqneroui' 

Do]y  to  pe  bodies  whan  ]>ei  f&om  hjm  went* 

But*  shortely  to  telle  is  myn  entent*  1000 

Wban  ^at  ^is  wor)>i  Duke  Jns  theseus  netf  h  i»ck] 

Ha]y  Creon  sclayn  and  wonne  Thebes  J^ns 

Stille  in  Jwit*  felde  he  toke  al  nyjf  his  rest* 

And  did  wi])  al  }e  contre  as  hym  lest*  1004 

To  Eansake  in  fe  caas  of  }e  bodies  dede 

Hem  for  to  stripe  of  hameyes  and  of  wede 

The  pilouis  dyden  bysynesse  and  Cure 

Afbeie  ])e  bataille  and  fe  discomfiture  1008 

And  so  bifelle  ]}af  in  }e  caas  fei  founde 

]^orgh  girf  wi]>  many  a  greuous  blody  wounde 

Two  yonge  knyghtes  ligging*  by  and  by 

Bothen  in  armes  same  wrou3t*  ful  richelie  1012 

Of  whiche  two  Arcita  highf  that*  oon 

And  ^af  ofero  kny^f  highf  Palamon 

l^ot*  fully  quyk  ne  fully  dede  fei  were 

But  by  her  cote  armours  and  by  her  gere  1016 

The  herowdes  knewe  hem  self  in  special 

As  Jei  faf  were[n]  of  fe  blood  Eiatt 

Of  Thebes,  and  of  sustren  two  ybom 

Out  of  pQ  caas  ^e  Pilours  han  hem  torn  1020 

And  han  hem  caried  soft*  ynto  pe  tent* 

Of  Theseus  and  he  ful  sone  hem  sent* 

To  Athenes  to  dwellen  in  Prisofi 

P^rpetuelly  hem  nolde  he  not*  raunsofl  1024 

And  whan  this  vroTpi  Duke  ha|»  ]yus  ydofi 

He  toke  his  ooste  and  home  he  ritte  anon 

WiJ)  laurere  corowned  as  a  conqueroui* 

And  ^er  he  Ijaep  in  loie  and  in  honoui*  1028 

Teerme  of  his  lif.  what*  nede)>  wordes  moo 

And  in  a  toure  in  anguissH  and  in  woo 

Dwellen  pia  Palamon  and  eke  arcite 

ffor  euermore  per  may  no  gold  hem  qtiyte  1032 

This  passej  yere  by  yere  and  day  by  day 
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Till  if  fille  onys  in  a  moiowe  of  May 

That  Emely  pB,V  faiier  was  to  sene 

Than  ia  pe  lyle  ypon  his  stalke  grene  1036 

And  fresaher  )»n  fe  may  wi]^  flouies  newe  ii«tf  153 

ffor  -wif  ^  roos  colour  strof  hir  hwe 

I  not*  whicll  was  ]>e  faiier  of  hem  twoo 

Er  if  were  day  as  was  her  wone  to  doo  1040 

She  was  a-iisen  and  al  a  redy  dight 

ffor  May  wil  haae  no  sdoggaidy  on  nyjf 

The  seson  pricketh  eueiy  gentile  herf 

And  make^  hif  onf  of  his  slope  to  sterf  1044 

And  sithen  arise  and  doo  May  obseniat^nce 

This  make)>  Emely  to  haue  remembrannce 

To  dofl  honour  to  May  and  forto  rise 

Yelo]^  was  she  fressh  forto  devise  1048 

IT  Her  jelowe  heer  was  bieided  in  a  treeso 

Behynde  her  bak.  a  ^eerdd  longe  y  gesse 

And  in  fe  gardyne  af  sonne  vprisf 

She  walke)»  yp  and  doun  and  as  her  lisf  1052 

She  gadere]^  floures  partie  white  and  rede 

To  make  a  subtile  garlonde  for  her  hede 

And  as  an  aungel  heuenly  she  songe 

The  grete  toure  p&t  was  so  ^ikke  and  stronge  1056 

Which  of  fe  castel  was  ^e  chief  dongeon 

There  as  ye  knyghtes  weren  in  pri&ofi 

Of  whicll  I  tolke  jowe  and  telle  shafit 

Was  euene  loynanf  to  ^  gardyfi  watt  1060 

Their  as  ])is  Emely  had  her  ploying^ 

Brijf  was  ye  sonne  and  cleer  in  ]»it  momyng< 

And  palamon  ^is  woM  prisoners 

As  was  his  wonne  by  Heue  of  his  Gaillere  1064 

Was  rysen  and  romed  in  a  chamber  on  high 

In  which  he  al  ye  noble  Cite  segh 

And  eke  ye  gardyne  ful  of  braunches  grene 

Thar  as  ye  £res^  emelye  ye  shene  1068 

Was  in  her  walk  and  romed  yp  and  doun 
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This  soiifol  ptisoner  fia  Palamotm 

Go]}  in  }e  Chambie  romyng  to  and  &oo 

And  to  him  self  comploynyng  of  his  woo  1072 

Thaf  he  was  bom  fill  ofte  seide  alias  [laAf  is,baok] 

And  so  byfelle  by  auenture  or  caas 

That  ])orowe  a  wyndowe  ^ikke  of  monj  a  barre 

Of  yren  grete  and  square  as  eny  sparre  1076 

He  cast*  his  eyen  vpon  Emelia 

A[nd]  ]}eiwi)>  al  he  bleynte  and  cried  A 

As  fovL^e  he  stongen  were  vnto  ^e  hert* 

And  wij>  fat  crie  Arcyte  anofi  vp  sterfr  1080 

And  seide  Cosyn  myne  what*  eilej>  fe 

Thaf  arf  so  pale  and  dedly  on  to  see 

Whi  cridesf  }»owe  who  ha])  fe  dofL  ojQTence 

ffor  goddis  loue .  take  al  in  pacience  1084 

Oui*  prison  for  if  may  noon  othcre  be 

fiEbrtune  hath  jeue  vs  ]}is  aduersite 

Som  wikke  aspecte  or  disposicion 

Of  Satnme  by  som  constellaci^  1088 

Ha]»  jeuen  by  pia  al  fou^e  he  had  hif  sworfi 

So  stode  pe  heuene  whan  ]»af  we  were  borfi 

We  mote  endure  it  fis  is  shorf  and  playn) 

This  Palamon  answerdf  and  seide  agayfL  1092 

Cosyn  forsojj  of  J^is  opynyofl 

Thow  hasf  a  veyn  ymagynaciofl 

This  prison  caused  me  nof  [for]  to  crie 

But  I  was  hirfc  rijf  nowe  forgfi  ouf  myn  ye  1096 

Into  myn  herf  J)af  wil  my  bane  be 

The  faimesse  of  Jaf  lady  faf  I  see 

3onde  in  ]>e  gardyne  romyng<  to  and  fro 

Is  cause  of  al  my  criyng  and  my  woo  /  1 100 

I  nof  where  she  be  womman  or  goddesse 

But  Venus  is  it  BOplj  as  I  gesse 

And  ])erwi]}al  on  knees  dot^n  he  fille 

And  seide  Venus  if  it  be  Ji  wille  1104 

Jowo  in  pia  gardyne  J>us  to  transfigure 
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Bifoie  me  soiiM  'wiecohed  creature 

Oaf  of  fia  Prison  helpe  ^af  we  mowe  scape 

And  if  so  be  my  destany  be  shape  1108 

By  eteme  worde  to  dyen  in  pnsofi  Ii«tf  i«] 

Of  onie  lynage  bane  som  compassion 

That  is  so  lowe  ybrou^f  by  tyiannye 

And  -wiji  ^t*  word  arcite  gan  aspie  1112 

Where  as  fia  lady  romed  to  and  firoo 

And  wi^  ^f  si^t*  her  bewte  hurte  hym  soo 

^at*  if  )>af  Palamon  was  wonnded  sore 

Arcite  is  hnrte  as  moche  as  he  or  more  1116 

And  wi^  a  sighe  he  seide  pitously 

ye  fteaahe  bewte  slee]^  me  sodeynly 

Of  hui'  paif  rome]^  in  ponder  place 

And  bnt*  if  I  haue  her  mercy  and  her  grace  1 1 20 

^f  I  may  seen  hii'  atte  leest^  way 

I  ne  am  bnf  dede  J»er  nys  no  more  to  say 

This  Palamon  whan  he  ^ise  wordes  herde 

Dispitonsly  he  loked  and  answerde  1124 

Wheder  seisf  fou  pis  in  emest  or  in  pleye 

Kay  qnod  Arcite  in  emesf  be  my  feye 

Grod  helpe  me  so  me  lest*  fnl  euel  play 

This  Palamon  gan  knytte  his  browes  tway  1 1 28 

It  were  to  the  quod  he  no  gref  honoui* 

ffor  to  be  &]s  ne  for  to  be  traitot^r 

To  me  pat  am  fi  Cosyn  and  pi  bro]>er 

Iswome  ful  depe  and  eche  of  vs  to  o^r  1132 

That*  neuere  for  to  dyen  in  pe  peyfl 

Til  p&V  pe  de)>e  departe  shal  vs  tweyfi 

Neiper  in  loue  to  hynder  ojei* 

Ne  in  noon  ofer  caas  my  lief  brojei*  1136 

But*  J)at*  fou  shuldest  trewly  ferjermore 

In  euery  caas  and  I  shal  forther  ^e  ])ore 

Jris  was  ]^ine  othe  and  myn  also  certeyfi 

I  wote  rijt*  wele  Jow  darst  it  not  wifseyfl  11 40 

Thus  art  )>ow  of  my  counsel  out  of  doute 

3  PETWORTH  33 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


34    GROUP  A.  §  S.  knight's  tale.  Petwortih  lEB. 

And  nowe  ))ou  woldest  falslj  ben  abonte 
To  loue  my  ladj  whom  I  lone  and  seme 
And  euer  ahal  to  ^af  myn  herte  sterue  1 144 

Now  certos  fals  Arcite  )»ow  shalf  not*  so  Omi  i^  immai 

I  loued  her  firsf  and  tolde  pe  mj  woo 
As  to  my  connsaile  and  my  bio]>er  sw^ 
To  for))ere  me  as  I  haue  tolde  bifom  1148 

for  whicti  ^ow  art*  ybounden  as  a  knyght* 
To  helpe  me  if  it*  lay  in  ^i  mygbf 
Or  ellis  arf  ]K)a  fals  I  dar  wel  sayn 

This  arcite  ful  pradently  spak  agayn  1 152 

Thow  shalt<  qt^od  he  be  raj^er  fals  }>an  I 
But*  ]x)u  art*  fals  I  telle  fe  witterly 
ffor  paramour  I  loued  her  £mst  ]>an  fou 
What*  wilt*  Jow  seyn .  Jou  wist*  it*  not*  jit  nowe  1156 

*  Whedere  she  be  a  womman  or  goddes 
Thyne  is  affecciofi  of  holynes 
And  myne  is  loue  as  to  a  creature 

ffor  whicb  I  tolde  ]>e  myfi  auentuie  1160 

As  to  my  cosyn  and  to  my  hro^ere  swoifl 
I  pose  ))at*  fon  louedest*  hui'  bifoifi 
Woosf  ))ow  not*  wel  ]>e  olde  clerkes  sawe 
)>at  who  shal  jeue  a  louer  eny  lawe      t  M«  !«■•»  ^  f«^nWwit 
Loue  is  a  gretter  lawe  by  my  pan 
jyan  may  be  jeue  to  eny  er]>ely  man 
And  ]>erfor  positif  lawe  and  swich  decree 
Is  broke  al  day  for  loue  in  eche  degre  1168 

A  man  mote  nedes  loue  mawgre  his  hede 
He  may  not*  flecn  it*  f  }>ouje  he  shuld  be  dede 
Al  be  she  mayde  or  widowe  or  ellis  wif 
And  eke  it  is  not*  likly  al  ]>i  liff  1172 

To  stonden  in  her  grace  no  more  shal  I 
ffor  wel  Jk)u  woost  J)i  self[e]  vcrrely 
]>at  ^ou  and  I  bene  dampned  to  prt«oil 
Pcrpetuelly  vs  geyneth  no  raunson  1176 

We  slryuen  as  [did]  houndes  for  fe  boon 
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Jpei  foughten  alday  and  jif  her  parte  was  nofi 

^ere  come  a  kite  while  ]yat  fei  were  bo  wroth 

]Mit  bare  away  ]»e  boon  bitwene  hem  bol^  1180 

Ak  ^6rfore  at  fe  kingges  conrte  my  brothei'  Omi  it] 

Eche  man  for  him  self  f&r  is  noon  oj^ei' 

Lone  if  ))e  list .  for  I  loue  and  ay  shal 

And  so^ly  lene  bro^r  ]yis  is  att  1 184 

Here  in  fia  prison  mote  we  endure 

And  euerich  of  vs  take  his  auentnre 

Grete  was  fe  strif  and  longe  bytwix  hem  tweye 

If  ^f  I  had  leisere  for  to  seye  1188 

But  to  ^is  effect  I[t]  hapned  on  a  day 

To  tellen  yowe  as  aoflj  as  I  may 

A  wor))i  due  ^at*  hight*  Perotheus 

]Mit^  ffelawe  was  ynto  due  Theseus  1 192 

Sip  piJk  day  ^af  ^ei  weren  children  lite 

Was  commen  to  Athenes  his  felawe  to  visite 

And  forto  pley  as  he  was  wont*  to  doo 

ffor  in  fiB  worlde  he  loued  no  man  soo  1 196 

And  he  loued  him  also  tenderly  ageyn 

So  wel  fei  loued  as  olde  bokes  seyn  / 

That*  whan  ]>at  oon  was  dede  Boplj  to  telle 

His  felowe  wenf  and  sou^t  him  doun  in  heUe  1200 

But  of  ]>at  storie  lisf  me  nof  to  write 

Due  P&rotheus  loued  wel  arcite 

And  had  him  knowe  at  Thebes  yere  by  yere 

And  fynaly  af  ^e  request*  and  preiere  1204 

Of  Pcrotheus  wij  ouf  ony  raunsofi 

Due*  theseus  him  lete  ouf  of  Frisoil 

ffrely  to  goon  wher  J>at*  him  list  oueral 

In  suche  a  gise  as  I  you  telle  shatt  1208 

This  was  f  e  forward  pleynly  for  to  endite 

Bitwene  Theseus  and  hym  iercite 

That*  if  so  were  Jaf  arcite  were  founde 

Euer  in  his  lif  be  day  or  ny^t  or  stounde  1212 

In  eny  cimtre  of  this  theseus 
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And  lie  weie  taughf  it  was  acorded  Jms 
That*  mp  a  sweide  he  shuld  lese  his  hede 
l>Gr  nas  non  o^r  remedye  ne  lede  1216 

But  take])  his  leae  and  homward  he  hjm  spedde  aeafn,  iMda 
Lat*  hym  be  war  his  nek  lith  to  wedde 
How  grete  a  sorowe  suffice])  nowe  arcite 
The  deth  he  fele])  >orgh  his  hert6  smyte  1220 

He  wepej  and  weilej  and  criej  pitously 
To  sleen  hym  self  he  waiteth  pnuely 
He  siSide  Alias  ])at  day  p&i  I  was  borfl 
Now  is  my  pnsoil  wors  than  [was]  beforfl  1224 

I^owe  is  me  shape  etemaly  to  dwelle 
I^OTijt*  in  puigotoiye .  but*  in  helle 
Alias  jMtf  eueie  I  knewe  Ferotheus 

ffoT  ellis  had  I  ydwelled  with  theseus  1228 

Yfetered  in  his  prison  euermoo 
Than  had  I  bene  in  blisse  and  not*  in  woo 
Only  fe  sighf  of  hei*  whom  y&t  I  seme 
Thoow  ])at  I  neuere  hii*  grace  may  deserue  1232 

Wold  haue  ysuffised  right  ynowe  for  me 
Oo  dere  Cosyn  Falamon  quod  he 
Thine  is  ]>e  yictorie  of  ])is  auenture 

ffdl  blisfally  in  prison  my^f  fou  dure  1236 

In  prison  certes  nay  but  paradis 
Wei  hai£  fortune  turned  pe  the  dys 
ysi  hast  pe  sight*  of  hui'  and  I  ]>e  absence 
ffor  possible  is  sijy  )>ou  hast  her  presence  1240 

And  art*  a  knyght  an  worj^i  and  an  able 
That  by  som  caas  sijy  fortune  is  chaungeable 
Thowe  maiste  to  pi  desire  somtyme  atteyfi 
But*  I  pB,if  am  exiled  and  bareyft  1244 

Of  al[le]  grace  and  in  so  gret*  despeii' 
That  J^er  nys  erpQ  water*  fuyi*  ne  eire 
Ne  creature  ^af  of  hem  maked  is 

)^f  may  me  helpe  or  done  comfort  in  )>is  1248 

Wei  oujte  I  sterue  in  wanhope  and  distresse 
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Saxe  wele  my  hi*  my  lust  and  my  gladnesae 

Alias  whi  pleynen  men  so  in  comune 

Of  p»raeaiince  of  god  and  of  fortune  1252 

That*  ^eue))  hem  ful  off  in  mony  a  gyse  Omtm 

Wei  bet[ter]  fan  y&.  can  hem  self  devise 

8om  man  desiie]^  f orto  haue  ricchesse 

That*  cause  is  of  his  moidere  and  gref  siknesse  1 256 

And  som  man  'wolde  out*  of  his  pnsofL  fayfl 

That*  in  his  hous  is  of  his  mayne  sclayfil 

Infinite  harmes  hene  in  fia  matiere 

We  wote  not  what*  J^inge  ^t  we  preien  here  1260 

We  faren  as  he  ])at*  dronken  is  as  mous 

A  dronken  man  wote  wele  he  hsLp  an  hous 

But  he  ne  woote  which  ye  rijt  way  is  ]>ideT6 

And  to  a  dronken  man  fe  way  is  sclydere  1264 

And  certes  in  fia  world  so  faren  wee 

We  sechen  fast*  aftere  ielicite 

But*  we  goon  wronge  ful  off  trewly 

Thus  may  we  seie  alle  and  namelich  I  1268 

That  wende  and  had  a  grete  opynyofl 

That  if  I  mj^te  skapen  from  pnsoil 

^an  had  I  be  in  loie  and  parfite  hele 

fei  nowe  I  am  exiled  ho  my  wele  1272 

Sip  ]»t  I  may  not*  seen  30U  Emelye 

I  am  but  dede  fer  nys  no  remedye 

Yppon  y&t  oper  side  Falamon 

Whan  f&t  he  wist*  p&i?  arcite  was  agofi  1276 

Swich  sorowe  he  make])  pBi  pe  grete  tour 

Resoune))  of  his  ^ellinge  and  clamour 

The  pure  fettres  of  his  shynes  grete 

Were  of  his  bitter  salta  teeres  wete  1 280 

Alias  quod  he  Arcita  cosyn  myne 

Of  al  our  strif  god  wote  Je  firayte  is  fine 

Thow  walkest  now  in  Thebes  at  pi  large 

And  of  my  woo .  pou  ^euest  litel  charge  1284 

Tbow  maist  mp  ]K>a  hast  wisdom  and  manhede 
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Assemble  alle  fe  folk  of  our  kinrede 

And  make  a  werre  so  sharpe  on  Jis  Cite 

pa.t  hj  som  auenfcure  or  som  trete  1288 

Thow  maisf  haue  hii*  to  lady  and  to  wiff"  ciwtf  18,  bMki 

ffor  whom  |>at  I  most  nedes  lese  my  liff 

ffor  as  hj  way  of  possibilite 

Si>  ^ou  art*  af  |>i  large  of  prison  Usee  1292 

And  art  a  lorde  grete  is  fme  auauntage 

More  }>an  is  myne  ]»at  sterue  here  in  a  kage 

ffor  I  mote  wepe  and  weile  while  Jwt  I  lyue 

Wif  al  fe  woo  Jat»  prison  may  me  ^eue  1296 

And  eke  wi}>  peyn  ]>af  loue  me  3eae])  alsoo 

]yat*  double})  al  my  torment*  and  my  woo 

fet  wi])  fQ  fire  of  gelesie  vpsterte 

WiJ>  in  his  brest*  and  hente  hyw  by  Je  herte  1300 

So  woodly  ]Mtf  he  like  was  to  biholde 

The  box-tre  or  fe  asshen  dede  and  colde 

Thaf  seide  he  .o.  cruel  goddes  }>af  goueme 

This  worliJ  wij  byndinge  of  ^oure  worde  eteme  1304 

And  writen  in  }>e  table  of  Athamaunf 

5oure  parlement*  and  ^oure  eteme  g7'aunf 

What*  is  mankinde  more  vnto  ^ou  holde 

])an  is  the  shepe  }>af  roukej)  in  ^  folde  1308 

ffor  sclayn  is  man  rijf  as  an  oj^er  beesf 

And  dwelle])  eke  in  pn'son  and  in  aresf 

And  h&p  siknesse  and  grete  aduersite 

And  oft*  tymes  giltlees  parde  1312 

What*  gouematmce  is  in  )(is  prescience 

Thaf  giltlees  tormente])  Innocence 

And  encrese])  |>is  al  my  penaunce 

^t  man  is  bounden  to  his  obseruat/nce  1316 

ffor  goddes  sake  to  letten  of  his  wille 

Ther  as  a  beest  may  al  his  list  fulfiUe 

And  whan  a  beest*  is  dede  he  hath  no  peyn) 

But*  aftere  his  deth  man  mote  wepe  and  pleyn)  1320 

Thogh  in  ]ns  world  he  haue  care  and  woo 
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Wi)>  outen  donte  if  may  stonden  soo 

The  answeie  of  fis  lete  I  to  dyuynes 

Buf  wel  I  wote  fat*  in  Jis  worl<J  gret*  pyne  es  1324 

IT  Alias  I  86  a  serpenf  or  a  theef  [laaf  i9] 

^  monj  an  trewe  man  bajy  done  meschief' 

€roon  af  his  large  and  where  hym  list  may  tui'ne 

Bat  I  mote  bene  in  pr^fi  J^orgti  Satiime  1328 

And  eke  )>orghe  Itino  labns  and  eke  wode 

fat  hap  destroied  wel  nygti  al  fe  Mode 

Of  Thehes  wif  his  waaste  walles  wide 

And  Yenns  sleef  me  on  fat*  ofer  side  1332 

ffoT  lalonsy  and  fere  of  him  Arcite 

Now  wil  I  stinte  of  Palamon  a  lite 

And  lat*  hym  in  his  prison  stille  dwelle 

And  of  Arcite  forf  I  wil  3owe  telle  1336 

The  somer  passef  and  fe  nyjtes  longe 

Encrescef  double  wise,  f  e  peynes  stronge 

Bofen  of  fe  loner  and  of  f  e  prisonei* 

I  not*  whiche  haf  fe  woofollei'  mystei'  1340 

fSar  shortely  for  to  seyn  of  f  is  Palamon 

Perpetaelly  is  dampned  to  pnsofL 

In  cheynes  and  [in]  fettres  to  fe  dede 

And  Arcite  is  exiled  yp[on]  is  hede  1344 

ffor  enermore  as  out*  of  fat*  cnntre 

Ne  neuere  ne  shal  his  lady  see 

IT  ^w  louyers  aske  I  now  f  is  question 

Who  haf  fe  wors  Arcite  or  Palam5n  1348 

That^  oon  may  se  his  lady  day  by  day 

But  in  Prison  mot  he  dwelle  alway 

That*  ofer  wher  hym  list*  may  ride  and  goo 

Bal^  seen  his  lady  shal  he  neuer  moo  1352 

Now  deyynef  as  30U  list*  fat  30  can 

ffor  I  wil  telle  forf  as  I  byganne 
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IT  Whan  fat  Aicite  to  Thebes  commen  was 

ffal  often  a  daie  he  swelf  and  seide  alas  1356 

ffor  seen  his  lady  shal  he  nen^re  moo 

And  shortely  to  concluden  all  his  woo 

So  mykel  soiowe  had  neuere  creature 

^at  is  or  shal  while  }>af  fe  world  may  dure  1360 

IT  His  slepe  his  mete,  his  drink  ia  hym  hyraft*     peaf  i9,  bMk] 

))af  lene  he  wexejy  and  drye  as  ia  a  shaft* 

His  eyen  holowe  and  grisly  to  biholde 

His  hwe  falowe  and  pale  as  asshen  colde  1364 

And  solitaiye  he  was  and  ener  allone 

And  waillinge  al  ]>e  ny^f  making  his  mone 

And  if  he  herde  songe  or  instrument 

Than  wolde  he  wepe  he  myjf  nofr  stent*  1368 

So  feble  eke  were  his  spirites  /  and  he  lowe 

And  chaunged  so  ]>af  no  man  can  knowe 

His  speche  nei^er  his  Toys  ^ouje  men  it  herde 

And  in  his  gere  for  al  ]>e  worlde  he  ferde  1372 

"NoV  comly  liche  to  loners  maladye 

Of  heres  but"  rather  like  manye 

Engendred  of  humour  malancolike 

Byforn  hia  celle  fantastike  1376 

And  shortely  turned  was  al  vp  and  dotm 

Both  habite  and  disposiciot^n 

Of  him  ^is  wooful  louei'  Daine  ^  Arcite  c^  or  Dame] 

Whaf  shuld  I  alday  of  his  woo  endite  1380 

Whan  he  endured  had  a  ^ere  or  two 

This  cruel  torment  and  pia  peyn  and  woo 

At  Thebes  in  his  courte  as  I  seide 

Ypon  a  nyght<  in  slepe  as  he  hym  leide  1384 

Hym  Jjou^t*  howe  Jat  the  wenged  god  Mercuiye 

Bifom  him  stode  and  bad  hym  to  be  merye 

His  slepy  yeerde  in  honde  he  bare  vpri^f 

An  hatte  he  wered  vpon  his  heres  bri^f  1388 
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Aiaied  was  pis  god  as  he  toke  kepe 

As  he  was  whan  y&i  Aigos  toke  his  slepe 

And  seide  him  fxia  to  Athenes  shalt  )>ou  wende 

Thar  is  fe  shapen  of  pi  woo  an  ende 

And  inp  ])af  worde  Ardte  woke  and  stert 

Nowe  trewly  howe  sore  pat  euer  me  smert 

Quod  he  to  Athenes  nowe  wil  I  fare 

ISe  for  pQ  drede  of  de^  shal  I  not  spare 

To  see  my  lady  ))af  I  loue  and  seme 

In  her  presence  I  ne  recche  ]K)ug&  I  sterae 

And  inp  J^af  word  he  kanght*  a  grete  myrour 

And  seegh  fat  chaunged  was  al  his  colour 

And  seegh  his  visage  al  in  anoj^er  kinde 

And  light*  anofl  it*  ranne  him  in  his  mynde 

That  silken  his  &ce  was  so  disfignred 

Of  malady  pe  whidi  he  had  endured 

He  myght6  wel  if  faf  he  bare  hym  lowe 

Lyue  in  Athenes  euermore  vnknowe 

And  seen  his  lady  wel  nye  day  he  day 

And  right*  anon  he  chaunged  his  aiay 

And  dad  him  as  a  poor  labore[er] 

And  [al]  alon  sauf  oonly  a  sqwiere 

That*  knewe  his  priuete  and  al  his  coas 

Whiche  was  disgised  poorly  as  he  waas 

To  Athenes  is  he  gon  pe  next^  way 

And  to  pe  courte  he  went*  vpon  a  day 

And  at  pe  gate  he  profered  his  seruyse 

To  drogge  and  drawe  what*  so  men  wil  deuise 

And  shortely  of  ]>is  mater  forto  seyil 

He  felle  in  office  wi}>  a  chan^berleyil 

The  whiche  pat  was  dwelling*  wip  Emelye 

ffoT  he  was  wise  and  sone  cou]>e  aspye 

Of  euery  seruatente  which  pat  seme])  here 

Wel  coupe  he  hewen  wode  and  watei*  here 

ffor  he  was  yonge  and  myghty  for  pe  nonys 

And  |>6rto  he  was  strongs  and  bigge  of  bonys 
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To  done  ]yat  eny  wijt*  him  can  deuifio 

A  jeer  or  two  lie  was  in  ^is  serajse 

Page  in  }>e  Chambre  of  Emelj  fe  biijt 

And  Philostrate  he  seide  ]»t  he  h^t* 

But*  half  so  wel  hiloned  a  man  as  he 

Ne  was  fer  neuer  in  courte  of  his  degie 

He  was  [so]  gentil  of  Condiciotoi 

pB,V  foTowe  out  al  pe  court*  was  his  renoun 

Thei  seide  ))at*  if  was  a  charite 

That*  theseus  wolde  enhaunce  his  degre 

And  putten  hym  in  worshipful  seruyse 

^er  as  he  myght*  his  vertue  exercise 

And  ]>us  wi^  in  a  while  his  name  is  spronge 

Bothen  of  his  dedes  and  of  his  good  tonge 

That*  Theseus  h&p  taken  hym  so  nere 

^at  of  his  chambere  he  made  hjm  a  squyerd 

And  jaue  him  gold  to  meyntene  his  degn 

And  eke  men  broujf  hjm  out*  of  his  cuntre 

ffro  jere  to  jere  ful  piiuely  his  rente 

But*  honestly  and  sleijly  he  it*  spente 

That*  no  man  wondred .  how  J^af  he  it  hadde 

And  thre  jere  in  fia  wise  his  lif  he  ladde 

And  bare  hym  so  in  pees  and  eke  in  wene 

^er  is  no  man  ]yat*  Theseus  hath  deire 

And  in  fis  blisse  lete  I  nowe  Arcite 

And  speke  I  wil  of  Palamon  a  lite 

IT  In  derknesse  in  horrible  and  strong*  prisofl 

This  yij.  jere  haf^L  sitten  Palamon 

ffor-pyned  what*  for  woo  and  for  distresse 

Who  feleth  double  soor  and  heyynesse 

But  Palamon  ^af  loue  destreyne])  so 

That*  wode  out*  of  his  wit*  he  goj)  for  woo 

And  eke  J^erto  he  is  a  pr/sonere 

Perpetuelly  not*  oonly  for  a  jere 

Who  cowde  ryme  in  englissh  proprely 

His  martierdome  for  sop  it  am  nof  I 
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Theif or  I  passe  as  li^tlj  as  I  may 

IT  It  felle  ])af  in  J>e  T\j.  jere  of  May 

The  .ig.  nyghf  as  olde  Lokes  seyfl 

^t^  al  |>is  stoiy  telle])  more  pleyfi  1464 

Were  it  by  auentuie  or  be  destynye 

Ab  whan  a  fmg  is  shape  it*  shal  be 

That  sone  aftere  the  mydnyjf  Palamofl 

By  helpinge  of  a  firende  brak  prison  1468 

And  flee])  ]>e  Cite  fast*  as  he  may  goo  /  ae«f  ti 

ffor  he  had  jene  his  gaylere  drink  so 

Of  a  Clerrey  made  of  a  certeyn  wyne 

Wif  yercotiks  and  opy  of  Thebes  fyne  1472 

]yaf  al  ^at*  ny^f  ]x)ngh  ^t  men  wol<)  hym  shake 

fe  Gailler  sclepte  and  mj^ie  not*  awake 

IT  And  fuB  he  flee])  as  fast  as  euer  he  may 

fe  ny^t*  was  shorf  and  fast[e]  by  pe  day  1476 

^1^  nedee  cosf  he  mosf  him  self  hiden 

And  til  a  groue  £ast6  ther  besiden 

Wi]>  dredf 111  foote  ^an  stalkej)  Falamon 

ffor  shortely  fia  was  his  opynyofl  1480 

Thaf  in  ])af  groue  he  wolde  hym  hide  alday 

And  in  fe  nyght*  ^an  wolde  he  take  his  way 

To  Thebes  ward  his  flrendes  f orto  prey 

On  thesens  to  helpe  hym  to  weirey  1484 

A[nd]  shortely  eijwr  he  wold  lese  his  liff 

Or  wynnen  Emely  to  his  lonely  wiff* 

This  is  )>effe8te  and  his  entente  pleyfi 

^  Nowe  wil  I  tume  vnto  Arcite  ageyfi  1488 

Thaf  litel  wisf  howe  negh  ])af  was  his  care 

Til  ysLif  fortune  had  kau^t*  hjm  in  his  snare 

The  bysy  larke  massagere  of  day 

SalueJ)  in  her  songe  pe  morowe  gray  1402 

And  fi&ry  Fhebus  riaep  vp  so  bri3t 

Jmt*  al  pe  Orient  laugheth  of  his  si^t* 

And  wi])  his  stremes  drie])  in  ^e  greues  / 

The  siluer  dropes  honging*  in  pe  leues  1496 
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IT  And  Arcita  Jat*  in  f  e  courte  Royall: 

WitR  Theseus  his  squyei^  piyncipaft 

Is  nsen  and  lokej)  on  ])e  meiy  day 

And  forto  don  his  obseruatmce  to  Maij  1500 

Eemembring*  fe  poinf  of  his  desire 

He  on  his  couisere  sterting*  as  ]>e  fire 

Is  riden  into  fe  feeldes  him  to  pley 

Out^  of  fe  courte  were  it*  a  myle  or  twey  1504 

And  to  fe  Groue  of  whicti  pat  1  30U  tolde  cie«r2i,  b*cki 

By  auenture  his  way  by-gon  to  holde 

And  maken  hym  a  garlon<$  of  |>e  greues 

"Were  if  of  wodbynde  or  hawthorn  leues  1508 

And  loude  he  songe  a^einst  ]>e  sonne  shene 

May  vrip  all  pi  floures  and  pi  grene 

Welcome  be  J^owc  faire  fireashe  May 

I  hope  ]>at  I  soniTTte  grene  gete  may  1512 

And  from  his  courser  wi}>  a  lusty  herte 

Into  pQ  Groue  ful  hastely  he  sterte 

And  in  a  path  he  rome^  vp  and  doun 

per  as  by  auenture  of  pia  Palamotm  1516 

Was  in  a  busshe  ^at  no  man  my^f  hym  see 

ffor  soor  affer<)  of  his  de^  was  he 

IT  Ko  ^inge  ne  knewe  he  ^af  it  was  Arcyte 

God  wote  he  wold  haue  trowed  it  ful  lite  1520 

Buf  Qop  is  seide  goon  sithen  mony  jeres 

That*  feelde  hath  yen  and  pQ  wode  hsLp  eeres 

If  is  fill  faire  a  man  to  here  hym  euene 

ffor  alday  meteu  men  af  ynsef*  steuene  1524 

£ful  litel  wote  Arcite  of  his  felawe 

pB,if  was  so  nygH  to  harken  of  his  sawe 

ffor  in  pe  busshe  he  sittejy  now  ful  stille 

Whan  }>af  Arcite  had  romed  al  his  fille  1528 

And  songen  af  the  roundel  lustely 

Into  a  stody  he  felle  sodeynly 

As  don  p'lBQ  loners  in  her  queynt[e]  geres 

Now  in  pe  croppe  now  doun  in  pe  breres  1532 
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Kow  vp  nowe  doune  as  Bokef  in  a  welle 

Itijt  as  fe  fndsLj  Boply  forto  telle 

'Now  it  sbyne])  nowe  it  reynejy  faste 

Bi^t  80  gan  geiy  Yenus  ener  caste  1536 

The  liertes  of  her  folk  rijt  as  hii'  day 

Is  Gerfal .  ri^t*  so  chsmngep  she  aiay 

Selde  is  ]>e  Mday  al  ])e  weke  ylike 

IT  Whan  f&t  Arcito  nad  ysonge  he  gan  to  sike  1540 

And  sette  hym  doune  with  oute[n]  eny  more  peaf  22] 

Alias  quod  he  ])af  day  ]»af  I  was  bore 

Howe  longe  luno  ])orgh  pi  cruelte 

Wiltow  werryen  Thebes  j>e  Citee  1544 

Alias  ybioughf  is  to  confosiofL 

The  blood  Eoial  of  Cadme  and  Amphion 

Of  Cadmus  whiche  }>af  was  pe  first  man 

That  Thebes  bilt .  or  first*  >e  tonne  bygan  1548 

And  of  ye  Cite  first*  was  corowned  kinge 

Of  his  lynage  am  I  and  of  his  of-springe 

By  veirey  lyne  as  of  J^e  stok  Boiall: 

And  nowe  I  am  so  Catif  and  so  thral  1552 

That*  he  }>at*  is  my  mortal  enemye 

I  serue  him  as  his  sqwier  poorlye 

And  jit  do))  me  luno  wel  more  shame 

ffor  I  dar  not*  be-knowe  myn  owne  name  1556 

But  pec  [as]  I  was  wonte  to  hijt*  Arcite 

Kow  hight*  I  Philostrate  not*  vroTpe  a  myte 

IT  Alias  pOM  felle  Mars  alias  ]>ou  luno 

Thus  ha))  joure  Ire  our  lynage  alfordo  1560 

Sauf  oonly  me  and  wrecched  Palamoa 

That  Theseus  martere])  in  prisofL 

And  ouer  al  ))is  to  sleen  me  ytterly 

Lone  hap  faire  his  darte  so  brennyngly  1564 

Istiked  )x)rgh  my  trewe  careful  herte 

That  shapen  was  my  de])  arst  pan  my  sherte 

^  sleen  me  wi)>  joure  yen  Emelye 

5e  ben  pe  cause  wherfore  pa,i?  1  dye  1568 
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Of  al  the  remenant*  of  myn  ofer  care 

Ne  sette  I  noujt*  the  moTintance  of  a  tare 

So  ]>at  I  cowde  do  oujt*  to  ^our  plesaunce  . 

And  wif  ^af  woid  he  felle  dot^n  in  a  trauTtce  1572 

A  longe  tyme  and  afterwaixf  he  yp  stert 

])is  Palamon  ))af  ]>ou3t*  }>at  ]K)rgh  [his]  herte 

He  felte  a  colde  swerde  sodeinlj  glide 

ffor  Ire  he  qwoke  no  lenger  wold  he  bide   '^tJ^nUftSta^SiSi 

IT  And  whan  ]»f  he  had  herde  Arcites  tale  '^^^  ^^'^ 

As  he  were  wode  wip  face  dede  a7id  pale 

He  sterf  hym  yp  out*  of  the  huskes  thikke 

And  seide  Arcite  fals  tiaitonr  quykke  1580 

Now  art*  pon  henf  Jaf  louesf  my  lady  boo 

ffor  whom  Jmt*  I  haue  al  pia  peyn  and  woo 

And  art*  my  blood  and  to  my  counsel  swome 

As  I  ful  oft*  have  tolde  pe  here  to  fom  1584 

And  hast*  by-iaped  here  Duke  Theseus 

And  falsly  chaunged  hast  ])i  name  pvm 

I  wil  be  dede  or  ellis  ))oa  shalt  dye 

Thowe  shalt*  not*  loue  my  lady  Emely  1588 

But  I  wil  loue  hii'  oonly  and  no  moo 

ITor  I  am  Palamon  }>i  mortel  ffoo 

And  }>ou3e  p&i?  I  no  wepen  haue  in  pia  place 

But  out*  of  prisofL  am  I-sterf  by  grace  1592 

I  drede  nou3t*  but*  eij)er  J)ou  shalt*  dye 

Or  f  ou  ne  shalt*  not*  loue  Emelye 

Chese  which  fou  wQt*  or  j^ou  shalt*  not*  asterte 

IT  This  Arcite  wij  ful  dispitous  herte  1596 

Whan  he  hym  knewe  and  had  his  tale  herd 

As  feers  as  a  lyon  pulled  out*  a  swercl 

And  seide  ]>us  by  god  psAf  sitte]^  aboue 

'Nq  it  were  ^af  ]>ou  art  seke  and  wode  for  loue  1600 

And  eke  ]>at*  }>ou  no  wepen  hast  in  ])is  place 

Thow  shuldest  neuere  out*  of  }>i8  groue  pace 

p&V  povL  ne  shuldest  dyen  of  mjrn  honde 

ITor  I  defie  j^e  swerte  and  pQ  bonde  1604 
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Whidi  y&t  ))0U  seist*  I  haue  made  to  )ye 

What'  veirey  fool  f&ok  wel  Jat*  loue  is  free 

And  I  T¥il  loue  hii*  mawgre  al  Ji  myjf 

Bat*  for  as  moche  as  )>on  art  a  wor])i  kny^t*  1608 

And  wiliest*  to  darreyn  hii'  by  bataille 

Haue  here  my  tiou^  to  morwe  I  nyl  not"  faille 

Wi])  outen  witting^  of  eny  opere  wight*  [iMf »] 

That*  here  I  wil  be  founden  as  a  knyght*  1612 

And  bringen  hameis  li^f  ynough  for  ^ 

And  chese  fe  besf  and  leue  fQ  worst*  for  me 

And  mete  and  diink  )ns  nyghtd  wil  I  bringe 

Tnough  for  fe  and  cLofes  for  ]>i  beddynge  1616 

And  if  so  be  J»at*  pou  my  lady  wynne 

And  sclee  me  in  pia  wode  per  I  am  Inne 

Thow  maist  wel  haue  |>i  lady  as  for  me 

This  Palamon  answerd  I  graunte  if  pe  1620 

And  puB  Jyei  bene  departed  til  a  morowe 

Whan  eche  of  hem  had  leide  his  fei])  to  borowe 

IT  0  cupide  out*  of  al  charite 

O  r^ne  ]yat  wold  no  felawe  haue  wi^  pe  1624 

fipdl  so)>  is  seide  ]»at*  loue  ne  lordship 

Wil  not*  his  povkea  haue  no  felawship 

We  fynde  ]>at*  of  Arcite  and  Palamot^n 

Aidte  is  riden  anon  into  the  totoi  1628 

And  on  pe  morowe  er  it*  were  day  Ujf 

fful  pnuely  two  hameys  ha]»  he  dijt* 

Both  suffisaunf  and  mete  to  darreyfi 

The  bataille  in  J^e  feelde  bytwix  hem  tweyik  1632 

And  on  his  hors  allone  as  he  was  born 

He  cariejy  al  his  hameys  hym  bifoin 

And  in  pe  Groue  at*  tyme  and  place  ysette 

This  Arcite  and  pia  Palamon  ben  mette  1636 

To  chaungen  gan  pe  colour  in  her  face 

Bight*  as  pe  hunters  in  [the]  reyne  of  trace 

That*  stonde]?  atte  gap[pe]  wi])  a  spere 

Whan  himted  is  pe  lyon  or  pe  here  1640 
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And  here])  him  come  ru88hmg<  in  J>e  Greues 

And  breke])  both  [the]  bowes  and  fe  leues 

And  ]>enke])  here  coTTuneth  my  mortal  enemye 

Wijy  out6  faUe  lie  mote  be  dede  or  I  1644 

ffor  eipet  I  moot*  scleen  him  atte  gappe 

Or  he  moot  sclee  me  if  ]>at*  me  myshappe 

So  feerden  [thei]  in  chaungyng^  of  here  hwe         Dearts,  tadci 

As  fer  as  euerich  of  hem  o]»er  knewe  1648 

Ther  nas  no  good  day  ne  no  salnynge 

But  strei^t*  wi])  oute  worde  or  rehersinge 

Euerich  of  hem  helpejy  forto  arme  o^r^ 

As  frendly  as  he  were  his  owne  broj^ei'  1652 

And  after  Jyaf  with  sharpe  speres  stronge 

They  foynen  eche  af  o])er  wonder  longe 

Thow  myjtesf  wene  ^af  Jyis  Falamon 

In  his  fightinga  were  a  wood  lyofi  1656 

And  as  [a]  cruel  tigre  was  Ardte 

As  wilde  boores  gon  fei  to-gidei'  smyte 

Thaf  frothen  white  as  fome  for  yre  woode 

Yp  to  J^e  Ancle  fong^t*  pel  in  her  bloode  1660 

And  in  fin  wise  I  lete  hem  fighting^  dwelle 

And  for])  I  wil  of  Theseus  30a  telle 

IT  The  destanye  ministei'  general!: 

That*  execute])  in  fe  world  ouer  att  1664 

The  purueaunce  ])at  god  ha]>  say  bif ore 

So  stronge  if  is  ))at*  fei  pQ  world  had  it  swore 

pe  contrarie  of  a  fmge  be  ye  or  nay 

Jif  som  tyme  it  shal  falle  on  a  day  1668 

That*  falle))  nou3f  efb  vrip  in  a  ])ousand  yere 

ffor  certeynly  our  appetites  here 

Be  if  of  werre  or  pees,  or  hate  or  loue 

Al  is  ]>is  rewled  by  ])e  sight  aboue  1672 

This  mene  I  nowe  by  myghty  Theseus 

Thaf  forto  hunte  is  so  desirous 

And  namely  atte  grete  herf  in  Maij 

Thaf  in  his  bed  |)er  dawe])  hym  no  day  1676 
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Thaf  he  nys  cladde  and  ledy  forto  ride 
Wi]»  hunte  and  hoTn  and  houndes  hym  biside 
ffor  in  his  hunting  hsip  he  swich  delite 
That*  if  is  al  his  ioye  and  appetite  1680 

To  bene  hym  self  ]>e  grete  hertes  bane 
ffor  after  Mars  he  serae])  nowe  Dyane 
Cleer  was  ]^  day  as  I  haue  told  er  ]»is  /  Deaf  m] 

And  Theseus  wi]>  alpe]  loie  and  blis  1684 

WiJ>  his  ypolita  ]>e  fsdre  quene 
And  Emely[e]  closed  al  in  grene 
On  huntinge  bene  fei  riden  rially 

And  to  ])e  Groue  )»af  stode  fill  fasf  by  1688 

In  which  ]>er  was  an  herte  as  men  hym  tolde 
Buf  Theseus  fe  streight^  way  haf  holde 
And  to  fe  launde  he  ride])  hym  ful  ri^f 
ffor  )»ider  was  ]»e  herf  wonte  to  haue  his  flijt*  1692 

And  ouer  a  broke  and  so  for]»  on  his  way 
This  duke  wil  haue  a  cours  af  hym  or  tway 
Wi]y  houndes  swlch  as  J^af  him  list  comaunde 
And  whan  pia  duke  was  come  ynto  ]»e  launde  1696 

Vnder  fe  sonne  he  loked  anoil 
He  was  ware  of  Arcite  and  Palamofi 
That*  fou^ten  breme  as  if  were  boles  two 
The  biijtd  swerdes  wenten  to  and  firo  1700 

8o  hidously  )»af  wi]>  ]>e  l6est[e]  stroke 
It  seme))  ]>at  it  wold  f ellen  an  oke 
Buf  whaf  fei  were  no  pinff  he  ne  wote 
This  duke  his  courser  wi])  his  spores  smoote  1704 

And  af  a  sterf  he  was  atwixe  hem  twoo 
,  A  pulled  ouf  a  swerde  and  cried  hoo 
No  more  vp  peyn  of  lesing*  of  ^our  hede 
By  myghty  mars  he  shal  anon  be  dede  1708 

Thaf  smyte])  eny  stroke  ])af  I  may  sene 
Buf  telle])  me  whaf  myster  men  je  bene 
Thaf  ben  so  hardy  forto  fijten  here 
WiJ)  out6  lugge.  or  o])er  officere  1712 
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H  Ab  it  were  in  litel  liste  lyally 

This  Palamon  answerde  hastily 

And  seide  Sii'  whaf  nede])  wordes  moo 

We  han  ])e  de]>e  deserued  ho])  twoo  1716 

Two  woful  wrecched  be  we  two  catyfes 

pat  bene  encomhred  of  onre  owne  lifes 

And  as  ]>ow  art*  a  ri^tful  loide  and  luge  ^eatu,  back] 

Ne  )eue  tb  nei]»er  mercy  ne  refuge  1720 

But*  sole  me  furst*  for  seint^  laiite 

£uf  slee  my  felowe  eke  as  wel  as  mo 

Or  slee  hym  [first]  for  )»oiigh  ]^o[u3  knowest  lite 

This  is  pi  mortal  £foo  pis  is  aicite  1724 

Thaf  firom  pi  londe  is  hanshed  on  his  hede 

ffor  whiche  he  hap  deserued  to  be  dede 

ffor  pis  is  he  paf  come  vnto  pi  gate 

And  saide  paf  he  highf  Philostrate  1728 

Thus  hap  he  laped  pe  ful  mony  a  ^ere 

And  pou  hast*  made  him  pi  chief  squyere 

And  pis  is  he  paf  louep  Emelye 

ffor  sip  paf  day  is  commen  paf  I  shal  dye  1732 

I  make  pleynly  my  confessiofl 

Thaf  I  am  pilk[e]  woofol  Palamofi 

Thaf  hap  pi  piison  broken  wikkedly 

I  am  pi  mortal  f 00  and  if  am  I  1736 

Thaf  louep  so  bote  Emely  pe  bnjf 

Thaf  I  wil  dye  presenf  in  her  sijf 

Wherfore  I  axe  dep  and  my  Iwes 

Bnf  scle  my  felawe  in  pe  same  wise  1740 

ffor  hope  we  ban  deserued  forto  be  sclayn 

This  worpi  duke  answerd  anon  agayn 

And  saide  pis  is  a  shorf  conclusiofi 

Joure  owne  moupe  be  joure  confession  1744 

Hap  dampned  per  ^ou  and  I  wil  if  recorde 

Hit  nedep  nof  to  pyne  jou  wip  acorde 

He  shul  be  dede  by  myjty  mars  pe  rede 

The  queue  anoon  for  verrey  wommanhede  1748 
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Gan  [for]  to  wepe  and  so  seide  Emelye 

And  al  fe  ladis  in  ]>e  companye 

Giete  pite  was  if  as  it  poufV  hem  alle 

Thaf  euere  such  a  chaunce  shuld  byfalle  1752 

ffor  gentil  men  ]>ei  were  of  grete  estate 

And  no  ]>inge  buf  for  loue  was  pis  debate 

And  seegti  her  blody  woundes  wide  and  sore  onf  u] 

And  alle  criden  boJ>[e]  lasse  and  more  1756 

Haue  mercy  ypon  ys  wommen  alle 

And  on  her  bare  knees  doiin  ^  jBelUo 

And  wold  han  kissed  his  fete  ]»er  he  stoode 

Til  af  ]»e  lasf  a-sclaked  was  his  moode  1760 

ffor  pite  renne])  sone  in  gentile  herte 

And  Jioughe  he  firsf  for  ire  quoke  and  sterte 

He  ha]>  considered  shortly  in  a  cknse 

The  trespase  of  hem  both[e]  and  pe  cause  1764 

And  al  fon^e  his  Ire  her  gilf  accused 

3if  in  his  reson  he  hem  both  excused 

And  pus  he  poujte  wel  ])af  euery  man 

Wol  helpe  him  self  in  loue  if  paf  he  can  1 768 

And  eke  delyuere  him  self  ouf  of  prtsoA 

And  eke  him  self  had  compassiofi 

Of  wommen  for  ])ei  wepen  euere  in  oon 

And  in  his  gentile  herf  he  ]K>ujf  an5n  1772 

And  soft^  Tnto  him  self  he  seide  fye 

Ypon  a  lord  pat*  wil  haue  no  mercy 

Buf  be  a  lyon  hope  in  word  and  dede 

To  hem  paf  bene  in  repentaunce  and  drede  1776 

As  wel  as  to  a  prowde  dispitous  man 

That  wil  mey[n]tene  paf  he  first  bygan 

Thaf  lord  hap  litel  in  discreccion 

Thaf  in  such  caas  can  no  diuisiofi  1780 

But  weiep  pride  and  humblenesse  aftei'  oon 

And  shortely  whan  his  Ire  was  pus  agon 

He  gan  to  loken  vp  wip  eyen  light* 

And  spake  pise  same  wordes  al  on  highf  1784 
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The  god  of  love,  o  Bcncdicite 

How  myghty  and  howe  grete  a  lord  is  he 

Ajeinst  his  myghf  per  ^ejnep  noil  obstacles 

He  may  be  cleped  a  god  for  his  myracles  1788 

ffor  he  can  maken  at  is  owne  gyse 

Of  euerich  hert*  as  pSki^  hym  list*  devise 

Lo  here  ]»is  arcite  and  ]ns  Palamon  iic«r2&,  huk] 

That  quietely  were  onf  of  prison  gofl  1 792 

And  myght*  haue  lyued  in  thebes  Eially 

And  weten  I  am  her  mortal  enemye 

And  J>af  her  dej>  is  in  [my]  myght*  also  / 

And  ^if  haj)  loue  mawgre  her  eyen  two  1796 

[I-]Brou3t*  him  hidere  boJi[e]  forto  dye 

Now  lokej)  is  not"  fis  a  grete  folye 

Who  may  be  a  fool  but^  if  he  loue 

Biholde  for  goddes  loue  ]>af  sitte])  aboue  1800 

See  howe  Jei  blede  bene  J>ei  not*  wel  araied 

Thus  hap  her  lorde  pe  god  of  loue  hem  paled 

Her  wages  and  her  fees  for  her  seruise 

And  }if  ]>ei  wenene  for  to  bene  ful  ^vise  1804 

That*  seruen  loue  for  ou3t*  )»at*  may  bifalle 

Buf  ^if  is  ]>is  pe  heste  game  of  alia 

Thaf  she  for  whom  yei  haue  pis  lolite 

Can  hem  as  moche  thonke  as  me  1808 

Shee  wote  no  more  of  al  pis  bote  fare 

By  god  fan.  wote  an  Cuckowe  or  an  hare 

Buf  al  mosf  be  assaied  bote  and  cold 

A  man  mote  be  a  fool  or  jonge  or  old  1812 

I  wote  if  by  my  self  for  yore  agone 

ffor  in  my  tyme  a  seruatmte  was  I  oone 

And  perfor  sith  I  knowe  of  loues  peyne 

And  wote  howe  soi^  it  can  a  man  distreyna  1816 

As  he  ]»af  ha]»  oft  bene  caujf  in  his  laas 

I  30U  for^iue  al  holy  ]>is  trespaas  / 

Atte  requesf  of  pe  quene  ]»af  knele]»  here 

And  eke  of  Emelye  my  sustei'  dere  1820 
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And  30  sliul  bo])e  vnto  me  swere 

Thaf  neuermoie  30  shul  my  cuutre  dere 

^e  make  werre  vpon  me  iiy3f  ne  day 

Bat  bene  my  frendes  in  al  feA?  je  may  1824 

I  nowe  for3eue  J>is  tiespase  euery  deft 

And  ]>ei  hym  swore  his  axing<  fail'  and  well 

And  him  of  lordship  and  of  mercye  preide  [iMf  ae] 

And  so  hem  graunte]^  grace  and  pus  he  soide  1828 

To  speke  of  Rial  lynage  and  ricches 

Thoo  ]>at  she  were  a  quene  or  a  princesse 

Eche  of  30U  bo]w  is  wor})i  doutelees 

To  wedden  whan  tyme  iS'buf  na])elees  1832 

I  speke  as  for  my  sustei'  Emelye 

ffor  whoom  je  haue  ]>is  strif  and  lelosie 

3e  wote  3oure  self  ze  may  nof  wedden  two 

Af  ones  pavL^e  3e  fi3ten  euermoo  1836 

yaif  oon  of  30a  be  he  lo]>  or  liefe 

He  mof  go  pipen  in  an  yye  liefe 

This  is  to  say  she  may  nof  nowe  haue  botli 

Ke  be  3e  neuere  so  lelous  and  so  wroth  ^840 

And  for-]>i  per  nowe  put*  in  pis  degre 

Thaf  eche  of  30U  shal  haue  his  destane 

As  hiTTi  is  shape  and  harkene]^  in  whaf  wise 

Lo  here  30ure  ende  and  ]>af  I  shal  devise  1844 

%  My  wiUe  is  ]>is  for  plaf  conclusiofi 

Wip  oute[n]  eny  replicacio£L 

3if  ])af  30U  like]»  take  if  for  pe  besf 

Thaf  euery  of  30U  shal  go  wher  hym  lesf  1848 

ffrely  wi])  outen  raunson  [or]  daungere 

At  piB  day  fifty  wekes  fer  ne  nere 

Euerich  of  30U  shal  bryng*  an  .0.  kny3tes 

Aimed  for  listes  vp  al  rightes  1852 

Al  redy  to  darreyn  hii*  by  batayle 

And  pis  bihote  I  30U  wip  outen  faile 

Ypon  my  troupe  and  as  I  am  a  kny3f 

pat  wheder  of  30U  bop[e]  paf  hap  my3f  1856 
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This  is  to  Beyn  f  af  whedere  he  or  J>owe 

May  wif  his  hundred  as  I  haue  spoke  of  nowe 

Slee  his  coniarary  or  out*  of  lystes  drive 

Than  shal  I  3eue  hym  Emely  to  wyve  I860 

To  whom  ]>at  fortune  ha]>  jeue  so  faire  a  grace 

The  listes  shal  I  do  maken  in  fia  place 

And  god  80  wisly  on  my  soule  rwe  omi  ta,  bMk] 

As  I  shal  euene  luge  be  and  trwe  1864 

3e  shal  non  o]>ere  ende  vdp  me  make 

peiV  oon  of  jou  shal  be  dede  or  take 

And  if  yow  )»enke  fis  is  wel  yseide 

8ey  joiire  ayice  and  holde  }ou  wel  apaide  1868 

This  is  3oure  ende  and  ^our  conclusiofi 

"Who  lokef  lightly  now  buf  Palamon 

Swo  springeth  vj)  for  loie  buf  Arcite 

Who  coude  telle  or  who  coude  if  endite  1872 

The  loie  paf  is  made  in  ]»af  place 

Whan  Theseus  ha])  dofi  so  faire  a  grace 

Buf  doune  on  knees  wenf  euery  manere  wi}f 

And  thonked  hym  wi]>  al  her  herf  and  my3f  1876 

And  namely  ]>iBe  Thybeanes  mony  sith 

And  fua  vnp  hope  and  hertd  blit£ 

Thei  take  her  leue  and  homward  gan  ]»ei  ride 

Tho  Thebes-ward  wi^  olde  walles  wide  1880 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  M8.] 

IT  I  trowe  men  wolde  deme  if  necligence 

If  I  forjete  to  telle  ]>e  dispence 

Of  Theseus  faf  goJ»  so  bisily 

To  maken  yp  fe  listes  rially  1884 

Thaf  Buche  a  noble  theatre  as  if  was 

I  dar  wel  seyn  in  ])is  world  ther  nas 

The  circuyte  a  myle  was  aboute 

Walled  wij  stone  a«d  dicched  al  wij  oute  1888 

Bounde  was  ])e  shappe  in  manere  of  a  compas  / 
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finl  of  degrees  ye  heghif  of  sixty  pass 

That^  whan  a  man  was  sette  on  oon  degre 

He  letted  nof  his  felawe  forto  see  1893 

Estwan)  fer  stode  a  gate  of  Marbel  white 

Westward  right*  such  a  no|»er  in  fe  opposite 

And  shortely  to  conclude  such  a  place 

Was  non  in  erpe  as  in  so  litel  space  189({ 

ffor  in  ^e  londe  fer  nas  no  crafty  man 

That^  Geometrye  or  arsmetrike  can 

Ke  pnrtraioui'  ne  kemei'  of  ymages  pmftT] 

Thaf  Theseus  ne  jaue  him  mete  and  wages  1900 

The  theater  to  make  and  to  devise 

And  forto  doon  his  rijt*  and  his  sacrifise 

He  Estwan)  ha])  [ttp]on  ^e  gate  aboue 

In  worship  of  wenus  goddes  of  loue  1904 

Done  maken  an  awtere  and  an  oratorio 

And  on  ])e  westward  side  in  memorie 

Of  Mars  he  ha]»  maked  ri}f  such  anoj^ere 

^f  cosf  hugely  of  gold  a  £fo])er«  1908 

And  norjjward  in  a  UmteW  on  fe  watt 

Of  Alabaster  white  and  rede  Coratt 

An  oratorio  riche  forto  see 

In  worship  of  Diane  of  chaaatite  1912 

Ha^  Theseus  done  wroi^f  in  noble  wise 

But^  pif  had  I  forgete  forto  devise 

That*  noble  kervingges  and  fe  potirtratures 

^e  shappe  ye  countenatmce  and  J^e  figures  1916 

^t^  weren  in  ye  oratories  thre 

fiirsf  in  ^e  temple  of  Yenus  maist  yon  see 

Wroujf  on  ye  walle  ful  pitous  to  biholde 

ye  broken  slepes  and  ye  sighes  colde  1920 

ye  sacred  teeres  and  ^e  waymentynge 

ye  firy  strokes  of  ye  desiringe 

^t*  loues  seruauntes  in  ]>is  lif  enduren 

ye  Oyea  ^af  her  conauntes  assuren  1924 

Plesaunce  and  hope,  desire  fool-hardynesse 
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Eeaute  and  Jyou^f .  bawdry  richesse 

Channes  and  force,  lesingges  and  flateiye 

DiBpence  bysynefise  and  lelowsie  1928 

f&V  wered  of  ^olowe  goldes  a  garlonde 

And  a  Gukkowe  sitting^  on  her  honde 

ffeestes  inBtromentes  Carolles  daunces 

loste  and  array  and  al  pe  circumstaunces  1932 

Of  lone  whiche  I  rekened  and  reken  shall' 

By  oideie  were  peynted  on  J>e  watt 

And  mo  pan  I  con  [make]  of  mencion  iiMf  27,  back) 

£for  so^ly  al  ^e  mont  of  Citharon  1936 

Ther  Yenns  ha^  her  principal  dwellinge 

Was  shewed  in  pe  walle  in  purtraiynge 

Wi])  al  fe  Gardeyne  and  ]>e  lostynesse 

Nof  was  forjeten  ye  porter  ydehiesse  1940 

Ne  narcisns  ^e  faiie  of  yore  agone 

Ke  3if  ye  foly  of  king*  salamon 

Ne  yiV  ye  grete  strengthe  of  hercules 

ye  enchanntementz  of  Medea  and  certes  1944 

Ne  of  Tumns  wif  J^e  hardy  fires  corage 

ye  riche  Cresns  catif  in  seroage 

Thus  may  ^e  sene  ]»at  wisdom  ne  ricchesse 

Bewte  ne  scleighte.  strengthe  hardynesse  1948 

Ne  may  with  Venus  holde  chaumpartie 

ffor  as  her  list  fe  worlcJ  fan  may  she  gie 

IT  Loo  alle  f  ise  folk  so  caught*  were  in  her  las 

To  yei  for  woo  fdl  often  seide  alas  1952 

Suffise])  here  oon  ensample  or  two 

And  ]K)ughe  |)er  coude  rekne  a  thousand  moo 

The  statue  of  Venus  glorious  to  see 

Was  naked  fletinge  in  ye  large  see  1956 

And  from  ye  nauel  dotm  al  keuered  was 

Wiy  wawes  grene  and  br^f  as  eny  glas 

A  Citole  in  hire  ri^ta  hond  had  she 

And  on  her  hede  ful  semely  to  see  19  GO 

A  Rose  garlonde  fresshe  an  wel  smellinge 
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Aboue  her  hede  her  dowues  flatennge 

Byfoie  hii'  stode  hii'  sone  Cupido 

Ypon  his  shxildeis  wenges  had  he  two  1964 

And  blynde  he  was  as  if  is  ofte  sene 

A  bowe  he  bare  and  arowes  bii^f  and  kene 

V  Whi  8hnl<l  I  not  eke  as  wel  telle  ^ou  alle 

The  pouitiatnre  J»f  was  vpon  J>e  walle  1968 

WiJ>  in  ])e  temple  of  mj^tj  mats  ]>e  rede 

Al  peynted  was  ]»e  walle  in  lengthe  and  brede 

Like  to  fe  Estres  of  fe  grisly  place  Deaf  tsi 

fe  highf  pe  gr[e]te  temple  of  Mars  in  trace  1972 

In  )»ilk[e]  colde  frosty  Eegydn 

Ther  as  Mars  ha]>  his  souereyn  mancion 

IT  £Br8f  on  ^e  walle  was  peynted  a  foreste 

In  which  yer  wonne]>  nei)»er  man  ne  beste  1976 

"Wif  knotty  knarry  bareyn  trees  olde 

Of  stubbes  sharpe  and  hidous  to  biholde 

In  which  per  was  a  rombled  and  a  swoghe 

As  ]K)ug!L  a  storme  shuld  breke  euery  boij^e  1980 

And  dounward  /  horn,  an  hille  vnder  a  benf 

There  stode  ye  temple  of  Mars  Aimypotenf 

Wrought*  of  al  of  bnmyd  steel  of  which  ]>e  entenf 

Was  longe  and  streif  and  goostly  forto  sent*  1984 

And  per  out*  came  a  rage  in  such  a  wise 

))af  it*  made  al  fe  gates  forto  rise 

Til  nor]>eron  li3f  in  at  Jie  doores  shoofl 

ffor  wyndowe  on  pe  watt  ]>an  was  per  n5fi  1988 

^rowe  whiche  men  my^t  eny  lighf  disc^me 

fe  door  was  al  of  Athamanf  eteme 

Yclenched  ouertwerf  and  endelonge 

Wi^  Iren  towe  forto  make  it*  stronge  1992 

Euery  piler  pe  temple  to  sustene 

Was  tonne  grete  of  yren  bri3f  and  shene 

Ther  seghe  I  forst*  fe  [derk]  ymagynyng* 

Of  felowny  and  al  pe  compassing*  1996 

The  cruel  Lre  rede  as  eny  gleede 
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fe  Pikpura  aftd  eke  ye  pale  drede 

fe  smyler  wi))  fe  knyf  vnder  fe  doke 

)»e  shippen  brennyng*  yrip  fe  blak[e]  smoke  2000 

fe  tieson  of  fe  mor|>eri]ig*  in  ])e  bedde 

pe  open  weire  wif  wonndes  al  by-bledde 

Conteckte  wif  blody  knyff  and  eharpe  manace 

Al  fill  of  cbirkinge  was  Jiaf  soiy  place  2004 

pe  Bcleer  of  him  self  jif  segH  I  ]>eie 

His  herte-bloode  ha^  ba^ed  al  his  here 

The  nayle  ydiyuen  in  ]>e  shode  a  ny3l^  (imtti,  t»ek] 

Wiy  colde  de]>e  wi]>  monjie  gaping*  vp  rijf  2008 

Amyddes  of  pe  temple  satte  a  meschaunce 

Wip  discomfort*  and  soil  countenaimce 

$t*  saughe  I  woodnesse  laughing*  in  his  rage 

Armed  compleinf  outhees  and  fires  corage  2013 

J?e  Careyn  in  fe  bussh  wif  ^rote  ycorre 

A  thousand  sclayne  and  nof  of  qualme  ystorue 

This  tyraunf  wij>  J>e  pray  by  force  yrafte 

]>e  toune  destroied  fev  nas  no  ^ing<  ylafte  2016 

3it*  seghe  I  brent*  J)e  shippes  Hoppesteres 

The  hunte  strangled  wij>  J^e  wilde  beres 

The  sowe  fretinge  f  e  childe  ri3f  in  J>e  cradefl: 

The  Coke  yscalded  for  al  his  longe  ladeit  2020 

Noujt  was  forgeten  by  ^e  infortune  of  Marte 

The  Carter  ouer-riden  wij  Jw  Carte 

Vndere  J)e  whele  ful  lowe  he  lay  adotm 

yere  were  also  of  Martes  dyuysioun  2024 

)»e  Barboure  ])e  bochere  and  ])e  Smytli 

^af  forge^  sharpe  swerdes  on  ]>e  stitll 

And  al  aboue  depeynted  in  a  toure 

Saughe  I  conquest*  sittinge  in  grete  honours  2028 

WiJ)  J>e  sharpe  swerde  oner  his  hede 

Hanginge  by  a  sotile  twyned  frede 

Depeinted  was  ]>e  the  sclauughtei^  of  luliu 

Of  grete  Nero  and  of  Anthoneus  2032 

Al  be  Jat*  filke  tyme  J)ei  were  vnborfl 
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$t  was  her  de^  depeinted  y&t  bifoifi 

By  mftTiftmng  of  Mais  n}f  by  figaie 

80  was  if  shewed  in  fe  purtaratiue  2036 

As  is  depeinted  in  fe  certres  aboue 

Who  shal  be  ded  or  slayne  for  loue 

Sa£5se)  oon  ensample  in  stories  olde 

I  may  nof  rekne  hem  al[le]  pou^e  I  wolde  2040 

fe  statue  of  mars  vpon  a  carte  stode 

Armed  and  loked  giymme  as  he  were  wode 

And  oner  his  hode  ])er  shyne^  two  figures  Vmtvf] 

Of  sterres  p&if  bene  cleped  in  figures  2044 

That*  oon  Puella  that*  o^  rubeus 

This  god  of  armes  was  araied  fua 

A  wolf  j>er  stode  to  fom  him  at*  his  fete 

Wi]!  eyen  rede  and  of  a  man  he  ete  2048 

Wip  sotel  pensel  was  depeynted  ])is  storie 

In  recordinge  of  Mars  and  [of]  his  glorie 

%  Nowe  to  ye  temple  of  Dyane  ^e  chaste 

As  shortely  as  I  can  I  wil  me  haste  2052 

To  telle  30U  al  the  descripciozm 

Depeynted  was  pe  walk  vp  and  doun 

Of  huntinge  and  of  shamfast  chastite 

per  saughe  I  how  wooM  calistope  2056 

Whan  ]>at*  Dyane  agreued  was  [with]  here 

Was  turned  from  a  womman  to  a  here 

And  after  was  she  made  pe  lode-sterre 

Thus  was  she  peynted  I  can  say  30U  no  ferre  2060 

Her  sone  is  eke  a  sterre  as  30  may  see 

]»er  saughe  I  dane  turned  to  a  tree 

I  mene  nof  pe  goddes  Dyane 

Buf  Penneus  doughter  which  pai  hiyie  dane  2064 

pet  saugh  I  Attheon  an  hert*  ymaked 

ffor  vengeaunce  ])at*  he  segh  diane  al  naked 

I  saugh  ^af  how  his  houndes  haue  hym  caughte 

And  iieten  him  for  ])ei  knewe  hym  naujte  2068 

Jif  ypeynted  was  a  litel  f  er)>ermore 
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Howe  Atthelaunt*  hunted  )»e  wilde  bore 

And  maleagre  and  mony  o]>er  moo/ 

flfor  whiche  diane  inronjt*  hjm  care  and  woo  2072 

Ther  seghe  I  many  ano]>6r  wor]>i  stoiy 

Whiche  men  lisf  not*  to  drowe  to  memory 

This  goddes  vpon  an  herf  M  wel  she  sette 

Wi]»  smale  houndes  al  about*  her  fete  2076 

And  vndeme^e  her  fete  she  had  a  mone 

Wexing*  if  was  and  shal  wany  sone 

In  gaudy  grene  her  statue  clo]>es  was  fimtn,  bAckj 

Wi])  bowe  in  honde  and  arowes  in  a  cas  2080 

Her  eyen  keste  she  ful  lowe  a  doune 

Ther  Pluto  ha^  his  detke  regioun 

A  woman  travailing*  was  hii'  bifom 

Buf  for  her  child  was  so  longe  ynborfi  2084 

fful  pitously  lucyna  can  she  calle 

And  seide  helpe  for  ]>ou  maisf  best*  of  alle 

Wel  coude  he  peynte  lyvely  faf  it  wroujt* 

Wi]!  mony  a  floreyne  he  )»e  coloures  boi^f  2088 

IT  Now  bene  pise  Hstes  made  and  theseus 

Thaf  at  his  grete  cost*  araied  ]»us 

fe  temple  and  fe  theatre  eaerj  dele 

Whan  if  was  done  him  liked  wondei'  wele  2092 

Buf  stinf  I  wil  of  Theseus  a  lite 

And  speke  of  Palamon  and  [of]  arcite 

The  [day]  approchep  of  her  retoumynge 

)»af  eueriche  shuld  an  G.  knyghtes  bringe  2096 

The  bataiUe  to  dairey  as  I  you  toldd 

And  to  Athenes  her  couenaunte  forto  holde  ] 

Ha])  euery  of  hem  broujf  an  .0.  knyghtes 

Wel  armed  for  ]>e  werre  af  al[le]  rightes  2100 

And  sikerly  per  trowed  many  a  man 

Thaf  neuere  sij  paf  pe  world  bygan 

Thaf  forto  speke  of  knyghthode  of  her  honde 

As  fer  as  god  ha)»  maked  see  or  londe  2104 

Nas  of  so  fewe  so  noble  a  companye 
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ffor  eueiy  wighf  ]>at*  loued  ohivaliye 

And  wold  bis  ]K>iikes  haue  a  passaunte  name 

Ha]>  pieide  ]>af  he  myghf  be  of  ]>af  game  2108 

And  wel  was  bim  f&if  ^erto  chosen  was 

ffor  if  ^r  felle  to  moiow  sncb  a  caas 

3e  knowen  wel  faf  eneiy  Insty  kQy3t 

jMif  lone])  paramours  and  hsip  [his]  myjt*  2112 

Were  it'  in  engelonde  or  ellis  where 

J»ei  wolden  fayne  wilnen  to  be  fere 

To  figbf  for  a  lady  O  benedicite  peaf  aoi 

It  were  a  lusiy  sights  forto  se  21 16 

And  righf  so  feerden  ])ei  wi])  Palamon 

Wi]>  bym  fei  wenten  knygbtes  mony  oil 

8om  wol  be  armed  in  an  haberion 

And  a  bresf  plate  and  a  litel  gippon  2120 

And  some  wil  haue  a  peire  plates  large 

And  some  wil  haue  a  Spruse  plate  sheeld  or  targe 

Somme  wil  [be]  armed  on  his  legges  wette 

And  hane  an  axe  and  some  a  mace  of  stele  2124 

]»er  nas  no  newe  gyse  ]>ati  it*  nas  olde 

Aimed  were  ]>ei  as  I  haue  jou  tolde 

Enericb  after  his  opynydn 

Ther  maisf  ^n  see  commyng*  with  Palamon  2128 

ligmge  hym  self  ]>e  grete  king*  of  trace 

Blak  was  lus  visage  and  manly  was  his  face 

pe  Cerdes  of  fe  eyen  in  his  hede 

pel  glowden  bitwiz  jelowe  and  rede  2132 

And  liche  a  lyon  loked  he  aboute 

With  kempte  heeres  on  his  browes  stoute 

His  lymes  grete  his  brawnes  stronge 

His  sholdres  brode  his  armes  ronnde  and  longe  2136 

And  as  fe  Gyse  was  in  his  cuntre 

ffol  h^he  ypon  a  chare  of  gold  stode  he 

Wi]>  .iiij.  white  boles  in  fe  trais 

In  stede  of  cote  armnra  and  his  hamais  2140 

WiJ  naiLles  jelowe  and  brijf  as  eny  golcJ 
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He  had  a  berres  skyn  coleblake  for  olde 

His  longe  heer  was  kempte  bebinde  bis  bak 

As  enj  lauens  fe])ere  if  sboon  for  blak  2144 

A  wre])e  of  gold,  arme  brijf  of  kiige  wijt* 

Ypon  bis  bede  sette  fal  of  stonys  bri^t* 

Of  fyne  Rubies  and  of  dyainauntz 

About*  bis  cbare  ]»er  went<  white  alaiintz  2148 

xxt^  and  moo  as  grete  as  ony  stez' 

To  hunten  af  fe  lyon  or  ]>e  deei* 

And  folowed  bym  wi])  mosel  fast*  yboundtf  Omt  ao,  baokj 

Colers  of  golde  and  torrettes  pbiled  tounde  2152 

An  C.  lordes  bad  be  in  his  route 

Armed  ful  wel  wi]>  bertes  steeme  and  stoute 

IT  Witb  Arcite  in  stories  as  men  fynde 

The  grete  Emetreus  pe  king*  of  ynde  2156 

Ypon  a  stede  bay  trapped  in  stele 

Gouered  wip  a  clo])e  of  gold  diapred  wele 

Come  riding*  licbe  ])e  god  of  armed  Mars 

His  cote  armure  was  a  cloJ>e  of  tars  2160 

Couched  mf  peerles  .  white,  rounde  and  grete 

His  sadel  was  of  brent  gold  newe  ybete 

A  mantel  vpon  bis  sbulder  b'ongynge 

BrefAil  of  rubies  rede  as  fire  spar[c]linge  2164 

His  Crispe  here  licbe  rynges  was  yronne 

And  Jiat*  was  3elowe  and  glitering*  as  ]>e  sonne 

His  nose  was  beghe  his  eyen  bri^f  citryn 

His  lippes  rounde  bis  colour  was  Sangw3m)  2168 

A  fewe  frakens  in  bis  face  spreynf 

Bitwix  jelowe  and  somdele  blak*  ymeynt^ 

And  as  a  lyon  be  is  eyen  caste 

Of  zxv^  3ere  bis  age  y  caste  2173 

His  beerd  was  wel  bygonne  forto  springe 

His  Yois  was  as  a  trompet*  ]>ondringe 

Ypon  bis  bede  he  wered  a  laurer  grene 

A  garlond  fresshe  and  lusty  forto  sene  2176 

Ypon  bis  honde  he  bare  for  his  delite 
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An  Egle  tame  as  eny  lylye  white 

An  .C.  lordes  had  he  wij>  hym  fere 

Al  armed  sauf  her  hedes  in  al  her  gere  2180 

fful  richely  in  al[lej  maner  ])ingge8 

fibr  troste))  wel  ]»at<  dukes  Erles  kynggea 

Were  gadered  in  J>is  nohle  companye 

ffor  lone  and  for  encrees  of  chyualrye  2184 

About*  pia  kny^f  ]»er  ranne  on  eueiy  part* 

fful  mony  a  tame  lyon  and  leoparf 

And  in  J^is  wise  ])ise  lordes  al  and  some  DMf  nj 

Bene  on  fe  sonday  to  Jie  Cite  come  2188 

Aboute  prime  and  in  pe  toun  alight* 

This  Theseus  ])is  duke  p\a  wor]>i  kny^f 

TVhan  he  had  brou3f  hem  into  his  Cite 

And  Tnned  hem  [ech]  after  her  degre  2192 

He  feesteth  hem  and  do})  so  gref  laboure 

To  esen  hem  and  done  hem  al  honourd 

Thaf  )it*  men  wenen  ])at'  no  mannys  witte 

Of  noon  astate  ne  cowde  amenden  it*  2196 

The  mynstralsy  ]»e  sendse  at*  J^e  feest 

The  grete  jiftes  to  fe  most*  and  leest* 

The  riche  aiay  of  Theseus  palays 

Ke  who  sat*  first*  and  laste  Tpon  ]>e  dees  2200 

What*  ladies  fairest  bene  or  best*  daunsingfi 

Or  whiche  of  hem  can  best^  daunce  or  singe 

Ke  who  most*  felingly  speke])  of  loue 

What*  hawkes  sitten  or  perche  aboue  2204 

What*  houndes  liggen  on  ]>e  floor  a-doun 

Of  al  this  nowe  I  make  no  mencyotin 

But*  al  ]>e  effecte  ]>at*  JienkeJ)  me  ])e  besl^ 

Nowe  commep  fe  poynt*  herkne]>  if  30U  lest*  2208 

f  The  sonday  nyghf  er  day  gan  to  springe 

Whan  Palamon  fe  larke  herd  singe 

Al  ^u^e  it'  ner  not*  day  by  howres  two 

^it'  songe  )»e  larke  and  Palamon  ri^t*  poc  2212 

Wi]>  holy  hert*  and  wi]>  an  highe  coiage 
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He  roos  vp  to  we[n]deii  on  his  pilgrymage 

Vnto  J)e  blisful  Cithera  benygne 

I  mene  Yenus  honurable  and  digne  2216 

And  in  her  home  he  walke])  for])  apaas 

Vnto  J)e  listes  Jer  Je  tempel  was 

And  doune  he  knele])  and  wi])  humble  chere 

And  hert6  sore  he  seide  as  30  shal  here  2220 

IT  flGedresf.  o  fiaire  .  0.  lady  myne  Venus 

Dou3tere  to  loue  and  spouse  to  Vlcanus 

Thow  glader  of  ))e  mounte  of  Citherown  v^dn,  \m€k, 

ffor  >ilk[e]  loue  ])0u  haddesf  to  a-doun  2224 

Haue  pite  on  my  bitter  teeres  smerte 

And  take  myn  humble  preier  af  J)ine  herte 

Alas  I  ne  haue  no  langage  to  telle 

pQ  e£fecte  ne  ))e  toi^rment*  of  myn  helle  2228 

Myne  herta  may  myn  armes  not*  bo-wreye 

I  am  so  confused  J^af  I  can  not*  seye 

Buf  mercy  lady  brijt*  f  af  woost  wele 

My  ])0U3f  and  seesf  what*  harmes  I  fele  2232 

Considere  al  ^ia  and  rwe  ypon  my  sore 

Ab  wisly  as  I  shal  for  euermpre 

Hensfor))  my  my3f  fi  trewe  seruaunte  be 

And  hole  werre  alwaie  vrif  chaastite  2236 

That*  make  I  myne  avowe  so  as  3e  may  helpe 

I  kepe  not*  of  armes  for  to  jelpe 

Ne  I  ne  axe  not*  to  morowe  to  haue  victorie 

Ne  renotm  in  ^ia  caas  ne  yeynglorie  2240 

Of  price  of  armes  blowen  vp  and  doun 

But  I  wold  haue  fully  possessioun 

Of  Emely  e  and  dye  in  lier  seruise 

ffynde  ]k>u  J>e  manere  howe  and  in  what*  wise  8244 

I  recche  not*  buf  if  may  better  be 

To  haue  victorie  of  hem  or  J^ei  of  me 

So  thaf  I  haue  my  lemman  in  myn  armes 

ffor  )K>U3e  so  be  ^af  mars  is  god  of  armes  2248 

3oure  vertue  is  so  grete  in  heuene  aboue 
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)rat*  if  fe  lest  I  shal  wel  haue  my  loue 

Thy  tempel  shal  I  worship  euermoo 

And  on.)»ine  awteie  wher  I  ride  or  goo  2252 

I  wil  doon  sacrifise  and  fires  bete 

And  p£  30  wil  nof  so  my  lady  swete 

^an  prey  I  jon  to  morowe  wip  a  spere 

fttif  Atdta  me  ])orghe  fe  hertd  here  2256 

Then  lekke  I  nof  whan  I  haue  lost*  my  lif 

^u^e  Ardta  wynne  her  to  his  wiff 

This  is  fe  effecte  and  eende  of  my  priere  Owf  a] 

)eue  me  my  lady  fon  blisfiil  lady  dere  2260 

IT  Whan  fe  orison  was  don  of  Palam5n 

His  sacrifise  he  did  and  ])af  a-non 

£Ful  pitonsly  wi^  al[le]  circmnstatcnces 

Al  telle  I  nof  as^nowe  his  obeeroaunces  2264 

Bnf  atte  laste  fe  statue  of  Venus  shoke 

And  made  a  signe  wherby  )»af  he  toke 

)>af  his  preier  accepted  was  ])af  day 

ffbr  ^u^e  ^  signe  shewed  a  delay  2268 

3it  wisf  he  wele  )»af  graunted  was  his  bone 

And  wif  glad  herf  he  wenf  awaie  ful  sone 

IT  ]>e  iij.  houre  in-equal  ]>af  Palamofi 

Byganne  to  yenus  temple  forto  gofi  2272 

Vp  rooe  fe  sonne  and  vp  roos  Emelye 

And  to  fe  temple  of  Dyane  gan  she  hie 

Hir  maidens  ^f  she  ^der  wif  hir  ladde 

ffdl  redily  wi)»  hem  ^  fire  ^i  hadde  2276 

fe  encense  ye  clo])e8  and  )>e  remenat^nte  att 

)»at  to  ^e  sacrifise  longen  shatt 

fe  homes  fdl  of  mel£  as  was  fe  gise 

fei  lacked  noujf  to  don  her  sacrifise  2280 

Smoking*  fe  temple  ful  of  dofes  fairs 

This  Emelie  wi]»  hert«  debonaire 

Hir'  lady  wasshe  wi^  water  of  a  welle 

But  howe  she  did  hir  ri^f  I  dar  nof  telle  2284 

Buf  if  be  eny  pvDg;  in  genera)]' 
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And  3if  it^  were  a  game  to  here  it  alt 

To  him  fat*  mene))  wel  if  were  no  chaige 

Bat*  it*  is  good  a  man  be  at*  his  large  2288 

Hir  bri3f  heres  weie  kempte  yntressed  alt 

A  coione  of  a  grene  oke  seiiatt 

Ypon  her  hede  was  sette  ful  fEuie  and  mete 

Two  fires  on  fe  awter  gan  she  bete  2292 

And  did  her  f  ingges  as  men  may  biholde 

In  stace  of  Thebes  and  J)ise  bokes  olde 

Whan  kindeled  was  fe  fire  wi])  pitous  chere         Oeafss^iMck] 

Ynto  Diane  she  spake  as  30  may  here  2296 

%  0  chaast6  goddes  of  pe  wodes  grene 

To  whoom  bo]»  heuene  and  er^  and  see  is  sene 

Quene  of  [the]  r^gne  of  Polute  derk  and  lowe 

Ooddes  of  maydenes  ]»tf  myn  hert*  hast*  knowe  2300 

fful  mony  a  ^ere  and  woosf  what*  I  desire 

As  kepe  me  from  pi  vengeance  and  ^e  Ire 

That*  attheon  abou3te  cruelly 

Chaast*  goddes  wel  woost*  pou  that*  I  2304 

Desire  to  be  a  maiden  al  my  liff 

!Ne  neuere  wil  I  be  [no]  loue  ne  wiflf 

I  am  ]»ou  woosf  3if  of  pi  companye 

A  maide  and  lone  hnntyng*  and  yeneiye  2308 

And  for  to  walke  in  pe  wodes  wilde 

And  nof  to  be  a  wiff  and  be  wif  childe 

Kaf  wil  I  knowe  company  of  man 

Now  helpe  me  lady  si])  je  may  and  can  2312 

ffor  poo  ))re  formes  ]}af  )^ou  hasf  in  pe 

And  Palamon  ]}af  hap  such  loue  to  me 

And  eke  Arcite  f  af  loue])  me  so  sore 

This  grace  I  prei  pQ  wif  out  more  2316 

And  sonde  loue  and  pees  ytwyx  hem  twoo 

And  fro  me  turne  away  her  hertes  so  « 

Thaf  al  her  bote  loue  and  her  desire 

And  al  her  bysy  tormenf  and  her  fire  2320 

Be  queynf  or  turned  in  an  opere  place 
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And  if  so  be  )»oa  wilf  do  me  no  grace 

Or  if  it  "be  my  destany  be  shaped  soo 

That  I  shal  nedes  haue  oon  of  hem  two  2324 

As  sonde  me  him  ^af  mosf  desirejy  me 

Biholde  goddesse  of  clone  chaastite 

The  bitter  teeres  ^t*  on  my  chokes  fsdle 

8i)»  ]K>a  arf  maide  and  keper  of  vs  alio  2328 

My  maydenhode  )»ou  kepe  and,  wel  conserae 

And  while  I  lif  a  maiden  I  wil  ]»e  seruc 

)»e  fires  brenne  vpon  ]»e  Autei'  clere  aeaf  ss] 

While  Emely  was  ]yas  in  his  preier^  2332 

But*  sodeynly  she  seghe  a  ^inge  queynf 

ffor  righf  anoon  oon  of  f  e  fires  queynt* 

K^^  qnicked  ageyn  and  after  ]»af  anon 

That^  o]»er  fiie  was  qaeynt<  and  al  ag5n  2336 

And  as  if  queint*  it  made  a  qwistelinge 

As  done  ])ise  wete  biondes  in  her  brennynge 

IT  And  at*  ^  brondes  eende  out*  ranne  anon 

As  if  were  blody  dropes  mony  on  2340 

ffor  whicH  so  sore  a-gaste  was  Emelie 

]yat  she  was  wel  nyghe  madde  aiid  gan  to  ciye 

ffor  she  ne  wiste  whaf  it*  signified 

Bnf  only  for  )»e  fire  yoR  she  criede  2344 

And  wepte  ]»at  if  was  pite  for  to  here 

And  ^r  wi])  al  Diane  gan  to  apere 

Wi)»  bowe  on  bond  righf  as  an  hnnteresse 

And  seide  doi^tere  stinf  of  ])ine  heuynesse  2348 

And  monge  the  goddes  higti  it  is  affermed 

And  by  eteme  worde  writf  and  conformed 

}k>w  shalf  be  wedded  vnto  oon  of  ]»oo 

)»f  ban  for  ]>e  so  moche  care  and  woo  2352 

But  vnto  whicH  of  hem  I  may  nof  telle 

fiare  wele  I  may  no  longer  dwelle 

Je  fire  whiche  J>af  on  myn  awtei*  brenne 

Shal  )^e  declaren  er  )»at  }k>u  go  henne  2356 

Thine  aventure  of  lone  as  in  )»is  caas 
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And  vrith  ^af  worde  pe  Aiowes  in  pQ  caas 

Of  fe  goddes  clateren  fast  and  ringe 

And  for])  she  wenf  and  made  a  yanysshinge  23G0 

ffor  whiclie  f  is  Emely  a-stonyed  waa 

And  seide  wh&V  mounteth  fia  alas 

I  puf  me  in  pi  protectidn 

Diane  and  in  ^i  disposicion  2364 

And  home  she  go]»  pQ  nestd  way 

This  is  J)e  effecte  per  is  no  more  to  say 

))e  nextd  home  of  Mars  folowing*  ]»is  tiMf  ss,  i»dt] 

Aicite  vnto  pe  temple  ywalked  is  2368 

Of  feers  mars  to  done  his  sacrifise 

WiJ)  al  pe  myghtes  of  his  peynymes  wise 

Wi]}  pitous  hert*  and  heghe  deaocion 

Eijf  pm  to  Mars  he  seide  his  Orison  2372 

IT  O  stronge  god  ^at*  in  the  regnes  colde 

Of  taars  honoured  art  and  lord  yholde 

And  hasf  in  euery  regno  and  eaerj  londe 

Of  armes  al  pe  bridel  in  Jnne  honde  2376 

And  hem  fortunesf  as  pe  list*  devise 

Accepte  of  me  my  pitous  sacrifise 

If  so  be  my  ])0U3te  may  deserue 

And  J)at*  my  myght*  be  wor])i  forto  seme  2380 

Thi  godhede  pB,i?  I  may  be  oon  of  pine 

]>an  preie  I  )»e  to  rwe  vpon  my  pyne 

ffor  pUk  peyn  and  )»f  hoote  fire 

In  which  Jk)u  brentesf  whilom  for  desyre  2384 

Whan  povL  ysedist*  the  beaute 

Of  fedre  yonge  &esshd  yenus  free 

And  haddesf  hure  in  armes  af  ])i  wille 

All'  )K)ughe  pe  onys  on  a  tyme  mysfelle  2388 

Whan  vlcanus  had  kau3f  ])e  in  his  laas 

And  foonde  pe  ligging*  be  his  wif  alaas 

ffor  thilk[e]  sorowe  ])af  was  in  pine  herte 

Haue  rauthe  as  wel  vpon  my  peynes  smerte  2392 

I  am  )onge  and  ynkonyng*  as  )>ou  wooste 
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And  as  I  trowe  vnp  lone  offended  moste 
)»af  enere  was  eny  lynes  cieature 
ffor  she  ^af  dof  me  al  this  woo  endure 
Ke  leclie]^  neuere  wher  I  sinke  of  flete 
And  wel  I  wote  ere  she  me  mercy  hete 
I  mote  -mp  strengths  wynne  her  in  ])is  place 
And  Trel  I  wote  wi^  oaten  helpe  or  grace 
Oifene  may  my  strengths  not*  availe 
Than  helpe  me  lorcl  to  m(»x>we  in  my  bataile 
ffor  ^iU{e]  fire  )»f  whilom  brents  fe 
As  wel  as  ^af  fire  now  brenne])  me 
And  do  f&if  I  to  morowe  haue  yictorie 
Myne  be  fe  trayaile  and  ^ine  be  pe  glorie 
pi  sonereyn  temple  wil  I  moef  hononien 
Of  eny  place  and  alway  most*  labouren 
In  fi  plesannce  and  in  ])i  craftes  stronge 
And  in  pi  temple  I  wil  my  banei'  hong6 
And  all'  pe  armes  in  my  companye 
And  euermore  vnto  ^e  day  I  dye 
Eteme  fire  I  wil  byfore  Je  fynde 
And  eke  to  pia  awowe  I  wil  me  bynde 
My  lorde  my  here  fat  honge]»  lowe  a  dow[n]e 
)»i^  neuere  jit  ne  felf  offencioz^n 
Of  rasonre  ne  of  shere  I  wil  fe  jeue 
And  bene  pi  trewe  seraaunte  while  I  lyue 
Now  lor<J  haue  roupe  vpon  my  sorowes  sore 
3if  me  pe  victorie  I  axe  pe  no  more 
The  preier  stinf  of  Arcita  pe  stronge 
The  Eyngges  on  pe  tempel  door  jif  honge 
And  eke  the  door[e]s  clateren  ful  fasf 
Of  whiche  Arcita  somwhat*  hym  a-gasf 
The  fires  brennen  ypon  pe  auter  bri^t* 
That  it*  gan  al  the  temple  for  to  light* 
And  swete  smelle  anoon  pe  grounde  yp  jaf 
And  Arcita  anofi  his  honde  vp  haf 
And  more  ensense  vnto  pe  fire  he  cast* 
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Wi])  o])er  lijtes  moo  and  atte  last* 

The  statue  of  Mars  bygan  his  hauberk  lynge 

And  wij)  p&if  soune  he  herde  a  mt^rmurynge  2432 

fful  lowe  and  dym  ]yaf  seide  pua  victorie 

ffor  which  he  3aue  to  mars  honot^r  and  glorie 

An  ^us  Ynp  loie  and  hope  wel  to  fare 

Arcita  is  [yjbroujf  of  Moche  care  2436 

As  fayn  aa  foule  is  of  fe  bnjt^  sonne 

And  ri3f  anon  such  stiif  is  bygonne 

ffor  )»ilk[e]  g7iauntyng<  in  ^e  heuene  aboue  V^tu,  b^k] 

£y-twix  venus  fe  goddes  of  loue  2440 

And  Mars  )»e  steeme  god  armypotent* 

]?at  lubiter  was  bysy  if  to  stent* 

Til  af  ])e  [last]  Pale  Satumus  ]m  colde 

))af  knewe  so  mony  of  auentures  oldd  2444 

ifonde  in  his  bolde  experience  and  &  ^  arf  o  ao] 

paif  he  fill  sone  ha^  plesed  every  part* 

And  80o)»  is  seide  elde  hap  grete  auatmtage 

And  elde  is  bo))[e]  wisdome  and  vsage  2448 

Men  may  ]ye  olde  attenne  but  not  atrede 

Satume  anon  to  stinten  strif  and  drede 

Al  be  if  ])af  if  is  a^einsf  his  kinde 

Of  al  his  strif  he  can  remedye  fynde  2452 

My  dere  doughter  Venus  quod  satume 

My  cours  ^f  ha])  so  wide  forto  tume 

"H&p  more  powere  ])an  wote  eny  man 

Myne  is  ye  drenchinge  in  ^e  see  so  wan  2456 

Myne  is  fe  prison  in  fe  derke  cote 

Myn  is  ^e  stranglinge  and  fe  hanging*  by  fe  ftoie 

fe  murmui^  and  pe  chirles  rebellinge 

fe  Gonynge  and  the  privey  enpoysenynge  2460 

I  do  yengeaunce  and  pleyn  correction 

While  I  dwelle  in  ^e  signe  of  the  lyon 

Myne  is  ^e  Itu3me  of  [t]he  hegh«  halles 

\>e  fallinge  of  ^e  toures  and  of  ^e  walles  2464 

Vpon  )>e  mynoui*  or  vpon  fe  carpentere 
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I  Blowgh  Sampson  ahaking*  fe  pileie 

And  m7n[e]  be  ^e  maladies  colde 

The  derk  tresounes  and  fe  castes  olde  246d 

My  lokinge  is  fe  fiEider  of  Pestilence 

Nowe  wepe  no  more  I  shal  do  my  diligence 

That  Palamon  faif  is  ^ine  owne  kny3f 

Shal  hane  his  lady  as  )»on  hasi^  [him]  hi^f  2472 

Thoo^e  Mars  shal  helpe  his  kny3t*  ^it  na^elees 

Bytwiz  30a  tweyne  fei  mot  be  somtyme  pees 

Al  be  30  not*  of  oon  complexion  Deaf  35) 

That*  canse^  al  day  sncH  dyuysiofi  2476 

I  am  fine  eile  ledy  af  ^  inUe 

Wepe  no  moie  I  wil  )n  lusf  fiiMUe 

Kow  wil  I  stinten  of  ^ise  goddes  aboue 

Of  Mars  and  of  yenus  goddes  of  loue  2480 

And  pleynly  I  wil  telle  ^on  as  I  can 

))e  giete  effecte  foi  whi(^  ^at*  I  biganne 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

Grete  was  fe  feesf  in  Athenes  ]yaf  day 

And  eke  ]>af  Insiy  seson  in  [that]  may  2484 

Made  enery  wighf  to  be  in  suche  plesauTsce 

And  al  ^if  day  lusten  ])ei  and  dannce 

And  spenden  if  in  Venus  high  serayse 

Bnf  by  fe  cause  )»af  yei  shulden  rise  2488 

Erly  forto  seen  ye  grete  fight 

Vnto  her  reste  went*  f  ei  atte  nyghf 

And  on  fe  morowe  whan  day  gan  to  springe 

Of  hors  and  hamays  noyse  and  clateiinge  2492 

p&t  was  in  hostebye  abonte 

And  to  ye  palaies  rode  ^r  mony  a  route 

Of  lordes  vpon  stedes  and  pal&eis 

yer  maist*  you  see  dyvising*  of  hameis  2496 

80  Yncou])e  and  so  riche  and  wrot^t  so  wett 

Of  Goldsmythrie  of  browding*  and  of  steett 
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The  sheeldes  bTi3td  teesteers  and  trappiues 

Gold-hewen  helmes  hauberkes  and  cote  annuies  2500 

Loidys  in  paiementis  on  her  couiseis 

Knyghtes  of  retenue  and  eke  swiera 

Nailinge  ]>e  speres  and  helmes  bokelinge 

Sigyng*  of  sheeldes  wij  layvers  lasinge  2504 

Ther  as  nede  is  ]>ei  were  no  fing*  ydett 

fe  ffomynge  steedes  on  Je  golden  bridelt 

Snavyng*  and  fasf  pe  armnreis  also 

Wif  file  and  hanrnre  riding*  to  and  froo  2508 

3emen  on  foote  and  comons  many  o& 

WiJ)  shorte  stanes  ]}ikke  as  pei  may  gon 

Pipes  trompettes  nakems  and  clarionns  jin^n,  i»ck] 

j)af  in  J>e  bataille  blewen  blody  sownes  2612 

pQ  paleis  ful  of  pnple  vp  and  doun 

Here  fre  fex  ten  holdinge  her  questioun 

Dyuynyng*  of  f  ise  thibeanes  kny^tes  twoo 

Some  seide  fvus.  some  seide  it<  sbal  be  so  2516 

Sowime  helde  wif  him  wif  f  e  blake  berde 

Somme  mp  fe  balled  some  with  fe  fikke  hered 

Some  seide  he  loked  giymme  and  he  wol($  fighf  * 

He  haf  a  sparjw  of  xx**  ponnde  wighf  2520 

f  us  was  Je  halle  ful  of  dyuynynge 

Longe  aftere  fe  sonne  gan  to  springe 

fe  grete  Theseus  of  his  slepe  gan  wake 

Wif  mynstralcie  and  nois  ]?af  pei  make  2524  ' 

Heelde  ^if  be  chambre  of  his  palais  riche 

Til  ])af  pe  thebeane  knyghtes  boJ>  yliche 

Honoured  weren  into  f  e  place  fette 

Duke  Theseus  is  at*  pe  wyndowe  sette  2528 

Araide  ri^f  as  he  were  a  god  in  trone 

The  puple  presed  f  idere-ward  ful  sone 

Him  forto  seen  and  done  him  high  reuerence 

And  eke  to  harken  his  heest*  and  his  sentence  2532 

An  herowde  on  a  scaffold  made  an  oo  / 

Til  al  pe  noise  of  pe  puple  was  doo 
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And  whan  he  see  ^  puple  of  noise  al  stille 

Thus  shewed  he  fe  mjjty  dukes  wille  2536 

))e  lord  haj)  of  his  heghe  disciecidn 

Considered  )Mif  if  weie  destraccion 

To  gentel  blood  to  feghten  in  ])is  gise 

Of  mortatt  bataile  now  in  pia  emprise  2540 

'Wheifore  to  shapen  ]yaf  ])ei  shal  not*  die 

He  wille  his  firsts  purpoos  modefie 

Ko  man  Jyerfor  vp  pejne  of  losse  of  lijQT 

No  maner  shotte .  ne  pollaz  ne  short*  knyff  2544 

Into  fe  listes  sende  or  ]nidere  bringe 

Ne  shorter  swercl  forto  stoke  yrif  poynt*  bitinge 

No  man  ne  diawe  ne  here  it*  be  his  side  [mu^ 

Ne  no  man  shal  ynto  his  felawe  ride  2548 

Baf  oon  conrs  wi)»  a  sharpe  grounden  spere 

ffoyn  if  hym  list*  on  foote  hym  self  to  were 

And  he  ]Hit  is  af  meschief  Bhal  be  take 

And  nof  sclayn  bnf  be  broujf  to  a  stake  2552 

^t*  shal  be  ordeyned  on  eipei  side 

BvlV  J^idere  he  shal  be  foorce  and  fer  abide 

And  if  so  falle  pe  Cheyetayn  be  take 

On  ei)»er  side  or  ellis  sclayn  his  make  2556 

No  lenger  shal  fe  tomament6  last^ 

God  spede  ^ou  goo  and  leye  on  fast6 

Wif  swerdes  and  longe  maces  fi^te])  ^our  fille 

Go  nowe  3onre  way  ])is  is  ])e  lordes  wille  2560 

The  Yois  of  puple  touched  heuene 

So  loude  cried  pei  Yrif  mery  steuene 

God  saue  suche  a  lorcl  J)at*  is  so  goocl 

He  wUnep  no  distructiofi  of  blood  2564 

Yp  goj)  fe  trompes  and  fe  melody 

And  to  fe  listes  ritt  ^e  company 

By  ordinatmce  Jyorghe  ouf  fe  cite  large 

Honged  wi])  dopea  of  gold  and  nof  wi))  saige  2568 

fful  like  a  lorde  fiB  noble  duc<  gan  ride 

Thise  two  Thebeanes  on  ei))er  syde 
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And  afteie  lode  ^e  quene  and  Emelye 

And  after  ]»af  a  nother  companye  2572 

Of  oon  and  o]mr  after  her  degre 

And  fuB  fei  passen  ])oig&  out  fe  Cite 

And  to  the  listes  come  ^i  be  t jme 

It  nas  not*  of  fe  day  ^if  fully  piyme  2576 

Whan  sette  was  Theseus  M  riche  and  hie 

Ypolita  J^e  quene  and  Emely 

And  o^er  Ladies  in  degrees  aboute 

Vnto  ]>e  setes  preesen  al  fe  route  2580 

And  westward  Jyorgh  fe  gates  vnder  mart  / 

Arcite  and  eke  pe  hundred  of  his  parf 

Wit&  banere  rede  is  entred  ri^f  anon  omf setback] 

And  in  psi  self[e]  moment  Palamon  2584 

Is  vnder  venus  estward  in  j>at*  place 

With  banei*  white  and  haidy  chere  and  £m» 

And  in  al  ]}e  world  to  seken  yp  and  doun 

So  euene  wi]>  out*  variacioun  2588 

J?er  nerc  suche  company[e]s  tweye 

ffor  f&t  nas  noon  so  wise  J)at*  coude  seie 

That  eny  had  of  oj^er  auauntage 

Of  worthynesse  ne  of  estate  ne  age  2592 

So  euen  were  J)ei  chosen  forto  gesse 

And  in  to  ringges  faire  ^ei  hem  dresse 

Whan  ])at*  her  names  redde  were  euerechon 

])af  in  her  nombre  gile  were  ])er  non  2596 

Tho  were  pe  gates  shette  and  crted  was  loude 

Do  now  30ure  devoire  yong6  knyjtes  proude 

The  herawdes  leff  her  prikking*  yp  and  doun 

Now  ryngen  trompes  loude  and  claryoun  2600 

per  is  no  more  to  seyn  [but]  est*  and  west* 

In  goon  ye  sharpe  speres  fal  sadly  into  ])aresf 

In  go]»  pe  sharpe  spere  into  fe  side 

J^ere  seen  men  who  can  iuste  and  who  can  ride  2604 

J^ere  shyueren  shaftes  yppon  sheeldes  ])ikke 

He  fileth  ^orgh  pe  herta  spone  pe  prikke 
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Yp  springen  speies  xsfi  fote  on  hight* 

Out^  goon  ye  swerdes  as  fe  siluei'  white 

fe  helmes  ^  to-hewen  and  to-sbrede 

Out*  bieete])  fe  blode  wit^  steme  stremes  lede 

Wif  mj^ty  maces  fe  bones  fei  to-bresf 

And  ^oig&  fe  tbikkesf  of  fe  thiong«  gan  thiesf 

))eie  stomblen  stedes  stronge  and  doun  gon  alld 

He  lollejy  vnder  fote  as  doj»  a  balle 

He  foynej)  on  bis  foote  wif  his  tronchoun 

And  he  hym  bnrte])  -mp  his  hors  ardot^n 

He  yoTgh  fe  body  is  bom  and  sip  is  take 

Mangre  his  hede  and  bzou^f  vnto  pe  stake 

As  forwazd  was  [n^t]  per  he  most*  abide 

Anoper  lad  is  on  peA?  o^ere  aide 

And  somtyme  doj)  hem  thesens  foTto  lesl^ 

Hem  to  lefieeshe  and  drink[e]  ^if  hem  lest* 

ffnl  of[te]  a  day  ban  ])ise  thybeanes  two 

To-gidere  mette  and  wioujf  eche  oper  woo 

Ynhoised  haj>  eche  opere  of  hem  twey 

per  was  no  tigre  in  vale  of  Galgopleye 

Whan  hii'  whelpe  is  stole  whan  it*  is  lite 

80  cruel  on  pe  hnnte  as  is  Arcite 

ffor  lelous  herf  ypon  pis  Palamoft 

Ne  in  Belmerie  )»er  is  so  felle  a  lion 

)pat*  hunted  is  or  for  his  hunger  wode 

Ne  of  his  pray  desire])  so  pe  bloode 

As  Palamon  to  sclee  his  foo  Arcite 

pe  lelous  strokes  on  her  helmes  bite 

Out  renne])  blood  of  bo]»  her  sides  rede 

Somtyme  an  ende  J>er  is  on  eueiy  dede 

fibr  or  pe  sonne  vnto  ^e  reste  wenf 

pe  Stronge  king*  Emetn'us  gan  bent* 

This  Palamon  as  he  faujf  -wip  Arcite 

And  made  his  swerde  depe  in  his  flessh^  bite 

And  by  [the]  force  of  xx**  is  he  take 

Yn3olden  and  drowen  to  pe  stake 
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And  in  fe  Eescowe  of  fia  Palamofk 

The  stronge  king*  liguige  is  bom  doun  2644 

And  kinge  Emetnos  for  al  his  grete  strength 

Is  born  oaf  of  his  sadel  his  swerdes  length 

So  hif  hym  Palamon  er  he  were  take 

Baf  al  for  nou^f  he  was  brou^t*  to  fe  stake  264S 

His  hardy  herte  may  hym  helpe  noujf 

He  mote  abide  whan  J)af  he  is  ykaujf 

By  force  and  eke  by  composicion 

Who  sorowej)  now  but*  woful  Palamon  2662 

They  mote  no  more  go  ageyn  to  fijf 

And  whan  ])at*  he  had  sene  fB,V  si^t* 

He  cried  Hoo  no  more  for  if  is  dofl  fiMf  87.  buk] 

Ne  noon  shal  lenger  to  his  felawe  gon  2656 

I  wil  be  trewe  luge  and  nof  partie 

Arcite  of  Thebes  shal  haue  Emelye 

That*  by  his  fortune  hsip  hii'  fair^  wonnen 

Anon  pel  is  a  yois  of  puple  by-gonne  2660 

ffor  loie  of  J)is  so  loude  and  high  wi))-alle 

It  semed  ])af  ye  listes  shulden  falle 

Whaf  can  nowe  faire  Venus  do  aboue 

What*  sei])  she  now  what*  do])  ])is  queue  of  loue  2664 

But  wepej)  so  for  wanting*  of  her  wille 

Til  ])at<  her  teeres  in  fe  listes  fiUe 

She  seide  I  am  ashamed  doutelees 

Satumus  seide  doughter'  hold  fi  pees  2668 

Mars  haf  his  wil  his  knyght*  ha])  al  his  bone 

And  by  myne  hede  j)ou  shalf  be  esed  sone 

The  trompours  Yrip  Jte  loude  mynstralsie 

The  harawdes  fat*  ful  loude  3elle  and  crye  2672 

Bene  in  her  wele  for  loie  of  daun  arcyte 

But*  harkene]}  me  and  stinte  vois  a  lite 

Swiche  a  myracle  ))er  bifelle  an5n 

This  ferce  Arcite  h&p  of  his  helme  ydofi  2676 

And  on  a  courcere  forto  shew  his  face 

He  prikke]>  endelonge  fe  large  place 
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Loking*  ypwan)  vnto  Emelye 

And  she  a3ein  him  cast*  a  frendlj  ye  2680 

fTor  -wommen  as  to  speken  in  comnne 

Thei  folowen  al  fe  fauour  of  fortune 

And  was  al  his  [in]  chere  as  in  his  herte 

Out*  of  ]>e  giounde  a  fyie  Infernal  sterte  2684 

f&om  Pluto  senf .  at  fe  request*  of  Satume 

ffor  whi(^  his  hors  for  fere  gan  to  tume 

And  lepe  arside  and  foundred  as  he  lepe 

And  or  J^af  Arcyte  may  taken  kepe  2688 

He  pighf  >iiTn  on  fe  pomel  of  his  heued 

y&t  in  ye  place  he  laie  as  he  were  dede 

His  hrest*  to-brosta  wij)  his  sadel  bowe  Deaf  ss] 

As  hlak  he  lay  as  eny  cole  or  crowe  2692 

So  was  fe  blood  yronne  in  his  face 

Anon  he  was  [y]broujf  ouf  of  f  e  place 

Wip  herte  sore  vnto  Theseus  palays 

)>o  was  he  coruen  out*  of  his  hamays  2696 

And  in  a  bedde  ybrou3t  fill  fedre  and  blyue 

ffor  he  was  jif  in  memorie  and  on  lyue 

And  alway  crying*  after  emelie 

Duke  Theseus  wi^  al  his  companye  2700 

Is  commen  home  to  Athenes  Cite 

With  alle  blisse  and  grete  solempnite 

Al  be  if  y&if  pw  auenture  is  falle 

He  wolde  not*  discomforte[n]  hem  alle  2704 

Men  seide  eke  ])af  Arcide  shuld  not*  dye 

He  shal  be  heled  of  his  maladye 

And  of  ano]»er  Jyinge  fei  were  as  fayne 

^t*  of  hem  alle  yet  nas  no  man  slayne  2708 

Al  were  yei  sore  ybete  and  namely  ofi 

^t*  wi^  a  spere  was  ^relied  ye  brest  bofi 

Two  ofer  woundes  and  two  broken  armes 

Bomme  had  salue  and  some  had  charmes  2712 

ffermacies  of  erbes  and  eke  saue 

yei  dronken  for  ^i  wolcl  her  lyues  haue 
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ffoT  whicb  ])is  noble  duke  as  he  wel  can 
Conforte])  and  hononie])  euery  man 
And  made  Iteuel  al  fe  longe  njyif 
Ynto  fe  strannge  lordes  as  it  was  rijf 
"Ne  J)ere  was  holds  no  discomfortnie 

[ 

wo  gap  in  the  MS.] 

ffor  fallinge  is  by  an  awenture 

Ne  to  be  lad  by  force  ynto  a  stake 

Yn^olden  and  wi]y  zxV  knyjtes  take 

A  persone  alon  wi]y  oute  moo 

And  haried  for])  by  arme  f ote  and  too 

And  eke  his  stede  diyven  for])  wtt^  staues 

With  fote  men  bo])  jemen  and  [eke]  knaues 

It  was  aretted  him  no  yilanye 

J>er  may  no  man  clepe[n]  if  cowardye 

fibr  whiche  Srnon  duke  Theseus  lete  ciye 

To  stynten  al  rancour  and  [al]  envie 

Gree  fei  as  wel  of  on  side  as  of  opei 

And  eij^er  side  ylike  as  o}«res  bro])er 

And  jaf  hem  ^iftes  after  her  degre 

And  fulli  heelde  a  feeste  daies  ^ree 

And  conueyed  ]>e  kingges  worf  ely 

Ouf  of  his  toune  a  loume  largely 

And  home  went*  euery  man  )>e  rijt[e]  way 

per  was  no  more  buf  fare  wel  &  haue  good  day 

IT  Of  ^is  bataille  I  wil  no  more  endite 

Buf  speke  of  Palamon  and  of  Arcyte 

Swellef  )>e  bresf  of  Arcyte  and  ye  sore 

Encrese])  at*  his  herte  more  and  more 

The  clotered  blood  for  eny  leche  craft* 

Gorrumpe]»  and  is  in  his  body  laff 

J)af  neif  er  veyn[e]  blood  ne  ventowsinge 

Ne  drinke  of  herbes  may  be  [him]  helpinga 

By  vertue  expulsif  or  anymafl' 

ffix)  )^ilk[e]  vertu  cleped  naturalt 
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Ne  may  f  e  venyme  voide  ne  expelle 

The  pipes  of  bis  longges  gan  to  swell  2752 

And  enery  lacerf  in  his  herf  adoun 

Is  shenf  wi]?  venyme  and  corrupcioun 

Hym  Geynef  neij^er  forto  gete  his  lif 

Vomyte  vpwar^  ne  dounward  laxatif  2756 

Al  is  to-brosten  thilk[e]  region 

Nature  ha])  no  domtnacion 

And  certelnly  ]>er  nature  wil  not*  wirche 

Crewel  Phisik  go  bere  ]>e  man  to  chirche  2760 

This  is  alt  and  some  fskV  Arcita  most*  die 

ffor  whic&  he  sende]>  after  Emelie 

And  Palamon  his  cosyne  dere 

^an  seide  he  pus  as  ^e  shal  after  here  2764 

Not?  may  my  woful  spihte  in  myn  hert*  iiusss] 

Declare  a  poynt*  of  my  sorowes  smert* 

To  3on  my  lady  j^at*  I  loue  moste 

Bnt^  I  biquetiL  j^e  sernise  of  my  gooste  2768 

To  ^oa  abouen  eueiy  creature 

Si|>  ]Mif  my  lif[e]  may  no  lenger  dure 

Alias  ^  woo  alias  ]7e  peynes  stronge 

^t*  I  for  30U  haue  sufired  and  so  longe  2772 

Alas  pe  depe  alas  myn  Emelie 

Alas  departinge  of  our  companye 

Alas  my  hertes  queue  alas  my  Hef  wif 

Myn  hertes  lady  endere  of  my  lif  2776 

What*  is  J?e  world  what*  axen  men  to  haue 

Now  wif  his  loue  nowe  in  his  cold[e]  graue 

Allone  yrip  oute[n]  eny  companye 

flare  wel  my  foo  fare  wel  myfl  Emely  2780 

And  sofbe  take  me  in  )oure  [armes]  twey 

ffor  loue  of  god  herkene]>  what*  I  seie 

I  haue  here  wif  my  Cosyn  Palamon 

Had  strif  and  rancoure  mony  day  agofi  2784 

ffor  loue  of  30U  and  for  my  lelousie 

And  lubiter  so  wis  my  soule  gye 
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To  spoken  of  a  seruaunf  proprely 

Wi}»  circumstaunces  al  trewly  2788 

))at*  is  to  seyn  troatb.  honuie  and  knyjthede 

Wisdom  humblesse  estat  and  higfe  kynrede 

£&edom  and  al  ]»af  longe]>  to  ]yat*  ait* 

So  lubiter  haue  on  my  soule  part*  2792 

As  in  ]yis  worlde  ii3t*  now  know  I  none 

So  woT]»i  to  be  biloued  as  Palamon 

])af  seme])  3on  and  wil  do.  al  his  liff 

And  if  yai  ^e  shal  euer  bene  a  wif  2796 

fifoi3ete  not*  Palamon  j^e  gentile  man 

And  vrip  p&tf  worde  bis  specbe  faile  bygan 

ffor  firom  bis  fete  vnto  pe  berf  was  come 

pQ  colde  of  de])  ]>at  bad  him  ouercome  2800 

And  ^it*  more  ouer  for  in  bis  armes  twoo  Umt »,  back] 

j>e  y[i]tal  strengtb  is  lost*  and  al  ago 

Only  ]>e  intellecte  wi]>  ont6  more 

]>at*  dwelled  in  bis  berte  sik  and  sore  2804 

Gan  failen  wban  j^e  berte  felt6  detll 

Dusken  bis  eyen  two  and  faile]?  hvepe 

But*  on  bis  lady  ^it  cast  be  bis  ye 

His  last6  word  was  mercy  Emelye  2808 

His  spirit*  cbaunged  bens  and  went[e]  ]7ere 

As  I  cam  neuere  I  can  not*  telle  wbere 

Tberfor  I  stint*  I  am  no  dyvynystre 

Of  soules  fynde  I  not*  in  pis  registers  2812 

Ke  me  ne  list*  fUk  opynyons  to  telle 

Of  bem  ]70U3e  ]>at  ])ei  writen  wber  fei  dwelle 

Arcite  is  colde  ]7af  mars  bis  soule  gye 

Now  wil  I  speken  forf  of  emely  2816 

Sbrite  Emely  an  balowen  Palamon 

And  Tbeseus  bis  sustei'  toke  anon 

Swownyng*  and  bar  bii*  fro  bis  cours  away 

Wbat*  belpej)  it*  vs  to  tarien  forf  fe  day  2820 

To  tellen  bowe  sbe  wepte  hop  euen  and  morowe 

ffor  in  sucbe  caas  wommen  ban  sucbe  sorowe 
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Whan  fat*  her  hushondes  bene  fro  hem  a-goo 

[That]  flfor  fe  more  parte  ))ei  sorowen  soo  2824 

Or  ellis  fallen  in  such  Maladie 

fat*  at*  f e  laste  certejnly  fei  die 

Infinite  harmes  bene  and  eke  fe  teeres 

Of  olde  folk  and  folk  of  tendere  ^eres  2823 

In  alt  fe  toon  for  deth  of  f is  Thebean 

ffor  him  pet  wepen  boJ)[e]  child  and  man 

So  grete  weping*  was  fer  [non]  certayfi 

"Whan  Ector  was  [yjbroujf  and  fressh  ysclayn  2832 

To  Troy  alias  fe  pite  faf  was  fere 

jCraoching*  of  chekes  renting*  eke  of  here 

Whi  woldesf  f  ou  be  dede  f  ise  wommen  crie 

And  haddesf  gol()  ynoghe  and  emelye  2836 

No  man  myghf  glade  Theseus  [leaf  40] 

Sanyng*  his  olde  fadere  Egeus 

That*  knewe  f  is  worldes  transmutaciown 

As  he  had  sene  it*  vp  and  doun  2840 

loie  after  woo  and  woo  aftere  gladnesse 

And  shewef  hem  ensample  and  liknesse 

Ki^t*  as  fer  dyed  neuer  man  quod  he 

fat*  he  ne  lyued  in  erfe  in  som  degre  2844 

Itijt*  80  ther  lyued  neuere  man  he  seide 

In  al  fis  world  f af  somtyme  he  ne  deyed 

fis  world  is  nou^t*  but*  a  f orght*  fare  ful  of  woo 

And  we  bene  pilgrymes  passing*  to  and  froo  2848  i 

Def  is  an  ende  of  eueiy  worldly  sore' 

And  ouer  al  fis  ^it  seide  he  mychel  more 

To  fis  effecte  ful  wisely  to  enhorte 

fe  puple  fat  fei .  hem  shul  recomforte  2852 

Duke  Theseus  wif  al  his  bisy  Cure 

Tastef  nowe  where  fat*  f e  sepulture 

Of  good  Arcite  may  best*  ymaked  be 

And  eke  most*  honurable  of  degre  2856 

And  atte  last*  he  toke  conclusion 

That*  fer  as  first*  Arcite  and  Palamon 
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Had  for  loue  Je  bataile  hem  bitwene 

fat  in  f e  self  groue  swete  and  grene  2860 

))er  as  he  had  his  Amerous  desires 

His  compleynt*  and  for  loue  his  hote  fires 

He  wold[e]  make  a  fire  in  which  fe  office 

ffuneral  he  myjf  hem  aft  complice  2864 

He  lete  anon  comannde  to  hakke  ayid  hewe 

fe  okes  olde  and  leye  hem  on  a  rewe 

In  colpons  wel  araied  forto  brenne 

His  Officers  with  swift[e]  fote  thei  renne  2868 

And  rijt*  anon  at*  his  comaundement* 

And  aftere  Theseus  haj)  ysent 

Affcere  a  beei*  and  if  al  ouer  spradde 

WiJ)  cloj)  of  gold  the  ricchest*  faf  he  hadde  2872 

And  of  f  e  same  sute  he  closer  Arcite  [leaf  4o,  b«rk] 

Vpon  his  hondes  [were]  his  gloues  white 

Eke  on  his  hede  a  croune  of  laurero  grene 

And  in  his  hand  a  swerde  ful  brijf  and  kene  2876 

He  laide  him  bare  pe  visage  vnto  pe  here 

Ther  wi}»  he  wepte  ))at*  pite  was  to  here 

And  for  }»e  puple  shulde  sene  hym  aft 

Whan  if  was  daie  he  brou3f  hym  to  pe  haft  2880 

j)at*  rore))  of  pe  crie  and  of  pe  sorowe  sone 

j)oo  gan  fis  woful  Thebean  Palambn 

Wijj  flotery  herd  and  niggy  asshy  heres 

In  clo))es  blake  dropped  al  wijj  teeres  2884 

And  passing  ofer  of  weping^  Emelie 

She  rewfullesf  of  al  pe  companye 

In  as  moche  as  j^e  seruyse  shuld  be 

pe  more  noble  and  riche  in  his  degre  2888 

Duke  Theseus  lete  forj)  pe  stedes  bringe 

That*  trapped  were  in  steel  al  gliteringe 

And  keuered  wij)  pe  armes  of  Dame  Arcite  forDainei 

Vppon  f  ise  stedes  grete  and  white  2892 

Ther  stoden  folk  of  which  oon  bare  his  sheelde 

Anofer  his  spere  vpon  his  hondes  helde 
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The  vj.  bare  wi]>  him  bowe  turkeys 

Of  bienf  gold  was  ])e  caas  and  eke  pe  hameys  2896 

And  riden  for]>  a  paas  wi]?  soiy  chere 

Towardes  j^e  groue  as  je  shul  aftei^  here 

The  noblest*  of  J>e  Grekes  fat*  fer  were 

Ypon  her  shulders  cariden  J^e  here  2900 

Wip  8clak[e]  paas  and  yen  rede  and  wete 

^rgh  out  fe  Cite  by  J^e  maister  strete 

]>at  sprad  was  al  wip  blak  and  wonder  hye 

Rijt  of  fe  same  is  j)e  strete  ywrie  2904 

Vpon  j)e  Rijt  honde  went*  olde  Egeus 

And  on  J^at*  oj^er  side  Duke  Theseus 

Wip  vesselles  in  her  hondes  of  gold  ful  fyne 

Al  ful  of  hony.  mylk.  [and]  blood,  ami  wyne  2908 

Eke  Palamon  with  ful  grete  companye  Lieaf  4i] 

And  aflere  f  af  come  woofiil  Emelie 

Wij)  fire  in  hand  as  was  paf  time  pe  Gyse 

To  do  pe  office  of  funeral  seruise  2912 

High  labour  /  and  ful  grete  apparaillinge 

Was  af  pe  seruyse  and  at*  pe  fire  makinge 

That*  wip  his  grene  top  pe  heuene  raught 

And  xx"  fadmes  ia  brede  pe  armes  raught*  2916 

This  is  to  seine  pe  bowes  were  so  brode 

Of  strawe  first  ^er  was  leide  mony  a  lode 

But*  howe  pe  fire  was  maked  vp[on]  hi^t* 

Ke  eke  pe  names  howe  j^e  trees  hi3t*  2920 

As  Oke.  fir.  birch,  asp.  alder.  Ehne.  popelere. 

Wilowe.  holme,  playn.  assh.  box.  Chesteyn.  byncJ.  laure. 

MapeL  j)ome.  becche.  ewe.  hase&.  wypultre. 

How  ];ei  were  felled  shal  not*  be  tolde  for  me  2924 

H'e  howe  jje  goddes  ronnen  vp  and  down 

DiBherites  of  her  habitacioun 

In  whiche  ]»ei  wonden  in  rest*  and  pees 

Kymphes.  ffawnes  and  amadries  2928 

^e  howe  pe  beestes  ne  J^e  briddes  aUe 

ffledden  for  fere  whan  fei  were  falle 
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Ne  howe  \>e  grounde  agast*  was  of  jje  lijt* 

That<  was  not*  wonte  to  se  ]»e  sonne  bri^f  2932 

Ne  how  pe  fire  was  couched  first  wif  stre 

And  pan  wip  drie  stikkes  clouen  a  J^iee 

And  ]7an  wij)  grene  wode  and  spiceiie 

And  jjan  wip  clo}»e  of  goldf  and  [wiJ)]  peme  2936 

And  Grarlondes  honging*  wi))  mony  a  floure 

The  myri^  J>ensence  with  swete  odoure 

Ke  how  arcite  lay  among*  al  piB 

Ke  what*  richesse  aboute  his  body  is  2940 

Ne  howe  Emely  as  was  j^e  Gise 

Put*  in  pe  fire  of  funeral  seruise 

Ne  howe  she  swowned  whan  made  was  pe  fire 

Ne  what*  she  spak  ne  what*  was  her  desire  2944 

Ne  what*  lelous  men  in  ]7e  fire  cast*  aMf4i,i»cu 

Whan  )»at  pe  fire  was  grete  and  brents, fast* 

Nowe  howe  some  cast*  her  sheelde  and  some  her  spere 

And  of  her  vestementes  which  J>ei  were  2948 

And  Coppes  ful  of  mylke  and  wyne  and  blood 

Into  pe  fire  fat*  brent*  as  it*  were  wode 

Ne  howe  pQ  greges  ynp  an  huge  route 

Thrise  riden  al  pe  fire  aboute  2952 

Vpon  pe  lift*  honde  wiJ)  a  loude  shoutinge 

And  thries  wi]»  her  speres  clateringe 

And  thries  how  pe  ladise  gan  crie 

Ne  howe  fat*  lad  was  homward  Emely  2956 

Ne  how  arcyte  is  brent*  in  asshen  coldd 

Ne  how  pe  liche-wake  was  [y]holde 

Al  fat*  nyght*  ne  howe  pe  Grekes  pleye 

The  wake-plaies  kepe  I  not*  to  seie  2960 

Who  wrastelej)  best*  naked  with  oile  anoynf 

Ne  who  [that]  bare  him  best*  in  no  dysioynt* 

I  wil  not*  tellen  aft  howe  fei  [ben]  gone 

Home  til  Athenes  whan  pe  play  is  done  2964 

But*  shortely  to  pe  point*  fan  wil  I  wende 

And  make[n]  of  my  longe  tale  an  ende 
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By  processe  and  by  length  of  jerea 

Al  stints  is  fe  moumyng  and  fe  teeres  2968 

Of  Greges  by  oon  general  aasenf 

Than  semed  me  fer  was  a  parlement* 

At^  Aihenes  ypon  a  certeyn  point*  arid  caaa 

And  amonge  pointes  [ther]  yspoken  waas  2972 

To  haue  wi]»  certeyn  contrees  alliance 

And  hane  of  Thebeanes  fully  obeisaflce 

ffor  whicli  this  noble  theseus  andn 

Lete  8ende[n]  after  gentile  Palamon  2976 

Ynwisf  of  him  what*  was  ]>e  cause  and  whi 

But*  in  his  blake  cloj^es  sorowfully 

He  come  at*  his  comaundement  in  hie 

Tho  senta  Theseus  for  Emelye  2980 

Whan  ))af  j^ei  were  sette  and  huysf  was  al  J)e  place     o^f  asj 

And  Theseus  abiden  haj)  ])e  space 

Or  eny  worde  come  fro  his  wise  brest* 

His  yen  sette  he  J)er  hym  lest*  2984 

And  sucb  a  sad  visage  he  sighed  stille 

And  after  ^at  Ti3t*  pxia  he  seide  his  wills 

The  firste  mouer  of  j^e  cause  aboue 

Whan  he  first*  made  J)e  faire  cheyn)  of  loue  2988 

Gret  was  )>e  e£fecte  and  high  was  his  entent* 

Wei  wist*  he  why  and  what*  ))erof  he  ment* 

ffor  vnp  Jaf  faire  cheyne  of  loue  he  bonde 

The  fuyre.  pe,  Eire  fe  water  and  J^e  londe  2992 

In  certeyn  boondes  pat*  jiei  may  not*  flee 

That*  same  prince  and  J^at*  same  mouer  qiu)d  ho 

Ha]>  stablesshed  in  f\B  wrecched  world  adoun 

Certeyn  days  and  Dominacioun  2996 

To  al  ^t^  is  engendred  in  pis  place 

Ouer  ye  whiche  day  pei  may  not  pace 

Al  mowe  fei  ^it*  pe  daies  abregge 

Ther  nys  noon  autorite  to  legge  3000 

ffor  it*  is  proued  by  experience 

But*  that*  me  lust*  declare  my  sentence 
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Than  may  men  by  pis  order  disceme 

That  J)ilk  mouer  stable  is  and  eteme  3004 

Wei  may  men  knowe  but*  if  be  a  fool 

Thaf  euery  part*  darrayueth  fro  his  hool 

ffor  nature  hap  not*  taken  his  bygynnyng* 

Of  no  partie  or  of  catel  of  no  ping*  3008 

But*  oon  pinge  pat*  parfit  is  and  stable 

Descendinge  so  til  if  be  corruptable 

And  perfore  of  his  wise  purueaunce 

He  hap  so  wel  bysette  his  ordynawnce  3012 

]?af  specifie  of  pingges  and  progressiones 

Shullen  endure  by  successiones 

And  nof  eteme  wip  oute  eny  lye 

This  maisf  pou  vnderstond  and  see  atte  ye  3016 

Lo  the  Oke  paf  hath  so  longe  a  norshinge  [iMf  at,  back] 

fFro  pe  tyme  paf  it  bygynnep  fursf  to  springe 

And  hap  so  longe  a  lif  as  je  may  se 

Jif  af  pe  last?  waasted  is  pe  tree  3020 

Considerep  eke  howe  paf  pe  herde  stone 

Vnder  our  fete  on  whicK  we  treden  and  gone 

Jif  .3.  wastep  if  as  if  litfi  in  pe  way 

pe  Brode  Ryuer  somtyme  wexep  dray  3024 

pe  grete  townes  so  wide  wane  and  wende 

Than  pe  see  paf  al  pis  ping*  hap  ende 

And  man  and  womman  so  we  wil  also 

Thaf  nedep  in  oon  of  pe  teermes  twoo  3028 

paf  is  to  sayn  in  youpe  or  ellis  in  age 

He  mote  be  dede  pe  kinge  as  wel  as  page 

Some  in  his  bed  some  in  pe  depe  see 

Some  in  pe  large  felde  as  je  may  see  3032 

Ther  helpep  nou^f  al  gop  paf  ilk  waye 

pan  may  I  seie  paf  al  pis  ping*  wil  deye 

Whaf  makep  pis  buf  lubiter  pe  king* 

paf  is  prince  and  cause  of  al  ping*  3036 

Couerting*  al  vnto  his  propre  wille 

ffrom  whicfi  it  is  darreyude  sop  to  telle 
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Aud  here  agayne  no  creature  on  lyue 

Of  no  degie  availlej)  forto  stryiie  3040 

Than  is  if  wisdome  as  ^nkep  me 

To  make  vertue  of  necessite 

And  take  if  wel  faf  we  may  not*  eschew 

And  namely  paf .  f&V  to  ye  alt  is  dwe  3044 

And  who  so  gracche]?  ou3f  he  doj)  foly 

And  rehelt  is  to  him  j^at  al  may  gye 

And  certeynly  a  man  ha))  mosf  honour 

To  dyen  in  his  excellence  and  floui^  3048 

Whan  he  is  sikex  of  his  good  name 

^an  hsLp  he  done  his  frende  ne  hym  no  shame 

And  gladdei'  au)t  /  his  &ende .  hen  of  his  deth 

Whan  wif  honoui*  yjolden  is  vp  ]7e  breeth  3052 

Than  whan  his  name  appalled  is  for  age  cimf  ^ 

ffor  al  for3eten  is  his  vassalage 

Than  is  pe  best*  as  for  a  wor))i  fame 

To  dyen  whan  he  is  best*  of  name  3056 

The  Contrarie  of  al  ^is  is  wilfulnesse 

Why  grucche  we  whi  haue  we  heuynesse 

That*  goode  Arcite  of  Chyualre  Je  floui* 

Departed  is  wi^  dwete  and  wip  honour'  3060 

Ouf  of  fe  foule  prison  of  ]>is  liflF 

Whi  grucchen  here  his  cosyn  and  his  wiff 

Of  his  welfare  J^af  loue])  hem  so  wel 

Can  he  hem  ponk.  nay  god  wote  neu^  a  delt  3064 

Thaf  bo]7  his  soule  and  eke  hem  [self]  offende 

And  jif  ))ei  mowe  nof  hir  lustes  amende 

What*  may  conclude  of  fia  longe  serie 

Buf  after  woo  I  rede  vs  be  merie  3068 

And  J^anken  lubiter  of  al  his  grace 

And  or  we  departen  ^m  ])is  place 

I  rede  we  made  of  sorowes  twoo 

Oo  parfite  loie  lasting*  euermoo  3072 

And  loke  nowe  wher  most*  sorowe  is  hei*  Inne 

])er  at*  wil  I  fursf  bygynne 
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Susier  quod  he  pis  is  my  ful  assent* 

Wip  alt  thanes  here  of  my  parlemenf  307G 

That*  Gentile  Palamon  30111  owne  knygjf 

pat*  seraep  30U  wip  wille  herte  and  myjt* 

And  euer  hap  do  sipen  je  first*  hym  knewe 

pat*  je  shal  of  ^ouie  grace  ypon  hyTTi  rewe  30d0 

And  taken  [hym]  for  husbonde  and  for  lord 

Lene  me  joure  honde  for  pis  is  our  accord 

Lete  se  nowe  of  3oure  womanly  pite 

He  is  a  kingges  broper  sone  parde  3084 

And  pou3e  he  be  a  poor  bachiler^ 

Sip  he  hap  serued  30U  so  mony  a  3ere 

And  had  for  30U  so  grete  aduersite 

It*  most*  be  considered  leuep  me  3088 

ffor  gentel  Mercy  ou3f  to  passen  ri3t*  [leaf  4s,  buck] 

Than  seide  he  pus  to  Palamon  pe  kny3t* 

I  trowe  pere  nede  litel  sermonynge 

To  make  30U  assents  to  pis  pinge  3092 

CoTTimep  nere  and  takep  joure  lady  by  pe  honde 

Bytwix  hem  two  was  made  anoft  pe  bonde 

pat*  hi3t6  Matnmoyne  or  manage 

By  att  pe  counsaile  and  [the]  baronage  3096 

And  pus  wip  al[le]  blisse  and  melodye 

Hap  Palamon  ywedded  Emelye 

And  god  pat  al  pis  world  hap  wrou3t* 

Send  hym  his  loue  pat*  hap  it*  dere  bou3t*  3100 

ffor  nowe  is  Palamon  in  al[le]  wele     • 

Lyuynge  in  al  blisse  in  ricches  and  in  hele 

And  Emely  him  louep  so  tenderly 

And  he  hii*  seniep  so  gentely  3104 

Was  neuei*  no  worde  hem  bitwene 

Of  lelousie  or  eny  oper  tene 

Thus  endep  pe  tale  of  Palamon  and  Emelye 

And  god  saue  al  pis  faire  companye  3108 

IF  Here  endep  pe  knyghtes  tale 
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ft  here  bygone]) 
^  Prologe  of  ye  Killeres  tale 
IT  The  Prologe 

fhan  ]>af  fe  knyghf  had  fus  his  tale  told 
In  al  the  companye  nas  fet  ^onge  ne  olds 
]9at*  he  ne  seide  it*  was  a  noble  stone 
And  wor^i  to  be  drawe  in  memoiie  3112 

And  namely  the  gentels  enerechofi 
Our  hooste  longhe  and  swore  so  mof  I  gon 
This  go]>  a  ri^f  vnbokeled  is  fe  male 
Laf  se  nowe  who  shal  telle  anopere  tale  3116 

ffor  tiewly  pe  game  is  wel  bygonne 
Now  telle^  30  sif  monke  3if  30  conne 
Somwhat  to  quyte  wi^  fe  knyghtes  tale 
The  Millei'  >af  foi^lionke  was  al  pale  3120 

80  ^af  Tnne])es  yppon  his  hois  he  satte 
He  wold  ayaile  nei]»e  hode  ne  hatte 
Ne  abide  no  man  for  his  curtesie  \]mt  u] 

Bat*  in  PQates  vols  he  bygan  to  crie  3124 

And  swoie  by  armes  blode  and  bones 
I  can  a  noble  tale  for  ^e  nones 
Wip  fe  which  I  wil  now  qnyte  }>e  kny3tes  tale 
Oox'  [hooste]  seghe  j^af  he  was  dronke  of  ale  3128 

And  seide  abide  Bobyn  leue  brothei^ 
Somme  better  man  shal  telle  ys  first*  anolyei* 
Abide  and  [let]  us  wirche  thriftely 

By  goddes  sonle  qnod  he  fai  wil  not*  I  3132 

ffor  I  wil  speke  or  ellis  go  my  way 
Oar  hooste  answerJ  seye  on  a  denel  way 
Thon  arte  a  fool  fi  witt*  is  onercommen 
Now  harkene^  quod  j^e  myllere  al  and  som  3136 

T  But*  first*  I  make  a  protestacioun 
^f  I  am  dronke  I  knowe  it*  by  my  soun 
And  ^erfore  3if  I  mysspeke  or  say 
Wite  11^  ^  Ale  of  suthwerk  I  30U  pray  3140 
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ffor  I  will  telle  a  legend  and  a  liff 

Bo}»  of  a  Carpentei'  and  [of]  his  wiff 

How  ^af  a  clerke  reft*  the  wrijtes  cappe 

The  reue  answerJ  and  seide  stinf  of  pi  clappe  3144 

Laf  be  ^i  lewde  dronken  hailotrie 

If  is  a  synne  and  eke  a  grete  f olje 

To  appeyren  eny  man  or  hym  diffame 

And  eke  to  bringe  wives  in  sncli  name  3148 

pow  maist*  ynowe  of  o^er  ]>ingge8  seine 

})]a  dronken  Millere  spake  fol  sone  ageyfi 

And  seide  leue  broker  oswalde 

Who  hap  no  wif .  is  no  kukwold  3162 

But*  I  seie  not*  perfoi  J^af  ]k>u  art  oofi 

Ther  ben  ful  good[e]  wyues  mony  oil 

[ 

no  gap  in  tits  MS.']  3156 

Whi  art*  pou  angry  wip  my  tale  nowe 

I  haue  a  wiff  parde  as  wel  as  pou/ 

3if  nolde  I  for  pe  oxen  in  my  plogll 

Take  vpon  me  more  pan  ynogh  3160 

As  demen  of  my  selnen  pat*  I  were  oond  itef  i4.teek] 

I  wil  bylieue  pat*  pat*  I  am  none 

An  husbon()  shuld  not*  be  inquesitif 

Of  goddes  prmete  ne  of  his  wif  3164 

So  he  may  finde  goddes  foyson  pere 

Of  pe  remenant*  nedep  nat*  to  enquere 

What*  shuldl  I  more  seie  but*  pe  Millere 

He  nyl  his  wordes  for  no  man  for-bere  3168 

But*  tolde  his  Chirles  tale  in  his  manere 

Me  forpenkep  pat*  I  shal  reherce  it  here 

And  perfore  euery  gentil  wijt*  I  preie 

Demep  not*  for  goddes  loue  pat*  I  seie  3172 

Of  euel  entent*  but*  for  I  mote  reherce 

Her  tales  alle  be  pei  bettei'  or  wore/ 

Or  ellis  fals  somen  of  my  matere 

And  peifore  who  list*  it*  not*  here  3176 
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Tome  oner  fe  lief  and  chese  anoj^er  tale 

ffor  je  shnl  fynde  ynow  grete  and  smale 

Of  historial  ^inge  ]>af  toiiche]>  gentilneaae 

And  eke  moralite  and  holynesse  3180 

Blame  nof  me  jif  j^at*  ye  chese  amys 

The  Millere  is  a  cheerle  ^e  knowe  wel  ^is 

So  was  the  Reue  eke  and  other  moo 

And  harlotrie  pei  told  bo]>  twoo  3184 

Aviso  )oa  and  puf  me  out*  of  blame 

And  eke  men  shal  nof  make  emesf  of  game 

Thus  ende]?  ^e  prologe. 

[No  break  in  the  M8.\ 
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And  here  by- 
gyimef  fe  Killers  Tale. 
IF  Harracio 

fhilom  Jer  was  dwelling*  in  Oxenford 
A  liche  gnof<  >af  gestes  helde  to  bor<$  3188 

And  of  his  craft'  he  was  a  Carpentei' 
Wif  him  Jer  was  dwelling*  a  pore  scolero 
Had  lemed  arte  huf  al  his  fantasie 

Was  turned  forto  lore  Astrologie  3192 

And  cowde  a  certeyn  of  conclusions 
To  demon  by  interrogacions . 

^if  }>af  men  axed  him  incerteyn  houres  [leaf  4ft] 

Whan  J)af  men  shuld  haue  droujte  of  shoures  3196 

Or  3if  men  axed  him  what*  shuld  byfalle 
Of  eueiy  ^ing*  I  may  not*  rekne  alle 
This  tale  was  cleped  hende  Nicholas 
Of  deme  loue  and  priue  solas  3200 

And  ]>erto  he  was  sclegh  and  fill  pnue 
And  liche  to  a  maiden  meke  to  see 
A  chambre  had  he  in  ^af  ostelrie 

Allone  wif-ouf  eny  companye  3204 

flpal  fetist*  dight*  wif  herbes  swote 
And  he  hym  seK  as  swete  as  is  ])e  rote 
Of  licorace  or  ony  sytuale 

His  almagist*  and  bokes  grete  and  smale  3208 

His  aster-laboure  longinge  for  his  arte 
His  awgryme  stones  layen  ful  faire  aparte 
On  shelues  couched  at  his  beddes  heuede 
His  presse  ykeuered  wij)  a  falding*  rede  3212 

And  al  aboue  Jer  lay  a  gay  sautrie 
On  which  he  made  on  nyghtes  melodye 
So  swetely  J)af  al  f  e  chambre  ronge 
And  angelus  ad  virginem  he  songe  3216 

And  after  Jaf  he  songe  Je  kingges  note 
ffdl  ofle  blessed  was  his  meiy  ])rote 
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And  fva  fe  swete  Clerks  liis  tyme  spente 

Afteie  his  frendes  fynding*  and  his  lente  3220 

This  Garpenteie  had  wedded  newe  a  wiff 

Which  ])af  he  loued  more  ]>an  hlB  liff 

Of  xviij.  jeie  she  was  of  age 

lelons  he  was  and  kepf  hii'  streif  in  cage  3224 

ffor  she  was  wily  and  yonge  and  he  was  olde 

And  demed  hym  self  to  be  like  a  Cukwolde 

He  knewe  not*  Gaton  for  his  wit<  is  mde 

pAif  bad  man  shuldf  wedde  his  similitude  3228 

Men  shnl  wedde  afbeie  her  estate 

ffor  ^Gufe  and  elde  is  off  at*  debate 

But  sith  he  was  fallen  ui  pQ  snare  Dmt  is,  iMck} 

He  most*  enduren  as  ofet  folk  lus  care  3232 

ffiur  was  ^18  yong6  wif  and  j^er  wi^  att 

As  eny  wesett  her  body  gent*  and  small: 

A  seynf  she  wered  baired  al  of  silk* 

A  bannedo^e  as  white  as  mom[e]  mylk*  3236 

Ypon  her  lendes  fill  of  mony  a  gore 

White  was  hir  smok*  and  enbrauded  al  byfore 

And  eke  be-hinde  on  her  colei'  aboute 

Of  Gole-blak  silk*  with-Inne  and  eke  wi^-oute  3240 

The  tapes  of  hiP  white  volipere 

Were  of  pe  same  sute  of  hir  colere 

Hii'  Philett  brode  of  silk  and  sette  fol  hie 

And  sikerly  she  had  a  lykerons  ye  3244 

fiol  smal  ypnUed  were  her  browes  twoo/ 

And  ]k>o  were  bent*  and  blake  as  eny  sloo/ 

She  was  more  bhsfol  on  to  se 

]Min  is  fe  newe  Pmenf  tree  3248 

And  softer  fan  fe  wolt  is  of  ei]»ei' 

And  by  hii'  girdel  henge  a  puis  of  ledei' 

Tasshed  vnp  silk  and  perled  with  latoun 

In  al  ^is  worlde  to  soke  yp  and  doun  3252 

Ther  nys  no  man  so  wise  ]>at*  cou]»e  ]»enche 

So  gay  a  popelot*  or  [such]  a  wenche 
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fful  bii^f  was  the  shynyng*  of  her  hwe 

Than  in  ^e  toure  ^e  noble  foiged  newe  3256 

But*  of  her  songe  it*  was  as  loude  and  ^eme 

As  eny  swalowe  sittinge  on  a  beeme 

])erto  she  cou^e  skippe  and  make  a  game 

As  eny  kid  or  calf  folowing*  his  dame  3260 

Her  mon])e  was  swete  as  braket  or  meth 

Or  horde  of  apples  leide  in  hay  or  heth 

Wynsinge  she  was  as  is  a  loly  colt 

Longe  as  a  mast*  and  ypwar($  as  a  bolt*  3264 

A  broche  she  bare  on  her  lone  colei' 

As  brode  as  is  ^e  boos  of  a  bokelere 

Her  shoes  were  laised  on  her  legges  hie  '  [leaf  m] 

She  was  a  Primerott  a  Pigges  nye  3268 

ffor  eny  lorde  to  liggen  in  his  bedde 

Or  ^it*  for  eny  [good]  jeman  to  wedde 

Kow  sit'  and  eft*  sii^ .  and  so  bifelle  pe  caas 

That*  on  a  day  ])is  heende  Nicholas  /  3272 

ffelle  wi])  ]>is  yonge  wif  forto  rage  and  play 

While  ])af  her  husbonde  was  af  osenay 

As  clerkes  bene  ful  subtile  and  ful  queynte 

And  prively  he  kau^t*  hui'  by  pe  queynte  3276 

And  seide  ywis  buf  I  haue  my  wille 

fifor  deeme  loue  of  ])e  lemman  I  spille 

And  helde  hure  fast*  by  ]>e  haunche  bonys 

And  seide  lemman  my  wiH:  at*  onys  3280 

Or  I  wil  die  as  god  me  saue 

And  she  spronge  as  a  colt*  in  traue 

And  wi])  her  hede  sche  wried  fast*  away 

She  saide  I  wil  not*  kisse  ]>e  by  my  fay  3284 

Wy  labbe  quod  she  latt  be  Nicholas 

Or  I  wil  crie  out*  harowe  and  alas 

Do  way  joure  hondes  for  ^our  curtesie 

This  Nicholas  gan  mercy  forto  crie  3288 

And  spake  so  faire  and  profred  him  ful  fast 

]>at*  she  her  loue  graunted  hym  atte  last* 
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And  Bwoor  hii'  oo])e  by  seint*  Thamas  of  keni^ 

Thai^  she  wolde  bene  at>  his  comanndemeni^  3292 

Whan  ^f  she  may  hii'  laizeie  wel  aspie 

Myn  husbonde  is  so  ful  of  lelonsie 

jM  bnf  je  -vraite  "wele  and  by  piive 

I  woote  li^t^  wel  I  ne  am  but*  dede  quod  she  3296 

^  mote  be  ful  deeme  as  in  ])is  caas 

Kay  ]»erof  care  30U  not*  quod  Nicholaas 

A  Clerk  has  li]>eTly  bysette  his  while 

Bnt^  3if  he  coii}>e  a  carpentei'  begile  3300 

And  ^us  ]>ei  acoided  and  swome 

To  awaite  a  tyme  as  I  haue  seide  bifoifl 

Whan  Nicholas  hat)  don  ^us  euery  dele  [Uaf  46.  bMk] 

And  twakked  her  aboute  fe  lendes  welle  3304 

He  kisse])  her  swete  and  take|)  his  sautrie 

And  pleie])  fast*  and  make])  melodye 

yon  fille  it  puB  fski  to  pe  parissK  chirche 

Ciistes  werkes  for  to  wirche  3308 

This  good  wif  wenf  vpon  an  halyday 

Hii'  forhede  shoon  as  bri^t*  as  eny  day 

80  was  if  wasshe  whan  she  left*  her  werk* 

Kow  was  ^re  of  pQ  chirch  a  parissfi  clerk  3312 

pe  which  was  cleped  absalofi 

Cmlle  was  his  heei'  and  as  fe  golde  shone 

And  strouted  as  [a]  fanne  large  and  brode 

ffol  streite  and  euene  laie  his  loly  shode  3316 

His  nidde  was  rede  his  eyen  grey  as  goos 

Wi])  Fowles  wyndowes  corven  in  his  shoos 

In  hosen  rede  he  went«  fetisly 

l-clad  he  was  ful  smal  and  proprely  3320 

Al  in  a  kirtel  of  light*  wagett 

ffdl  faire  and  ]>ikke  ben  ^e  poyntes  sette 

And  ]>er-ypon  he  had  [a]  gay  siuplise 

As  white  as  is  ])e  blossom  on  [the]  rise  3324 

A  mery  chil($  he  was  so  god  me  sane 

Wel  conde  he  late  blood  [and]  clippe  and  shaue 
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And  make  a  cbarteie  of  londe  or  a  quytat mce 

In  xx^  maners  coude  he  trippe  and  daunce  3328 

After  the  scole  of  Oxenfordd  ^oo 

And  wi])  his  legges  casten  to  and  froo 

And  pleyen  songes  on  a  small  rybibe 

Some  he  songe  a  londe  quynybe  3332 

As  as  "wel  conde  he  pley  on  a  gyteni) 

In  al  ))e  towne  nas  hrewhous  ne  tanerft 

]9at  he  ne  visef  wi^  his  solas 

^er  eny  gailerd  tapstei'  was  3336 

Bnf  soth  to  sayn  he  was  somdele  squeymous 

Of  fartinge  and  of  speche  danngerous 

This  Absolon  fa,V  was  loly  and  gay  [laaf  47j 

Go]>  wi])  a  sensnre  on  ^e  sonday  3340 

Sensinge  ]>e  wyues  of  pe  paxissh  fast* 

And  mony  a  lonely  loke  on  hem  he  cast* 

And  namely  on  fe  Carpenters  wiff 

To  loke  on  hyi*  him  foMfif  a  mery  liiff  3344 

She  was  so  propre .  swete .  afid  likerous 

I  dar  wel  say  and  she  had  be  a  mons 

And  he  a  Catf  he  wol($  hire  hent*  anon 

This  parissb  clerk*  ]>is  loly  absoloii  3348 

Ha|)  in  his  hertd  snch  a  loue  longynge 

That*  of  no  wiff  toke  he  non  ofiiinge 

For  cnrtesie  he  seide  he  wolde  none 

The  mone  whan  if  was  nyjf  bri^f  shone  3352 

And  absolon  his  gitem  ha|)  [i]take 

For  paramours  he  ])on3t6  forto  wake 

And  for])e  he  go])  lelous  and  amerous 

Til  he  come  to  ^e  Carpenter[e]8  hous  3356 

A  litel  aftere  ])e  Cok«  had  ycrowe 

And  dressed  hym  vnder  a  shette  wyndowe 

That*  was  vpon  f  e  Carpenter[e]8  walle 

He  singe])  in  his  vois  gentile  and  smalle  3360 

Now  dere  lady  jif  f  i  wil  be 

I  prei  }0u  Jaf  je  wil  rewe  on  me 
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Fal  wel  according*  to  his  gitemynge 

This  Caipenteie  a-woke  and  herd  hjm  singe  3364 

And  spake  vnto  his  wif  and  seide  anofl 

What*  alison  herest*  pou  nof  Absolon 

))af  channte])  ])U8  vndere  our  bonres  watt 

And  she  answer^  her  hnsbont)  per  wip  att  3368 

3iB  god  wote  lohn  I  here  it*  euery  dele 

^is  passe))  for])  whaf  wil  je  than  but  wele 

ffiro  day  to  day  pia  loly  absolofi 

So  wowej)  hire  J»f  hym  was  woo-bygofl  3372 

He  wake])  al  ]>e  ny3t*  and  al  pQ  day 

He  kembe])  his  lockes  btode  and  made  Lem  gay 

He  wowe])  hii'  by  menes  and  brocage  [lemr  47.  back] 

And  swoor  he  wolde  bene  her  wne  page  3376 

He  Synge])  brokking*  as  a  nyghtyngale 

He  sent*  her  pymenf  Methe  and  spised  ale 

And  wafres  pyping  bote  ouf  of  pe  glede 

And  to  hii'  often  he  profered  mede  3380 

ffor  some  wil  be  wonnen  for  ricches 

And  some  for  strokes  and  some  for  gentilnesse 

Somtyme  to  shewe  his  lightnesse  and  maisstrie 

He  pleieth  herawdes  vpon  a  scaffold  hie  3384 

But  whaf  ayaille])  him  as  in  ))is  caas 

So  loueth  she  piB  hende  Nicholaas 

That*  Absolon  may  blawe  pe  hvike  horfi 

He  ne  had  for  his  labour  but*  a  scorfi  3388 

And  pus  she  makep  absolon  her  Ape 

Al  his  eemest  iumep  but*  to  a  lape 

ffor  Bope  pis  prouerbe  if  is  no  lye 

Men  seien  puB  alway  pQ  nyjt^  sclie  3392 

Make])  pe  feer  loue  to  be  loth 

ffor  ])0U3e  ]>at*^absolon  be  wode  or  wroth 

By  cause  fat*  he  fer  was  from  her  sijf 

This  Wi^te  Nicholas  stode  in  his  li3t*  3396 

Nowe  here  jou  wel  thou  hende  Nicholas/ 

ffor  abeolon  may  waille  and  singe  alias 
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And  80  by-felle  it*  on  a  Saterday 

This  Carpentere  was  gone  to  Osnay  3400 

And  hende  Nicholas  and  Alisofi 

Accorded  were  to  ^is  conclusioil 

))at*  Nicholas  shal  shapen  hym  a  wile 

This  sely  lelous  hnsbonde  to  begile  3404 

And  if  so  be  ]>e  game  went*  a  rijf 

She  shnlde  sclepe  in  his  arme  al  ]>af  nyjt* 

For  ])is  [was]  his  desire  and  hers  also 

And  ri3f  anon  wijH)ut«  wordes  moo/  3408 

This  Nicholas  no  lenger  wold  taiie 

But*  do^  fill  softe  into  his  chamber  carie 

Botti  mete  and  drinke  for  a  daye  or  tweye  p«itf  4S] 

And  to  hii'  husbonde  bad  hii'  for  to  seie  3412 

If  ]>af  he  asked  after  Nicholas 

She  sholde  seie  she  nysf  not*  wher  lie  was 

Of  al  ^af  day  she  see  hym  not*  wi))  ye 

She  trowed  ]>af  he  was  in  maladye  3416 

fifor  no  crie  her  maide  can  calle 

He  nolde  answere  for  noi^f  that*  may  bifiBdle 

This  passe^  for])  al  ^e  Saterday 

That*  Nicholas  stille  in  his  bed  lay  3420 

And  ete  and  slepte  and  [dede]  what*  hym  lest* 

Til  sonday  ])at<  ])e  sonne  go]>  to  rest* 

This  sely  Carpentei^  ha])  grete  menraile 

Of  Nicholas  or  what*  fiag  myjf  hym  aile  3424 

And  saide  I  am  a<Lrad  by  seynt*  Thomas 

If  stondeth  not*  a-ri3f  wi^  Nicholas 

God  shilde  ])at<  he  deyed  sodenily 

This  world  is  nowe  ful  tikil  sikerly  3428 

I  seghe  to-day  a  coors  bom  to  chirche 

That*  now  on  monday  I  segli  fast*  wiiche 

Go  yp  quod  he  to  his  knaue  anon 

Clepe  at*  his  door  or  knokke  wip  a  stofi  3432 

Loke  howe  if  is  and  telle  me  boldely 

])i8  knaue  wenf  him  vp  ful  sturdely 
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And  af  the  Chamber  door  while  fat  he  siode 

He  cried  an  knokked  as  he  were  wode  3436 

What*  howe  what*  do  ^e  msaster  Nicholaj 

Howe  may  ^e  sdopen  al  ^Ib  longe  day 

Bat  al  for  nou3t*  he  herd  neuer  a  word 

An  hoole  he  foonde  ful  lowe  ynder  a  bord  3440 

Ther  as  J^e  Catt  was  wonte  forto  crepe 

And  af  ^e  hole  he  loked  in  fill  depe 

And  atte  lasf  he  had  of  him  a  si^t 

fiB  Nicholas  satte  eu^re  gaping*  yp  r^t  3444 

As  he  had  kiked  on  J^e  newe  moone 

And  doiine  he  go^  and  told  his  nudstei'  sone 

In  what  aiaie  he  segh  ]>at*  like  man  (Imt  48,  buk] 

This  carpentere  to  blissen  hym  by^;an  3448 

And  seide  helpe  ys  seinf  f&edeswyde 

A  man  wote  litel  what*  shal  hym  betide 

This  man  is  fallen  wi^  his  astronomye 

In  some  woodnesse  or  in  some  Agonye  3452 

I  )K>ujf  wel  howe  if  shuld  be 

Men  shidd  nof  knowe  of  goddis  privete 

3e  blessed  be  alway  fe  lewde  man 

^f  nou3f  bnf  only  his  bileeue  can  3456 

So  ferde  anoj^er  clerk  with  astronomye 

He  walked  into  fe  feeldes  for  to  prie 

Ypon  ])e  sterres  to  wif  whaf  shal  by-falle 

TQ  he  was  in  a  Marie  pitte  yfalle  3460 

He  seighe  no3f  buf  yif  by  seinf  Thomas 

Me  rae))  soor  hende  Nicholas 

He  schal  be  rated  of  his  stodying* 

If  ^f  I  may  by  Jhesu'^  heuene  knyge       [>  us  ihe]        3464 

Gete  me  a  staf  ])af  I  may  vnderepore 

While  J)af  J)ou  Eobyn  heuesf  vp  Je  dore 

He  shal  oaf  of  his  stodying*  as  I  gesse 

And  to  fe  Chamber  dore  he  gan  hym  dresse  3468 

His  knaae  was  a  stronge  Carle  for  ]>e  nones 

And  by  fe  haspe  he  haae  if  vp  af  ones 

PETWORTH   09 


Digitized  by  Google 


100  oBoup  A.   §  4.  miller's  talk.  Petworfh  HS. 

Into  )>e  flooi  fe  door  fille  anoft 

This  Nicholas  saf  ay  stille  as  stoft  3472 

And  eaere  gaped  ypwaicl  into  fe  eiie 

fis  carpentei'  wende  he  were  in  deepeii' 

And  hent*  hym  by  fe  shuldies  my^tely 

And  8hoke  him  harcF  and  cried  spitonsly  3476 

What*  Nicholay  what*  loke  adoiin 

A-wake  and  ^enk  on  cristes  passioun 

I  crouche  ^e  from  eveles  and  fro  wi3tee 

])er-with  ^e  nyjf  spelle  he  seide  anon  njtes  3480 

On  four  halues  of  the  houB  aboute 

And  on  ]>e  thresshhold  on  fe  dore  wtt^ute 

IhesvL  crisf  and  seynf  Benedighi^  PMf  49) 

Blesse  fis  hous  from  euery  wicked  wighf  3484 

ffor  }e  nyghtes  veiye  pe  white  pater  noster 

Where  wentestowe .  seynf  Peters  sustei' 

And  atte  laaf  fi&  hende  Nicholas 

Gan  for  to  sighe  sore  and  seide  alias  3488 

Shal  al  ^e  world  be  loste  eftsones  nowe 

This  Carpentere  answerde  whaf  seist*  )K>we 

What*  fenk  on  god  as  we  dofi  fat*  swynk* 

This  Nicholas  answerdd  focche  me  drink*  3492 

And  aftere  I  wil  speke  in  privete 

Of  certeyn  ]>ing*  ])at<  towchef  pe  and  me 

I  wiUe  telle  it*  noon  o^r  man  cereteyne 

This  carpentei'  go))  doun  and  comme]>  ageyne  3496 

And  broujt*  of  myghty  ale  a  large  quarte 

And  whan  ]>at*  eche  of  hem  had  dronke  his  parte 

f  is  Nicholas  his  door  fast*  shette 

And  doun  f  e  Carpentei'  by  hym  he  sette  3500 

And  seide  lohn  myn  hooste  lief  and  dere 

)?ow  shalt  ypon  fi  trou])  swere  me  heere 

That*  to  no  wight*  ]>oa  shalt*  ))is  counsett  wrey 

fifor  it*  is  cristes  counsaile  y&if  I  sey  3504 

And  if  ])a  telle  it*  man  ]>ou  art*  forlore 

ffor  ^iB  vengeannce  ])ou  shalt*  haue  ferfove 
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fat»  if  Jk)w  wiey  me  f  ou  shalf  be  wode 

IT  Nay  criflf  forbede  if  for  his  holy  blood  3508 

Qaod  ^00  ])is  sely  man  I  ne  am  no  labbe 

Ke  y>xigtL  I  seie  if  I  ne  am  not*  lief  to  gabbe 

Sey  what*  J)owe  wolf  I  ehal  if  nenei'  telle 

To  Childe  ne  wif  by  hym  faf  harowed  helle  3512 

Nowe  lohn  quod  Nicholas  I  wil  nof  lie 

I  haue  yf ounden  in  myn  astrologie 

As  I  haue  loked  in  fe  mone  br^f 

^f  nowe  on  monday  nexf  a  quarter  nyjf  3516 

Shal  falle  a  rayn  and  ^af  so  wild  and  wode 

)>af  half  so  grete  was  never  noes  flode 

This  world  he  saide  in  lasse  fan  in  an  houre        Hmt  tt,  baok] 

Shal  al  be  dreinf  so  hidous  is  ^e  showre  3520 

Thus  shal  mankinde  drenche  and  lese  her  liff 

This  Caipentere  answerd  alias  my  wiff 

And  shal  she  drenche  alias  myf&  alisotm 

for  sorowe  of  ])is  he  fille  al-mosf  adoun  3524 

And  seide  is  no  remedye  in  fis  caas 

Wy  ^  for  god  quod  heende  Nicholas 

Jf  Jk)W  wolte  worchen  aftere  lore  and  rede 

))owe  maisf  nof  worchen  aftei'  pine  owne  hede  3528 

ffor  ^us  seith  Salomon  ])af  was  fdl  trewe 

Woiche  al  by  counsaile  and  ))ou  shalf  nof  rewe 

And  if  ]>ou  worchen  wolf  by  good  counsaille 

I  yndertake  wijH)uten  masf  or  saille  3532 

3if  shal  I  saue  hii'  and  pe  and  mee 

Hasf  you  nof  herd  how  saued  was  Noe 

Whan  J»f  our  lorde  ha^  warned  hym  byfom 

Jjaf  al  the  world  wij)  watei*  shuld  be  lorn  .    3536 

3is  quod  ^is  Carpenter  ful  jore  argoo 

Hastowe  nof  herde  quod  Nicholas  also 

J)e  sorowe  of  Noe  wiJ)  his  felawship 

Or  he  my^f  gete  his  wif  to  ship  3540 

Hym  had  leuere  I  dar  wel  yndertake 

Af  ^ilk«  tyme  {ran  att  his  wejreres  blake 
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^af  she  had  a  ship  hure  self  alldn 

And  ])erfor  woostowe  what*  is  best*  to  don  3544 

Thix  axeth  hasf  and  of  an  hastif  |)inge 

Men  may  not<  preche  or  make  taiyinge 

Anoon  go  gete  vs  fast*  into  ]>is  Inne 

A  knedinge  trongli  or  ellifl  a  kernel jne  3548 

ffor  eche  of  vs  bnf  loke  J»af  J)ei  bene  large 

In  whiche  men  mowe  swymme  as  in  a  bai^e 

And  han  her  vitailles  suffisannt* 

But*  for  a  day  fye  on  ]>e  remenat^nt*  3552 

fe  watei'  shal  a-slake  and  gofi  a-way 

Aboute  pryme  vpon  J»e  nextd  day 

But*  Bobyne  may  not*  wif  of  ])is  ]>i  knaue  o^f  5o] 

"Ne  eke  fi  maide  Gill'  I  may  not*  saue  3556 

Axe  not*  why  for  Jyou^e  ])ou  axe  me 

I  wil  not*  tellen  goddes  pWuete 

It*  suffisep  fe  but*  if  fi  wittes  madde 

To  haue  as  grete  a  grace  as  Noe  hadde  3560 

])i  wif  shal  I  wel  saue  out*  of  doute 

Go  nowe  ^i  way  and  spede  ^e  here  aboute 

But  whan  Jou  hast*  for  hit*  and  fe  and  me 

ygeten  ts  ))ise  kneding*  treies  ))re  3564 

pan  shalt*  ]>ou  honge  hem  in  |)e  roof*  ful  hie 

J)af  no  man  of  oure  pttrueauTWje  espie 

And  whan  ]>ou  ])U8  hasf  dof&  as  I  haue  seide 

And  hast*  oure  vitaile  faire  in  hem  y-leide  3568 

And  eke  an  axe  to  smyte  |)e  cor<$  a  two 

Whan  ]>at*  pe  water  comme])  |)at*  we  may  goo 

And  broke  and  hole  on  higfi  vpon  the  gable 

Ynto  ^e  gardyne  ware)  ouer  ])e  stable  3572 

f  af  we  may  frely  passen  forj)  our  waye 

Whan  ^at*  ^e  grete  shoure  is  passed  awaye 

Than  shalt*  ])ou  swymme  as  meiy  I  vndertake 

As  do^  ]>e  wight*  duk  aftere  fe  drake  3576 

)>an  wol  I  clepe  how  alisofi.  howe  lohn 

Be  mery  for  ])e  flood  wil  passe  an5n 
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And  ^owe  wilf  seyn  heil  Maister  Nicholay 

Qood  motowe  I  see  )^  -vrele  for  it*  is  day  3580 

And  y«D.  sbal  "we  be  lozdes  al  ouie  lif 

Of  alle  ^e  world  as  Noe  and  his  wif 

Bnf  jyaf  of  00  fing  I  wame  pe  ful  li^t 

Be  wel  ayised  on  ))af  ilk[e]  ny^f  3584 

))at^  we  bene  entred  into  ^e  shippes  boord 

))at  noon  of  vs  ne  speke  not*  a  word 

Ke  Clepe  ne  crie  bnt*  bene  in  bis  preire 

ffor  it^  is  goddis  owe  heeste  dere  3588 

Thi  wif  and  )K)a  mote  bonge  fer  atwynne 

ffor  ))af  bitwix  3on  sbal  be  no  synne 

No  more  in  loking*  pan  fer  sbal  in  dede  [iMr5o,back] 

piB  ordinaunce  is  seide  so  god  ])e  spede  3592 

To  morowe  af  nygbf  wban  men  bene  aft  Srslepe 

Into  our  kneding*  trowes  wil  we  crepe 

And  sitten  ]>er  abidinge  goddis  grace 

€ro  nowe  Ji  way  I  bane  no  lenger  space  3596 

To  make  of  ^is  no  lenger  sermonyng< 

Men  seyn  ^us  sende  ]>e  wise  and  say  no  ])inge 

^n  art*  so  wise  it*  nedede])  ^e  not*  tecbe 

Go  sane  onr  lif  and  ))at*  I  ^e  bisecbe  3600 

%  This  sely  Carpentere  goJ»  forj>  bis  way 

ffnl  off  be  seide  alas  and  wayleway 

And  to  bis  wif  be  tolde  bis  prinete 

And  sbe  was  war  and  knewe  it*  bet*  fan  be  3604 

Wbat*  al  yis  qneinte  cast*  was  for  to  saye 

Bnt*  natbelees  sbe  feezde  as  she  wold  deye 

And  saide  alas  go  foorf  J^i  way  aiion 

Helpe  Ts  to  scape  or  we  bene  dede  echofl  3608 

I  am  ]>i  trewe  verry  wedded  wiff* 

Go  dere  spouse  and  helpe  to  sane  our  lif* 

Lo  swicb  a  grete  fing  is  affection 

Men  may  dye  for  ymaginacion  3612 

So  depe  may  impression  be  take 

This  sely  Carpentei'  bygynne])  quake 
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Hym  |)eiike)»  veirely  J)af  lie  may  se 

Koe  flood  com§  -vralking*  as  fe  See  3616 

To  dienclieii  alison  his  hony  dere 

He  wepeth  weilleth  and  maketh  sori  chere 

He  siglie])  wi]>  mony  a  soiy  swongb 

And  goo|)  and  gete]>  hym  a  kneding<)  trough  3620 

And  aftere  a  Tnbbe  and  a  kemelyne 

And  prively  he  sent*  hem  to  his  Inne 

And  henge  hem  in  fe  roof  in  privete 

His  owne  honde  he  made  eke  ledders  ]>re  3624 

To  clymben  hy  Je  ronges  and  J)e  stalkes 

Ynto  pe  tubhes  hongyng*  in  ]>e  balkes/ 

And  hem  yitailled  bo])[e]  trouje  and  tubbe  omt  bi] 

WiJ)  brede.  wij  chese  wi|)h  good  ale  in  a  lubbe  3628 

SnflSsinge  rijf  ynowe  as  for  a  day 

But*  er  he  had  made  al  ])is  amy 

He  sent*  his  knaue  and  eke  his  wenche  alsoo 

Vpon  his  nede  to  Londoil  for  to  goo  3632 

IT  And  on  }q  Monday  whan  if  drou3e  to  ny}f 

He  shette  his  door  wijK>uten  candel  li3f 

And  dressed  al  ]>ing*  as  if  shuld  be 

And  shortely  clumben  vp  al  ))re  3636 

f)ei  seiten  stille  wel  a  f orlonge  way 

Now  Pater  nosfer  Clum  seide  Nicholay 

And  Clum  quod  lohn .  and  clum  seide  Alison 

This  Carpentere  seide  his  devocidn  3640 

And  stille  he  sitte  and  bidde])  his  preiei' 

Awaitinge  on  ^e  leyne  if  he  if  here 

The  dej^e  sleep  for  wery  bisynesse 

ffille  on  )ns  Carpenter  rijf  as  I  gesse  3644 

Aboute  Cuifewe  tyme  or  litel  more 

ffor  trayaile  of  his  goosf  he  gtonep  sore 

Buf  ofte  he  routed  for  his  hede  myslay 

Doun  of  fe  ledder  stalke^  Nicholay  3648 

And  Alison  ful  sofke  adoune  she  spedde 

'Wi]H)uten  wordes  moo  ]>ei  gon  to  bedde  « 
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J)er  as  fe  Caipentei'  is  wonte  to  lye 

per  was  pQ  reuel  and  ^e  melodye  3652 

And  fua  lith  alison  and  Nicholas 

In  bnsynes  of  myrtil  and  of  solas 

Til  ^1^  fe  belle  of  laudes  gan  to  rynge  i 

And  freies  in  pQ  channsel  gan  to  singe  3656 

IT  This  FarissE  clerk  ^is  amorous  absolofl 

))af  is  for  lone  alway  so  woo  bygofi 

Ypon  ye  Monday  was  af  Oseney 

WiJ  Company  him  to  disporf  and  pley  3660 

And  axed  ypon  a  caas  a  Cloystrere 

ffdl  priyely  after  lohn  fe  Carpenters 

And  he  drowe  hym  aparf  ouf  of  ^e  chircli  [iMif  si,  i»ckj 

And  seide  I  note  I  seghe  hym  here  not  wirch  3664 

8i^  saterday  I  trowe  ^at  he  be  went* 

ffor  tymbre  "per  oure  abbot*  ha])  hym  senf 

ffor  he  is  wonte  for  tymbre  forto  goo 

And  dwellen  at*  pQ  graunge  a  day  or  twoo  3668 

Or  ellis  he  is  at*  his  hons  certoyn 

Wher  fat*  he  be  I  can  not*  sof ly  seyn) 

This  absolon  fill  loly  was  and  lijf 

And  ^oghf  now  is  tyme  to  wake  al  nyght^  3672 

ffor  sikerly  I  segh  hym  not*  stirenge 

Abouten  his  door  si])  day  bygan  to  springe 

So  mote  I  thriye  I  shal  atte  Cockes  crowe 

ffal  prinely  knokken  af  his  wyndowe  3676 

pai?  stant*  f ul  lowe  vpon  his  bowres  walle 

To  Alison  now  wil  I  tellen  alle 

My  lone  longyng*  for  ])at*  I  shal  not*  mysse 

yaif  at*  fe  leeste  wey  I  shal  hir'  kisse  3680 

Som  manere  comfort*  shal  I  haue  parfay 

My  moa])e  ha])  icched  al  pis  longe  day 

fBif  is  a  signe  of  kissing*  atte  leest 

Al  nyght*  me  met*  eek  I  was  at*  a  fest*  3684 

^r-for  I  wil  goo  sclepe  an  hour  or  twey 

And  al  pe  nyght*  fan  wil  I  wake  and  pley 
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Wlian  ])at*  pe  fiiste  cok  h&f  crowe  anofl 

Yp  sterf  |)i8  lolj  louer  absolofi  3688 

And  hym  aiaied  gay  and  poynf  devise 

But*  first*  he  shewejy  greyn  and  licoiise 

To  smellen  swote  er  he  had  kempt*  his  here 

Yndeie  his  tunge  a  trewe  lone  he  here  3692 

fPor  Jjerhy  wende  he  to  be  gracious 

He  roome])  to  the  Carpenters  hons 

And  stille  he  stanf  yndere  ]>e  shot*  wyndo-vre 

Vnto  his  bresf  it*  raught*  it*  was  so  lowe  3696 

And  soft*  he  koughe^  wi]>  a  semy  soune 

What*  do  3e  hony  combe  swete  ahsotm 

My  fSaiie  brid  my  swete  Synamome  timtsn 

A-waike]>  lemman  myne  aiid  speke]>  to  me  3700 

ffiil  litel  ^enken  ^e  vpon  my  woo 

J)at*  for  joure  loue  I  swete  as  I  goo 

No  wonder  is  fou^e  that*  I  swelt*  or  swete 

I  moume  as  do]>  fe  lombe  after  pe  tete  3704 

I-wis  leuman  I  haue  such  loue-longyng* 

))at*  like  a  turtel  trewe  is  my  moumynge 

I  may  not*  eten  no  more  ]>an  a  maide 

Gro  fro  f  e  wyndowe  lak  fool  she  seide  3708 

So  god  me  spede  it*  wil  not*  be  compame 

I  loue  ano])er  and  ellis  I  were  to  blame 

Wei  bet*  ])an  ]>e  by  Ihe^  absolon 

GU>  forj)  J)i  waie  or  I  wil  cast*  a  stofi  3712 

And  lat*  me  slope  a  twenty  deuelway 

Alas  quod  absolon  and  weyloway 

That*  trewe  loue  was  euere  so  euel  bysette 

Than  kisse  me  si])  it*  may  be  no  bette  3716 

ffor  Ikema^  loue  and  for  fe  loue  of  me  P  us  ibq 

Wilt*  J»ou  J)an  go  J>i  waie  fer-with  quod  she 

3e  Certes  lemman  quod  ])is  absolon 

^an  make  fe  redy  quod  she  I  come  anofi  3720 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

This  absolon  doune  sette  hym  on  his  knees 
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And  seid  I  am  a  lord  af  aUe  degrees  3724 

ffor  afiere  ^ia  I  hope  )>er  commetli  more 

Lemman  fi  grace  and  swete  brid  ]>me  ore 

The  vyndowe  she  yndo^  and  ^af  in  haste 

Haoe  doo  quod  she  come  of  and  spede  |)e  fiaste  3728 

Lesf  ^at^  our  neigheboores  ]>e  espie 

fiia  absolon  gan  wipe  his  mon])  fol  drie 

Derk  was  pQ  njghf  as  picch  or  as  fe  cole 

And  af  J^e  wyndowe  oat*  she  putf  her  hole  3732 

And  absolon  hiTn  felle  no  bette  ne  weis 

Bat*  wi^  his  moa)>e  he  kissed  her  naked  ers 

ffdl  saaoarly  er  he  was  ware  of  J^is 

Abak  he  sterte  and  ^ught*  if  was  amys  3736 

ffor  wel  he  wist*  a  womman  ha^  no  berde  [iMrss^back] 

He  felt*  a  ^ing*  al  rooghe  and  longe  yherede 

And  seide  fye  alas  what*  haae  I  doo 

Ti  he  quod  she  and  clapf  fe  wyndowe  to/  3740 

And  absolon  go|)  for])  a  former  pass 

A  beerd  a  beerdf  seide  hende  Nicholaas 

By  goddes  corpus  pia  gop  faire  and  wett 

This  sely  absolon  heide  it*  eaeiy  dett  3744 

And  on  his  lippe  he  gan  for  anger  bite 

And  to  him  self  he  seide  I  shal  pe  qnyte 

Who  nibbeth  nowe  who  &eteth  nowe  his  hppes 

Wip  dost*  wij)  sonde  wi  J  strawe  wij>  cloJ>  with  chippes/ 

Bat*  absolon  that*  sei^  ful  oft*  alias  3749 

My  soole  bitake  I  to  Sathanas 

Baf  me  were  leaere  ]>an  al  p\B  toune  qtiod  he 

Of  piB  despite  Srwroken  forto  be  3752 

Alias  quod  he  alias  I  ne  had  ybleynt* 

His  bote  love  is  cold  and  al  yqueynf 

fEoT  fro  paif  tyme  ]>af  he  had  kist*  her  ers 

Of  paramours  he  sette  not*  a  kers  3756 

ffor  he  was  heled  of  his  malady 

ffdl  oft*  paramours  he  gan  defie 

And  wepe)>  as  do|)  a  child  )>at*  is  ybete 

A  sofW  paas  he  went*  ouer  pe  strete  3760 
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Ynto  a  smytii  men  clepen  dann  Gervaae 

That*  in  his  forge  smytej  plowh  hamase 

He  sharpeth  sliare  and  ctQter  bisily 

This  absolon  knokke)^  al  Esily 

And  seide  ynto  Gervays  and  ]?at*  anon) 

Whaf  who  art*  ]>ou  if  am  I  absolon 

What*  Absolon .  whaf  cristes  swete  tre 

Why  rise  ^e  so  rathe  .o  benedicite 

Whaf  eilej  jou  som  gay  gerle  god  if  wote 

Haj>  broujf  jou  f  us  [up]on  J»e  Vyritote 

By  seynf  Noef  je  whote  wele  whaf  I  mene 

p\a  Absolon  ne  rou^te  nof  a  bene ./ 

Of  al  f  is  pley  no  word  a3ein  he  gaf 

He  had  more  towe  on  his  dystaf 

J7an  GervaiB  knewe  and  seide  frende  so  dere 

pe  bote  Cultere  in  ]>e  Chymeney  here 

As  lene  if  me  I  haue  ])erwi]>  to  doii 

I  wil  bringe  if  argeyn  ful  sone 

Grervais  answer^  certes  were  if  gold 

Or  in  a  poke  nobles  al  vntolc) 

Thou  shuldest  haue  as  I  am  trewe  smyth 

A  cristes  foo  whaf  wil  ^e  do  J)erwith 

Therof  quod  absolon  be  as  be  may 

I  shal  tellen  if  ])e  to  morowe  day 

And  caughf  ]>e  Culter'  by  fe  cold6  stele 

fiul  sof  f  ouf  atte  door  he  gan  stele 

And  wenf  ynto  pe  Carpenters  walle 

He  koughed  firsf  and  knokked  per  wi^  att 

Vppon  Je  wyndowe  righf  as  he  did  eere 

j)iB  Alison  answerda  who  is  fere 

]9af  knokke])  so  I  waraunf  it  a  feef 

We  nay  quod  he  god  wote  my  swete  leef 

I  am  fine  absolon  pine  derlinge 

Of  gold  quod  he  I  haue  pe  brou^f  a  lynge 

My  modere  jaue  if  me  so  god  me  sane 

flFol  fyn  if  is  and  ferto  wel  ygraue 
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This  wil  I  jenen  fe  if  fowQ  me  kisse 

pia  Nicholas  was  risen  forto  pisse 

And  ^o^f  he  wold  amenden  al  ])e  lape 

He  shnldd  kisse  his  ers  ei  fa,V  he  scape  3800 

And  Tp  ]ie  wyndowe  did  he  hastely 

And  oaf  his  ers  he  putte])  pr/uely 

Oner  ^  buttok  to  pe  haunche  bofL 

And  peirwip  spake  J^is  clerk  ^is  absolone  3804 

Speke  swete  bridde  I  not*  wher  pon  art* 

piB  Nicholas  anofi  lete  fleigh  a  farf 

Ab  grete  as  if  had  bene  a  ]?onder  denf 

J)af  wij>  pe  stroke  he  was  almosf  yblenf  3808 

And  he  was  redy  wip  his  yren  bote  [letf  ss^iMdc] 

And  Nicholas  in  pQ  ers  he  smote 

Of  gop  pe  skyn  an  honde  brede  aboute 

J)e  bote  culter  brenned  so  his  toute  3812 

And  for  pe  smerte  he  wende  forto  deye 

As  he  were  wood  for  woo  he  gan  to  crye 

Help  water  water  helpe  for  goddys  herf 

This  Carpentei*  ouf  of  his  slomber  sterf  3816 

And  herde  oon  crien  watei'  as  he  were  wode 

And  ])oa3f  aUas  now  commeth  noes  flode 

He  sette  hym  vp  wi]>out[e]  wordes  moo 

And  wip  an  axe  he  smote  pe  cord  a  two  3820 

And  donn  gop  alle  he  fonde  neiper  to  selle 

Srede  nor  Ale  til  he  com  to  pe  selle 

Vpon  pe  floor  and  ther  a  swoun  he  lay 

Vp  sterf  hir  Alison  and  Nicholay  3824 

And  criden  onf  and  horowe  in  pe  strete 

pe  neighbours  bop  smale  and  grete 

Bonnen  forto  gawren  on  pis  man 

)>at  a  swonn  lay  bop  pale  and  wan  3828 

ffor  wip  paf  faUe  he  brasten  hap  his  arme 

Bnf  stonden  he  mosf  vnto  his  owne  harme 

ffor  whan  he  spak  he  was  anofi  bom  dot/n 

Wip  hende  Nicholas  and  alisot^n  3832 
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Thei  tolde  eneiy  man  ^at  he  was  wode 

He  was  agast*  so  of  pe  Noes  flode 

J^Tg&  fantasie  ])at<  of  his  vanyte 

He  had  ybou3t*  hjtn  kneding^  tubbes  ^re  3836 

And  had  hem  honged  in  pe  roof  abone 

And  ]yaf  he  preied  hym  for  goddys  loue 

To  sitten  in  ^e  roof  par  companye 

pe  folk  gan  langhen  at  his  fantasie  3840 

And  to  the  Boof  ^ei  kepen  and  ^ei  gape 

And  turned  al  his  harme  ynto  a  lape 

for  what*  so  pia  Carpentei'  answerd 

It  was  for  non^t  no  man  his  resofl  herd  3844 

Wi])  o]?e6  grete  he  was  so  sworn  a  doun  OMifMj 

That*  he  was  holden  woods  in  al  ^at*  totm 

ffor  eu«re  clerk  anoon  rijf  helde  wip  oper 

])ei  seide  pe  man  is  wood  my  lene  bro]?er  3848 

And  enere  wight*  gan  langhen  at*  his  strif 

Thus  swyued  was  pe  Carpenter[e]s  wiflf 

ffor  al  his  keping^  and  his  lelousie 

And  Absalon  hap  kissed  her  nethere  ye  3852 

And  Nicholas  is  scalded  in  his  toute 

This  tale  is  doll  and  god  saue  al  pe  route. 

IT  Here  endep  pe  mylars  tale. 

[No  break  in  the  M8.] 
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V  And  yjiM  bjgynne^  ^e  Vrologe  of  pe  Beues  tale  n  ot^-  »• 

.  folk  ban  laughen  at*  ^is  nyce  cas 

Of  absolon  and  hende  Nicholas  3856 

Dyueis  folk  dyueisly  fei  seide 
Bnf  for  ^e  moie  parte  ^ei  lou^e  and  pleide 
Ne  at^  ^is  tale  I  seglie  no  man  hym  giene 
Bnt^  if  weie  only  Oswold  fe  Eeue  3860 

Bycaose  he  was  of  Carpenter[e]8  ciaff 
A  litel  Ire  in  hifi  lierta  laffc* 
He  gan  to  gruccbe  and  blamed  it  a  lite 
So  thick  quod  he  M  wele  quou]>  I  ])e  quyte  3864 

Wip  bleiing*  of  a  proude  Millers  ye 
If  ^t*  me  list*  to  speke  of  Ribawdye 
Bal^  ik  am  olde  me  list*  not*  pley  for  age 
Gias  tyme  is  done  my  foder  is  forage  3868 

This  white  top  write])  myn  olde  ^eeres 
Myn  herf  is  al  so  mowled  as  myn  heeres 
But  if  I  fare  as  do]>  an  open-eis 

|paf  ilke  firayte  is  ener  lenger  ))e  wers  3872 

Til  it  be  roten  in  Mullok  or  in  stre 
We  olde  men  I  drede  so  faro  we 
Til  we  be  roten  can  we  not*  be  ripe 
We  hopen  alway  while  pe  hert*  wiL  pipe  3876 

ffor  in  onr  wiUe  per  stikketh  euer  a  naile 
To  bane  an  hoor  beer  and  a  grone  taile 
As  ha^  a  leke  for  J^ough  our  myjt  be  gofi  n«^M,baok] 

Our  wille  desire]?  foly  eaer  in  oon  3880 

ffor  whan  we  may  not*  dofl  ]>an  wil  we  speke 
^it*  in  ouro  asshed  olde  is  fire  yreke 
ffonr  gledes  ban  we  which  I  shal  deuyse 
Anatcntinge  lying* .  angro .  and  coueitise  3884 

Tluse  four  sparkles  longe]?  vnto  elde 
Our  olde  lymes  may  wel  bene  vnwelde 
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But*  wil  ne  shal  not*  faille  ]?at*  is  sottL 

And  ^iif  haue  I  alwaye  a  coltes  tot&  3888 

As  mony  jere  as  it*  is  passed  henne 

SiJ>  ]yat*  my  tap  of  lif  byganne  to  renne 

fibr  sikerly  whan  I  was  bom  anon 

Def  diongb  pe  tappe  of  lif  and  lete  it  goft  3892 

And  enere  si^en  ha]>  so  pe  tap  yronne 

Til  at*  almost*  al  empty  is  pe  tonne 

The  strem  of  lif  now  droppe]^  on  J>e  chymbe 

fe  sely  tunge  may  wel  rynge  and  chymbe  3896 

Of  wiecchednesse  J>at*  passed  is  M  yore 

Wi]>  olde  folk  sane  dotage  is  no  more 

IT  Whan  f^at*  our  ooste  had  herde  J^is  sermonynge 

He  gan  to  speke  as  lordly  as  a  kinge  3900 

He  seide  what*  amounted  al  ^is  witte 

What*  shal  we  speke  alday  of  holy  writte 

The  denel  made  a  Eene  forto  preche 

Or  of  a  Souter*  shipman  or  a  lecche  3904 

Say  for]?  ^i  take  and  taiy  not*  ^e  tyme 

Loo  Depford  and  it*  is  almosf  prime 

Lo  Grenwich  pat  mony  a  shrewe  is  Inne 

It*  were  hie  tyme  fi  tale  forto  bygynne  3908 

IT  Now  Sirs  quod  pis  OswoW  Je  Eeue 

I  prei  30U  al  ]?at*  ^e  30U  not  greue 

J^ouje  I  answere  and  somdele  sette  hys  houwe 

ffor  leefol  it*  is  wip  force .  force  of  shouwe  3912 

This  dronken  MiUei*  hap  ytolde  vs  here 

Hou  pat*  bigiled  was  a  Garpentere 

F^rauentt^re  in  scorn  for  I  am  oofi  [ic«f  ss] 

And  by  30ure  leue  I  shal  hym  quyte  anofl  3916 

Eijt*  in  his  Gheerles  teermes  wU  I  speke 

I  prei  to  god  his  nekke  mot*  alto-breke 

He  can  wel  in  myn  ye  seen  a  stalk 

But*  in  his  owne  he  can  not*  seen  a  balk*  3920 

IT  Thus  endep  pe  Prologe  of  pe  Bene 
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And  here  bygyime])  pe  Beeues  tale 

At^  Truinpingtoll  not*  fer  fro  Cannterbruge 
Thei  go]>  a  broke  and  oyer  J^af  a  bruge 
Ypon  pe  which^  broke  ^er  stonte  a  melle 
And  Ills  is  yerrey  so^  ^af  I  30U  telle  3924 

A  Millere  was  ]>ere  dwelling*  mony  a  day 
As  ony  Pecok'  he  was  proude  and  gay 
Pipen  he  cou])e  an  fisshen  and  nettes  bete 
And  tome  Coppes  and  wel  wiastel  and  shete  3928 

Ky  by  his  belt*  he  bare  a  longe  panade 
And  of  a  swerd  ful  trenchant  was  fe  blade 
A  loly  popper  here  he  in  his  pouche 
Ther  nas  no  man  for  perile  dursf  hyTTi  tonche  3932 

A  Sheffeld  thwytel  here  he  in  his  hose 
Bonnde  was  his  £Etce  and  camoyse  was  his  nose 
As  pilled  as  an  ape  was  his  senile 

He  was  a  market*  beter  atte  falle  3936 

}esr  nas  no  wight*  ^at  dnrsf  bond  on  hym  legge 
But*  if  he  swore  he  shnld  anofi  abegge 
A  theef  he  was  forso^  of  com  and  mele 
And  J^af  a  sleegtL  and  ysaunt*  forto  stele  3940 

His  name  was  hoten  deyne^ouse  Symkyii) 
A  wif  he  hadde  commen  of  nobel  kyn 
The  person  of  pe  tonne  her  fader  was 
Wi]»  hir  he  jane  ful  mony  a  panne  of  bras  3944 

ffor  ^af  Symkyn  shnld  in  his  blood  allie 
She  was  yfostred  in  a  nonrie 
ffor  Symkyn  wold[e]  no  wif  as  he  seide 
Bnt*  she  were  wel  ynorshed  and  a  mayde  3948 

To  Sanen  his  Astate  of  jemanrie  iieaf  55.  buk] 

And  she  was  pronde  and  peert*  as  is  a  pie 
A  fdl  Teire  sight*  was  if  ypon  hem  twoo/ 
On  holy  daies  byfom  hii'  wold  he  goo/  3952 
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Wip  his  typet^  bounden  aboute  his  hede 

And  she  come  afteie  in  a  gite  of  rede 

And  Symkyn  had[d6]  hosen  of  ]>e  same 

^er  durst  no  wi^t*  clepe  hui'  but*  dame  395& 

Was  noon  so  hardy  pat*  wenf  by  pe  way 

]?af  wip  hii'  dorst*  ones  rage  or  play 

But*  if  he  wold  be'sclayn  of  Symkyn 

Wip  panade  and  wip  knyf  or  boydekyn)  3960 

ffor  lelons  folk  ben  perylons  euermoo 

Algates  pei  wolde  her  wyues  wenden  soo 

And  eke  for  she  was  somdell  smoterlicti 

She  was  as  digne  as  water  in  a  di<^  3964 

Ab  f ul  of  hoker  and  of  bismare 

Hire  pou^te  pat*  a  lady  shuld  hij^  spare 

What*  for  her  kynrede  and  her  nortelrie 

pAV  she  had  lemed  in  pe  Nonerie  3968 

A  donjtere  had[de]  pei  bitwene  hem  twoo 

Of  XX**  jere  wip-onten  ony  moo/ 

Sauyng*  a  childe  pat  was  of  half  ^ere  age 

In  cradel  it*  lay  and  was  a  propre  page  3972 

This  wenche  thik  and  wel  ygrowe  was 

Wip  Camoys  nose  and  eyen  as  grey  as  glas 

Wip  bnttokes  brode  and  brestes  round  and  hie 

But*  ri^t*  faire  was  hui*  heor  I  wil  not*  lye  3976 

IF  The  person  of  pe  toune  for  she  was  so  faire 

In  ptn^oos  was  to  make  hii'  his  aire 

Bop  of  his  Catelt  and  of  his  messuage 

And  straunge  he  made  if  of  hui'  mariage  3980 

His  pwrpoos  was  to  bystowe  hii*  hie 

Into  som  worpi  blood  of  Auncetrie 

ffor  holy  churches  good  most*  be  despended/ 

On  holy  chirche  blood  pat*  is  descended/  3984 

Therfore  he  wold  his  holy  blood  honot^re  (iMf  ss] 

poo  pat*  he  holy  churche  shuld  deroure 

Grete  soken  hap  pis  mellere  out*  of  doute 

Wtt^  whete  and  malt  of  al  pe  londe  aboute  3988 
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And  namely  }er  was  a  giete  colege 

Men  clepen  ye  solere  halle  atte  Canntebzigge 

Ther  was  her  whete  and  eke  her  malt*  ygiounde 

And  on  a  day  if  happed  in  a  stounde  3992 

Sik  lay  pQ  manciple  on  a  maladie 

Mon  wenden  wishly  Jaf  he  8huld[e]  dye 

ffor  whiche  fe  Millere  stale  bo]?  mele  and  com 

An  htrndied  tyme  more  ]>an  byfoifi  8996 

ffor  per  byfome  he  stale  but*  curteisly 

But*  nowe  he  was  a  pee£  outrageously 

ffor  which  ye  wardeyne  chidde  and  made  isxe 

Buf  yetoi  sette  ye  Millere  not*  a  tare  4000 

He  craked  booete  and  swore  it  was  nof  soo/ 

^an  were  pete  yonge  scolers  two 

That*  dwelten  in  ye  haUe  of  whidi  I  seie 

Teestif  yei  were  and  lusty  forto  pleye  4004 

And  only  for  her  merth  and  leyerye 

Vpon  ye  wardeyn  bisily  J>ei  crie 

To  ^eue  hem  leue  buf  a  litel  stounde 

To  goo  to  melle  and  se  her  com  y-grounde  4008 

And  hardely  yei  doisf  lay  her  nekke 

ye  Millere  shuld  not*  stele  hem  half  a  pekke 

Of  com  ne  by  sleighf  ne  by  force  hem  reue 

And  at*  ye  hist*  ye  wardeyn  ^af  hem  leue  4012 

lohfi  highf  yskif  oon  an  Aleyn  hi^t*  |iat  o^i^ 

Of  oon  toune  were  yei  bom  ])at*  hight[e]  strothei' 

ffene  in  ye  norye  I  can  not*  telle  where 

This  Aleyn  make^  redy  al  his  gere  4016 

And  on  an  hors  ye  sak  he  cast*  anon 

ffor^  goy  Aleyn  ye  Clerc*  and  also  lohn 

Wiy  good  swerde  and  bokelei^  by  her  side 

lohn  knewe  ye  way  hym  neded  no  gyde  4020 

And  atte  Mille  ye  Sak  a  doune  he  laith  i\mt  m,  i«oki 

Alayn  spake  first*  alhaille  Symonde  in  tidy 

How  fiure^  ^  fare  doujtere  and  yi  wiff 

Aleyn  welcome  quod  Symkyn  be  my  lift  4024 
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And  lohfi  also  how  nowe  what;'  do  ^e  here 

By  god  quod  lohn  Sjmon&  nede  ha])  no  pere 

Hym  byhoue])  serae  hym  self  ])af  ha^  no  8wa3rn 

Or  ellis  he  is  a  fool  as  clerkes  sayne  4028 

Our  manciple  I  hope  he  wil  be  dede 

Swa  worchen  hym  ay  ]>e  wanges  in  his  hede 

And  perfoTQ  is  I  commen  and  eke  Aleyii 

To  Grynde  our  com  and  cane  hit*  hom^  ageyn  4032 

We  prey  jou  spede  vs  hepen  f  af  je  may 

It;'  shal  be  done  quod  Symkyn  be  my  fay 

What*  wil  30  done  while  ]>af  it*  is  in  hande 

By  Gk)d  ri3f  by  the  hoper  wil  I  stande  4036 

Quod  lohn  and  see  how  gates  ^  com  go]?  Inne 

^it*  sagh  I  neuere  be  my  fadere  kynne 

How  ]yaf  pe  hoper  wagge]>  til  and  fraye 

Aleyn  Answerd  lohan  wiltowe  swaye  4040 

J>an  wil  I  be  bynefe  by  my  croune 

And  se  howe  gate  the  mele  falles  adotm 

Into  pe  trough  ])af  shal  be  my  disport* 

Quod  lohfi  in  faath  I  may  bene  of  ^oui^  sorte  4044 

I  is  as  il  a  Miller  as  is  je 

This  Millere  smyled  of  her  nycete 

And  ]>ou3t<  al  fia  is  dofl  buf  for  a  wile 

pei  wene  ]>at*  no  man  may  hem  bygylo  4048 

But*  by  my  f  riff  3it*  shal  I  blere  her  ye 

for  al  pe  8lei3t*  in  her  philosophie 

The  more  queynte  Clerkes  fat*  f ei  make 

pe  more  wil  I  stele  whan  I  take  4052 

In  stede  of  floure  3it  wil  I  3eue  hem  brenne 

The  grettesf  clerkes  ben  not*  pe  wisest  men 

As  whilom  to  pe  wolf  pus  spake  pe  mare 

Of  alle  her  arte  counte  I  nou3t*  a  tare  4056 

Out*  at*  pe  Dore  he  gop  ful  priuely  cie»f  67j 

Whan  pat*  he  seghe  his  tyme  softely 

He  lokej)  vp  and  doune  til  he  haj>  founde 

The  Clerkes  hors  per  as  he  stode  ybounde  4060 
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Bebinde  fe  mylle  yndere  a  leueselle 
And  to  ]>e  hois  lie  go]?  hym  faire  and  welle 
He  stiepe^  of  ^e  bridel  rijf  anon 

And  whan  ye  hors  is  louse  he  gynnej)  to  gofi  4064 

Toward  pe  fenne  where  wilde  Mares  renne 
And  for^e-wi])  ]>orgh  fUkke  and  porgh  penne 
This  Mellere  go]?  ageyn  no  word  he  seide 
Bnt^  do^  his  note  and  wip  pise  clerkes  pleide  4068 

Til  ]»t?  her  com  was  faire  and  welle  ygrounde 
And  whan  pe  mele  is  sakked  and  ybonnde 
This  lohfi  gop  oute  and  fondo  her  hors  away 
And  gan  to  crie  harowe  and  walowway  4072 

Our  hors  is  lost*  aleyn  for  goddis  banes/ 
Steppe  on  pi  fete  come  of  man  /  al  af  anes 
AUas  OUT  wardeyn  hap  our  palfray  lorn 
This  Aleyn  forgate  bop  mele  and  corn  4076 

Al  was  out*  of  his  mynde  his  husbondrie 
Whaf  whilk»  way  is  he  gofi  he  gan  to  crie 
pe  wif  come  lepinge  inward  at  a  renne 
She  seide  alas  30ure  hors  gop  to  pe  fenne  4080 

With  wild6  mares  as  fast*  as  he  may  goo 
Ynponke  come  on  his  honde  paf  bonde  hym  soo/ 
And  he  paf  better  shuld  haue  knette  pe  reyn 
Alias  quod  lohfi  Aleyn  for  cristes  peyn  4084 

Lay  doune  pi  swerde  and  I  wil  myn  alswaa 
I  is  fol  swift  god  wate  as  is  a  Baa 
By  goddes  hert*  he  shal  nof  scape  vs  bathe 
Whi  ne  had  pou  putte  pe  Capel  in  pe  lathe  4088 

nhaile  by  god  Aleyn  pou  is  a  fonne 
Thise  sely  clerkes  ban  fol  fast*  yronne 
Touard  pe  fenne  bopen  aleyii  an  eke  lohil 
And  whan  pe  Millei^  segh  pat*  pei  were  goii  4092 

He  half  a  busshel  of  her  floure  hap  take  Qoaf  57.  back] 

And  bad  his  wif  go  knede  it*  in  a  cake 
And  seide  I  trowe  pe  clerkes  weren  Srferde 
31^  kan  a  Miller  make  a  clerkes  beerde  4096 
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for  al  her  arte  3it*  laf  hern  goli  her  way 

Lo  wher  yei  gon  )e  laf  ]>e  children  play 

They  gete  him  not*  so  lightly  hy  my  croun 

Thise  sely  clerkes  rennen  vp  and  doun  4100 

With  kepe.  kepe.  stonde.  stonde.  lossa  warderere 

Ga  qwistel  30U  I  shal  kepe  hym  here 

Buf  shortely  til  it*  was  verrey  nyjt 

fei  cou])e  not*  ^oughe  ^ei  did  al  her  my3f  4104 

^eire  Capel  cauche  he  ranne  alway  so  fSasf 

Til  in  a  dicche  ]>ei  caught*  him  at  ^e  last* 

"Wery  and  wete  as  beestis  in  J>e  reyne 

Commep  sely  lohfi  and  wi])  hym  commef  aleyii  4108 

Alias  quod  lohil  pe  day  ])af  I  was  borii 

Kowe  are  we  dryuen  til  hej>ing*  and  to  scoifi 

Our  com  is  stolle  men  wil  vs  foles  calle 

Bo]>  pe  wardeyn  and  our  felawes  alle  4112 

And  namely  J>e  Meller*  weylawaye 

Jus  pleynej)  lohfi  as  he  go]>  by  fe  waye 

Toward  the  Melle  and  b«ia»)  in  his  honde 

The  Millere  sitting*  by  pQ  fire  he  fonde  4116 

ffor  it*  was  nyght*  and  ferper  myght*  he  noujt^ 

Buf  for  f  e  loue  of  god  f  ei  hywi  bisoujt* 

Of  harborowe  and  of  ease  as  for  her  penye 

pe  Millere  seide  a^ein  if  ]?er  be  enye  4120 

Such  as  it*  is  3ete  shal  je  haue  ^oure  parte 

7if yn  hous  is  streite  but*  ^e  han  lemed  arte 

3e  can  by  aigumente  make  a  place 

A  myle  brode  of  zx^  fete  of  space  4124 

Lat*  se  nowe  if  pia  place  may  suffise 

Or  make  it  rowmer  wi])  speche  as  is  ^our  gise 

Now  SymoncJ  seide  Jis  lohfi  be  seynt*  Gutbercl 

Ay  is  ]k)u  meiy .  and  Jat  is  faire  answerde  4128 

I  haue  herde  seye  men  shal  taken  of  two  pmggoa       near  bs] 

Such  as  he  fint*  or  take  such  as  he  bringes 

But  specialy  I  prey  pee  boosts  dere 

Gete  vs  some  mete  and  drink  and  make  vs  chere  4132 
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Anl  we  wil  peden  trewly  atte  flille 

Wi])  empty  hondes  men  may  nof  haukes  tulle 

Lo  here  our  siluer  redy  forto  spende 

This  Mellere  to  ]»e  toune  his  doubter  sende  4136 

ffor  Ale  and  brede  and  rested  hem  a  goos 

And  bonds  her  hors  for  he  shuld  no  more  go  loos 

And  in  his  owne  chambre  he  made  a  bedde 

Wi]>  shetes  and  wip  chalons  fairs  yspredde  4140 

Noi^t*  from  his  owns  bedde  .x.  fete  or  xij. 

His  doughter  had  a  bed  al  by  hii'  selue 

Rijt  in  ]>e  same  chambre  by  and  by 

It  myghts  be  no  bette  and  cause  why  4144 

yes  was  no  rommer  herborowe  in  ^e  place 

y&,  soupen  and  y&i  speken  hem  to  solace 

And  diynken  euere  strongs  ale  atte  bests 

Aboat*  mydny3t*  wenf  ^i  to  rests  4148 

TVel  ha]?  ]>is  Mellere  yemyssed  his  hede 

fful  pale  he  was  for-dronken  and  not*  rede 

He  3eske]>  and  he  speke]>  ^rgh  ]>e  nose 

As  he  ware  in  ]»e  quakke  or  on  Jye  pose  4152 

To  bedde  he  goo]>  and  wi]>  hym  go]>  his  wif 

As  eny  laye  he  light*  was  and  lolif 

So  was  her  loly  whistel  wel  y  wette 

))e  Cradel  af  her  beddis  fete  is  ysette  4156 

To  Bokken  and  to  ^ene  ]>e  child  to  souke 

And  whan  ]>af  dronken  was  al  in  ]>e  crouke 

To  bedde  wenf  ]>e  doughter  rijt*  anon 

To  bedde  go^  Aleyn  and  also  lohn  4160 

yet  nas  no  more  hem  neded  no  dwale 

This  Mellere  ha]>  so  wisly  bebbed  ale 

]»af  as  an  hors  he  snorts^  in  his  slspe 

Ne  of  his  tale  behynde  he  toke  no  kepe  4164 

His  wif  bare  him  a  Burdofi  a  fill  strongs  [iMf  ss,  iMck] 

Msn  myghf  here  ]»e  routing*  ^ens  a  forlongs 

Ths  wenche  route]»  eek  par  companye 

Aleyn  ye  Clerk  ]>at*  herd  pis  melodye  4168 
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He  pouked  on  lohil  and  seide  slepestowe 

Herde  ^ou  enere  sclike  a  sang<  or  nowe 

Lo  sclike  a  conplinge  is  ytwix  hem  alle 

A  wilde  fire  on  her  bodies  falle  4172 

Who  herkened  euere  sclike  a  ferly  pinge 

Je  ]>ei  shal  haue  pe  floure  of  euel  endinge 

This  lange  ny3t*  fer  tydes  men  no  reste 

But^  ^if  na  fors  al  shal  be  for  pe  beste  4176 

fibr  lohii  seide  he  as  euere  mote  I  ])riye 

If  J>af  I  may  ^on  wenche  J>an  wil  I  swyve 

Some  esemenf  ha))  lawe  shapen  vs 

fibr  lohn  ^r  is  a  lawe  ])at*  sei))  pus  4180 

That*  if  a  man  in  oon  poinf  be  agreued 

That*  in  ano])er  he  shal  be  releued 

Our  corn  is  stollen  soply  if  is  no  nay 

And  we  han  had  an  euel  fit  to  day  4184 

And  syn  I  shal  haue  no  amendemenf^ 

Ageyn  my  losse  I  wil  haue  esemenf 

By  goddes  saule  it*  sal  na  no]yer  be 

piB  lohfi  answerde  Aleyn  avise  ]>e  4188 

The  Mellere  is  a  perilous  man  he  seide 

And  if  ]?af  he  out*  of  his  sclepe  abreide 

He  myght<5  don  vs  hop  a  vylenye 

Aleyn  answerd  I  counte  hym  not*  a  flye  4192 

And  vp  he  rist*  and  by  pe  wenche  he  crepte 

This  wenche  lay  vpri^t*  and  faste  sclepte 

Til  he  so  nygh  was  er  she  my^te  spie 

paf  it*  had  bene  to  late  forto  crie  4196 

And  shortely  for  to  seie  pel  were  at*  ofi 

Nowe  pleye  Alayn  for  I  wil  speke  of  lohn 

This  lohfi  lil^  stille  a  forlonge  way  or  two 

And  to  hym  self  he  make])  wamentiog*  and  woo  4200 

Alias  quod  he  ])is  is  a  wikke  lape  [leaf  w] 

Kow  may  I  seie  ])at*  I  is  but*  an  ape 

3it*  ha])  my  felawe  somwhat*  for  his  harme 

He  ha])  ])e  mellers  dou3ter  in  his  arme  4204 
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He  Anntre^  bym  and  ha))  his  nedes  spedde 
And  1 17  as  a  dmf  sak  in  my  bedde 
And  whan  pia  lape  is  tolde  anoper  day 
I  ahal  be  holde  a  daff  a  cokenay  4208 

I  wil  arise  and  aunter  be  my  fath 
Tnhardy  is  vnsely  ]>iis  men  saXH 
And  Vp  he  roos  and  softely  he  went* 
Tnto  fe  Ciadel  and  in  his  arme  hit^  henf  4212 

And  bare  if  soff  vntil  his  beddes  fete 
Sone  aftere  fe  wlf  her  rowting<  lete 
Ajid  gan  to  wake  and  went*  her  onf  to  pisse 
And  come  agein  and  gan  her  cradel  mysse  4216 

And  groped  here  and  ^ere  but*  she  foonc)  noon/ 
Alias  qnod  she  I  had  almost*  mysgoii 
I  had  almost*  go  to  ^  clerkes  bedde 
£y  ben^cite  ^an  had  I  foule  yspedde  4220 

And  for])  she  go]>  til  she  ye  cradel  foude 
She  grope])  alway  forf^er  wi])  her  honde 
And  fond  fe  bed  and  ])0U3t*  noi:^t*  but*  of  good 
By  cause  faif  }e  cradel  by  ifc*  stode  4224 

And  nyst6  wher  she  was  for  it*  was  derk 
But  faire  and  wel  she  crepte  in  to  ])e  clerk* 
And  lith  ful  stiUe  and  wolde  haue  kaujt*  a  slepe 
Wijhln  a  while  ]>is  lohfl  Je  clerk*  vp  lepe  4228 

And  on  ]ns  good[e]  wif  bee  lei]>  ful  sore 
So  meiy  a  fitte  ne  had  she  not*  ful  jore 
And  prike^  haide  and  depe  as  he  ware*  madde  [i  pmsj 

))is  loly  lif*  ban  fiae  two  clerkes  ladde  4232 

To  ))at*  ye  iijj.  coke  bygan  to  singe 
Aleyn  weze  wery.  in  ]>e  daw[e3nynge 
ffor  he  had  swonken  al  ye  longe  ny3t* 
And  seide  fare  wel  malyn)  sweete  wi^t*  4236 

The  day  is  come  I  may  no  lenger  byde  [leaf  69,  back] 

But*  euermo  where  so  I  go  or  ride 
I  am  ^ine  owne  clerk  so  haue  I  sele 
Now  dere  lemman  quod  she  go  fare  wele  4240 
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But*  er  ])ou  goo.  on  Jdnge  I  wil  ^e  teUe 

Whhan  J>at*  fow  wendesf  homwani  by  y  melle 

Eight*  af  ^e  entre  of  fe  door  be-hinde 

Thow  Shalt*  a  Cake  of  half  a  busshel  fynde  4244 

That*  was  ymaked  of  J^ine  owne  mele 

Whicfi  fat*  I  helpe  my  Sir<3  forto  stele 

And  good  lemman  god  fe  saue  and  kepe 

And  wl])  fat*  woid  almost*  she  gan  to  wepe  4248 

Aleyn  vprist*  and  f ou^t*  er  fat*  if  dawe 

I  wol  go  ciepen  in  by  my  felawe 

And  fonde  fe  cradel  wif  his  honde  anofi 

By  god  fought*  he  alwrong  /  I  haue  my^ft  4252 

Myn  hede  is  toty  of  my  swynk  to  nyght 

p&V  makef  me  fat*  I  go  not*  aright* 

I  wote  wele  by  f  e  cradel  I  haue  mysgo 

Heie  lit&  f  e  mellei'  and  his  wif  also  4256 

And  forf  he  gof  on  twenty  delway 

Vnto  f e  bedde  f er  as  fe  meller*  lay 

He  wende  haue  cropen  by  his  felawe  lohn 

And  by  f  e  Mellei'  in  he  crept*  anofi  4260 

And  kaught*  him  by  f  e  nek  and  soft  he  spake 

And  seide  f  ou  lohn  f  ou  swyneshede  awake 

Of  Cristes  saule  and  here  a  noble  game 

ffor  by  fat*  lor<l  fat*  called  is  seint*  lame  4264 

As  I  haue  fries  in  f is  shorte  ny^t* 

Swyired  f  e  Mellers  doujtei'  bolt*  vprijt 

Whilst*  f  ow  hast*  as  a  Cowarc}  befi  agast* 

Te  fals  harlot*  quod  fe  Mellerd  hast*  4268 

A  fals  traitour.  fals  clerk  quod  he 

]?ow  shalf  be  dede  by  goddes  dignyte 

Who  durste  be  so  bolde  to  disparage 

My  doujter  fat*  is  come  of  swich  lynage  4272 

And  by  fe  frote  bolle  he  kaujt*  aleyfi  o«af  ao] 

And  he  him  hent*  dispitously  ageyn 

And  on  f  e  nose  he  smote  hym  with  his  fist» 

Doune  ranne  fe  blody  stremo  vpon  his  brist*  4276 
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And  in  fe  floor  wip  nose  and  mou^  to-broke 

^i  walowen  as  don  two  pigges  in  a  poke 

And  vp  pei  goon  and  doune  anofk 

Till  ^af  fe  Melleie  spumed  at  a  stofi  4280 

And  downe  he  felle  bakward  vpon  his  wiff 

fA\f  wisf  no  pmge  of  fia  nyce  stiiff 

ffor  she  was  fiedle  a  slope  a  litel  wi^f 

Wi]»  lohfi  ]7e  clerk  ]>at<  waked  had  al  ny^f  4284 

And  wi^  ]>e  &lle  oat*  of  her  slepe  she  braide 

Help  holy  crosse  of  bromholm  she  saide 

In  manos  toas  lorde  to  yel  calle 

Awake  SymoncI  J^e  feend  is  on  me  falle  4288 

Myn  herf  is  broken  help  I  ne  am  buf  dede 

fere  litfi  ypon  my  wombe  and  on  myn  hede 

Helpe  Symkyn  for  ^ise  fiEils  clerkes  fi3f 

This  lohfk  sterf  vp  as  fasf  as  en^re  he  my3t*  4292 

And  grasped  by  ^  walles  to  and  fro 

To  fynden  a  staf  and  she  stert*  yp  also 

And  knewe  fe  Sisters  bef  ^an  did  lolSn 

And  by  ]>e  walle  she  fonde  a  staf  an5n  4296 

And  segh  a  litel  shymering*  of  a  l^t* 

ffor  at*  an  hole  in  shone  ^e  mone  bri^f 

And  by  y&V  U^if  she  segh  hem  bo))[e]  two 

Bal^  sikerly  she  nysta  who  was  who  4300 

But^  as  she  seegh  a  white  ^inge  in  her  eye 

And  whan  she  gan  pis  white  ping^  aspie 

She  wende  J^e  Clerk  had  wered  a  volipere 

And  wi])  pe  staf*  she  drough  ay  ner  and  nere  4304 

And  wende  han  hitte  pia  Aleyn  atte  fuUe 

And  smote  pQ  Mylere  on  pe  pyled  skulle 

)>at*  doun  he  goth  and  cried  harowe  1  dye 

Thise  Clerkes  bette  hym  wel  and  lete  hym  lye  4308 

And  Greiep  hem  and  toke  her  hors  anofl  n««fGo.back] 

And  eke  her/  mele  and  on  her  way  pei  gon 

And  at*  the  Melle  jif  |^  toke  her  Cake 

Of  half  a  bnsshel  floxue  fol  wel  ybake  431 2 
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Thus  is  ye  proude  Mellere  wel  ybete 

And  hath  ylosf  ^e  grynding*  of  pe  whete 

And  paide  for  pQ  soper  eo^ry  delt 

Of  aleyn  and  of  lohfl  J)at*  bette  hyw  well:  431 G 

His  wiff  is  swyued  and  his  dou3tere  als 

Lo  such  if  is  a  Millei*  to  be  fals 

And  perfor  pis  piouerbe  is  seide  fal  sotfi 

Ilym  ther  not*  wene  wele  pat*  euel  dotfi  4320 

A  Gilour  shal  hym  self  begiled  be 

And  god  pat*  sittep  hegti  in  mageste 

Saue  al  pe  company  grete  and  smale 

Thus  haue  I  quytte  pe  Mellei'  in  my  tale  4324 

IT  Thns  Endeih  pe  Benee  Tale 

[No  break  in  the  MS,] 
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And  here  bygynne))  ^  Cokes  tale 

fllhe  Coke  of  londofl  while  fe  Bene  spak  v  The  Prolog* 

-^  ffoT  loye  him  pox^V  he  clawed  hym  on  fe  bak< 

Ha.  ha.  quod  he  for  cristes  passion 

This  Millere  ha])  a  sharpe  concluBioil  4328 

Vpon  his  aigument*  of  harbigage 

Wei  seide  Salomon  in  his  langage 

Ko  bringe  not*  eueiy  man  into  ])ine  hous 

ffor  herbowiinge  by  nyghf  is  perilous  4332 

Wei  onjf  a  man  ayised  forto  be 

Whoom  y&if  he  bron^f  into  his  piyvete 

I  prey  to  god  so  jeue  me  sorowe  and  care 

If  euer  sij^en  I  highf  hogge  of  ware  4336 

Herd  I  Meller  better  ysette  a  werke 

He  had  a  lape  of  malice  in  ]^  derke 

And  ^rfor  if  je  vouche  sauf  to  here  4340 

Bnf  god  forbede  ^af  we  stynf  heere  4339 

A  tale  of  me  y&V  am  a  poor  man 

I  wil  jon  telle  as  wel  as  euer  I  can 

A  litel  Tape  y&V  felle  in  our  Cite  [leaf  ei] 

Out  hooste  answerd  and  seide  I  graunte  if  pQ  4344 

Now  telle  on  Roggar  and  loke  ])af  if  be  good 

ffor  mony  a  paast  hasf  ])ou  laten  blood 

And  mony  a  lak  of  Dpner  hasf  ])ou  sold 

)»af  h&p  be  twies  hoote  and  twies  cold  4348 

Of  mony  a  pilgryme  basf  p<m  crzstes  curs 

ffor  of  pi  Persely  jif  fare  pei  pe  wots 

^f  ^i  han  eten  wi])  ])i  stobel  goos 

ffor  in  )yi  shoppe  is  mony  a  flee  loos  4352 

Now  telle  on  gentU  Kogger  by  ])i  name 

Buf  ^if  I  prei  pe  be  nof  wrop  for  game 

A  man  may  say  ful  so])  in  game  and  play 

J)ow  seist  ful  sop  quod  Kogger  be  my  fay  4356 
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But*  so])  play  quade  play  as  fe  flemmyngf  sai^ 

And  Jerfore  heniy  balyf  by  Ji  feij) 

Be  f  ow  not*  wroj)  er  we  departen  here 

f  oughe  Jat*  my  tale  be  of  an  ostylere  4360 

But<  na^lees  I  wil  not*  tellen  if  ^if 

Buf  er  we  part*  I-wis  pou  slialf  be  quyf 

And  ferwip  al  [he]  lough  and  made  chere 

And  saide  his  tale  as  ^e  shal  after  here  4364 

pun  ende])  \>e  prologe  of  fe  eokes  tale 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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And  hare  bygynne^  >6  Cokee  tale  TiiMOakMTau 

AFrentis  whilom  dwelled  in  oiu^  Cite 
And  of  a  craft*  of  vitalers  was  he 
GailarJ  he  was  as  gold-fynch  in  pe  shawe 
Bronn  as  ^  beiy.  a  propre  short  felawe  4368 

Wi)»  lockes  blake  ykempf  ful  fetisly 
Dannce  he  cou^  so  wel  and  lolily 
pBkV  he  was  cleped  Perkyn  leyeilotu^ 
He  was  as  fal  of  lone  and  paramour  4372 

As  is  ^e  hyre  ftd  of  hony  swete 
Wel  was  fe  wenche  wi|)  him  my^f  mete 
And  enery  Biidale  wold  he  sing^  and  hoppe 
He  loned  bette  pe  Tanem  pan  pe  shoppe  4376 

ffor  whan  ^r  eny  ridynge  was  in  chepe  Umt  <n,  bsek] 

Oui^  of  pe  Shoppe  |)idere  wold  he  lepe 
TU  ^ti  he  had  al  ])e  8i}f  yseyfi 

And  daimsed  wel  wold  he  not*  come  ageyn  4380 

And  gadei'  hym  a  mayne  of  his  sorf 
To  hoppe  and  synge  and  make  such  disport* 
And  ^er  ^i  setten  steuen  forto  mete 
To  pleyn  at*  ^  dis  in  such  a  strete  4384 

ffor  in  pe  toune  nas  ^er  no  prentys 
paif  fairrer  cou])e  cast*  a  peire  of  dys 
^an  perkyn  cou^  and  ^rto  he  was  free 
Of  his  dispence  in  place  of  piyvete  4388 

Thai^  fonde  his  maister  wel  in  his  chaffara 
ffor  off  tymes  he  fonde  his  boxe  fal  hare 
ffor  sikerly  a  prentise  Reveiloui^ 

)>af  haunte])  dis  ryot*  and  paramour'  4  392 

His  maistei'  shulde  in  his  shop  abye 
Al  haue  he  not*  part*  of  pe  mynstralcie 
ffor  ^ft  and  riot*  )»ei  ben  conuertible 
Al  conne  ho  pley  on  gitem  or  rubible  4396 
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Eeuel  and  tiou]>e  as  in  a  lougtL  degre 
pei  ben  ful  wio])  aldaj  as  men  may  see 
piB  lolj  Prentis  wif  his  maistar  bode 
Til  he  were  nygli  out*  of  his  prentisehode  4400 

Al  were  he  snybbed  orly  or  late 
And  somtyme  ladde  vnp  revel  to  Newgate 
Baf  atte  last*  his  maistar  hym  by])0U3te 
Ypon  a  day  whan  he  his  paper  sou3te  4404 

Of  a  prouer()  ^at*  sei]>  pia  same  word 
Wei  bette  is  roten  appel  out*  of  horde 
^an  Jyat*  it  rote  al  pe  remenaunte 

So  fare^  it*  by  a  ryotous  samaunte  4408 

It  is  moche  lasse  harme  to  laf  hym  passe 
]yan  he  sheed  alle  pe  seroauntes  in  pe  place 
Therf or  his  maister  ^aue  hym  a  quytat^nce 
And  bad  hym  goo  wi|>  sorowe  and  meschaunce  4412 

And  pMB  pia  prentise  had  his  leue .  (iMf  as) 

Now  laf  him  riof  al  pe  nyjf  or  leue 
And  for  |)er  is  no  )»eef  wi]K)uf  a  louke 
])at<  helpejy  hym  to  waasten  or  to  souke  4416 

Of  ^af  he  bribe  can  or  borowe  may 
Anon  he  senf  his  bedde  and  his  aray 
Vnto  a  conper  of  his  owne  serf 

J>af  loued  dys  [and]  reuel  and  disport*  4420 

And  had  a  wif  Jyaf  helde  for  coontenaunce 
A  Shop  and  swyned  for  her  sustenawnce 
[No  break  in  the  M8.] 
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APPENDIX  TO  GROUP  A. 


[THE  SPURIOUS  TALE  OF  GAMELYN.] 

t 

[Spurious  Link,'] 

Baif  heie-of  I  wil  pas  as  nowe 

And  of  yonge  Gamelyn  I  wil  telle  30U.  2 

[Tale.] 

LifeB  and  listne^  and  harkne])  ariijt  T ^n^^ ^^'^ 

And  3e  shnl  here  of  a  doughty  knyjf 
Sif  lohfi  of  boundes  was  his  name 

He  conde  of  Nortme  and  of  mochel  game  4 

Thie  sones  ]^  knyghf  had  and  wip  his  hody  he  wan 
The  eldest*  was  a  moche  schiewe  and  sonebygan 
His  bie^r  loued  wel  her  fiadei'  and  of  him  were  agast 
pe  eldest*  desemed  his  fadeis  curs  and  had  it  atte  last*      8 
pe  good  knyghf  his  fEulere  lyued  so  yore 
)>af  de])  was  common  to  hym  .  and  handled  hym  ful  sore 
))e  Good  knyghf  cared  sore «  sik  per  he  lay 
How  his  children  shuld  lyuen  after  his  day  12 

He  had  ben  wide  where .  buf  non  husbonde  he  was 
Al  pe  londe  ^af  he  had  if  was  purchas/ 
fGftyn  he  wold  if  were  dressed  among*  hem  alk 
Thaf  eche  of  hem  had  his  parte  as  it  myjf  falle  16 

Jkk)  sente  he  in  to  contrey  after  wise  kny3tes 
To  helpen  delen  his  londes  5  and  dressen  hem  to  ri^tes 
He  senf  hem  word  by  letters!  ])ei  shnl  hie  blyve 
Yf  )^  wolk*  speke  wi)y  hym  1  wMlsf  he  was  a  lyve        20 
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Whan  pe  kii73te6  harden  sik  |)af  he  lay 

Had  ])ei  no  lesf  neijyei' :  ny^t*  ne  day 

Til  ])ei  come  to  hym  5  per  he  lay  stille 

On  his  depea  bedde/  to  ahide  goddys  wille  24 

Than  seide  pe  good  knyght*  seke  ^er  he  lay  OMfat^baek) 

Lordes  I  30U  wame  for  so^  wi^uf  nay 

I  may  no  lenger  lyuen  here  in  j^is  stounde 

ffor  )K)rgh  goddis  wille  5  de|)  droue])  me  to  grounde  28 

^er  nas  noon  of  hem  alle  i  Jiaf  herd  hym  ari^t* 

pa,i^  ]>ei  ne  had  routh  f  of  |)af  ilke  knyjf 

And  seide  sii^  for  goddes  loue  5  dismay  30U  nou^t* 

Grod  may  dofl  boote  of  bale  f  pat  is  now  ywrou3f  32 

^an  speke  pe  good  kny^t*  f  silC  per  he  lay 

Boote  of  bale  god  may  sende '  I  wote  if  is  no  nay 

But*  I  bisecche  30*  kny3tes  for  pe  lone  of  me 

Go])  and  dressefy  my  londes  f  among^  my  sones  pfse  36 

And  for  pe  lone  of  god  dele))  not*  amys 

And  forgetep  nof  Gamelyne  f  my  jong*  soAne  pat  is/ 

Take])  hede  to  ])af  oon  as  wel  as  to  pat  opere 

Seelde  3e  seen  eny  hier .  helpen  his  hiopere  40 

])oo  lete  ^ei  pe  knyght*  lyen  i  ))at*  was  not*  in  hele 

And  wenten  into  counsel!:  his  londes  forto  dele 

Forto  delen  hem  alle  to  ofif  ])af  was  her  ])0U3t* 

And  for  Gamelyfi  was  3onge8t*  he  shnld  haue  nou3t*        44 

Alt  pe  londe  pa.V  pev  was  f  ])ei  dalten  if  in  two 

And  lete  Gamelyne  pe  3onge  f  wttAonf  londe  goo 

And  eche  of  hem  seide  to  other  ful  londe 

His  bre|)eren  my3f  jeue  him  londe  whan  he  good  cowde  4d 

And  whan  ])ei  had  deled  pe  londe  af  her  wille 

)7ei  oommen  to  pe  knyghf .  ^er  he  lay  stille 

And  tolde  him  anoon  f  how  J)ei  had  wroujf 

And  pe  knygkf  ])ere  he  laye  liked  if  ri3t  nou3f  52 

IF  Than  seide  pe  knj^V  i  be  seinf  Martyne 

For  al  ])af  3e  han  donef  3it  is  the  londe  myne 

ffor  goddis  loue  neighbours .  stondej)  alle  stille 

And  I  wil  delen  my  londe  1  after  myn  owne  wille  5G 

FETWOETH   130 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


APPENDIX  TO  OBOUP  A.    OAMBLYN.    PotWOTth  MS. 

lobfl  myne  eldest*  sone  f  shal  haue  plowes  fyve 

]>at*  was  my  faders  heritage  f  whan  he  was  alyve 

And  my  myddelesf  sone  .y.  plowes  of  londe 

j>af  I  haipe  foito  gete  with  my  ri3f  honde  60 

And  al  myfl  ofere  pznxshace  of  londes  and  ledes  Clear es] 

]7af  I  biqnepe  Gamelyfi .  and  al  my  good  stedes 

And  I  biseche  30U  good  men  |)at*  lawe  conne  of  londe 

For  Gamelynes  loue  f  J^af  my  quest*  stonde  64 

Thus  dalt»  f  e  kny^f .  his  londe  by  his  day 

Ei^f  on  his  de^  bed  sik  ^r  he  lay    . 

And  sone  afterward  he  lay  stoon  stille 

And  deide  whan  tyme  comef  as  if  was  cnstes  will^         68 

Anoon  as  he  was  dede  and  vnder  gras  graue 

Sone  |)*  elder  bro]>er  f  giled  fe  3onge  knaue 

He  toke  into  his  honde  his  londe  and  his  lede 

And  Gramelyne  him  seluen  to  do^  and  to  fede  73 

He  cloj^ed  him  and  fedde  him/  euett  and  eke  wiothe 

And  lete  his  londes  forfare  f  and  his  houses  bo^e 

His  Parkes  and  his  wodes  f  and  did  no  ping*  welle 

And  si^n  he  if  abou^f  on  his  owne  felle  76 

So  longe  was  Gramelyne  in  his  broj^ers  halle 

ffor  ye  strengesf  of  good  will:  pei  douted  hym  alle 

pesr  was  noon  ^er-Inne  neij^er  ^onge  ne  olde 

)>af  wold  wrethe  GamelytL  were  he  neuer  so  bolde  80 

Gramelyne  stood  on  a  day  f  in  his  bro|)eres  jerde 

And  byganne  wip  his  bond/  to  handel  his  berde 

He  ]K)U3f  on  his  landes  ^t  lay  vnsowe 

And  his  fare  okes  paif  doune  were  ydrawe  84 

His  Parkes  were  broken/  and  his  deer  reued 

Of  alle  his  good  stedes/  noon  was  hym  byleued 

His  hous  were  ynhilled/  and  ful  euett  di^f 

Tho  ^ou^f  Gamelyne/  if  wenf  nof  arijf  88 

IT  Afterwan)  come  his  broJ>er  walking*  |Nire 

And  seide  to  GramelyA.  is  our  mete  jare 

Tho  wiathed  him  Gramelyfl/  and  swore  by  goddys  boke 

)^w  shalf  go  bake  ])i  self/  I  wil  nof  be  ))i  coke  92 
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What*  brof  er  Gamel3me  howe  anflwerst  poM  nowe 

|)0u  spekesf  neuere  8uc&  a  wore)  as  povL  dost  nowe 

B J  ieipe  seide  Gamelytl  i  now  me  ])enke)y  nede 

Of  al  ))e  harmes  ]>af  I  haue  f  I  toke  neuere  ^if  hede .       96 

My  parkes  bene  broken  f  and  my  dere  reued         [leaf  es,  back] 

Of  myn  armes  ne  my  stedes  f  nou^f  is  byleued 

All:  J^af  my  fadei'  me  byquape  f  al  gqp  to  shame 

And  ])eifor  haue  |>ou  goddes  curs  f  bro))<;re  be  pi  name    100 

pan  spake  his  broker  pat*  lupe  was  and  rees 

Stond  stille  Gadlynge  and  holde  pi  pees 

Thou  shalf  be  fayn  to  haue  f  pi  mete  and  pi  wede 

What*  spekest*  pow  gadeling*.  of  londe  or  of  lede  104 

Than  seide  Gamelyfi  i  pe  child  so  3ing« 

Cristas  curs  mote  he  haue  f  pat*  me  clepeth  Gadelinge 

I  am  no  wors  Gadeling*  f  ne  no  wors  wi^t* 

But*  bom  of  a  lady  and  gete  of  a  kny^t*  108 

Ne  dorst*  he  not*  to  Gamelyn  neuere  a  foot*  goo 

But*  cleped  to  hym  his  men  f  and  seide  to  hem  poo/ 

Gop  and  betep  pis  boye  and  reuep  hym  his  witte 

And  lat*  him  leme  anoper  tyme  f  to  answer*  me  bette     112 

Than  seide  pe  Child  ^onge  Gamelyfi 

Cristes  curs  mote  pou  haue  '  broper  art  pou  myn 

And  if  I  shal  algates  be  beten  anon 

Cristes  curs  mote  pou  haue  f  but  pou  be  pat*  on  116 

And  anon  his  broper  in  pat*  grete  hete 

Made  his  men  to  fette  staues  Gamelyn  to  bete 

Whan  euery  of  hem  had  a  staf  ynommen 

Gamelyn  was  werre .  whan  he  segh  hem  commen  120 

Whan  Gamelyne  segh  hem  commen.  he  loked  ouer  alt 

And  was  ware  of  a  pestel  f  stode  vnder  pe  wall 

Gamelyn  was  li^f  and  pider*  gan  he  lepe 

And  droof  alle  his  .broperes  men  ri^t*  sone  on  an  hope    124 

And  loked  as  a  wilde  lyon.  and  leide  on  good  wone 

And  whan  his  broper  segh  pat*  I  he  bygawne  to  gofl 

He  fley  vp  into  a  loft*  f  and  shette  pe  door  fast* 

pus  Gamelyn  wip  his  pestel.  made  hem  al  Srgast*  128 
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Some  for  Gamelyns  lone,  and  some  for  eye 

Alle  ^i  droaghen  hem  to  halues  whan  he  gun  to  pleyc 

IT  What*  nowe  seide  Gamelyfi  f  euel  mote  ^e  the 

Wil  )e  bygynne  contecte  f  and  so  sone  flee  132 

(iftmelyn  soujt*  his  brojjer  f  whidei*  he  was  flowe         [leaf  04] 

And  seghe  where  he  loked  onf  a  wyndowe 

Bro^re  seide  Gamelyfi.  come  a  litel  nere 

And  I  wil  teche  fe  a  play  at  fe  bokelere  136 

His  hiofere  him  ansuerde.  and  seide  by  seint*  Richere 

^  while  ]yat*  pestel  is  in  |>ine  honde .  I  wil  come  no  nere 

]$ro]>er  I  wil  make  ])i  pees  f  I  swer  by  cWstes  oore 

<3asf  away  pe  pestel.  and  wre^  pe  no  more  140 

1  most*  nede  seide  Gamelyn  wrejy  me  at*  onys 

IFor  yon  wold  make  pi  men.  to  breke  my  bonys 

Ne  had  I  hadde  mayfi  and  myjf  in  myn  armes 

To  han  hem  fro  me .  fei  wold  haue  dofi  me  harmes        144 

(}amelyn  seide  his  bro|>er  be  ]>oa  not*  wroth 

Forto  sene  ])e  han  harme.  me  were  ri3t*  loth 

I  ne  did  it^  not*  brojyer  but*  for  a  fondinge 

ITor  to  loken  wher  pon  art*  stronge  and  art*  so  ^enge        148 

Come  a  doune  ])an  to  me  and  graunt*  me  my  bon^ 

Of  oon  ^ing*  I  wil  pe  axe  and  we  shal  saujf  sone 

Donne  psn  come  his  bro)»er  |>at*  fikel  was  and  felle 

And  was  swi)>  sore  arfeerd  of  pe  pestella  152 

He  seide  brof^er  Gamelyn  axe  me  ])i  bone 

And  loke  ^u  me  blame  but*  I  if  graunte  sone 

)>an  seide  Gamelyn  bro))er  I-wys 

And  we  shul  be  at*  ofi.  po\x  most  graz/nte  me  this  156 

All:  ])af  my  fader  me  by-quaj).  whilst*  he  was  alyue 

povr  most*  do  me  it*  haue.  if  we  shul  not*  strive 

|)at*  shalt*  ]k)u  hane  Gamelyn  I  swere  bi  crtstes  oore. 

Al  ^f  ^i  fadere  pe  hj-qu&pe.  pough.  pon  wold  haue  more 

Thy  londe  ])at*  lith  ley.  wel  it*  shal  be  sawe  161 

And  ^ine  houses  reised  yp  ^at*  bene  leide  ful  lawe 

Thus  seide  pe  knyght .  to  gamelyn  wi])  mou|)e 

And  ^U3t  on  falsnes  as  he  wel  couj^e  164 
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|)e  kny^f  ])0U3f  on  tresofi.  and  gamelyn  anofi 

And  wente  and  kissed  his  hro^er  and  whan  ])ei  were  at  ofi 

Alas  yonge  Gamelyn  no  J)ing'  he  ne  wist 

Wi])  su(^  fjEds  tresofi .  his  bio^r  him  kisf  168 

Ly])eneth  and  listene])  and  holde])  ^our  tonge       neaf  64,  tack] 

And  36  shul  here  talking*  of  Gamelyn  )ye  3onge 

IT  Ther  was  ]>ere  bisiden  cride  a  wrastelinge 

And  ])erfore  ])er  was  sette  a  ramme  and  a  ringe  1 72 

And  Gramelyn  was  in  wille  to  wende  ^erixyj 

fforto  preuen  his  myjt*  what*  he  coude  doo 

Bro])ere  seide  Gamelyn  by  seinf  Eichere 

^ow  most*  lene  me  to  ny^f  a  litel  couisere  1 76 

That*  is  freeshe  ho  ])e  spore  on  for  to  ride 

I  most*  on  an  erand  a  litel  here  beside 

By  god  seide  his  bio])er/  of  stedes  in  my  stalle 

Goo  and  chese  ]>e  the  best*  spare  nofi  of  hem  alle  180 

Of  stedes  and  of  coursers  ^at*  stoden  hem  byside 

And  telle  me  good  bro]yer  whider  |>au  wilt  ride 

Here  beside  bro)yer  is  cried  a  wrastelinge 

And  ^erfore  shal  be  sette  a  ram  atid  a  ringe  184 

Moche  worchip  it  were  bro^are  to  vs  alle 

Might*  I  y^  ram  a;nd  ^  ring*  bring*  home  to  ^is  halle 

A  stede  ther  was  sadeled  smertly  an  skete 

Gamelyn  did  a  peire  spores  fast*  on  his  fete  188 

He  sette  his  foote  in  ])e  stirop  )»e  stede  he  bistrode 

And  towardes  ])e  wrasteling*  ])e  yong*  childe  rode 

%  Whan  Gemelyn  ^e  }onge  was  riden  ouf  atte  gat« 

^e  fals  kny3t«  his  broj^er  loked  if  after'  >ate  1 92 

And  bysou3t*  Ih«m  cmf  ])at*  is  heuene  kinge 

He  myght*  breke  his  necke  in  ])e  wrestelinge 

As  sone  as  Gamelyn  come  ^er  j^e  place  was 

He  light*  doune  of  his  stede  and  stood  on  |>e  gras  1 96 

And  Y&t  he  herde  a  frankeleyn  weUoway  singe 

And  by-gonne  bitterly  his  hondes  for  to  wiinge 

Good  man  seide  Gamelyn  5  whi  mast  ])oa  ])is  fare 

Is  ]>er  no  man  Jmf  may.  30a  helpen  ouf  of  care  200 
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Alias  seide  ^is  finmkeleTn  ^af  enere  was  I  bore 

fTor  twey  stalwor]^  sones  f  I  wene  J>af  I  hane  lore 

A  champion  is  in  ])e  place,  paif  ha|>  wron^t*  me  sorowe 

ffor  he  haf  sclayn  my  two  sones.  buf  jif  god  hem  borowe 

I  wil  jeue  x.  li.  by  Ih^m  cnst  arid  more  [leaf  65] 

Wij)  pQ  nones  I  fonde  a  man  wold  handel  hym  sore 

Good  man  seide  Gramelyn  wilf  Jk)u  wele  dofi 

Holde  my  hors  fe  whiles  my  man  f  diowe  of  my  sho&  208 

And  helpe  my  man  to  kepe/  my  cloj^es  and  my  stede 

And  I  wil  to  place  goii .  to  loke  if  I  may  spede 

By  god  seide  ^e  firankeleyn  if  shal  be  don 

I  wil  my  self  be  yi  man  to  drowe  of  ]>i  sho&  212 

And  wende  ])oa  into  place  Jhesn  cnst  fe  spede 

And  diede  not*  of  fi  clo])es.  ne  of  pi  good  stede 

Bare-foof  and  yngirf .  Gamelyn  Inne  came 

Alle  ])af  were  in  pe  place .  hede  of  him  name  216 

Howe  he  dnisf  auenture  him  to  dofi  his  my^f 

]>at*  was  so  doghty  a  champion  in  wrasteling^  and  in  fijt 

Yp  sterf  pe  Champion  rapely  anon 

And  towan)  yong*  (ramelyn  byganne  to  gon  220 

And  seide  who  is  pi  fadere  and  who  is  pi  sire 

ffor  sothe  )k)u  arf  a  grete  fOol  )>af  thou  come  hire 

Gamelyn  answerd!  pe  Champion  ]>o 

Thowe  knewe  wel  my  fadere  while  he  my3t  goo  224 

pe  whiles  he  was  alyue  by  seynf  Martyn 

Sir'  lohn  of  Boundes  was  his  name  and  I  am  Gamelyfl 

^  ffelawe  seide  pe  Champion  so  mote  I  pnve 

I  knewe  wel  ))i  fiEulere  pe  whiles  he  was  alyue  228 

And  ^  silf  Gamelyn  I  wil  ])af  ])on  it  here 

While  Jjou  were  a  jong*  boy.  a  moch  shrewe  pon  were 

Than  seide  Gamelyn  and  swore  by  cristes  ore 

Now  I  am  older  wexe  pon  shalt*  finde  me  a  more  232 

By  god  seide  pe  Champion  welcome  mote  pou.  be 

Come  )k)w  onys  in  my  honde .  pan  shalt*  neucre  the 

It  was  wel  wi])-in  pe  ny^f  and  pe  mone  shone 

Whan  Gamelyn  and  pe  Champion  to-gidei*  gon  gone      236 
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The  Champion  cast*  tomes  to  Gamelyfi  fat  was  piesf 

And  Cramelyn  stode  and  bad  hjm  don«  his  best* 

Than  seide  (ramelyn  to  pe  Champioun 

)^we  art*  fast*  aboute  to  bringa  me  adoun  240 

Now  I  haue  proued  mony  tf/mes  of  pme  nMf«.iwck] 

Thow  most*  he  seide  oon  or  g.  of  myne 

Gamelyn  to  fe  ChampioSi  ^ede  smertely  anon 

Of  alle  ])e  tumes  )»at*  he  coupe  he  shewed  hym  but  oil 

And  cast*  him  on  |)e  lift*  side,  pat  pre  ribbes  to-brake 

And  J^erto  his  owne  arme  pat*  jaf  a  grete  ciake 

Than  seide  Gamelyn  smertly  anon 

Shal  it*  bihoU  for  a  cast*  or  ellis  for  n5n 

By  god  seide  pe  Champion  whedere  it*  bee 

He  ])af  comme))  ones  in  |>i  honde  shal  he  nevLere  the 

IF  Than  seide  pe  frankeley  pat  had  pe  sones  ])ere 

Blessed  be  pou  Gamelyn  ]yat*  euere  ^a  bore  were 

The  ffrankleyn  seide  to  pe  Champion  on  hyw  stode  hyw 

This  is  jonge  Gamelyfl  pat*  tau^t/  pe  pis  pleye         l^^^  ®y® 

Ajein  answertJ  pe  Champion),  pat*  likep  no  ping*  wel 

He  is  alper  maister  and  his  pley  is  ri3t*  fell: 

Sipen  y  wrasteled  first*  it*  is  goon  ^ore 

But*  I  was  neuei*  in  my  lif  hanseled  so  sore 

Gamelyn  stode  in  pe  place  anon  wip-out*  serk* 

And  seide  jif  per  be  moo  lat*  hem  come  to  werk* 

The  Champion  pat*  pyned  hym  to  worch  sore 

If  semep  by  his  countenae^nce  pat*  he  wil  no  more 

Gamelyin  in  pe  place  stood  stille  aa  stone 

£for  to  abide  wiastelinge  but*  per  come  none 

J)er  was  noon  wip  gamelyn  pat  wold  wrastel  more 

ffor  he  handeled  the  ChampioA  so  wonderly  sore 

Two  gentile  men  pat  jemed  pe  place 

Come  to  Gamelyin  god  jeue  hym  good  grace 

And  seide  to  hym  do  on  '  pi  hosen  and  pi  shoona 

ffor  sop  at*  pis  tyme  pis  fare  is  dona 

And  pan  seide  Gamelyn  so  mot*  I  wel  fare 

I  haue  not*  jete  haluendele  sold  my  ware 
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^00  seide  pe  Cbampiofl  f  so  broke  I  my  swere 

He  is  a  fool  y&if  peroS  Hejy  fon  selle])  if  so  dere 

Tho  saide  pe  ffirankeleyn  ^af  was  in  moc&  care 

ffelawe  he  saide  whi  lackesf  pou  j^is  ware  276 

By  sante  lame  of  Gales  pa,i?  mony  man  ha)>  sou^t       petf  m] 

^if  is  it*  to  good  cliepe  p&if  pow  hast*  bon^f 

Thoo  fat*  wardeynes  were  of  J)af  wrasteling* 

Come  and  bron^t*  Gamelyn  pe  Ramme  and  pe  rynge      280 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS."] 

And  Gamelyn  bi)K>u^t*  him  it  was  a  faire  J^inge 

And  went*  ynp  moche  loye  home  in  p%  momynge  284 

%  His  bro^r  see  wher  he  came  f  wi]>  ])e  grete  route 

And  bad  shitt*  ^e  gate  and  hold  hym  wi)>  oute 

The  Porter  of  his  lord  was  soor  a  gaast* 

And  sterf  anoon  to  pQ  gate  and  lokked  if  fasf  288 

IT  Now  lithenes  and  listne])  bo]>  ^onge  and  olde 

And  ^e  shnl  here  gamen  of  Gamelyn  p^  bold^ 

Gamelyn  come  to  p^  gate  for  to  haue  come  Inne 

And  if  was  shetf  fasf  wi|)  a  strong*  pynne  292 

pan  seide  Gamelyn  Porter  vndo  p^  ^ate 

ffor  good  mennys  sones  stonden  ^er-ate 

^an  answerd  ])e  porter  and  swore  by  goddys  berd^ 

))ow  ne  shalf  Gamelyfi  come  into  pis  ^erde  296 

Thow  lixf  seide  Gamelyfi/  so  broke  I  my  chyne 

He  smote  ]^  wiketf  wi^  his  foote  and  breke  awaie  p^  pynne 

The  Porter  seie  pooj  it  my^t  no  better  be 

He  sette  foote  on  ert£  and  bygan  to  flee  300 

By  my  feye  seide  Gamelyn  |)af  travaile  is  ylore 

ffor  I  am  of  fote  as  lighf  as  pon .  if  pew  haddesf  it  swore 

Gamelyn  onertoke  pe  portei'.  and  hia  tene  wrake 

And  girf  him  in  J»  nek*  Jwif  Jje  boon  to-brake  304 

And  toke  hym  by  faf  oon  arme/  and  threwe  hym  in  a  welle 

vij*^.  fadme  if  was  depe/  as  I  haue  herd  telle 

IT  Whan  Gamelyn  pe  yonge  fus  had  plaied  his  playe 

Alle  ^af  in  p^  yerde  were,  drowen  hem  awaye  308 
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pel  diedden  him  fdl  sore  for  werk  p^V  he  wioiijf 

And  for  pe  falie  company  ])af  he  |)ider  bron^f 

Gamelyn  jede  to  Je  gate/  and  lete  if  vp  wide 

He  lete  Inne  alt.  ]yat*  gofi  wold!  or  ride  312 

And  seide  ^e  be  welcome  wip  out*  eny  greue 

ffor  we  wil  be  maisters  here  and  axe  no  man  leue 

^usterday  I  left*/  seide  jonge  Gamelyfl  o^m^xmdLj 

In  my  broj^ers  seler^/  v.  tonne  of  wyfl  316 

I  wil  not*  ^is  company  partyn  a-twynne 

And  3e  wil  done  after  me/  while  sope  is  J)«r-Inne 

And  if  my  bro]>er  gruche  or  make  foule  chere 

Ei|>er  for  spence  of  mete  and  diink*/  pat  we  spende  here 

I  am  oure  Catour  and  here  our  al^r  purs  321 

He  shal  haue  for  his  grucching*  seint*  Maries  cnrs 

My  brofer  is  a  Nigon  f  I  swere  be  cmtes  oore 

And  we-  wil  spende  largely/  fat^  he  h&p  spared  yore       324 

And  who  ])at*  make  gracchinge  ])at*  we  here  dwelle 

He  shal  to  pe  porter  in  to  ]ye  drowe-welle 

.Y\j.  dayes  and  vy.  nyjtes  Gamelyn  helde  his  feest* 

Wi])  moche  solace/  was  per  noon  cheesf  328 

In  a  litel  torret*  his  broker  lay  steke 

And  see  hem  waast*  his  good  and  dorsf  no  word  speke 

Erly  on  a  momynge  on  pe  viij.  day 

The  Gestes  come  to  Gamelyn  and  wolde  gofl  her  way     332 

Lordes  seide  Gamelyn  wil  ^e  so  hie 

Al  pe  wyne  is  nof  jif  dronko '  w  brouke  I  myfl  ye 

Gamelyn  in  his  herf/  was  fuJ  woo 

Whan  his  gestes  toke  her  leue.  fro  hym  forto  go  336 

He  wolde  )>ei  had  dwelled  lenger.  and  pel  seide  nay 

But*  bytaughf  Gramelyn.  god  and  good  day 

Thus  made  Gamelyn  his  feest*.  and  broujf  wel  to  ende 

And  aftere  his  gestes.  toke  leue  to  wende  340 

f  Lythen  and  listen  and  hold^  joui*  tunge 

And  ^e  shal  here  Game  of  Gamelyn  pe  ^onge 

Harkeneth  lordingges  and  listene])  arijt 

Whan  alle  gestis  were  goon  how  gamelyn  was  dijt*        34  i 
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Alle  pe  while  ^t^  Gamelyn  heeld  his  Mangerye 

His  bio^Te  ]K)ujt*  on  hym  be  wroke/  with  his  trecheiye 

Whan  Gam jlynfl  gestes  were  riden  and  gofl 

Gamelyn  stood  anon  allone/  frend  had  he  nofl 

Tho  aftere  felle  sone/  witA-in  a  litel  stounde 

Gamelyn  was  taken/  and  ful  hard  ybounde 

ffor^  Come  ^e  fals  knynght*f  onf  of  fe  Solere 

To  Gamelyn  his  brol>er/  he  jede  ful  nere 

And  saide  to  Gramelyn/  who  made  pe  so  bold 

For  to  stroien  pe  stoor  of  myn  household 

£ro]»er  seide  Gamelyn  wief  Je  lijf  nought* 

ffor  iV  is  many  day  gon  of  if  was  boujf 

£For  broker  fou  hasf  had  by  seinf  Kichew 

Of  XV.  plowes  of  londe.  pia  xvj.  ^ere 

And  of  alle  ^  beestes  ]?ou  hast*  iorf  bredde 

Thaf  my  fEuier  me  byqual^  on  his  depea  bedde    • 

Of  al  J)is  xvj.  jere  I  3eue  pe  pe  prowe 

flfor  Je  mete  and  pe  drink  J»f  we  han  spended  nowe 

Than  seide  pe  fals  kn^t*.  enel  mote  he  pee 

Herken  broj)eie  Gamelyn  what*  I  wil  ^eue  pe 

£For  of  my  body  bioj^r  f  here  geten  haue  I  none 

I  wil  make  pe  myn  heiie  I  s Aeie  by  seint*  lofin 

Porfay  seide  Gamelynf  and  if  it*  so  be 

And  ]k)u  thenk*  as  ]»ou  seisf  i  god  ^eeld  it*  pe 

No  Jinge  wist*  Gamelyn  of  his  broj^er  gile 

Therfoie  he  hym  bygiled  in  a  litel  while 

Gamelyn  seide.  oon  Jdng*  I  pe  telle 

Joo  povL  Jiewe  my  porter  in  pe  drowe-welle 

I  swore  in  fat*  wief e  and  in  fat*  grete  moote 

fat*  fou  shuldesf  be  bounde  bof e  honde  and  fote 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS,] 

This  most*  be  fulfilled  f  my  men  to  dote 
ffor  to  holden  myn  avowe  as  I  fe  bihote 
^  Brofer  seide  Gamelyn  as  mote  I  fee 
J>ou  shalf  not^  be  forswore  for  fe  loue  of  me 
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Tho  maden  ]>ei  Cramelyn  to  sitte  and  nof  stonde 

To  pei  had  hym  bounde  boj)  fote  and  honde 

j)e  fals  knyglit*  his  bro)>er^.  of  Cktmelyn  was  a-gast* 

And  senf  efter  fetters  to  fettei'  hjm  fast<  384 

His  bTo]>er  made  lesingges  on  him  per  he  stode 

And  tolde  hem  ]»at*  commen  Inne  pat  Gamelyn  was  wode 

Gamelyn  stode  to  a  post*,  bounden  in  pQ  halt 

]poo  p&i?  commen  Inne.  loked  on  hym  ait  388 

Euer  stode  Gamelyn  euen  vp-rijt*  [leaf  m,  bMki 

But*  mete  and  diink  had  ne  noun,  neiper  day  ne  nyjt* 

Than  seide  Cramelyn/  brother  be  myn  hals 

Nowe  haue  I  aspied  j)ou  art*  a  party  Ma  392 

Had  I  wist*  pe  Treson  j?at*  hast*  yfounde 

I  wold  haue  jeue  strokes  or  I  had  be  bounde 

Gamelyn  stode  bounde  stille  as  eny  stone 

Tho  daies  and  two  ny3tes  mete  had  he  none  396 

Than  seide  Gamelyn  f  J^at*  stood  ybound  stronge 

Adam  Spencei*  me  penkep  I  fast*  to  longe 

Adam  Spencere  now  I  biseche  pe 

ffor  pQ  moche  loue  my  fadeie  loued  ^e  400 

If  povL  may  come  to  J^e  keys/  lese  me  out*  of  bonde 

And  I  wil  part*  wif  f  e  of  my  free  londe 

Than  seide  Adam  ^at*  was  pe  spencere 

I  haue  serued  Ji  broker  fis  x^  jere  404 

3if  I  lete  pe  gone  out*  of  his  boure 

He  wold  saye  afterwardes  I  were  a  tratour 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  so  brouke  I  myn  hals 

Thow  shalt*  jGinde  ])i  broker  at*  pe  last*  fals  408 

Therfore  brojrer  Adam  lose  me  out*  of  bofldea 

And  I  will  parte  wi^  pe  of  my  free  londes 

Vp  such  forwarc)  seide  Adam  ywis 

I  wil  do  ]}erto  al  ^at*  in  me  is  412 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  as  mote  I  pe 

I  wil  holde  pe  Conatmte  and  pan  wil  me  [fre] 

Anoon  as  Adams  lord  to  bed  was  gofi 

Adam  toke  pe  kayes  and  lete  Gamelyn  out*  anofi  416 
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He  Tnlocked  Gamelyn  bo]»  hondes  and  fete 

In  hope  of  auauncement*  Jyat*  he  hjm  byhete 

Than  seide  Gamelyn  )K)nked  be  goddis  sonde 

Kowe  I  am  lose  bo]»  fote  and  honde  420 

Had  I  nowe  eten  and  dionken  aiijt* 

J)er  is  noon  in  ]ns  boos  shulcl  bynde  me  fia  ny^t* 

Adam  toke  Gamelyn  as  stille  as  eny  stone 

And  ladde  him  into  fe  spence  laply  anon^  424 

And  sette  bim  to  sopere  li^f  in  a  pnVey  styde  ci«if  68j 

He  bad  hym  do  gladly  and  so  he  dide 

Anoon  as  Gamelyn  had  eten  wel  and  fyne 

And  Jferto  y-dronken  wel  of  pe  lede  wyne  428 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  whaf  is  nowe  pi  lede 

Or  I  go  to  my  bro^r  and  Gerd  of  his  his  hede 

Gamelyn  seide  Adam  it*  shal  not*  be  so 

I  can  teche  fe  a  rede  ya,^  is  wor])  pe  twoo/  432 

I  wote  wel  toTBof  ]»f  pis  is  no  nay/ 

We  shul  hane  a  Mangexye  ri^t*  on  sonday 

Abbotes  and  Prionrs  mony  here  shnl  be 

And  o]yei  men  of  holy  chirch  as  I  telle  fe  436 

poa  shal  stonde  yp  by  ])e  post*  as  pou.  were  botmde  fast* 

And  I  shal  lene  hem  ynloke  ^at*  away  p<m  may  hem  cast* 

Whan  ^t*  ^i  han  eten  and  wasshen  her  handes 

^ow  shalt*  biseche  hem  alle  to  bringe  pe  out*  of  bondes  440 

And  if  f&.  willen  borowe  j)e  J^at*  were  good  game 

^an  weie  you  out*  of  pnson  and  [I]  out*  of  blame 

And  if  ecche  of  hem  saye  to  ys  nay 

I  shal  do  ano]»er  I  swere  by  fla  day  444 

)?ow  shalt*  hane  a  good  staf  and  I  wil  haue  ano^ere 

And  ciistes  cms  haf  Jyat*  on  ]>at*  faille])  ])at  o^ere 

^  for  god  seide  Gamelyn  I  say  it*  for  me 

If  I  &ille  on  my  side  evel  mot*  I  Jee  448 

If  we  shul  algate  assoille  hem  of  her  synne 

Wame  me  brother/  Adam  whan  we  shul  bygynne 

Gamelyn  seid  Adam  by  seint*  charite 

I  wil  wame  fQ  bifom  whan  if  shal  l)e  452 
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Whan  I  winke  on  fe,  loke  forto  gone 

And  caste  away  \>i  fetters  and  come  to  me  anofi 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  blessed  be  ]>i  bonys 

j)a,i^  is  a  good  counseile  ^euen  for  ]>e  nonys  456 

3if  ]>ei  wame  me  ]>e  to  bring*  out*  of  bondes 

I  wil  sette  good  strokes  ri^t*  on  here  lendes 

Whan  ]>e  Sonday  was  commen  and  folk  to  ]>e  feest 

ffaire  Jjei  were  welcomed  boj)  leest*  atid  meet*  460 

And  euer  as  fei  at*  fe  haldore  come  Inne  r^f  es,  baoki 

They  casten  her  yen/  on  jonge  Gamelyfl 

The  fals  knyjf  his  brofer  ful  of  trecherye 

Al  pe  gettes  ]}at*  fer  were  af  ^  mangerye  464 

Of  Gktmelyn  his  bro]>er  he  tolde  hem  wi])  mouJ>e 

Al  ^e  harme  and  ]>e  shame  ]»af  he  telle  cou]>e 

Whan  ])ei  were  ysemed  of  messes  ij.  or  thre 

])an  seide  Gamelyn  howe  seme  je  me  468 

If  is  not*  wel  serued  by  god  f  af  aft  made 

])af  I  sitte  fastinge  and  o^er  men  make  glade 

The  fals  kny^f  his  broJ>er  J>er  as  he  stode 

Told  to  aft  fe  gestes  ])af  Gamelyn  was  wode  472 

And  Gamelyn  stode  stille  and  answercl  nou^f 

Buf  Adames  wordes  he  helde  in  his  pon^if 

Thoo  Gamelyn  gan  speke  doolfully  wijKttt 

To  ])e  grete  lordes  ]}af  seten  in  ])e  halt  476 

IT  Lordes  he  seide  for  cristes  passiofl 

Helpe  to  bringe  Gamelyn  ouf  of  pnsofl 

J:)an  seide  an  Abbof  sorowe  on  his  cheke 

He  shal  haue  cnstes  cnrs  and  seinf  Maries  eke  480 

Thaf  ])e  onf  of  prison  beggej  or  borowe 

And  euer  wor])  him  wel  ]?af  dop  fe  moche  sorowe 

After  ]}af  Abbof  fan  speke  «aofere 

I  wold  ]>ine  hede  were  of  ]»oag&  ^oa  were  my  brojiere  484 

AH  ])af  ])e  borowe  foule  mof  hem  falle 

Thus  ^ei  seiden  alle  ]>af  were  in  pe  halle 

IT  Than  seide  a  Priour/  euel  mote  he  preue 

If  is  grete  sorowe  and  care  boy  pat  pon  art  alyue  488 
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Ow  seide  Gramelyn  so  brouke  I  my  bone 

Kow  hane  I  spied  ^at*  fiendes  haue  I  nofl 

Cuised  mote  he  worJ> .  bo]»  flessll  and  blood 

paif  ener  do])  Piiour  or  Abbot*  eny  good  492 

Adam  ]^  Spenceie  toke  vp  ^e  clotli 

And  loked  on  Gamelyn  and  segh  ])at*  he  was  wioJ>e 

Adam  on  the  Pantiy  litel  he  ]K)a3f 

And  two  good  staaes  to  ^e  halle  door  he  brou3f  496 

Adam  loked  on  Gamelyn  and  he  was  warre  anotl        [Imt  »] 

And  casf  away  fe  fetteis  and  bygan  to  goA 

Whan  he  come  to  Adam  he  toke  faV  on  staf 

And  bygan  to  won^  and  good  strokes  ^af  500 

Gamelyn  come  into  fe  halle  and  fe  Spencei'  bo])e 

And  loked  hem  abonte  as  fei  hadden  be  wro]»e 

Gamelyn  spieyne]»  holy  watere  wi]>  an  oken  spiie 

That*  some  ]»af  stode  yprijf  felle  in  fe  fire  504 

))6r  was  no  lewe  man  ysAf  in  fe  halle  stode 

^t^  wolde  do  Gamelyn  eny  pmff  but*  good 

Bnf  stoden  bisides  and  lete  hem  bo)»  wirclL 

ffor  f&.  had  no  rew|>e  of  men  of  holy  chirch  508 

Abbot*  or  Prioor  monk  or  chanotm 

That*  Gamelyn  ouertoke.  anofl  pei  jeden  doun 

Ther  was  noon  of  alle  Jyat*  wiiJi  his  staf  mette 

))at^  he  ne  made  hem  ouer-])rowe  to  qny te  hem  his  dette 

Gamelyn  seide  Adam  for  seint*  charite  513 

Pay  good  lynere  for  pe  lone  of  me 

And  I  wil  kepe  fe  door  so  enere  here  I  masse 

Er  ^i  bene  assoilled  per  shal  non  passe  516 

Doate  fQ  not*  seide  Gamelyn  whil  we  ben  in  fere 

Kepe  ])Owe  wel  fe  door  and  I  wil  wirche  here 

Bystere  pe  good  adam  and  lete  non  fle 

And  we  shid  telle  largely  how  mony  pat  per  be  520 

Gamelyn  seide  Adam  do  hem  but*  goode 

J)ei  bene  men  of  holy  church  drowe  of  hem  no  blode 

Saue  wel  pe  crownes.  and  do  hem  no  harmes 

Buf^  broke  bo})  her  logges/  and  8i|>en  her  armes  524 
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Thus  Gamelyn  and  Adam  WT0U3tf<  ry3t*  fast* 

And  pleide  wi]»  j)e  monkes  and  made  hem  agast* 

]}idere  fei  come  lidinge  loly  wip  swaynes 

And  home  ajein  ]>ei  were  ladde  in  cartes  and  waynes    628 

The  ]?ei  hadden  al  ydo.  fan  seide  a  grej  firere 

Alias  Sir*  abbot"  what*  did  we  nowe  here 

Whan  j)at<  we  commen  hidere  it*  was  a  cold  rede 

Vs  had  be  bet*  haue  be  at*  home .  vriik  water  and  brede  632 

While  Gamelyfl  made  orders  of  monke  and  frere  [Imt  m,  iMMsk] 

Enere  stood  his  broj^er  and  made  foule  chere 

Gamelyn  vp  wif  his  staf  Jaf  he  wel  knewe 

And  girf  hym  in  fe  nek  ]>at*  he  oner  thrwe  636 

A  litel  aboue  j)e  Girdel  ^e  Rigge-boon  he  brast 

And  sette  him  in  ]>e  fetters  per  he  sat*  arst* 

Sitte  per  bro])er  seide  Gamelyfl 

fibrto  colen  ]}i  body/  as  I  did  myfi  640 

As  switfi  as  ])ei  had  wroken  hem  on  her  foofl 

i)ei  asked  water  and  wasahen  anofl 

What*  some  for  her  loue  and  some  for  her  Awe 

Att  J>e  seruat^ntes  semed  hem  on  pe  best*  lawe  644 

pe  Sherreue  was  ]>ennes  but  .y.  myle 

And  sSt  was  tolde  him  in  a  lytel  while 

Howe  Gamelyn  and  Adam  had  ydo  a  sorye  rees 

Boonden  and  wounded  men  c^einst  pe  kingges  pees/     648 

Tho  bygan  sone  strif*  for  to  wake 

And  pe  shereff  about*  Gamelyn  forto  take 

IT  Kow  li]>en  and  listen  so  god  ^eue  30U  good  fyne 

Aj^d  ye  shul  here  good  game  of  yonge  Gamelyne  662 

zxiijj^  3onge  men  p&if  helde  hem  ful  bold 

Come  to  pe  shiref  and  seide  ]»at"  ]}ei  wold 

Gamelyn  and  Adam  fette  by  her  fay 

Tlie  Sheref  ^aue  hem  leue  Bop  for  to  say  656 

Thei  hiden  fast*  wold  J>ei  not*  lynne 

To  ])ei  come  to  pe  gate  ]»ere  Gamelyn  was  Inne 

Thei  knocked  on  pe  gate  pe  portar  was  ny^e 

And  loked  out*  atf  an  hool  as  man  ])at*  was  scle^e         660 
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fe  Porter  bad  'bihold  hern  a  litel  while 

He  loued  wel  Gamelyn  and  was  dradde  of  gyle 

And  lete  j)e  wikett*  stonde  fol  stille 

And  asked  hem  wip  ouf  what*  was  her  wille  56i 

ffor  aft  pe  grete  company/  speke  but  oon 

Vndo  ye  gate  porter  and  laf  vs  in  gofi 

}>an  seide  j)e  Porter  so  bronke  I  my  chyn 

3e  ahul  saie  jonre  erand  er  ^e  come  Inne  568 

Sey  to  Gamelyn  and  Adam/  if  Jeire  wil  be  [i«rf70] 

We  wil  speke  wij  hem  two  wordes  or  fre 

ffelawe  seide  pe  Porter  stonde  per  stille 

And  I  wil  wende  to  Gramelyn  to  wete  his  wille  572 

Inne  went*  j)e  porter  to  Gramelyn  anofl 

And  saide  sii^  I  wame  30U  here  ben  commen  pui^  foofl 

The  Shireues  men  bene  at<  pQ  gate 

fforto  take  30a  bo]»  ^e  shul  not*  scape  576 

Porter  seide  Gamelyn  so  mote  I  pe 

I  wil  alowe  fi  wordes  whan  I  my  tyme  se 

Go  ageyn  to  ^e  gate  and  dwelle  wi])  hem  a  while 

And  ]K>a  shalf  se  ri^t*  sone  porter  a  gile  580 

Adam  seide  gamelyn  hast*  J^e  to  goii 

We  ban  foo-men  mony  and  frendes  neuere  ofl 

If  bene  pe  shireues  men  j)at*  hider  bene  commen 

^i  ben  swore  to-gidere  j)af  we  shal  be  nomen  584 

Gamelyn  seide  Adam  hye  pe  rijt*  blyve 

And  if  I  faile  pe  pis  day  euel  mot*  I  pnve 

And  we  shul  so  welcome  pe  shyreues  men 

)»f  some  of  hem  shal  make  her  beddes  in  pe  fenne        588 

Af  a  postern  gate  Gamelyn  out*  went* 

And  a  good  Cartstaf  in  his  hondes  bent* 

Adam  bent*  sone  Buoper  grete  staff 

ffor  to  helpen  Gamelyne  and  good  strokes  ^af  592 

Adam  felled  tweyn  and  Gramelyn  ^re 

pe  o]>er  sette  fete  on  etpe  and  bygan  to  flee 

What*  seide  Adam  so  euere  here  I  masse 

I  haue  ri3f  good  wyne  drynk  er  ^e  passe  59(> 

PETWORTH   146 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


APPENDIX  TO  GROUP  A.     QAHKLTN.     PetWOXth  MS. 

Nay  by  god  seide  fei  ]»i  drink  is  not*  goode 

It  wolde  make  a  mannys  brayn  to  lyen  on  his  hode 

Gramelyn  stode  stille  and  loked  hym  aboute 

And  seide  pe  Shyref  oommef  wij)  a  grete  lonte  600 

Adam  seido  Gamelyn  what*  bene  nowe  ^i  redes 

Here  commef  pe  sheref  and  wil  haue  our  hedes 

Adam  seide  to  Gamelyn  my  rede  is  now  pis 

Abide  we  no  lenger  lest  we  fare  amys  604 

I  rede  we  to  wode  gofi/  er  we  be  founde  Vrnttn,  tack] 

Better  is  pet  louse  p&n  in  pB  tonne  bounde 

Adam  toke  by  pe  honde  yonge  Gamelyn) 

And  euery  of  hem  dronke  a  drau^f  of  wyfi  608 

And  after  token  he  cours  and  wenten  her  way 

T[h]o  fonde  pe  Shyrreue  nysf  but*  non  aye 

IT  The  Shiiieue  lijt/  doune  and  went*  into  halle 

And  fonde  j)e  lord  fetred  fast*  wi]}  alle  612 

The  Schirreue  vnfetred  hym  ri^f  sone  anofi 

And  sent*  aftere  a  leche  to  hele  his  rigge-bofi 

Lat*  we  nowe  pe  fals  kny^t*  lye  in  his  care 

And  talke  we  of  Gamelyn .  and  of  his  fare  61 6 

Gamelyn  into  pe  wode  stalked  stille 

And  Adam  Spensere  liked  rljt*  iUe 

Adam  swore  to  Gamelyn  by  seinf  Eicher« 

Nowe  I  see  it*  is  mery  to  be  a  spencere  020 

3it*  leuer  me  were  kayes  to  here 

pan  walken  in  pia  wUde  wode  my  dojies  to  teie 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  dismay  pe  r^t*  nou^t* 

Mony  good  mannys  child  in  care  is  brou)t*  624 

As  |>ei  stode  talkinge  bo]}en  in  fere 

Adam  herd  talking^  of  men.  and  riftf  nygh  hem  ^  were 

Tho  Gamelyn  vnder  wode  loked  arijt* 

vij".  of  jonge  men  he  seye  wel  ydi^t*  628 

Alle  satte  at*  pe  mete  compas  about* 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  now  haue  I  no  dout* 

Aftere  bale  comme^  bote  ])orgli  goddis  my^t* 

Me  |)ink*  of  mete  and  drynk*  I  haue  a  sijt*  632 
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Adam  loked  ]»oo  ynder  wode  bougfi 

And  whan  he  segh  mete  was  glad  ynogh 

ffor  he  hoped  to  god  to  haue  his  dele 

And  he  was  sore  alonged  after  a  mele  636 

As  he  seide  J>at  worde  Je  mayster  outlawe 

Saagh  Adam  and  gameljn  ynder  ])e  wode  shawe 

3onge  men  seide  ]»e  nudstere  hy  ^  good  lode 

I  am  ware  of  gestes .  god  sendo  ys  goode  640 

3one  hen  twoo  ^onge  men  wel  ydight*  Pcaf  711 

And  paraventare  per  hen  mo  who  so  loked  ri^t 

A-naep  vp  jonge  men  and  fette  hem  to  me 

It  is  good  ^at*  wo  weten  what*  men  pei  he  644 

Vp  J>er  sterten  .vij.  fix)m  pe  dyneie 

And  metten  wij)  Gktmelyn  and  Adam  Spencei' 

Whan  yei  weie  nyghe  hem  ]>an  seide  fat  oofl 

5eelde]7  vp  3onge  men  jour  howes  and  joni*  floon  648 

)>an  seide  Gamelyn  J)at*  jong*  was/  of//  elde 

Moche  sorowe  mote  |>ei  haue  ]}af  to  30U  hem  jelde 

I  Curs  noon  o^ere  huf  lighf  my  silue 

]»oo  30  fette  to  30U  .y.  pan  he  30  twelue  652 

Whan  f  ei  haw)  hy  his  word  Jat*  myjt*  was  in  his  arme 

Ther  was  noon  of  hem  ]»at*  wold  do  hym  harme 

But  seide  to  Gamelyn  myldely  and  stille 

Comej)  a-fore  our  Maister  and  sei]>  to  hym  jour  wiUe     656 

3oJige  men  seide  Gamelyn  he  jowr  lewte 

What*  man  is  joui'  maister  pB,if  je  wi]>  he 

Alle  ^i  answerd  wij)  out*  lesing* 

Our  maister  is  crowned  of  outlawe  king*  660 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  go  we  in  enstes  name 

He  may  nei^r  mete  ne  drink  wame  ys  for  shame 

If  ^af  he  he  hende  and  come  of  gentil  hlood 

He  wil  jeue  ys  mete  and  drink  and  do  us  som  gode       664 

By  seinf  lame  seide  Adam  whaf  harme  ])af  I  gete 

I  wil  auenture  me  ]>at<  I  had  mete 

Gamelyn  and  Adam  went*  forth  la  fere 

And  ^i  grette  }e  Maistei'  j)at*  ]wi  fond  Jyere  668 
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Than  seide  pQ  Maister  kmg^  of  outlawes 

What*  seche  ^e  ^onge  men  vnder  pe  wode  shawes 

Gamelyn  answercJ  Je  king*  with  his  croun 

He  most*  nedes  walk*  in  feeld  ]}at*  may  not*  in  toun        672 

Sire  we  walk  not*  here  no  harme  to  doo 

But*  }if  we  mete  a  dere  to  shete  f^-to 

As  men  Jaf  bene  hungry  and  mow  no  mete  fynde 

And  ben  hard?  bystadi  vnder  wode  lynde  676 

Of  Gamelyns  wordes  /  y  maister  had  reuje  D«rf  7i,  bMkj 

And  seide  :;e  shul  haue  ynow  haue  god  my  treut!l 

He  bad  hem  sitte  doun  forto  take  rest* 

And  bad  hem  ete  and  drink*  and  fai  of  pe  best*  680 

As  j)ei  eten  and  dronken  wel  and  fyne 

pan  seide  on  to  anoper,  pia  is  Gamelyfl 

])0  was  ^e  Maistere  outlawe  into  counseile  noma 

And  tolde  howe  it*  was  Gamelyn  pat  ])ideT  was  come     684 

Anon  as  he  herd  how  it*  was  byfalle 

He  made  him  maistei^  vnder  hym  ouer  hem  aHe 

Wit^Inne  pe  iij.  weke  hym  come  tydinge 

To  pe  Maistere  outlawe  j)af  was  her  kinge  688 

])af  he  shuld  come  home  his  pees  was  made 

And  of  ])at*  good  tydinge  he  was  ful  glade 

])oo  seide  he  to  his  jonge  men  so]»  forto  telle 

Me  bene  co7?imen  tydinges  f  I  may  no  lenger  dwelle      692 

Tho  was  Gamelyn  anoon  wi|>  out*  taryinge 

Made  maistei'  outlawe  and  crowned  her  kinge 

Whan  Gamelyn  was  crowned  king*  of  outlawes 

And  walked  had  a  while  vnder  pe  wode  shawes/  696 

pe  fals  kny^t*  bis  bro])er  was  sherif  and  sire 

And  lete  his  bro]769*e  endite  for  hate  and  for  ire 

Joo  were  his  boond-men  sory  i  and  no  Jing*  glade 

Whan  Gamelyn  her  lord  /  wolfes  hede  was  cned  and  made 

And  sent*  out*  of  his  men  wher  Jjei  myjt*  hyw  fynde 

fFor  to  go  seke  Gameljrfl  vnder  pe  wode  lynde 

To  telle  hym  tyding*  pe  wynde  was  wente 

And  al  his  good  reued  and  al  his  men  shent*  704 
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Whan  J>ei  had  hym  founden  on  knees  fei  hem  setten 

And  adoone  with  her  hodes  and  her  lord  gretten 

Sii'  wreth  ^on  not*  for  pe  good  rode 

ffor  we  han  broujf  30U  tydyngges  but*  Jei  be  not*  gode  708 

Kowe  is  pi  bro]}er  Sherreue  and  ha])  fe  bajly 

And  ha]}  endited  ]>e  /  and  wolfes  hede  do])  pe  crye 

Alias  seide  Gramelyn  p&if  euere  I  was  so  sdak 

pat?  I  ne  had  broke  his  nek  whan  I  his  rigge  brak*        712 

Gro]»  gtetep  wel  myn  husbondes  and  wif  Deaf  72] 

I  wil  be  at*  pe  next*  shyre  haue  god  my  lif 

Ckunelyn  come  redy  to  pQ  next*  shire 

And  per  was  his  bro]rer  bo])  lord  and  sire  716 

Gamelyn  boldely  come  into  pe  mote  halle 

And  putt*  a  doun  his  hode  /  amonge  ])o  lordes  aUe 

God  saue  )ou  lordinggs  paAf  here  be 

Bat*  broke-bak  sherreue  euel  mote  pon  pee  720 

Whi  hast  ])0U  dofi  me  pai?  shame  and  vilonye 

fforto  lat*  endite  me  /  and  wolfeshede  do  me  crye 

})00  ])0U3t*  pe  feds  kny^f  forto  bene  awreke 

And  lette  Gamelyn  most*  he  no  ])ing*  speke  724 

Might*  ])er  be  no  grace,  but*  Gamelyn  atte  last* 

Was  cast/  in  prison  and  fettred  fast* 

IT  Gamelyn  ha])  a  bro])ere  ])at*  hijt*  sir  Ote 

Als  good  an  knyght*  and  hende  as  m^t  goft  on  fote       728 

Anoon  ^ede  a  massagei'  to  ]}af  good  kny^t* 

And  tolde  him  al  to-gidere  how  gamelyn  was  di^t* 

Anoon  whan  sii'  ote  herd  howe  Gkimelyn  was  dijt* 

He  was  li^t*  soiy  and  no  ])ing*  lijf  732 

And  lete  sadel  a  stede  and  pe  way  namme 

And  to  his  tweyne  bre])eren  rijt  sone  he  camme 

Six'  seide  Sii'  Ote  to  pe  sherreue  ])oo 

We  bene  but*  pre  bre])eren  shul  we  neuere  be  mo  736 

And  ])oa  hast*  pnsoned  pe  best  of  vs  alle 

SucfiL  ODOpere  bro])er  euel  mote  hym  byfalle 

Sif  Ote  seide  pe  false  knyght*  lat*  be  ])i  cors 

By  god  for  ^i  wordes  he  shal  fare  pe  wors  740 
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To  pQ  kingges  prison  he  is  ynome 

And  per  he  shal  abide  to  ]>e  lostiBe  come 

Parde  Seide  Sii>  Ote  better  if  shal  be 

I  bid  hym  to  maynprise  pat  pon  graunte  me  744 

To  pe  next*  sitting*  of  delyueraunce 

And  lat*  ]Min  Gameljn  stonde  to  his  chaunce 

Biopere  in  sucli  a  forward  I  take  hym  to  pQ 

And  by  y  fader  soule  ]>af  j)e  bigate  and  me  748 

Bnf  he  be  redy  whan  fe  lustice  sitte  Out  t%  teek] 

j)ou  shalf  here  pe  luggement*  for  al  pi  grete  witte 

I  graunte  wel  seide  Sii*  Ote  ])af  if  so  be 

Laf  delyuere  hym  anoon  and  take  hym  to  me  752 

Tho  was  gamelyn  delyuered  to  Six'  ote  his  bro]»ei' 

And  ])af  nyghf  dwelled  pe  oott  wi]»  pe  opei^ 

On  the  morowe  seide  Gramelyn  to  Six'  Ote  pe  hende 

Broker  he  seide  I  mote  forso]^  from  30^  wende  756 

To  loke  howe  my  ^onge  men  leden  her  liff 

Whedere  j)ei  lyuen  in  loie  or  ellis  in  stiifif 

By  god  seide  Sii'  ote  ]>af  is  a  colde  rede 

Kowe  I  se  ]}af  alle  pe  Carke  shal  fal  on  my  hede  760 

fifor  whan  pe  lustise  sitte  and  j)oa  be  nof  yfound 

I  shal  anoon  be  take  and  in  ]}i  stede  I-bound 

Brojjer  seide  Gamelyn  dismay  )ou  nonjf 

ffor  by  seint  lame  in  Gales  p&f?  mony  men  ha)r  son^f     764 

3if  that  god  almyjty  holde  my  lif  and  witte 

I  wil  be  redy  whan  pe  lustice  sitte 

Than  seide  siie  Ote  to  gamelyn  god  shilde  p*  from  shame 

Come  whan  ]»ou  seesf  tyme  and  bring*  ys  ouf  of  blame  768 

IT  Li])ene^  and  listenej)  and  holde  30U  stille 

And  ^e  shal  here  howe  Gamelyn  had  al  his  wille 

Gramelyn  wenf  vnder  pe  wode  Bis 

And  fonde  ]»er  ploying*  ^eng*  men  of  pris  772 

)ro  was  )ong*  gamelyn  li^f  glad  ynouje 

Whan  he  fonde  his  men  vnder  wode  boii)e 

Gamelyn  and  his  men  talkeden  in  fere 

And  ^ei  had  good  game  her  nudst^  to  here  776 
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His  men  tolde  him  of  auentures  pcct  }ei  had  found 

And  Gamelyn  tolde  hem  ^ein  howe  he  was  fast  bounds 

While  Gkunelyn  was  outlawe  had  he  no  oois 

^er  was  no  man  pai?  for  him  feide  ]>e  wois 

But  Ahhottetf  and  Prtouis  monk  and  chanona 

On  Jiem  left*  he  noa^f  whan  he  mj^i^  hem  nome 

While  Gamelyn  and  his  men  made  meT]}e8  xyve 

|»e  fals  knjght*  his  hro])er  euel  mot*  he  thiyve 

ffoT  he  was  fast*  about*  bo^  day  and  ojyei' 

ffor  to  hiren  pe  quest*  to  hongen  his  bTo]>ar 

Gamelyn  stode  on  a  day  and  byheeld 

pe  wodes  and  fe  Shawes  and  ]»e  wild  feelde 

He  ]K>u3t*  on  his  bioJ>eie  how  he  hym  byhette 

))at*  he  wold  be  redy  whan  fe  lustice  sette 

He  pQu^if  wel  he  wold  wi|K)ut*  delay 

Come  to-fore  pe  lustice  to  kepen  his  day 

And  saide  to  his  ^onge  men  dighte]»  30U  ^are 

ffoT  whan  ]re  lustice  sitte  we  most*  be  Jyare 

ffbr  I  am  vnder  borowe  til  ]yat*  I  come 

And  my  broj^er  for  me  to  pnson  shal  be  nome 

Be  seinf  lame  seide  his  ^onge  men  and  faa  rede  perio 

Ordeyfi  how  it*  shal  be  and  it*  shal  be  do 

While  Gamelyn  was  commyng*  yer  fe  lustice  satte 

f  fals  kny^f  his  bro]»er  formate  he  not*  ]>at* 

To  hire  |>e  men  of  ye  quest*  to  hangen  his  bro^r 

^uje  yei  had  not*  ]»at*  oon  fei  wold  haue  ]>af  o]>er 

Tho  come  Gamelyn  from  vnder  fe  wode  Bis 

And  broujt*  wtt^  hym  ^onge  men  of  pns 

I  see  wel  seide  Gamelyn  pe  lustise  is  sette 

Go  a-fom  adam  and  loke  how  it*  spette 

Adam  went  into  fe  halle  and  loked  al  aboute 

He  segh  per  stonde  lordes  grete  and  stoute 

And  Sir6  Ote  his  broker  fetred  fill  fast* 

]X)o  went*  Adam  out*  of  haUe  as  he  were  a-gasi^ 

Adam  seide  to  Gamelyn  and  to  his  felawes  att 

Sim  Ote  stouts  fetered  in  pe  mote  hatt 
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no  gap  in  the  M8!\ 

If  gode  jeue  vs  grace  wel  forto  doo 

He  shal  i<^  abigge  J^af  W  brou^t*  Jyerto  /  816 

))an  seide  Adam  Jyaf  lockes  had  bore 

Ciistes  cms  mote  he  haue  ]>at  hym  bonde  so  sore 

And  ])0U  wilf  Gamelyn  do  after  my  rede 

))er  is  noon  in  ]>e  halle  shal  here  away  his  hede  820 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  we  wil  not  do  soo 

We  wil  slee  ]>e  giltif  and  laf  ]>e  o]»ere  goo/ 

I  wil  into  ]}e  halle  and  wi\h  ]>e  Instioe  speke       Deaf  ts,  \mkz 

Of  hem  Jaf  bene  giltif  I  wil  ben  awreke  824 

Late  no  skape  at*  j)e  door  take  3onge  men  jeme 

ffor  I  wil  be  lustise  \\a  day  domes  to  deme 

God  spede  me  J)iB  day  af  my  newe  werk* 

Adam  come  wit^  me  for  ]x7U  shalf  be  my  clerk  828 

His  men  answerde  hym.  and  bad  don6  his  best* 

And  if  ]>ou  to  ys  haue  nede  ]»ou  shalt*  finds  ys  prest* 

We  wil  stonde  wif  Jje  while  J)af  we  may  dure 

And  buf  we  worchen  manly  pay  ys  none  hure  832 

Jonge  men  said  Gamelyn  so  mote  I  wel  ]>e 

A  trusty  maister  ^e  shul  fynde  me 

Bi^f  ]»ere  |>e  lustise  satte  in  j)e  halle 

Inne  went*  Gamelyn  amonges  hem  alle  836 

Gamelyn  lete  ynfetter  his  broj)er  ouf  of  bende 

^an  seide  Sir  Ote  his  bro]>er  ]»at  was  hende 

]}0W  haddest*  ahnosf  Gamelyn  dwelled  to  longd 

fifor  ^  quest*  is  ouf  on  me  ])af  I  shuld  honge  840 

Bro])er  seide  Gamelyn  so  god  ^eue  me  good  resf 

]>is  day  shul  ]>ei  be  honged  /  ])at*  ben  on  ]»e  quest* 

And  ]7e  lustise  bo^  ])af  is  j)e  luge  man 

And  ]>e  Sherreue  also.  Jyorgh  hym  it  bigan  844 

Than  seide  Gamelyn  to  j)e  Justice 

Now  is  \i  power  done.  |>e  most*  nedes  rise 

])ow  hast*  3euen  domes  ])at*  bene  euel  di^f 

I  wil  sitten  in  ]»i  sete  and  dressen/  hem  arijt*  848 
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The  InstiBe  satte  stille  and  roos  not*  anone 

And  Gamelyn  cleued  his  cheke  bone 

Gamelyn  toke  him  in  his  annes  and  no  more  spake 

Baf  threwe  hym  ouer  ])e  barre  and  his  anne  brake         852 

Dorsf  noon  to  Gamelyn  seie  but*  good 

ffor  feerd  of  fe  company  fat  wit^-ouf  stoode 

Gamelyn  sette  hym  doun  in  ]>e  lustise  sete 

And  Sire  Ote  his  brojjere  by  hy7?t.  and  Adam  af  his  fete 

Whan  gamelyn  was  sette  in  |>e  lustise  sede 

Herken  of  a  bourde  ])at*  Gamelyn  dede 

He  lete  fetter  ]>e  lustise  and  his  fals  broj)ere  [iMf  74 

And  did  hem  come  to  ])e  barre  ]}at*  on  witA  ]»af  o])ere    860 

Whan  gamelyn  had  ])us  ydone  had  he  no  rest* 

Til  he  had  enquered  who  was  on  his  quesf 

fforto  demen  his  bro]»er  sire  Ote  forto  honge 

Er  he  wisf  whaf  ])ei  were  hym  J^oujt*  ful  longe  864 

But*  as  sone  as  Gamelyn  wist*  where  ]?ei  were 

He  did  hem  euerechona  fetter  in  fere 

And  bringgen  hem  to  ]>e  barre  &  setten  in  rewe 

By  my  feij)  seide  f  e  lustise  ]>e  sherrue  is  a  shrewe         868 

)ian  seide  Gamelyn  to  ]»e  lustise 

)k>u  hast*  90ue  domes  of  ]}e  worst  assise 

And  ^  xij.  Sesoures  J>af  weren  on  ]>e  quesf 

y&.  shul  be  honged  ]»i8  day  so  haue  I  good  rest*  872 

Than  seide  ])e  sheref  to  jonge  Gamelyn 

Lord  I  crie  ]>e  mercie  bro]}er  art*  )Km  myfl 

^rfor  seide  Gamelyn  haue  j?ou  cWstes  curs 

ffor  and  ])0W  were  maister.  I  shuld  haue  wort  876 

fforto  make  short*  tale  and  not*  to  longe 

He  ordeyned  hym  a  quest*  of  his  men  stronge 

))e  lustise  and  ]>e  Sirreue  bo]?  honged  hie 

To  weyuen  wif  ^  ropes  and  fe  winde  drye  880 

And  ]»e  xig.  Sisours  sorowe  haue  j)af  rekke 

Aft  ]yei  were  honged  fast*  by  ])e  nekke 

yo&  ende]>  ]>e  fSeds  kny^f  wi]?  his  trecherye 

^f  euere  had  lad  his  lif  in  falsnesse  and  folye  884 
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He  was  honged  by  ])e  nek  and  nof  by  ]>e  puis 

])af  was  ]>e  mede  ]>at*  lie  bad  for  bis  faders  curs 

Sire  Otes  was  eldest  and  Gamelyn  was  jenge 

Wenten  to  ber  &endes  /  and  passed  to  ]>e  kinge  888 

pei  maden  pees  wi])  pe  king*  of  ]>e  best*  sise 

jDe  king*  loued  wel  sir  Ote  &  made  hjm  iusiise 

And  after  fe  king*  made  Gamelyn  in  est  and  in  west 

J3e  cheef  Justice  of  bis  free  forest*  892 

Alt  bis  wijf  jonge  men  ]>e  king*  forgaf  ber  gilt* 

And  sij>en  in  good  office  y  king*  ba])  bem  pilt* 

Tbus  wanne  Gamelyn  bis  land  and  bis  lede 

And  wreke  bim  on  bis  enemyes .  and  quytte  bem  ber  mede 

And  Sire  Ote  bis  bro]>er  made  bim  bis  beire 

And  Si])en  wedded  gamelyn  a  wif  good  and  faira 

Tbey  lyued  to-gidere  J)e  wbile  J>af  cr/st*  wolcl 

And  sij>en  was  Gamelyn  grauen  vnder  mold  900 

And  so  sbul  we  all  f  may  ]>er  no  man  fle 

God  bring*  vs  to  ]>at*  loye  f&if  euer  sbal  be 

here  ende]>  ]>e  tale  of  ]>6  Coke.) 

[The  Prologue  and  Tale  of  the  Shipman  foUow,  mthoui 
any  break  in  the  MS,] 
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of  Law^s  in  the  Petworth  MS  diflfers  from  the  order  adopted 
for  the  Six-Text,  no  farther  issue  of  the  separate  print  of 
the  Petworth  MS  will  take  place  until  the  Squire's  Tale  is 
issued  in  its  proper  order  in  the  Six-Text,  according  to  the 
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re$t 
Group 


of\ 

ffroup  C< 

araup  J>  < 

Group  b| 
Group  F< 

Chrcup  Q< 

Group  H 
Group   I 


MelibeuM 
Monk 
Nun's  Priest 

Doctor 
Pardoner 

Wife  of  Bath 

Friar 

Summoner 

Clerh 
Merchant 

SQUIRE 
I^anldin 

Second  Nun 
Canon't  Yeoman 


Manciple 
Parton 


Putworth  MS. 


Group  ¥  1 
Group  "E  2 

Group  T>< 

Group  E  1 
Group  P  2 

Group  O  I 
Group  0  I 

rest  of    ' 
Group  B  ' 

6froup  H 
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SQUIRE 

Merchant 

\W}fe 
Friar 
[  Summoner 
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Doctor 
Pardoner 

Thopae 
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\Monh 
[  Nun's  Priett 
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IT  And  C<m  Uafli,  bael-\ 

Thus  g77ine]>  ^e  prologe  of  J>e  Bhipman 

Nowe  firendes  seide  our  hoosf  so  dere  T  The  Ptdiog«. 

How  like]>  30U  by  lohfi  \q  pa9*donere 
ffor  he  ha]>  ynbokeled  wel  )>e  male 

He  ha]>  ys  tolde  li^f  a  thrifty  tale  4 

As  touching*  of  mysgouematmce 
I  prey  to  god  jeue  hym  good  chauncha 
As  ^e  han  heid  of  ])ise  retoures  )>re 

Kow  gentil  Maiynere  hertely  I  preye  fe  8 

Telle  YB  a  good  tale  and  ]>af  ri^t  anon 
If  shal  be  done  by  god  <&  by  seinf  lohn 
Seide  ])is  maiinere  as  wel  as  euer  I  can 
And  li^t  anoon  his  tale  he  bygan .  1 2 

IT  Thns  ende>  ^  prologe  of  ]>e  ahipman. 

[No  gap  in  the  MS^l 
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And  here  hjgyimejt  ]>e  ahipman  tale  [o»  t^/n,  back: 

AMarchaimt*  whilom  dwelled  in  seynf  denys 
J>af  riche  was  for  which  men  held  hjm  wys 
A  wif  he  had  of  excellent*  bewte 
And  companable  and  reuerenf  was  she 
Which  is  a  Jjing*  )>at*  canse)>  more  dispence 
])an  wor]>  is  al  J>e  cheie  and  reuerence  11 96 

]9af  men  hem  done  af  feestes  and  at'  daunces 
such  salutacions  and  countena?/nces 
PasseJ)  as  do]>  ]>e  shadowe  vpofi  a  watt 
But*  woo  is  hym  fat  payen  mote  for  att  1 200 

The  Sely  husboncJ  algate  he  mof  paye  , 

He  mote  vs  clojje  and  vs  aray 

ffor  his  owne  worship  richely  pcaf  75]  ' 

In  which  aray  we  dauncen  lolily  1204 

And  if  J>at*  he  may  not*  perauenture 
Or  ellis  list  noon  such  spence  endure 
But*  ]>enke])  pat*  it*  is  waast*  and  ylost* 
]>an  mote  ano])er  paien  for  pe  cost*  1208 

Or  lene  vs  gold  and  J>at*  is  perilous 
This  noble  marchaunt*  helde  a  noble  hous 
ffor  which  he  had  alday  greto  repayre 
ffor  his  largesse  and  for  his  wif  was  faire  1212 

y&if  wonder  is  but*  herkene])  to  my  tale 
Amonge  att  his  gestis .  grete  and  smale 
Ther  was  a  monk  a  faire  man  and  a  bold 
I  trowe  rxx**.  wynter  he  was  olde  1216 

That*  euer  in  oon  was  drowing*  to  pat*  place 
fiB  yonge  monk  ])at*  was  so  faire  of  face 
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Aqaeynted  was  so  vnp  )?at*  good  man 

[ 1220 


no  gap  in  the  M&] 

And  eke  f\a  monke  of^  vrhich  I  byganne  1224 

Were  l>of  twoo  ybom  in  oo  vilage 

fe  monke  hym  cleymed  as  for  cosynage 

And  lie  i^ein  sei)>  nof  ones  nay 

Buf  was  as  glad  J^eiof  as  foule  of  day  1228 

ffor  to  his  hert;*  if  was  a  grete  plesafice 

Thus  bene  )ei  knynf  wi]>  eteme  aliance 

And  eche  of  hem  gan  o]>er  ensure 

Of  bre})erode  fe  whiles  her  lif*  may  dure  1232 

f&ee  was  dan  lohn  and  namely  of  dispence 

As  in  ])af  hous  and  fill  of  diligence 

To  do  plesaunce  and  also  grete  costage 

He  formate  nof  to  jeue  )?e  lesf  page  1236 

In  alle  )»f  hous  buf  after  her  degre 

He  3au6  J>e  lord  and  si]7en  his  Mayne 

Whan  ))af  he  came  some  maner  honest  ])ing' 

ffor  which  J)ei  were  as  glad  of  his  commyng^  1240 

As  foule  is  fayne  whan  pe  sonne  vpriseth 

Ko  more  herof  as  nowe  for  ]p\a  suffise]? 

Buf  so  byfelle  fis  marchaunf  on  a  day 

Shope  hym  to  make  redy  his  aray  peat  76,  back} 

Towarde  pe  toune  of  Brugges  for  to  fare 

To  byen  )>er  a  porciown  of  ware 

ffor  which  he  h&p  to  Paris  senf  anon 

A  massagere  and  preied  ha)>  dafi  lohn  1248 

J»af  he  shuld  come  to  seynf  denys  to  pleyn 

Wip  hym  and  wij>  his  wif  a  day  or  tweyft 

Or  he  to  brugges  wenf  in  al  wise 

This  noble  monk  of  which  I  30U  devise  1 252 

Ha)>  of  his  abbof  as  hym  lisf  licence 

Bycause  he  was  a  man  of  high  pn^ence 
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And  eke  an  officere  out*  forto  ride 

To  seen  her  graunges  and  her  beemes  wide  1 256 

And  ynto  seint  denys  lie  commep  anofl 

Wlio  was  so  welcome  as  my  lorcl  daii  loBfi 

Our  dere  cosyn  ftd  of  curtesie 

With  him  brou^f  he  a  lubbe  of  Malnesie  1260 

And  eke  anoJ>er  ful  of  fyne  vernage 

As  volatile  as  ay  was  his  his  vsage 

And  fua  I  lat*  hem  .ete.  boj)  drink<  and  playe 

This  merchaunf  and  J>is  monk  a  day  or  twaye  1264 

The  .iij.  day  pla  Marchaunte  vp  snaep 

And  on  his  nede  sadly  hjm  avisel^ 

And  vp  into  his  counter  hous  go]>  he 

To  rekne  wi)>  him  self  as  wel  may  be  1268 

Of  pUk  ^ere  hou  ]>at*  it*  yrip  hym  stode 

And  how  he  despended  had  his  good 

And  3if  Jjat*  he  encresed  were  or  nofi 

His  bokes  and  his  bagges  mony  oil  1272 

He  leij)  to-fore  him  on  his  countyng*  boord 

£ful  riche  was  his  tresour  and  his  hor<) 

fifor  whiche  ful  fasf  his  counter  door  he  shetto 

And  eke  he  nold  J)at«  no  man  shulcl  hym  leite  1276 

Of  his  acomptes  for  pQ  mene  tyme 

And  ])us  he  sitte  til  if  was  passed  pnme 

Dan  lohn  was  risen  in  ])e  morowe  also 

And  in  pe  Gardyne  walked  to  and  fro  1280 

And  hskp  his  ))inggeB  seide  ful  curteisly  peaf  76] 

This  good  wif  come  walking*  prively 

Into  pQ  Gardyne  J>er  he  walked  soft* 

And  hym  salueth  as  he  ha)>  dofi  ful  off  1284 

A  mayden  childe  cam  in  her  companye 

Which  as  hure  lusf  she  may  gouem  and  gye 

fifor  ^if  yndere  ]7e  ^eerd  was  pe  mayde 

O  deer  Cosyn  myn  daii  lohn  she  seide  1288 

What*  eile^  30U  so  rathe  to  arise 

Nece  quod  he  it'  au^f  ynough  eof&se 
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V.  homes  forto  slepe  vpon  a  nyjt 

Bnf  if  weie  for  an  olde  palled  wijt*  1292 

As  ben  J^ise  wedded  men  ]>af  lye  andi  dare 

As  in  a  forme  sitte  a  wery  hare 

Were  al  foiHstraughf  wi^  hoimdes  g7'ete'a7K2  smale 

But*  dere  nece  whi  hen  3e  so  pale  1296 

I  trowe  certes  ]Mit*  oure  good  man 

Ha])  30W  labored  si)>  )>e  nyghf  bygan 

Thaf  30U  were  nede  to  resten  hastely 

And  wij)  Jwit*  word  he  lough  fal  merely  ISOd 

And  of  his  owne  J^on^f  he  wex  al  rede 

This  faire  wif  gan  to  shake  her  hede 

And  seide  \ma  /  ^e  god  wote  al  qnod  she 

Nay  Cosin  myne  if  stonf  nof  so  wi)>  me  1304 

ffor  by  )».f  god  J>af  jane  me  sanle  and  Hf 

In  afi  ]>e  rewme  of  fisnnce  is  \eT  no  wif 

^af  lasse  lusf  ha])  to  do  ])af  sorie  play 

for  I  may  syngen  alas  and  wele  away  1308 

Thaf  I  was  bom  bnf  no  wi^f  qwod  she 

I  dar  nof  tellen  how  if  stanf  yrCf  me 

werfore  I  ])enk*  ouf  of  ]>is  lond  to  wende 

Or  ellis  of  my  self  to  make  an  ende  1312 

80  fnl  I  am  of  drede  and  eke  of  care 

\\a  monk*  bygan  Tpon  ]n8  wif  to  stare 

A  saide  alas  nay  nece  god  f  orbede 

^f  3e  for  eny  sorowe  or  eny  drede  1316 

fforto  30ure  self  buf  telle]>  me  ^yyur  greef  tiMf  tb,  twokj 

Perauenture  I  may  in  joure  meschief 

Conseile  or  helpe  wnd  |)erfor  telle))  me 

AUe  3oar  avis  for  if  shal  be  secre  1320 

ffor  on  my  portooe  I  make  an  0^ 

])af  neuere  in  my  lif^  for  leef  ne  lo]>e 

Ne  shal  I  of  no  counsaile  ^on  by-wrey 

\^  same  i^ein  to  )on  qnod  she  I  seie  1324 

By  god  and  by  \\a  portoos  I  swore 

^  men  me  wold  al  into  peces  tere 
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'Ne  shal  I  neuer  forto  goo  to  belle 

Bywrey  a  word  of  fing*  J>at*  ^e  me  telle  1328 

Noii3t*  for  no  cosinage  ne  alliance 

But*  verrely  for  loue  and  afi&ance 

Thus  bene  pei  sworn  and  here  Tpon  kisf 

And  eche  of  hem  tolcJ  ofer  what*  hew  list*  1332 

Cosjn  quod  she  if  I  had  a  space 

As  I  haue  non  namely  in  pis  place 

fan  wold  I  tellen  a  legen<J  of  my  lif ' 

])af  I  suffiied  haue  8i]>  I  was  a  wif*  1336 

WiiJi  myn  husbond  al  fougfi  he  be  ^our  cosyfl 

Way  quod  f  is  monke  by  god  4*  by  seinf  Martyn) 

He  nys  no  more  Cosyn  vnto  me 

))an  IS  )>is  leef  ]7af  honge]y  on  pe  tree  1340 

I  clepe  hym  so  by  seinf  denys  in  £&aunce 

To  haue  f  e  more  cause  of  a^jueyntaunce 

Of  30we  pe  which  I  haue  loued  specialy 

A-b6uen  al  wowzmen  sikerly  1344 

fia  swere  I  jou  on  my  professioun 

Telle))  30ur  greef  lest*  he  come  adotm 

And  haste])  30U  and  goo))  ^oure  way  anoft 

My  dere  loue  quod  she  o  dan  lohn  1348 

tful  leef  me  were  fis  counsaile  to  hide 

But  out*  if  mote  /  if  may  no  lengere  bide 

My  husbond  is  to  me  fe  worsf  man 

faf  euer  was  eip  p\a  world  bygan  1352 

Buf  Bipen  I  am  a  wif  if  sitte  nof  to  me  [i«iif  77] 

To  telle  no  wighf  of  our  pnuete 

Nei))er  in  bedde  ne  in  noon  oper  place 

€rod  shild  I  shuld  telle  if  for  his  grace  1356 

A  wif  ne  shuld  nof  seye  of  her  husbond 

Buf  al  honure  as  I  can  vnderstonde 

Saue  vnto  )ou  pus  moche  telle  I  shal 

As  helpe  me  god  he  nys  nof  wor|)  af  al  1360 

In  no  degre  pe  valewe  of  a  flee 

Buf  jif  me  greue])  mosf  his  nygarde 
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And  wel  ^e  wote  fa,V  wommen  natuielly 

desiren  ]>ingges .  sex  as  wel  as  1 .  1364 

J»ei  wolden  ])at*  her  liiisbonci  sliuld  be 

Hardy  and  wise .  riche  and  J^erio  free 

And  boxom  to  his  wif  and  £ressh  abedde 

£at<  hj  >at*  ilk  lord  J>af  for  vs  bledde  1368 

ffor  his  hononre  my  seK  to  aray 

A  sonday  next*  I  mote  pay 

An  C.  firankes  or  eUis  am  I  lorn 

^iif  were  me  leuere  ]>af  I  were  ynborfl  1372 

^an  me  were  done  a  sclaunder  or  vilanye 

And  if  myn  husbonde  eke  my3t*  espie 

I  nere  bnt*  lost  and  perfor  I  30U  prey 

lene  me  ]>is  somme  and  ellis  mote  I  dey  1376 

Danne  lohJi  I  seie  lene  me  J^ise  hundred  frankes 

Parde  I  wold  nof  faile  J>e  my  J)onkes 

If  |Kif  3on  lust  to  do  ]>at*  I  30U  pray 

ffor  a  certeyn  day  I  wil  30W  pay  1380 

And  to  do  ^ou  what^  plesaunce  and  seruyse 

faV  I  may  do  right  as  ^on  list*  devise 

And  but*  I  do  god  take  on  me  vengeance 

Ab  foule  as  had  genylofl  of  fi&aunce  1384 

This  gentil  monke  answerd!  in  ]>is  manure 

Nowe  trewly  myn  owne  lady  dere 

I  hane  quod  he  on  jow  so  grete  a  rou])e 

^f  I  jowe  Bwere  and  pli3t*  30U  my  troufe  1388 

That*  whan  30ure  husbonde  is  to  fflaundres  fare    [leaf  77.  back] 

I  wil  delyuere  ^owe  out*  of  fis  worldes  care 

I  wil  bringen  30U  an  C.  frankes 

And  wip  ])af  he  kaughf  hure  by  pe  shankes  1392 

And  hire  enbrased  harde  and  kissed  oft* 

Gro]>  now  ^oure  way  quod  he  al  stille  and  soiV 

And  laf  vs  dyne  as  sone  as  eaere  30  may 

ffor  by  my  children  it  is  prime  of  day  1396 

€ro]y  nowe  and  be^  as  trewe  as  I  shal  be 

Kowe  ellLs  god  forbede  sire  quod  she 
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And  for]>  she  goo]>  as  lelous  as  a  pye 

And  had  fe  Cokes  ])af  pei  shvld  hem  hie  1400 

So  ]>af  men  my3f  dyne  and  )^af  anon 

Vp  to  her  husbond  is  J)is  wif  gofl 

And  knokke])  at*  his  counter  boldely 

Quy  la  quod  he .  Peter  if  am  I  1 404 

Quod  she  what*  howe  longe  wol  ^e  £asf 

How  longe  tyme  wil  ^q  rekken  and  casf 

3oure  sommes  joure  hokes  and  ^o\ae  ]>ingge8 

pQ  deuel  haue  part*  on  al  suche  rekenyngges  1408 

je  han  ynogh  panle  of  goddes  sonde 

Come  doune  to  day  and  lat*  ^oure  hagge  stonde 

Ke  he  36  not*  ashamed  ]>af  dafi  lohii 

Shal  fasting*  al  ]>is  day  elenge  gon  1412 

What*  lat*  vs  here  masse  and  go  dyne 

Wiff  quod  f  is  man  litel  canst*  f  ou  devyne 

J;e  Curious  hysynes  paV  we  haue 

ffor  of  Ys  Chapmen  so  god  me  saue  1416 

And  hy  ])af  lord  ])af  called  is  seint*  yye 

Scai'cely  amonges  .xij.  tweyn  shul  pnve 

Contynuely  lasting*  vnto  our  age 

We  may  wel  make  chere  and  good  visage  1420 

And  driye  for]>  pe  world  as  if  may  he 

And  kepen  our  estate  in  pWuete 

Til  we  be  dede  or  ellis  f  af  we  pleye 

A  pilgrymage  or  gon  ouf  of  j»e  weye  1424 

And  perfoT  haue  I  grete  necessite  [iMrTfl] 

Vpon  )>is  queynf  worl<J  to  avise  me 

ffor  euermore  we  mote  stonde  in  drede 

Of  happe  and  fortune  in  our  chapmanhede  1428 

To  fflaundres  wil  I  goo  to  morowe  af  day 

And  come  a^ein  as  sone  as  eue7*e  I  may 

ffor  which  my  dere  wif  I  pe  hiseke 

As  he  to  euery  wighf  buxom  anc?  meke  1432 

And  forto  kepe  our  good  be  Curious 

And  honestly  goueme  wel  oure  houa 
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Thow  haflt*  nowe  in  euery  maner  wise 

^at*  to  a  ))Tifty  hnsbonde  may  sufi&se  1436 

ye  lackej)  noon  araje  ne  no  vitaile 

Of  siluere  in  ]>i  purs  ]k>u  maist*  not*  faile 

And  wi]>  pB,V  worde  his  counter  door  he  shette 

And  doune  he  go)>  no  lenger  nol(}  he  lette  1440 

And  hastely  a  masse  was  ]>ere  saide 

And  spedely  ))e  tables  were  ylade 

And  to  \>e  dyner  fast*  )>ei  hem  spedde 

And  richely  piB  monke  ])e  chapman  fedde  1444 

And  after  dynere  daun  lohn  soberly 

This  Chapman  toke  a-parf  al  pnuely 

he  seide  him  ^ua  Cosyn  it*  stonde))  soo 

Jaf  wel  I  see  to  brugges  ^e  wil  goo  1448 

Crod  and  seinf  Anstyn  speke  30U  and  gide 

I  prei  30U  Cosyn  wisly  )>af  ^e  ride 

Goneme]>  jou  also  of  ^oure  diete 

And  temperaly  and  namely  in  pia  hete  1452 

Bitwix  vs  twey  nede])  no  stronge  fare 

fiare  wel  Cosyn  god  kepe  30U  fro  care 

9if  eny  J)inge  fer  be  by  day  or  by  ny^f 

K  if  ligge  in  my  power  and  in  my  myjt*  1456 

J)af  je  me  wil  cofnmannde  in  ony  wise 

If  shal  be  dofi  ri^f  as  ^e  wil  devise 

Oon  f ing*  er  Jaf  je  gofl  if  fat  3it  may  be 

I  wol<J  prei  30U  forto  lene  me  1460 

An  C  fi&ankes  for  a  weke  or  twey 

ffor  certeyn  beestes  I  mof  beye 

To  store  wif  a  place  J>af  is  owres  {i^t  78,  immIc] 

God  helpe  me  so  1  wolde  if  were  3oiiTe8  1464 

I  shal  nof  faile  swerly  of  my  day 

Nou3f  for  a  Mt.  frankes  a  myleway 

Buf  laf  fis  finge  be  secre  I  30U  prey 

And  god  of  heuene  spede  30U  in  3oure  weye  1468 

And  fare  nowe  wele  myn  owne  cosyn  dere 

Graunf  mercy  of  30ure  cosf  &  of  joure  chere 
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This  noble  Merchaunt*  gentely  anofi 

Answerda  and  seide .  O  cosyn  da&  lolxn  1472 

Nowe  sikerly  pis  is  a  smal  request* 

My  golt*  is  joTires  whan  )>af  ^ou  lest* 

And  not*  oonlj  my  golcJ  but*  my  chaffare 

Take  what*  30U  lest*  god  shilde  }>af  90  spare  1476 

But*  00  Jinge  is  ^e  knowe  it*  wel  ynogh 

Of  Chapmen  J>at*  her  money  is  her  plou^e 

"We  may  creaunce  while  we  haue  a  name 

But*  goldelees  forto  be  is  no  game  1480 

Paye  it*  a3ein  whan  it*  litfi  in  30ure  ese 

Aftere  3oure  my^t*  fayn  wol<J  I  30U  plese 

Thise  hundred  firankes  he  fette  forJ>  anon 

And  pn'uely  he  toke  it*  to  dan  lohn  1 484 

No  wijt*  in  al  pis  world  wist*  of  pis  lone 

Sauyng*  pis  merchaunt*  and  dan  lohn  allone 

pei  dronken  and  romen  and  gofi  to  pleye 

Til  pat*  dafl  lohn  ridep  to  his  abbay  1488 

pe  mom  come  and  forp  pis  merchaunte  ridep 

To  fBaundres  warcJ  his  prentis  wel  hym  gidep 

Til  he  came  into  brugges  merely 

Now  gop  pis  merchaunt*  fast*  and  bisily  1492 

Aboute  his  nede  and  biep  and  creaunsep 

He  neiper  pleiep  at  pe  dis  ne  daunsep 

But*  as  a  merchaunt*  shortely  forto  telle 

he  lad  his  lif  and  per  I  lete  hym  dwelle  1496 

IT  The  sonday  next*  po  merchaunt*  was  a-gofl 

To  seynt  Denys  y-commen  is  daii  lohn 

Wip  croune  and  berde  fressH  and  newe  yshane 

In  al  pe  hous  per  nas  so  lite  a  knaue  [leaf  79] 

Ne  no  wi^f  ellis  pat*  he  nas  fayfl 

ffor  pat*  my  lord  daun  lohii  was  come  ajayfl 

And  shortely  to  her  poynf  forto  gofi 

This  faire  wif  acoixiep  to  daun  lohn  1504 

And  for  pise  hundred  &ankes  he  shuld  al  nyjt* 

Haue  her  in  his  armes  bolt*  ypri3f 
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And  fiB  acoide  p6rfourmed  was  in  dede 

In  myrHi  al  ny3t*  a  bysj  lif  ]>ei  lede  1508 

Til  itf»  was  day  faf  dan  lohik  went*  liis  way 

And  bad  }e  mayne  fsie  wele  and  haue  good  day 

ffor  noon  of  hem  ne  no  w^t  in  J>e  toun 

Han  of  dan  lohn  none  suspecioun  1512 

And  for])  he  iide]>  home  to  his  abbaye 

Or  wher  hym  lust*  no  more  of  hyw  I  saie 

IT  This  maichannf  whan  p&V  ended  was  ]>e  fare 

To  seint*  Denys  he  gan  forto  repare  1516 

And  wip  his  wif  he  make)>  feesf  and  chere 

And  telle]!  her  ])af  chaffare  is  so  dere 

^t*  nedes  most*  he  make  a  cheuysance 

ffor  he  was  bonnden.in  a  reconysafice  1520 

To  pay  xx^.  ^ousancl  sheldes  afion 

ffor  which  Jris  marchaonf  is  wonf  to  gofl 

To  borowe  of  certeyfl  frendes  fat  he  hadde 

A  certeyn  fi&annkes  and  somTTie  wit^  hym  he  ladde     1524 

And  whan  he  was  come  into  )>e  toun 

ffor  greets  cheerte  and  grete  affeccioun 

Ynto  daft  lohfi  him  first*  he  go]>  to  pley 

Nonjf  for  to  borowe  of  hym  no  money  1528 

But^  forto  witf  and  see  of  his  welfeure 

And  for  to  tellen  him  of  his  chaffare 

As  frendes  done  whan  ]>ei  ben  mette  in  fere 

Dail  lohn  him  make])  feest  and  mery  chere  1532 

And  he  him  tol<l  a3ein  ful  specialy 

Howe  he  had  boujf  ful  wel  &  graciously 

Thonked  be  god  al  hole  his  m^rchaundyse 

Sane  ])at*  he  mosf  in  al  manere  wise         [i«af  79,  back]     1536 

Maken  a  chevisaunce  as  for  his  beste 

And  ^an  shuld  he  be  in  loye  and  reste 

Dail  lohfi  answers)  Certes  I  am  fayn 

^t*  je  in  hele  be  commen  home  i^eyfi  1540 

And  if  ya,if  I  were  riche  as  haue  I  blisse 

Of  xx^  Mt.  sheldes  shnldesf  pan  not*  mysse 
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ffor  )e  so  kindely  ])is  oj^er  day 

Lent*  me  gold  and  as  I  can  and  maje  1544 

I  ]>onke  30a  by  god  and  by  seint^  lame 

£uf  na])elee8 1  toke  ynto  our  dame 

joure  wif  at*  home  fe  same  gold  i^ein 

Vpon  jonre  benche  she  wote  if  wel  certeyil  1548 

By  certeyne  tokens  J>af  I  can  her  telle 

Now  by  jottr  leue  I  may  no  lenger  dwelle 

Our  abbot*  wil  out*  of  ]>is  toun  anofl 

And  in  his  company  I  mof  goil  1552 

Grete  wele  our  dame  myn  owene  nece  swete 

And  fare  wele  dere  cosyn  to  we  mete 

IT  This  Marchaunt*  wij)  J»t*  was  fill  ware  and  wys 

Creannsed  ha)>  and  eke  paide  in  Paris  1556 

To  certeyn  lumbardes  redy  in  her  handes 

This  some  of  gol(}  and  gate  of  hem  ]>e  bandes  / 

And  home  he  go]>  mery  as  a  popeniaye 

ffor  wel  he  knewe  he  stood  in  such  araye  1560 

fa,V  nedes  most*  he  wynne  in  such  a  yiage 

A  ]>otisan(l  firankes  aboue  al  his  costage 

His  wif  ful  redy  mette  hym  at*  fe  gate 

As  she  was  wont*  of  olde  ysage  algate  1564 

And  all  fat*  ny3t*  in  myrthe  fei  bysette 

ffor  he  was  riche  and  cleerly  out*  of  dette 

IT  Whan  if  was  day  fia  m^rchaunf  gan  enbiace 

His  wif  al  newe  and  kissed  hii*  on  hii'  face  1568 

And  yp  he  gopQ  and  make]>  if  wonder  toogh 

No  more  quod  she  by  god  je  haue  ynogh 

And  wantonly  c^ein  wi])  hjm  she  pleide 

Til  af  }e  lasf  }>af  ])is  mercliaunf  seide  [\eaiw:      1572 

By  god  quod  he  I  am  a  litel  wroth 

WiJ  jou  my  wif  al-)K)  if  be  me  loth 

And  wote  je  why  by  god  as  ])af  I  gesse 

ffor  30  haue  made  a  m&nere  straungenesse  1576 

Bytwixen  me  and  my  cosyn  daun  lohn 

}e  shuld  haue  warned  me  er  I  had  gofi 
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|»f  he  had  )on  an  hundred  fcannkes  paide 

By  redy  token  and  he  hym  held  end  paide  1580 

ffor  f&^  I  to  him  8pdk»  of  cheaysance 

He  aemed  so  as  by  his  countenaflce 

Baf  na^lees  by  god  heuen  kinge 

I  yovL}^  nof  to  axe  of  hym  no  J^inge  1584 

I  piey  ye  wif  ne  do  no  more  soo 

Telle  me  alway  er  f&if  I  fro  ))e  goo 

If  eny  dettot^r  h&p  in  myn  absence 

Tpaide  fe  lesf  ]K)igh  J^ine  negligence  1588 

I  my^t*  him  axe  as  pinff  f&V  he  h&p  paide 

This  wif  was  not^  affeid  ne  affiraied . 

Bot^  boldely  sche  seide  and  ))at*  anofi 

Mary  I  diffie  }»af  fals  monk  dafi  lohn .  1592 

I  kepe  nof  of  his  tokens  neuer  a  dele 

He  toke  me  certeyn  gold  ))is  wote  I  wele 

What*  enel  thedom  on  his  monkes  snoute 

ffor  god  if  wote  I  went*  wijK)ut*  doute  1596 

^af  he  had  )oue  if  me  by  cause  of  jowe 

To  do  fer-wij  myn  honure  arid  my  prowe 

ffor  Cosynage  and  eke  for  bele  chere 

^f  he  ha}»  hadde  ful  often  tyme  here  1600 

But*  si^n  I  see  I  stonde  in  su(£  disioynt* 

I  wil  answere  jou  shortely  to  Je  poynt* 

30  haue  moo  sdakker  dettot^rs  fan  am  I 

for  I  wil  pay  30W  wel  and  redely  1604 

ffro  day  to  day  and  if  so  be  I  fstile 

I  am  30UTe  wif  score  if  on  my  taile 

And  I  shal  paye  as  sone  as  euer  I  may 

ffop  by  my  trouj^e  I  haue  on  myn  aray      [leaf  so,  uck]     1608 

And  nouhf  on  waasf  bystowed  euery  dele 

And  for  I  haue  bystowed  if  so  wele 

To  30ure  honour  for  goddes  sake  I  say 

As  be  nof  wro]>  buf  laf  ys  laugti  and  play  1612 

5e  shullen  my  loly  body  haue  to  wedde 

By  god  I  nyl  nof  paye  30U  buf  abedde 
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ffor^eue  it^  me  myn  owne  spouse  deie 

Tome  hiderwaicl  and  make  better  chere  1616 

This  Marchaunte  seye  p&r  was  no  remedye 

And  forto  chide  it*  ner  but*  foly 

Syrens  ])af  ))e  ])ing*  may  nof  amended  be 

Now  wif  he  seide  and  I  foigeue  if  J>e  1620 

Baf  be  );i  lif  ne  be  no  more  so  large 

kepe  bette  my  good  fia  ^eue  I  ^e  in  charge 

);iis  enden  now  my  tale  and  god  vs  sende 

Tailling*  y-nowe  into  our  lynes  ende .  1624 

IT  Thiu  ende])  ye  shipmannys  tale 

[No  break  in  the  MS."] 
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Y  ]>eprologtt. 

And  here  bygynne);  ye  prologe  of  ye  pnores.  cm  i^q/eo,  back} 

WEI  Beidf  by  corpus  dominua  quod  our  hoste 
]S"ow  longe  mote  J)ou  saile  by  J)e  costs 
Sire  Gentile  Maistei*  gentyl  marynere 
God  36ue  ^e  monk  a  Mt.  last*  quade  3ere  1628 

A  ha  feloTV'es  be^  ware  of  suc&  a  lapo 
f)e  Monk*  put*  in  ^e  mannys  bode  an  ape 
And  in  his  wyues  eke  by  seinf  Austyii 
Drawef  no  mo  monkes  into  ^our  Inne  1632 

Buf  now  passe  ouer  &  lat«  vs  seke  aboute 
"Who  shal  now  telle  firsf  of  al  J>e  route 
Anofer  tale  and  wi))  ^af  word  he  saide 
As  curteisly  as  it*  had  bene  a  Mayde  1636 

My  lady  Priores  by  ^oure  leue 
So  ^at*  I  wist*  I  shulde  30U  not*  greue 
I  woldd  deme  ))at*  36  telle  shuldf 

A  tale  next*  if  so  be  ])at*  3e  woldf  1640 

Now  wil  3e  vouche  sauf  my  lady  dere 
Gladly  quod  she  and  seide  in  yls  manere.  [leaf  si] 

Thiu  ende])  pe  prologe. 

[No  break  in  the  MS.^ 
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And  here  hjgymiep 
]>e  Fnores  tale  of  Alma  redemptoris  mater. 

[The  Prologue,] 

Olord  oi]xloid);iname  how  mcrveilous  JJ^"**^*"**) ^  - 
Is  in  ]>is  large  world  ysprad  quod  she  ^  ^riottB  tale     j 
ffor  noujt*  only  pi  laude  precious 
Perfourmed  is  by  men  of  dignite  1G46 

But*  by  ))e  moufe  of  Children  fi  bounto 
Perfourmed  is  for  in  our  brest*  soukinge 
Somtyme  shewen  J>ei  J)ine  heryinge  1649 

%  Wherfor  in  laude  as  I  can  best*  and  may 

Of  fe  and  of  ]>e  white  lile  floure 

Which  fat*  f e  bare  and  art*  a  maide  alway 

To  telle  a  storie  I  wol  do  my  labours  1653 

Nou3t*  fat*  I  may  encrece  her  honouid 

for  she  he[r]  self  is  honure  and  perto  rote 

Of  bounte  next*  her  sone  of  soules  bote  1656 

0  Modere  Mayden  o.  maiden  modei*  fre 

0  bussh  vnbrent*  brennyng*  in  Moises  sijt* 

But*  vanysshej)  doune  fro  pe  deite 

Jiorgh  fine  humblesse  fe  goost*  fat  in  f  li3t*  1660 

Of  whos  vertue  whan  he  in  fine  herf  ali^f 

Conceyued  was  f  e  faders  sapience 

Helpe  me  to  telle  it*  in  fi  reuerence  1663 

LAdy  f i  bounte  and  fine  magnificence 

f  i  vertue  and  f  i  grete  humilite 

f  er  piay  no  f  ing*  expresse  in  no  science 

fPor  somtyme  lady  er  men  preie  to  f e  1667 

J)ow  gost*  byforn  of  f  i  benignite 

And  getest*  vs  to  li3t*  f  orgh  f  i  preirc 

To  gyden  vs  vnto  fi  sonne  so  clere  1670 
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My  Conyng*  is  to  waike .  o  blesful  quene 

fforto  declare  \>i  grete  wor))iiie6se  [leaf  si,  XmOiZ 

Jjat*  I  ne  may  f  e  weght*  nof  stisteyne 

Bat*  as  a  cliilde  of  xij  mon])e  elde  or  lesse  1674 

]>at*  can  ynne))e8  eny  word  expresse 

Ri3f  BO  fare  I  and  ferfore  I  3owe  preye 

Gide);  my  songe  ^af  I  shal  of  30a  seie  1677 


[THE  TALE,] 

Ther  was  a  cliild?  in  a  grete  Cito 
Amonges  cristen  folk<  in  Iwerye 
Susteyned  by  a  lord  of  faf  cuntre 

ffor  foule  vsnre  &  lucre  of  vilany  1681 

Hatfiil  to  Crist*  and  to  liia  companye 
And  );orghe  fe  strete  men  myjf  ride  &  wende 
ffor  it  was  fre  and  open  at*  euery  ende  1684 

A  litel  scole  of  Cnsten  folk  f  cr  stode 

DoTine  at*  fe  ferj>er  ende  in  which  per  were 

Children  an  hepe  ycome  of  cnstes  blode 

Jjat*  lemed  in  fat*  scole  3ere  by  ^ere  1688 

Such  manere  doctrine  as  men  ysed  pene 

Jiis  is  to  saie  to  syngen  and  to  rede 

As  smale  children  done  in  her  childhede .  1691 

Amonges  fise  children  was  a  widowes  sone 

A  litel  Clergioun  .Y\j.  jere  of  age 

J?at*  day  by  day  to  scole  was  his  wone 

And  eke  also  wher  he  segh  fe  ymage  1695 

Of  cristes  modere  had  he  in  ysage 

As  him  was  taujt  to  knele  adoun  and  seie 

His  Aue  marye  as  he  go))  by  pe  weye  1698 
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Thi3B  ha^  fia  widowe  her  litel  childe  tai^t* 

Our  blesful  lady  cnstes  moder  dere 

To  worship  ay  and  he  foigate  if  nou^if 

ffor  sely  child?  wil  alday  sone  lere  1702 

But*  ay  whan  I  remembre  me  on  Jia  matere 

Seint*  Nicholas  stant*  euere  in  my  presence  peafss] 

ffor  he  80  jonge  to  cnst*  did  reuerence  1705 

This  childe  his  litel  boke  lemynge 

Afi  he  satte  in  jfe  scole  at*  his  prymere 

He  Alma  redemptoris  /  herd  singe 

As  Childien  lered  her  antiphonere  1709 

And  as  he  duret*  he  drow  hjm  ner  and  nere 

And  barkened  ay  pe  wordes  and  pe  note 

Til  he  J)e  first*  vers  coufe  al  by  rote  1712 

Hon^t*  wist*  he  what  J)e  latyn  was  to  say 

ffor  he  so  jonge  and  tender  was  of  age 

But*  on  a  day  his  felawe  gan  he  pray 

To  expoune  hym  pe  songe  in  his  langage  1716 

Or  tellen  him  whi  pia  songe  was  in  vsage 

This  preide  he  hym  to  construe  and  declare 

fful  ofte  tyme  ypon  his  knees  bare  1719 

His  felawe  which  ])af  elder  was  ^an  he 

Answerd  him  ]>us  pia  songe  I  haue  herd  say 

Was  maked  of  our  blisful  lady  fre 

Her  to  saluo  and  eke  her  forto  pray  1723 

To  bene  our  helpe  and  socour  whan  we  dey 

I  Can  no  more  expounde  in  pis  matere 

I  leme  songe  I  can  buf  smal  gramere  1726 

And  is  ]7is  songe  ymade  in  Eeuerence 

Of  Crifltes  modere  seide  fis  Innocent* 

Kow  certes  I  wil  done  my  diligence 

To  Gonne  if  er  cristmaa  be  went*  1730 

P£TW0&TH  172  (6-T.  184) 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


SIX-TEXT    185 

OROUP  B.   §  6.   prioress's  tale.  Petwortli  MS.    173- 

J)oo  fat*  I  for  my  pnmere  shal  be  shenf 

And  shal  be  beten  Juries  in  an  houre 

I  wil  if  konne  our  lady  to  honouie  1733 

BQs  felawe  taujf  hym  homwardf  pnuely 

flfro  day  to  daye  til  he  coufe  it*  by  rote  [u»f  82,b«5kj 

And  ]>an  he  songe  it  wel  and  boldely 

flfro  word  to  word  acording*  to  ]>e  note  1737" 

fiise  on  a  day  it*  passe))  ^oigh  his  ^rote 

To  scoleward  and  hamward  whan  he  went* 

On  cristes  modeie  sette  was  his  entent*  1740 

As  I  haue  seide  )K)rgfe-oute  f  e  Iwerye 

fia  childe  as  he  came  to  and  froo 

flfrd  merely  J)an  wold?  he  singe  and  crye 

On  alma  redemptoris  euermoo  1 744 

The  swetnesse  hap  his  herf  perced  so 

Of  cristes  modere  fat*  to  hir  to  prey 

he  can  not*  stint*  of  syngyng*  by  fe  wey  1747 

Our  forst*  foo  fe  serpent*  Sathanas 

y&V  ha])  in  Iwes  his  waspes  nest* 

Vpswal  and  seide  o  Ebraike  puple  alas 

Is  ])is  a  fing*  to  jou  ])at*  his  honest*  1751 

fat*  sucfe  a  boy  shal  walken  as  hym  lest* 

In  30ure  despite  and  singgyng"  of  such  sentence 

Whicfe  is  ajeinst*  joure  lawes  reuerence  1754 

From  ]>ennes  forf  fe  Iwes  han  conspired 

This  Innocent*  out*  of  fis  worl(J  to  chace 

In  homycide  ferto  han  fei  hured 

faf  in  a  Aley  had  a  prive  place  1768 

And  as  fe  childe  gan  forby  forto  pace 

fis  cursed  Iwe  him  hent*  and  helde  fast* 

And  kitte  his  frote  and  in  a  pitte  hym  cast*  17G1; 
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I  say  faf  in  a  wardrobe  J)ei  hym  drwe 

Wlier  ]>af  ))ise  Iwes  purgen  entraile 

O  cursed  folk  of  herawdes  al  nwe/ 

Wliaf  may  joure  euel  tenf  jo*  availe  1765 

Mordere  wil  out*  if  wil  not*  faile  . 

And  namely  per  lionurd  of  god  sliulc)  sprede  peaf  ss] 

J>e  blood  out*  crie^  of  joure  cursed  dede  1768 

0  Matir  sounded  to  virginite 

Now  maist*  J)ow  syngen  folowing*  euere  in  ofi 

pe  white  lombe  celestial  quod  he 

Of  which  ))e  grete  eua^^ngelisf  seynt*  John  1772 

In  Pathmos  wrote  which  seyn  fei  fat  gon 

Byfore  ]>ia  lombe  and  singe  a  songe  al  nwe 

That*  ncuer  flesshly  wommen  ^ei  knewe  1 775 

This  poor  widowe  waite^  al  J>at*  nyjt* 

After  thiB  litel  childe .  but*  home  cam  he  nou3t* 

ffor  whom  as  sone  as  it*  is  daies  li^t* 

WiJ>  face  pale  for  drede  and  biay  Jjoujf  1779 

She  ha^  atte  scole  and  ellis  whe[re]  him  80U3t* 

Til  fynaly  she  gan  so  fer  espie 

]>at*  he  was  sene  last*  in  pe  Iwerye  1782 

Wip  moders  pite  in  her  brest*  enclosed 

She  gop  as  povL^e  she  were  half  out*  of  mynde 

To  euery  place  wher  she  ha]»  supposed 

By  liklihede  her  child  to  fynde  1 786 

And  euere  on  cristes  modere  meke  and  kynde 

She  cried  and  at*  pe  last*  pua  she  wroi^t* 

Amonge  pe  cursed  Iwes  she  him  sou3t*  1789 

She  freyne))  and  she  preie))  pitously 

To  euery  Iwe  Jat*  dwelte  in  J)ilk  place 

To  telle  her  if  her  child  went*  hem  bye 

)*ei  seiden  nay  but*  Ihesus  of  his  grace  17D3 
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3aue  in  her  fon^i^  inwi^  a  iitel  space 

That*  in  j>at*  place  after  her  sone  she  cried/ 

Ther  he  was  cast*  in  a  pitte  beside  1796 

0  grete  god  J>at*  perfoMrmed  fi  lawde 

By  niou]>e  of  Innocence  lo  here  ^i  my^t*  [i<»f  n,  back] 

This  Gemme  of  chastite  ^is  emeiande 

And  eke  of  Marterdom  fe  rubie  bri^f  1800 

Ther  he  wijj  ]7rote  y-corue  lay  vpri^t* 

He  alma  redemptoris  gan  to  singe 

So  longe  J)at«  al  fe  place  gan  to  rynge  1803 

The  Cristen  folk*  fat*  J)orgh  J>e  strete  went* 

Inne  comen  forto  wondren  on  yis  )>inge 

And  hastely  fei  for  Jje  prouost*  sent* 

He  come  anone  wiJ>-out*  tariynge  1807 

And  heriej)  crisf  J)at*  is  of  heuen  kynge 

And  eke  his  modere  honoure  of  man  kynde 

And  after  fat*  ]>e  Iwes  lete  he  bynde  1810 

This  child  wi])  pitous  lamentaciofi 

Vptaken  singyng*  his  songe  alway 

And  wi]7  honore  of  grete  processiofi 

j>ei  Carien  hym  to  Je  next*  abbay  1814 

His  modere  swownyng*  by  f  e  here  lay 

Vnnejjes  myjt*  fe  puple  fat*  was  fere 

f  is  new  RacheH  bring*  fro  his  here  1817 

Wif  torment*  and  vriih  shameful  def  ilkon 

This  prouost*  dof  f  ise  Iwes  to  sterue 

fat*  of  fis  mordre  wist*  and  fat*  anon 

He  nolde  none  such  cnrsediiesse  obserue  1821 

Euel  he  shal  haue  fat*  euel  wol  desenie 

J>erfore  wif  wilde  hors  he  did  hym  drawe 

And  after  fat*  he  henge  him  by  fe  lawe  1824 
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IT  Vppon  J>is  bere  ay  litfi  fis  Innocenf 

Byfom  fe  chief  auterd  whiles  masse  lasf 

And  after  ]iat<  pe  Abbot*  wip  his  Couenf 

had  spedde  hem  forto  bury  hym  fast*  1828 

And  whan  J>ei  holy  water  on  hym  cast* 

3it*  spake  J)e  child  whan  spreynt*  was  y  holy  watere     [if  m] 

And  songe  .0  alma  redemptoris  matere  1831 

This  Abbot*  which  J)at*  was  an  holy  man 

As  monkes  be  or  ellis  oujten  to  be 

fia  jonge  childe  to  coniure  pei  bygan 

And  saide  good  child  I  hailse  pe  1835 

Be  yertue  of  pe  holy  trinite 

Telle  me  what*  is  ^i  cause  to  singe 

SiJ^en  ]>af  pi  ])rote  is  kitte  at*  my  semynge  1838 

Hy  ]>rote  is  kitte  vnto  my  nek*  bone 

Saide  J)is  child  and  as  be  way  of  [kjynde 

I  shuld  haue  deied  longe  tyme  a-gone 

Buf  Ihesa  crisf  as  ^e  in  bokes  fynde  1842 

Wol  J>at*  his  glorie  last*  and  be  in  mynde 

And  for  pe  worship  of  his  moder  dere 

3if  may  I  singe  .0  Alma,  loude  and  clere  1845 

This  weUe  of  me[r]cye  cristes  modere  swete 

I  loued  alway  as  aftere  my  connyngd 

And  whan  ))an  I  my  lif  shuld  lete . 

To  me  she  cam  and  bad  me  for  to  singe  1849 

pia  Anteme  yerrely  in  my  mynd  deyinge 

As  je  han  herd .  and  whan  ])af  I  had  songe 

Me  jK)U}t*  she  leide  a  greyn  vpon  my  tonge  1862 

Wherfore  I  sioge  and  singe  mote  certeyn 

In  honure  of  pe  blisful  martere  ire 

Til  of  my  tunge  of  taken  is  fe  greyfi 

And  aftere  ]>at*  pxia  seide  she  to  me  1856 
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My  litel  childe  now  wol  I  fecche  fe 

Whan  jMif  J>e  greyn  is  fro  fi  tunge  ytake 

Be  not*  agasf  I  wil  ])e  not*  forsake  1859 

This  holy  monke  pla  ahbof  hym  mene  I 

His  tange  ouf  kanght*  and  toke  away  p*  greyn/    pear  84»  btck] 

And  he  jaue  vp  pQ  goost*  ful  softely 

And  whan  fe  abbot*  had  Jis  wonder  seyn  1863 

His  salte  teeies  striked  doun  as  reyn/ 

And  grof  he  fille  al  plat*  to  pe  ground 

And  stille  he  lay  as  he  had  bene  ybound  1866 

The  Couent*  eke  lay  vpon  Je  payment* 

Weping*  and  herying*  cristes  moder  dere 

And  after  Jjat*  J>ei  rise  and  forjj  bene  went* 

And  toke  away  fls  martere  fro  his  bere  1870 

And  in  a  toumebe  of  Marble  stonys  clere 

Enclosen  f  ei  his  litel  body  swete 

Ther  he  is  nowe  god  leue  vs  forto  mete  1873 

0  yonge  hngh  of  lyncoln  sclayn  also 

With  cursed  Iwes  as  if  is  notable 

ffor  if  nys  buf  a  litel  while  agoo 

Piei  eke  for  vs  we  sinful  folk  vnstable  1877 

f&if  of  his  mercy  god  so  merciable 

On  vs  his  grete  mercy  multiplie 

ffor  renerence  of  his  modern  marye .  1880 

^  Here  ende|»  fe  priores  tale. 
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,P„^  And  here  by.  ISJ,^". 

rixi  leffif       gynnes  }e  prologe  of  fe  man  of  lawe 

Ouxe  hoosf  segh  wel  fat*  f e  brijf  sonwe 
pQ  arke  of  ])is  artificial  day  hadde  roiiiie 
f  e  feerjj  part*  and  half  an  lioure  or  more 
And  ))ough  he  were  not*  depe  expert*  in  lore  4 

He  wist*  if  was  J>e  xviij.  day 
Of  Aprile  J>af  is  massagere  to  may 
And  seghe  wel  Jat*  J>e  sbadowe  of  euery  tre 
Was  as  in  length  ]>e  same  qnantite  8 

fat*  was  fe  body  erecte  Jat*  caused  it* 
And  ferfore  by  pe  sbadowe  he  toke  his  witte 
j)at*  Phebus  whicfe  Jat*  shoon  so  clere  and  brijt* 
Degrees  was  xlv,  clombe  on  hight*  12 

And  for  Jjaf  day  as  in  J>at*  latitude  Peof  as] 

Hit*  was  .X.  of  \>e  clok*  he  gan  conclude 
And  sodeynly  he  plijf  his  hors  about* 
Lordingges  quod  he  I  wame  jow  al  Jjis  route  16 

Jje  feer  party  of  fis  day  is  goofi 
Now  for  fe  loue  of  god  and  of  seint*  John 
Lese])  no  tyme  as  ferforf  as  ^e  may 

Lordingges  fe  tyme  it*  waste])  bof  ny3f  and  day  20 

And  stelej)  from  vs  what*  pnuely  slepinge 
And  what*  fourgh  neglygence  in  our  wakinge 
As  doJ>  pe  streme  ])at*  tume))  neuere  agayn  / 
Descending*  from  fe  mounteyn  into  playfl  24 

Wel  can  Senec*  and  many  a  philosophre 
Byweillen  tyme  more  fan  gold  in  Cofre 
ffor  losse  of  Catel  may  recouered  be 
But*  losse  of  tyme  shendej?  vs  qiiod  he  28 
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If  wil  not*  come  ajein  wijK)uten  drede 

No  more  J^an  wil  Malkyns  Maidenhede 

Whan  she  ha]>  lost*  if  in  her  wantonesse 

Laf  Ts  nouf  mowlen  )>us  in  Ydelnesse  32 

Sire  man  of  lawe  quod  he  so  haue  I  blesse 

Telle  vs  a  tale  anoon  as  forward^  es 

Je  bene  submitted  ))ourgh  ^our  &e  assent* 

To  stonden  in  pis  cas  at*  my  luggemenf  36 

Aquite^  30U  nowe  of  ^oure  biheest* 

^an  ban  30  done  ^oure  devoire  at*  pe  leest* 

Oost  quod  he  depardeux  ich.  assent* 

To  bieke  forwardi  is  not*  myfl  entent*  40 

Biheest*  is  dette  and  I  wil  holde  fayne 

Al  my  biheest*  I  can  no  better  seyne 

ffor  such  lawe  as  a  man  ^eue))  &noper  wi^t* 

He  shuld  hym  self  vsen  it*  by  rijt*  44 

Thus  wil  our  text*  but*  nafeles  certeyne 

I  can  Ti3f  now  no  trusty  tale  seyne 

fat*  chaucere  Jjou^t*  he  can  but*  lewdely 

On  meters  and  in  rymyng*  craftely  48 

Ha])  seide  hem  in  such  englissh  as  he  can  (iMf8<^*i»c^l 

Of  olde  tyme  as  knowejj  mony  a  man 

And  if  he  haue  noujt*  seide  hem  leue  brofei^ 

In  00  bote  he  haf  seide  in  a-noJ)«r  52 

ffor  he  haj  told  of  louers  vp  and  do«n 

Moo  fan  Ovide  made  mencioun 

In  his  Epistels  ]iat*  bene  ful  olde 

What*  shuld  I  tellen  hem  sij)  fei  be  tolde  56 

In  3ou])e  he  made  of  Ceys  and  Alcione 

And  sif  haj  he  spoke  of  euerychone 

Thise  noble  wyues  and  fise  louyers  eke 

Who  so  J^af  wol  his  large  volom  seke  60 

Cleped  ye  Seintes  legende  of  Cupide 

Jer  may  he  see  Jje  large  woundes  wide 

Of  lucresse  and  of  Babylan  Tysbe 

J>e  sweni  of  Dido  for  fe  fals  ene  64 
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The  tre  of  Phillis  for  hir  demophon 

J)e  pleynte  of  Dyanyre  and  of  Hermyon 

Of  Andrian  and  of  ysiphilee 

j)e  barayn  Isle  stonding^  in  ))e  see  68 

pe  dreynf  leander  for  his  erro 

The  teres  of  Elyne  and  eke  fe  woo 

Of  Brixseid  and  of  Je  ladomya 

The  cruelte  of  quene  Medea  /  72 

)?e  litel  children  honging*  hy  pe  hals 

£for  ]7e  lason  ])at<  was  of  lone  so  fals 

Of  ypinistra  penolope  Alceste 

3oupe  wivehode  he  commendef  wif  fe  best*  76 

Buf  certeynly  no  worde  ne  write]?  he 

Of  ^ilk  wicke  ensample  of  canace 

j)af  luflfed  her  oune  brojere  synfully 

Of  suchfi  cursed  storis  I  seie  fye  80 

Or  ellis  of  Tiro  Appolloneus 

How  pat*  pe  cursed  king*  Antiocus 

Biraft*  his  dou3ter  of  her  maydenhede 

p&V  is  BO  horrible  a  tale  for  to  rede  84 

AVlian  he  her  drewe  J)orgh-ouf  pe  pamenf  [leaf  aa] 

And  perfor  he  of  ful  aviflement* 

Nold  neuer  write  in  none  of  his  sermons 

Of  such  vnkinde  abhomynacions .  88 

Ne  I  ne  wil  none  reherce  if  ]>af  I  may 

But*  of  my  tale  how  shal  I  done  pis  day 

Me  were  loth  be  likned  doutlees 

To  muses  pat*  men  clepen  pieriades  92 

Methanorphoseos  wote  whaf  I  niene 

But<  napelees  I  recche  not*  a  bene 

J^ou^e  I  come  after  hym  wip  hawe  bake 

I  speke  in  prose  and  lat*  hym  rymes  make  96 

And  wip  pat«  worcJ  he  wip  a  sobre  chere 

Bygan  his  tale  as  ^e  shal  after  here  98 

^  Thiu  endep  pe  prologe  [no  break  in  the  MS,] 
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And  here  by-    t  xne^t  fabuia 
gyime}»  ye  Haanys  of  lawe  Tale 

[Prologue.] 

0  hateful  hanne  condiciofl  of  pouerf  99 

Wif  Jrusf  wij>  colcl  with  hunger  so  eojifounded 
To  asken  help  pe  shamesf  in  ]}me  hert< 
If  ^we  now  aske  wi|»  nede  art*  J^ou  so  wounded  102 

J)af  verrey  nede  vnwrappef  al  Ji  wonud  hed 
Mangre  in  ))ine  hede  ]}0u  most*  for  indigence 
Or  stele  or  begge  or  boiowe  ^i  dispence  105 


Thow  blamesf  crisf  and  seist*  fol  bitterly 
He  mysdeparte)}  ricches  temporal 
pi  neighbour  J)ow  witesf  sinfully 
And  saisf  povL  hast*  to  litel  and  he  ha))  all 
Parfay  seist*  ^ou  somtyme  he  rekne  shaH 
TVhan  j>af  his  tale  shal  brenne  in  y  glede 
ffor  he  nou^f  helpe^  nedeful  in  her  nede 

Herken  what*  is  fe  menyng*  of  ])e  wise 

Bett*  is  to  dyen  ])an  haue  indigence 

pi  self  neighboure  wil  ^e  despise 

If  J>ou  be  poor  fere  wele  fi  reuerence. 

3it*  of  ]>e  wise  man  take  ^is  sentence 

Al  pe  daies  of  poor  men  ben  wikke 

Be  war  fcrfore  er  J>ou  come  in  fat  prikke 

Jif  Jwu  be  poor  fi  brojer  hate))  f  e 

And  alle  ])i  freendes  fleen  fro  ])e  alas 

O  riche  marchauntes  ful  of  wele  be  30 

O  noble  prudent*  folk  as  in  piB  cas 

3oure  bagges  bene  not*  filled  wtt^  ambees  aas 

But*  wip  sise  cynk  );at*  renne))  for  ^our  chance 

At^  Cristes  mas  mery  may  30  daunce 
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3e  seken  londe  and  fife  for  ^our  'wyi)n3mgge8 
Ab  wise  folk  ]>at*  knowen  al  )>e  state 
Of  legnes  je  bene  fadere  of  Tithenges 
And  tales  boj^en  of  pees  &  debate  130 

I  was  ri^t*  nowe  of  tales  desolate 
Ker  ]>at*  a  marchaunt*  gone  is  mony  a  ^ere 
Me  taught*  a  tale  which  pat  ^e  sbal  here  133 

[Only  the  timal  atanza-gap  of  a  line  in  the  MS.] 
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1.  197.  IT  Ceptra  pharonei  fr0^rt<iii  disoordia  thebe 
IT  flUmmam  phetantif  dentalionii  aqne 
IT  In  itellis  prtami.  wyeiw  andada  tMrni 
^  SeniM  Tlixens  heronliei  qi<«Tigor    [MS,  leaf  87,  bick.] 

1.  296.  H  '^ude  PhilomeMf  li^ro  .j<*.  e*".  8**.  prtmi  motos  cell  duo 
mint  quorum  y]iu«  est  qui  mouet  totum  lemp^  ab  orients  ft  Occidents 
vno  modo  snp^  orbei  ft  eetera,  IXa  alitor  vero  cotoa  ^^t  qui  mouet 
orbem  itellarum  eurrenoium  ooittra  motnm  p;-imiii7i  via  ab  ocddenttf 
in  osient^m  wper  alios  dnofl  polos  ft  wtera,  Qmneu  .enim,  eo^toordati 
sunt  quod  elocctbnes  sint  debilei  ntri  in  dit^itibux.  ba^t  ,enim,  isti 
lioet  debilitentur  eorum  eleotiones  radicem  .1.  natiritatM  eorum  qum 
tftwfinrtat  omnem  planetam  debilem  in  Itinere.  Hoc.  Yhilosophy^ 
[MS,  leaf  89.] 

1.  421.  f  Bemp^  mundane  letide  tristleia  repentina  snoeedit. 
Hnndana  «rgo  felieitas  mnltis  amaritndinibuf  est  respcrsa  Eztrema 
gandii,  luotu«  oeonpat.  Audi  «rgo  salable  consilinm  in  die  bonorum 
ne  immemor  sis  malorum.    [MS,  leaf  91.] 

1.  771.  IT  Quid  turpins  ebrioso  cni  fetor  in  ore.  tremor  in  oorpomo. 
qui  promtt  itnlta.  prodit  oeenlta  Col  mens  alienat'ir  ftusiei  tronifor* 
f/Mtiir  nnllont  enim  latet  seeretom.  vbi  regnat  Ebrietas.  [MS,  leaf 
96,  back.] 

1.  925.  IT  0  eztrema  libidinls  torpitado  qne  non  soliim  mentem 
effbminat  wed  et  oorpns  en^mat  semp^  sequuntur  dolor  ft  peniteneia 
^st  dtoetera.    [MS,  loaf  99.] 

I.  1127.  IT  A  mane  vuque  ad  Tosperam  mntabitor  tempos,  teneat 
tympanntn  ft  gandent  ad  sonnin  organi.    [MS,  leaf  102,  back.] 

L  1134.  Quia  ynquam  Ynioam  diem  totam  dnzit  in  sua  deleeta- 
oione  iocnndam  qnem  in  aliqua  parte  die  reatm  eonsoienoie  vel  im- 
petus ire  vel  motu«  eoncnpisceneie  inde  non  tnrbanerit  qnem  linor 
invidie  vol  ardor  anarioie  Tel  timer  tnp^rbie  non  vezan^/it.  quern 
aliqua  iaetora  yd  oflbnsa  yel  passlo  non  oommonerit  ft  eetera,  [MS, 
leaf  102,  buck] 
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[TALE,    PART  /.] 

In  Surry  wbilom  dwelt*  a  companye 

Of  Chapmen  riche  and  ])erto  sadde  and  trewe 

J?at*  wide  where  setten  her  spicerie 

Clo])es  of  golde  and  saten  riche  of  hue  137 

Her  cliaffare  was  so  ])rifty  and  so  nwe 

^at*  euery  wijf  ha])  deynte  to  chafare 

WiJ>  hem  and  eke  to  selleu  hem  her  ware  140 

Howe  fille  it*  ]7at*  )>e  maisters  of  ]}at*  sorf 

Han  shapen  hem  to  Rome  forto  wende 

Were  if  for  chapmanhode  or  for  disport* 

Koon  o]7er  massage  wold  ]7ei  ])ider  sende  144 

But*  commen  hem  self  to  Eome  JjIb  is  ])e  ende 

And  in  suche  place  as  )>ou3f  hem  auauntage 

fior  her  entent*  ])ei  taken  her  herbergage  147 

Soioumed  han  ^ise  merchaundes  in  ]7af  toun  peaf  87] 

A  certeyn  tyme  as  fille  to  her  plesaunce 

But*  so  byfeUe  ])at*  ])e  excellen  renoun 

Of  ])e  Emperour  dou^tere  Dame  Castat^nce  151 

Beported  was  vriifi  euery  circumstaz/nce 

Ynto  ])ise  Surryen  merchauntz  in  such  wise 

ffro  day  to  day  as  I  shal  30U  deuise  154 

This  was  )>e  comon  vois  of  euery  man 

Our  Emperour  of  Rome  god  hym  see 

A  doughter  ha]?  ])af  si])e  ]>e  world  hygtm. 

To  rekne  as  wel  her  goodnes  as  bewte  158 

Kas  neuere  such  ano])er  as  is  she 

I  prei  to  god  in  honure  hir  sustene 

And  wolde  she  were  of  al  Europe  y  queue  ^  ^"J^J^  **''*^ ' 

PETWORTH   183  (6-T.  134) 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


SIX-TEXT    135 

184  GROUP  B.  §  2.  MAN  OF  LAw's  TALE.  Petwoxth  MS. 

In  hure  is  hegh  bewte  wiJ>-oute  pnde 

jou])e  wiJ>-out*  grenehode  or  folye 

To  aH  her  werkes  vertue  is  her  gide 

Humblesse  ha]?  sclayn  in  hire  al  tyrannye  165 

She  is  a  myrour  of  al  Curtesie 

Hire  herte  is  verrey  chambere  of  holynesse 

Her  hand  mynystre  of  fredam  for  abnesse  168 

And  al  )iis  vois  was  so)i  as  god  is  trewe 

But*  nowe  to  pwrpoos  laf  vs  tume  ageyn 

]>i8e  Merchanntz  ban  do  fraught  her  shippes  newe 

And  whan  ])ei  ban  pis  blisful  Maiden  seyn  172 

Howe  to  Surrey  ben  ])ei  wenf  ageyil 

And  done  her  nedes  as  )>ei  ban  do  jore 

And  lyuen  in  wele  I  can  say  30U  no  more  175 

How  fille  if  )>af  Jjise  niarchauntes  stoden  in  grace 

Of  hym  ])af  was  J>e  Sawden  of  Surrye 

ffor  whan  )>at<  ]>oi  came  from  eny  strafige  place 

He  wolde  of  his  benygne  Curtesie .  1 79 

Make  hem  good  chere  and  bysilie  aspie  V^  w.  back] 

TiJ?ingge8  of  sondry  rewmes  forto  lere 

J>e  wondros  faf  J?ei  my3f  se  or  here  182 

Amonges  o)>ere  ])ingges  specialy 

Thise  marchauntes  ban  hym  tolde  of  damo  custaunce 

So  grete  noblesse  in  emesf  ceriously 

faf  fis  sowden  ha)>  caughf  so  grete  plesaunce  186 

To  ban  her  figure  in  his  remembraunce 

And  al  his  lust*  and  al  his  bysy  cure 

Was  forto  loue  hei*  fe  whilis  his  lif  may  dure  189 

Perauenture  in  Jie  ])ikke  large  book 

Whicli  J?at*  eloped  is  heuene  ywriten  was 

Wi])  sterres  whan  |)af  he  his  birth  toke 

]>at*  he  for  loue  shu](}  ban  his  dei£  alias  1 93 
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ffor  in  ])e  sterres  clerer  fan  is  J>e  glas  / 

y-writen  god  wote  who  coude  if  rede 

pe  dej>e  of  euery  man  witA-outen  drede  196 

In  Stems  mony  a  wynter  fer  byforn  t^^^"  ^**»  p-  1^-^ 

"Was  writen  J?e  dej>  of  Ector  achilles 

Of  pompe  lulius  er  pel  were  borfi 

f e  strif'  of  Tliebes  and  of  hercules  /  200 

Of  Sampson  turuno  and  of  Socrates 

pe  de)>  but*  mennys  wittes  ben  so  dulle 

J>at*  no  wi^f  can  wel  rede  it  af  pe  fulle  203 

This  sonden  for  his  pnve  counseH  sent* 

And  shortly  of  ])is  matere  forto  pase 

He  ha])  to  hem  declared  his  entent* 

And  seide  hem  certeyn  but*  he  my^f  haue  grace  207 

To  haue  custance  wi)>-Inne  a  litel  space 

He  nas  but*  dede  and  charged  hem  in  hie 

To  shapen  for  his  lif*  somme  remedy e  210 

Byuors  men  dyuers  fingges  seiden 

pe  argumentz  Custen  vp  and  Doun  Oaf  fisi 

Mony  a  sotele  resofi  forjj  Jjei  leidefi 

)>ei  speken  of  magik*  and  abusion  214 

Lut*  fynaly  as  in  conclusion 

fei  can  not*  seen  in  fat*  non  auawntage 

Ne  in  noon  ofer  way  sauf  manage  217 

Than  segh  J>ei  fere  in  such  diflficulte 

Be  way  of  reson  forto  speke  al  playil 

By  cause  )>at*  |)er  was  such  dyuersite 

Bytwene  hor  bof  lawes  Jjat*  fei  seyfl  221 

fei  trowe  paif  no  cristen  prtnce  wold?  fayn) 

Wedden  his  childe  vnder  oure  lawes  so  swete 

J>at*  V8  was  taught*  be  Mahoun  our  prophete  224 
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And  lie  answered  ra]>er  )»n  I  lese 

Custance  I  wil  be  Glistened  doutlces 

I  mote  bene  hers  I  may  non  of  ere  chese 

I  prei  jou  holde  ^oure  argamentes  in  pees  228 

Saue^  my  lif  and  be]?  not*  rechelees 

To  geten  hnra  ])af  ha)>  my  lif  in  cure 

ffor  in  ]>i8  woo  I  may  nof  longe  endure  231 

Wbaf  nede)i  gretter  dilataciofi 

I  saye  by  tretis  and  Embassadrye 

And  by  )>e  popes  mediaciofi 

And  alle  fe  chercK  and  oM  ]>e  CbivalryQ  235 

]>af  in  destrucciofl  of  Mawmetrie 

And  in  encrees  of  cristes  lawe  dere 

^ei  bene  acorded  so  as  30  shal  here  238 

Kow  ]7at*  fe  Sawden  and  his  Baronage 

And  al  his  lieges  shuld  yenstened  be 

And  he  shal  haue  custance  in  manage 

And  certoyn  gold  I  note  what*  quantite  212 

And  herto  founden  sufficient*  suerte 

This  same  accorde  was  sworn  in  ei^r  side  P«if  ss,  hukj 

Now  faire  custaunce  ahnyjty  god  fe  gyde  245 

Now  wold  somme  men  waiten  as  I  gesse 

^af  I  shulde  tellen  al  ]>e  purviaunce 

That<  |)e  £mp67*our  of  his  noblesse 

ha]?  shapen  for  his  doujter  dame  Custaitnce  249 

"Wei  may  men  knowe  ])at*  so  grete  ordynawnce 

May  no  man  telle  in  a  litel  clause 

As  was  araied  for  so  hie  a  cause  252 

Bisshopcs  bene  shapen  wi^  hur6  forto  wende 

Lordes  ladys  kny3tes  of  renoun 

And  o]7er  folk  ynow  ]>is  is  ])e  ende 

And  notified  is  )>orgh-out<  ])e  toun  256 
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That*  euery  wi3f  wiiJi  grete  deuociown 
Shulde  preye  crisf  ])af  he  ]>is  mariage 
Eesceyue  in  gie  and  spede  ]>is  yiage  259 

The  day  is  commen  of  her  departinge 

I  seie  )>e  wooful  day  fatal  is  come 

That*  )>er  may  be  no  lenger  tariynge 

Buf  foTj^waKl  pel  hem  dressed  al  and  some  263 

Custance  faf  vriiJi  sorowe  is  al  ouercome 

iTul  pale  arisf  and  dressej)  hxae  to  wende 

ffor  wel  shoe  see])  )ier  is  noon  of  ere  ende  266 

Alias  what"  wondere  is  if  J>ou3e  she  wepte 

^f  shal  be  sent*  to  straunge  nacioH 

ffro  frendes  faf  so  tenderly  her  kepte 

And  to  be  boxinden  vnder  subieccioil  270 

Of  oon  she  knowe)>  nou^t*  his  cowdicion 

Husbondes  bene  all  good  and  han  ben  ^ore 

])at*  knowen  wives  I  dar  seie  30U  no  more  273 

Fadere  she  seide  J)'  wrecched  child  distance 

Thi  3ong6  dou3tere  fostred  vp  so  soft*  T  o»p.  9    [leaf  89] 

And  30  my  modere  my  sonereyn  plesannce 

Ouer  al  ])mge  ontaken  cn'st  aloft*  277 

Custamice  30ure  child  hire  recomanndef  oft* 

Vnto  30ure  grace  for  I  shal  to  Surrye 

Ne  shal  I  neuere  seyn  30W  more  wip  ye  280 

Alias  vnto  ]>e  Barbarye  naciofL 

I  most*  anoon  si]>  it*  is  3onre  wille 

Buf  crisf  faf  starf*  for  oure  redempcioii 

So  3ene  me  grace  his  heestes  to  fiilfille  284 

I  wrecched  womman  no  fors  J)0U3e  I  spille 

Wommen  ben  borfi  to  thraldom  and  penawnce 

And  to  bene  ynder  mannes  gou6ma?/nce  287 
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I  trowe  at*  Troye  whan  purms  brak  fe  watt 

Or  ylyon  }>at«  brent*  Thebes  ])at*  Cite 

Nor  Eome  for  Jje  harme  J>orgh  Hanybatt 

]^at*  Komaynes  han  venqwisshed  tymes  ))re  291 

Nas  herd  such  tendere  weping*  for  pite 

As  in  )>e  Chambere  for  her  departinge 

Buf  for])  she  mote  wher  she  wepe  or  singe  294 

0  first*  mouynge  cruel  firmament*  t^««»  note,  p.  m.} 

WiJ  ^ine  dyumal  sweigh  fat  crowdesf  aye 

And  hurlest*  al  from  eest*  to  Occident* 

That*  naturelly  wold  hold  anojjer  waye  298 

J)i  Crowding*  sette  J)e  heuene  in  such  araye 

At*  )>e  bygynnyng*  of  fis  feers  viage 

That*  cruel  mars  ha])  sclayn  )>is  manage  301 

Inforkunat*  ascendent*  tortuous 

Of  which  pe  lord  is  helplees  falle  alias 

Out*  of  his  Angle  in  to  ]?e  derkest*  hous 

O  Mars  o  Atazir  in  this  caas  305 

O  feble  mone  vnhappy  bene  |>i  paas./ 

fow  knettest*  fe  fer  J)ou  art*  not*  receyued  [leaf  w,  i»ck] 

Ther  J)0u  were  wele  fro  fennes  now  art*  J)ou  weyued      308 

Imprudent*  Emperour  of  Home  alas  t  intpinat 

Was  fer  no  Philisophre  in  al  J>i  toun 

Is  no  tyme  bette  fan  ofer  in  such  cas/ 

Of  yiage  is  fer  non  election  312 

Namely  to  folk  of  high  condiciofi 

Naf  whan  a  roote  is  of  a  birf  yknowe 

Alias  je  bene  to  lewde  or  to  sclowe  315 

The  shippe  is  broujf  fis  woful  fairc  mayde 

Solempnely  wij)  euery  circuTTistaunce 

Nowe  Ihe^  crist*  be  wif  jou  al  she  seide 

Ther  is  no  more  but*  fare  wel  faire  Custarmce  319 
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She  peyiiej)  huie  to  niake  good  countenawnce 

And  foTpQ  I  lete  liira  saile  in  )>is  manere 

And  tume  I  wil  ageyn  to  my  matere  322 

The  moderc  of  fe  Sowden  welle  of  vices 

Espied  ha^  her  sonea  pleyn  entent* 

Howe  he  wil  lete  his  olde  sacrifises 

And  ri3f  anone  she  for  her  counsel  sent*  326 

And  pei  ben  commen  to  knowe  what*  she  inenf 

And  whan  assembled  was  pis  folk*  in  fere 

She  sette  her  doune  and  seide  as  3e  shal  here  329 

Lordes  quod  she  ^e  knowe  eue/ichon 
Howe  J>at*  my  sone  in  poynt*  is  forto  lete 
j>e  holy  lawes  of  our  akkaron 

3cuene  by  goddcs  massagcre  Makamete  333 

•l]uf  ofl  avowe  to  grete  god  I  hete 
J)e  lif  shal  rafer  out*  of  my  body  sterte 
Or  makametes  lawe  out*  of  myil  herte .  336 

What*  shuld  vs  tydon  of  fis  newe  lawe 

But*  fraldome  to  our  bodies  and  penaz/nce  yeafw] 

And  afterward  in  helle  to  ben  drawe 

ffor  we  reveled  Mahonne  our  creaunce  340 

But*  lordes  wil  je  maken  assurance 

As  I  shal  seiu  assenting*  to  my  lore 

And  I  shal  muke  vs  sauf  for  euermore  343 

IT  Thei  sworen  and  assenten  euery  man 

To  lyve  and  dye  wif  hure  and  by  hure  stonde 

And  euery  in  fe  best*  wise  he  can 

To  strengthen  hure  shal  al  his  freendes  fonde  347 

And  she  hap  )>is  emprise  taken  on  honde 

Which  je  shal  here  J?at*  I  shal  devise 

And  to  hem  alle  she  spak*  in  pia  wise  350 
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We  si  ml  first*  feyn  vs  cristendom  to  take 

Cold  watere  shal  not*  greue  vs  but*  a  lite 

And  I  shal  suche  a  reuel  and  feest*  make 

faf  as  I  trowe  I  shal  Jje  Sowden  quite  354 

ffor  ]>ou3e  his  wif  be  cristned  neuer  so  white 

She  shal  haue  nede  to  wassh  awaye  pe  rede 

j>ougfi  she  a  font*  ful  of  water  wijj  her  lede  357 

0  Sawdenesse  Eoote  of  Iniquite 

Virago  J)Ou  Semyram  fe  Secondf 

O  Serpenf  vnder  femyninete 

Like  to  J>e  Serpent*  depe  in  helle  ybouncJ  361 

0  feyned  wowman  al  fat*  may  confoundf 

Vertue  and  Innocence  forgli  fi  malice 

Ib  bredde  in  fe  as  nest*  of  euery  vice  3G4 

0  Sathan  envious  si))  ))ilk  day 

J>af  })ou  were  chased  fro  our  heritage 

Wei  knewesf  |)ou  to  wowmen  }>•  old!  way 

f  ou  madest*  Eva  to  bringe  in  seruage  368 

Thow  wilf  fordone  cristen  mariage 

Thyn  Instrument*  so  wele  away  J)e  while 

Makestowe  of  wowmen  wham  fou  wilt*  begile      n<»f  w»  b*ck] 

This  Sowdonesse  whom  I  ftis  blame  and  warye 

Laf  prively  her  counsel  gone  her  way 

What*  shuld  I  in  J>i8  tale  lenger  tarye 

She  ride  J)  to  fe  Sawden  on  a  daye  375 

And  seide  him  fat*  she  wold  reneye  her  lays 

And  Cnstendom  of  preestes  hondes  fonge 

Bepenting*  she  he|)en  was  so  longe  378 

Biseching*  him  to  done  her  pat  honours 

pa,if  she  most*  ban  p*  cristen  folk  to  feest* 

To  plesen  hem  I  wil  do  my  labowr 

fe  Sawden  seif  I  wil  dofl  at*  jowr  heest*  382 
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And  knelinge  ]>0]ike]>  hnre  of  ^^  request* 

So  glad  he  was  he  nyst*  what*  to  seye 

She  kist*  her  sone  and  h(»n  she  go]>  her  way  385 


[PAIiT  IL] 

Airined  bene  ]>ise  crtsien  folk  to  londe 

In  Snrrye  wij)  a  grete  solempne  Koute 

And  hastely  ^is  Sowden  sent*  his  sonde 

ffiiTsf  to  his  modere  and  al  pe  regne  aboute  389 

And  seide  his  wiff  was  co7nmen  out*  of  doute 

And  preide  hure  forto  riden  ageyn  ]>e  quene 

The  honnre  of  his  regne  to  sustcne  392 

Grete  was  fe  prees  and  rich  was  tharray 

Of  Surriens  and  romaynes  met*  yfere 

The  modere  of  J)e  Sowden  riche  and  gay 

Besceyue^  her*  wif  as  glad  a  chere  396 

As  eny  modere  myjt  her  doujtei*  dere 

And  to  ]7e  next*  Cite  per  beside 

A  soft*  paas  solempnely  J?ei  ryde  399 

If anghf  trowe  I  fe  trtumphe  of  lulius 

Of  which  J?af  lucan  make)>  such  a  boost* 

Was  ryaUere  ne  more  curious  Cieiifoi] 

Than  was  pe  assemple  of  pia  blisful  boost*  403 

But*  fis  scorpion  fis  wikke  goosf 

pe  Sawdenesse  for  al  her  flateringe 

Cast*  vnder  ])is  ful  mortally  to  stynge  406 

The  Sowden  comme])  hjm  self*  sone  aftei'  fis 

So  Bialli  ]>at*  wondei'  is  to  telle 

He  welcommef  hure  wit^  alle  ioye  and  hhs 

And  J?us  in  merfe  and  loie  I  lete  he?n  dwelle  410 
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fe  froyte  of  )>is  mateie  )>af  I  tell6 

Whiin  tyme  come  men  foujt*  it*  for  J)e  best* 

That*  reueti  stint*  and  men  gofl  to  her  rest*  413 

The  tyme  come  J>i8  olde  Sawdenesse 

Ordeyned  ha))  fis  feesf  of  which  I  tol(J 

And  to  ))e  fest*  cristen  folk  hem  dresse 

In  general  boj  ^enge  and  oldl  417 

Here  may  men  feesf  and  rialte  bihold 

And  deyntes  moo  fan  I  can  30"  devise 

But*  al  to  dore  )>ei  bou^t*  it*  er  J>ei  rise  420 

0  Bodeyn  woo  fat*  euer  art*  snccessoure  t£«««  nou,  p.  im.] 

To  worldly  blisse  sp[r]ayned  is  wif  bitterncsso 

fe  end  of  )>e  ioye  of  our  worldely  labours 

"Woo  occupief  )>o  fyne  of  our  gladnesse  424 

Herk  fia  counsaillo  for  J)i  sikemesso 

Vppon  J?i  glade  day  haue  in  J)i  myndo 

J>e  vnwar  woo  or  harme  fat  cowmef  behinde  427 

For  shortely  forto  tellen  af  oori  woitJ 

The  Sowden  and  fe  cristen  euerechone 

Bene  al  to-hewe  and  stikked  at*  fe  bord 

But*  it*  were  oonly  dame  custance  allono  431 

])i8  olde  Sawdenes  fts  cursed  krone 

haf  wiji  her  frendes  done  fis  cursed  dcde 

ffor  she  her  self  wold  al  fe  cuntre  lede  pear  01,  back] 

HE  fer  nas  Surrien  noon  fat*  was  cowucrted 
fat*  of  f e  counsaille  of  f e  Sawden  wote 
fat*  he  nas  al  to-hewe  er  he  asterted 

«And  Custaunce  han  fci  take  anon  fote  hoot*  438 

And  in  a  shippe  al  steerlcss  god  woote 
f  ei  han  hure  sette  and  bidden  hei*  leme  saile 
Out*  of  Surry  ageynward  to  ytaile  441 
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A  certeyn  tresour  faf  she  Jjidei'  ladde 

And  so]>e  to  seyn  vitaile  grete  plente 

Thej  han  her  ^euen  and  clo])es  eke  she  hadde 

And  fifor))  she  saille]?  in  ))e  salt*  see  445 

O  my  custaunce  ful  of  benygnyte 

O  Emperours  jonge  doujtere  dere 

He  )iaf  is  lord  of  fortune  be  fi  stere  448 

She  blesse))  and  wij)  ful  pitous  voys 

Ynto  J>e  Crois  of  crisf  fus  seid  she 

O  cleer  o.  welful  autere  holy  croys 

Eede  of  ]>e  lambes  blood  ful  of  pite  452 

That*  wessh  J>e  worlcJ  from  fe  olde  iniquyte 

Me  from  fe  feende  and  from  his  clawes  kepe 

J^at*  day  faf  I  shal  drenchc  in  f e  depe  455 

Victorious  tree  protection  of  trewe 

That*  oonly  worfi  were  for  to  here 

The  king*  of  heuene  wif  his  woundys  newe 

The  white  lombe  faf  hirto  was  with  a  spere  459 

fflemer  of  feendes  out*  of  hym  and  here 

On  which  fi  lyues  feiffuUy  extenden 

Me  kepe  and  3eue  myght*  my  lyf  tamenden  462 

Teeres  and  dales  fleet*  f  is  Creature 

Thorgh-out*  fe  see  of  Grece  vnto  y  strayte 

Of  Marrok  as  it*  was  hir*  aventure  [leaf  w] 

0  mony  a  sory  mele  no  we  may  she  baite  466 
After  her  deth  ful  oft  may  she  wayte 

Er  fat*  pe  wilde  wawes  wil  her  dryve 

Vnto  J>e  place  fere  she  shal  aryue  469 

MEn  myghten  axen  whi  she  was  not*  sclayri) 
Eke  atte  feeste  who  myght*  her  body  saue 

1  Answere  to  fat*  demannde  agayfl 

Who  saued  Danyel  in  fe  horrible  caue  473 
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Ther  euery  wi3t*  saf  he  maiatei'  or  knaue 

Was  wij  ^e  leon  fretto  or  a-stert* 

No  wight*  buf  god  J>at*  hem  bare  in  his  hert*  476 

GOd  list*  to  shewe  hia  wonderful  myracle 

In  hii*  ?  Jjat"  shee  shtdde  seen  his  niyjty  werkes 

Crist'  which  J>at  is  to  eneiy  harme  triacle 

By  certayne  meenes  off  /  as  knowen  clerkes  480 

Dof  J)ing*  for  certeyn  ende  fat*  fdl  derk  es 

To  mannys  witt  ?  ])at*  for  our  ignorawnce 

K^e  kon  not*  knowe  his  prudent*  pw/niyaunce  483 

Now  si])  she  was  not*  at*  pe  feest*  ysclawe 

Who  kepte  her  from  pe  drenching"  in  J>e  see 

Who  kepte  Jonas  in  f  e  fisshes  mawe 

Til  he  was  spowted  vp  at*  Nynyve  487 

Wei  may  men  knowe  it  was  no  wi^t*  buf  he 

Whaf  kepf  puple  Ebrayk  from  drenchinge 

WiJ)  drie  feef  ])orgh  ouf  J>e  see  passinge  490 

Who  bad  fe  foure  spiretes  of  tempesf 

Thaf  power  han  boj?  annoyen  londe  and  see 

Boji  norfe  and  soufe  and  also  wesf  a7id  Eesf 

Annoye)>  neifer  See  londe  ne  tree  494 

SoJ>ly  Jie  Comanndei*  of  paV  was  he 

Thaf  from  pe  tempesf  ay  J)is  womman  kepf 

As  wel  whan  she  woke  as  whan  she  sclepte         P«af  92,  backj 

Where  my3f  f  is  wowman  mete  or  drynk*  haue 

Thre  3ere  or  more  how  lastej)  hii*  vitaille 

Who  fedde  fe  Egipcien  mary  in  pe  Caue 

Or  in  deserf  noon  buf  Crisf  saunz  faille  501 

V.  Mt.  folk  if  was  as  grete  mervaille 

Wi)>  loues  .V.  and  fisshes  two  to  fede 

God  senf  his  foysen  af  her  grete  nede  504 
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She  dryue)>  forj)  into  our*  Occian 

Thorgli-out*  oure  wilde  See  to  atte  last* 

Vnder  an  hold  |)at*  nempne  I  ne  can 

ffor  in  Nourth  hiunherlond  y  wawe  hire  cast*  608 

And  in  ])e  sonde  her  shipp  stiked  so  fast 

J>at«  jrennes  wold  it*  not*  of  al  a  tyde 

The  wille  of  Cmt  was  ])at*  she  shulJ  abide  511 

The  Constable  of  \)e  Caste!  doun  is  fare 

To  seen  ))is  werk  and  al  |)e  ship  he  sou3ti 

And  fonde  fis  wery  womman  ful  of  care 

He  fonde  also  fe  tresoure  faf  she  broujf  515 

In  her  langage  mercy  she  bysou3f 

The  Kf*  out*  of  her  body  forto  twynne 

Hire  to  delyuere  of  woo  Jjaf  she  was  Inne  618 

A  Manei*  latyn  corrupte  was  her  speche 

Bnf  algates  fer-by  was  she  vnderstonde 

The  Constable  whan  he  list*  no  lengere  seche 

This  wooful  womman  broujt*  he  to  J>e  londe  622 

She  knele)>  doune  and  J^onke])  goddys  sonde 

But*  what*  she  was  she  vrolde  no  man  seye 

ifor  foule  ne  faire  Jiou^e  fat  she  shuld  deye  525 

She  seide  she  was  so  mased  in  the  See 

J>at*  she  forgate  hure  mynde  by  hure  troupe 

The  Constable  of  hire  ha])  so  grete  pite  pMf  m] 

And  eke  his  wiff  J?af  pei  wepen  for  rou)>e  629 

She  was  so  diligent*  wiJ>-outen  slouf  e 

To  serue  and  plese  euerech  in  ])af  place 

That*  al  her  louen  ])at<  loken  on  her  face  /  532 

The  Constable  and  dame  Ermengeld  his  wiff* 

Were  paynymes  and  )>at*  contray  euerywhere 

But*  Hermengilf  loued  hure  ri^f  as  hir  liff* 

And  Constance  haf  so  longe  soiowmed  fere  536 
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In  OnsoDfi  wi)>  mony  a  bitter  tere 

Til  IhesvL  ha)>e  conuerted  ])org&  his  grace 

Dame  hermengild  Constablesse  of  ])at  place  539 

In  aH  fat*  londe  durst*  none  cnsten  route 

Alle  Cristen  folk*  ben  fleddl  fro  Jjat'  cuntre 

Thorgfi  paynymes  )>af  conquered  fer  aboute 

f  e  pkges  of  J>e  nortfi  by  lond  and  see  643 

To  wales  lledde  fe  Cnstiante 

Of  olde  Bretoynes  dwellin  in  |>e  He 

Ther  was  hure  refute  for  J>e  mene  while  546 

Bat*  jif  nas  neuere  cnsten  Bretoyne  so  exiled 

That*  fer  nas  somme  in  her  pn'uetee 

Honoured  Crist*  and  hef  en  folk*  begyled 

And  ny^e  f e  Castel  sucfi  per  dwelled  thre  550 

That*  oon  of  hem  was  blynde  and  myjt*  not*  see 

But*  it*  were  wij)  J>ilk  yen  of  his  mynde 

With  which  men  seen  after  Jjaf  fei  bene  blynd  553 

Bri3t*  was  ]>e  sonne  as  in  ])at*  somers  day 

for  whiche  ])e  constable  and  his  wif  also 

iVnd  Custance  ban  ytake  J)e  ri3t*  way 

Toward  J>e  see  a  forlonge  way  or  two  657 

To  pleien  and  to  romen  to  and  froo  / 

And  in  her  walk*  Jjis  blynde  man  fei  motto 

Croked  and  olde  wiJ)  fast*  eyen  yshetf  [ie*f  w.  ucV] 

In  fe  name  of  crisf  cried  fis  blynd  Breto?/n 

Dame  hermegildf  jeue  me  8i3t*  agayn 

This  lady  wexe  a-fraied  of  J>e  soune 

Lest*  fat*  her  husbondf  shortely  forto  seyne  664 

Wold  hure  for  Ihc^u  cnstes  loue  haue  slayfl 

Til  Custance  made  hure  bold  and  bad  hire  wirche 

The  wille  of  crisf  as  doujtei'  of  his  chirche  567 
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The  constable  wexe  abasshed  of  \mV  sight* 

And  seide  what^  amounts])  al  ]>is  fare 

Costance  answer^  Sire  it*  is  cristes  my3t* 

p&V  helpe])  folk  oaf  of  pe  fendes  snare  571 

And  80  ferfor])  she  can  onr  Lay  declare 

f&b  she  ]>e  constable  er  it  was  eve 

Conuerte)>  and  on  crisf  made  hyw  byleue  574 

This  Constable  nas  no  pinff  lord  of  j)is  place 

Of  which  I  speke  J>er  he  Custawnce  fonde 

But*  kepte  it*  strongly  mony  a  wynter^  space 

Vnder  Alia  king*  of  aH  Norfhumberlonde  578 

]>at*  was  futt  wise  and  wor])i  of  his  honde 

Ageyne  fe  scottes  as  men  may  wel  here 

Buf  tume  1  wil  ageyn  to  my  matere  581 

Sathan  faf  eucre  vs  waitef  to  begile 

Segbe  of  Custance  al  hure  perfecciown 

And  cast*  anone  howe  he  my3f  quyte  her  while 

And  made  a  yonge  knyght*  ]>af  dwelt*  in  pe  toun  585 

Lone  hire  so  hoof  of  foule  affecciot^n 

J)at  verrely  hym  fou^V  he  shulde  spille 

Buf  he  of  hire  ones  myjf  haue  his  wille  588 

He  wowef  hure  buf  if  availlef  noujf 

She  wolde  do  no  synne  by  no  weye 

And  for  despite  he  compased  in  his  fou^V  [leaf  9ij 

To  make  hure  a  shameful  deef  to  dye  592 

He  waite]}  whan  pe  constable  was  away 

And  pn'uely  vpon  a  nyjf  he  crepf 

In  hermengildes  Chambre  while  she  slepf  595 

Wery  for-waked  in  her  Orisons 

Slepe])  Custance  and  hermengilJ  also  / 

This  knyghf  ])ourgh  Satbanas  temptaciofis 

Al  softly  is  to  f e  bed  y-goo  599 
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And  kitto  ])e  j^rote  of  lienneiigiU  atwoo  ^ 

And  laide  f  e  blody  knyf  by  dame  CuBtawnce 

And  wenf  his  waye  Jjer  god  ^eue  hywi  meschauT^ce        602 

Sone  after  Commep  ])is  Constable  home  agayfi 

And  Eke  Alia  ]>ati  kinge  was  of  ]>ati  londe 

And  segfe  his  wiff  dispitously  slayn 

ffor  whiche  ful  off  he  wepte  and  wronge  his  honde       606 

And  in  ]>e  bedde  fe  blody  knyf  he  fonde 

By  dame  Custannce  alias  what*  myjt^  she  say 

ifor  verry  woo  her  witte  was  al  away  609 

So  kinge  Alla^  was  tolde  al  pis  meschaunce 

And  eke  fe  tyme  and  where  and  in  what  wise 

^af  in  a  shipp  was  founden  pia  Cnsta^mce 

As  here  byfom  ^e  han  herde  devise  G13 

The  kingges  hert*  of  pite  gan  agrise 

"Whan  he  seye  so  benigne  a  creature 

ffalle  in  dissese  and  in  mysauenture  616 

Por  as  jje  lombe  toward  y  deth  is  brou3f 

So  ])is  Innocent*  stant*  to-fore  pe  king* 

Jjis  fals  kny3f  Jjat*  haj)  f  is  tresofl  wrou3fr 

Bere])  hure  on  honde  j^af  she  ha]}  do  ]>is  fing  620 

But*  nafelees  fer  was  grete  moMrnyng* 

Amonge  ]>e  puple  and  seie  ])ai  can  not  gesso 

Tha[t]  she  had  done  so  grete  a  wickednesse  [iea£  m,  uck] 

Por  f  ei  han  seyn  hei'  eucre  so  vertuous 

And  louyng*  hermengile  ri3t*  as  her  liff 

Of  fis  bare  witnesse  euerich  in  f af  hous 

Saue  he  fat*  hermengilcJ  slowe  with  his  knyfF  627 

This  gentile  kinge  ha]>  kau3f  a  gref  motiff 

Of  fis  witnesse  and  povL^V  he  wolcJ  enquere 

Depper  in  fis  caas  troujje  forto  lere  630 
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Alias  Custailce  ]>ow  nast*  no  champyon 

Ne  fights  Canstowe  nat*  so  wele  away 

But*  he  Jjaf  for  oure  redempciofi 

And  bonde  Sathan  and  lye])  hjm  per  he  lay  634 

So  he  fi  strong*  Champion  J>is  daye 

ffor  hut*  Otste  on  fe  miracle  kith 

Wi]>-owten  gilt*  J>ou  shalt*  he  slayn  as  swife  637 

She  sette  her  doune  on  knees  and  per  she  seide 

Immortal  god  ]>at*  sauedesf  Susanne 

ffiro  fals  hlame  and  pou  merciful  maide 

Marye  I  mene  doubter  to  seint*  Anne  641 

Byfom  whoos  childe  aungels  sing*  Osanne 

If  I  he  giltlees  of  ])is  felonye 

My  socoure  he  for  ellis  shal  I  dye  644 

Haue  30  not*  sene  somtyme  a  pale  face 

Among*  a  prees  of  him  )»af  hsip  he  ladde 

Toward  J>e  deje  where  as  he  gete  no  grace 

And  swich  a  colouie  in  his  face  ha]}  hadde  648 

Men  myjt*  kiiowe  his  face  ])at*  was  histadde 

Amonge  alle  pe  facea  of  ])af  route 

So  stant  Custance  and  loke])  hire  ahoute  651 

0  queues  lyuynge  in  prospcrite 

Duchesses  and  ^e  ladies  euerechone 

Haue  some  rou])e  on  her  aduersite  poif  9&] 

An  Emp^rours  doujtere  stant*  allone  655 

She  ha]>  no  wijt*  to  whom  to  make  her  mone 

O  hlood  real  ])af  stondest*  in  pis  drede 

ffer  hene  ])i  frendes  at*  ]>i  grete  nede  658 

This  Alia  king*  ha])  swich  compassioi^n 

As  Geltile  hert*  is  fulfilled  of  pite 

]>at*  from  his  eyen  ranne  pQ  water  dot^n 

Now  hasteli  do  fecche  a  hoke  quod  he  662 
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And  if  fifl  knyght*  wil  swere  howe  fat  she 

)>is  womman  sclowe  ^iV  wil  we  vs  avise 

Whom  J>at*  we  woldf  shuld  be  our  lustiae  665 

A  breton  booke  writen  with  euat^ngelies 

Was  fette  and  J>er-on  he  swore  anone 

She  giltif  was  in  J>e  mene  whiles 

An  honde  him  smote  vpon  fe  nekke  bone  669 

]>at*  doune  he  felle  at*  ones  as  a  stone 

And  bofe  his  eyen  brast'  out*  of  his  face 

In  sijt*  of  enery  body  in  fat  place  672 

A  voys  was  herde  in  general  audience 

And  seide  fou  hast*  disslaundered  giltelees 

J)e  doujter  of  holy  church  in  high  presence 

Thus  hastowe  done  and  jit*  I  mot*  holdf  my  pcefi  676 

Of  J)is  mervaile  agast*  was  all  fe  prees 

As  mazed  folk*  fei  stoden  euerechone 

ffor  drede  of  wreche  sauf  Custance  alone  679 

Gxet^  was  fe  drede  and  eke  pe  repentatmce 

Of  hem  fat*  hadden  wrong*  suspeciown 

Vppon  fis  cely  Innocent*  CustaMnce 

And  for  f  is  miracle  in  conclusioi^n  683 

And  by  Custance  Mediacioe^n 

f)e  kinge  and  mony  anofer  in  fat  place 

Conuerted  were  f  onked  be  goddis  grace  [leaf  95,  back] 

This  fals  knyght*  was  sclayn  for  his  vntrouf  e 

By  luggement*  of  Alia  hastifly 

And  3if  Custance  haf  of  his  def  gret*  rouf  e 

And  after  fis  Ihe^is  of  his  mercye  690 

Made  Alia  wedden  ful  solempnely 

This  holy  maiden  fat*  is  so  brijt*  and  shene 

And  f  us  haf  crist*  made  Custance  a  queue  693 
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Buf  who  was  wooful  if  I  shal  nof  lye 

Of  fis  wedding«  butf*  donegild  and  no  moo  / 

The  kingges  modere  ful  of  Tyrannye 

Hire  Jwu^t*  her  cursed  herf  brast*  a  two  697 

She  wol(J  nof  her  sone  had  done  so  / 

Hire  J)0U3t*  a  despite  J>at*  he  shulde  take 

So  stiaunge  a  creature  ynto  his  make  700 

ME  list*  nof  of  fe  Chaf  ne  of  fe  stre 

Make  so  longe  a  tale  as  of  ]>e  come 

Whaf  shulcJ  I  tellen  of  fe  Rialte 

Of  manage  or  which  cours  gof  byfome  704 

Who  blowej)  in  trompe  or  in  an  home 

y  £&wte  of  euery  tale  is  forto  seye 

f  e[i]  and  drinke .  Jjei  daunce  singe  or  pley .  707 

Thei  gone  to  bedde  as  if  was  skil  and  ri3f 

ffor  ]K)U3e  faf  wives  bene  ful  holy  fingges 

^ei  mosf  take  in  pacience  a  nyghf 

Such  manere  necessaries  as  ben  plesingges  711 

To  folk*  jjaf  han  ywedded  hem  wiih  ringges  / 

And  laye  a  litel  her  holynesse  aside 

As  for  J>e  tyme  if  may  none  ofere  betide  714 

On  hire  he  gate  a  knaue  child  anone 

And  to  a  bisshope  and  his  Constable  exe 

He  toke  his  wif  to  kepe  whan  he  is  gone  [leaf  ee] 

to  scotlond  ward  his  foomen  for  to  seke  718 

Nowe  faire  Custance  ])af  is  so  humble  and  meke 

So  longe  is  goon  wif  child  til  f  af  stiUe 

She  half  her  chambere  abiding*  cristes  wille  721 

The  tyme  is  come  a  knaue  child  she  hero 

Mauricius  atte  fontstone  f  ei  hym  calle 

\\&  Constable  do)>  for]>  come  fi  massagere 

And  wrote  to  his  kinge  ])af  cleped  was  Alle  726 
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Howe  f ^f  fis  bliflful  tydyngges  is  byfalle 

And  o]>er  tydingges  spedeful  forto  seye 

He  iakef  pe  lettre  and  for)»  he  go])  liis  waye  728 

Tills  Massagere  to  done  his  auat^ntage 

Vnto  |>e  kingges  modere  ridef  swife 

And  salwe]}  hire  ful  faire  in  his  langage 

Madame  quod  he .  ^e  may  he  glad  and  blij^e  732 

And  ])onke]}  god  an  hundred  ])ousandf  sij^e 

My  lady  quene  haf  child  wif-outen  doute 

To  loie  and  blisse  of  al  J^is  regne  aboute  735 

Lo  here  ]ie  lettrea  seled  of  \>ia  finge 

Jjat*  I  mof  here  wif  al  f  e  hasf  I  may 

If  je  wil  oujt*  vnto  joure  sone  fe  kinge 

I  am  3oure  seruawnte  bof  ny^f  and  day  739 

Dongild  answerd  nof  nof  at*  fis  tyme 

But*  here  al  ny3t*  I  "wil  Jk)u  take  f  i  rest* 

To  morowe  wil  I  saye  whaf  me  lest*  742 

This  Massagere  dronk*  sadly  ale  and  wyne 

And  stoUen  were  his  lettves  prively 

Out*  of  his  boxe  whilst*  he  slepte  as  a  swyu) 

And  counterfeted  was  ful  subtily  746 

A  nofere  lettre  wrou3f  ful  synfully 

Vnto  fe  kinge  directe  of  J>is  matere 

ffrom  his  Constable  as  30  shal  after  here  [leaf  96^  back] 

The  lettra  spak*  J^e  Quene  delyuered  was 

Of  so  horrible  a  fendlich  creatt^re 

That*  in  ]>e  Castel  noon  so  hardy  was 

fat*  eny  while  dorst*  J)er-Inne  endure  753 

The  modere  was  an  Elf  by  auentwre 

Ycome  by  Charmes  or  by  sorcerye 

And  euery  wight*  liate))  her  companye  756 
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WOo  was  fis  kinge  whan  he  fis  lettre  had  seyne 

But  to  no  wi3f  he  tolde  his  sorowes  sore 

Buf  of  his  owne  honde  he  wrote  ageyne 

\Yelconie  fe  sonde  of  crist*  for  enermoore  760 

To  me  f  af  am  nowe  lered  in  his  lore 

Lord  welcome  be  ]7i  lust*  and  pi  plesaunce 

My  lust*  is  putte  al  in  fine  ordynawnce  763 

Wepef  f  is  chil(J  al  be  it*  foide  or  feire 

And  eke  my  wiff  vnto  myn  home  commynge 

Crist*  whan  him  list*  may  sende  me  an  heire 

More  a-greable  pan  pis  is  to  my  likinge  767 

This  letter  he  celep  prively  wepinge 

Whiche  to  J>e  massagere  was  take  sone 

And  for])  he  gop  per  nys  no  more  to  done  770 

0  Massagere  fulfilled  of  dronkenesse  ^^^  ^^>  P-  H-^ 

Stronge  is  pi  breep  pi  lymmes  flateren  ay 

And  pou  by-wreiest*  al  sikemesse 

Thy  mynde  is  lom  pou  langelesf  as  a  laye  774 

Thi  face  is  turned  in  a  ncwe  aray 

Ther  dronkenesse  regnep  in  ony  route 

Ther  nys  no  counseH  hidde  wip-out6  doute  777 

0  Donegild  I  ne  haue  noon  englissh  digne 

Vnto  pi  maUce  and  pi  tyrannye i  P  '^\Z^j:!^il:^flSt'Af'^^^^ 

And  perfore  to  pe  fende  I  pe  resigne 

Lat*  hym  enditen  of  pi  trateryo  781 

fly  mawnyssh  fy.  o  nay  by  god  I  lie 

fly  feendissh  spirit* .  for  I  dar  wel  telle 

Thowe  pou  here  walk*  pi  spirit*  ia  in  helle  784 

This  massagere  cowmep  fro  pe  feeride  agayn 

And  at*  pe  kingges  moders  court*  he  lijt* 

And  she  was  of  this  massagere  ful  fayfl 

And  plesed  him  in  al  pat  euere  she  myjt*  788 
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He  drank  wel  his  girdel  vnder  pi3t* 

He  8clepe]>  and  he  ffronte])  in  his  gise 

Al  nyght<  to  ]>e  sonne  gan  arise  791 

Ofte  were  his  le^^res  stolle  euerechond 

And  connterfeted  lettrea  in  J^at*  wise 

pe  kinge  commaunde])  his  constable  anon^ 

Vp  peyn  of  hongyng*  on  an  high  Iwyse  795 

That*  he  ne  shulde  suffre  in  no  wise 

Custance  wi^Inne  his  regne  forto  abide 

Thie  daies  and  a  quarter  of  a  tyde  798 

But*  in  )»e  same  ship  as  he  hire  fonde 

Hure  and  her  yonge  sone  and  al  her  gere 

He  shulde  putte  and  croude  fro  y  londe 

And  charge  hure  ])af  she  neuere  eft  come  )>ere  802 

O  my  Custance  wel  may  f  i  goosf  haue  fere 

And  sleping*  in  fi  dreme  bene  in  penat^nce 

Whan  donegil  casf  aH  hir  ordinat^nce  805 

This  Massagere  on  morowe  whan  he  woke 

Vnto  Jie  Castel  halt*  Je  next*  waye 

And  to  pQ  Constable  he  pe  lettre  toke 

And  whan  fat*  he  fis  pitous  lettre  saye  809 

fPal  oft  he  seide  alias  and  walawaye 

lord  Crist*  quod  he  howe  may  pis  leitre  endure     De»f  w,  buck] 

So  ful  of  synne  is  mony  a  creature  812 

0  myjty  god  if*  fat*  if  be  fi  wille 

8iJ)  J)ou  arf  rijfful  luge  how  may  if  be 

paf  f  ou  wilf  suffren  Innocentz  to  spille 

And  wicked  folk  regnen  in  prospcrite  816 

0  good  Custance  alias  so  woo  is  me 

Jiaf  I  mote  be  f  i  turmentowr  or  deye 

On  shames  deth  ]>er  nys  noon  of  ere  waye  819 
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Wepen  bo)»  jonge  and  olde  in  al  pai^  place 

Whan  ]>at*  fe  kinge  pia  ciused  leitie  senf 

And  Cnstance  vdp  a  dedly  pale  face 

Je  ferfe  day  toward  her  ship  she  went*  823 

Buf  na]>elee8  she  take]>  in  good  entenf 

fQ  wille  of  Crist*  and  kneling*  in  fe  stronde 

She  saide  lorde  o.  welcome  be  fi  sonde  826 

He  ])at*  me  kept*  from  pQ  fals  blame 

While  I  was  in  pQ  londe  amonges  30U 

He  kan  me  kepe  from  harme  and  eke  fro  sham 

In  salt*  See  al-pou^e  I  se  not*  howe  830 

As  stronge  as  euer  he  was  he  is  ri3t*  nowe 

In  hym  trust*  I  and  in  his  modere  dere 

^f  is  to  me  my  saille  and  eke  my  stere  833 

Hire  litel  childf  lay  weping*  in  her  Arme 

An  kneling*  pitously  to  him  she  seide 

Pees  litel  sone  I  wil  do  pe  noon  harme 

WiJ>  J>at*  her  keerchef  of  her  hede  she  breide  837 

And  ouei'  his  smale  yen  she  it*  leyde 

And  in  her  Arme  she  lulle])  it*  ful  fast* 

And  in  to  heuene  her  yen  vp  she  cast*  840 

Modere  qnod  she  and  maide  brijt*  marie 

Soje  is  fat*  forowe  wommennys  eggement*  iieofos] 

Mankinde  was  lorn  and  dampned  ay  to  dye 

ffor  which  f  i  chil(}  was  on  croys  yrenf  844 

fi  blisful  eyen  segh  al  his  turment* 

])an  is  ^r  no  comparison  bytwene 

f  i  woo  and  any  woo  man  may  snstene  847 

Thowe  seghe  ]}i  sone  yslayn  bifore  ])ine  eyen 

And  jit*  now  lyuef  my  Ktel  child  parfay 

Now  lady  br^t*  to  whoom  al  wofal  crien 

Thowe  glory  of  wommanhode  fou  faire  may  851 
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J>ow  hauen  of  refute  bri3t*  sterre  of  day 

Rewe  on  my  childf  pat*  of  j)i  gentilnesse 

Rewest*  on  euery  EwefiiH  in  distreese  854 

0  litel  child  alias  waf  is  fi  gilt* 

J>af  neuer  wrou3te8f  synne  as  ^it*  parde 

Why  wil  pine  harde  fadere  hane  pe  spilt* 

0  mercye  dere  constable  qwod  she  858 

As  lat*  my  litel  chilcJ  dwelle  here  w/t7i  pe 

And  jif  pou  darst*  not*  fauour  hym  for  blame 

8o  kisse  him  onys  in  his  faders  name  8G1 

Therwip  she  lokep  bacward?  to  pe  lande 

And  saide  fare  wel  husbondf  rewthlees 

And  vp  she  rest*  and  walkep  down  p®  stronde 

Toward  pe  shippe  hire  folowep  al  pe  press  865 

And  euere  she  preiep  her  chil(}  to  hold?  his  pecs 

And  takep  her  leue  and  with  an  holy  entenV 

She  blessep  hire  and  into  ship  she  went*  868 

Availed  was  pe  ship  it*  is  no  drede 

Abundantly  for  hire  a  longe  space 

And  oper  necessaries  pat  shulde  ncde 

She  had  ynowe  heryed  be  goddes  grace  872 

ffor  wynde  and  weder  almy^ty  god  pwrchase 

And  bringe  hure  home  I  can  no  better  seyo  [leaf  98,  back] 

But*  in  pe  See  she  drivep  forp  her  weye  875 


[PART  IIL] 

Alia  pe  kynge  commep  home  sone  aftei'  pis 

Vnto  his  Castel  of  pe  which  I  tolde 

And  axep  wher  his  wif*  and  his  child  is 

The  Constable  gan  about*  his  hert*  cold  879 
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And  pleynly  al  ]ie  manere  he  hym  told 

As  36  ban  herde  I  can  telle  if  no  betters 

And  shewe])  ]>e  kinge  bis  seele  and  his  Icttero  882 

And  seide  lord  as  30  coTnmaunded  me 

Yp  peyn  of  dej^e  so  haue  I  done  certeyne 

This  massagerd  tormented  was  til  he 

Mosf  be-knowen  and  teUen  plaf  and  pleyne  886 

firom  nyghf  to  nyjf  in  whaf  place  he  had  leyn£ 

And  pna  by  witte  and  subtil  enqneringe 

Ymagened  was  by  wbom  pis  harme  can  spryngd  889 

The  honde  was  knowen  fat*  fe  lettevQ  wrote 

And  al  J>e  venyme  of  fis  cursed  dede 

But*  in  what*  wise  certeynly  I  note 

])e  effecte  is  fis  J^af  AUa  out*  of  drede  893 

his  modere  sclowe  fat*  mony  men  pleynly  rede 

That*  for  she  tratour  was  to  her  legeaunce 

Thus  endef  old  donegild  -with  meschaunce  896 

The  Sorowe  fat*  f is  Alia  ny^t  and  day 

Makef  for  his  wif*  and  for  his  child  also 

Ther  nys  no  tunge  fat*  it*  telle  may 

But*  now  wil  I  vnto  Custance  goo  900 

That*  fletef  in  fe  See  in  peyn  and  woo 

V.  3ere  and  more  as  liked  C7*istes  sonde 

Er  fat*  her  shippe  approched  vnto  londe  903 

Ynder  an  hethen  Casteti  atte  last* 

Of  which  fe  name  in  my  tixt*  nojt*  I  fynde  [leaf  99] 

Custance  and  eke  f  e  child  f  e  see  vp  cast* 

Almyjty  god  fat*  sauef  al  man  kinde  907 

Haue  on  custawnce  and  her  childe  som  mynde 

fat*  fallen  is  in  hethen  hand  eft*  sone 

In  poynt*  to  spille  as  I  shal  telle  30U  sone  910 
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Downe  fro  J?e  CaateH  comf e  fere  mony  a  wijf 

To  gawen  on  fis  ship  and  on  ciistance 

But?  shortely  from  pe  Castel  on  a  ny3t* 

The  lordes  steward  god  3eue  hjm  meschaunce  914 

A  theef  fat*  had  reyned  our  creaunce 

Come  into  shipp  allone  and  seide  he  shulcl 

Her  lewman  be  where  so  she  wold  or  nold  917 

Woo  was  fis  wrecched  womwian  J)oo  bygone 

Her  childe  cried  and  she  cried  pitously 

But*  blisfiil  mary  halpe  Yvare  ri}t<  anone 

ffor  wij)  her  strogelinge  wel  and  my3tely  921 

Je  theef  fiUe  oner  bord  al  sodeynly 

And  in  fe  See  he  dreynt*  for  vengeance 

And  fus  haf  crisf  vnwemmed  kepte  custance  924 

0  foule  lust*  of  luxurie  lo  bine  ende  C^*****  »iote,p.mj 

!Nof  only  fat*  fou  fayntest*  mawnys  mynde 

But*  verrely  f  ou  wilt*  his  body  shende 

f e  ende  of  fi  werk  or  of  pi  lustes  blynde  928 

Is  compleynyng*  how  mony  one  may  men  fynde 

pat  nou3t*  for  werk  somtyme  but*  for  ^entente 

To  done  pis  synne  bene  eifei*  slayn  or  shente  931 

How  may  fis  weike  womman  ban  pia  strength 

Hire  to  defend  a3einsf  pia  Eenegat* 

0  Golyas  vnmesurable  of  length 

How  my3t*  dauid  make  fe  so  mat  935 

So  yonge  and  of  armure  so  desolat* 

How  durst*  he  loke  vjwn  J)i  dredful  face  iu»t  m,  back] 

Wel  may  men  seen  if  was  but*  goddes  grace  938 

Who  3af'-  ludit^  corage  or  hardynesse 

To  sdeen  hym  Olesphemus  in  his  tent* 

And  to  delyuere  out*  of  wrecchednesse 

The  puple  of  god  I  seye  for  Jjis  entent*  942 
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Thaf  ri3f  as  god  epirif  and  vigor  sent* 

To  hem  and  saned  hem  out*  of  meschaunce 

So  sent*  he  myjf  and  vigor  to  Cnstaunce  945 

PorJ>  gof  fe  shippe  )>orowe-ouf  Je  narow  moufe 

Of  lubaltar  and  scepte  dryuyng  aye 

Som  tyme  west*  and  somtyme  nour]>e  and  sou)>e 

And  somtyme  Este  fid  mony  a  wery  daye  949 

Til  Cristes  modere  blessed  be  je  aye 

hsLp  scapen  ])orgh  her  endelees  goodnesse 

To  make  an  ende  of  al  her  hevynesse  952 

"Sow  laf  vs  stynt*  of  Custance  but*  a  throwe 

And  speke  we  of  fe  Eomayn  Emperonr 

fat*  out*  of  Surry  haf  by  letters  knowe 

pe  sclaughter  of  Cristen  folk  and  dishono«/re  956 

Doon  to  his  doubter  by  a  fals  tratoMr 

I  mene  ]»  Cursed  wicked  Sowdenesse 

That*  at  pe  feesf  lete  scleen  bo]?  more  and  lesse  959 

Por  whi(&  fe  Emperowr  haf  sent*  anofi 

His  Senatour  wif  real  ordynawnce 

And  ojjer  lordes  god  wote  mony  ofi 

On  Surriens  to  taken  hie  vengeat^nce  963 

They  brennen  sleen  and  bringgen  hem  to  meschaimce . 

fful  mony  a  day  but*  shortely  fis  is  fende 

Horn  word  to  Eome  pei  shapen  hem  to  wende  966 

This  senatour  repairef  with  victorye 

To  Homeward  saillinge  ful  Eially  ii«af  loo] 

And  mette  fe  Shippe  dryuyng*  as  seif  f e  storye 

In  which  Custance  sitte  ful  pitously  970 

No  J>ing*  ne  knewe  whatl  she  was  ne  why 

She  was  in  such  aray .  ne  she  nyl  sey 

Of  her  astaat*  fough  ))af  she  shulde  deye  973 
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HE  bringe])  her  to  Eome  and  to  his  wiff 

He  jaue  hare  and  her  jonge  sone  also 

And  wi])  ]>e  Senatoure  she  lad  her  liff 

Thus  can  our  lady  bringen  out*  of  woo  977 

Woofal  Custance  and  niony  an  ofer  moo 

And  longe  tyme  dwelled  she  in  Jat*  place 

In  holy  werkes  ener  as  was  hire  grace  ;^80 

The  SenatoM^-s  wif  her  Aunte  was 

But*  for  al  Jaf  she  knewe  her  neuere  J?e  more 

I  wil  no  lenger  tarien  in  pia  cas 

But*  to  kinge  Alia  which  I  spake  of  yore  984 

Jjat*  for  his  wiff  wepej?  and  sighej)  sore 

I  wil  retome  a7ul  lete  I  wil  Custance 

Vnder  fe  Senatours  gouemawnce  987 


Kynge  AUa  which  paif  had  his  modern  sclayfi 

Vpon  a  day  felle  in  such  repentaunce 

)>at*  if  1  shortely  tellen  shal  and  playfi 

To  Eome  he  commej  to  resceyuen  his  penance 

And  putte  him  in  pe  Popes  ordinance 

In  by  and  lowe  and  Ihe^u  crisf  bysou3f 

lfor3eue  his  wicked  werkes  Jat*  he  wrou3f 

The  fame  anon  forowe  Boom  totine  is  born 
How  Alia  fe  king*  shal  commen  in  pilgrimage 
By  herberiours  fat*  wenten  hym  bifom 
ffor  which  fe  Senatoure  as  was  ysage 
Bode  hym  a3ein  and  mony  of  his  lynage 
As  wel  to  shewen  his  hie  magnificence 
As  to  doon  eny  king*  a  Eeuerence 


991 


994 


998 

[Tear  100,  back] 
1001 


Grete  chore  do)»  )>is  noble  Senatoi^r 
To  kinge  Alia  and  he  to  hym  also 
Euerech  of  hem  dof  ojicre  grete  honoar 
And  so  byfelle  faf  in  a  day  or  twoo 
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This  Senatour  is  to  king^  AUa  goo  / 

To  feesf  and  sliortely  if  I  sbal  not*  ly 

Custance  sone  in  his  Companye  1008 

Somme  men  wold  seyn  atte  request*  of  Custance 

This  Senatour  haj)  ladde  pis  childf  to  fesf 

I  may  not  tellen  euery  Circu7;istance 

Be  as  be  may  fev  was  he  atte  leest*  1012 

But*  8o])e  is  ])is  J^at*  at*  his  moders  hest^ 

Byfom  alia  dunnge  fe  metes  space 

The  Childe  stode  loking*  in  fe  kingges  face  1015 

This  AUa  kinge  hap  of  pe  child  gref  wonder 

And  to  pe  Senatoure  he  scide  anoon 

Whoos  is  pat*  faire  childe  pat*  stondep  jonder' 

I  noot*  quod  he  by  god  and  be  seynf  lohii  1019 

A  modere  he  hap  but*  fadere  hap  he  nofl 

pat*  I  of  wote  and  shortly  in  a  stounde 

He  told  Alia  how  pat*  pis  child  was  founde  1022 

But^  god  wote  qiiod  pis  Senatour  alao 

So  vertuous  a  lyuere  in  my  liflF 

Ne  segh  I  neuere  as  she  ne  herd  of  mo 

Of  worldly  wommen  /  mayde  ne  wiff  1026 

I  dar  wel  seide  she  had  leuer"  a  knyff 

porowe-out*  iier  brest*  pan  bene  a  womman  wicke 

per  is  no  man  coupe  bringe  hire  to  pat*  prikke  1029 

H'ow  was  pis  Childe  as  like  vnto  custance 

As  possible  is  a  creatwre  to  be  I'-caf  loi] 

This  Alia  hap  pe  face  in  remembrance 

Of  Dame  Custance  and  peron  mused  he  1033 

If  pat*  pe  childes  modere  were  ou^t*  she 

pat*  is  his  wif  and  prmely  he  si^t* 

And  spedde  bym  fro  pe  table  pat*  he  my3t*  1036 
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Perfay  he  Joujf  Je  fantom  is  in  myn  hede 

I  ou^t*  demen  of  skilful  luggemenf 

That*  in  pQ  salt*  se  my  wif  is  dede 

And  afterwarc}  he  made  his  argument*  1040 

What  wote  I  jif*  Jat*  crisf  haf  hider*  sent* 

My  wiff  by  see  as  wel  as  he  hei*  sent* 

To  my  cuntre  horn  j^ennes  as  she  was  went*  1043 

And  aftere  anoon  home  wip  fe  Senatouia 

GoJ)  aUa  forto  see  fis  wondei*  chance 

This  Senatour  do])  Alia  grete  honours 

And  hastifly  he  sent*  aftere  Custance  1047 

But*  truste])  wel  her  lust*  noii3t*  to  dance 

Whan  Jat*  she  wist*  wherfor  was  J)at*  sonde 

YnneJ^es  on  her  fete  she  my^t*  stonde  1050 

Whan  Alia  segh  his  wif  faire  he  her  grette 

And  wepte  it*  was  reuje  forto  see 

ffor  atte  first*  loke  he  on  hir  sette 

He  knewe  wel  verrely  Jat*  it*  was  she  1054 

And  for  sorowe  as  dombe  stant  as  a  tre 

So  was  hert*  shette  in  her  distresse 

Whan  she  remembred  his  ynkindenesse  1057 

Twise  she  swowne])  in  his  owne  si^t* 

He  wepte  and  him  excuse])  pitously 

Nowe  god  quod  he  and  his  halowes  bri3f 

So  wisly  on  my  soule  haue  mercy  1061 

])af  of  ^oure  harme  as  giltelees  am  I 

As  is  Maurice  Mi  sone  so  lik  30ur6  face  iiMfioi.bMk] 

ElUs  fe  feend  me  fecche  out*  of  fiB  place  1064 

Longe  was  pe  sobbyng*  and  fe  bitter  peyne 

Er  ])at*  her  wooful  hertes  my3ten  cese 

Grete  was  Je  pite  forto  here  hem  pleyne 

yoTgU  whichd  pleyntes  gan  her  woo  encreea  1068 
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I  prei  30U  afi  my  labour  to  relees 

I  may  not*  tellen  her  woo  vntil  to  morowe 

I  am  80  wery  to  speke  of  her  sorowe  1071 

But*  fynaly  whan  fa,V  fe  Bope  is  wist* 

That*  Alia  giltlees  was  of  her  woo 

I  trowe  an  C.  tymes  ben  J)ei  kist* 

And  suche  a  blisse  is  fer  ytwix  hem  twoo  1075 

])at*  sane  pe  loie  ])at*  lestej)  euermoo 

Jer  is  non  like  }»at*  eny  creature 

Ha])  seyne  or  shal  while  ])e  world  may  dure  1078 

Tho  preied  she  her  husbond  mekely 

In  relief  of  her  longe  pitous  pyne 

])at*  he  wolde  prei  hure  fadere  specialy 

])at*  of  his  maieste  he  woldl  enclyne  1082 

To  Youche  sauf  with  him  som  day  to  dyne 

She  preied  him  eke  he  shulde  by  no  way 

vnto  her  fader  no  word  of  hire  say  1085 

Somme  men  woldf  seyn  how  faif  ^e  childe  Maurice 

Do}»  J)is  massage  vnto  fe  Empcrour 

But*  as  I  gesse  alia  was  not*  so  nyce 

To  him  fat*  was  of  so  souereyn  honour  1089 

As  he  fat*  is  of  cristen  folk*  fe  floui^ 

Sent*  eny  childe  but*  it  is  bette  to  deme 

He  went*  him  self  and  so  it*  may  wel  seme  1092 

This  Emperour  haf  graunted  gentilly 

To  come  to  dyner  as  he  hym  bysoujf  [leaf  iw] 

And  wel  rede  I  he  loked  bisily 

Vpon  pis  child  and  on  his  dou3ter  Jou3f  1096 

Alia  gop  to  his  Inne  and  as  hym  ou^t*  ' 

Arraied  for  pis  feesf  in  euery  wise 

As  ferforp  as  his  conyng*  may  suffice  1099 
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The  morowe  come  and  Alia  can  hym  dresse 

And  eke  his  wif  fis  empcrour  forto  mete 

And  for])  pel  ride  in  loie  and  in  gladnesse 

And  whan  she  segh  her  fadere  in  )>e  strete  1 103 

She  li3t*  a-doune  and  fallef  hym  to  fete 

ffadere  quod  she  ^onre  3onge  child!  Custance 

Is  nowe  ful  clene  out*  of  joure  remembrance  1106 

I  am  30UT6  dou3tere  Custance  quod  she 

Jat*  whilom  ^e  sent*  vnte  Surray 

IV  am  I  fadere  ])af  in  )>e  salt  see 

Was  putte  allone  and  dampned  forte  dyo  1110 

Good  fader  now  I  yow  mercye  crye 

Send  me  no  more  vnto  noon  hefenes 

But*  Jonke  my  lord  here  of  his  kindenes  1113 

Who  can  pe  piteus  loye  tellen  alle 

Bitwixe  hem  pre  sij)  pei  ben  J)U8  ymctto 

But*  of  my  tele  make  an  ende  I  shal 

The  day  go))  fast*  I  wil  no  lengcr  lette  1117 

This  glad  folk  to  dyner  fei  hem  sette 

In  loye  and  blisse  at*  mete  I  lat*  horn  dwcUe 

A  |)ousancB  fold!  wel  more  p&n  I  can  telle  1120 

This  child!  Maurice  was  Bipen  'Emperour 

Made  by  pe  pope  and  lyued  cristenly 

To  cristes  churche  he  did  grete  honour 

But*  I  lat*  al  fis  story  passen  by  1124 

Of  Custence  is  my  tale  specialy 

In  olde  romayn  Gostes  may  men  fvnide  [leaf  102,  imih  i 

Mawrices  lif  I  here  it*  not*  in  mynde  it  a 

This  king*  Alia  whan  he  his  tyme  say 

Wif  Custiince  his  holy  wif  so  swete 

To  Engelond  ben  fei  come  pe  ri^t*  way 

Wher  as  fei  lyve  in  loie  and  in  quiete  1131 
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But*  litel  while  if  laste])  I  30U  hete 

loie  of  fis  world!  for  tyme  wil  not*  abide 

ffrow  day  to  1173^  it*  chaungej)  as  J)e  tyde  1134 

Wlio  lyued  euere  in  suclie  delite  a  day  ^^"'^  »«'*»  p-  »H-1 

))at*  ne  meued  eipei  conscience 

Or  lie  or  talent*  or  somkyn  aflfiray 

Envie  or  pride,  or  passiofl  or  offence  1138 

I  ne  seie  but*  for  pia  ende  ^ia  sentence 

J)at*  litel  while  in  loye  or  in  plesaunce 

Laste)>  pe  blisse  of  alia  vrip  Custaunce  1141 

Por  dej  pat*  takep  of  high  and  lough  his  rente 

Whan  passed  was  a  3eer  euene  as  I  gesse 

Out*  of  pis  world  pis  kinge  alia  he  hente 

ffor  whoom  Custance  hap  ful  grete  hevynesse  1145 

Now  lat*  Ys  preien  god  lus  saule  blisse 

And  Dame  Custance  fynally  to  seye 

Toward  pe  towne  of  Eome  gop  her  weye  11 48 

TO  Rome  is  come  pis  holy  creature 

And  fyndep  her  frende  hool  and  sound 

Kow  is  she  scaped  aU  hure  auenture 

And  whan  she  her  fadere  hap  yfounde  1152 

Doune  on  her  knees  fallep  she  to  grounde 

Weping*  for  tendemesse  in  hert*  blith 

She  heriep  God  an  C.  thousand  sipe  1155 

In  vertue  and  holy  Almesdede 

pei  lyuen  aH  and  neuere  a  sondrie  wende  D«f  i<w] 

Til  dep  departe  hem  pis  lif  pei  lede 

And  farep  now  wel  my  tale  is  at*  an  ende  1159 

Now  Ihesn  crist*  pat*  of  his  my3t*  may  sende 

loye  after  woo  goueme  vs  171  his  grace 

And  kepe  vs  aH  pat*  ben  in  pis  place  1 162 

IT  Here  endep  pe  tale  of  pe  man  of  lawe 

[T?ie  Squire's  Prologue  foUowa  in  the  ifcf/S.] 
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And  here  bygyimej)  fe  prologe  of  fe  Bqwiere      ion  te^ios] 

OTire  hoosf  ypon  his  stiropes  stood  anoil  ||  |>e  prolog* 

And  seide  good  men  herkene])  eu^rychoil 
This  was  a  )>rifty  tale  for  )q  nones 

Sire  parissh  preest  quod  he  for  goddes  bonys  1166 

Telle  Ys  a  tale  as  was  pi  forwai*d  yore 
I  se  welo  pat*  je  leemed  men  in  lore 
Can  moche  good  by  goddes  dignyte 

Je  Parsone  hym  answered  benedicite  1170 

What*  eilej  fe  man  so  synfcdly  to  swere 
Oure  boost*  answerti  0  lankyn  be  je  fere 
I  smelle  a  lollard  in  pQ  wynde  quod  he 
Howe  good  men  quod  our  boost*  herknej)  mo  1174 

Abide])  for  goddis  digne  passion 
ffor  we  shal  haue  a  predicacioiL 
pia  lollard  here  wil  prechen  vs  somwhaf 
Nay  by  my  fader'  soule  J)at  shal  he  nat*  1178 

Seide  fe  Sqwier  here  shal  he  nat  preche 
He  shal  no  gospel  glosen  here  ne  teche 
He  l&aef  al  in  ^e  grete  god  he 

He  wolde  sowen  som  difficulte  1182 

Or  springefl  Cokel  in  oure  clene  com 
And  Jjerfore  boost*  I  wame  pe  byfom 
Mi  loly  body  shal  a  tale  telle 

And  I  shal  Clynken  30U  so  meiy  a  belle  1186 

))at*  I  shal  waken  al  ])is  companyo 
Eut^  if  shal  not*  bene  of  Philosophie 
Ne  Phislyas  ne  teennes  queynf  of  lawe 
per  is  but*  Utel  latyn  in  my  mawe  1 1 90 

[TEe  Squire's  ToLefollowa  in  the  MS,] 
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^  The  Sqwiers  Tale.  [luadUn^^ 

Deaf  103,  bMkJ 

And  here  by- 
gynne])  pe  Sqwiers  tale.  / 

At*  Sanay  in  pe  land  of  Tartarye  %  fbbnla  Armigeri 
Jer  dwelt*  a  kyng*  Jjafr  werried  Eussye 
]K)]:gh  whic]l  per  deyed  mony  a  dughty  man 
^ifl  noble  king*  was  cleped  Cambynskan  12 

WhicK  in  his  tyme  was  of  so  grete  renoun 
^at  pev  nas  nowhere  in  no  regiouu 
So  Excellent*  a  lord  in  al  ])inge 

Hym  lacked  nou3t*  ])at*  longed  to  a  kynge  16 

As  of  pe  secte  of  which  ])at*  he  was  bom 
He  kepte  his  lay  to  which  }?at*  he  was  sworil 
And  ])erto  he  was  hardy  wise  and  liche 
And  pitous  and  lust*  alway  ylich  20 

8oo])  of  his  worde  benygne  and  honurable 
Of  his  corage  as  ony  centre  stable  T  oaatmm  dreau 

jong*  fresshe  and  stronge  in  Armes  desirous 
As  eny  bachilere  in  al  his  hous  24 

A  faire  p^rsone  he  was  and  fortunaf 
And  kept*  alway  so  wel  rial  astat* 
])at*  per  nas  nawhere  such  a  noper  man 
This  noble  kinge  pis  tartre  Cambynskan  28 

had  two  sones  on  Eltheta  his  wiff 
Of  which  pe  eldest*  hight*  Algarsiff 
^at*  o])er  was  cleped  Camballo 

A  doughtere  had  ]7is  wor)>i  kinge  also  32 

])at  jongest*  was  and  hijt*  Canace 
But*  forto  telle  jou  al  her  beute 
It*  li]7e  not*  in  my  tunge  ne  in  my  connynge 
I  dar  not*  vndertake  so  hye  a  ])inge  36. 
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Myn  engeliss^  eke  is  insufficieaf 

If  most  bene  a  ritthei'  excellent* 

^af  kou])e  his  colours  lougyng*  for  )aif  arte 

If  lie  flhuld  here  discryve  eny  part*  40 

I  am  noon  suche  I  most  speke  as  I  can 

And  so  byfelle  J^af  ])is  Cambynskan 

Hath  xx"  wyntere  bom  his  diademe  [leaf  im) 

As  he  was  wonte  fro  ^ere  to  3ere  I  deme  44 

He  lete  fe  feesf  of  his  natiuite 

Done  Crien  farf^  Sarray  his  Cite 

^e  last*  Idus  of  March  aftei^  ]>e  jere 

Phebns  ])e  sonne  ful  lolyf  was  and  dere  48 

fibr  he  was  nye  his  exaltacion 

In  Martes  face  and  in  his  manciofi 

In  Aries  fe  Colerik  fe  bote  signe 

fiiil  lusty  was  ^e  wedei'  and  benigne  52 

ffor  which  ])e  fowles  a^einsf  fe  sonne  shene 

What*  for  the  seson  and  fe  jonge  grene 

ffiil  loude  songe  hif  afifeccions 

Hem  semed  ban  geten  hem  protecciofis  56 

A^einst*  fe  swercB  of  wynter  kene  and  col($ 

This  Cambynskan  of  which  I  haue  30U  told 

In  Eial  vestement*  sitte  vpon  his  des 

WiJ)  dia[de]me  ful  high  in  his  paleys  60 

And  half  his  feesf  so  solempne  and  so  riche 

})af  in  ])is  worldf  ne  was  ^er  non  it  liche 

Of  which  if  I  sal  telle  al  pe  araye 

Than  wold  if  occupie  a  somers  daye  64 

And  eke  if  nede]}  naf  to  devise 

And  euery  cours  pe  ordei'  of  hei'  seruise 

I  wil  nof  telle  of  her  strange  sewes 

Ke  of  her  swannes  ne  her  heronnsewes  68 

Eke  in  ])af  londe  as  tellen  kny^tes  olde 

There  is  som  mote  ])af  is  for  deynte  holde 

Thaf  in  ^is  londe  men  recche  buf  smali 

J)6r  nys  no  man  ])af  may  reporten  ati:  72 
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I  wil  not*  tary  jou  for  it  is  pryme 

And  for  it*  .is  no  frute  buf  losse  of  tyme 

Vnto  my  fursf  I  wil  haue  my  recouis 

And  80  byfeH  ]}af  after  ])e  ^red  riecours  76 

Whil  ^at*  ])is  kinge  sitte  pus  in  liis  nobleye 

Herkenyng*  his  menstralles  her  J^ingges  pleye 

Byfom  him  af  )q  booid  deliciously  Qaaf  io4»tackj 

Inne  atte  halle  door  so  sodeynly  80 

Ther  come  a  knyght*  vpon  a  stede  of  bras 

And  in  his  honde  a  brood  myroz^r  of  glas 

Vpon  his  ]K)mbe  he  had  of  gol(J  a  rynge 

And  by  his  side  a  naked  swerd  hangynge  84 

And  Tp  he  ride])  to  fe  heigh  boord 

In  al  pe  halle  ne  was  ]}er  spoke  no  word 

£for  merveile  of  Jis  knyghfr  hym  to  biholde 

fful  bisily  pei  wayten  ^onge  and  olde  88 

This  stronge  knyght*  )>at»  come  Jus  sodeynly 

Al  armed  saue  his  hede  ful  richely 

Salued  pQ  king<  pe  quene  and  lordes  alk 

By  ordere  as  pei  seten  in  pe  halle  92 

Wip  so  high  reuerence  and  obeysanco 

As  wel  in  speche  as  in  his  countenance 

fa,V  Gawayne  wij  his  olde  curtasie 

})0U3e  he  come  ageyn  ouf  of  fiEarye  96 

Ke  coude  him  nou^t*  amende  with  no  word 

And  after  fis  bifore  Je  highe  bord 

He  wi]}  a  manly  yois  saide  his  massage 

After  ])e  forme  vsed  in  his  langage  100 

With-ouf  vice  of  sillable  or  of  le^re 

And  for  his  tale  shulde  seme  pe  betters 

Accordant*  to  his  wordes  was  his  chere 

As  teche]}  arte  of  speche  hem  pat  it  lere  104 

Al  be  it<  ])af  I  can  nof  sowne  his  styele 

Ke  can  not*  clymben  ouer  so  hi3e  a  styele 

3it*  say  I  Jis  p&if  as  to  comune  entente 

Thus  moche  amounte)>  al  })af  euere  he  ment*  108 
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If  if  80  be  Jat*  I  haue  if  in  my  mynde 

He  seide  fe  kynge  of  Arabyo  and  of  ynde 

My  liege  lore}  on  ])ls  solempne  day 

Salwe])  3011  as  he  best*  can  and  may  112 

And  seendej  jowe  in  honui*  of  ^our  feste 

By  me  ])at*  am  redy  al  at*  3oure  heeste 

This  stede  of  bras  ]7af  esily  &  weH  (iMif  losj 

Can  in  a  space  of  a  day  naturel  116 

This  is  to  saye  in  four  and  twenti^  houies  pMSxxiMj.] 

Wher  so  ^ou  lust*  in  droujf  or  in  shottres 

Beren  jouie  body  in  to  euery  place 

To  which  jonie  hertes  wilne])  forto  pace  120 

WiJ)-oute  wemme  of  30U  forow  foule  or  fare 

Or  if  30W  list*  to  flee  as  hie  in  fe  Eire 

As  do]7  an  Egle  whan  him  list*  to  sore 

This  same  stede  shal  here  30U  euermore  124 

"Wijj-outen  harme  til  30  be  where  30U  list* 

f  ow  J)at*  je  sclepen  on  his  bak*  or  rest* 

And  turne  ajein  wi])  wri)>ing*  of  a  pyiiuo 

He  J)at*  if  wrou3f  cowde  ful  mony  a  gynne  128 

He  waited  mony  a  constellaciofi 

Or  he  had  doo  ])is  operacion 

And  knewe  fill  mony  a  seal  and  mony  a  bonde 

This  myroure  eke  Jaf  I  haue  in  myn  honde  132 

Ha]7  snche  a  my3f  ))af  men  may  in  it  see 

whan  ))eT  shal  fallen  eny  aducrsite 

Vnto  30111'  regne  or  vnto  301/r  self  also 

And  openly  who  is  30ure  freencl  or  flFoo  /  136 

And  ouer  al  fis  if  eny  lady  brijf 

Haf  sette  her-herf  in  eny  maner  wijf 

If  he  be  fals  she  shal  his  tresofi  see 

His  newe  loues  and  al  his  subtilite  140 

So  openly  Jaf  fer  shal  no  Jing*  hide 

wherfore  ageyn  \v&  lusty  somers  tyde 

This  myrour  and  ])is  lyng*  ]7af  je  may  see 

He  ha])  senf  to  my  lady  Canacee  144 
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501116  excellent*  don^tere  faif  is  here 

f e  vertue  of  ]}is  Tynge  if  je  wil  here 

Is  f is  i  fat*  if  her  list*  it*  forto  were 

y*pon  her  thcmhe  or  in  her  purs  it  here  148 

per  nys  no  fowle  fat*  fleef  vnder  y  heiiene 

fat*  he  ne  shal  vnderstondl  his  steuene 

And  knowe  his  menyng*  openly  and  pleyne        D«»f  los,  bwy 

And  answere  him  in  his  langage  ageyne  152 

And  euery  gras  fat*  growef  vpon  rote 

She  shal  wel  knowe  and  whome  it  wil  do  bote 

And  be  his  woundes  neuere  so  depe  and  wide/ 

This  naked  swerd  fat*  hongef  by  my  side  166 

Such  vertue  haf  fat*  what*  man  so  ^e  smyte 

f  orowe-out*  his  armure  it*  wil  kerue  aiid  bite 

were  it*  as  thikke  as  is  a'*braunched  oke 

And  what*  man  fat*  is  wounded  wit^  fe  stroke  160 

Shal  neuere  be  hool  til  fat  30U  list*  of  grace 

To  stroke  him  -with  f  e  plat*  in  f  ilk  place 

Ther  he  is  hirt*  f  is  is  as  moche  to  seyfl 

36  mote  wetA  fe  plat*  swerde  ageyfl  •  164 

Stroke  hym  in  the  wounde  and  it*  wil  close 

This  is  a  verrey  sofe  wif-outen  glose 

If  faillef  noujt*  fe  whilis  if  is  in  ^our  holde 

And  whan  fis  kny3f  haf  fus  fis  tale  tolde  168 

He  ridef  ouf  of  f e  halle  afid  doun  he  li3f 

His  stede  which  faf  shoon  as  sonne  bTi3f 

Stanf  in  f  e  courte  stille  as  eny  stoon 

This  knyghf  is  to  his  chambre  lad  an5on  172 

And  is  vnanned  and  to  f  e  mete  I-sette 

f  e  presentes  bene  ful  richely  fette 

This  is  to  seyn  f  e  swerd  and  f  e  Mirrw^r 

And  bom  anoon  ynto  fe  hie  toure  176 

Wif  certeyn  officers  yordeyned  f  erfore 

And  vnto  Canacee  f e  ryng*  is  bore 

Solempnely  fer  she  sitte  atte  f ^  table 

Buf  sikerly  wif-oute  eny  fable  180 
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J)fe  hors  of  bras  faf  may  not*  be  rcmewed 

If  stanfr  as  it*  were  to  Je  grounde  yglwed  / 

J)er  may  no  man  out*  of  pe  place  it*  drive 

fFor  noon  engyn  of  wyndas  or  polyve  184 

And  cause  whi  for  J)ei  can  not*  pe  craft" 

And  perfore  in  pe  place  pei  han  it  laft*' 

Tyl  J?at*  J>e  kny3t*  bap  taujt*  hem  pe  manere  D»f  iw] 

To  voyden  him  as  je  shal  after  here  188 

Grete  was  pe  prees  pat*  swarmed  to  and  froo 

To  Gowren  on  pis  hors  pat*  stondep  soo  / 

ffor  it*  so  hegH  was  .  and  so  brode  and  long* 

So  wel  proporciond  forto  be  stronge  192 

Ei^f  as  if  were  a  stede  of  lumbardye 

Ther-wip  so  horsly  and  so  quyke  of  eye 

As  if  a  ge[n]til  poyleis  coursere  were 

ffor  Certes  from  his  tale  vnto  his  ere  196 

Nature  ne  arf  ne  koude  hyw  nou3f  mende 

In  no  degre  as  al  pe  puple  wende 

Buf  euer-more  hii*  mosf  wonder  was  / 

Howe  paf  if  cowde  gon  and  was  of  bras  200 

If  was  of  fayre  as  pe  puple  semed 

Dyuers  folk  dyuersly  han  demed 

As  mony  bedes  as  mony  wittes  per  bene 

pei  Mormured  as  don  a  swarme  of  been  204 

And  mede  skilles  after  her  fantasies 

Eehersinge  of  pe  olde  poetries  ^d.  eqana  padaMlug. 

And  seide  if  was  lib  pe  Pegasee 

pe  hors  paf  had  wenges  forto  fle  208 

Or  ellis  if  was  pe  Gr[e]kes  hors  Synon 

Thaf  broujf  Troy  to  destructiofl 

As  men  in  pise  olde  Geestes  rede 

Myne  herf  quod  oon  is  euere  more  in  drede  212 

I  trowe  somme  men  of  armes  bene  per-Inne 

Thaf  shapen  hem  pis  Cite  forto  wynne 

If  were  rijf  good  paf  al  sucfi  ping*  were  knowe 

Anoper  rowned  to  his  felawe  lowe  216 
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And  seide  he  lie])  for  it  is  raj^er  like 

An  apparence  ymade  by  som  magike 

As  logelours  pleyen  at*  yiae  feestes  grete 

Of  sondrj  ])ou)tes  pus  pei  langle  and  trete  220 

As  lewde  puplo  demen  comonly 

Of  fingges  J?at*  bene  made  subtily 

Than  pei  can  in  her  lewdenesse  comprehende     pMf  lo^uek] 

pei  demen  gladly  to  )e  badder  ende  224 

An  somTwe  of  hem  wondren  on  fe  myroi/r 

Jat«  bom  was  vp  vnto  Je  maister  tonr^ 

How  men  my^f  in  hif  suche  J^ingges  see 

Anojer  answercJ  and  seide  it*  my^f  wel  be  228 

Naturelli  by  composicions 

Of  Angeles  and  of  scley  reflexions 

And  seide  ])af  in  rome  was  such  oon 

^i  speke  of  Alocen  and  Vitilioii  232 

And  of  Aristote  )>at*  writ  in  her  lyues 

Of  queynt*  Mirours  a7id  of  prospectyues 

As  knowen  pei  ])af  han  her  bokes  herde 

And  opei  folk  han  wondred  on  pe  swerde  .  236 

fat*  wold  perce  fourgh  euery  ])inge 

And  fille  in  speche  of  Thelophus  pe  kinge 

And  of  Achilles  for  his  qneint^  spere 

ITor  he  kou])e  vrif  if  bof  hele  and  dere  240 

Ri3t*  in  such  wise  as  men  may  with  pe  swerda 

Of  which  ri3t»  nowe  ^e  han  joui-e  seluen  herde 

pe[i\  speken  of  sondry  hardyng  of  MetaH 

And  speken  of  medecynes  ])er-wi)>-aH  244 

And  howe  and  whan  if  shuld  harded  be 

which  is  ynknowe  algate  vnto  me 

IT  Tho  speke  fei  of  Ganaces  rynge 

And  seiden  aH  psif  such  a  wondere  f  inge  248 

Of  crafb*  of  ryngges  had  pel  neuere  noil 

Saue  ^f  he  Moyses  and  kyng*  Salomon 

Had  a  nane  of  Conyng*  in  swich  arte 

Thus  seyn  pe  puple  and  drawen  hem  a  parte  252 
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But*  najelees  somme  seide  fat*  it  was 

wonder  to  maken  of  feeme  A^ehen  glas 

And  9it*  is  glas  not*  like  asshen  of  feeme 

But*  for  fei  ban  knowen  it*  so  jemo  256 

Therfore  Cesef  her  langelinge  and  her  wonder' 

As  sore  wondren  some  on  cause  of  fondere 

On  ebbe  on  flood  on  gossomer  and  on  mysf  [leirfioT] 

And  al  fing*  to  fe  cause  is  wist*  260 

Thus  langelen  fei  and  demen  and  devise 

Til  fat*  fe  kinge  can  from  his  bordf  arise 

Phebus  haf  laft*  f  e  angle  M^redyonal 

And  3it*  ascending*  was  fe  beest*  Eoyal  264 

f  e  gentil  leon  wif  his  Aldrean 

Whan  fat*  fis  tartre  kinge  Cambynskan 

Boos  from  his  boorc^  f er  as  he  satte  ful  hie 

Byfome  him  gof  fe  lowde  Mynstralcye  268 

Til  he  come  to  his  Chambre  of  paramentys 

Ther  as  fei  sownen  dyuers  Instrumentys 

That*  is  like  an  heuene  forto  here 

Now  daunsen  lusty  venus  children  dere  272 

ffor  in  f e  ffissh  hii^  lady  satte  ful  hie 

And  lokef  on  hem  wif  a  frendly  ye 

This  noble  kinge  is  sctte  vpon  his  trone 

fis  straunge  knyght*  is  fette  to  hym  ful  sone  276 

And  on  the  Daunce  he  gof  wif  Canace 

Here  is  fe  renel  and  fe  lolite 

fat*  is  not*  able  a  dulle  man  to  deuyse 

He  most*  ban  knowe  loue  and  his  seruyse  280 

And  be  a  feestlich  man  as  fressh  as  may 

That*  shulden  30U  deuysen  swich  array 

Who  couf  e  tellen  30U  f  e  forme  of  daunces 

So  vncoufe  and  such  fressh  countynrt?/nces  /  284 

Such  Subtile  lokingges  and  dyssymulynges 

ffor  drede  of  lalowsie  mennys  apperceyuynges 

No  man  but*  launcelett*  and  he  is  dede 

f  drfor  I  passe  ouer  of  al  f  is  lustihede  288 
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I  say  no  more  bat*  in  ]}is  lolynesse 

I  lete  hem  to  men  to  soper  hem  dresse 

J>e  Stewan}  bif  spices  forto  hie 

And  eke  the  wyne  in  al  Jjis  melodye  292 

fe  vsshers  and  Je  sqwiers  ben  ygoft 

J)e  Spices  and  J)e  wyne  is  come  anon 

Thei  ete  and  drinke  and  whan  ))is  had  an  ende     [iMf  i07,  bkj 

Vnto  f e  temple  as  reson  was  fei  wende  296 

%  The  servise  done  /  fei  sou^^en  al  by  day 

whatf  nede])  30U  rehersen  her  array 

Eche  man  wote  wel  fat*  af  a  kingges  feesf 

Haf  plente  to  fe  mest*  and  to  pe  leest*  300 

And  deyntees  moo  fan  be  ia  my  knowinge 

And  aftere  sopere  gof  f is  noble  kynge 

To  sene  fis  hors  of  bras  wiUi  al  a  route 

Of  lordes  and  ladys  hym  aboute  304 

Suc&  wondring*  was  f  er  on  f  ia  hors  of  bras 

fat*  sif en  f e  grete  sege  of  Troye  was 

fer  as  men  wondren  on  an  hors  also 

Ne  was  fer  such  a  wondering*  as  was  f 00  308 

By  fynaly  f  e  kinge  axef  f  e  knyjf 

pe  vertue  of  fe  Coursere  and  f e  myjt" 

And  preide  hym  to  telle  his  gouemafice 

fe  hors  anon  gan  forto  trippe  and  dance  312 

whan  fat*  f is  kuyght*  leide  bond  vpon  his  reyno 

And  seide  Sif  f  er  is  to  more  to  seyne 

but  whan  fe  list  to  ride  owhere 

je  moot*  trille  a  pynne  stonde  in  his  ere  316 

which  I  shal  telle  jou  bytwene  vs  twoo 

36  mote  nempne  hym  to  what*  place  also 

Or  to  what*  cuntre  fat*  jou  list*  to  ride ./ 

And  whan  30  come  fere  as  30U  list*  to  abide  320 

Bidde  hym  descende  and  trille  anopere  pynne 

ffor  f er-Inne  lith  f efifecte  of  al  fat*  gynne 

And  [he]  wol  doune  descende  and  done  30ure  wille 

And  in  fat*  place  he  wille  abide  stille  324 
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Jougfe  al  the  worldf  had  J)e  contrary  swore 

He  shal  not*  J^ennys  by  throwe  ne  ybore 

Or  if  ])ou  list*  bidde  hym  ]^ennes  goon 

Trille  pia  pyiine  and  he  wil  vanyssh  andn  328 

Ouf  of  J«  si3f  of  euery  maner  wijf 

And  come  a3em  be  it*  day  or  nyght* 

whan  fat*  jou  list*  to  clepen  hym  ageyii  d»'iw] 

In  swich  a  gise  as  I  shal  to  30U  seyn  /  332 

By-twixen  30U  and  me  and  ]}at*  ful  sone 

Ride  whan  jou  list*  fer  is  no  more  to  done 

^  Enformed  whan  J^e  kyng*  was  of  fe  kny3t* 

And  ha]7  conceyued  in  his  witt*  ari3t*  336 

The  manere  and  pQ  forme  of  al  pis  ])inge 

fful  glad  and  bli])e  pe  noble  dou3ty  kynge 

Repeyring*  to  liis  reuel  as  byforn 

f  e  bridel  is  into  fe  toure  borfi  340 

And  kepte  amonge  his  Iwels  leef  and  dere 

pQ  hors  yanysshed  I  note  in  what*  manere 

Out*  of  her  si3t*  30  gete  no  more  of  mee 

But*  ]7us  I  lete  in  lust*  and  lolite  344 

This  Cambynskan  is  lordes  feestinge 

Til  wel  nygh  J^e  day  bygan  to  springe 

%  Explicit*,  prima  pars./ 

^  The  Stag«  of  an  hert* 

The  norice  of  digestiofi  is  sclepe 
Gan  on  hem  wynke  and  bad  hem  take  kepe         348 
pai?  mocK  mete  and  labour  wil  haue  rest* 
And  wi)>  a  galping*  mou]7e  hem  albycast* 
And  seide  fat*  it*  was  tyme  to  lye  adoune 
ffor  blood  was  in  his  domynaciown  352 

Cheresshef  blood  natures  frende  quod  he 
fei  f onken  hym  galping*  by  two  or  f re 
And  euery  wight*  gan  drowen  hym  to  his  rest* 
As  sclepe  hem  bad  fei  toke  it*  for  fe  best*  356 
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Her  dremes  mow  not*  be  tolde  for  me 

fiPdl  were  her  hedes  of  ffumosiie 

]>at*  causet*  dreem  of  whicH  per  is  no  charge 

yei  sclepen  til  it  was  pryme  large  360 

ye  moste  parte  but*  if  were  Canacee 

She  was  ful  mesurable  as  wommen  be ' 

ffor  of  her  fadere  had  she  take  her  leue 

To  goo  to  rest*  sone  after  it  was  Eue  364 

Her  list*  not*  appalled  forto  be  ciMtf  los,  back] 

ifor  on  fe  morowe  vnfeestlich  forto  see 

And  sclepte  hure  first*  sclepe  and  awoke 

fifor  such  a  loie  she  in  her  herte  toke  368 

Bof  of  her  queynf  rynge  and  of  her  myrowr 

]>at<  xx^  tyme  she  chaunged  her  colour 

And  in  her  sclepe  rijf  for  impression 

Of  her  myrour  she  had  a  visiofi  372 

wherfore  er  ])at*  ]>e  sonne  vp  gan  glide 

She  cleped  vpon  her  maistresse  here  beside 

And  seide  ]?at*  hir^  list*  forto  arise 

]>ise  olde  wommen  ]?at*  bene  gladly  wise  376 

As  is  her  maistresse  answerdi  hit'  anon 

And  seide  Madame  whidere  wold  je  gon 

f  us  erly  for  folke  bene  al  in  rest* 

I  wil  quod  she  arise  for  me  lesf  380 

Ko  lenger  slepen  but*  walken  aboute 

Her  Maistresse  clepej^  wo^nmen  a  grete  route 

And  vp  fei  risen  wel .  ten  or  twelue 

Yprise]?  fresshe  Canace  her  selue  384 

As  roddy  and  brijt*  as  pel  pe  3ouge  sonne 

]>af  in  ])e  Bam  is  ten  degrees  vp  ronne 

Noon  hier  was  he  whan  she  redy  was 

And  for])  she  walked  esily  a  pas  388 

Arraied  aftere  ]>e  lusty  seson  sote 

lijtly  forto  prey  and  walk  on  fote 

Nat*  but*  .V.  or  .vj.  of  her  mayhe 

And  in  a  trenche  fer  in  ye  park/  goop  she  392 
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The  vapour  whicfe  Jaf  fro  fe  erthe  glode 

Make])  fe  sonne  to  seme  rody  and  brode 

Buf  naf elees  it  was  so  faire  a  sijt* 

i)af  it*  made  aH  her  hertes  forto  li3t*  396 

What*  for  f e  seson  and  fe  mowrnyiige 

And  for  f  e  fowles  Jaf  she  herde  synge 

ffor  ri3t*  anoon  she  wist  what  fei  ment* 

Rijt*  by  her  songe  and  knewe  al  her  eutenf  400 

IF  The  knotte  whi  j)at*  euery  tale  is  tolii  [leaf  io9] 

3if  it*  be  taried  til  lust*  be  cokl 

Of  hem  fat*  han  it*  herkened  aftei*  jore 

J)e  Sauour  passej?  euer  lenger  f  e  more  404 

ffor  ffulsomnesse  of  prolixite 

And  by  ])is  same  reson  J^enke])  me 

I  shuld  vnto  fe  knotte  condescende 

And  maken  of  her  walking*  sone  an  ends  408 

IF  Amydde  a  tree  for-drye  as  white  as  chalke 

As  Canacee  was  plaiyng*  in  her  walke 

pet  satte  a  fawcofi  ouer  her  hede  ful  hie 

]>at*  wij)  a  pitous  vois  so  gan  to  crie  412 

])at*  alle  in  j)e  wode  resed  of  her  crie 

And  beten  had  her  self  so  pitously 

WiJ)  bothe  her  wenges  to  f  e  rede  blode 

Eanne  endelonge  fe  trc  f er  as  she  stode  41 6 

And  euer  in  oon  she  cried  alway  am^  shrighf 

And  wi]>  her  beke  her  seluen  so  she  pijt* 

Jat*  Jer  ne  was  Tigre  ne  cruel  beesf 

Jaf  dwellejj  eifer  in  wode  or  in  forest*  420 

fat*  ne  wold  haue  wepte  if  fat*  she  wepe  cou]>e 

ffor  sorowe  of  liii^  she  shright*  alway  so  loufe 

ffor  fer  nas  neuere  jit*  man  on  lyue 

If  fat*  I  coude  a  fawcon  wel  discryve  424 

fat*  herd  of  such  anof er  of  fairnesse 

As  wel  of  plummage  as  of  gentilnesse 

Of  shappe  of  al  fat*  my^t*  rekned  be 

A  ffawcon  peregryne  fan  semed  she  .  428 
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Of  fremde  londe  and  eueremore  as  she  stode 

She  swowned  nowe  and  nowe  for  lakke  of  blood 

Til  wel  nygh  is  she  fallen  fro  fe  tre 

This  faire  kyngges  dough tei-*  pia  Canace    *  432 

fat*  on  her  fynger  here  pe  queynte  rynge 

foTgh  which  she  vnderstode  wel  euery  finge 

f&V  eny  foule  may  in  his  ledne  seyne 

And  coude  answere  him  in  his  ledne  ageyne  436 

Ha]?  yndeisionde  ])at<  pia  fa^vcon  seide  Deaf  i09,  bock] 

And  wel  nygh  for  pe  TOVLpe  almesf  she  deide 

And  to  ]>e  tree  she  go|)  ful  hastely 

And  on  ])is  faucon  loikep  ful  pitously  440 

And  helde  her  lappe  abrood  for  wel  she  wist* 

]>e  faucon  most*  falle  from  J^e  twisf 

Whan  faf  if  swouned  next*  for  lacke  of  blode 

A  longe  while  to  waite  her  she  stode  444 

Til  atte  last*  she  spake  in  ]>is  manere 

Ynto  pe  hawke  as  ^e  shal  after  here 

IF  What*  is  pe  cause  if  if  be  forto  telle 

J^af  3e  bene  in  piB  furial  peyn  of  helle  448 

Quod  Canacee  ynto  J^is  hawke  aboue 

Is  pia  for  sorowe  of  deth  or  losse  of  loue 

ffor  as  I  trowe  ]>ise  bene  causes  two 

))an  causen  mosf  a  gentil  herf  woo  /  452 

Of  other  harme  if  nedef  nof  to  speke 

ffor  J)i  joure  self  vpon  youre  self  30U  wreke 

Which  faf  proueth  wel  f af  eij)ere  ire  or  drede 

Mote  bene  encheson  of  ^oure  cruel  dede  456 

Sif  Jaf  I  see  noon  ofer  wi3f  jou  chace 

ffor  loue  of  god  so  doj)  ^om  self  grace 

Or  whaf  may  be  ^oure  helpe  for  wesf  nor  este 

Ne  seghe  I  neuere  er  nowe  ne  brid  ne  beste  460 

Jjaf  ferde  wij)  him  self  so  pitously 

je  Bclee  me  wif  30ure  sorowe  verreyly 

I  haue  of  30U  so  grete  compassiot/n 

ffor  goddes  loue  come  fro  pe  tree  adoun  464 
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And  as  I  am  a  kingges  doii3thtei'  trewe 

If  fat*  I  verrely  pe  causes  knewe 

Of  joure  dis[e]se  if  it*  lay  in  my  my^f 

I  wold  amende  if  er  fat*  it  were  ny3f  i68 

As  wisly  helpe  me  grete  god  of  kindo 

And  Erbes  shal  1  n^i?  ynow  fynde 

To  hele  wij>  30ure  hirtes  hastely 

J»oo  shrighf  f  is  fawcon  jit*  more  pitously  472 

fan  euere  she  did  and  fille  to  grounde  an5n  Dm^iio] 

And  litti  a  swowne  dede  as  is  f e  stoii 

Til  Canacee  haf  in  hure  lappe  her  take 

Vnto  fat*  tyme  she  gan  of  swowne  awake  476 

And  after  fat*  she  of  swowne  gan  vpbreide 

Rijt*  in  hiie  hawkes  leodene  f  us  she  seide 

IT  fat*  pite  rennef  sone  in  gentil  herte 

fifeling*  his  symilitude  in  peynes  smerte  480 

Is  proued  alday  as  men  may  it  see 

As  wel  be  werk*  as  be  auctorite 

ffor  gentil  hert*  kepef  gentillesse 

I  se  wele  fat*  je  han  on  my  distresse  484 

Compassion  my  faire  Canacee 

Of  verrey  wommanly  benignyte 

That*  nature  in  joure  principles  haf  sette 

But*  for  noon  hope  forto  fiire  f  e  bette  488 

But*  forto  obeye  vnto  joure  hert«  free 

And  forto  maken  of  er  be  ware  by  me 

As  by  fe  whelpe  chastised  is  the  lyon 

Rijt*  for  fat*  cause  and  for  fat*  conclusion  492 

While  fat*  I  haue  a  leisere  and  a  space 

Myn  harme  I  wil  confessen  er  I  pace 

And  euere  while  fat*  she  her  sorowe  tokl 

fat*  ofer  wepte  as  she  to  water  woW  496 

Til  fat*  f e  ffaucon  bad  hii'  to  be  stille 

And  wif  a  sighe  f  us  she  seide  hii^  tille 

Ther  I  was  bredde  alias  fat*  ilk  daye 

And  fostred  in  a  roche  of  Merbel  graye  500 
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So  tenderly  J^af  no  pinff  eiled  me 

I  ne  wist  not*  what*  was  adueisite 

Til  I  coude  flee  ful  hie  vndere  J)e  skie 

Tho  dwelled  a  tercelet*  me  fiast  by  504 

psiif  semed  welle  of  al  gentilnesse 

Al  were  he  ful  of  treson  and  falsnesse 

If  is  wrapped  vnder  humble  chere 

And  vndet'  hwe  of  trou)>e  &  in  such  manere ./  508 

Vndere  plesaunce  and  vnder  bisy  peyne  [leaf  uo,bMk] 

]>at<  no  wight*  cou]?e  han  wende  he  coude  feyn^ 

8o  depe  in  greyne  he  dyed  his  coloures  / 

Ei^t*  as  a  serpent*  hyd  hy^Ti  vnder  floures  512 

Til  he  may  se  his  tyme  forto  bite 

Ei^t*  so  pia  god  of  loue  ypocrite 

Do]?  so  his  serymonijs  and  obeysances 

And  kepe])  in  semblaunt*  al  his  obseruaunces  /  516 

That*  sownefe  into  gentilnesse  of  loue 

As  in  a  tompe  is  al  ])e  faire  aboue 

And  vnder  is  f  e  cours  which  as  ^e  wote 

8uch  was  ]>is  ypocrite  bo]>  colde  and  hote  520 

And  in  J^is  wise  he  serued  his  entente 

]>at*  saue  pe  feende  non  wist*  what*  he  mente 

Til  he  so  longe  had  wepte  and  compleyned 

And  many  a  jeer  his  servise  to  hym  feyned  524 

Til  ]>at*  myn  hert*  to  pitous  and  to  nyce 

Al  Innocent*  of  his  crowned  malice 

flbr-ferde  of  his  de]>  as  Jyoujt*  me 

Ypon  his  o]>es  and  his  Suerte  528 

Graunted  hym  loue  vpon  piB  condicioun 

.]>at*  euer  moo  myn  honui^  and  my  renoun 

Were  saued  boj)  privey  and  apert* 

pia  is  to  seyn  ]»it*  after  his  dissert*  532 

I  jaue  hym  al  myn  hert*  and  my  ]>oujt* 

God  woof  and  he  f af  ofer  wise  noujf 

And  toke  his  herf  in  chaunge  of  myii  for  ay 

Buf  8o]>  is  seide  go  sij^en  mony  a  day  536 
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A  trewe  wight*  and  a  J>eef  thenkejj  nof  oon 

And  wlian  he  sawe  J)e  fing*  so  fer  ygofl 

faf  I '[had]  graunted  hym  fully  my  loue 

In  such  a  gise  as  I  haue  seide  aboue  540 

An  jeuen  hym  my  trewe  herf  as  free 

As  he  swore  he  jaf  his  herf  to  me 

Anofl  J)is  tigre  ful  of  doublenesse 

ffil  on  his  knees  wi))  so  deuoute  humblesse  544 

WiJ?  hye  reuerence  and  as  by  his  chere  [leaf  iii] 

So  like  a  gentile  louere  of  manere 

So  rauisshed  as  it*  semed  for  J>e  loye  , 

Jjat*  neuere  lason  ne  Paris  of  Troye  648 

lason  certes  ne  noon  of  ere  man 

Sip  Lame]?  was  ])at*  alj)er  furst*  biganne 

To  louen  two  as  writen  folk*  to-fome 

Ke  neuere  si])  pe  first*  man  was  born  552  |  * 

Ne  coude  man  by  xx**  fousand  part* 

Countrefete  Je  sophymes  of  his  arte 

Ne  were  worj)i  to  vnbocle  his  galocke 

pel  dowblenesso  or  faynyng*  shuld  approclie  556 

Ne  so  cou])e  ]7ouke  a  wi^f  as  he  did  me 

His  manere  was  an  heuene  for  to  see 

Til  eny  wowman  were  she  neuere  his  vrys 

So  peynted  he  and  kembe]?  at*  poynf  devis  560 

As  wel  his  wordes  as  his  countenaz^nce 

And  I  so  loued  hym  for  his  obeysaunce 

And  for  fe  trouf e  I  demed  in  his  herf 

fat*  if  so  were  fat*  eny  finge  hy7/i  smerte  564 

Al  were  it*  neuere  so  lite  and  I  it  wist* 

Me  foujt*  I  felt*  def  at*  myn  hert6  twiste 

And  shortely  so  ferforj)  fis  finge  wente 

fat*  my  wille  haf  his  willes  Instrument*  568 

fis  is  to  seyne  my  wille  obeied  his  wille 

In  al  finge  as  fen^  as  reson  fille 

Kepinge  Jje  bouudes  of  my  worsliip  euere 

Ne  neuere  had  I  f  inge  so  leef  ne  leuere  572 
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As  hym  f  god  wote  ne  neuere  shal  no  moo  / 

pi8  last*  lenger  Jan  a  ^ere  or  twoo 

IT  That*  I  Suppose  of  hym  no  f  ing*  but*  good 

But*  fynaly  Jjus  af  the  ende  it*  stood  576 

))af  fortune  wold  fat*  he  most*  twynne 

Out*  of  fat*  place  which  fat*  I  was  Inne 

where  me  were  woo  it  is  no  question 

I  can  not*  make  of  it  discripciofi  680 

fTor  oon  finge  dar  I  telle  boldely  peaf  iii,i)ack] 

I  knowe  what*  is  f e  peyne  of  def  ])nrbj  f 

Such  harme  I  felt*  for  he  no  wi3t*  by-leue 

So  on  a  day  of  me  he  toke  his  leue  584 

So  sorowefulli  eke  fat*  I  wende  verrely 

fat*  he  had  feled  as  moche  harme  as  I 

"Whan  faf  I  herde  hym  speke  and  segh  his  hwe 

But*  nafelees  I  f ou3t*  he  was  so  trewe  588 

And  eke  ]>af  he  repeire  shuld  agayu/ 

Wijhinne  a  litel  while  sof  to  sayn 

And  reson  wold  eke  fat*  he  most*  goo 

fTor  his  honoure  as  oft  happef  soo  592 

J)af  I  made  vertue  of  necessite 

And  toke  it  wel  sif  fat*  it*  most  be 

As  I  best*  myght  I  hid  fro  hywi  my  sorowe 

And  toke  hym  by  fe  honde  seint*  lohfl  to  borowe         596 

And  seide  f  us  loo  I  am  ^oures  aH 

Bef  swich  as  I  haue  be  to  you  and  shal 

what*  he  answerd  it*  nedef  not  reherce 

who  can  seyn  bette  fan  he  who  can  do  wora  600 

whan  he  haf  al  wel  seide  fan  haf  he  dona 

Jjerfore  bihouef  hyw  a  ful  longe  spone 

fat  shal  eten  wtt^  a  feend  f us  herd  I  seye 

So  at*  fe  last*  he  mote  forf  his  weye  604 

And  forf  he  fleef  til  he  come  per  hym  list* 

whan  it*  come  hym  to  pwrpoos  for  to  list* 

IT  I  trowe  he  had  f  ilk*  texte  in  mynde  ^  KJSiit?  "^ 

J)af  al  f  inge  repeiryng*  to  his  kinge  608 
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Glade]?  hjm  self  ]>iis  seyn  men  as  I  gesse 
Men  louen  of  propre  kinde  newfangilnesse 
As  briddes  doon  ])at<  men  in  cages  fede 
ffor  ]>eig&  pon  ny^t*  and  day  take  of  hjm  hede  612 

And  strawe  lier  cage  faire  and  soft  as  silk 
And  jeue  hem  sugre ,  hony  .  brede  and  mylk"  • 
3if  right*  anoon  as  fat*  his  door  is  vppe 
He  wif  his  feete  wil  spume  dot^n  his  cuppe  616 

And  to  fe  wode  he  wil  and  wormes  ete  cieaf  u«] 

8o  newfangle  bene  pei  of  her  mete 
And  louen  nouelries  of  propre  kinde 
No  gentilnesse  of  blood  may  hem  bynde  620 

So  ferde  ])ls  tercelet*  alias  ]>e  day 
Thowe  he  were  gentiH  bom  fressfi  and  gay 
And  goodly  forto  sene .  humble  and  free 
He  segh  vpon  a  tyme  a  kite  fle  624 

And  sodeynly  he  loued  Jjis  kite  soo 
That*  al  his  loue  is  clene  fro  me  goo 
And  ha);  his  trow]?e  falsed  in  pia  wise 
Thus  ha])  pe  kite  my  loue  in  her  seruyse  628 

And  I  am  lom  wttA-outen  remedye 
And  ynjf  ])at*  worde  ]>is  fawcon  gan  to  crie 
And  swowned  eft*  in  Canaces  barme 
Grete  was.  pe  sorowe  for  ]?at*  haukes  harme  632 

That*  Canacee  and  alio  her  wo?nmen  made 
])ei  nyst*  ho  we  ]>at*  pei  myjt*  pe  faucon  glade 
But*  Canace  home  berejj  her  in  hii*  lappe 
And  softely  iQ  plaasters  gan  hir  wrappe  636 

])er  as  she  -with  hire  beek  had  hurt*  her  selue 
Kowe  can  not*  Canace  but*  herbes  delue 
Out*  of  the  grounde  and  maken  salues  newe 
Of  herbes  precious  and  fyne  of  hewe  640 

To  helen  wi]j  Jje  hauke  from  day  to  ny^t* 
She  do])  her  bysynesse  and  al  hei'  my3t* 
And  by  hire  beddes  hede  she  made  a  mewe 
^*  And  keuered  it*  vrip  yeluetes  blewe  644 
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In  signe  of  irou]>e  ])af  is  in  wommen  sene 

And  AH  wi]>-oate  pe  mwee  is  peinted  grene 

In  whiche  were  peynted  aH  J>ise  fals  foules 

As  bene  ^ise  tydifs  .  tercelettes  and  owles  648 

Rijf  for  J)e  spite  were  peynted  hem  biside 

Pies  on  hem  forto  crie  and  ckide 

])us  lete  I  Canace  her  hauke  kepinge 

I  wil  no  more  as  nowe  speke  of  her  rynge  652 

Til  it  come  ef!^  to  purpoos  forto  seyn  Oetf  iis»tMck] 

Howe  J»t*  Jjis  faucon  gate  her  loue  ageyfi 

Hepentaunt*  as  fe  story  tellej?  vs 

By  mediacion  of  Camballus  656 

pQ  kyngges  sone  of  whic^  I  30U  tolde 

Buf  hens  forf  I  wil  processe  holde 

To  speken  of  auentures  and  of  batailles 

That*  jif  was  neuere  herde  so  grete  m^veiles  660 

ffirsf  wil  I  telle  30a-  of  Cambynskan 

That*  in  his  tyme  mony  a  Cite  wan 

And  aftere  wil  I  speke  of  algarsif 

How  J>af  he  wan  Theodora  to  his  wiff  664 

ffor  whan  ful  oft«  in  grete  periH  he  was 

Xe  had  he  bene  holpen  by  pe  hors  of  bras 

And  aftere  wil  I  speke  of  Camballo 

)^af  faught*  in  listes  wi])  pe  brej^eren  two  668 

ffor  Canace  er  Jyat*  he  my^f  hii*  wynne 

And  pet  1  left*  wil  I  ageyn  bygynne 

.i.  aol. 

^«-  Apollo  whirle]>  vp  his  chare  so  hie 

Mt  Til  ^t*  pe  god  Mercurius  hous  ye  sclie  672 

JESzplieif  secnnda  fa/rn  i 

^  Here  ende>  pe  sqnyen  tale 
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And  here 
bygynne))  ]>e  prologe  of  y  merohaonte. 


[<m  U^  11^  hayki 


I 


n  feij)  Sqnier  J»ow  hasf  Je  wel  yquytte 
And  gentely  I  preise  wel  fi  witte 
Quod  ]>e  meTchaunf  consideryng*  pi  ^onfe 
So  felingly  J>ou  spekest*  sir'  I  f e  alou])e  67 G 

Ab  to  my  dome  ]>er  is  non  )iaf  is  here 
Of  Eloquence  fat*  shal  he  J>i  pere 

[And  if  fat  povr  lyue  god  ^if  pe  goode  chaunce  [Buiow  XB  ao] 
And  in  vertue  sende  the  Contynaunce] 
ffor  of  pi  speche  I  haue  gref  deynte 
I  haue  a  sone  and  hy  ]>e  trinite 
I  had  leueie  ]>an  zx^  pounde  wor]>  londl 
]K>tigh  it*  were  rijf  nowe  fallen  in  my  hond 
3e  ere  a  man  of  sud&  discreciofi 
As  paff  3e  hefl  fy  on  possessiofi 
But*  3if  a  man  he  u^rtuous  withal 
I  haue  my  sone  snyhhed  and  j,ii?  shal  / 
ffor  he  to  yertue  liste]>  not*  entende 
But*  forto  pley  atte  dys  and  to  dispende 
And  lese  al  p&if  he  ha])  is  his  vsage 
And  he  hsLp  leuere  talke  wi]>  a  page 
pan  to  comune  wi]>  a  gentile  wijt* 
where  he  my3t*  leme  gentillesse  ari^f 
A  strawe  for  ^oure  gentilnesse  quod  our  Hoost* 
Whaf  Marchaunte  parde  Sir'  wel  poxi  woosf 
That*  ecb  of  jou  mote  tellen  af  pe  leest* 
A  tale  or  twoo  or  hreken  his  hihest* 
That*  knowe  I  weti  quod  pe  Merchaunte  certeyfl 
I  prey  jou  haue])  not<  me  in  disdeyne 
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])oi^e  to  pis  man  I  speke  a  word!  or  twoo 

Telle  on  fi  tale  wiJ)-outen  woides  moo  / 

Gladly  sii*  ooste  quod  lie  I  wil  obeye 

Ynto  jour  wille  now  herkene])  what*  I  seye  704 

I  wil  jou  not*  contrarye  in  no  wise . 

As  ferre  as  my  wittes  wil  snffise 

I  prey  to  god  ]>af  it*  may  plesen  jou 

yan  woof  I  wolo  pat*  it*  is  good  ynowe  708 

piu  tniidp  pe  prologe  / 
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And  here  by- 
gynnep  ]>e  Xdrchormtes  tale.  ion  ut^rvs} 

Whilom  per  was  dwellinge  in  lambardy  IF  The  tale. 
A  worfi  kny3t«  paif  born  was  af  Pavy 
In  which  he  lyued  in  greto  prosperite 
And  sixty  jere  a  wyuelees  man  was  he  1248 

And  folowed  ay  his  bodely  delite 
On  womman  ]>er  as  was  his  Appetite 
As  doon  J^ise  fooles  j^af  bene  seculers 
And  whan  Jjaf  he  was  pasf  sixty  jeres  1252 

Were  it*  for  holynesse  or  ellis  for  dotage    * 
I  can  not*  seye  buf  suche  a  corage 
had  pia  knyghf  to  be  a  wedded  man 
That*  day  and  nyght  he  do])  al  paif  he  can  1256 

To  aspie  where  he  my^f  wedded  be 
Preiynge  onr  lord  to  graunt*  hym  paV  he  / 
Might*  ones  knowe  fat*  blisful  liff  perfiw,  i»ek] 

f&if  is  bytwixe  an  husbonde  and  his  wif  1260 

And  for  to  lyuen  vnder  fat*  holy  band 
Wif  which  god  farste  man  to  womman  band 
Koon  ofer  lif  seide  he  is  worf  a  bene 
ffor  wedloke  is  so  esi  and  so  clene  1264 

That*  in  f is  world  if  is  a  paradys 
Thus  seif  f\a  olde  knyjf  fat*  was  so  wis 
And  certeynly  as  sof  as  god  is  kinge 
To  take  a  wif  it*  is  a  glorious  f  inge  1268 

And  namely  whan  a  man  is  olde  a7id  hoore 
fan  is  a  wif  f e  frute  of  his  tresore 
fan  shuld  he  take  a  ^onge  wif  and  a  fair« 
On  which  he  myjf  engender  him  an  aire  1272 
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And  lede  his  lif  in  loye  and  solace  .; 

Wher  as  ]>e  bachilers  synggen  alas 

Whan  f  ei  fynde  eny  aduersite 

In  loue  whicb  ])at*  is  but*  childes  vanite  1276 

And  trewly  it*  sitte  wel  to  be  soo    , 

That*  bachilers  han  ofte  peyne  and  woo 

On  brutel  grounde  ])ei  beelde  brutelnesse  \ 

^i  fynde  whan  ]>ei  wene  sikemesse  1280 

]>ei  lyue  but*  as  a  bridde  or  a  beest* 

In  liberte  and  vnder  nyce  areest* 

^r  as  a  wedded  man  in  his  astate 

Lyue]?  his  lif  bUsful  and  ordynate  1284 

Vndere  J)e  jok*  of  manage  ybounde 

Wel  may  his  herf  in  loye  and  blisse  be  founde 

ffor  who  can  be  so  buxom  as  a  wif 

Who  is  so  trewe  and  eke  so  tentiff  1289 

To  kepe  him  soke  and  hole  as  is  his  make 

ffor  wel  ne  woo  she  wil  not*  hym  forsake 

She  nys  not*  wery  hym  to  loue  and  serue 

]K>u)e  ]>at*  he  lye  bedrede  tU  he  sterue  1292 

And  jit<  Bomme  clerkes  sein  ])at*  it*  is  not*  soo 

Of  which  theo&aste  is  oon  of  ])oo ./ 

What*  foorce  ]»ou3f  Thophrasf  luste])  lye  Owf  lu] 

2^e  take  no  wif  quod  he  for  husbondrye  1296 

As  forto  spare  in  household  ]>i  dispence 

A  trewe  seruaunte  do]>  more  diligence 

Thi  good  to  kepe  )»an  J^ine  owne  wif 

(ffor  J9he  wil  cleyme  half  part*  al  her  lif  1300 

And  }if  ]>at  ])ou  be  seke  so  god  me  saue 

Thi  yerrey  frendes  or  a  trewe  knaue 

Wil  kepe  ^  better  fan  she  fat*  waitef  ay 

Aftere  fi  good  and  haf  do  mony  a -day  1301 

And  if  f  ou  take  a  wif  ^fat*  to  fe  is  vntrewe 

fful  ofle  tyme  it*  shal  fe  Rwe  *  [^"^  %  8puriou$\ 

This  entent*  an  hundred  sif  es  wors 

wiitef  fis  man  ]}er  god  his  bonys  curs  }3Q8 
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But*  take  no  kepe  of  al  such  vanyte 

Defie  Theofrasf  and  herkene]?  me 

A  wiff  is  goddys  jiff  verreyly 

Al  oJ>er  manere  ^iftes  hardely  1312 

As  londes .  rentes  pasture  or  comune 

Or  mebles  al  bene  jiftes  of  fortune 

^at*  passen  as  a  shadowe  on  a  watt 

But*  drede  if  noujf  pleynly  speke  I  shatt  1316 

A  wiff  wil  lasf  and  in  Jjine  hous  endure 

Wei  more  fan  fe  list*  perauenture 

Mariegge  is  a  ful  grete  sacrament* 

Who  ha})  no  wiff  I  telle  hym  shenf  1320 

He  lyue)>  helplees  and  is  al  desolate 

I  speke  of  folk*  in  seculere  astate 

And  herken  wlii .  I  seie  not*  Jjis  for  nou3t* 

J^e  womman  is  for  mannes  helpe  ywrou3f  1324 

J>e  highe  god  whan  he  had  Adam  maked 

And  seghe  him  alone  bely  naked 

God  of  his  grete  goodnesse  seide  ])an  / 

Lat*  Ys  make  an  helpe  vnto  pia  man  1328 

like  to  hym  self  and  ])an  he  made  Eue 

Here  may  3ee  see  and  herby  may  je  preue 

]>at*  }q  wiff  is  mannys  Comfort*  [leaf  lu,  haoi] 

Bis  Paradys  terrestre  and  his  disport*  1332 

So  buxom  and  so  vertuous  is  she 

fei  mosta  nedes  lyue  in  ynite 

Oo  flessh  ))ei  bene  and  two  soules  as  I  gesse 

Ha]>  but*  oon  hert*  in  hele  and  in  distresse  1336 

A  wif  a  seynt*  Mary  benedicite 

How  my3t*  a  man  han  eny  aduersite 

]}at*  hsLp  a  wiff  certes  I  can  not*  seie 

})e  blisse  ])at<  is  ytwixe  hem  tweye  134*0 

))er  may  no  tunge  tellen  or  hert*  J^enk* 

If  he  be  poor  she  helpe J>  him  to  swynk* 

She  kepe])  his  good  and  waaste]?  neuer  a  dele 

Al  fat*  her  husbon^  lust*  she  likef  wele  1344 
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She  8ei]>  not*  ouys  nay  whan  he  seith  30 

Do|)  pis  aeip  he .  al  redy  aire  'sei])  she 

O  blisful  orJere  of  wedloke  precious 

povL  arte  so  mery  and  eke  so  vertuous  1348 

And  BO  commended  and  so  appreued  eke 

))at<  euery  man  ]>af  halt*  him  wor])  a  leke 

Vpon  his  bare  knees  au3t*  al  his  lif 

Thanken  his  god  jyat*  him  h&p  sent*  a  wif  1352 

Oy^r  prei  to  god  him  for  to  sende 

A  wiff  to  last*  vnto  his  lyues  ende 

ifor  jyan  his  lif  is  sette  in  sikemesse 

He  may  not*  be  desceyued  as  I  gesse  1356 

So  ]»f  he  worche  after  his  wyues  rede 

)»an  may  he  boldely  here  vp  his  hede 

pei  bene  so  trewe  and  also  wys 

ifor  vrhich  if  f  ou  wilt*  worchen  as  ]>•  wis  1360 

Do  alway  so  as  yrommen  wU  pe  rede 

Loo  howe  ]>at*  lacob  as  ]?ise  clerkes  rede 

By  good  counseil  of  his  modern  Kebekke 

Boonde  pe  kyddes  skyn  about*  his  nekke  1364 

ffor  which  his  faders  benyson  he  wan 

Loo  ludith  as  fe  storie  telle  can 

Be  wise  counsail  she  goildes  puple  kepte  Omt  iisj 

And  sclowe  hym  Olophemes  while  he  sclepte  1368 

Lo  Abygail  by  couiiseille  how  she 

Saued  her  husbonde  NabaH  whan  pai?  he 

Shuld  haue  be  sclayne  and  loke  aster  alsoo 

By  good  counsaile  delyuered  out*  of  woo  1372 

pe  puple  of  god  and  made  hym  marche 

Of  assure  enchaunced  forto  be 

Ther  is  no  )»inge  in  grete  superlatif 

As  seijy  seneke  [above]  an  humble  wif*  1376 

Suffre  ^i  wifes  tunge  as  Catofil  bitte 

She  shal  coTnmaunde  and  fon  shalt*  sufire  it* 

And  jif  she  wil  obeye  of  Curtesie 

A  wif  is  keper  of  )>ine  husbondrye  1380 
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wele  may  ]>e  eeke  man  bj-weile  and  wepe 

per  as  J^er  nys  no  wif  ))e  hous  to  kepe 

I  wame  Je  jif  wisly  pou  wirchc 

Loue  wel  pi  wif  as  crist  loue])  his  cliirche  1384 

If  thou  louest*  Ji  sfelf  wel .  povi  louesf  f  i  wif 

Ko  man  hate])  his  flessti  baf  in  his  lif 

He  fostreth  it*  and  Jerfore  bid  I  Je 

Ghensshe  pi  wif  or  pou  shalt*  neudre  the  1388 

Husbonde  and  wif  whaf  so  men  lape  or  pleye 

Of  worldly  folk  holde  f  e  siker  weye 

They  bene  so  knytte  per  may  noon  harme  betide 

)kiLd  namely  vpon  pe  wives  side  1392 

flPor  which  pis  lanuarie  of  which  I  tolde 

Considered  hap  wip-in  his  daies  olde 

pe  lusty  lif  pe  vertuous  quiete 

J^at'-is  in  manage  hony  swete  1396 

And  for  his  frendes  on  a  day  he  sent* 

To  tellen  hem  the  effecte  of  his  entent* 

wip  face  sadde  his  tale  he  hap  hem  told 

fie  saide  frendes  I  am  hoor  and  olde  1400 

And  almost*  god  wote  vpon  pe  pittes  brinke 

Vpon  my  soule  somwhat*  I  most*  penke 

1  haue  my  body  folily  dispended  /  OM^uBibick] 

Blessed  be  god  it*  shal  be  amended  1404 

flFor  I  wil  bene  certeyn  a  wedded  man 

And  pat*  anon  in  al  pe  hast*  I  can 

Vnto  some  maide  faire  and  tender  of  age 

I  prey  30U  shapep  for  my  manage  1408 

Al  sodeynly  for  I  wil  not  abide 

And  I  wil  foonden  to  aspie  on  my  side 

To  whoom  I  may  be  wedded  hastely 

But*  for  as  moche  as  ^e  bene  more  pan  I  1412 

3e  shul  raper  such  a  piuge  espien 

]?an  I  and  per  me  lust*  best*  to  alien 

But*  of  on  ping*  I  wame  30U  my  frendes  dere 

I  nyl  noon  olde  wif  haue  in  no  manere  141.6 
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She  shal  not*  passe  xvj  jere  in  fayn 
Old  hash  and  ^onge  flessli  ])af  wil  I  haue  certayfi 
Betf  is  quod  he  a  p[i]ke  J>an  a  pikerett 
And  bette  ]>an  olde  beef  is  pe  tendei'  veeH  1420 

I  "wil  no  womman  of  xxx**  wynter^  age 
It*  is  but*  bene  strawe  and  grete  forage 
And  eke  piae  olde  wyued  god  it  wote 
]>ei  konnen  so  moche  craft*  on  wades  bote  1424 

So  mochel  broke  harme  whan  ])af  hem  lest* 
That*  wij>  hem  shulcF  I  neuei*  lyuen  in  rest* 
ffor  sondry  scoles  make])  subtile  clerkes 
Womman  of  mony  scoles .  half  a  clerk  es  1428 

But*  certeyn  a  yonge  J»ing*  may  man  gye 
Eijf  as  men  may  wanne  wax  with  handis  plye 
Wherfore  I  seie  jou  pleynly  in  a  clause 
I  nyl  non  olde  wif  han  rijt*  for  p\a  cause  1432 

ffor  if  so  were  I  had  some  meschaunce 
Jat*  [I]  in  hire  ne  coufe  haue  no  plesaimce 
Jan  shuld  I  lede  my  lif  in  auentiire 
And  so  streite  to  J>e  deuel  sure  1436 

"Ne  children  shuld  I  noon  vpon  hure  geten 
3it*  had  me  leuere  Jat*  houndes  had  me  eten 
Than  Jat^myne  Heritage  shulde  falls  [leafiiQ 

In  straunge  honde  and  Jus  I  telle  30U  aH  1440 

I  dote  not* .  I  not*  Je  cause  whi 
Men  shuld  wedde  and  ferthermore  wote  I 
Ther  spekej  mony  a  man  of  Manage 
Jaf  wote  no  more  of  it*  Jan  do  J  my  page  1444 

ffor  whiche  causes  men  shuld  take  a  wif* 
3if  he  may  not*  chaast  bene  his  lif 
Take  him  a  wif  wij  grete  deuocion 
Bycause  of  leeful  procreaciofi  1448 

Of  children  to  Je  honure  of  god  aboue 
And  noujt*  only  for  paramour  ne  for  loue 
And  for  Jei  shulden  leccherie  eschewe 
And  ^eelde  her  dettes  while  Jat*  if  is  newe  1452 
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Or  for  ]>at*  eche  man  shuld  helpe  oj^ere 

In  meschief  as  sostere  slial  to  bro]>ere 

And  lyve  in  chastite  ful  heuenly 

But*  sirs  bj  3oure  leue  })at<  am  nof  I  1456 

ffor  god  bj})onke  if .  I  dar  make  auaunte 

I  fele  my  lymmes  sterke  and  soffisaunf 

To  done  al  J^af  a  man  bylongej)  to 

I  wote  my  self  besf  what*  I  may  do  1460 

Jyou3  I  be  hoor  I  fare  as  do])  a  tre 

fat  bloemeth  er  ]>e  frute  ywox[e]  be 

|)at*  blossmed  tre  is  nei]>er  drie  ne  dede 

I  fele  no  where  hoor  but*  on  my  hede  1464 

Myne  herf  and  my  lymmes  ben  as  grene 

As  lauriel  is  ]>orgh  ^e  3ere  to  sene 

And  sythen  ^e  ban  herd  al  myn  entente 

I  prey  30U  to  my  wille  30  assent*  1468 

Dyners  men  dyuersly  hyin  told 

Of  Mariage  mony  ensamples  olde 

So??ime  blamen  it*  somme  preisen  it  certayfL 

Buf  af  })e  laste  shortely  forto  saya  1472 

As  alday  fsllep  altei-cacioil 

Bitwixen  frendes  in  disputaciofl 

fev  fiUe  a  strif  ytwix  his  bre]>eren  two  *  pMrii^bMk] 

Of  which  J)af  oon  is  eleped  placebo ./  1476 

lustinus  so])ly  called  was  ^at*  othei^ 

Placebo  seide  00  I  am  joure  brofei-e 

fful  litel  nede  ban  ye  my  lord  so  dere 

Coimseile  to  aske  of  ony  J^af  is  here  1 480 

But*  fat*  je  bene  so  ful  of  Sapience 

That*  30U  ne  likef  for  ^oure  high  prudence 

To  weyue  from  fe  word  of  Salomon 

This  word  seif  he  vnto  vs  everechofl  1484 

TVirk*  al  fing*  by  counseile  Jus  seide 

And  fan  shalt*  f ou  not*  repent*  fe 

But*  feigh  fat*  Salomon  speke  such  a  word 

Myn  owne  dere  brof  er  and  my  lord  1 488 
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So  wisly  god  bring*  my  eaide  at*  ese  and  reef 

I  holde  30ure  owe  counseH  is  pe  best* 

ffor  bro]>er  myn  take  of  me  fia  motif 

I  haue  bene  no  we  a  courte  man  al  my  lyf*  1492 

And  god  woot*  J^ouje  I  vnworjji  be 

I  haue  stonden  in  ful  grete  degre 

Abowen  lordes  of  ful  grete  astate 

^it*  bad  I  neuere  wi|)  none  of  hem  debate  1496 

I  neuere  hem  contraried  trewly 

I  wote  wele  ^at*  my  lord  can  more  ])an  L 

That*  he  seij)  I  holde  it*  forme  and  stable 

I  seie  fe  same  or  ellis  fing*  semblable  1500 

A  fill  grete  fool  is  eny  counseloui' 

^at<  seruc])  eny  lord  of  hie  honour' 

J^at*  dar  presume  or  ones  J^enk*  it* 

That*  his  counsaile  shuld  passe  his  lordes  witte  1504 

Nay  lordes  bene  no  fooles  be  my  fay 

3e  haue  ^oure  self  spoken  here  to  day 

So  high  sentence  so  holy  &  so  weH 

That*  I  consent*  and  conferme  eu^  dele  1508 

Jour  wordes  al  &  ^oure  opynyown 

By  god  fer  is  no  man  in  al  ))is  toun . 

2Se  in  Ytaile  couJ>e  bet*  han  seide   .  Deaf  iiT] 

Criste  holde})  of  ])is  hym  ful  wel  apaied  1512 

And  trewly  it*  is  an  hie  corage 

Of  eny  man  ]>at*  stoupe^  into  age 

To  take  a  ^onge  wif  be  my  fader^  kynne 

^Dure  hert*  honge]>  vpon  a  loly  pynne  1516 

Do})  now  in  pia  matere  ri^t*  as  30U  leste 

ifor  fynaUy  I  holde  it*  for  )>e  best* 

^  lustinus  pSkV  ay  stille  satte  and  herde 

Bi^t*  in  ^is  wise  he  to  placebo  ansuerde  1520 

Nowe  brojer  myn  be  pacienf  I  prey 

Si}>en8  })at'  30  han  seide  herken  what*  I  sey 

Senek  amonges  o})er  wordes  wise 

Sei])  ])at*  a  man  ou3t*  hym  wel  avise  1524 
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To  whom  he  jeueth  his  land  or  his  cateH 

And  sifens  I  oughf  aviso  me  ri3t*  well 

To  whoom  I  jene  my  [gode  aweye  ifrome  Me  ffij^^J^^^iJ^ 

WeHe  more  I  augfite  auysede  be  1628  SfS."S^^^c2f 

To  whome  I  yeue  my]  body  for  alway  6i4o.Vi68?^fl^ 

7SSS  f  T^Wt€$  COf^ 

I  wame  you  wel  it*  is  no  childes  play  r«rf«itoine,»vtoe4 

^  ^     ^  be,  y70,  eot  1.] 

To  taken  a  wif  wi})-ouf  avisement 

Mon  most*  enquere  |)is  is  myn  assent*  1532 

Whedere  she  be  wis .  sobre  or  dronklewe 

EyJ>er  proude  or  ojjer  wise  a  shrewe 

A  chidere  eij>er  a  waastei*  of  f  i  good 

Or  liche  or  poor  /  or  ellis  a  man  is  wooci  1536 

Al  be  it*  so  ]>at*  no  man  fynde  shal 

Kon  in  ])is  world  ]>at*  tretej)  hool  in  all 

Ke  man  ne  beesf  such  as  men  con  devise 

But*  naj^elees  if  aught*  ynowe  suffise  1540 

WiJ)  eny  wif  jif  so  were  J»af  3e  hadde 

Moo  good  thewes  ))an  her  vices  badde 

And  al  ])is  askej)  leisere  to  enquere 

if  or  god  wote  I  haue  wepte  mony  a  tore  1544 

fful  pnuely  si])en8  I  had  a  wif 

Preise  who  so  wil  a  wedded  mannys  lif* 

Certeyn  I  fynde  in  it*  but*  cost*  and  care 

And  obseruaunces  of  al  blessed  bare ./  1548 

And  ^if  god  |)onk*  my  neighbours  al  about6        n^f  117.  bM>k] 

A[nd]  namely  of  wommen  a  grete  route 

Sein  J>at  I  haue  \q  most*  stedefast*  wiff* 

And  eke  ]>e  mekest  oon  ])at*  here])  lifif  1552 

But  I  woote  best  wher  wrie})  [me]  my  shoo 

3e  may  for  me  ri^t*  as  30U  list*  doo 

Aviso))  30U  30  bene  a  man  of  age 

Howe  ]>at*  3e  entren  into  manage  1556 

And  namely  wij)  a  3onge  wif  and  a  feire 

By  him  J^at*  made  water  er}>e  and  Eyre 

])e  3ongest<  man  )»at<  is  in  al  |)is  route 

Is  bisy  ynou3e  to  bringe  it*  aboute  1560 
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To  haue  his  wiff  aUone  trestej)  me 

Je  BliTillen  not*  plesen  hura  jeres  ^re 

This  is  to  seyn  to  done  her  plesaunce 

A  ynS  axej)  ful  mony  an  obseruat^nce  1564 

I  prey  30a  ))at*  je  ne  be  euel  apaide 

Wei  quod  ])is  lannai'  &  hastowe  al  saide 

Stiawe  for  pi  senek  Ss  for  ])i  prouerbes 

I  cotmf  not*  a  panyer  ful  of  herbes  1568 

Of  scole  teermes  wiser  men  ^an  thou/ 

As  povL  hasf  herd  assentej)  it*  rijt*  nowe 

IT  To  my  pwrpoos  Placebo  what*  say  je 

I  sey  it*  is  a  cursed  man  quod  he  1572 

That*  lette]>  Matrimoyne  Sikerly 

And  wi]>  ]>at*  word  ])ei  risen  sodeynly 

And  bene  assented  fully  ])af  he  shuld 

Wedded  be  whan  hym  list*  and  where  he  wold  1576 

Thy  fantasie  and  pi  curiousnesse 

firo  day  to  day  gan  in  pi  soule  inpresse 

Of  lanuai^  about*  his  manage 

Mony  faire  shappe  and  mony  faire  visage  1580 

Ther  passe])  his  hert*  nyjt  by  nyghf 

As  who  so  toke  a  myroui'  polshed  bright* 

And  sette  it*  in  a  comune  Market*  place 

^an  shuld  he  seen  mony  a  figure  pace  1584 

By  his  Miroure  and  in  pe  same  wise  peanis] 

Can  lanuai^  in  wij»  his  })ou}f  devise 

Of  Maidens  which  ]>at*  dwellen  [him]  beside 

0.  He  wist*  not*  where  he  myjf  abide  1588 

ffor  yovL^Q  pAV  oon  haue  beute  in  her  face 

A-noJ^r  stant  so  in  ]>e  puples  grace 

ffor  her  sadnesse  and  her  benignite 

^f  of  ^e  puple  grettest*  vois  had  she  1592 

And  Bomme  were  riche  and  hadden  badde  name 

But*  na  pe  lees  bytwixe  emest  arid  game 

He  atte  last*  enpoynted  hym  in  oon 

A[nd]  lete  al  oj^er  from  his  hert<3  gooli  1596 
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And  chese  hire  of  His  owne  auctorite 

ffor  loue  is  blynde  al  day  and  may  not*  se 

And  whan  J>af  he  was  in  Je  bedde  brou3fc' 

He  purtreide  in  his  hert*  and  in  his  ^ou^i?  1600 

Her  freisshe  beaute  and  her  age  tendere 

Hii^  myddel  smalle  her  armes  longe  and  sclendere 

Her  wise  gouemaunce  and  her  gentihiesse 

Her  wommanly  beringe  and  her  sadnesse  1604 

And  whan  ])at  he  to  hei'  was  condescended 

Hym  Jou3f  his  chois  my3t*  not*  be  amended 

ffor  whan  fat*  he  him  self  concluded  had 

Hym  J>ou3f  eche  opet  mannys  witf  so  bad  1608 

j)at^  inpossible  if  were  to  replie 

A^einsf  his  chois  f  is  was  his  fantasie 

His  &endes  sent*  he  to  at*  his  instance 

And  preie])  him  to  done  hym  fat*  plesafice  1612 

That*  hastely  fei  wolde  to  hym  come 

He  wold  abreggen  her  labour  al  and  some 

Hit*  nedef  no  more  to  hem  to  goo  ne  ride 

He  was  apointed  fer  he  wold  abide  1616 

Placebo  came  and  eke  his  frendes  sone 

And  alf  er  first*  he  bad  hem  aH  a  bone 

faf  noon  of  hem  noon  argumente«  make 

A3einst*  his  purpoos  which  fat*  he  haf  take .  1620 

Which  purpoos  was  plesaunt*  to  god  as  seide  he      [ifiis,bk] 

And  verrey  grounde  of  his  prosperite 

He  saide  fer  was  a  mayden  in  f  e  toune 

"Which  fat*  of  bewte  haf  grete  renoMn  1624 

Al  were  if  so  she  were  of  smal  degre 

Suffiseth  him  her  3ouf  e  and  her  bewte 

Which  mayde  he  seide  he  wold  haue  to  wif 

To  leden  in  eese  and  in  holynesse  his  lif*  1628 

And  f  onkef  god  f  af  he  my3f  ban  hii*  aH 

f  af  no  wi3f  his  blisse  parf  shall 

And  preief  him  to  labour  in  f  is  nede 

And  shapen  faf  he  faile  nof  to  spede  1632 
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ffor  fsiJi  he  seide  his  spirit*  was  at*  eese 

)>en  is  quod  lie  no  \>mg  me  may  displese 

If  Saue  oon  ]»inge  prikke]>  in  my  conscience 

ye  -which  I  wil  leherce  in  joure  presence  1636 

I  haue  quod  he  herd  sale  ful  jore  agoo 

yet  may  no  man  han  parfit*  blesses  twoo 

))is  is  to  saie  in  erj^e  and  eke  in  henene 

ffor  f^ei  he  kepte  him  from  pe  synnes  seuene  1640 

And  eke  fro  euery  brannche  of  thilk  tree 

jif  is  ^le  so  parfit  prospente 

And  so  grete  eese  and  lust*  in  manage 

That*  euer  I  am  a-gast*  nowe  in  myn  age  1644 

jMtf  I  shal  lede  nowe  so  mery  a  lif 

[So  delicat  wil^outen  wo  or  strif  ^^«2%iStL"'' 

That  y  shal  han  myn  heuene  in  erthe]  here 

ffor  sij^ens  yaif  yerrey  heuene  is  boujt*  so  dere  1648 

Wiy  tribulaciofi  and  grete  penat^nce 

how  shuld  I  such  in  sudi  plesaunce 

As  alls  wedded  men  done  wi])  her  wives 

Come  to  ye  blisse  yere  crist*  eteme  alyue  es  1652 

This  is  my  drede  and  30  my  brej^ere  tweye 

AssoilleJ)  me  ])is  question  I  30U  preye 

IT  lustinus  which  yat  hated  his  foly 

Answerd  anon  r^f  in  his  lapry  1656 

And  for  he  wold  his  longe  tale  abregge 

He  woldd  noon  autoiite  alegge 

But*  seide  six'  so  ^ere  bene  noon  obstacle  [iMf  119] 

Xyyet  ysn  yia  god  of  his  hye  myracle  1660 

And  of  his  mercy  may  so  for  30U  wirche 

That^  er  )e  han  ^oure  jiftes  of  holy  chiiche 

je  may  repent*  of  wedded  ma7mys  lif 

In  which  30  seyn  is  nei^r  woo  ne  strif  1664 

And  ellis  god  forbede  but*  jif  he  sent* 

A  wedded  man  grace  hym  to  repent* 

Wei  often  raj^er  J^an  a  syngle  man  / 

And  ^exfor  six'  ye  best*  rede  I  can  1668 
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Dispeire})  30U  nou3t  haxief  in  memorie 

Perauenture  she  may  be  30111^  pwrgatorie 

She  may  be  goddis  mene  and  goddys  whippe 

Than  shal  ^oure  soule  yp  to  heuen  skippe  1672 

Swifter  ])an  do})  an  aiowe  out*  of  a  bovre 

I  hope  to  god  here  aftere  30  shal  knowe 

])at*  ]>er  nys  noon  so  grete  felicite 

In  manage  ne  neuere  more  shal  be  1676 

fat  30U  shal  lak  of  30U1'  saluacioQ 

So  ])at*  30  Yse  as  skille  is  and  resofi 

fe  Instes  of  30tire  wif  attemperally 

And  ]>af  30  pleee  huie  nof  to  amerously  1680 

And  ]»af  30  kepe  3011  eke  fro  oj^er  synne 

My  tale  is  done  for  my  witte  is  J)inne 

BeJ)  not  agast*  her-of  my  broker* 

But*  lat*  ys  wade  from  ]»is  mater  to  an  opere  1684 

fe  wif  of  baje  if  3e  wil  vnderstonde 

Of  manage  which  3e  han  on  honda 

Declaren  can  fol  wel  in  litel  space 

ffare])  nowe  wel  god  haue  30U  in  his  grace  1688 

And  wij  Jis  word  })is  lustyne  and  his  bro})ere 

Han  take  her  leue  and  ech  of  hem  of  o]>ere 

ffor  whan  ))ei  segh  if  most*  nedes  be 

])ei  wroa3ten  so  by  wise  and  sclegh  trete  1692 

J^at*  she  l^is  maide  which  ])at*  Mayus  hi3t* 

As  hastely  as  euere  J>af  she  my3t< 

Shal  wedded  be  vnto  lannarye  [Imt  119,  i»ck] 

I  trowe  if  were  to  longe  30U  to  tary  1696 

If  I  30U  tolde  of  euery  scrite  or  bonde 

By  which  ])af  she  was  festned  in  his  londe 

Ei]>er  forto  herken  of  her  riche  aray 

Buf  fynaly  ycominen  is  J>e  day  1700 

J^af  to  fe  chnrche  bo])[e]  bene  pei  went* 

fForto  receyne  pe  holy  sacrament" 

ffor^  commep  fe  preesf  wi^  stole  abonf  his  neke 

And  bad  hii'  be  ylik*  sarra  and  rebek'  1704 
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In  wisdom  and  [in]  trou])e  of  manage 

And  saide  his  onsons  as  is  his  vsage 

And  ciowched  hem  and  bad  god  shidd  he?;i  blisse 

And  made  al  siker  ynough  ytiih  holynesse  1708 

Thus  bene  ])ei  wedded  wM  solcmpniie 

And  af  ^  feeste  sitte]>  he  and  she 

WiJ>  oj^er  worjji  folk*  vpon  Je  dees 

Al  ful  of  loye  and  blisse  is  ])e  paleys  1713 

And  ful  of  instrumentes  and  of  vitaile 

)^  moste  deyntevous  of  al  Ytaile 

Byfom  hem  of  instrumentis  which  soun 

])af  Orpheus  ne  of  phebes  ampheoufi  1716 

Ke  maden  neuere  suche  a  melody 

And  af  eueiy  couis  came  loude  mynstiBlcye 

That*  neuere  loab  trumped  forto  heie 

Kei^  Theodomas  ^it*  half  so  clere  1720 

And  Thebes  whan  ^  cite  was  in  doute 

Bacus  ^  wyne  hem  shenke^  al  aboute 

And  Venus  laughe))  on  euery  wi3t^ 

ffor  lanuai'  was  bycome  her  kny3f  1724 

And  wolde  bo]»  assaien  his  corage 

In  liberte  and  eke  in  mariage 

And  wi})  hure  fuyr  bronde  witft  her  han<J  aboute 

Daunseth  byfome  ))e  bride  al  aboute  1728 

And  clenly  I  dar  wel  seyn  right  ^is 

Emyneus  ])at  god  of  weddyng*  is  / 

Segh  neuere  in  his  lif*  so  mery  a  wedded  man  pear  iso] 

Holde  fou  \i  pees  J)Ou  poete  Marcean  1732 

Jwit*  writesfr  vs  J>at»  ilk  wedding*  mery 

Of  hure  Philologi  and  of*  Marcury 

And  of  \q  sanges  ))af  ])e  muses  songe 

6o  smale  as  eke  \i  penne  and  eke  \i  tunge  1736 

fforto  discryuen  of  \\a  mariage 

Whan  tender  ^ouj^e  ha]>  wedded  stouping*  age 

y^T  is  suche  myrj^e  pat  it*  may  not*  be  writte 

'Assaie]^  it  30ure  self  |»an  may  30  wite  1740 
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^if  })af  I  lak  or  noon  in  f  ia  matere 

Mayus  J>at  eitte  wi})  so  benygne  a  chere 

Hire  to  biholde  if  semed  faierye 

Queen  Estre  loked  neuere  wij>  suciL  an  ye  1744 

On  assure  so  meke  a  loke  as  she 

I  may  jou  not*  avise  al  her  bewte 

Buf  ]»us  moche  of  her  bewte  telle  I  may 

^af  she  was  like  Je  bri3f  morowe  of  may  1748 

ffulfillede  of  beaute  and  of  plesaunce 

This  lanuai'  is  lauissht*  in  a  traunce 

And  at*  euery  tyme  he  loked  on  hii^  face 

£ut*  in  his  hert*  he  gan  hii^  to  manace  1752 

f&V  he  ))af  nyjt*  in  annes  wold  hii'  streyiL 

Harder  pan  euere  Paris  did  Eleyn 

Buf  na])elees  3if  had  he  grete  pite 

])at*  ilkd  ny3f  offenden  her  most*  he  1756 

And  ]>oughf  alas  o  tendei^  creature 

Nowe  god  wold  je  myjf  wel  endure 

Al  my  corage  if  is  so  sharpe  and  kenc 

I  am  agasf  30  shul  if  nof  sustene  1760 

Buf  god  forbede  J>af  I  did  al  my  myjf 

Nowe  wolde  god  Jaf  if  were  wexen  ny3f 

And  )>af  ])e  ny3f  wolde  lasten  euare  moo 

I  wold  ))at  al  ^is  puple  were  a-goo  1764 

And  fynaly  he  doj)  al  his  laboure 

As  he  besf  my3f  sauyng*  his  honoure 

To  hasf  hem  fro  )>e  mete  in  subtile  wise  limt  uo,  bKkj 

The  tyme  came  ]>af  reson  was  to  rise  1768 

And  after  ])af  men  daunce  and  drinks  fasf 

And  spices  al  aboute  ^  hous  j^i  casf 

And  ful  of  ioye  and  blisse  is  euery  man 

AH  sauf  a  squyer  ]>af  hi3f  damyan .  1772 

which  carf  to-fore  ]>e  king*  mony  day 

He  was  so  rauysshed  on  his  lady  may 

Thaf  for  ^e  veney  peine  he  was  ny3e  wode 

Almosf  he  swalte  an  swowned  ^er  he  stode  1776 
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As  she  him  ladde  daunsinge  in  her  hand 

So  fresshe  she  was  and  ])erto  so  likand  [sptirious] 

And  to  his  bedde  he  went*  hjm  hastely 

No  more  of  him  at*  this  tyme  speke  I.  1780 

But*  J^ere  I  lete  him  wepe  ynow  and  pleyn 

Til  fresshe  may  wil  rewen  on  his  peyn 

IT  O  perilous  fyre  f  af  in  \>e  hedstrawe  bredej 

O  famuleie  foo  fat*  his  seruise  hedep  1784 

O  seruaunte  traitouie  fals  [of]  holy  hewe 

Like  to  f  e  adder  sclegh .  &  in  Basom  yntrewe 

Crod  shilde  vs  alle  from  joure  iniquitaunce 

O  lanuare  dionken  in  plesaunce  1788 

Of  Manage  se  howe  fi  damyan 

Thyne  owne  squyei  and  ^i  bom  man 

£ntende]»  to  done  f  e  vilanye 

God  graunte  ))e  ))ine  harme  forto  aspie  1792 

£for  in  |»is  worlcl  nys  no  wots  pestilence 

Than  homely  foo  alday  in  ^i  presence 

Parfourmed  haf  ])is  day  his  arke  dyume 

No  lenger  may  fe  body  of  hy?»  soiowme  1796 

pe  Orisonte  as  in  ]»at*  latitude 

Bijt*  wi))  his  mantel  ])at*  is  derk*  and  Bude 

Gran  forto  sprede  pe  mysprey  aboute 

ffor  which  departed  is  pe  lusty  route  1800 

ffor  lanuare  wi))  J^onke  on  euery  side 

Hoom  to  her  bowses  lustely  f  ei  ride . 

Ther  as  fei  done  her  J^ingges  as  hem  lust*  [leaf  i2i] 

And  whan  J^ei  segh  her  tyme  to  go  to  rest*  1804 

Sone  aftere  ])at*  fla  hastif  lanuai' 

Wol  go  to  bedde  he  wil  no  lenger  tai' 

He  drinke])  Tpocras  clerre  and  vemage 

Of  spices  bote  to  encresen  his  corage  1 808 

And  many  a  letuare  had  he  ful  fyne 

Such  as  fe  cursed  monk  daune  Costantyne 

Ha]»  writen  in  his  boke  of  Coytu 

To  eten  hem  al  he  naa  no  ping*  eschwe  1812 
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And  jjus  to  his  privey  frendes  seide  lie 

JOTor  goddis  loue  as  sone  as  it*  may  be 

Lette  voiden  al  pia  hous  in  curteys  wise  sone  1815 

Men  dronken  and  fe  trauers  drowe  anon  1817 

The  bride  was  broujt*  to  bedde  as  stiUe  aa  eny  stofl     1818 

So  hasted  lanuai^  it  niosf  be  don  [spurious] 

And  whan  J>e  bedde  was  with  J?e  preest*  yblessed 

Out*  of  })e  Chambre  ha})  euery  wi3f  hywi  dressed  1820 

And  lanuare  ha])  fast*  in  amies  take 

His  fresshd  may  his  pa^-adis  his  make 

He  lulleth  hure  he  kisseth  hure  ful  ofb* 

Wi)>  filke  bristels  of  his  beercJ  vnsoft*  1824 

Tlike  to  J>e  skyn  of  hounde  fissh  sharpe  as  brere 

fbi  he  was  shaue  al  newe  in  his  manere 

He  rubbef  hure  vpon  her  tendere  face 

And  seide  ])us  alace  I  mote  trespace  1828 

To  }ou  my  spouse  and  jou  gretly  ofFende 

Or  tyme  come  fat*  I  wil  doune  descende 

But*  na]>elees  considereJ>  ]>is  quod  he 

];er  nys  no  workman  what*  so  euer  he  be  1832 

Jaf  may  bofe  worche  wel  and  hastely 

fia  wil  be  done  af  leiseie  parfitely 

If  is  no  force  howe  longe  faf  we  pleye 

I  trowe  in  wedloke  coupled  bene  we  tweye  1836 

And  blessed  by  the  yokke  fat*  we  bene  Inne 

ffor  in  our  actys  we  may  do  no  synne  •/ 

A  man  may  do  no  synne  wif  his  wiif  peafm.bock] 

Ne  hirt*  hym  self  wij)  his  owne  knyflf  1840 

Now  ban  we  leue  to  pley  vs  by  f  e  lawe 

Thus  labowref  he  til  fat*  fe  day  gan  dawe 

And  fan  he  takef  a  soppe  in  fyne  clerre 

And  yprijt  in  his  bedde  fan  sittef  he  1844 

And  aftere  f at*  he  songe  ful  loude  and  clere 

And  kissed  his  wiff  and  made  wanton  chore 

He  was  al  coltissh  and  ful  of  ragerye 

Ajid  ful  of  Girgoun  as  is  flecked  pie  1848 
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J>e  sclak  skyn  about*  his  necke  shake]) 

While  ])af  he  songe  so  chaunte])  he  and  crake J> 

Buf  good  woote  what"  may  foi^t*  in  her  hert* 

Whan  she  him  segh  ypsitting*  in  his  sherf  1852 

In  his  nyjf  cappe  and  wi]>  his  necke  lene 

She  preiseth  noi^t*  his  plesinge  wor]>  a  bene 

Than  seide  he  puB  mj  resting*  wil  I  take 

Nowe  day  is  come  I  may  no  lenger  wake  1856 

And  donne  he  leide  his  hede  and  sclept*  til  prime 

And  afterward  whan  ^af  he  segti  his  tyine 

Vp  rise  J  lanuare  but*  fresshe  may 

Holde])  her  chambre  vnto  fe  fer]>e  day  1860 

As  vsage  is  of  wives  for  ]>e  besf 

ffbr  euery  laboure  somtyme  mof  haue  rest* 

Oyjer  ellis  longe  may  he  noujt*  endure 

^is  is  to  saye  no  lyues  creature  1864 

Be  it*  of  fissh .  or  brid  of  beest*  or  man 

Kow  wil  I  speke  of  woful  damyan 

])at*  languowre])  for  loue  as  je  shul  here 

Therfore  I  speke  to  him  in  pis  manere  1868 

I  say  0.  sely  damyan  alias 

Answers  to  f\a  demaunde  as  in  f\s  cas 

Howe  shalf  pou  to  pi  lady  fre8sh[e]  May 

Telle  J»i  woo  she  wil  alway  sey  nay  1872 

Eke  if  powe  speke  she  wil  )>i  woo  bywreye 

God  bene  ])ine  helpe  I  can  no  bettei^  seye 

IT  This  seke  Damyan  in  Venus  fire  peaf  122] 

So  brenne])  ])af  he  deye])  for  desire  1876 

ffor  whiche  he  putte  his  lif  in  auenture 

No  lenger  myjt*  he  in  J)is  wise  endure 

But*  pnuely  a  penner*  gan  he  borowe 

And  in  a  letter  wrote  he  al  his  sorowe  1880 

In  manere  of  a  compleinf  of  er  a  lay 

Vnto  pis  faire  and  £re8sh[e]  lady  may 

And  in  a  purs  of  selk  hong  on  his  sherf 

He  hajj  yputte  and  yleide  if  af  his  herf  1884 
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pe  mone  Jjaf  af  none  was  af  thilk  day 
J^af  January  hsip  wedded  ]}at*  fres^  may 
yn  two  of  taure  was  in  ^e  Gancre  gliden 
So  longe  ha])  she  in  her  chambere  byden  1888 

As  customes  is  vnto  ]>ese  nobles  alle 
A  bride  shal  not*  eten  in  ]>e  halle 
Til  daies  fouie  ei]>er  thre  daies  at  fe  lesf 
Tpassed  bene  fan  laf  her  goo  to  |)e  feesf  1892 

pe  ferthe  ^  day  complete  fro  none  to  none  [>  ms  iiuj 

whan  ])af  the  highe  masse  was  ydone 
In  halle  sitte  p\a  lanoara  and  may 

As  fresshe  as  is  ])e  bri^te  somers  day  1896 

And  so  bifelle  howe  ])at*  p\s  good  man 
Bemembre])  hym  ypon  ])is  Damian 
And  seide  seinf  mary  how  may  ^is  be 
That*  Damian  entende^  noii3t  to  me  1900 

Is  he  ay  seke  or  howe  may  p\a  betide 
His  squyers  Which  })af  stoden  hywi  beside 
Excusinge  him  bycause  of  his  siknesse 
Which  pB.\f  letted  him  to  do  his  bysynesse  1904 

None  o^er  cause  myjf  make  hy?^  care 
|)at^  me  for]>enke]>  quod  this  lanuare 
He  is  a  gentile  squyei*  be  my  trou})e 
jif  ))at*  he  deied  if  were  harme  and  rou]>e  1908 

He  is  as  wise  discrete  and  secree . 
As  eny  man  I  woote  of  his  degre 

And  ]>erto  manly  and  eke  seruisable  {Jmxih,  uck] 

And  for  to  bene  a  )>rifty  man  r^f  able  1912 

Buf  after  mete  as  sone  as  euer  I  may 
I  wil  my  self  visite  hy7»  and  eke  may 
To  done  him  al  ])e  comfort*  ])af  I  can . 
And  for  ])at'  worde  hym  blessed  euery  man  191^ 

])af  of  his  bounte  and  his  gentilnesse 
He  wolde  so  conforten  hym  in  his  siknesse 
His  squyer  for  it*  was  a  gentile  dede 
Dame  quod  he  ]>is  lanuare  take  good  hede  1920 
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That"  af  aftere  mete  je  wij>  joure  wommen  alle 

Whan  30  han  bene  in  chambre  ouf  of  pis  baUe 

Thaf  alle  ^e  goon  to  se  ))is  damyaii 

Dop  him  disport*  he  is  a  gentile  man  1924 

And  telle))  him  Jat*  I  wil  hyw  visite 

Haue  I  no  )>inge  buf  rested  me  a  lite 

[And  spede  jou  flaste  ffor  I  woH  abyde  ^^J^^i^JJ^^"*' 

Tytie  Jat  ye  slepe  ffaste  by  my  syde]  1928 

Now  wip  )>af  woid  he  gan  to  hym  calle 

A  sqwier  J^af  was  a  marshal  of  his  halle 

And  tolde  him  certeyn  )>ingge8  what*  he  wol<$ 

pis  Iressha  may  ha)>  streighf  her  way  yhol<$  1932 

Wi]>  bB.  her  wowmen  vnto  pia  Damyan 

Donne  by  his  beddes  side  satte  she  )>an 

Confortinge  him  as  she  goodly  may 

This  Damyan  whan  he  his  tyme  say  1936 

In  secrete  wise  his  purs  and  eke  his  bille 

In  whiche  )>af  he  writen  had  al  his  wille 

HaJ)  putte  into  her  honde  wi]>-outen  more 

sane  p&V  he  sikked  wondere  sore  1940 

And  sofk*ly  to  hur^  r^f  ])us  seide  he 

Mercy  and  J^af  ^e  diskeuere  noujf  me 

ffor  I  am  dede  if  )>af  pis  J)inge  be  kidde 

pis  purs  ha)»e  she  in  her  bosom  hidde  1944 

And  went"  her  way  je  gete  no  more  of  me 

Buf  ynto  lanuare  ycommen  is  she 

And  on  his  beddys  side  sitte  ful  soff 

He  ielkop  hui'  an  kisse)>  hure  ful  off  1948 

And  leide  hym  doune  to  slepe  and  p&if  anon  [leariss] 

She  feyned  hure  as  )>oo  she  mosf  gon 

Ther  as  she  woote  )>af  euery  wijf  mote  nede 

And  whan  she  of  pis  bille  ha]^  taken  hede  1952 

She  renf  if  al  to  cloutes  af  pe  lasf 

And  in  pe  pnuee  softly  she  if  casf 

Who  stodieth  nowe  buf  feire  fresshe  may 

And  adoune  ly  lanuare  she  lay  1956 
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fai?  sclepte  to  J>e  Conghe  liaj)  hym  a-waked . 

Anon  he  preide  hire  to  stripe  hui'  naked . 

He  wold  of  hor  he  seide  haue  som  plesafice 

He  seide  hire  clo]>es  did  hjm  encomhiafice  1960 

And  she  oheiej  be  he  leef  or  loth 

But*  lest*  f  at*  precious  folk*  be  wij  me  wroj^e 

How  faf  he  wroujf  I  dar  to  jou  nof  telle 

£i)>er  whedere  fat*  he  fou^t*  on  paradis  or  on  helle      1 964 

But*  I  lete  hem  worcho  in  her  wise 

Til  euensonge  ringe  and  ])at*  )?ei  most  arise 

were  if  be  destanye  eijer  be  auenture 

were  if  by  influence  eifer  be  nature  1 968 

Ei)>er  in  consteUacidn  )>af  in  such  estate 

fe  heuene  stood  J^af  tyme  fortunate 

was  forto  putte  a  bille  of  Venus  werkes/ 

£for  al  ])ing*  ha)>  tyme  as  seine  ))ise  clerkes  1972 

To  eny  womman  forto  gete  her  loue 

I  can  nof  seie  buf  pe  grete  god  aboue 

Thaf  knowe)^  ])af  none  acte  is  causelees 

He  demej  of  aH  for  I  wU  holde  my  pees  1976 

Buf  so])  is  )?is  howe  )?af  ^\a  fressh^  may 

Ha])  take  such  impression  paf  day 

On  pite  of  J^is  sike  Damyan 

Thaf  from  her  herf  she  ne  drive  can  1980 

The  remembraunce  forto  done  hym  eese 

Certeine  ^oujif  she  whom  ]?af  Jjis  pinff  displese 

I  rek  nof  for  here  I  him  assure 

To  loue  him  besf  of  eny  creature  •/  1984 

Though  he  no  more  nad  )?an  his  sherf  cuaf  iss,  b^k] 

lo  pite  renne])  sone  in  gentU  herf 

Here  may  je  se  howe  excellenf  fraunchise 

In  wommen  is  whan  ]?ei  narowe  hem  aviso  1988 

Somme  tyraunf  per  is  as  bene  mony  oSl 

Thaf  ha])  an  herf  as  hard  as  eny  stofl 

Whiche  wold  han  lete  him  sterue  in  pe  place 

Wei  TSLpei  ])an  han  graunted  him  ]>af  grace  1992 
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And  hem  leioysen  in  her  cruel  pride 

And  recched  noiL3f  to  hene  an  homycide 

ThiB  gentile  may  fulfilled  of  al  pite 

Bijf  so  of  hure  honde  a  lettie  made  she 

In  whiche  she  graunte))  hywi  of  hir«  verrey  grace 

Ther  laxkep  noujf  only  but*  day  and  space 

wher  ])at*  she  myjt*  to  his  lusf  suffice 

ffor  if  shal  be  ri3f  as  he  wil  deuiae 

And  whan  she  seeghe  her  tyme  vpon  a  day 

To  yisite  J^is  Damyan  go))  faire  May 

And  subtily  pis  letter  doune  she  ))rest* 

Ynder  his  pilowe  rede  if  him  lesf 

She  take])  him  by  ))e  bond  and  hard  hym  twist* 

So  secrely  paf  no  wijf  if  wisf 

And  bad  him  be  al  hole  and  for))  she  wente 

To  lanuare  whan  ])af  he  for  her  senfe 

Yp  rise])  Damyan  the  nexte  morwe 

Al  passed  was  his  siknesse  &  his  sorowe 

He  kembe])  him  and  proynep  hy7?i  aiid  pykej) 

He  do])  al  paf  his  lady  lusf  and  like]) 

And  eke  to  lanuare  he  go])  as  lowe 

As  euere  did  a  dogge  for  pe  bowe 

He  is  so  plesaunf  to  euery  man 

ffor  craft*  is  al  who  paf  if  can 

))af  euery  wighf  is  fayn  to  teche  hy77i  good 

And  fully  in  his  lady  grace  he  stood 

Thus  lete  I  Damyan  aboute  his  nede 

And  in  my  tale  for])  I  wil  precede  */ 

Somme  Clerkes  holden  ])af  ilelicito 

Stanf  in  delite  and  ])erfor  he 

This  noble  lanuare  wij  al  his  my3f 

In  honesf  wise  as  longe])  to  a  knyjf 

Shope  him  to  lyve  ful  deliciously 

His  bowsing*  his  amy  al  honestly 

To  his  degree  was  maked  as  of  kingges 

Amonges  of  ere  as  of  honesf  ])ingges 
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He  had  a  gardyn  walled  al  vri}  stofi 

So  faire  a  gardyne  wote  I  nowhere  noon 

ffor  out*  of  doute  I  verrely  suppose 

J)af  he  J>af  wrote  J>e  romance  of  pe  rose  2032 

Ne  couj^e  of  hit*  ^e  bewte  wel  devise 

Ne  pnapus  ne  my3f  not*  suffice 

J^ough  he  be  god  of  gardynes  forto  telle 

The  bewte  of  fe  gardyne  and  of  Je  welle  2036 

That*  stood  vndere  a  lauiere  alway  grene 

fful  ofbe  tyme  king*  Pluto  and  his  queue 

Preserpyna  and  al  her  fairye 

Disporten  hem  and  maken  melodye  2040 

Abouten  ]^af  welle  and  dauncedcn  as  men  toldf 

This  noble  knyghf  )>is  lanuare  pe  olde 

Such  deynte  ha)>  in  if  to  walken  and  to  pley 

]>af  he  wil  suffre  no  wight*  to  bei'e  )>e  key  2044 

ssaue  he  him  self*  for  of  )>e  smal  wikett 

He  bare  alway  of  siluere  a  clikett* 

Wi]>  pQ  which  whan  fat*  hym  lust  vnshette 

And  whan  ^af  he  wold  pay  his  wiif  his  dctte  2048 

In  somer  seson  J^idere  wold  he  goo 

And  may  his  wiff*  and  no  wi3f  but*  |)ei  twoo 

And  )>ingges  which  )>af  were  not*  dofi  abedde 

))ei  in  ^  gardyn  perfourmed  han  and  spedde  2052 

And  in  ^is  wise  mony  a  mery  day 

Lyued  ^is  lanuare  and  fresshe  may 

But*  worldly  loye  may  not*  alway  endure 

To  lanuare  ne  to  no  worldely  creature  2056 

0  sodeyn  happe .  o  pou  fortune  vnstable  [iMf  iM^back] 

ylike  to  J^e  scorpion  uariable 

J>af  flateresf  wif  fine  heued  whan  po\x  wilt  stinge  f 

Thy  tale  is  dej  by  fine  enuenemyng*  2060 

0  brutel  ioye  o  swete  poyson  queynf 

O  mystery  f  af  subtiUy  canst*  peynt* 

Thyne  jiftes  vndere  f  e  hwe  of  stidfastnesse 

fat*  fou  desceyuedest*  bof  more  and  lesse .  2064 
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Why  hasf  Jou  lanuaie  f  us  desceyned . 

And  haddesi^  hym  for  pi  ful  frende  receyued . 

And  now  fou  hast*  byraff  hym  bof  his  eyon 

ffor  sorowe  of  whiche  desireth  he  to  dyen  2068 

IT  Alias  pe  noble  lanuare  ]^af  is  so  fre 

Amydde  his  lust*  and  his  prosperite 

Is  wexen  blynde  and  al  sodeynly 

His  deep  peidoie  desire))  he  Ytterly  2072 

And  )>er-wi])-aH  J^e  fuyre  of  lelosie 

Lest*  peif  his  wif  shuld'  falle  in  some  foly 

So  bienf  in  his  heif  )>af  he  woldf  fayn 

That*  somme  man  bo))e  hui'  and  hym  had  slayil  2076 

fibr  neuere  aftere  his  dej^e  ne  in  his  liff> 

Ne  wolde  he  p&i?  she  weie  lone  ne  wiff* 

But*  euere  lyue  as  a  widowe  in  clopea  blake 

Sool  as  pe  turtel  do)>  pa,if  ha]>  lost*  her  make  2080 

Buf  af  pe  lasf  after  a  monj^e  or  tweye 

His  sorowe  gan  to  swage  so))  to  seye 

ffor  whan  he  wist<  if  may  noon  o)>er  bo 

He  paciently  toke  his  aduersite  2084 

Sauf  out*  of  doute  may  he  not*  forgo& 

))af  he  nas  lalouse  euermore  in  ooSl 

Which  lalousie  was  so  outrageous 

That*  nei)>er  in  halle  ne  in  noon  oper  nous  /  2088 

He  nolde  suffre  hure  forto  ride  ne  goo 

Ne  in  noon  opet  place  neuer  ^e  moo 

But*  jif  Jaf  he  [had]  hande  on  hii>  alway 

ffor  which  ful  ofte  wepe))  frecche  may  2092 

Thai  loue)>  Damyan  so  benygnely  f 

That*  she  mote  eiper  dey  sodeynly 

Or  ellis  she  mote  han  him  af  her  lisf  cieaf  lis] 

She  waite)>  whan  [her]  herf  wold  al  to-bresf  2096 

Vpon  f af  ojer  side  DAmyan 

Bycommen  is  pe  sorowfullesf  man/ 

^f  euer  was  for  nei)^ere  ny3f  ne  day 

Ne  myghf  he  speke  a  word  to  fresshe  may  2100 
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As  to  his  pt/rpoos  of  no  suche  matere 

But*  jif  faf  lanuare  most*  if  here 

J>at*  had  oon  honde  vpon  hir^  eue»*e  moo  . 

And  na)?elees  by  writing*  to  and  fioo  2104 

And  priveys  signes  wist*  he  what*  she  menf 

And  she  knewe  of  pe  sygnes  of  his  entenf 

IT  0  lanuare  what*  my^t*  fe  availe 

Thowe  myjtest*  se  as  ferre  as  shippes  saile  2108 

fTor  as  good  is  a  blynde  desceyucd  be 

As  to  bo  disceyued  whan  a  man  may  see 

Loo  Aj^ys  whiche  ))at*  had  an  C.  eyen 

ffor  al  )>at*  euere  he  cou]>e  powre  ey)>ere  prion  2112 

jit*  was  he  blent*  and  god  woof  so  bene  moo  / 

Thaf  wenen  wisly  Jaf  if  nys  naf  soo 

Passe  ouer  is  an  eese  &  say  no  more 

^is  iresshe  May  of  which  I  speke  of  jore  2116 

In  warme  wexe  h&p  enprinted  fla  eliketf 

Jjaf  lanuare  here  of  Jaf  smal  wiketf 

By  which  vnto  liis  gardyne  of[t]  he  wenf 

And  Damyan  ))af  knewe  her  entenf  2120 

fe  Clikef  countrefeted  prively 

per  nys  no  more  to  say  buf  hastely 

SomTTie  wondere  by  pis  clikef  shal  betide 

Which  ye  shal  here  if*  je  wil  abide  2124 

0  noble  Ovide  sof  e  seisf  pou  god  wote 

Whaf  sclejf  is  if  J>ow  if  be  longe  &  hote 

])af  he  nyl  fynde  if  ouf  in  som77ie  manere 

By  Piramus  and  Tisbe  may  men  lere  2128 

J)ough  )?ei  were  kepte  ful  longe  streif  oueraii' 

pel  ben  acorded  rownyng*  Joigh  a  waH 

Ther  nys  no  wijf  couje  ban  founde  ouf  such  a  scleijf  py*» 

Buf  nowe  to  purpoos  er  j^af  daies  viij.  2132 

were  passed  er  the  monfe  of  luyl  byfille 

Thaf  lanuare  ha)>  caughf  so  grete  a  wille 

f oroWe  eggyng*  of  his  wiff*  him  forto  pley 

In  bis  gaidyne  and  no  )>ing*  buf  ))ei  tweye  2136 
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J)af  in  a  morwe  vnto  his  may  seide  he 

Rise  Tp  my  wif"  my  loue  my  lady  free 

The  turtels  vois  is  herd  my  douve  swete 

The  wynter  is  goon  "with  al  his  reynes  wete  2140 

Come  for])  nowe  wtt^  Jine  eyen  coluwbyne 

How  feirer  hene  pi  brestes  fsji  bene  wyne 

The  gaidyne  is  enclosed  al  aboute 

Come  foi]^  my  white  spouse  out*  of  doute  2144 

)^ow  hast*  me  wownded  in  myn  hert*  o  wiff 

Ko  spotte  in  J^e  nas  in  al  ^i  liff 

Come  fotp  and  laf  ys  take  our  disport* 

I  Cheese  Je  for  my  wiff  and  my  comfort*  2148 

Suche  olde  loude  wordes  vsed  he 

On  damyan  a  signe  made  shee 

That*  he  shulde  goo  byfom  wip  his  clikett* 

This  damyan  ha]^  opned  pQ  wikett*  2152 

And  in  he  sterf  and  )>af  in  such  manerd 

That*  no  wi3t*  myjf  if  see  ne  here 

And  stille  he  siite  vnder  a  bussh  anofi 

This  lanuare  so  blynde  as  is  a  stofL  2156 

Wi)>  Mains  in  his  honde  aiid  no  wijf  moo 

Into  his  fressh^  gardyne  is  he  goo 

And  crapte  to  pe  wiket*  sodeynly 

Kow  wif  quod  he  here  nys  but*  povL  and  I  2160 

That*  arte  pQ  creature  )?at*  I  best*  loue 

ffor  by  J)at*  lorde  pat*  sitte  vs  al  aboue 

I  had  leuere  dyen  on  a  knyff 

J)an  je  offended  dere  trewe  wiff*  2164 

ffor  goddes  sake  Jienk*  how  I  pe  chees 

Nou^t*  for  no  coueityse  doutelees  •/ 

But*  only  for  |>e  loue  I  had  to  pe  \\eatiMj 

And  )>ough  J)at*  I  be  olde  and  may  not*  see  2168 

Be  to  me  trewe  and  I  wil  telle  jou  why 

Certes  iij.  pingges  shul  ^e  wywnen  perhj 

ffirst*  loue  of  Crist*  and  to  joure  self  honottr 

And  al  myne  heritage  toune  and  toure  2172 
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I  jeue  it*  30U  makef  Clier[tr]es  as  jou  lest* 

This  sbal  be  doo  to  morowe  er  sonne^  resf        [».««« aonn«M«j 

So  wisly  god  my  soule  bringe  in  blisse 

I  prey  jou  in  couenanf  faf  je  me  kisse  2176 

And  J^onje  f  af  I  be  lalous  wite  me  nou3t* 

je  ben  so  depe  enprented  in  my  jK)t^f 

That*  whan  I  considere  jonie  bewte 

And  permpel  f  e  vnlikly  elde  of  me  2180 

I  may  not*  certes  |>on3e  I  shulde  deie 

fforbere  to  bone  out*  of  joui^  companye 

ffor  verrey  loue  pis  is  wij?-oute  doute 

Now  kisse  me  wiff  and  laf  ys  rome  aboute  2184 

IT  This  freesshe  may  whan  she  J)ise  wordes  herd 

Benignely  to  lanuare  she  answeixl 

Bat*  first* -and  formest*  she  bygan  to  wepe 

I  haue  quod  she  a  soule  to  kepe  2188 

As  wel  as  she  and  also  myn  honowro 

And  of  my  wif  hedo  pilke  tendere  floure 

whiche  I  haue  assured  in  joure  banc} 

whan  J>at*  J)e  preest*  to  jou  my  body  band  2192 

wherfore  I  wil  answere  in  ^is  manere 

with  J)e  leue  of  30U  my  lord  so  dere 

I  prey  god  J^at*  neuere  dawe  jwf  day 

)^af  I  ne  sterue  as  foule  as  womman  may  2196 

If  euer  I  do  vnto  my  kyune  )>at*  shame 

Ei])er  ellis  I  enpeire  so  my  name  ' 

)>af  I  be  fals  And  if  I  do  jiat*  lakke 

To  stripe  me  and  putte  me  in  a  sakke  22CO 

And  in  pe  next*  ryuere  do  me  drenche 

I  am  a  gentil  womman  and  no  wenche . 

whi  speke  je  ^ws  but*  men  bene  euere  vntrewe    ci««f  im,  iMck] 

And  wommen  ha  lepreef  of  30U  ay  newe  2204 

3e  can  noon  oj^er  countynance  I  leue 

But*  speke  to  vs  as  yntrest*  and  in  repreue 

And  vnp  |>af  worde  she  segll  wher  damyan 

Satie  in  ^  busshe  and  knele  he  bygan  2208 
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And  mf  her  fynge/signes  made  she 

paif  Daniyan  shuld  clymbe  vpon  a  tree 

))at  charged  was  vri}  frwte  and  vp  he  went* 

For  verreily  he  knewe  el  her  entenf  2212 

And  euerj  aigne  ]^af  she  coxLpe  make 

wel  hette  J^an  lannare  her  owne  make 

ffor  in  a  lettie  she  had  tolde  him  afi 

Of  piB  matere  howe  he  worchen  shaU  22 IG 

And  J^oa  1  laf  hym  eitte  in  ]>e  pirry 

&  lanuaie  and  Mayns  regnyng*  fnl  mery 

IT  Briji^  was  fe  day  and  blewe  ye  firmament* 

Phebus  of  gol<$  donne  ha]^  his  stiemes  sent*  2220 

To  gladen  eo^  flooie  wi)>  his  waimnesse 

He  was  fa,V  iyme  in  Gemynys  as  I  gesse 

Baf  litel  fro  his  declinacioli 

Of  Canser,  lonis  exaltaciofi  2224 

And  so  hifelle  ya,if  in  a  brijf  morowtide 

yaP  in  fQ  Gardyne  on  ]^at*  fer^  side 

Pluto  J^at*  is  pe  kyng»  of  fFairye 

And  mony  a  lady  in  his  companye  222S 

ffolowinge  his  wiff  fe  qwene  proserpina 

Whiche  ]»af  he  ranyssshed  out*  of  proserpina 

whilis  ^af  she  gadexed  flonres  in  a  mede 

In  Claudyan  )e  may  ye  stories  rede  2232 

How  in  his  Grisly  carte  he  her  f ette 

This  kinge  of  faixye  adoune  hym  sette 

Ypon  a  benche  of  Turves  fressh  and  grene 

And  rijt*  anon  seide  he  )>us  to  his  queue  2236 

My  wif  quod  he  ^af  may  no  wi3f  say  nay 

The  experience  proueth  if  euery  day 

The  treson  which  J^at*  womman  doy  to  man  cieaf  mj 

z!  thousand  telle  I  can  2240 

Notable  of  joure  vntrouj^e  and  britolnesse 

0  salamon  richest*  of  alle  rychesse 

ffulfiUed  of  sapience  and  of  worldely  glorie 

fiul  woTpi  bene  pi  wordes  to  memorie  ,  2244. 
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To  euery  wighf  f  af  witte  and  resorl  can/ 

Thus  preisej  he  jit*  J>e  bounte  of  man 

Among*  a  Ml  men  jit*  fonde  I  oil 

But*  of  alle  wommen  fonde  I  neuera  noon  2248 

Thus  seij)  pia  knyght*  Jat*  knowej)  joure  wickednesse 

And  Ihesus  filiiis  C[i]rak  as  I  gesse 

Ne  spekej)  of  30U  but*  seelden  reuerence 

A  wUde  fuyr  a  corrapte  pestilence  2252. 

So  jGalle  vpon  joure  bodies  jit*  to  nyjf 

Ne  Se  je  not*  Jis  honorable  knyght* 

By  cause  alas  )>at<  he  is  blynde  and  olde 

His  owne  man  shal  make  him  kokewoldf  2256 

Lo  where  he  sitte  pe  leccheoter  in  pe  tree 

Nowe  wil  I  graunte  pf  my  maieste 

Ynto  Jis  olde  blynde  worji  knyjl? 

That*  he  shal  han  ajein  his  eyen  sijf  2260 

whan  fat*  his  wiff  wold  do  him  vilanye 

)^an  shal  he  knowe  al  her  hailotrie 

BooJ)  in  repreef*  of  hure  and  oper  moo/ 

IT  3^  3ur^  quod  proserpyne  and  wil  je  soo  2264 

Nowe  by  my  moders  sire  soule  I  sweie 

))af  I  shal  jeuen  hire  sufi&sanf  answere 

And  alle  wommen  aftere  for  joure  sake 

That*  J^ouje  pei  bene  in  eny  gilt*  ytake  2268 

"Wip  face  bolde  ^ei  shullen  hem  self  excuse 

And  beren  hem  doune  )>at*  wolden  hem  accuse 

ffor  lacke  of  answer  noon  of  hem  shul  dyen 

Alt  hadde  je  seie  a  ))inge  wi])  bo)>  joure  yen  2272 

Jit*  shullen  we  so  visage  it*  hardely 

And  wepe  and  swere  and  chide  subtily 

]mf  je  shullen  bene  as  lewde  as  bene  gees  Decf  m.  back] 

what*  recketh  me  of  sucK  autoritoes/  2276 

I  wote  wel  ^is  Iwe  this  Salomon 

ffoonde  of  vs  wymmen  foles  mony  oil 

But*  |>ou3e  ^at*  he  ne  fonde  no  good  womman 

pei  ha.p  yfounde  mony  ano]>er  man  2280- 
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wommen  ful  trewe  ful  good  ful  vertuous 

witnesse  of  hem  )>af  dwellen  in  mstes  hous 

ynp  martierdome  )>ei  proued  her  Constance 

ye  Bomayn  geestes  maken  remembrannce  2284 

Of  mony  a  verrey  trewe  wif  aJao  / 

Buf  sir  ne  be  not*  wrof  as  be  it«  soo  / 

)K)ugh  ^af  he  seide  he  foonde  no  good  womman 

I  prei  30U  take  fe  sentence  of  }e  man  2288 

He  menf  )>us  J^at*  in  souereyn  bonnte 

Nis  noon  buf  god  buf  neijere  he  ne  she 

Eye  for  verrey  god  faf  nys  buf  oon 

whaf  make  30  so  moche  of  Salomofi  2292 

whaf  J^ou^e  he  made  a  temple  goddys  hous 

whaf  pou^Q  he  were  riche  and  glorious 

So  made  he  a  temple  of  £als  goddes ./ 

Who  myjf  do  a  J^inge  Jaf  more  forbode  es  2296 

Parde  as  faire  as  je  his  name  enplastera 

He  was  a  lecchoure  and  an  ydolastre 

And  in  his  elde  he  verrey  god  forsoke 

And  3if  ]^af  god  nad  as  sei)>  ]>e  booke  2300 

yspared  him  for  his  faders  sake  he  sholde 

haue  losf  his  regno  souner  )>an  he  woldd 

I  sette  noij^f  of  alle  fe  v}4eynye 

faf  30  of  wommen  write  a  botterflie  2304 

I  am  a  womman  node  mote  I  speke 

Eij^er  ellis  swelle  to  myti  herf  breke 

ffor  sipen  he  seide  )>af  we  bene  Iangler[ess]cs 

As  euer  mote  I  brouke  bo]^  my  tresses  2308 

I  shal  nof  spare  for  no  curtesye 

To  speke  him  harme  |>af  wold  vs  vilanye 

Dame  quod  ^is  Pluto  be  no  longer  wro]^e  [leaf  128] 

I  jeue  if  vp  buf  8iJ)ens  I  swore  myn)  oje  2312 

)^af  I  wolde  graunten  him  his  sijf  ajeySl 

My  word  shal  stonde  )>af  wame  I  pe  certeyfi 

I  am  a  kinge  if  sitte  me  nof  to  lye 

And  I  quod  she  a  queue  of  fairye  2316 
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Her  Answere  slie  slial  haue  I  Tndertake 

Laf  vs  no  moo  wordes  toake 

IT  fforsojj  I  wil  no  lenger  jou  cont?*arie 

Now  laf  V8  tume  ajein  to  lanuarye  2320 

Thaf  in  fia  Gkirdyn  wi))  pis  faire  Maye 

SyngeJ>  wel  merier  fan  f  e  popeniay 

3ou  loue  I  best*  and  shal  and  oper  noSl 

So  longe  aboute  )>e  alaies  is  he  gofi  2324 

Tili  lie  was  come  ajeinsf  ]^ilk*  piry 

where  as  p\a  damyan  sitte|>  ful  mery 

On  hegh  amonge  ]>e  fresshe  leues  grene 

This  fresshd  May  )?af  is  so  brijt*  an  shene  2328 

Gan  forto  sigh  and  seide  alas  my  side 

iNow  sire  quod  she  for  oujte  Jaf  may  bytide 

I  moost*  haue  of  fe  peeres  fat  I  see 

Or  I  mote  dye  so  soore  longep  me  2332 

To  eten  of  pe  smale  pares  grene 

Helpe  for  her  loue  )>af  is  of  hcuene  quene 

I  telle  jou  wel  a  womman  in  my  plite 

May  haue  to  fruete  so  grete  an  appetite  2336 

J}at*  she  may  dyen  but*  she  it  haue 

Alias  quod  he  ))at*  I  nad  here  a  knaue 

That  cou]>e  clymbe  alas  alas  quod  he 

£for  I  am  blinde  36  sire  no  fors  quod  she  2340 

But*  wold  36  Youchesauf  for  goddis  sake 

pe  piry  in  wij  joure  armes  forto  take 

ifor  wel  I  wote  fat*  je  mystrest  me 

EHia  shuld  I  clymbe  wel  ynowe  quod  she  2344 

So  I  my  fote  myjt*  sette  vpon  joure  bak" 

ffor  sofe  seide  he  in  me  shal  be  no  lak* 

Mighf  I  30U  helpe  wif  myn  herte  blood  Deaf  128,  biurk] 

He  stoupef  doune  and  on  his  bak*  she  stood  2348 

And  cau3f  hure  by  a  twist*  and  vp  she  goof 

Ladyes  I  preie  30U  fat*  ye  be  nat*  wroof 

I  can  not*  glose  I  am  a  rude  man 

And  sodeynly  anoon  fis  damyan  2352 
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Gran  pullen  vp  pe  smokke  and  in  he  ]>Tonge 
And  whan  J)af  Pluto  segti  pia  grete  wronge 
To  lanuarie  he  3aue  his  si^t*  ageyil 
[And  made  him  se  /  as  wel  as  evii  he  myht 
And  whan  he  hadde  /  cauht  his  syht  ageyn)] 
ne  was  ]>er  neuer  man  of  ]>inge  so  feyfi 
Buf  on  his  wiff  his  j^ou^t*  was  eueimoo 
Vp  to  J>e  tree  he  cast*  his  eyen  twoo  / 
And  segh  ]>at*  Damyan  his  wif*  had  di-esscd . 
In  which  manere  if  may  not*  be  expressed 
But*  [jif]  I  wolde  speke  vncurteysly 
And  yp  he  jaue  a  roringe  and  a  crye 
As  do))e  pe  modere  whan  )>e  childe  shal  dye 
oute  helpe  alas  harowe  I  gan  to  crye 

0  stronge  lady  stoor  what*  doostowe 
And  she  answerep  sire  what*  eileth  jowe 
Haue  pacience  and  leson  in  joure  mynde 

1  haue  30U  hulpen  of  bo)>  joure  eyen  blynde 
Vp  perile  of  my  soule  I  shal  not*  lyen 

As  me  was  iau^te  to  hele  wi])  jourd  eien 

Was  no  Jyinge  bette  forto  make  30U  see 

Than  strogle  wij)  a  man  vpon  a  tree 

God  wote  I  did  it*  in  ful  good  entent 

Stroggel  quod  he .  30  algate  in  it  went* 

God  3eue  30U  boj^e  a  shames  dep  to  dyefi 

He  swyued  pe  I  segh  if  wi^  myne  eyefi 

And  ellis  be  I  honged  by  pe  hals 

Than  is  quod  she  fe  medecyne  fals 

fFor  certeynly  if  30  my3ten  see 

3e  wold  not*  saye  no  wordes  vnto  me 

3e  han  some  glymysing*  a7id  no  parfit  6i3t* 

I  see  quod  he  as  wel  as  eu^re  I  my3t* 

Thonked  be  god  wij  bof  myn  eyen  twoo 

And  by  my  troupe  me  fought*  he  did  y  soo 

3e  mase  mase  good  sii'  quod  she 

This  ponk*  I  haue  for  I  haue  made  30U  see 
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Alias  quod  she  fat*  euere  I  was  so  kind© 

Kow  dame  quod  he  laf  al  passe  out*  of  mynda 

Come  doune  my  leef  and  if  I  haue  myssaytl 

God  helpe  me  so  as  I  am  euel  apaydf  2392 

But*  by  my  faders  soule  I  wend  haue  seyri) 

How  f  at*  Jis  Damyan  had  by  f  e  leyn) 

And  fat*  pi  smok*  had  leye  vpon  f i  bresf 

Je  sii^  quod  she  30  may  wene  as  jou  lesf  2396 

But*  sii^  a  man  fat*  wakef  out  of  sclepe 

He  may  not*  sodeynly  wel  take  kepe 

Vpon  a  ])inge  ne  seen  if  parfitely 

To  faf  he  be  adawed  verrely  2400 

Ki3t*  so  a  man  fat*  long*  haj?  blynde  ybe 

Ne  may  not*  sodeynly  so  wel  yse 

ffirst*  whan  f •  sijf  is  newe  cowmen  ageyfi 

As  he  paV  ha])  a  day  or  tweyen  yseyn  2404 

Til  J)af  joure  sijt*  ystabled  be  a  while 

Ther  may  ful  mony  a  sijt*  jou  begile 

Bef  ware  I  preye  jou  for  by  heuene  kinge 

fful  mony  a  man  wene)?  forto  se  a  )?inge  2408 

And  if  IB  al  ano))er  ])an  if  seme]) 

He  faf  mysconceyuej)  mysdemef 

And  wij)  J)af  word  she  lepe  down  fro  ])e  tre 

This  lanuarie  who  is  glad  buf  he  241 2 

He  clippej)  hire  and  kissef  hurc  ful  off 

And  on  hire  wombe  he  stroke])  hure  ful  softr 

And  to  his  Palays  home  he  ha))  hire  lad 

Nowe  good  men  I  prey  30U  to  be  glad  2416 

Thus  ende))  here  my  tale  of  lanuarie 

God  blesse  vs  and  his  modere  seynf  Mario  .  2418 

f  Here  ende])  pe  tale  of  pe  marohaunf 
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And  here  bygynne]^  p^  prologe  of  f»  wif  of  Bafhe  vmrns} 

Experience  thouje  noon  autoiite  [leaf  in^  back] 

weie  in  fla  world  rijt  ynouje  for  me 
To  speke  of  woo  poif  is  in  manage 
ffor  lordingges  Rip  I  twelne  jere  was  of  age  4 

Thonked  be  god  ]mt*  is  eteme  alyne 
Husbondes  atte  church  door  haue  I  bad  fyve 
3if  I  so  often  myjf  ban  wedded  be 
But*  alle  were  wor^i  men  in  ber  degre  8 

But*  me  was  tolde  certeyn  not<  longe  agon  is 
Tbaf  sij^en  crisf  ne  went*  neuer  buf  onys 
To  wedden  in  pe  cane  of  galile 

])af  by  pUk  ensample  taij^te  be  me  12 

Tbat*  I  ne  sbuld  wedded  be  buf  onys 
Herk  eek .  loo  sucb  a  sbarpe  word  for  pe  nones 
Beside  a  welle  Ibe^  god  and  man 

Spake  in  repreef  of  pe  Samaritan  16 

Thow  hast*  ybad  .v.  busbondes  quod  be 
And  ])at*  ilk*  man  ]>af  nouj  hap  ))e 
Is  not*  tbyne  busbondf  pwa  seide  be  certe]^^ 
Wbat*  be  menf  J>er-by  I  can  not*  seyfl  20 

Welef  But  paV  I  aske  wbi  the  fift*  man 
Was  non  busbond  to  pe  Samaritan 
How  mony  myjt  she  ban  in  manage 
Jit*  herd  I  neuere  telle  in  myn  age  24 

PETWORTH  271    (6-T.  834) 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


8TX-TEXT   335 

QBOUP  B.  §  1.  wipe's  preaublb.  Fetworih  MS. 

vpofi  fia  nombre  diffinicioun 

Men  may  devise  and  glosen  vp  and  ioun 

Buf  wel  I  wote  expresse  -wif-onten  lye 

God  bad  ns  forio  wexe  and  multiplie  28 

That*  ge[n]tile  text*  can  I  wel  vndei8ton<$ 

Eke  wel  I  wote  be  seide  myil  bu8bon<$  l^SHliTaaSH 

Sbuld  lete  fSswiere  and  modere  and  take  to  me  nH^^^oT*^ 

Buf  of  no  nombie  mencioiL  made  be  32 

Of  bygamy  or  of  octogamye 

Wbi  sbuld  men  ]»an  of  if  ban  vilanye 

loke  bere  tbe  wise  man .  kyng  Salomon 

I  trowe  be  bad  wyues  moo  ^an  odn  T  OmmU  ^  q^an^hnm  3(> 

Now  wold  god  if  lieful  were  to  me  peaf  iso] 

To  be  refressbed  balf  so  off  as  be 

Wbicb  jiff  of  god  bad  be  for  aH  bis  wyues 

No  man  ba^  sucb  ^at  in  ^is  world  alyue  es  /  40 

God  wote  ]»is  noble  kinge  as  to  my  witte 

pe  fuisf  nyjf  bad  mony  a  meiy  fitte 

Wif  eebe  of  bem  so  wel  was  bym  alyve 

Blessed  be  god .  fai  I  baue  wedded  fy ve  44 

Welcome  f  e  .vi  wban  J»af  euer  be  abal 

ffor  si]»  I  wil  nof  kepe  me  cbaasf  in  i^ 

Wban  myn  busbond  is  fro  ])e  world  ygofi 

Somme  cristen  man  shal  wedde  me  anofi  48 

ffor  ^an  tbe  apostel  sei))  p&t  I  am  fie 

To  wedde  a  goddes  balf  wbere  it  Ukep  me 

He  seiji  ^af  to  be  wedded  is  no  synne 

Better'  is  to  be  wedded  J>an  to  brenne  JJS?^.*?/"'*^ 

Wbaf  rekke]»  me  f  oo  folk*  sey  vylanye  53 

Of  sbrewde  lame^e  and  bis  Bygamye 

I  woof  wel  Abrabam  was  an  boly  man 

And  Jacob  eke  as  fer  as  euer  I  can  56 

And  ecbe  of  bem  bad  wyues  moo  fan  twoo 

And  mony  ano]»er  boly  man  also 

Wbere  can  je  say  in  eny  maner  age 

Thaf  vs  god  defended  manage  60 
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By  expresse  vooid  I  prei  jou  telle])  me 

Or  where  commaunded  he  viiginite 

I  wote  as  wel  as  je  it>'  is  no  drede 

pe  Apostel  whan  he  8peke]»  of  maydenhede  64 

He  seide  yexoi  precepts  had  he  nofl 

Men  may  counsaOe  a  womman  to  be  oft 

Buf  counseilling*  nys  non  comanndementi 

He  pntte  it^  in  once  owne  luggementi  68 

ffor  had  god  commannded  maidenhede 

J>an  had  he  dampned  weddyng*  wi]»  ]»e  dede 

And  certes  )if  fen  were  no  sede  ysowe 

Yirginite  fan  wherof  shuld  it^  growe  •  72 

Paule  dnisf  not*  commaunde  at*  pe  leest*  omtim,  uok] 

A  ]»ing*  of  whicb  his  maistei^  jaf  hym  no  heest* 

fe  darte  is  sette  vp  for  virgynyte 

Chace  who  so  may  who  so  renne]>  besf  lat*  se  76 

Buf  Jis  word  is  not*  take  of  every  wijt» 

Buf  ^r  as  god  wold  )eae  if  of  his  myghf 

I  wote  wel  ]>af  fe  apostel  was  a  mayde 

Buf  na]»elees  ^ugh  ]»af  he  wrote  or  seide  80 

He  wold  ]>af  euery  w^f  were  such  as  he 

All  nys  buf  counsaile  to  Tiigynite 

And  forto  be  a  wif  he  jaf  me  leue 

Of  Indulgence  so  is  if  no  repreue  8i 

To  wedde  me  jif  ^f  my  make  dye 

WitA-oute  excepciofl  of  Bygamye 

Al  were  if  good  no  womman  forto  touche 

He  menf  as  his  body  *  or  in  his  couche  88 

ffor  perile  is  bo]»  fire  and  towe  to  assemble 

3e  knowe  whaf  ]»is  ensample  may  resemble 

)ns  is  al  and  aomme  he  helde  virginite 

More  parfif  ]»an  wedded  in  fireelte  92 

Fieelte  depe  I  nof  buf  ))af  he  and  she 

Wolde  lede  her  lif  al  in  chaastite 

I  gratmte  if  wel  I  haue  non  envie 

)k>o  Maidenhede  preferre  bygamye  96 
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If  like))  hem  to  be  clene  in  body  and  goosf  • 

Of  myn  estaat*  I  wil  make  no  boost* 

fEbr  wel  je  knowe  a  lord  in  his  houshold 

Haf  nof  euery  vessel  of  gold  100 

Somme  bene  of  tree  and  dofi  her  lord  seniise 

God  clepeji  folk  to  him  in  sondry  wise 

And  euery  ha^  of  god  a  propre  3ift 

Somme  fis  somme  ^af  as  hym  like^  shift*  104 

Virginite  ys  grete  perfecciofi 

And  continence  eke  'wip  deuocion 

Buf  cnsf  fat*  of  perfecciofi  is  welle 

Bad  not*  eueiy  wijt*  he  shulde  selle  108 

Al  J>at*  he  had  and  jeue  it*  to  f  e  poore  De»f  isi] 

And  in  sucH  wise  folowe  hym  and.  his  lore 

He  spake  to  hem  >af  wold  lyue  parfitely        USn^^^t^*^ 

And  lordingges  by  joure  leue  fat*  am  not*  I     J^  *,  J^ 

I  wil  bystowe  f  e  flonre  of  al  myn  age  *i^SSfIi?2ri 

In  charite  and  fniyte  of  mariage 

Telle  me  also  to  what*  conclusiofi 

Were  membres  made  of  generaciofl  116 

And  of  so  parfit*  wise  and  whi  ywroujt* 

Tresteji  ri3f  wel  Jei  were  nof  made  for  noujf 

Glose  who  so  wil  I  say  boj)  vp  and  do«n 

J»af  J)ei  were  made  for  purgacio«n  120 

Of  Tryne  and  oure  bo))e  ]>ingges  smale 

were  eke  to  knowe  a  female  from  a  male 

And  for  noon  o^er  cause .  whaf  seye  30  no 

J)e  experience  woof  Jaf  if  is  so  /  124 

So  ))af  pQ  clerkes  ben  nof  wip  me  wroo]) 

I  seie  ^is  ]»af  ^ei  maked  be^  fore  both  p  otMr  a  7  nbd  ontj] 

This  is  to  seyne  for  office  and  for  eese 

Of  engendringe  ther  we  nof  god  displese  1 28 

whi  shuld  men  ellis  in  her  bokes  sette 

]»af  man  shal  jelde  to  his  wif  his  dette 

Nowe  whersvij)  shuld  he  paye  his  paymenf 

Jif  faf  he  ne  vsed  his  sely  instrumenf  132 
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Than  were  fei  made  vpon  a  creature 

To  purge  vryne  and  eke  for  engendrure 

But*  I  seye  not*  fat*  euery  wi^f  is  bolde 

])af  ha])  such  hameys  as  I  to  30U  haue  tolde  136 

To  goon  and  Tsen  hem  in  engendrure 

]»an  shuldl  men  take  of  chastite  no  cure 

Crist*  was  a  mayde  and  shapen  as  a  man 

And  mony  a  seint*  sif  fat*  fe  worldl  hygan  140 

^it*  lyued  f  ei  euere  in  parfif  chaastite 

I  nyl  envie  wif  no  virginite 

Lat*  hem  ete  brede  of  pured  whete  sede 

And  lat  vs  wyues  ete  Barle  brede .  144 

And  )if  wif  barle  brede  Mark*  telle  can  [iMf  m.  b«ek] 

Oure  lord  Jhem,  refresshed  mony  a  man 

In  such  astate  as  god  haf  cleped  vs  / 

I  wil  perseuere  I  ne  am  not*  precious  148 

In  wifhode  wil  I  vse  myn  Instrument* 

As  frely  as  my  maker  haf  it*  sent* 

If  I  be  daungerous  god  jeue  me  sorowe 

Myn  husbonde  shal  it*  haue  bof  eue  and  morowe  152 

Whan  fat*  him  list*  come  forf  and  paye  his  dette 

An  husbond  I  wil  han  I  nyl  not*  lette 

Whic^  shal  be  bof  my  dettot^r  and  my  f  ral 

And  han  his  tribulaciofi  wif-aH  156 

Vpon  his  flessh  while  fat*  I  am  his  wilf      ^J^^S^^JiS^^ 

1  haue  the  power  during*  al  my  liff  JSte?**  *****' "' 

vpon  his  propre  body  and  not*  he 

Rijt*  fus  fe  apostel  told  [itj  vnto  me  160 

And  bad  oure  husbondes  forto  loue  hym  weH 

Al  fis  sentence  me  likef  euery  deH 

Yp  stert'  the  pardonere  and  fat*  anoiL 
Now  dame  quod  he  by  god  and  by  seynt*  lohn    164 
3e  bene  a  noble  precheour  in  fis  caas 
I  was  about  to  wedde  a  wiff  alan 
What*  shuld  I  by  if  on  my  flessh  so  dere 
Jit*  had  I  leuer  wedde  non  to  jere  168 
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Ibyde  quod  she  my  tale  is  not)  bygonne 

Kay  pon  shalf  drinkeii  a  noper  tonne 

Er  Jtati  I  goo  shal  sanour  wors  ])an  ale 

And  wlian  ]»af  I  haue  told  forji  my  tale  172 

Of  tribulacion  in  manage 

Of  wbiche  I  am  experf  in  myn  age 

fia  is  to  seye  my  silf  ha^  bene  fe  wbippe 

]»an  maist*  powe  chese  whidei'  Jiou  wilf  scippo  176 

]»ilb  tonne  ])at*  I  shal  abioche 

Be  war  of  if  or  ^u  to  nye  aprocbe 

ffor  I  shal  telle  ensamples  moo  ^an  ten 

who  that*  wil  nof  be  war  by  of  ere  men ./  180 

By  hym  shul  ojier  men  corrected  be  dmlt  m] 

Thise  same  wordes  write^  ptholome 

Eede  in  his  almagesf  and  take  if  fere 

Dame  I  wold  prey  30U  if  jowr  wille  were  184 

Seide  fia  pardonere  as  ^e  bygan 

Telle  for])  joure  tale  spare  for  no  man 

And  teche  ts  ^enge  men  of  ^oure  practyke 

Gladly  quod  she  si]»  it  may  30U  like  188 

Buf  ]»af  I  prey  to  al  ])is  companye 

If  ])af  I  speke  after  my  fantasie 

As  take])  naf  a  greef  of  |)af  I  seye 

For  myfi  entenf  is  nof  buf  to  pleye  192 

IT  Now  sirs  ^an  shal  I  telle  30U  my  tale 

As  euere  mote  I  drinke  wyne  or  ale 

I  shal  seie  so))  ])oo  husbondes  ])af  I  hadde 

As  iij.  of  hem  were  good  and  two  were  badde  19G 

^e  i\j.  were  good  men  riche  and  olde 

Ynne))es  myjten  pei  pe  statute  holde 

In  which  ))ei  were  bounden  vnto  me 

3e  wote  wele  whaf  I  mene  of  J)is  parde  200 

As  god  me  helpe  I  laugh  whan  I  ^enke 

How  pitously  a  nyjf  I  made  hem  swynke 

Buf  by  my  faye  I  tolde  of  if  no  store 

J)ei  had  me  3oue  her  londe  and  her  tresore  204 
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Me  neded  not*  do  lenger  diligence 
To  Wynne  her  lone  and  do  hem  reuerence 
f&.  loned  me  so  wel  by  god  abone 

^af  I  ne  told  no  deynte  of  her  lone  208 

A  wise  womman  wil  bysy  hure  euere  in  oil 
To  gete  her  loue  je  ^er  as  she  hap  noh 
But*  Bipe  I  had  hem  holy  in  myn  hondd 
And  si))  ]»at*  ]»ei  hadde  joue  me  al  her  londe  212 

what*  shold  I  take  kepe  hem  forto  plese 
But*  )if  if  were  my  profite  &  myil  ease 
But*  sette  hem  so  a  werk^  by  my  faye 
^t*  mony  a  ny3f  ]»ei  songen  weleaway  216 

The  bacon  was  not*  fette  for  hem  I  trowe  \)mf  iss,  bwk] 

])at*  somme  men  han  in  Essex  at*  donmowe 
I  gouemed  hem  so  wel  aftei'  my  lawe 
^at*  echo  of  hem  ful  blisful  was  and  fawe  220 

To  bringe  me  gay  p'mggea  fro  ^e  feire 
knyves  and  ryngges  &  pt^rses  wel  faire 
ffor  god  it*  woot*  I  chide  hem  spitously 
l^ow  herkene])  how  I  here  me  proprely  224 

^  wise  wyues  ]>af  can  ynderston<i 
^us  shuld  ^e  speke  and  here  hem  wrong*  on  bond 
ffor  haK  so  boldely  pei  can  no  man 
8were  and  lye  as  wornman  can  228 

I  say  not  fla  by  wyues  ]»af  bene  wise 
But*  if  be  whan  ^af  pei  hem  mysavise 
A  wise  wif  shal  if  ^af  she  can  her  goode 
Bere  him  an  hond^  p&if  pe  kowe  is  wode  232 

And  take  witnesse  of  hire  owne  mayde 
Of  hure  assenf  buf  harkene^  how  I  seide 
IT  Sii0  olde  keynaicl  is  pla  ])ine  aray 
whi  is  my  neighboures  wif  so  gay  236 

8he  is  honoured  oueral  wher  she  gope 
I  sitte  at  home  I  haue  no  piifty  clo)>e 
whaf  dostowe  af  myn  neighbours  hous 
Is  she  so  foire  arf  ]»ou  so  amerous  240 
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nirhat*  roune  ^e  wi^  our  mayde .  ben^dicite 

Sire  olde  lecchoure  laf  fi  lapes  be 

And  if  I  haue  a  gossipe  or  a  frende 

wi)H)ut6  gilt*  )e  chide  as  a  fende  244 

3if  faf  I  walk"  or  play  vnto  his  hous 

pon  commest  home  as  dronken  as  a  mous 

An  prechesf  on  fi  benche  ynp  euel  preef* 

)>ou  seisf  to  me  if  is  a  grete  meschief  248 

To  wedde  a  poor  womman  for  costage 

And  if  ]»af  she  be  riche  of  grete  parage 

psji  seist  ])ou  ])at  if  is  a  turmentrie 

To  sufire  her  pride  and  her  malencolie .  252 

And  if  ])af  she  be  faire  fowe  verrej  knaue  Deaf  mj 

powe  seist  ))af  euery  holoure  wol  hure  haue 

She  may  no  while  in  chaastite  abide 

Thaf  is  assaied  vpon  eche  side  256 

Thowe  seisf  somme  folk^  desire  vs  for  richesse 

Somme  for  our  shap  and  some  for  our  faimesse 

And  somme  for  she  can  eij^er  sing<  or  dafice 

Thus  seistowe  wemard  god  3eue  p*  meschafice  260 

Somme  for  hure  hondes  and  her  armes  smale 

Thus  go]»  al  to  ^e  deueH  by  pi  tale 

Thow  seyst  men  may  nof  kepe  a  casteH  walle 

If  may  so  longe  assailled  be  ouendi  264 

And  if  ])af  she  be  foule  pon  saisf  ]»af  she 

Coveite])  euery  man  pai^  she  may  se 

fEbr  as  a  spaynel  she  wil  on  hym  lepe 

Til  ]»af  she  fynde  somme  man  ])af  wil  hire  chepe  268 

Ne  noon  so  grey  goos  gos  per  in  the  lake 

As  seist  pQVL  ^af  wil  be  wi])-outen  make 

And  seisf  if  is  an  harde  )>inge  forto  welde 

A  wi3f  ))af  no  man  wil  his  ]»onkes  helde  272 

Thus  seisf  ])0u  lorel  whan  ]»ou  goosf  to  bedde 

And  ))af  no  wise  man  nedep  forto  wedde 

And  no  man  ))af  entende])  to  pe  heuene 

wit^  wilde  Jjondei*  dynf  and  fire  leuene  276 

vPETWOBTH   278  (O-T.  84l) 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


SIX-TEXT   342 

GBOUP  D.  §  1.  wife's  preamble.  Fetworth  MS. 

Mote  pi  welked  nek*  be  to-broke 

fon  seist*  ]>af  dropping*  bouses  and  eke  smoke 

And  cbidinge  wyues  maken  men  to  fle 

Ouf  of  bir  owne  bouse .  A  benedicite  280 

Wbat*  eile^  sucb.  an  old  man  forto  cbide 

fon  seisf  we  wyues  wil  oure  vices  bide 

Til  we  be  fast*  and  psn  we  wil  bem  scbewe 

Wele  may  ^is  be  a  prouerbe  of  a  scbrewe  284 

^u  seisf  ))af  Oxen .  assen .  bors .  and  boundes 

fei  ben  assaide  af  dyuers  stoundes 

Basyns  lauoyrs  er  ^af  men  bem  bye 

Spones  •  stooles .  and  eucti  hxiBhondrye .  288 

And  so  bene  pottes  clo))e8  and  o]>er  araies  pMfiss^bMk] 

Buf  of  wommen  are  maked  none  assaies 

Til  ^ei  ben  wedded  old  dotard  sbrewe 

And  seisf  bowe  fen  we  witi  our  vices  sbewe  292 

Tbowe  seisf  also  ]»af  if  displese]»  me 

Buf  jif  J)ou  wilf  preise  my  bewte 

And  buf  Jou  poure  alway  vpon  my  face 

And  depe  me  faire  dame  in  euery  place  296 

And  buf  ))ou  make  a  feesf  on  )>af  ilk*  day 

])af  I  was  bom  and  make  firessb  and  gay 

And  buf  f  ou  do  to  myn  norys  bonoure 

And  to  my  cbambere  wet/dime  my  bour  300 

And  to  my  faders  folkes  and  bis  alyes 

Tbus  seisf  pou  olde  bareH  ful  of  lyes 

And  ^if  of  oure  apprentise  lankyn 

ffor  bis  crispe  bere  sbynyng*  as  gold  fyne  304 

And  for  be  sqwiers  me  bo)>  vp  and  doun 

Jif  basf  f  ou  ^ujf  a  fals  suspeciot^n 

I  wil  bym  nof  fei  pou  were  dede  to-morowe 

Buf  telle  me  fis  wbi  bidesf  povi  wif  sorowe  308 

fi  keyes  of  pi  cbesf  away  fro  me 

If  is  my  good  as  wel  as  |)ine  parde 

wbaf  wenesf  pou  make  an  ydyote  of  our  dame 

Now  by  faf  lord  ]»af  caUed  is  seinf  lame  312 
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fou  shalt*  not*  bo^  ^ou^e  poii  were  woode 
Be  maister  of  my  body  and  my  goode 
^af  oon  fen  sbalt*  forgoen  magre  ^ine  e]3en 
what*  helpe))  it*  of  me  to  qaere  and  spien 
I  trowe  ))oo  ^u  woldest*  lokke  me  in  fi  chesf 
))ou  shuldest*  seie  vif  go  where  fe  leaf 
Take  joure  diBporf  I  wil  leue  no  taHs 
I  knowe  jou  for  a  good  wiff  dame  Alys 
we  lone  no  man  J^at*  take])  kepe  ne  charge 
where  ))af  we  go  we  wil  be  at  our  large 
Of  alle  men  blessed  mot*  he  be 
fe  wise  astrologen  daun  ptholome 
Thaf  sei^  ^is  pronerbe  in  lus  almagesf 
Of  alle  men  his  wisdom  is  hiesf 
])at*  rekke))  nof  who  haji  ^e  world  in  hon<l 
By  fia  prouerbe  ^ou  shalt*  wel  ynderstond 
Haue  ^u  ynowe  what*  ther  pe  rekke  and  care 
Howe  merely  ])af  o])er6  folk^  fare 
ffor  certes  olde  dotarde  be  joure  leue 
3e  shul  haue  queynt*  righf  ynowe  at*  eue 
He  is  to  grete  a  nygar(i  ]»at*  wil  wame 
A  man  to  U^f  a  candel  at*  hls'lantame 
He  shal  haue  neuere  ]»e  lasse  li^t*  parde 
Haue  ))ou  ynowe  ^  ther  not*  pleyn  ye 
Thou  seist*  also  ]»af  ^if  pou  make  ys  gay 
wiih  clo])mge  or  wi]»  precious  aray 
Thaf  it*  is  perile  of  our  chaastie 
And  )it*  wi]»  wordes  ^ou  mote  enforce  me 
And  say  ]»ise  wordes  in  pe  apostels  name 
In  abite  made  wi]»  chastite  and  shame 
3e  wommen  shuld  apparaile  jou  quod  he 
And  not*  in  tressed  here  and  gay  perre 
Ab  perle  ne  wi]»  gold  and  dopes  riche 
Aftere  ]»i  text*  ne  aftere  ])i  rubriche 
I  nyl  not*  worche  as  mochel  as  a  gnatte 
""Ilrowe  seidest*  ab  ^at*  I  was  like  a  catte 
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Buf  who  80  wolde  senge  a  cattis  skyn 

fan  wold  pe  catte  wel  dwellen  in  his  Inn 

And  if  f  e  cattes  skyn  be  sclyke  a?id  gay 

She  nyl  not*  dwel  in  hous  half  a  day  352 

But*  forj)  she  wil  er  eny  day  be  dawed 

To  shewe  her  skyn  and  go  a  caterwawed  / 

Jifl  to  seie  if  I  be  gay  sii"'  schrewe 

I  wil  renne  out*  my  burel  for  to  shewe  35 & 

Sii'  olde  foole  what  helpe])  f  e  to  spien 

J>ei  jiowe  prey  argus  wif  his  Mt.  even 

To  be  my  warde  corps  as  he  can  best*  1 

In  feij)  he  shal  not*  kepe  me  but*  if  me  lest*  3(>0" 

^it*  cou))e  I  make  his  beerde  so  mote  I  pee  {\eatizi,\meki 

fon  seist*  eke  fat*  Jer  bene  finges  fre  ' 

j)o  which  fingges  trowblen  al  fis  erfe 

And  Jaf  no  wi^t*  ne  may  endure  pe  ferfe  364 

0  leue  sii*  schrewe  Ihc^  short*  fi  lifF 

Jit*  prechestowe  and  seist*  an  hatful  wilF  -• 

Yrockned  is  for  oon  of  Jise  meschawnces 

Ben  J>ere  non  of  er  manere  resemblaunses  368- 

f  at*  je  may  likne  30ure  parables  too 

But*  jif  a  cely  wif  be  oon  of  foo 

pow .  liknest  wommanwys  loue  to  helle 

To  barayn  londe  per  water  may  not*  dwelle  372[ 

Thou  liknest*  it*  also  to  wilde  fire 

J)e  more  it*  brennep  pe  more  it*  hap  desire 

To  consume  eny  ping*  pat*  brent*  wold  be 

Thow  seist*  pat*  ri3t*  a[s]  wormes  sheende  a  tre  376; 

Rijt*  so  a  wiff*  distroiep  her  husbonde 

pis  knowe  pei  pat*  bene  to  wyues  bonde 

IT  Lordingge^  rijt*  pus  as  30  han  hunderstand 

Bare  I  stifly  myn  olde  husbondes  on  hand  ,  380 

That*  pus  pei  seiden  in  her  dronkenosse  ^ 

And  eke  pat*  pei  liad  suspeciofL  of  lalousnesse  ^- 

On  lankin  and  on  myn  neef  also 

0  lord  pe  peyn  I  cUd  hem  and  pe  woo  /  384  • 
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fful  giltelees  by  goddia  swete  pyne 

ffor  as  an  hors  I  coujie  bo])  bite  and  whyne 

I  coufe  pleyn  and  I  was  in  J>e  gilt* 

Or  ellis  often  tyme  I  had  be  spilf  388 

Who  so  ^at*  fiisf  to  mylle  commeth  first*  grynt* 

I  pleyned  fursf  so  was  oure  wcrre  stinf 

IT  ^ei  were  fdl  glad  to  excusen  hem  ful  blyue 

Of  ]>inge  of  whicH  pei  agilt*  neuer  her  lyue  392 

Of  wenches  wold  I  beren  hem  on  honde 

Whan  f&i?  for  seke  pei  my^f  vnne))  stonde 

3it*  tided  I  his  hert>  for  ]»at*  he 

wende  I  had  of  hym  so  grete  chierte  396 

I  swore  J)af  al  my  walking*  by  nyjt*  D«if  iss] 

Was  forto  aspie  wenches  )>af  he  di3t* 

Vnder  fat*  colour  had  I  mony  a  myrje 

ffor  al  such  witto  is  jeuen  vs  in  our  bir])e  400 

Deceyte.  weping*.  spynnyng*  god  haj)  jeue  J^,,Std^Si«SS 

To  womman  kindely  while  Jat*  fei  lyue 

And  pua  of*  on  ^ing*  I  auat^nte  me 

At*  ]»e  ende  I  had  pe  best*  in  eche  degre  404 

By  slei^f  or  force .  or  by  somwe  manei*  finge 

As  by  contynuel  murmur  or  grucchinge 

I^amely  abed  had  ])ei  meschaunce 

per  wold  I  chide  and  do  hem  no  plesai/nce  408 

I  wolde  no  lenger  in  pe  bedde  abide 

3if  ]»af  I  felt*  his  arme  ouere  my  side 

Til  he  had  made  his  raunson  vnto  me 

|Mtn  wolde  I  suffire  hym  doo  his  niceto  412 

And  ])erfore  euery  man  pla  tale  I  telle 

Wiue  who  so  may  al  are  for  to  selle 

Wit^  empty  bond  men  may  non  hauke  lure 

ffor  wynnyng*  wold  I  al  his  lust*  endure  416 

And  make  me  a  feyned  appetite 

And  3it*  in  bacon  had  I  neuere  delite 

That*  maked  me  fat*  euer  I  wold  hym  chide 

fibr  f  oi^e  pe  pope  had  sitte  hym  beside  420 
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I  wolde  not*  spare  hjm  af  his  owne  boK} 

ffor  be  my  troupe  I  quytte  hym  worde  for  word 

As  belpe  me  v^rrey  god  omnipotent* 

fow  I  ri3t*  nowe  sbuld  make  my  testament  424 

I  ne  owe  hym  a  word  Jaf  it*  nys  quytte 

I  broujt*  if  so  aboute  by  my  witte 

)>af  he  most  jeue  if  yp  as  for  ^e  besf 

Or  ellis  had  we  neuer  be  in  resf  428 

ffor  Jiough  he  loked  as  a  lyofi 

3if  shuld  he  faile  of  his  conclusion 

Than  wold  I  seie  nowe  goode  leef  take  kepe 

Howe  mekely  Idkef  wilkin  our  shepe ./  433 

Come  nere  my  spouse  laf  me  ba  pi  cheke  D«iru5,  iwek] 

3e  shul  be  al  pacienf  and  meke 

And  han  a  swete  spiced  conscience 

Si^  ^e  so  prech  of  lobes  pacience  436 

Suf&e^  alway  si))  ^e  so  wel  can  preche 

And  buf  je  doo  certeyn  we  shul  jou  teche 

^af  if  is  faire  to  haue  a  wif  in  pees 

Oon  of  vs  mote  bo  wen  doutelees  440 

And  si^  a  man  is  more  resonable 

^an  womman  is .  sii-'  je  moste  be  suffitible 

whaf  eileth  ;ou  to  grucche  ^us  aiid  grone 

Is  if  for  je  wold  han  my  queynf  alone  444 

Wy  take  if  alle  lo  haue  if  euery  dett 

Peter  I  schrewe  30U  buf  je  loue  me  wett 

ffor  jif  I  wolde  selle  my  bele  chose 

I  cou]»e  walk*  as  frecch  as  eny  rose  448 

Buf  I  wil  kepe  if  for  jowr  owne  toth 

3e  be  to  blame  be  god  I  seie  30U  soth 

Such  manere  woides  had  we  on  hond 

Now  wil  I  speke  of  my  ferpe  husbonde  452 

IT  Mi  ferfe  husbonde  was  a  reueloure 

^is  is  to  seie  he  had  a  paramour 

And  I  was  jenge  and  ful  of  ragerye 

Stibom  and  stronge  and  loly  as  a  pie  456 
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Iok}  I  covLpe  daonce  to  an  harpe  smale 

And  sjnge  ywis  as  eny  ny^tingale 

wlian  I  hadde  dionke  a  draught*  of  swete  wyfL 

Metelyns  pe  foule  cbeerle  ^o  swyn  460 

faf  wij)  a  staf"  byraff  his  wif  her  lif* 

flfor  she  dronk*  wyne  fouje  I  had  ben  his  wilf 

Ne  shuld  he  not*  ban  daunted  me  &o  drinke 

And  aftere  wyne  on  venus  most*  I  ^enke  464 

ffor  as  siker  as  colde  engendrej)  haile 

A  likeious  mou]»  most*  ban  a  lykerous  tale 

In  womman  vinolent*  is  no  defence 

Jis  knowe  lecchouis  by  experience  468 

But*  lord  crisf  whan  faf  it*  remembroj)  me  D«if  iss] 

Vpon  my  jouj^e  and  [on]  my  lolite 

It*  tide))  me  aboute  myn  herte  rote 

Vnto  J»is  day  If  dof  myn  herte  bote  472 

fat*  I  haue  had  my  world  as  in  my  tyme 

But*  age  alas  ]»af  al  wil  enuenyme 

HaJ)  me  byraff  my  bewte  and  my  pith 

Lat*  if  go  flEire  wqI  pe  deuel  goo  )>erwith  476 

The  floure  is  goiL  per  nys  no  more  to  telle 

)»e  bren  as  I  besf  can  now  mote  I  selle 

Buf  jif  to  be  rijf  mery  wil  I  foonde 

Now  forfe  to  telle  of  my  ferje  husbonde  480 

I  seie  I  had  in  herf  gref  despite 

f  af  he  of  eny  opei  had  delite 

Buf  he  was  quytte  by  god  and  by  seynf  lose 

I  made  hym  of  pe  same  wode  a  crose  484 

Naf  of  my  body  in  no  foule  manere 

Buf  certeynly  I  made  folk*  such  chere 

f  af  in  his  owne  grece  I  made  hy7?i  frye 

ffor  Anger  and  for  verrey  lalowsie  488 

By  god  in  erpe  1  was  his  purgatorie 

ffor  which  I  hope  his  saule  be  in  glorie 

ffor  god  if  woote  he  satte  ful  off  and  songe 

whan  Jaf  his  shogh  ful  bitterly  Yiyni  wronge  492 
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ffoT  fer  nas  noon  sauf  god  and  he  ^at  wist* 

In  mony  wise  where  I  hym  twist* 

He  deyed  whan  I  come  fro  lerusalem 

And  ]ife  in  a  graue  vnder  fe  rode-beem  496 

All  nys  his  tombe  not*  so  curions 

As  was  fe  sepultuie  of  hym  darius 

whicfi  J>af  appelles  wrou^f  subtily 

It*  nys  but*  waasf  to  bury  hym  preciously  500 

X^at*  hym  fare  wel  god  3eue  his  soule  rest* 

He  is  nowe  in  his  graue  and  in  his  chest* 

IT  Nowe  of  my  .v.  husbond  wil  I  telle 

God  lat*  neuere  his  soule  come  in  helle  504 

And  jit*  was  he  to  me  ]»e  moost*  shrewe  OMfiM^bMicj 

J>at*  fele  I  on  my  ribbes  al  by  rewe 

And  euere  shal  unto  myn  ending*  daye 

But*  in  oure  bed  he  was  so  fressh  and  gaye  508 

And  ^r  wi^  al  so  wel  cou])e  he  me  glose 

whan  ))at*  he  wol()  ban  my  bele  chose 

^at  ^u^e  he  had  me  bete  on  euery  bon 

He  couje  wynne  ageyn  my  loue  anofi  512 

I  trowe  I  loued  him  fe  bette  for  he 

Was  of  his  loue  daungerous  to  me 

We  wommen  ban  if  ])af  I  shal  not*  lye 

In  ])is  manere  a  queynt^  fantasie  516 

waite  what*  ))inge  we  may  not*  lijtly  haue 

Theraftere  wil  we  crie  al  day  and  craue 

fforbede  vs  J^inge  and  ])at*  desiren  we 

Frees  on  ys  fast*  and  ))an  wil  we  fie  520 

-with  daungere  outer  we  al  oure  chaffare 

Greet*  prees  atto  Market*  make)>  dere  ware 

And  to  grete  chepe  is  yholde  atte  litel  pris 

This  knowe])  euery  womman  ))af  is  wise  524 

IT  My  fift*  husbonde  god  his  soule  blisso 

which  ^at*  I  toke  for  loue  and  no  ricchesse 

he  some  tyme  was  a  clerk*  of  oxenforJ 

And  had  left*  scole  and  went*  at*  home  to  boon)  528 
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•wip  my  gossip  dwelling*  in  our  toun 

God  haue  lier  soule  her  name  was  alisoun 

She  knewe  myn  hert^  and  al  my  priuyte 

Better  ^an  onre  parish  preest*  so  mot*  I  the  532 

To  hnre  bywried  I  my  counseil  ali 

ffor  had  myn  husbonde  pissed  on  a  walle 

Or  doon  a  )>inge  paf  shnld  have  cosf  his  li^ 

To  hnre  and  to  ano))er  wor^i  wiff*  536 

And  to  my  nece  which  I  loue  wett 

I  wold  han  tolde  his  counseile  euerideH 

And  so  I  did  fdl  often  god  it*  wote 

l^af  made  his  face  often  rede  and  bote .  540 

ffor  Terrey  shame  and  blamed  hym  self  for  he  Oetf  m] 

had  tolde  to  me  so  grete  a  privyte 

And  so  byfelle  ))af  ones  in  a  lente 

So  ofte  tyme  I  to  my  gosype  wente  544 

ffor  euere  ^it*  I  loued  to  be  gay  / 

And  forto  walke  in  marche  Averil  and  may 

f&om  hous  to  hous  to  barken  sonday  tailes/ 

^af  lankin  clerk  and  my  gossip  dame  alys  548 

And  I  my  self  into  Je  feeldes  wente 

Myn  husbonde  was  af  london  al  fat*  lente 

I  had  f  e  bettre  leisere  forto  pley 

And  forto  see  and  eke  forto  be  seye  552 

Of  lusty  folk  what*  wist*  I  whei^  my  grace 

Was  shapen  forto  be  or  in  what*  place 

Therfore  made  I  my  visitacions 

To  yigiles  and  to  processiofis  556 

To  preching*  eke  and  to  ))ise  pilgrimages 

To  plaies  of  miracles  and  of  mariages 

And  wered  vpon  my  gay  scarlet  gites 

Thise  wormes  ne  fise  mothes  ne  f ise  mytes  560 

Ypon  my  perile  frete  hem  neuer  a  dele 

And  woostowe  whi  for  f  ei  were  vsed  wele 

Now  wil  I  tellen  forf  what*  happed  me 

I  seie  ])af  in  fe  feeldes  walked  we  564 
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El  trewely  we  had  suet  daliafice 

pis  clerk*  and  I  paf  of  my  pwrviafice 

I  spake  to  hym  and  seide  how  pat  he 

jif  I  were  widowe  shuld  wedde  me  568 

ffor  certeynly  I  seye  for  no  bobafice 

pat*  I  was  neuere  3if  wit/toute  pwrveafice 

Of  manage  ne  of  oper  pingges  eke 

I  hold  a  monnys  witte  nat  worp  a  leke  572 

Jpaf  hap  but*  oon  hool  forto  stirten  too 

And  jif  pat  faile  pan  is  al  ydoo  / 

[I  bare  hym)  on)  hande  he  hadde  enchauntede  me  §5*  ^;;,J/ 

My  dame  tanghte  me  pat  subtylte  i3a.WA] 

And  eke  I  sayde  I  Mete  of"  hym)  aH  nyghte  577 

He  wolde  haue  slayne  Me  As  I  laye  vprighte 

And  att  my  bedde  was  fftdie  of*  vereye  blode 

Butte  yette  I  hope  pat  ye  schull  do  me  gode  580 

fifoi'  blode  bitokenepe  golde  As  me  was  taughte 

And  aii  was  ffalse  I  dremede  of*  hitt<  righte  noughts 

Butte  as  I  fToUowede  Ay  My  dames  lore 

Aswetio  of  that  as  of*  opei^  pyBge  more]  IKBB^.  extract  tiopa} 

But*  nowe  Sir'  lat*  me  se  what*  shal  I  seyfl 

A  A .  by  god  I  haue  my  tale  ageyfi . 

whan  pat*  my  ferp  husbond  was  on  here  ciearm.bMk] 

I  wepte  algates  and  made  soiy  chere  588 

As  wyues  moten  for  it*  is  pe  vsage 

And  with  my  keercheef  keuered  my  visage 

But*  for  pat*  I  was  purueide  of  a  make 

I  wepte  but*  smale  and  pat*  I  vndertako  592 

To  church  was  myn  husbond  ybom  on  morowe 

wip  neighbours  pat*  for  hjin  made  sorowe 

And  lankyn  our  clerk*  was  on  of  poo 

4b  helpe  me  god  whan  pat*  I  segh  hym  goo  596 

Aftere  pe  here  me  pou3t*  he  had  a  peire 

Of  legges  and  of  fete  so  clene  and  feire 

))at*  al  my  hert*  I  jaue  ynto  his  holde 

He  was  I  trowe  xx^  wyntei*  olde  600 
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And  I  was  xl^  jif  I  slial  seie  sope 
But*  }if  I  had  alway  a  Coltissfi  tojje 
Gat*  to])ed  I  was  and  Jaf  by-cam  me  well 
I  had  J)e  printe  of  seynt*  venus  seeH 
As  helpe  me  god  I  was  a  lusty  on 
ffaire  and  riche .  jonge  and  welbygoQ 
And  trewly  as  myn  husbond  tolde  me 
I  had  pe  best<  quoniam  ])at*  my3f  be 
[flfoi*  sertes  I  Am)  all  veneryen) 
In)  ffelenges  And  my  herte  is  MercyeD) 
Venus  me  yafe  My  luste  my  lykerousnesse 
And  Mars  yafe  me  my  stmxiye  hardynesse] 
Myn  ascendent*  was  taur^  and  mars  j9^-inne 
Alias  alas  ])at*  euer  lone  was  synno 
I  folowed  aye  myn  Inclinacion 
.  By  vertue  of  my  constellaciofi 
That*  made  me  I  coupe  not*  wijjdrawe 
My  chambere  of  venns  from  a  good  felawe 
[Yette  haue  I  Mars  is  Marke  vppon)  my  fface 
And  allfio  in  Anojjcre  preuye  place 
ffoi*  god?  so  wysse  be  My  saluacion) 
I  louede  neuer  by  no  discrec/oii) 
I  flfollowede  euer  Myne  Appetyte 
All  were  he  longe  schorte  blacke  oi'  whyte 
I  toke  no  kepe  so  fat  he  lykede  me 
How  ponre  he  was  And  eke  of*  whatte  degre] 
What*  shnld  I  sei  but*  at*  pe  monies  ende 
This  loly  clerk*  lankyn  ])af  was  so  hende 
HaJ)  wedded  me  wij)  grete  solempnite 
And  to  hjm  jaue  [I]  al  pe  londe  and  ffeo 
fat*  euere  was  me  3euen  Jerbifore 
But*  aftere[ward]  repented  me  ful  sore  • 
He  nolde  suffre  no  f  inge  of  my  lest* 
by  god  he  smote  me  onys  on  pe  lest* 
ffor  fat*  I  rent*  out*  of  his  boke  a  leef 
That*  of  J)at*  stroke  myn  eeren  wexen  deef 
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Stibom  I  was  as  is  a  leonesse 

And  of  my  tiinge  a  Yerv^j  langeleresse 

And  walk*  I  wol(J  as  I  had  don  to-fom  • 

ffirom  hous  to  hous  al  j90U3e  he  had  it*  sworn  640 

fibrjywij}  fol  often  tyme  he  wolde  precha 

And  me  [of]  olde  Romaynes  geestes  teche 

How  he  '  symplicius  gallus  laff  his  wiff 

And  hnre  for-soke  for  terme  of  his  lif  644 

Naf  bnf  for  open  hede  he  hure  say 

Lokinge  out*  at*  his  door  on  a  day 

Anofer  romayn  tolde  he  me  by  name 

pat*  for  his  wiff  was  at*  a  somers  game  648 

WijH>ute  his  wittyng*  he  forsoke  hei*  eke 

And  pSLU  wolde  he  vpon  his  bible  seke 

]>at*  ilk  prouerbe  of  Ecclesiast* 

Where  he  commaonde])  and  forbede])  fast*  652 

Man  shal  not*  suflfre  his  wif  to  rome  aboute 

Than  wolde  he  seie  ri3t*  ])us  wi]}-oiiten  doute 

Who-60  ]}af  beelde]}  his  hous  all  of  salous  n  Note  hma 

And  pricke];  his  blynde  hors  ouere  pe  falous  656 

And  sufferej}  his  wif  forto  seken  halowes 

Is  worJ)i  forto  be  honged  on  pe  galowes  / 

IT  But  al  for  nou3t*  I  sette  not*  an  hawe 

Of  his  prouerbes  ne  of  his  olde  lawe  660 

Ne  I  wold  not*  of  hym  corrected  be 

I  hate  hym  fat*  my  vice  telle])  me 

And  so  dofi  moo  god  wote  of  vs  Jan  I 

f  is  made  him  wip  me  wode  al  vtterly  664 

I  nol<}  forbere  hym  in  no  cas 

Now  wil  I  seye  jou  soj)  by  seinf  ThoTwas 

Whi  Jat*  I  rent*  out*  of  his  booke  a  leef* 

fFor  whicfe  he  smote  me  fat*  I  was  deef*  668 

He  had  a  boke  ])af  gladly  ny3f  and  daye 

ffor  his  disport*  he  wolde  rede  alway 

He  cleped  Valerye  and  theofraste  cicufisSibMk] 

Atte  whiche  boke  he  lowgh  alway  ful  fast*  67i 
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And  eke  per  was  somtyme  a  clerk*  in  Borne 

A  Caidynal  ])at*  hight*  seint*  leromp 

)paf  made  a  boke  ajein  louean 

In  which  boke  eke  J>er  was  Tercnlan  676 

Crisippus .  Trocula .  and  holowys 

That"  was  Abbas  not*  fer  fro  Paris/ 

And  eke  ]>e  parables  of  Salomon 

Ovydes  art*  and  bokes  mony  ofi  680 

And  oHe  fiae  were  bounden  in  oo  volom 

And  eucry  ny^t*  and  day  was  his  custom 

Whan  he  had  leisere  and  vacaciofi 

firom  opere  worldly  occupaciofi  684 

To  reden  in  J>is  boke  of  wicked  wyues 

He  knewe  of  hem  mo  legendys  )>an  lyues 

fan  bene  of  good  wyues  in  fe  bible 

fEbr  trustej)  wel  it*  is  an  impossible  688 

J)af  eny  clerk'  wil  speken  good  of  wyues 

But*  ^if  if  be  of  holy  seyntes  lyues 

Ne  of  noon  opere  womman  neuere  fe  moo  / 

who  peinted  f  e  lyon  telle  me  who  /  692 

By  god  jif*  wommen  had  ywriten  stories 

As  clerkes  han  wi)>-In  her  oratories 

Thei  wold  han  writen  of  men  more  wickednesse 

Than  al  pe  Mark*  of  Adam  may  redresse  696 

The  Children  of  mercury  and  Venus 

Ben  in  her  worchinge  contrarious  / 

Mercury  louej)  wisdom  and  science 

And  Venus  loueJ)  note  and  dispence  700 

And  for  her  dyuers  disposiciofi 

Ecti  falle])  in  opei  exaltaciofi 

As  puB  god  wote  mercure  is  disolate 

In  pisces  wher  Venus  is  exaltate  704 

And  Venus  fallej)  pev  mercurye  is  reysedf 

pedoT  no  womman  of  no  man  is  preised . 

The  clerk*  whan  he  is  olde  and  may  not*  do  [iMrisQ] 

Of  Venus  werkes  worj)  his  oldc  shoo  708 
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])an  sitte  he  doun  and  writte  in  his  dotage 

])at*  wommen  can  not*  kepe  her  mariage 

But*  nowe  to  pwrpoos  whi  I  told  }>e 

J^af  I  was  beten  for  a  boke  parde .  712 

Vpon  a  nyjt*  lankin  faf  was  our  sire 

fiedde  on  his  boke  as  he  satte  by  pe  fire 

Of  £na  firsf  )>at*  for  her  wickednesse 

Was  al  mankinde  broujf  to  wrecchednesse  716 

[fifoi^  whiche  fat  Ihe^a  Crisf  hym)  selfe  was  slayne  ^^pjjjf* 

That  boughte  vs  w*tA  his  herte  blode  agayne    o«'«*riM,fta<*] 

Lo  here  expresse  of*  women)  Maye  ye  flEynde 

That  women)  was  the  losse  of  AH  Mankynde]  720 

Tho  redde  he  me  howe  sampson  lost*  his  heres 

Slepinge  his  lemman  kitt*  it*  wi])  her  sheres 

])ourgh  whiche  treson  lost*  he  bo])  his  eyen  / 

Tho  redde  he  me  if  I  shal  not*  lyen .  724 

Of  Ercules  and  of  his  dyanyre 

])af  caused  hym  to  sette  hy7n  self  a  fyre 

No  f  inge  forgate  he  ))e  penai^nce  and  woo 

fat*  Socrates  had  wij)  his  wyues  twoo  728 

Howe  fat*  Ancipa  cast*  pisse  on  his  hede 

f  e  Sely  man  satte  stille  as  he  were  dede 

He  wiped  his  hede  no  more  durst*  he  seyn) 

But*  er  fat*  thondei*  stint*  commef  a  reyn)  732 

Of  ^pasipa  fat*  was  f e  quene  of  grete  p  atjint  ph] 

ffor  schrewdenesse  hym  f  ou^t*  f  *  tale  swete 

ffye  speke  no  more  it*  is  a  grisly  f  inge 

Of  hure  horrible  lust*  and  [liura]  lykynge  736 

Of  Clitermistra  for  her  lecherye 

fat*  falsly  made  her  husbond  forto  dye 

He  redde  it*  wif  fal  good  deuociofl 

He  tolde  me  for  what  occasion  740 

Amphiorax  at*  thebes  lost*  his  lif* 

Myn  husbonde  had  a  legende  of  his  wif 

Eriphilem .  fat*  for  an  ouch  of  gold 

haf  prively  vnto  fe  grekes  tolcJ  744 
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^^rher  f  af  her  husboiicJ  hidde  hy^Ti  in  a  place 

flTor  which  he  had  af  Thebes  sory  grace 

Of  lyma  tolde  he  mee  and  of  lucye  [iMris9,  bMkj 

J3ei  boj  made  her  husbondes  forto  dye  748 

Thatt  on  for  loue  ])af  oj^er  was  for  hate 

lyma  her  husbonde  on  euene  late 

Enpoysened  had  for  )>at*  she  was  his  foo 

Lucia  lykerous  loued  her  husbond  soo  /  752 

J3at*  for  he  shuld  vpon  her  alway  J)inke 

She  3aue  hym  such  a  loue  man^e  drinke 

That*  he  was  dede  or  if  was  by  J)*  morowe 

And  pua  algatcs  husbondes  han  sorowe  75  G 

IT  Than  tolde  he  me  howe  on  latumyus 

Compleyned  to  his  fclawe  arius 

That*  in  his  gardyne  growed  such  a  tre 

On  which  he  seide  J)at*  his  wyues  pre  760 

Hangged  hem  selue  for  hertes  despitous 

O  leue  brofer  quod  f is  arious 

3eue  me  a  plant*  of  ]>at<  blisful  tre 

And  in  my  gardyne  planted  shal  he  be  764 

Of  latter  date  of  wyues  ha])  he  redde 

])at*  han  sdayn  her  husbondes  in  pe  bedde 

But*  laf  hure  lecchoure  dijf  hui*  al  pe  nyjf 

Whan  pat*  pe  corps  lay  in  pe  floore  vprijf  768 

And  some  han  dryuen  nayles  in  her  brayli 

While  ]>at<  ])ei  sclepe  and  pua  ];ei  han  hein  sclayfi 

Somme  han  jeuen  poysen  in  her  drinke 

He  spak  more  harme  ))an  herf  may  ];enk*  772 

And  pGT-Yrith-aB.  he  knewe  of  moo  prouerbes   ^  SSStt^^  **' 

pan  in  pla  world  per  growen  grasse  or  herbes  / 

Betf  is  quod  he  pine  haMtacioii 

Be  wip  a  leon  or  a  foule  dragoii  776 

Jjan  wip  a  womman  vsing*  forto  chide 

Bef  is  quod  he  high  in  pe  roof  abide 

pan  wip  an  angry  wif  down  in  an  hous 

pey  bene  so  wicked  and  contrarious  /  780 
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^i  haten  ])af  her  husbondes  louen  ay 

He  seide  a  womman  cast*  her  shame  away 

whan  she  casf  of  her  smokke  and  ieTpermo  DeariM] 

A  faiio  womman  buf  she  be  chaasf  also  /  784 

Is  lich  a  gold  rynge  on  a  sowes  nose 

who  wold  wene  or  wold  suppose 

The  woo  }>af  in  myn  herie  was  and  pyne 

And  whan  I  segh  he  wolde  neuere  fyne  788 

To  reden  on  pis  cursed  boke  al  ny^t^ 

Al  sodeynly  J)re  leues  haue  I  pli3f 

Out*  of  his  boke  ri3t*  as  he  redde  and  eke 

I  wi^  my  fisf  so  toke  him  on  fe  cheke  792 

That*  in  our  fire  he  fille  bakwar()  adoim 

And  he  vp  stert*  as  doj)  a  wood  lyown 

And  wij9  his  fist*  he  smote  me  on  pe  hede 

))at*  in  pe  flore  I  laie  as  I  were  dede  796 

And  whan  he  seegh  how  stille  pat'  I  lay 

He  was  agasf  and  woldl  han  fledde  away 

Til  af  pe  laste  out*  of  my  swowe  I  breide 

O  hastowe  sdayne  me  fals  peef*  I  seide  800 

And  for  my  londe  pxia  hastowe  mordred  me 

Or  I  be  dede  ^if  wil  I  kisse  pee 

And  nere  he  come  and  kneled  faire  adoz/n 

And  saide  dere  sustere  Alisoufl  80i 

As  helpe  me  god  I  shal  pe  neuere  smyte 

That*  I  haue  done  it*  is  ^i  self  to  wite 

ffor^eue  if  me  and  paV  I  ^e  bLseke 

And  3it*  eftsones  I  hit*  hym  on  pe  cheke  808 

And  seide  peei  ]>us  moche  am  I  wreke 

Nowe  wil  I  dye  I  may  no  lenger  speke 

But*  at*  J>e  last*  vnp  mochel  care  and  woo 

We  fille  acorded  by  vs  seluen  twoo  812 

He  ^aue  me  al  pe  bridel  in  myn  honde 

To  haue  pe  gouemawnce  of  hous  and  londe 

And  of  his  tunge  and  his  hand  also 

And  made  him  breune  his  boke  anon  ri3t*  ])oo  816 
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And  whan  f&i?  I  had  goten  vnio  me 

By  maistery  al  f  e  souereynte . 

Than  he  seide  myn  owne  trewe  wif  [ie»f  i4o,  back] 

Do  as  30U  lest*  ]>e  terme  of  al  joure  lif  820 

kepe  3oare  honure  and  kepe  eke  myn  astate 

Aftere  ]}af  day  we  had  neuere  debate . 

God  helpe  me  so  I  was  to  him  as  kinde 

As  eny  wiff  from  denmarke  into  Ynde  824 

And  also  trewe  /  and  so  was  he  to  me 

I  prey  to  god  ])at*  sitte  in  mageste 

80  blesse  his  soule  for  his  mercy  dere 

Now  wil  I  seie  my  tale  if  je  wil  here  828 

IT  Thus  ende>  )>e  prologe  of  )>e  wiff  of  ba1£ 

And  here  bygyime])  pe  Tale.'  »« aummoiur  and  »« Friar.-} 

m  The  tale./ 

The  &ere  lowe  whan  he  had  herd  al  )>is 
Now  dame  quod  he  so  haue  I  ioye  or  blis 
]>iB  is  a  longe  preamble  of  a  tale 

And  whan  J9is  somnour  herd  pe  frere  gale  832 

Lo  quod  pe  somnour  goddis  armes  two 
A  frere  wil  entremete  hym  euermoo 
Loo  good  men  a  flie  and  eke  a  frere 
wollen  falle  in  eueiy  dissh  and  eke  matere  830 

what*  spekest*  ])ou  of  preambulacioun 
what*  amble  or  trotte  or  pees  or  go  sitte  dot^n 
Thou  lettest*  oure  disport*  in  pia  manere 
3e  wilt*  ])0U  so  somnoui'  quod  pe  frere  840 

Now  by  my  fay  I  shal  er  p&V  I  goo 
Telle  a  somnour  such  a  tale  or  twoo 
That*  alle  pe  folk  shul  laughen  in  pia  place 
Now  ellis  frere  I  bishrewe  J)i  face  844 

Quod  pia  somnoui'  and  I  bishrewe  me 
Buf  }if  I  telle  pe  tales  two  or  J)re 
Of  freres  er  I  come  to  sidyngbume 
^f  I  flhal  make  ])ine  herf  for  to  mourne  848^ 
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£for  wel  I  wote  ^i  pacience  is  goii 

Our  hoosf  cried  pees  and  p&if  anoil 

And  seide  laf  pe  womman  telle  her  tale 

3e  faren  as  folk*  ^af  dronken  beil  of  ale ./  852 

Do  dame  telle  forth  jour  tale  ])af  is  ^e  best*  cieafHi] 

Al  redy  sire  quod  she  rijt*  as  30U  lest* 

If  I  haue  licence  of  ^is  worjii  frere 

jis  dame  quod  he  telle  for])  joure  tale  we  wil  here         856 

[No  break  in  tJie  MS.] 
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[THE  WIFE  OF  BATH'S  TALL] 

IN  ^e  olde  dayes  of  pe  king^  arthoui^  IT  fbbiila 

Of  whicR  }>at*  bretons  speken  grete  honoMr 
Al  was  fis  land  fulfilled  of  fayry 

Je  Elfe  quene  wip  her  loly  companye  860 

Daunced  wif  out*  in  mony  a  grene  mede 
Jjis  was  J>e  olde  opynyon  as  I  rede 
I  speke  of  mony  an  .C.  3ere  argoo 

But*  nowe  can  no  man  se  noon  elues  moo  804 

ffor  nowe  fe  grete  charite  and  preiers 
Of  lymytoures  and  ofer  poor  f re  res 
That*  serchen  euery  londe  and  eiiery  strenie 
As  J)ikke  as  motes  in  ^e  sonne  heme  868 

Blessinge  halles  chambers  and  bourcs 
Citiees  burghes  castels  hije  toures 
Thropes .  beemys .  shipnes .  dayrys 

This  make^  fat*  fer  bene  no  fayrys  872 

ffor  J>er  as  wonte  to  walkc  was  an  elf* 
Ther  walke^  nowe  Je  lymytoe/r  hy?^  self* 
In  vnder  meles  and  in  momynggc* 

And  sei])  his  matyns  and  his  hoty  J^ingg^^^  876 

As  he  goj}  in  his  lymitaciof/n 
Wowimen  may  go  nowe  sauf  vp  avd  down 
In  euery  bussh  or  vnder  euery  tre 

per  nys  nofi  of  er  Incubus  but*  he  880 

And  he  wil  do  hem  buf  dishonour 
And  so  felle  if  pat*  pis  king*  Artho?/r 
Had  in  his  hous  a  lusty  bacbilere 
That*  on  a  day  come  riding*  fro  ryvere  884 

PKTWORTH  296    (6-T.  369), 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


SIX-TEXT   360 

6B0UP  D.  §  2.  wife's  talb.  Fetworth  MS. 

And  happed  alone  as  she  was  bom 

He  seegli  a  maiden  walking*  hym  byfoill 

Of  whicb  mayde  Mangre  her  hede 

By  Yertej  force  he  raft<  hure  maydenhede  888 

ffor  whicSL  oppression  was  such  clamot^r  Deaf  ui,  back] 

And  snc&  pursute  vnto  fe  king*  arfchot^r 

Thaf  dampned  was  ])is  knyjt*  forto  be  dede 

Be  conrs  of  lawe  and  shuld  haue  losf  his  hode  892 

Perauenture  sucli  was  pe  statute  ^oo  / 

Buf  )>af  pe  quene  and  o]7er  ladis  moo 

So  longe  preide  ye  kinge  of  grace 

TilhehisMhimgrauntedin)>afplace  896 

And  jaue  hym  to  ^e  qnene  al  at*  her  wille 

To  chese  whedere  she  wold  hym  sane  or  spille 

The  qnene  ]K>nke])  J)e  kinge  wi])  al  her  myjt* 

And  after  ])is  fna  speke  she  to  ^e  knyghf  900 

Whan  ]>af  she  seegli  her  tyme  on  a  day 

Thou  stondesf  ^it*  quod  she  in  sud&  aray 

That*  of  ])i  lif  jif  hastowe  no  suerte 

I  gxaunte  )>e  lif  if  ^ou  canst*  telle  me  904 

IT  What*  J)ing  is  it*  fat*  woTTimen  most*  desiren 

Be  ware  and  kepe  f  1  nekbone  fro  yren 

And  if  fou  canst*  not*  telle  it*  me  anon 

^it*  wil  I  ^eue  pe  leue  forto  gon  908 

A  xij.  mon]>e  and  a  daye .  to  seke  and  lere 

An  answere  sufiisaunf  in  pia  matere 

And  suerte  wil  I  han  er  ]>af  pon  passe 

pi  body  forto  3elde  in  pia  place  912 

woo  was  ]ns  knyjt*  and  sorowiully  he  sikef 

But*  what*?  be  may  not*  do  al  as  hym  hkep 

And  at*  pe  last*  he  chese  hym  forto  wende 

And  to  come  ajein  ri3f  Bt*  pe  ^eies  ende  916 

'With  suche  answere  as  god  wold  hjm  pt^rveye 

And  take))  his  leue  and  wendej?  for)>  his  weye 

He  seke])  euery  hous  and  euery  place 

Where  as  he  hope])  forto  fynde  grace  920 
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To  leie  what*  J9ing<  wommen  louen  most^ 

But*  he  nowe  koude  aryuen  in  no  cost^ 

where  as  he  my^te  fynde  in  pis  maieie 

Twoo  creatures  acording*  in  feie  924 

Somme  seiden  wommen  louen  best*  ricchesse  DMf  i«i 

Somme  seide  honouf  somme  seiden  lolynesse 

Somme  riche  aray .  some  seiden  Insf  a  bedde 

And  off  tyme  to  be  wydowe  and  wedde  928 

Somme  seiden  )>af  we  bene  most*  yesed 

Whan  ]>at*  we  bene  yflatered  and  yplesed . 

He  go])  ful  ny  Jye  so)>  I  wil  naf  lye 

A  man  shal  wynne  ts  best  wi])  flaterye  932 

And  wi])  attendaimce  and  wi])  bisynease 

bene  we  alyned  bo])  moie  and  lesse 

And  somme  men  seyn  howe  ])af  we  louen  best* 

fibrto  be  free  and  do  lijf  as  ts  lesf  936 

And  ^af  no  man  repreue  ys  of  our  vice 

But*  say  ))af  we  bene  wise  and  no  ])inge  nice 

ffbr  trewly  f  er  nys  noon  of  vb  alle 

5if  any  w^f  wil  clawe  vs  on  fe  galle  940 

J)af  we  nyl  loke  or  he  saye  vs  sot£ 

Assaie  and  he  shal  fynde  if  ])af  he  do]) . 

ffor  be  we  neuei^  so  vicious  wi])-Inne 

We  wil  be  holden  wise  and  clene  of  synne  944 

And  somme  seyn  ])af  grete  delif  haue  we 

ffoT  to  be  holden  stable  and  eke  secree 

And  in  oo  purpos  stedfastly  to  dwelle 

And  nof  bewrey  ])ing*  ^af  men  vs  telle  948 

Buf  ])af  tale  is  nof  wor])  a  lake  stele 

Parde  we  wommen  connen  no  pmff  hele 

Witnesse  on  myda  wil  30  here  fe  tale 

Ovide  amonges  o])er  ])ingge8  smale  952 

Sei^  Mida  had  vnder  his  longe  heres 

Growinge  vpon  his  hede  two  asses  ores 

The  which^  vice  he  hidde  as  he  besf  myjf 

fiul  subtily  from  euery  mannys  sijf  956 
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^at*  saue  liis  wif  ^er  wist*  it*  no  moo 

He  loaed  her  mosf  and  treated  to  her  also 

He  preide  hii'  mosf  ])at*  ynto  no  creature 

She  Bhnlci  nof  tellen  of  his  disfigure  960 

She  swore  hym  nay  for  al  fia  worl(}  to  wynne     Ci«^i4>*  tMokJ 

She  wol(}  do  ])at*  yilanye  or  p&i?  synne 

To  make  her  husbond  han  so  foule  a  name 

ffor  reprevynge  of  hym  and  foule  shame  964 

But*  na])elees  her  ]K>ujf  ]Mif  she  dide 

yskV  she  so  longe  shul<)  a  counseile  hide 

Her  ]K>i^f  if  satte  so  sore  ahouf  her  herte 

peX  nedely  som  word  her  mote  arsterte  968 

And  Bife  she  dursf  [nat]  tellen  if  no  man 

Doune  to  a  marise  fasf  she  ranne 

Til  she  came  ]wre  her  hert6  was  a  fire 

And  as  a  bitor  bumle^  in  fe  myre  972 

She  laide  her  mou^  vnto  ^e  watei'  dot^n 

Bewrey  me  nof  ]k>u  watere  mp  pi  soufl 

Qoo^  she  to  ]>e  I  telle  if  and  no  moo 

Myll  hushonde  ha])  longe  asses  eren  two  976 

l^ow  is  my  herf  al  hole  now  is  if  oute 

I  myjf  no  longer  kepe  if  ouf  of  doute 

Hers  may  je  se  paofe  we  a  tyme  abide 

)ete  oute  if  moof  we  mowe  no  counseil  hide  980 

The  remenat^nte  of  pe  tale  if  je  wil  here 

Bede]»  oyide  and  je  mowe  if  lere 

IT  This  kny}f  of  which  my  tale  is  specialy 

Whan  ^af  he  seegh  he  my^f  nof  come  perhy  984 

This  is  to  seyn .  whaf  woTnmen  louen  mosf 

Wijhin  hiB  herf  soryfdl  was  pe  goosf 

Buf  home  he  goj^e  he  my^f  nof  soiottme 

)>e  day  was  come  ])af  homward  mosf  he  toume  988 

And  in  his  way  if  happed  hym  to  ride 

In  al  his  care  vndere  a  foresf  side 

Wheie  he  segh  in  oon  daunce  goo  / 

Of  ladis/oure  and  twenii^  and  jif  moo      c>M8nmj.tL]    992 
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Toward  Je  dannce  he  drowe  hym  jeme 

In  hope  ])af  somme  wisdom  6hul(}  he  leme 

But*  certeynly  er  he  cam  fully  Jjere 

Vanysshed  was  pe  daunce  he  nysf  nof  wher^  996 

No  creature  seye  he  fat*  bare  lif  n«rfi«3 

Saue  in  )>e  grene  he  sey  sitting*  a  wif 

A  fouler  wi3t*  J)er  may  no  man  deuise 

Ageyn  pe  knyjt*  ^e  old  wif  gan  arise  1000 

And  seide  sir  knyjf  here  for])  ne  lie])  no  way 

Telle  me  what*  ))af  ^e  seken  be  ^oure  fay 

Perauenture  it*  may  J>e  better*  be 

Thise  olde  folk  konne  mocha  ])ing*  quod  she  1004 

My  leue  modere  quod  ])is  kn^f  certayfi 

I  am  but*  dede  but*  jif  )>af  I  can  sayil 

Whatf  ])inge  if  is  ])af  wommen  most*  desire 

Cowde  je  me  wisse  I  coude  wel  quyte  ^our  hire  1008 

Flite  me  ])i  trou])e  here  in  my  hand  qi^od  she 

The  next6  ])inge  )>at*  I  require  ])e 

Thow  shalt*  it*  doo  if  it*  lye  in  fi  mj'^if 

And  I  wille  telle  if  jou  er  if  be  ny^f  101 2 

Haue  here  my  troupe  quod  Je  kny^f  I  graunte 

Than  quo])  she  I  may  me  wel  auat^nte 

J)i  lif  is  sauf  for  I  wil  stonde  per-hj 

Vpon  my  lif  pe  quene  wil  say  as  I  1016 

Laf  se  which  is  pe  proddesf  of  hem  alle 

J^af  wereth  on  a  kerchif  or  a  calle 

)>at  dar  seie  nay  of  p&V  I  shal  30U  teche 

laf  Ys  goo  for))  wi])-oute  lenger  speche  1020 

Tho  rowned  she  a  pistel  in  his  eere 

And  bad  hym  to  be  glad  and  han  no  fere 

Whan  ])ei  be  commen  to  pe  courte  pis  kny^f 

Seide  he  had  holde  his  day  as  he  had  hi3f  1024 

And  redy  was  his  answere  as  he  seide 

£ful  mony  a  noble  wif  and  mony  a  maide 

And  mony  a  widowe  for  f  af  pel  be  wise 

pe  quene  her  silf  sitting*  as  a  lustise  1028 
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Assembled  ben  )>is  answere  forto  here 
And  afteie  ]>i8  kny3l^  was  bode  apere 
And  ]>af  pe  kn^t*  shuld  telle  in  audience 
To  euery  wijf  commmaunded  was  silence  1032 

whaf  ]>ing*  faif  woildly  wommen  louen  mesf      [leaf  ua,  i»ckj 
This  knygbt*  ne  stode  not*  stille  as  doj?  a  beesf 
Buf  to  bis  question  anofi  answen) 

-mp  manly  Yois  ])af  al  pe  courte  it*  heide  1036 

My  lege  lady  generally  quod  be 
wommen  desrren  to  ban  souereynte 
As  wel  ouer  bir  busbond  and  ber  loue 
Ajid  forto  be  in  maistrie  bym  aboue  1040 

Tbis  is  joure  most*  desire  ])0U3e  je  me  kille 
Do]>  as  30U  list*  I  am  bere  at*  joure  wille 
In  al  ]w  courte  ne  was  ])er  wif  ne  mayde 
Nq  wydowe  ])at*  contraried  wbaf  be  saide  •  1044 

Buf  seiden  be  was  wor^i  ban  bis  lif 
And  wij>  p&V  word  vp  stert*  fat*  olde  wif 
wbic&  ]>af  pQ  knygbt*  sey  sitting*  on  pe  grene 
Jtfercy  quod  sbe  my  souerey;i  lady  queue  1048 

^  £r  pat  ;oure  courte  departe  do  me  ri3t* 
I  taugbf  p\B  answere  vnto  p\a  kny3t* 
ffor  wbicti  be  pli3t6  me  bis  troytbe  )>ere 
pe  first*  pmge  I  wolde  of  bim  requere  1052 

He  wold  it*  doo  3if  it*  lay  in  bis  my3t* 
Bifore  pe  court*  pan  prey  I  pe  sir  kny3t* 
Quod  sbe  ^at*  ^ou  me  take  vnto  ])i  wiff 
ffor  wel  ])0u  woosf  )>at*  I.  baue  kepte  ])i  liff  1056 

If  I  sey  fals  seye  nay  ypon  Ji  faye 
^is  kny3t*  answerd  alias  and  weleaway 
I  woof  ri3f  wel  pai  sucfe  was  my  bibesf 
ffor  goddis  louexbese  a  newe  requesf  1060 

Take  al  my  good  and  laf  my  body  goo 
Nay  )>an  quod  sbe  I  scbrewe  ys  bo^e  twoo 
ffor  ]>ou3e  ]>af  I  be  foule  and  olde  and  poor 
I  nold  for  al  pe  metal  ne  for  ore  1064 
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fskV  vnder  er]>e  is  graue  or  litli  aboue 

But*  )if  ^at*  I  ^i  wif  weie  and  ^i  lone 

My  lone  quod  he  nay  my  dampnacioft 

Alias  ]>af  eny  of  my  naciofi  1068 

Shuld  enere  so  foule  ydisparaged  be  vmiiUi 

But*  al  for  noujf  pe  en^e  is  ])is  ]>af  he 

Constreyned  was  he  nedes  mosf  her  wedde 

And  take])  ^is  olde  wif  and  go]>  to  bedde  1072 

Kowe  wolden  somme  men  seyn  p«ranentttre 

))af  for  my  nechgence  I  do  no  cnre 

To  telle  30a  pe  loie  and  )>e  araye 

^af  at*  )>e  feesf  was  )>at«  ilk*  day  1076 

To  which  )>inge  shortly  answere  I  shal 

I  seie  per  nas  no  loye  ne  feest*  at  aU 

)>er  nas  but*  heyynesse  and  mochel  sorowe 

ffor  prinely  he  wedded  hure  on  a  morowe  1080 

And  alday  aftere  hid  hym  as  an  owle 

So  woo  was  him  his  wif  loked  so  foule 

Grete  was  pe  sorowe  pe  kny^f  had  in  his  ]70u;1^ 

Whan  he  was  mp  his  wiff  a  bedde  brou^f  1084 

He  walowej)  and  tume]>  to  and  froo 

His  olde  wiff  laye  smyling*  euermoo 

And  seide  .0  dere  hnsbond  0  benedicite 

fare)>  enery  knyjf  puB  wi]>  lus  wif  as  36  1088 

Is  pis  pe  lawe  of  king*  Arthnres  hoos 

Is  enery  knyjf  of  his  lone  pua  dailgerons 

I  am  30ure  owne  lone  and  eke  joure  wiff 

I  am  she  which  ))af  saued  ha]>  joure  lif^  1092 

And  certes  )if  did  I  30a  nen^e  vnr^f 

whi  £Etre  )e  pxis  wi]^  me  pe  firste  nyjf 

5e  faren  lich  a  man  bad  lost*  his  witte 

ffy  what*  is  my  gilt*  for  goddes  lone  telle  it*  1096 

And  if  shal  ben  amended  if  I  may 

Amended  qnod  ^is  kn^f  nay  nay 

That*  wil  not*  bene  amended  neuere  moo 

))ou  art*  so  lo]»ly  and  so  old  also  1100 
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And  ^ito  commen  of  so  lowe  a  kinde 

Jutt  no  wonder  is  ]K)ii)e  I  walowe  &  wynde 

So  woldd  god  my  heitd  wolds  bres 

Is  piB  quod  she  ]»e  cause  of  jouxe  vniest*  110^ 

3e  certeinly  qno^  he  no  wondei*  is  omt  144,  bMk] 

Now  sire  quod  she  I  con]>e  amende  al  ]>is 

If  ^af  me  lisf  er  it*  wexe  dales  fre 

So  wel  30  mjjf  here  }ou  ynto  me .  1 108 

IT  But*  for  )e  speken  of  such  gentilesse    Y  v»te  ^«a«  a«  aoUiibM 

As  is  descended  oaf  of  alle  licchesse 

y&i?  J^eifore  shulden  je  be  gentile  men 

Sucb  errogannce  nys  not*  wor^  an  hefi  1112 

Loke  who  so  is  moosf  Tertuous  alway 

Privey  and  aperte  and  best*  ende]>  ay 

To  do  fe  heste  dedis  ])af  he  can 

And  take  him  for  ]>[e]  grettesf  gentile  man  1 116 

Of  criste  deyme  we  oni'  gentylesse 

Nof  of  onie  elders  for  our  old  ricchesse 

ffor  fovL^e  pei  jeue  ts  al  our  herLtage 

£For  which  we  deyme  to  be  of  hie  parage  1 120 

3if  may  fei  not"  byqueef  for  no  f ing* 

To  noon  of  vs  her  vertuous  lyuynge 

^af  made  hem  gentile  men  ycaUed  be 

And  bad  ts  folowen  in  such  degre  1124 

wel  can  )>e  wise  poete  of  florence 

])af  highf  dafit*  speke  in  pis  sentence 

Lo  in  such  manere  Byrne  is  dantes  tale 

ful  seelde  yprise])  by  his  brounches  smale  1128 

Prowesse  of  man  for  god  of  his  prouesse 

wil  ^af  of  hym  we  clayme  our  gentilnesse 

ffor  of  oure  elders  may  we  no  pinff  clayms 

Buf  temporel  ping  ])af  man  may  hirt  and  mayms        1132 

Eke  euery  wijf  wote  pis  as  wel  as  I 

po  gentelesse  were  planted  naturelly 

Ynto  a  certeyn  lynage  doun  pe  lyne 

Prive  and  aperf  pan  wold  he  neuere  fyne  1136 

PBTWOSTH  808   (6-T.  866) 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


six-^xxT  367 
oBoup  B.  §  2.  wife's  tale.  Petworth  MB. 

To  dofl  of  gentelesse  pe  &ii'  office 

)>ei  myjten  do  no  yileny  or  vice 

Take  fire  and  bere  if  in  pe  derkesf  lions 

By-twiz  ^is  and  the  monnf  of  Cancasons  •  1 1 40 

And  laf  men  sliette  fe  dooies  and  go  )^nne  [Imt  1451 

^iV  wol  pe  fire  as  faire  Ije  and  brenne 

A[8]  thowsand  men  my^t*  if  biholde 

His  office  naturel  ay  wil  if  bolde  1144 

Yp  perile  of  liff  til  ^af  if  die 

Here  may  30  se  wel  how  ]>af  gentne 

Is  naf  annexed  to  possessiofi 

Bif  folk  do  nof  her  operaciofl  1148 

Al  waie  as  dop  fe  fire  lo  in  his  kinde 

for  god  if  wote  men  may  ful  often  fynde 

A  lordes  sone  doo  shame  and  yilenye 

And  he  ]»af  wil  haue  price  of  his  gentrie  1 1 52 

ffor  he  was  bom  of  a  gentile  hons 

And  had  his  elders  noble  and  T^^taons 

And  nyl  him-seluen  do  no  gentile  dedys 

"Ne  folow  his  gentile  Auncestre  paV  dede  is  1 156 

He  nys  naf  gentile  be  he  duke  or  erle 

fibr  vileyns  sinfdl  dedes  make  a  cheerle 

ffor  gentilnesse  nys  buf  reuenf  renome 

Of  ])ine  ancestres  for  hir  bewte  boxmte  1160 

Whiche  is  a  strong*  fmff  for  fi  p6;'sone 

The  gentilesse  commep  from  god  alone 

Than  commeth  our  verrey  gentilesse  of  grace 

If  was  no  ]>ing<  byqae])e  ys  with  our  place  1164 

Thenke]>  howe  noble  as  SBip  Valerius 

Was  pilk  Tullius  Hostilius 

]>af  ouf  of  pouerte  roos  to  hie  noblesse 

Bede])  Senek  and  rede]?  eke  Boesse  1168 

^er  shul  30  sene  expresse  pat  if  no  drede  is 

]>af  ho  is  gentile  pat  do)>  gentile  dedys 

And  ]>erfore  dere  husbonde  I  fus  conclude 

Al  were  if  J>af  myn  ancestres  were  rude  1172 
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3if  may  ^at*  hie  god  an  so  hope  I 

Giaunf  me  grace  to  lyue  Teituonsly 

Than  am  I  gentile  whan  ^af  I  bygynne 

To  lyuen  yertaonsly  and  leuen  synne  1176 

And  ^  as  je  of  pouert*  me  repreue  [latf  145^  back] 

The  hie  god  on  whom  ]>af  we  byleue  * 

In  wilful  pouerte.  chas  to  lede  his  lif        Yaotea«p«i9«tote. 

And  certes  eneiy  man  bo^  maide  &  wiff  1180 

May  yndeistonde  Ihera  heuen  kinge 

Ke  wold  not^  chese  a  vicious  lyuynge 

Glad  pouerte  is  an  honest*  ])ing«  certayfi 

This  wil  senek  and  o)»ere  derkes  seyfi  1184 

Who  ydk^  holte  him  paide  of  his  pouerte 

I  holde  him  riche  al  had  he  noujf  serte 

He  ]>af  coueite)>  is  a  poor  w^f 

ffor  he  wold  han  ])af  is  not*  in  his  myjf  1188 

Buf  he  ]>at^  nou^f  ha]>  ne  keueite])  to  haue 

Is  riche  al  ^ugh  men  hold  him  buf  a  knaue 

Verrey  pouerte  is  signe  proprely 

luuenal  [sai)>]  of  pouert*  merily  1 192 

The  poor  man  whan  he  go]>  by  ]>e  way 

Bifom  ^  ^ues  he  may  singe  and  play 

Pouerte  is  hatel  good  and  as  y  gesse 

A  ful  grete  bringer  out*  of  bysynesse  1 196 

A  grete  amendei'  eke  of  sapience 

To  him  ^t*  lacke)>  it*  in  pacience 

Pouerte  is  ]>iB  al  ])OUgh  if  seme  alenge 

PoBsessiofl  ]>af  no  w^f  wil  chalenge  1200 

Pouerte  ful  often  whan  a  man  is  lowe 

Make)>  his  god  and  eke  him  self  to  knowe 

Pouerte  in  spectacle  is  as  ))enke^  me 

]K>rowe  which  he  may  his  verrey  frendes  see  1204 

And  ^rfor  si)>  J^af  I  )0U  nof  greue 

Of  my  pouerte  no  more  me  repreue 

Kow  sire  of  elde  je  repreue  me  Y  Vote  u  MOMtate./ 

And  certes  sire  ]H>rowe  noft  auctorite  1208 
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Where  in  no  boke  30  gentile  in  honour 

Seyn  ]>af  mon  shuld  an  olde  vn£  do  fknour 

And  depe  hui^  modere  for  joure  gentilnease 

And  auctouis  shal  I  fynde  as  I  gesse  1212 

Kow  ^ere  je  seyn  f&V  I  am  foule  and  olde  D«f  im] 

Than  drede  jou  nof  to  bene  a  kokewolcl 

ffor  fil)>e  and  helde^  also  mote  I  thee  P  a<  jirt^beiM 

Bene  grete  wardeyns  vpon  chastite  1216 

Buf  naj^eles  8i]»  I  knowe  joore  delite 

I  shal  fulfille  ^oure  worldly  appetite 

Cheae  nowe  quod  she  oon  of  J)isc  ^inggef  twey 

To  han  me  fonle  and  olde  til  |)af  I  dye  1220 

And  be  to  )ou  a  trewe  humble  wiff 

And  neuere  }oa  displese  in  al  my  lif 

Or  ellis  je  wil  haue  me  ^onge  and  faire 

And  take  joure  auenttoe  of  ]>e  repaire  1224 

Thaf  shal  come  to  ^oure  hous  bycause  of  me 

Or  in  some  ofere  place  wel  may  be 

Nowe  chese  joure  seluen  whe])er  jou  likej) 

This  knyghf  avised  him  and  sor  aSkef  1228 

Buf  af  fe  last*  he  seide  in  fis  manere 

My  lady .  and  my  loue .  and  wif  so  dere 

I  putte  me  in  joure  wise  gooamaunce 

Greae)>  joure  self  whi<£  may  be  most  plesoonce  1232 

And  mosf  honour  to  30Q  and  me  also 

I  do  no  force  pe  whej^^re  of  J)e  two 

ffor  as  )0Q  like)>  if  suffise]>  ine 

Than  hane  I  gote  of  jou  y  maistrie  quo&  she  1236 

Sip  I  may  chese  and  gouem  as  me  list* 

)e  certes  wif  quod  he  I  holde  if  for  pe  besf 

Kisse  me  quod  she  we  be  no  lenger  wro^ 

ffor  by  my  trou)>e  I  wil  be  to  jou  bo]>e  1240 

^is  is  to  seine  bo)>  faire  and  goode 

I  piei  to  god  ]>af  I  mof  steruen  woode 

Buf  I  to  30U  be  as  sadde  and  trewe 

As  euere  was  wiff  sy]>  )»if  p^  world  was  newe  1244 
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And  buii'  I  be  to  morow  as  fail'  to  sene 

As  eny  lady  Emp^resse  or  qnene 

J>af  is  by-twene  ye  Est*  and  eke  y  west* 

dof  mf  my  liff  and  de^e  lijt*  as  ;ou  leaf  1248 

Cast^  yp  pe  Curtyne  loke  bow  if  is  Hmt  im^  buck} 

And  whan  ye  knyjf  sawe  al  ^is 

pSkV  sbe  so  faire  was  and  so  yonge  ^erto 

ffor  ioie  be  benf  her  in  bis  annes  twoo  1252 

His  bertd  batbed  in  a  bat&  of  blisse 

A  t?iou8and^  tyme  a  rowe  hire  gan  be^kisse  p  us  x*-] 

And  sbe  obeied  bim  in  euery  yinge 

Tbaf  mygbf  done  bym  plesaunce  or  likinge  1256 

And  J^us  yei  lyued  ynio  ber  lynes  ende 

In  parfitt  loye  and  Ihesus  cnsf  vs  sende 

Husbonde .  yonge .  meke  and  fcesssll  abedde 

And  grace  to  onerlede  hem  yai^  we  wedde  12G0 

And  eke  I  prei  to  Ibem  sborf  ber  lyaes 

Tbaf  wil  not*  be  gouemed  by  ber  wynes 

And  olde  and  angry  nygarc)  and  dispence 

God  sende  bem  sone  a  yerrey  pestilence  1261 

IT  Thns  ende]»  ye  tale  of  ye  wif  of  batb  / 
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And  here  }}jgjBJLep  >e  prologe  of  y  trere    ion  i^^im.  haek} 

Thifl  worji  lymitottr  J>is  noble  ffrere  IT  pe  prologue 

He  made  alway  louring*  chere 
Ypon  ))e  sonmour .  buf  for  boneste 
Kg  vyleyna  word  as  jif  speke  lie  1268 

But<  af  ])e  last  lie  seide  vnto  ])e  yn£ 
Dame  good  god  jeue  jou  rijf  good  lyf" 
3e  ban  toucbed  bere  also  mote  I  tbe 
In  scole  matere  grete  difficulte  1 272 

3e  ban  seide  mocbel  ])ing<  njt*  wel  I  seie 
.But*  dame  bere  as  we  riden  by  pe  weie 
.  Ys  nede])  not*  to  speken  but*  of  game 
And  late  auctoritees  a  goddes  name  1276 

To  precben  and  to  scole  eke  of  clergie 
But*  3if  if  like  vnto  pia  companye 
I  wil  30U  of  a  somnotfr  telle  a  game 
Parde  I  may  wel  knowe  by  fi  name  1280 

Tbat*  of  no  somnour  may  no  good  be  seid 
I  piey  ]>at*  noon  of  jou  be  euel  apei(} 
A  sonmour  is  a  romere  vp  and  doun  pMf  1473 

Wi]9  a  mendement  of  fornicacio2<n  1284 

And  is  ibete  af  eueiy  townes  ende 
Oui'  boosf  ])oo  spak*  a .  sire  je  sbuld  ben  bende 
And  Curteis  as  man  of  joui'  astaf 

In  company  we  wil  no  debate  1288 

Telle))  30ure  tale  and  laf  )>*  somnottr  be 
Kay  quod  pe  somnot^r  laf  bim  say  to  me 
Wbaf  so  liim  lesf .  wban  if  commej)  to  my  lott 
Be  god  I*  sbal  bym  quyte  euery  giott  1292 

I  sbal  bim  telle  swicK  a  grete  bonot^r 
If  is  to  be  a  flateryng*  lymytoui* 
And  eke  of  ful  mony  an  oj^er  crime 
Whicb  nede]>  nof  rebersen  af  fis  tyme  1296 

And  bis  office  I  sbal  bym  telle  ywis 
Oui*  booste  answerd  pees  no  more  of  ])is 
And  afterward  be  seide  ynto  pe  frere 
TeUe  forf  3oure  tale  my  owen  maistei*  dere  1 300 

^  Thns  endej)  pe  prologue  of  pe  frere. 
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And 
liere  begyiine)^  ]>e  fBreres  tale. 

Whilom  fer  was  dwelling'  in  my  contre  IT  The  tale./ 
An  Aichedeken  a  man  of  hie  degre 
That*  boldely  did  execuaiofi 
In  pnnysshing*  of  fomicaciofL  1304 

Of  which  ciaff  and  eke  of  haudry 
Of  diffiunaciofi  and  avoutrye 
Of  chirche  reues  and  of  testamentecr 
Of  coutiactes  and  of  lak  of  sacramentes  1308 

Of  Tsnie  and  symonye  also 
Buf  certes  lecchonrs  did  he  grettesf  woo 
))ei  shnlden  syngen  if  pei  were  hent* 
And  Smale  Tytheis  weren  fonle  shent  1312 

If  eny  person  wold  vpon  hew  pleyne 
))er  my^t*  astert*  him  no  pecnnyal  peyne 
ffoT  smale  tyj^es  and  eke  smale  of&inge 
He  made  )>e  pnple  spitously  to  singe  13161 

ffor  er  the  hisshope  kan^f  hem  wi]?  his  hoke        Pmt  w,  bMk] 
Pei  weren  in  ^e  Archedekens  boke 
And  )>an  had  he  ]>OTOwe  his  lurisdictiofi 
Poner  to  don  on  hem  coirecciofi  1320 

he  had  a  somnoui^  redy  to  his  hand! 
A  sclyer  boye  was  non  in  engelond! 
ffor  sotilly  he  had  his  especiale 

That"  taujf  hjm  where  J>af  hym  myjt*  avails  1324 

He  coude  spare  of  lecchours  on  or  twoo 
To  techen  hym  to  four  and  twenty^  moo  [i  ms  zxuy] 

ffor  foxL^e  this  somnour  wode  were  as  an  hare 
To  telle  his  harlotry  I  wil  not*  spare  1328 
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ffor  we  bene  ouf  of  lier  correccion 
)?ei  ban  of  ys  nofi  luiisdictioll 
Ke  neueie  shullen  teerme  of  al  ber  lyues 
Petei'  80  bene  fe  wommen  of  ^e  stewes  1332 

Quod  tbis  somnour  ypnf  out*  of  our  cure 
Pees  mf  mescbaunce  and  wi]?  misauentuie 
Tbus  seide  our  boost*  and  laf  hjm  telle  bi9  tale 
Kow  telle]»  for]>  and  laf  fe  somnot^r  gale  1336 

Ne  spaietb  noujf  myn  owne  Maistef  dere 
Tbis  fals  J^eef  ^is  somnour  quod  ]>e  freie 
Had  alwaj  baudes  redy  to  bis  bonde 
As  eny  bauke  to  lure  in  Engelonde  1340 

Tbaf  telle  bim  al  pe  secie  pat  tbei  knewe 
ffor  bure  a-queyntance  was  naf  come  of  newe 
pei  weren  bis  aprouers  priyely 

He  toke  bym  silf  a  grote  propbete  J^erby  1344 

His  maistere  knewe  nof  al  way  wbaf  be  waa 
wi^uten  maundemenf  of  a  lewde  man 
He  coude  sommon  Tpeyn  oi  cristes  cuis 
And  pei  were  inly  glad  to  fille  bis  pun  1348 

And  made  bym  grete  festes  atte  nale 
And  ri3f  as  ludas  bad  panes  amala 
And  was  a  J^eef  rijf  sucb  a  ^eef  was  be 
His  maistei*  bad  but*  balf  bis  dwete  1352 

He  was  jif  I  sbal  jeuene  bym  bis  laude  iMi«0 

A  tbeef  and  eke  a  somnour  and  a  bawde 
He  bad  eke  wencbes  of  bis  letenue 
Tbaf  wbedere  f^af  sii'  Robarde  or  sii'  bwe  1356 

Or  lobfi  or  nuf  or  wbo  ]>af  if  were 
^at  lay  by  bem  ^ei  tolde  if  in  bis  een 
Tbus  was  pe  wencbe  and  be  of  on  assenf 
And  be  wolde  foccbe  a  feyned  maundemenf  1360 

And  somne  bem  to  pe  cbapitere  bo])  twoo 
And  pille  pQ  man  and  laf  pe  wencbe  goo 
Tban  wold  be  sei  fresnd  I  sbal  for  ]>i  sake 
To  strike  pe  ouf  of  oure  letten  blake  1364 
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pe  ther  no  more  as  in  ]>is  caas  travaile 

I  am  ])i  finende  ])er  I  fe  may  avails 

Certeyn  lie  knewe  of  bribeis  moo 

^n  possible  is  to  telle  30U  ynto  to/  1368 

ffor  in  fia  worlcl  is  no  dogge  for  no  bowe 

)>af  knowe)>  and  lierf  deei*.  from  an  olde  bete  kowe 

^an  ]>af  fia  aomnour  knewe  a  sly  lecchour 

Or  auontei'  or  ellis  a  paramooi^  1372 

And  for  ]>af  was  ]»e  frayte  of  al  ^  rent^ 

Therfore  on  bif  he  sette  al  bis  entenl^ 

And  so  byfelle  f^at^  ones  on  a  day 

This  somnour  euer  waytmg<  on  bis  piay  1376 

Bode  forto  somne  an  old  wif  a  ribibe 

ffeynyng*  a  canse  for  be  wold  baue  a  bribe 

And  happed  ]»at*  he  sawe  to-fore  byTT^  ride 

A  gey  3eman  Yndei*  a  faresf  side  1380 

A  bowe  he  bare  and  Arowes  bt^t*  and  kene 

He  bad  vpon  a  conrtepie  of  grene 

An  hatte  vpon  his  hede  vnp  stringges  blake 

Bite  quod  |)is  somnot^r .  haile  aiid  wel  ytake  1384 

welcome  quod  he  and  enery  good  felawe 

whidei'  ridest*  ])owe  mder  ^is  giene  wood  shawe 

Seide  fis  jeman  wilt^  thou  fer  to-day 

This  somnour  hym  answen)  and  seide  nay  1388 

Here  fasf  by  quod  he  is  myne  entenf  [i«Ji«,bMki 

To  riden  for  to  reisen  vp  a  rentf 

If  longe])  to  my  lordes  dewte 

Art  ^ou  ])an  a  bailyf .  30  quod  he  139& 

He  durste  nof  for  yerrey  filj^e  and  shame 

Say  ^af  he  was  a  somno«r  for  fe  name 

Depar-dieux  quod  ]>is  jeman  dere  broJ)3i' 

^u  arf  a  baillif  and  I  am  anojyei'  1396 

I  am  vnknowen  as  in  )>is  centre 

Of  pbxe  aqueyntafice  I  wil  prey  fe 

And  eke  of  brej^erhede  if  ])af  ]>ou  lesf 

I  haue  gold  and  siluei'  in  my  chest*  1400 
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;if  ]>af  ^  liapped  come  into  our  shiie 

Al  shal  be  ^ine  rijf  as  ^u  wold  desiie 

Gratmte  mercy  quod  J^is  somnour  by  my  ieife 

Euerech  in  o)>ere8  honde  bis  tiou]>e  leijie  1404 

ffor  to  be  swore  bie^ien  to  ^i  dye 

And  wip  paif  woid  J^ei  ride  ioTp  her  wey 

This  8omnot<r  mp  p&if  was  as  fill  of  langles 

As  fal  of  yenyme  beft  ]>ise  waryangles  1408 

And  euer  enquiring*  ypon  en^ry  ])inge 

£ro]>6r  quod  he  whei'  is  ^our  dwellinge 

Ano])er  day  if  I  shulcl  30U  seche 

]us  3eman  him  answercl  in  softe  specb  1412 

Bro])er  quod  he  fene  in  fe  nortli  contre 

Whei'  as  I  hope  somtyme  I  shal  J^e  See 

Or  we  departe  I  shal  ^e  so  wel  wisse 

JMkt*  of  myn  hous  shalf  ]>ou  neueie  mysse  1416 

Kow  bro)>ere  quod  pis  sonmour  I  )ou  pray 

Teche  me  while  we  riden  by  fe  waye 

Bip  ])af  30  bene  a  balif  as  am  I 

Somme  subtilite  telle  me  fei]>fully  1420 

In  myn  office  howe  ]>af  I  may  most  wynne 

And  sparejr  nof  for  conscience  ne  synne 

£uf  as  my  bro)>ere  telle  me  howe  doo  je . 

Kowe  by  my  ttenpQ  broj^ere  dere  seide  he  1424 

As  I  shal  tellen  pQ  a  ieipf xil  tale  \}mti40] 

My  wages  be  fill  streif  and  smale 

My  lorde  is  hard  to  me  and  daungerous 

And  myn  office  ful  laborous  1428 

And  ^rfore  by  extorcions  y  lyue 

ffor  so])  I  [take]  al  p&V  men  wil  me  jeue 

Algate  by  sdeyghf  or  violence 

fiom  3eer  to  jeer  I  wynne  al  my  dispence  1432 

I  can  no  better  tellen  fei]>Mly 

Kow  certes  quod  p\a  sonmour  so  fare  I 

I  spare  not*  to  take  god  it*  wote 

Buf  jif  if  be  to  heyy  or  to  bote  1436 
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WHaf  I  may  gete  in  connseile  priveily 
Ko  manei'  conscience  of  )>af  haue  I 
Ker  myn  eztoiciofi  I  myjf  not*  lyuen 
Of  BVicke  lapes  nyl  I  not*  be  shiynen  1440 

Stomake .  ne  for  conscience  ne  knowe  I  non 
'  I  scbiewe  piae  sluiff  fadeis  euarechofi 
Wei  ben  we  mette  by  god  and  by  seinf  lame 
But*  leue  bioj^er  telle  me  ])an  J)i  name  1444 

Quo]>  ^is  somnour  in  fia  mene  while 
pia  jeman  gan  a  litel  forto  smyle 
£ro])er  quod  he  wiltow  ]>af  I  ^e  telle 
I  am  a  feende  my  dwellyng*  is  in  helle  1448 

And  heie  I  ride  aboute  my  purchasing* 
To  wete  wheie  men  wollen  jeue  me  eny  fing 
My  purchace  is  to  f ette  of  bE  my  renf 
Loke  how  ])oa  ridesf  for  pe  same  entent*  1452 

To  Wynne  good  J)on  recchest*  nof  howe 
Bi3f  so  fare  I  for  ride  wolcl  I  nowe 
Vnto  fe  worldes  eende  for  a  preye  • 
A  qaod  )>is  somnour  benedicite  what*  je  seie  1 456 

I  wende  30  were  a  jeman  trewly 
}e  ban  a  mannes  shappe  as  wel  as  I 
Han  je  a  figure  ^an  determynate 

In  belle  ]>er  je  bene  in  ^our  estate  1460 

Kay  certeynly  quo^  he  pexe  haue  we  noon  OmT  i4».  teokj 

But*  whan  tb  like)>  we  can  take  ys  oon 
Or  ellis  make  30U  seme  we  bene  shape 
Somtyme  a  man  or  like  an  ape  1464 

Or  like  an  aungel  can  I  ride  or  goo 
If  is  no  wondei'  )>ing*  ])Ouje  if  be  so 
A  lousy  logelour  can  desceyue  ]>e 

And  parde  jif  can  I  more  craff  pan  he  146S 

Why  quoj  fis  somnour  ride  je  fan  or  goa 
In  sondiy  shappe  and  nof  alway  in  oon 
£for  we  quod  he  wil  ys  in  such  forme  make 
As  mosf  able  is  our  praies  forto  take  1472 
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What*  make])  30U  to  han  al  J^is  l&bour 

fful  mony  a  cause  lecue  sii*  somnour 

Seide  j^is  feende  buf  al  pmff  ha])  tjme 

The  day  is  shoif  and  if  is  passed  prime  1476 

And  3if  ne  wanne  I  no  J^inge  in  pis  day 

I  wil  eniende  to  wynnyng*  jif  I  may 

And  naf  entende  our  wittes  to  declare 

ffor  bro])er  myne  fi  witte  is  alto  bare  1480 

To  vnderstonde  foM^e  I  tolde  hem  J^e 

But*  for  ])owe  askest*  whi  labot^ren  we 

ffor  somtyme  be  we  goddes  instroment^ 

And  menes  to  do  his  comaundemente^  1484 

Whan  J^at*  him  list*  ypon  his  creatures 

In  dyuers  actes  and  in  dyuers  figures 

Wit^uten  hym  we  han  no  myjf  certeyii) 

^if  )>at*  him  list*  to  stonden  per  i^ein  1488 

And  some  tyme  af  oui^  pray  han  we  leue 

Only  pe  body  and  nat*  j^e  soule  greue 

Witnesse  on  lob  whom  ]>at*  we  diden  woo 

And  somtyme  han  we  my^t*  of  bo])[e]  two  1492 

^is  is  to  seyn  of  soule  and  body  eke 

And  somtyme  we  bene  suffered  forto  seke 

Ypon  a  man  and  do  his  soule  ynresf 

And  nat<  his  body  and  al  is  for  pe  besf  1496 

Whan  he  wztAstonde])  our  temptaciofi  [tooriM] 

If  is  a  cause  of  [his]  saluacioft 

Al  be  if  faf  if  was  nof  our  entenf 

He  shulde  be  sauf  buf  faf  we  wold!  hym  henf  15(K> 

And  somtyme  be  we  seruatmtes  ynto  man 

As  pe  erchbisshope  seinf  dunstan 

And  to  fe  appostels  s^ruatmte  was  I 

^f  telle])  me  quod  pe  somnour  fei])fully  1504 

Make  ^e  30U  newe  bodies  ])us  alway 

Of  elementz  )>e  feende  answeni  nay 

BomTTie  tyme  we  feyne  and  somtyme  we  arise 

Wif  dede  bodies  in  ful  sondry  wise  150S 
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And  speke  as  lesonabl j  and  faiie  weH 

As  to  )>e  Phitonessa .  did  samnett 

And  yiV  wil  somtne  men  say  it*  was  not*  he 

I  doo  no  fois  of  30010  dyvynite 

But*  oon  Jying*  warns  I  )>e  I  wil  not*  laps 

Thow  wilt*  algates  witte  howe  we  be  shape 

))on  shalt*  heie  afterward  my  broj^er  deie 

Come  pet  fe  nede^  naf  of  me  to  lere 

£For  J^ou  shalf  be  J^ine  owne  experience 

Come  into  )?e  Chaiere  lede  fia  sentence 

Bette  ^an  viigil  while  he  was  a  lyue 

Or  Dante  also  now  laf  vs  ride  blyue 

ffor  I  wil  hold  company  vrip  pe 

Til  if  be  so  ]»f  pou  foisake  me 

Nay  quod  J^is  somnour  })af  shal  nof  betide 

I  am  a  jeman  knowe  is  ful  wide 

Mi  trou)>e  wil  I  holde  to  J^e  as  in  ])is  cas 

ffor  ^i  ^u  were  ye  deuel  Sathanas 

My  trou)^  wil  I  holde  to  my  broj^er 

As  I  am  swom  and  eche  of  vs  to  opeif 

ffor  to  be  trewe  bro]»er  in  fla  caaa 

And  bro)>er  we  goon  to  our  purchas 

Take  ]>oa  pi  parte  what*  men  wil  pe  jeue 

And  I  shal  myne  pns  may  we  bo]9[e]  lyue 

And  jif  )>af  eny  of  vs  haue  more  J)an  opere 

Laf  him  be  trewe  and  parf  if  wit^  his  bro})er 

I  grounte  quod  pe  deuel  be  my  £eiy 

And  wi]r  paif  word  ])ei  ryden  forth  her  way 

And  ri^f  af  pe  enteringe  of  pe  townee  ende 

To  which  pe  sompnour  shope  hym  for  to  wende 

)^i  sey  a  carf  ]>af  charged  was  vrip  hay 

Which  ^f  a  carter  droof*  for})  on  his  way 

Depe  was  pe  way  for  which  pe  carte  stoode 

This  Carter  smote  and  stroof  as  he  were  woode 

Haite  broke  haite  scotte  whaf  spare  we  for  p*  stonys 

^  feende  quod  he  30U  fecche  bo]>  body  and  bcnys       1544 
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Aa  ferforfly  as  enere  were  je  foled/ 

80  moche  woo  as  I  haue  for  jou  tboled 

)>e  deuel  haue  afi  bo]»  hois  and  carte  a7id  hay 

^ou^f  this  somnour  here  shul  we  hane  a  play  1548 

And  nere  fe  feende  he  drouje  as  naa3f  ne  were 

fful  priueyly  and  rouned  in  his  eere 

Harken  my  broj^er  herken  be  fi  fei^ 

Herestow  naf  howe  fe  carter  Beip  1552 

Hent*  it*  anofi  for  he  ha})  ^euen  ])e 

Bo])  hey  and  carte  and  eke  his  caples  pre 

Kay  quod  ])e  denel  god  wote  neuer  a  dele 

If  is  nof  his  entent*  trust*  me  wele  1556 

Aske  hym  pi  silf  jif  fon  not*  trestest  me 

Or  ellis  stint*  a  while  and  ])oa  shalt  Se 

This  Carter  thakked  lus  hors  on  pe  croupe 

And  pei  bygonne  to  drowe  and  to  stoupe  1560 

Haite  nowe  quod  he  ])at*  Ihe^u  crist*  30U  blisse 

And  al  his  bond  werk  bo])  more  and  lesse 

That  was  wel  twite  myn  owne  lyarde  boy 

I  prey  god  saue  ])e  and  seinf  loye  1564 

Kow  is  my  carte  out*  of  pe  sclough  pa^xie 

lo  brofer  quod  fe  feend .  and  what*  told?  I  J?e 

Here  may  je  se  myne  owne  dere  hiofem 

])e  Carle  spak*  00  ])inge  but*  he  ])ou)t'  anoper  1568 

lat*  vs  go  for])  abouten  our  viage  Doaf  ui] 

Here  wynne  I  no  pinge  vpon  cariage 

Whan  Jat*  pci  commen  somwhat*  out*  of  J)®  to?/n 

This  BomnoJir  to  his  broJ)er  gan  to  roun  1572 

Broper  quod  he  here  wonnef  an  olde  rebekke 

))at<  had  almost*  as  leef  to  lese  her  nekke 

As  forto  jeue  a  peny  of  hire  good . 

I  wil  haue  xij.  pans  fou'^e  pat*  she  be  wodo  1576 

Or  I  wil  somne  hure  to  our  office 

And  jif  good  woote  of  hure  knowe  I  no  vice 

But*  for  ))ou  canst*  nat*  as  in  pis  contree 

Wynne  pi  cost*  take  here  ensample  of  mo  1580 
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This  aomnour  knokke]>  af  fe  wydous  gate 
Come  ouf  he  seide  ]>ou  olde  yiritate 
I  trowe  ]>ou  hasf  somme  frere  or  preest  vriHi  pe 
Who  dappeth  ])er  seide  )>is  wif  b^nedicite  1581 

God  saue  jou  sii'  whaf  is  ^oure  swete  ville 
I  haue  quod  he  to  somne  ]>e  here  a  bille 
Vp  peyne  of  cuisinge  loke  faf  |>ou  be 
To-morowe  bj-fom  our  Archedeken  kne  1588 

To  answere  to  )>e  courte  of  certeyn  )>iiigge8 
Now  lord  quod  she  crisf  Jhesu.  king*  of  kiiigges 
So  wisly  helpe  me  as  I  ne  may 

I  haue  be  sik*  and  )>af  ful  mony  a  day  1592 

I  may  not*  goo  so  ferre  quod  she  ne  ride 
But*  I  be  dede  so  pricke]>  if  in  my  side 
May  I  not*  axe  a  libefi  Sii'  somnour 
And  answers  J)ere  by  my  procuratowr  1596 

To  suche  a  ]>inge  as  men  wolden  opposen  me 
3is  quo^  this  somnoui'  pay  anofi  late  See 
x\j  penys  to  me  and  I  wil  ^e  aquite 
Z  shal  no  profit*  ban  ]>erby  but  lite  1600 

My  maister  ha]>  fe  prophete  and  nat  I 
.  Come  and  laf  me  riden  hastely 
.  3eue  me  .x^  pans  I  may  no  lenger  tarye 
x\j.  quod  she  lady  seinte  Marye  1604 

So  wialy  helpe  [me]  out*  of  care  and  synne         dmt  isi,  bsck] 
pis  wide  world  ]>ou3e  I  shuld  if  wynne 
Ke  haue  I  nof  xg  pens  wi^in  my  holde 
^e  knowe  wel  ]>af  I  am  poor  and  olde  ]  608 

Xithd  ^oure  almesse  on  me  poor  wrecche 
nay  }ran  quo]>  he  }e  foule  fende  me  fecch^ 
3if  I  fe  excuse  ^u^e  )k)u  shulde  be  spilf 
Alias  qtMxi  she  god  wote  I  haue  no  gilf  1612 

Pay  me  quod  he  or  by  the  swete  Anne 
As  I  wil  here  away  pi  newe  panne 
ffor  dette  which  )k)u  owesf  me  of  olde 
Whan  ]>af  ]>ou  made  |)ine  husbond  kukwold  1616 
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I  paide  af  home  for  ])i  correctioil 

]}ou  lixte  quod  she  be  my  saluadoii 

Ne  was  I  neuere  or  nowe  widowe  ne  wiff^ 

Somned  Tnto  joure  courte  in  al  my  liff  1620 

Ke  neuere  I  nas  butu*  of  my  body  tiewe 

Vnto  fe  deuel  blake  &  lowe  of  hwe 

3eue  I  fi  body  and  my  panne  also 

And  whan  fe  deuel  hen)  her  curse  soo  /  1624 

Vpon  her  knees  he  seide  in  ^is  manero 

Kow  mabely  myfi  owne  modere  dere 

Is  )>is  3ou[r]  wiH  in  emesf  ]>af  je  seye 

pe  deuel  quod  she  fette  hym  er  he  deye  1628 

And  pan  and  al  but*  he  wil  hym  repenf 

Kay  olde  stott  ^af  is  nof  myn  entenf 

Quod  )>is  somnotf r  for  to  repente  me 

ffor  eny  ]>ingi  )>at<  I  haue  had  of  fe  1632 

I  wold  I  had  pi  smokke  and  euery  clo)^ 

Nowe  broker  quod  pe  deuel  be  not*  wroth 

^i  body  and  )>is  panne  is  myn  by  ri3t* 

])ou  shalf  vrip  me  to  helle  ^it  to-nyjf  1636 

Where  J)OU  shalf  knowe  of  oui*  priuete. 

More  paa  a  maister  of  diuinite 

And  wi]>  |)af  wore)  pis  foule  fende  hym  henf 

Body  and  soule  he  wtt^  pe  deuel  went*  1640 

Wher  ^af  somnours  ban  her  heritage  D«^ist] 

And  god  ]>af  made  afbei'  his  ymage 

Man-kinde  saue  and  gyde  ys  al  and  some 

And  lene  ]>is  somnot^r  good  man  to  bycome  1644 

Lordinggetf  I  cou]>e  han  told  30U  quod  pia  frere 

Had  I  had  leisere  for  |^is  somnour  here 

Aftere  pe  text* .  crist .  paule  and  lohn 

And  of  oure  opere  doctours  mony  on  1648 

Which  peynes  J)at*  joui*  hertes  my^t*  agnse 

Al  be  if  so  no  tunge  may  deuise 

pou^Q  paV  I  my^f  a  'Mt.  wyntei'  telle 

^e  peynes  of  ^ilk*  cursed  hous  of  helle  1652 
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But*  forto  kepe  ys  from  ^at*  cursed  place 

"Wskef  and  pieieth  Ih&ni  for  his  grace 

So  kepe  ys  fro  fe  temptour  sathanas 

Herkene]^  piB  won)  "bep  war6  as  in  ^s  cas  1656 

)»e  Ijon  sitte  in  his  awaite  alway 

To  sdee  ye  Innocenf  jif  ^ot*  he  may . 

Dispose^  ay  y^rae  lieites  to  wi]i8ton<l 

fe  fende  pai?  30U  wold  make  yiol  and  bond  1660 

He  may  nof  tempten  30U  oner  jOTif  my^if 

ffor  crist  wil  be  jotue  champioii  and  kny^t* 

And  preieji  ]»atf<  yia  somnour  liym  repent* 

Of  bis  mysdede  er  ]»af  fe  fende  hym  henf  1664 

f  Thni  «nde])  fe  frere  Ms  tale. 
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f  And  here  hjgfiiiLd}  pe  prologe  of  y^  Mmnour    ion  ^mj 


This  Bonmour  in  his  stiiop  hije  stode 
Ypon  ^is  frere  his  herte  was  so  wode 
^af  like  an  aspen  leef  he  quoke  for  lie 
Lordingges  quod  he  but*  oo  ^inge  I  desiie 
I  30U  biseche  ]>af  of  ^oui'  curtesie 
SiJ'ens  ^e  ban  herde  this  fals  fieie  lye 
As  sufixe  me  I  may  a  tale  telle 
^is  fretQ  boosteth  J^t*  he  knowe]>  helle 
And  god  woote  it^  is  litel  wondeie 
£&eies  and  feendes  bene  but*  lite  asonie 
ffbr  parde  je  ban  off  tyme  herd  telle 
How  )>af  a  frere  rauysshed  was  in  belle 
In  spirif  ones  by  A  visioun 
And  as  an  aungel  lad  him  vp  &  doun 
To  shewen  him  the  peynes  J)af  f  er  were 
In  an  ^e  place  segh  he  not*  a  frere 
Of  oJ)er  folk*  he  segh  ynow  in  woo 
Ynto  ])is  aungel  speke  ]>e  &ere  ^ 
Nowe  sire  quod  he  ban  freres  suche  grace 
^at*  noon  of  hem  shal  come  to  pia  place 
3is  quo]>  ]>is  aungel  mony  a  mylioun 
And  ynto  Satbanas  he  lad  hym  dot^n 
And  now  ha]>  satbanas  sei])  he  a  tale 
Braddei'  ^an  of  )>e  Carike  is  a  saile 
hold  yp  ]>i  taile  ])0u  satbanas  qm&  he 
Sbowe  for])  ]>ine  ers  and  laf  ^  £cere  see 
Wber  is  )>e  nest»  of  &eres  in  )>is  place 
And  er  |^an  half  a  forlonge  wey  of  space 

FETWORTH  820   (6-T.  38a) 


IT  ))e  prologe 


1668 


1672 


PeaflS2.kMck] 
1676 


1680 


1684 


1688 


1692 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


SIX-TEXT  384 
OBOX7P  D.   §  5.  TBIAA-BXTHHONER  LINK.   FotWOrth  MS, 

Eyjti*  as  been  sweimen  out*  of  an  byve 

Ouf  of  pe  deuels  era  fei  gon  driye 

zx".  thousand  fifeies  on  a  route 

And  ^oughf  helle  swanne  al  aboute  1696 

And  commen  i^ein  as  fasf  as  pei  mowe  gon 

And  in  his  eis  )>ei  crepten  euerechofi 

He  clapte  his  taile  ajein  and  lay  stille 

This  frere  whan  he  loked  had  his  fille  1700 

Ypon  ^ise  tuimentz  of  ])is  sory  place 

His  spiref  god  restored  of  his  grace 

Ynto  his  body  ajein  and  he  awoke 

But*  na^elees  for  fere  jit*  he  quoke  1704 

So  was  pe  deueles  ers  ay  in  his  mynde 

which  is  his  heritage  of  verrey  kinde 

God  saue  you  aUe  saue  pla  cursed  frere 

My  prologe  wil  I  ende  in  ^is  manere  1708 

f  Thus  ende])  ye  prologe  of  pe  BomMur 
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And  here  bygyime])  fe  loiiiaiotfr  tale 

LOrdyngges  fer/  is  in  york-eliiie  as  I  gesse         hmt  ist] 
A  meishy  contray  called  holdemesse 
In  whicti  ^re  wenf  a  lymitcmr  aboute 
To  pieche  and  eke  to  begge  if  is  no  doute  1712 

And  so  byfelle  ])af  on  a  day  ^is  frere 
Had  pieched  atte  chircti  in  fia  maneie 
And  spedaly  abouen  eueiy  ))inge 

Excited  he  ^e  puple  in  his  prechinge  1716 

To  tientales  and  [to  jeue]  for  goddis  sake 
Therwi])  men  myjte  holy  howses  make 
Ther  as  dyuyne  seruyse  is  honoured 
Koujf  ^er6  as  if  is  waasted  and  deuoured  1 720 

Ke  fere  if  nede]>  nof  forto  be  ;eae 
As  to  possessonres  ])af  may  ellis  lyue 
Thonked  be  god  in  wele  and  habundaunce 
Trentales  seide  he  delyaere]>  &o  penaunce  1724 

Her  frendes  soules  as  wel  olde  as  yonge 
3if  )>af  ^i  bene  hastely  ysonge 
Nou^f  forto  holde  a  preesf  loly  and  gay 
He  synge)>  nof  bnf  oon  masse  on  a  day  1728 

Delynere])  oaf  quod  he  anofi  fe  soules 
fful  harcl  if  is  wi)>  flesshhoke  eiper  wi\Ji  oulys 
Nnl  spede  30U  hastely  for  cristes  sake  1732 

To  kepe  jou  from  peynes  of  fendes  blake  1731 

And  whan  fe  frere  had  seide  al  his  entente 
Wtt^  qui  cum  pa/ie  forj)  he  wente 
Whan  folk  in  chirche  had  jeue  hym  whaf  hem  lest 
He  wenf  his  way  no  lenger  woldf  he  resf  1736 
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Wi])  scrippe  and  tipped  staf  iukked  fill  hie 

In  euery  hous  he  gan  to  pore  and  prie 

And  begge^  mele  or  chese  or  ellis  corfi 

His  felawe  had  a  staf  tipped  wi^  horll  1740 

A  paire  of  tables  of  ynorie 

And  a  poyntel  polsshed  fetisly 

And  w[r]ote  alwaj  ])e  names  per  he  stode 

And  alls  folk  )>at*  ^ane  hym  eny  goode  1744 

Ascaonce  as  he  wold  for  hem  preye  PMf  ibs,  bMk] 

3if  vs  a  bnsshel  whete .  malf  or  reye 

A  goddys  kechil  or  a  tiippe  of  chese 

A  bosshel  malf  or  ellis  of  peese  1748 

A  goddys  half  peny  or  a  masse  penye 

Or  jeue  ys  of  ^oure  [bran]  ^if  ye  haae  enye 

A  dagon  of  ^our  blanket*  leue  dame 

Our  soster  deer  loo  here  I  write  30U1'  name  1752 

Bacon  or  beef  or  sudl  ])inge  as  ^e  finde 

A  sturdy  harlof  wenf  alway  behinde 

^at  was  her  hoostes  man  and  here  a  sak* 

And  whaf  men  ;aue  hym  leide  it*  on  his  bak*  1756 

And  whan  he  was  ouf  of  ])e  door  anofi 

He  pleyned  away  []>e]  names  euerechoft 

jMit*  he  bifom  had  writen  in  his  tables 

He  serued  [hem]  wi])  nyfels  and  wi^  fables  1760 

Nay  ])er-In  ]>u  lixf  somnot^r  qtiod  pe  frere 

Pes  quod  oure  boost*  for  cnstes  modere  dere 

Telle  for])  )>i  tale  and  spare  it*  not*  at  aH 

ffor  hym  ne  for  noon  o)>6re  what  so  fall  1764 

So  longe  he  went*  hous  by  hous  tH  he 

Come  to  an  hous  ])er  he  was  wont*  to  be 

Befresshed  more  ^an  in  an  .0.  places 

Seke  lay  fe  good  man  ])at*  of  the  place  es  /  1768 

Bedred  Tpon  a  couche  lowe  he  lay 

Deua  hic<  quod  he .  o  thomas  frende  good  day 

Seide  ])is  frere  curtesly  and  soft* 

Thomas  god  jeeld  30U  wel  oft  1772 
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Haue  I  vpon  ]>i8  benche  faren  M  wele 

Here  haue  I  eten  mony  a  mery  mele 

And  fiom  fe  benche  he  dioof  away  y  catf 

And  leide  a  doune  his  potenf  and  his  hatt*  1776 

And  eke  his  scripte  and  sette  hym  soft  adoun 

His  felawe  was  go  walked  in  to  ]>e  ioun 

ffor]>  wi])  his  knane  into  )>af  hostelerye 

Where  as  he  shops  hym  pilke  nyjf  to  lye  1780 

0  deie  Maistei'  quod  ^ia  sike  man  peof  im] 
How  haae  je  fam  si^  ]>af  march  bygan 

1  segh  30U  nou^f  p\a  fourten^t<  day  and  more 

God  wote  quod  he  labowred  haue  I  ful  sore  1784 

And  specialy  for  pi  saluaciofi 

Haue  I  seide  mony  a  precious  orison 

And  for  our  o]>er  frendes  god  hem  blesse 

I  haue  J'is  day  ben  af  ^our  chirch  at  messe  1788 

And  seide  a  sermon  afbei'  my  symple  witte 

Kof  al  aftere  pe  texf  of  holy  writte 

fifor  if  is  hard  to  30U  as  I  suppose 

And  )>erfore  I  wil  teche  30U  al  pQ  glose  1792 

Glosinge  ib  glorious  ]>ing*  certeyii 

ffor  letters  slep  so  as  we  clerkes  seyn 

There  haue  I  taught*  hem  to  be  charitable 

And  spende  her  good  ]>er  if  is  resonable  1796 

And  pel  I  seghe  our  dame  a  where  is  she 

3ondere  in  ^e  ^erde  I  trowe  she  be 

Saide  )>is  man  and  she  wil  come  anoii 

Ey  maistei*  welcome  be  je  be  seinf  lohfi  1800 

Seide  )>is  wiff  how  fare  je  hertely 

This  frere  rise])  vp  wel  curteisly 

And  hwie  enbrase])  in  his  armes  narowe 

And  kisse)>  hure  swetely  and  clnikep  as  a  sparowe      1804 

Wi)>  his  lippes .  dame  quod  he  rijf  wel 

As  he  J)af  is  joui*  seruaMute  enery  deH 

Tlionked  be  god  ])af  30U  ^af  soule  and  lift 

5if  sey  I  nof  Jjis  day  so  fairs  a  wiiT  1808 
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In  al  )>e  chnrche  god  so  saue  me 

3e  god  amende  ali  fantes  sii'  quod  she 

Algates  welcome  be  je  by  my  fay 

Graunt*  mercy  dame  ]>is  bane  I  fonde  alway  1812 

Buf  of  jonre  grete  goodnesse  be  ^our  leue 

I  wold  prey  30U  J^af  ^e  noldf  nof  greue 

I  wil  wi]>  tbomas  speke  a  litel  throwe 

Thise  Curatours  bene  ful  necligent*  and  sclowe  1816 

To  grope  tenderly  a  conscience  ciMfiM,i»ek] 

In  sbriff  in  piecbing*  is  my  diligence 

And  stody  in  peter  wordes  and  poules 

I  walke  and  fisshe  cristen  mennys  soules  1820 

To  jeelde  Jhegu.  his  propre  lenf 

To  speke  his  wordes  is  al  myn  entenf 

Kowe  by  joure  fei]>  dere  maistei'  quod  she 

Chide]>  him  wel  for  seint^  trinite  1824 

He  is  as  angry  as  a  pisse  myre 

^ou^e  y&if  he  haue  al  ]}af  he  can  desire 

])0U3e  I  wrie  hym  on  ny3t*  and  make  hym  warme 

And  on  hym  lay  my  legge  or  myn  arme  1828 

He  grone]}  li(^  onre  boor  pat  lie)>  in  ]>e  stie 

O^r  disporf  of  him  non  haue  I 

I  may  nof  plese  him  in  no  manere  cas 

0  Thomas  leo  vons  dye .  thomcrs  thomas  1832 
This  make)>  ]}e  fende  this  wil  be  amended . 

Ire  is  a  )>inge  p&t/  hie  god  ha]>  defended 

And  perof  wil  I  speke  a  word  or  twoo 

Now  maister  quo  J)  pe  wif  er  )>af  I  goo  1836 

What*  wil  je  dyne  I  wil  goo  ]>eraboute 

Kow  dame  quod  he  leo  vous  dye  sanz  doute 

haue  I  of  a  Capon  noujf  but  J>e  lyuere 

And  of  joure  softe  brede  but*  a  shyuere  1840 

And  aftere  ]>at*  a  rosted  pigges  hede 

But"  J)af  I  nolde  for  me  no  beest*  were  dede 

pan  had  I  wi]>  jou  homely  suflisaunce 

1  am  a  man  of  Htel  sustynaunce  1844 
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My  spirit  ha])  [his]  fo8tring«  in  )»e  bible 

pe  body  is  ay  so  redy  and  so  penyble 

To  wake  ]»af  my  stomak'  is  destioied 

I  prei  ;oii  dame  be  je  noxqif  anoyed  1848 

povqe  I  fzendly  to  ;ou  my  counsail  shewe 

By  god  I  nol<l  not  telle  if  if  buf  a  fewe 

Kowe  sire  quod  she  buf  oo  word  er  je  goo 

My  childe  is  dede  wtt^in  ^ise  wekes  twoo  1852 

Sone  afbez'  ^f  30  wenten  oaf  of  |^is  toun  Omt  i»] 

His  de^  I  segh  by  reuelacioun 

Seide  ])is  frere  af  home  in  our  dortour 

I  dar  wel  seyii  er  ^f  half  an  hoiire  1856 

Aftere  his  de)i  I  segh  hym  bom  to  blisse 

In  myn  avisiofi  god  me  so  wis 

So  dyd  our  Sexten  and  our  fermerertf 

J^af  han  bene  trewe  fireres  X  jere  1860 

^ei  may  now  god  by]K)nke  of  his  lone 

Maken  hir  luble  and  walken  alone 

And  yp  I  aroos  and  aH  our  conenf  eke 

Wi)>  mony  a  tere  trilling*  vpon  our  cheke  1864 

WijH)ute  noys  of  clateryng*  of  bellys 

Te  dffum .  was  our  songe  and  no  ^ing<  ellys 

Saue  ]>af  to  cnst  I  seide  an  orison 

Thonkinge  hym  of  my  reuelaciofi  1868 

ffor  sir'  and  dame  treste])  me  ri^f  wel 

Our  orisons  bene  more  effectuett 

And  more  we  seen  of  cristes  secre  )>ingges 

])an  borel  folk*  or  ^ouje  )>ei  were  kingges  1872 

We  lyue  in  pouerte  and  in  abstinence 

And  burel  folk*  in  ricchesse  and  in  dispence 

In  mete  and  drink*  and  her  foule  delite 

We  han  ])is  worldly  lusf  al  in  dispite  1876 

f  Lazarus  and  Diues .  liveden  dyudrsly 

And  dyuers  guardon  had  ]»ei  ]>erby 

Who  so  wil  prey  most  fast  and  be  clene 

And  faf  his  soule  and  make  his  body  lene  1880 
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We  faren  as  sei))  ]>e  apostel .  clo^e  and  fode 

Suffise^  YS  J^ouje  )>ei  be  not*  ful  goode 

The  clannes  and  ])e  fEiating*  of  ys  freres 

Make}  |^af  ciiste  accepted  our  preieies  1884 

Loo  Moyses  fourty  dales  and  fonrtj  nyjf 

ffast*  or  ^e  hie  god  of  my^f 

Spak*  wi]>  him  in  pe  Moxmtr*  synay 

Wijj  empty  woombe  of  fasting*  mony  a  day  1888 

Besceyued  he  ^e  law  ])af  was  writen/  Oeaf  i5s^  teck] 

wif  goddys  fyngere  and  hely  wil  ^e  witen 

In  mounf  Oreb  er  he  had  eny  speche 

Wi^  hie  god  f&V  is  oar  saules  leche  1892 

he  fasf  longe  and  was  in  contemplance 

Aaron  ^af  had  fe  temple  in  gou^mat^nce 

And  eke  |^e  o^t  preestes  enerechoil 

Into  ]>e  temple  whan  pei  shnld  gofl  1896 

To  prey  for  ^e  puple  and  to  do  semise 

J^ei  nold  drinke  in  no  manere  wise 

Ko  drink*  which  J^at*  hem  dronke  my^f  make 

But*  per  in  abstinence  prey  and  wake  1900 

leet  ]}af  pel  diden  take  hede  what*  I  saye 

But*  J)ei  be  sobre  p&V  for  f  e  pnple  praye 

war  l^at*  I  seie  no  more  for  if  sufl&sej)  / 

Our  lords  IhesvL  as  holy  writte  deuyse^  1904 

3af  YS  ensample  of  fastinge  and  preiers 

Therfore  we  mendenawntz  we  sely  freres 

Be  wedde  to  pouerte  and  contynence 

To  charite  humblenesse  and  abstinence  1908 

To  persecucyon  for  ri^twisnesse 

To  wepinge  misericorcl  and  clennesse 

And  ^erfore  may  je  see  j^af  our  preiers 

I  speke  of  ys  we  mendenat^ntz  we  freres  1912 

Bene  to  ^e  hie  god  more  acceptable 

^an  ^ourea  wM  pe  fesf  at*  pe  table 

ffor  paradis  first*  if  I  shal  not*  lye 

tras  man  outchased  for  his  glotenye  1916 
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And  chaast^  maa  was  in  paradis  certejn 

Buf  harken  nowe  Thomas  w]ia[t]  I  wil  seyn) 

I  haue  no  tixte  ^erof  as  I  suppose 

But*  I  shal  fynde  it*  in  a  manere  glose  1920 

That*  specialj  our  lordd  swete  Jhesua 

Spake  by  iieres  whan  he  seide  ^us 

Blessed  be  }ei  J^at*  poor  in  spirite  be 

And  so  for])  al  ^  gospel  may  }e  se  1924 

Whei'  it*  be  like  our  professiofi  [laaf  isQ 

Or  her  ^t*  swymmen  in  possession 

fiye  on  hei'  pompe  and  on  her  glotenye 

And  on  her  lewdenesse  I  ham  defie  1928 

Me  ]>enke]>  ]>ei  ben  like  louynyan 

fhtte  as  a  whale  and  walking*  as  a  swan 

Al  yinolenf  as  )>e  betel  in  ^e  spence 

Her  preier  is  of  ful  grete  reuerence  1932 

Whan  pei  for  soales  seyn  ])e  Psalme  of  dayyd 

lo  bo]>  l^ei  seyn  Cor  meum  emctauif 

Who  folowe])  cristes  gospel  and  his  lore 

But*  we  ^at*  humyle  ben  and  chast*  and  pore  1936 

Worchers  of  goddis  word  [not]  auditours 

Jierfore  rijt*  as  an  hawke  yp  at*  a  sours 

Yp  springe])  into  ^e  eire .  so  preieis 

And  charitable  chastite  of  bysy  ^les  1940 

Making*  her  souies  to  goddes  eren  too 

Thomas  rijt*  so  as  mote  I  ride  or  goo 

And  by  J>at*  lord  Jat*  cleped  was  seynt  yve 

Ker  ]^owe  our  bro])er  ])0U  shuldest^  not  thiyve  1944 

In  oure  Chapitle  piey  we  day  and  nyjt* 

To  crist*  ^at*  he  ^e  sende  hele  and  myjf 

Thi  body  forto  welden  hastely 

God  wote  quo])  he  no  finff  perot  fele  I  1948 

As  helpe  crist*  as  I  haue  in  fewe  jeres 

Spended  ypon  mony  dyuers  freres 

Wei  mony  a  pounde  jit*  fare  I  ne  ]>e  bette 

Perteyn  my  good  is  almost*  be-sette  1952 

PETWOBTH   388  (6-T.  80l) 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


SIX-TEXT  392. 

QBOUP  D.  §  6.  bummoneb's  talb.  Fetwerth  MS*  . 

ffiure  wele  my  good  for  it*  is  almost*  agoo 

fe  frere  answerd  o  Thomas  dost*  fou  so 

What*  nede])  jou  diuers  freies  secbe 

What*  nede])  hym  ]>at*  ha])  a  perfit*  leche  1956 

To  sechen  o]>er  leches  in  ]>e  toun 

^our  inconstafice  is  ^our  confusiofi 

Holde  ^e  me  ]>an  or  ellis  our  couent* 

To  prey  for  jou  ben  insufficient*  I960' 

Thomas  |)af  lape  is  not*  wor^  a  myte  oeafiBs^iMakr 

3oure  Maladie  is  for  we  hane  to  lite 

A  jeue  ])af  Couent*  half  a  quarter  otys 

A  jene  ])at*  Couent*/our  ane2  ^zren^i^  grotys  pMS-xxim*"]  1964' 

A  ^eue  ])at*  £rere  a  peny  and  lat*  hym  goo 

Kay  nay  thomas  it*  may  no  ])ing*  be  so 

What*  is  a  felr])ing*  parted  in  twelve 

Lo  eche  ])ing*  is  counted  in  hym  selue  1968 

Is  more  stronge  whan  it*  is  so  sclatered . 

Thomas  of  me  ])ou  shalt*  not*  be  flatered  / 

^u  woldest*  haue  our  labour  al  for  noujt* 

pe  hie  god  |)at*  al  ])is  world  ha^  wrou^t*  1972 

Sei]>  ]>af  ^e  werkman  is  wor])i  his  hire 

Thomas  noujf  for  joure  tresour  I  desire 

As  for  my  silf  but*  ^t*  al  our  Couent 

To  prey  for  jou  is  al  our  diligent*  1976 

And  forto  beelden  cristes  owne  chirche 

Thomas  if  ^e  wil  leme  forto  wirche 

Of  beeldinge  yp  of  churches  may  ^e  finde 

If  it  be  good  in  Thomas  lif  of  ynde  1980 

3e  ligge  here  ful  of  anger  and  of  yre 

wi^  which  pe  deuel  sette  ^our  hert*  on  fire 

And  chiden  here  J)is  holy  Innocent* 

Jour  wif  ])at*  is  so  meke  and  pacient*  1984 

And  Jwrfore  trow  me  3if  jou  list* 

Ne  strive  not*  wij)  pi  wif  as  for  J)e  best* 

And  here  pia  word  away  now  by  ^i  feip 

Touchinge  such  J^ing*  lo  what*  pe  wise  man  sei];  1988 
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Wi^Inne  ])i  hons  ne  be  ^u  no  Ijoh 
To  l^i  sogettes  do  ^ou  noon  opressioil 
Ke  make  J^ou  nat*  ]>ine  aqneyntaunce  forto  fle 
And  )if  Thomas  eftsones  charge  I  ^e  1992 

Be  waro  of  yie  ^t*  in  ]>i  bosom  slepe^ 
mrare  ^e  for  the  serpent*  faif  so  sclily  crepe^ 
vnder  |^e  gras  and  styngep  sotilly 

Be  war  my  sone  and  harken  paciently  1996 

That  zx^  thousand  men  han  lost*  her  lyues  cimtut] 

ffor  stiyuyngf  wtt/t  her  lemmanea  and  her  wyues 
Kow  si])  30  han  so  holy  meke  a  wif 
What*  node))  ;ou  thomas  to  make  strif  2000 

Ther  nys  Iwis  no  serpent*  so  cruel 
Whan  men  treden  on  his  tale  ne  half  so  feli 
As  a  womman  is  whan  she  hap  kan^f  an  Ire 
'  Yengeaunce  is  ]>an  al  ]>at*  ^ei  desire  2004 

Ire  is  an  synne  oon  ^e  grete  of  senene 
Abhominable  ynto  god  in  heuene 
And  to  hym  self  if  is  distracciofi 

Thus  euery  lewde  vicar  or  parson  2008 

Can  seie  how  Ire  engendres  homic[id]6 
Ire  is  in  so)>  executowr  of  pride 
I  conde  of  Ire  seie  so  mochel  sorowe 
Ky  tale  shuld  last*  ynto  to-morowe  2012 

And  ]>erfore  I  prei  god  bo]>  day  and  ny^f 
An  yrous  man  god  sent*  hym  litel  my^f 
It  is  grete  harme  and  eke  gret*  pite 

To  sette  an  yrous  man  in  hie  degre  201 6 

%  Whilom  fer  was  an  yrous  potestate 
As  sei]>  senek  )^af  during*  his  estate 
Ypon  a  day  oute  riden  knyjtes  twoo 
And  as  fortune  wolde  it*  shuld  be  so/  2020 

))at*  oon  of  hem  come  home  ]>at*  of  ere  noujt* 
Anoil  J>e  kny3f  byfore  J>e  luge  was  broujf 
(at*  saide  ]>us  ]>ou  hast*  fi  fela^e  sclayfi 
ffor  which  I  deme  ]>e  to  de^  certeyn  2024 

PBTWORTH  830    (e-T.  393) 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


SIX-TEXT  394 
QBoup  D.  §  6.  bummoneb's  talb.  Petworth  H8. 

And  to  an  o^er  knyjt*  comma&ded  he 

Go  lede  him  to  defe  I  chaxge  ]}e 

And  happed  as  ^i  wenf  by  fe  way 

Toward  )>e  place  per  he  ahuld  day  2028 

fe  knyjf  come  which  men  wende  had  ben  dede 

^an  ^ujt^  ^ei  it<  was  fe  best*  lede 

To  lede  hem  bo])  to  pe  luge  agayfi 

^i  seiden  loid  fe  knyjt*  nys  not*  slayfi  2032 

His  felawe  here  he  stanf  hool  a  lyne  OnfiMVbMk] 

fie  shal  be  dede  quod  he  so  mof  I  thiyue 

fe^f  is  to  seyn  bo))  on  two  and  ^le 

And  ^  to  fe  first*  knyjt^  ri^f  pjia  spoke  he  2036 

I  dampne  ^e  fe  most*  algate  be  dede 

And  ^u  also  most*  nodes  lese  fme  hede 

ffor  ^u  art*  cause  of  ^i  felawes  depe 

And  to  fe  ihridde^  kny^te  ^us  he  seij^e       V  ms  i«j.]      2040 

Thou  hast*  not*  done  ^t*  I  commaunded  J^e 

And  ))us  he  did  hem  sleen  al  fie 

IT  Irous  Cambises  was  eke  dronkenlewe 

And  ay  delated  him  to  bene  a  shrewe  2044 

And  so  byfelle  a  lorde  and  his  mayne 

That*  loued  yertuous  moralite 

8eide  vpon  a  day  bitwix  hem  two  rijt*  ^us 

A  lorde  is  lost*  if  he  be  vicius  2048 

And  dronkenesse  eke  is  a  foule  record 

Of  eny  man  and  namely  in  a  Ion) 

per  is  wel  mony  an  yre  and  mony  an  ere 

In  waytinge  and  he  note  where  2052 

fifor  goddes  [loue]  drynke])  more  attemperaly 

Wyne  make^  a  man  to  lesen  wrecchedly 

his  mynde  and  his  lymes  euerechofi 

pe  reuerce  shalf  ^u  see  quod  he  anofi  205S 

And  preue  it*  by  fine  [owne]. experience 

That*  wyne  ne  do]>  to  folk  non  such  offence 

fer  nys  no  wyne  byreuef  me  .my  my^f 

of  honde  ne  of  foote  ne  of  myn  eye  sight*  2060 
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And  for  despite  he  dronke  mochel  more 

An  .C.  parf  Jjan  lie  had  dofi  byfore 

And  rijf  anon  Jjis  yroua  cursed  wreche 

lete  Jise  kny3tes  sones  to-fore  hjm  fecche  2064 

Comaundyng*  hem  Jjei  shul(J  to-fore  hyw  stonde 

And  sodeynly  he  toke  his  bowe  on  hpnde 

And  vp  the  etrenge  he  pulled  to  his  ere 

And  wijj  an  arowe  he  sclowe  f*  childe  ri3t*  Jjere .  2068 

l^owe  whejjei^  haue  I  a  siker  honcJ  or  non  peaf  isaj 

Quod  he  is  al  my  my3t*  and  mynde  agon 

Hajj  wyne  hyreued  me  myn  eye  8i3f 

What*  shuld  I  telle  answere  of  fe  kny3t«  2071 

His  sone  was  sclayn  per  nys  no  more  to  say 

Be  ware  Jjerfor  vnp  lordes  howe  3e  play 

Syng*  Placebo  and  I  shal  3if  I  can 

But*  if  if' be  to  a  poor  man  2076. 

To  poor  man  shuld  he  his  vices  telle 

But  nof  to  a  lore?  fough  he  shulcJ  goo  to  helle 

Lo  Irous  Arus  jjilk"  Percian 

how  he  distroied  fe  Eyuer  of  gysan  2080 

ffor  Jjaf  an  hors  of  his  was  dreynf  fe?"  Inne 

Whan  he  went*  babilonye  to  wynne 

He  made  fat*  fe  Eyuer  was  so  smal 

^at*  as  men  my3f  passed  ouer  al  2084 

lo  Jjaf  he  so  wel  teche  can 

Ke  be  3e  no  felawe  to  non  yrous  man 

Ne  wif  no  woode  man  Jjaf  walkej)  by  ]je  way 

lasse  ]je  repenf  I  wil  no  ferfere  say  2088 

Kow  Thomas  leue  brofer  leue  fine  Ire 

J)OU  shalf  me  fynde  as  luste  as  is  a  squyere 

Hold  nof  fe  deuels  knyf  ay  in  fine  herte 

Thyrie  anger  dojj  fe  al  to  sore  smerto  2092 

Buf  shewe  if  me  al  fi  confession 

Nay  quod  fe  sik  man  by  seinf  Symeon 

I  haue  be  shrive  Jjis  day  af  my  curate 

I  haue  tolde  hym  alholy  myne  astate  209^ 
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It*  nede])  no  more  to  speke  of  it*  seid  he 

But*  if  me  list*  of  myne  humilite 

3eue  me  J)an  of  30iire  goldl  to  make  our  cloistei^ 

Quod  lie  for  mony  a  muscle  and  mony  an  oystei^        2100 

Whan  o])er  men  han  bene  ful  wel  at  ese 

HaJ)  bene  our  fode  oui'  cloistei*  forto  rese 

And  god  wote  ynne])  \>q  foundement* 

Perfottrmed  is  and  of  our  payvement  2104 

Is  nou^t  a  tyle  wi]}-Inne  oui^  wonys  [leaf  iss,  back] 

By  god  we  owen  xl  poimde  for  stonys 

Now  helpe  Thomas  for  hym  fat*  harowed  helle 

ffor  ellis  mote  we  our  bokes  seUe  2108 

And  jif  30U  lakke  our  predicacion 

Than  go]>  |)is  world  al  to  distruccion 

ffor  who  so  wolcJ  from  fis  world  vs  byreue 

So  god  me  saue  thomas  by  ^oure  leue  2112 

He  wolde  byreue  out*  of  fe  worldf  fe  sonne 

ffor  who  can  techen  and  worchen  as  we  konne 

And  Jat*  is  noujf  of  litel  tyme  quod  he 

But  si]>  Elie  was  or  Elise  2116 

Han  freres  be  fat*  fynde  I  of  record 

In  charite  Jjon-kidde  be  oui*  lord 

Now  thomas  [helpe  ys]  for  seint*  charite 

Haue  done  anon  he  sette  hym  on  his  kne  2120 

This  sik  man  wex  nye  woode  for  Ire 

He  wolde  Jaf  Je  frere  had  be  a  fire 

WiJ)  his  fids  dissimulacioa 

Such  ]>ing*  as  is  in  my  possessioil  2124 

Quo|)  he  ]>at*  may  I  ^eue  and  non  opere 

je  sein  me  thus  hou  fat*  I  am  jour*  hropere 

je  certes  quojj  fis  frere  trustejj  wel 

I  toke  our  dame  fe  letter  of  our  seel  2128 

Nowe  quof  he  wel  and  somwhat*  shal  I  ^eue 

Vnto  joure  holy  Couenf  while  I  lyve 

And  in  fine  honde  fou  shalf  it  haue  an5n 

Yp  fis  condiciofi  and  ofer  nofi  2132 
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That^  ^ou  departe  it^  so  my  deie  htofer 

))af  euery  frere  haue  as  mo<^  as  oper 

This  shalf  |»ou  swere  on  ])i  professiofl 

Wi)»-ouien  fi:aud6  or  cauellaciofl  2136 

I  swere  if  quod  Je  frere  by  my  faij) 

And  fermpel  his  honde  in  his  he  lai]> 

lo  here  my  fei)»  in  me  shal  be  no  laid 

Now  ^an  paf  ^ine  honde  doun  by  my  bak*  2140 

Seide  ^is  man  and  grope  wel  behinde  pmt  lu] 

Bjnep  my  buttok  ^r  ]K)a  shalf  fynde 

A  ymge  ])at*  I  haue  hidde  in  priuete 

A  ^ou^f  y^  frere  fai?  shal  go  wi])  me  2144 

A-doune  his  honde  he  launse]^  to  )>e  clift 

I  hope  for  to  fynde  per  a  jifb 

And  whan  ])is  sik  man  felf  yia  frere 

About  his  trwel  grope  her  and  ])ere  2148 

A  myddes  his  honde  he  lete  y^  £cere  a  fart* 

^er  nys  no  capd  drawing  in  a  carf 

^at  my3t  han  lete  a  fart*  of  sucH  a  soun 

fe  frere  yp  sterf  as  do))  a  [wood]  lyoun  2152 

A  fals  cherle  quod  ^e  frere  for  goddis  bonya 

This  despite  ^u  hast  don^  for  ^e  nonys 

))owe  shal  aby  ^is  farf  if  I  may 

His  mayne  ]^af  harde  ]>is  affray  2156 

Gome  lepinge  Inne  and  chased  ouf  ye  frere 

And  iorye  he  go]>  with  a  ful  angry  chere 

^He  ne  had  naf  ellis  for  his  sermotL  [*2159] 

To  parten  amonge  his  bre]»eren  whan  he  come  home  [*2160J 

And  yxiB  is  fis  tale  ydofi  ^ 

ffor  we  were  almost'  at  ye  tofi  )  "" 

IT  Thus  ende^  ye  9omaoum  tale. 

[I  l^furiouM  endiitff  in  ti§  PthPortM  MS,    Itor  th»  getmXiu  tndhto  9f  tk*  Tale,  m» 
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Ande  here 
bygymie])  ^e  prologe  of  >*  olerk*  of  Ozenford    [on  im^iw] 

Sii'  aeTlC  of  OzenfoTf)  oui'  oosf  saide    V  The  prologe  f  / 
5e  ride  as  stille  as  Coy  as  do]»  a  maide 
Were  newe  spoused  sitting*  af  ]»e  borde 
This  day  ne  herd  I  of  ^oure  mou])  a  worJ  4 

I  trowe  ^af  je  stodye  about*  som  sophyme 
But*  Salomon  aeip  al  finge  hap  tyme 
ffor  goddes  sake  be]»  of  bettei^  chere 
It*  is  no  tyme  nowe  to  stody  here  8 

Telle  vs  some  mery  tale  by  30U1*  fay 
ffor  what^  man  is  entred  into  a  play 
he  nedes  mote  into  )»af  play  assent* 
But*  pr[e]che)»  nof  as  freres  dofl  in  lent*  12 

To  make  tb  for  ouf  olde  synnes  to  wepe  ijimtiM,  iwok] 

Ne  ya,V  fi  tale  ne  make  vs  not*  to  sclepe 
Telle  Ys  somme  mery  ])ing*  of  auentures 
Joure  termes .  ^oure  colours  and  figures  18 

kepe  hem  in  store  til  30  hem  endite 
hi^e  stele  as  whan  men  to  kyngge«  write 
Speke^  so  pleyn  at*  ])is  tyme  I  30U  prey 
That*  we  may  yndernstonde  what*  ^e  sey  20 

This  wor^i  clerk*  benygnely  answered 
Hoosf  quod  he  I  am  vndeie  jouf  jeerde 
30  han  as  nowe  of  vs  ]>e  gouemat^nce 
And  pertoT  wil  I  do  30U  obeysaunce  24 
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Afi  fer  as  leson  aske)»  hardely 

I  ^il  30U  tel  a  tale  wliich  pat  I 

lemed  af  Padowe  of  a  wor)»i  clerke 

As  pieued  by  his  wordys  and  liis  work*  28 

He  is  nowe  dede  and  nailed  in  his  chest* 

I  prei  to  god  so  send  his  soule  good  rest* 

£&annceys  Petrak  ^e  laureol  poete 

Hight/  ])is  clerke  whoos  letorike  swcte  32 

Enlomyne^  al  Itaile  ]>orgh  poetrie 

As  lynyan  did  of  Philosophye 

Or  lawe  or  ojer  art*  particulere 

But*  de]>e  )»at<  nyl  suifre  no  fing  here  36 

Baf  as  it*  were  a  twynkelinge  of  an  ye 

Bo)»  hskp  he  slayn  and  al  shal  we  dye . 

But*  f orto  tellen  of  ])is  vrorpi  man 

)}at*  tan^f  me  pis  tale  as  I  first*  hygan  40 

I  sey  ]>at*  he  first*  wi)»  hygh  steel  endite]> 

Op  he  fe  body  of  his  tale  writef 

A  procheyn  in  ]»e  which  disseuere];  he 

^e  Monnde  and  of  Salxise  pQ  contree  44 

And  spekejy  of  Appenyn  ]je  hilles  hye 

Jat*  ben  f  e  bondes  of  west  Inmbardye 

And  of  Mount*  Eesulus  in  special 

Wher  as  J)e  Poo  out*  of  a  welle  smal  48 

Take])  his  farsf  spryngginge  and  his  sours  [leaf  16O] 

Wher  as  he  holt*  euen  strei^f  way  his  cours 

To  Emel  wawJ  to  ferrare  aiid  to  venyse 

The  whiciL  a  longe  finge  were  to  devise  52 

And  trewely  as  to  my  lugement* 

Mee  .thenke)»  if  a  ping*  inpe'?'tinent* 

Saue  he  wil  conney  his  matere 

But*  pis  is  pe  tale  which  J^at*  30  shal  here  56 

f  Thus  endepe  >e  prologe  of  pis  tale  * 
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And  here  Dygynne])  }e  clerk  his  tale  c<m/«vi60] 

Ther  is  at*  ^e  west  side  of  ytayle  V  The  tale  i  / 

Doime  at*  pe  rote  of  vesulus  pe  cold 
A  lusty  pleyn  abundant*  of  vitaile 
wher  mony  a  toune  &  tour^  J)ou  maisf  bihold  ZJ^^Ul!^^ 
^af  founded  were  in  tyme  of  elders  olde  ataurkand} 

And  mony  ano^er  delectable  sijt* 
And  saluce  ])is  noble  cuntre  hi3f  63 

A  Marquis  wbilom  [lord]  was  in  faf  lond  64 

As  were  his  worji  elders  hywi  bifore 

And  Obeisaunf  and  redy  to  his  bond 

Were  alle  his  leeges  bo];  lasse  and  more  67 

|)us  in  delite  he  lyued  and  ha))  do  ^ore 

Be-Ioued  and  drad  J)ourgh  fauowr  of  fortune 

Bof  of  his  lordys  and  of  his  comune  70 

Therwi])  he  was  as  to  speke  of  lynage  71 

The  gentelest*  y-borfi  of  al  lumbardy 

A  faire  persone .  stronge  and  3enge  of  age 

And  ful  of  honure  and  curteisie  74 

Discrete  ynou3e  his  cuntrey  forto  gye 

Saue  in  some  ])ingges  he  was  to  blame 

And  Watez'  was  ]}is  yonge  lordes  name  77 

I  blame  him  ]>us  fat  he  considered  nou3t*  78 

In  tyme  commynge  what*  my3t*  betide 

But*  on  his  lust*  present  was  al  his  ]>ou3f  o^tieo,  back] 

And  forto  hauke  and  hunte  on  euery  side  81 

Wei  nye  al  ofer  cures  lete  he  slide 

And  eke  he  ne  wold  ]}at*  was  worst*  of  aH 

Wedde  no  wif  for  ou3t*  fat*  my3t*  byfaH:  84 
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Only  ]>at;i  poinie  bia  puple  bere  bo  sore  85 

]»af  flok-mele  on  a  day  fei  [to  liim]  went* 

And  oon  of  hem  ]»at*  wisest*  was  of  lore 

Or  ellis  ^t*  ^e  lorde  wold  best*  assent*  88 

^af  he  shulde  telle  hym  what*  his  puple  ment* 

Or  ellis  coude  he  wel  shewe  such  nxatere 

He  to  ]^  Marquis  seide  as  je  mowe  here  91 

(6) 

0  Noble  Marquis  joure  humanitee  92 
Assure)^  ts  and  jeueth  vs  hardynesse 

As  ofte  tyme  as  it*  is  necessite 

That*  we  jou  mow  telle  oux'  heuynesse  95 

Accepte))  lord  of  joui'  gentilnesse 

]>af  we  to  )owe  vdf  pitous  herf  compleyna 

And  lat*  joure  eeres  not*  my  vois  disdeyna  98 

(7) 
Al  haue  I  noujf  to  done  in  ]}Is  matera  99 

More  ^an  anoj^er  h&p  in  ])is  place 
}it*  for  as  moche  as  30  my  lord  so  dere 
Haue  alway  shewed  [me]  fauour  and  grace  102 

1  dare  ]»e  better  aske  of  30U  a  space 
Of  audience  to  shewen  our  request* 

And  30  my  1ot($  to  done  ri)t*  as  jou  lest*  105 

(8) 
For  certes  lord  so  wel  vs  like]?  30U  106 

'And  alle  ^oure  werkes  and  euer  ban  do  fat  we 
Ne  cowde  nat  our  owne  silf  devisen  bowe 
We  myjt*  more  lyve  in  felicite  109 

Saue  00  ])inge  lord  if  it*  jour  wille  be 
That*  to  be  a  wedded  man  if  jou  list* 
Than  were  oui^  puple  in  souereyn  hertes  rest*  Owfia]     112 

(9) 
Bowe)»  joure  nek*  yndere  ^at*  blisful  30k*  113 

Of  souereynte  nou^t*  of  saruise 
Which  men  clepe  spousale  or  wedlok* 
And  ^enke]»  lord  among*  ^oure  ^oujtes  wise  116 
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That  of  wedloke  comme]^  grete  emprise 

ffor  ^uje  we  slepe  or  wake  ronne  or  ride 

Aj  flee]>  fe  tyme  if  wil  no  man  abide.  119 

(10) 
And  ]K)ii)e  joux'  grene  ^ou^e  growe  as  3it*  120 

In  ciepe]>  age  alway  as  stiUe  as  stone 
And  depe  manase^  euery  age  and  smjt* 
In  eche  astate  for  per  ascape]»  noon  123 

And  also  certeyn  as  we  knowe  eoericlioil 
paf  we  shul  dye  as  vncerteyn  we  afi 
Befi  of  )Mif  day  ^af  de^  shal  on  vs  falle  1 26 

(11) 
Accepteth  ]»an  of  vs  ^e  trewe  entenf  127 

That*  neuere  jif  refused  your  heesf 

And  we  wil  al  lord  jif  je  wil  assenf 

Ghese  30a  a  wif*  in  shoxf  tyme  af  the  lesf  130 

Bom  of  )>e  gentelesf  and  of  ])e  mesf 

Of  al  ^is  londe  so  ^af  it<  out*  seme 

Honure  to  god  and  30U .  so  as  we  con  deme  133 

(12) 
Delynere  ys  of  al  ^is  bysy  drede  134 

And  take  a  wif>  for  hije  goddis  sake 
ffor  }if  if  byfelle  so  as  god  forbede 
^af  ^ourgH  dep  yawr  lynage  shuld  sclake  137 

And  a  straunge  lynage  shuld  take 
3onf  heritage .  00  woo  were  vs  alyue 
Wherfore  we  prey  jou  hastely  to  wif  140 

(13) 
Her  meke  preiei'  &  her  pitons  chore  141 

Made  Y  Marquis  haue  sucli  pite 

Wil  je  quod  he  myne  owne  puple  dere  [iflaf  lei,  buk] 

To  ^af  I  neuer  ersf  ])ou3f  constreyne  me  144 

I  me  reioyse  nof  of  my  liberte 
^f  seelden  tyme  is  found  in  mariage 
Ther  I  was  free  I  mof  bene  in  seruage  147 
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But"na^elee8  I  se  3our6  trewe  entent*  148 

And  trusf  vpon  30U  and  haae  don  ay 

Wherfore  of  my  fre  wille  I  aseenf 

To  wedde  me  as  sone  as  euer  I  may  151 

But  fer  as  ^e  han  profered  me  to  day 

To  chese  me  a  wif  I  30U  relese 

Thaf  chois  f  &  prei  3011  of  3ou?'  propher  cese  154 

(15) 
For  god  if  wote  fat*  children  off  befi  155 

Vnlike  her  worf  i  eldres  hem  bifore 
Boonte  commef  al  of  god  nof  of  y  strene 
Of  which  ])ei  ben  engendred  and  jhore  158 

I  Trusf  in  goddys  bounte  ajid  po-foxe 
My  manage  and  my  astate  and  resf 
I  hym  bitake  he  may  do  as  hy^u  lesf  161 

(16) 
Laf  me  allone  in  chesing*  of  my  wiflf  162 

Thaf  charge  vpon  my  bak*  I  wil  endure 
Buf  I  jou  prey  and  charge  vpon  ^our  lif» 
))af  wif  ]>at  I  take  3e  me  ensure  165 

To  worship  hur*  whil  oui^  lyf  endure 
In  worde  and  werke  bojj  here  and  ellys  where 
As  she  an  emp^ours  dou3ter  were  168 

(17) 
And  ferjjermore  J)is  shullen  30  swere  fat  30  169 

A3einsf  my  chose  shul  neifer  grucche  ne  stryue 
ifor  sif  I  shal  forgo  my  libcrte 

Af  30ure  requesf  as  euer  mof  I  thiyue  172 

Ther  as  myn  herf  is  sette  per  wil  I  wyue 
And  buf  30  wollen  assenf  in  such  manere' 
T  prey  30U  spekef  no  more  of  f  is  matere         [ie«i  i«]       1 75 

(18) 
Wi]>  harty  wille  ]>ei  sweren  and  assenten  176 

To  al  ]>is  f  inge  f  er  seide  no  wi3f  nay 
Bisechinge  hym  of  grace  er  fei  wenten 
Thaf  he  hem  wol()  graunten  a  certeyn  day  179 
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Of  his  spousale  as  sone  as  euer  he  may 

ffor  jifc*  alway  ]je  pnple  somwhat*  dredde 

Lesse  J)is  Marquis  wol  no  wif  wedde  182 

He  graunted  hem  a  day  such  as  hym  lest<  183 

On  which  he  wolde  be  wedded  sikerly 

And  seide  he  did  al  }ia  at*  her  request* 

And  pei  vfip  humble  entent*  ful  buxomly  186 

Knelinge  vpon  her  knees  ful  reuerently 

Hym  J)onken  alle  and  ])us  pel  han  an  ende 

Of  her  entent*  and  home  ajein  fei  wende  189 

And  here  ypon  he  toke  his  officers  190 

Commaundinge  for  f e  fesf  to  pt^rueye 

And  to  his  privey  knyjtes  and  sqwiers 

Such  charge  ^af  hem .  as  hym  lust*  on  hem  to  leye         19S 

And  fei  his  comaundementz  to  obeye 

And  ech  of  hem  do])  his  diligence 

To  done  ynto  fe  fest  reuerence  196 


[PART  TEE  SECOND,] 

Noujf  fer  from  filk*  place  honurable  197 

wher  as  pla  Marquis  shope  his  manage 
]»er  stoode  a  Thrope  of  sijf  delectable 
In  which  poor  folk*  of  fat*  vilage  200 

Hadden  her  beestes  and  her  harbigage 
And  of  her  labour  toke  her  sustinaz^nce 
After^  ]>e  er])e  hem  jaue  abundaunce  203 

Among*  ]>ise  poor  folk  per  dwelled  a  man  204 

which  ]7at*  was  holden  porest*  of  hem  aH 

But*  hegh  god  somtyme  sende  can  cie«f  lea,  back] 

His.  grace  vnto  a  litel  oxes  stall  207 

lanicula  men  of  J^at*  thrope  hym  calle 

A  doughter'  had  he  faire  and  jong*  of  sijf 

And  Grisild  J^is  ^onge  maiden  hijf  ,  .210 
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Butf*  forio  speke  of  vertuous  bewte  211 

fan  was  she  oon  fe  fairesf  vnder  sonne 

fEul  poorly  yfostred  was  she 

Ko  licorousnesse  was  on  her  lust*  yronne  214 

"Wei  ofter  of  Je  wdl  fan  of  f e  tunne 

She  drank'  /  and  for  she  wole  vertue  plese 

She  knewe  wel  labour  buf  noil  ydel  ese  217 

(24) 
Buf  ]»ouje  f  is  maide  were  tendez'  of  age  218 

Jif  in  ye  bresf  of  her  yiiginite 
feiQ  was  enclosed  ripe  and  sad  corage 
And  in  grete  reuerence  and  in  grete  charite  221 

Her  olde  poor  fieulere  fostred  shee 
A  fewe  shepe  spynnyng*  on  fe  felde  she  kept* 
She  wold^  nof  ben  ydel  til  she  sdepte  224 

(26) 
And  whan  she  homward  come  she  wold^  biinge  225 

wortes  and  herbes  tymes  f ul  off 
whicH  she  shradde  and  sip  for  her  lyuyng* 
And  made  her  bedde  fol  hard  and  no  ]>ing<  soft  228 

And  euere  she  kepf  her  faders  lif  on  loft 
wi]>  euery  obeisaonce  and  diligence 
That*  childe  may  do  to  faders  reuerence  231 

(26) 
Yppon  Grisildd  }e  poor  creature  232 

fiul  oft*  ha]>  Maiquis  sette  hys  eye 
Ab  he  on  hundyinge  rode  perauenture 
And  whan  if  feUe  ])af  he  my^f  hir  espye  235 

he  nof  wi))  wa[n]tofi  lokinge  of  foly 
his  eyen  casf  ypon  hui'  buf  in  sad  wise 
Ypon  her  chere  he  wold  hym  off  avise        [taf  laj        238 

(27) 
Commending*  in  his  herf  her  wo7?tmanhede  23d 

And  eke  her  Tertue  passing*  eny  wijf 
Of  so  9onge  age  as  wel  in  chere  as  in  dede 
ffor  f  ouje  pe  puple  haue  no  gref  insijf  242 
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In  Tertue  he  considered  ful  rijt;' 

Her  bewte  and  disposed  ^at;*  he  wold 

Hii'  wedde  if  euer  he  wedde  shuld  245 

(28) 
The  day  of  weddyng*  come  buf  no  wijt*  can  246 

Telle  whaf  womman  if  shnlcJ  be 
ffor  which  m^rvaile  wondxed  monj  man 
And  seiden  whan  ]»ei  weien  in  priuete  249 

wil  nof  our  lorde  leue  his  van  jte 
wil  he  nof  wedde  alas  alas  pe  while 
whi  wil  he  hym  self  and  ys  j^os  begile  252 

(29) 
Buf  na-]»e-lees  ])is  marquis  h&p  do  make  253 

Of  Gemmes  setie  in  gold  and  in  asore 
Broches  and  ryngges  for  grisilt)  sake 
And  of  her  clo])ingi  toke  he  }q  mesure  256 

Of  a  nudde  like  to  her  stature 
And  eke  of  o)»er  omamentes  aH 
))af  to  such  a  wedding*  shul  faH:  259 

(30) 
The  tyme  of  vndem  ])e  same  day  260 

Approche]^  ))af  ])is  wedding^  shulda  be 
And  all  pe  paleys  putf  was  in  aray 

Both  halle  atid  chambres  ech  in  his  degre  263 

Houses  of  office .  stuffed  wi)»  grete  plente 
))er  maisf  )>ou  see  of  deynteuous  yitaile 
)»af  may  be  found  as  fer  as  hatef  ytaile  266 

(31) 
This  rial  Marquis  rially  aiaied .  267 

lordys  and  ladys  in  his  companye 

fe  which  to  ]»e  feesf  were  preied  /  peikf  les,  buk] 

And  of  his  retenwe  ^  bachelei^ye  270 

wi]>  mony  a  soune  of  sondry  melodye 
vnto  Je  vilage  [of  f  e]  which  I  told 
In  ^is  aray  ^  rijt^  way  h&p  hold  273. 
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Griseld  god  wote  of  J)is  ful  Innocent*  274 

))at*  for  liTire  was  shape  al  pis  aray 

To  fecchen  watere  at  J)e  welle  is  wenf 

And  comme]}  home  as  sone  as  euei  she  may  277 

ffor  wel  she  herd  say  J)at«  ilk*  day 

]»af  Marquis  shuld  wedde  and  if  she  my3f 

She  wold?  fayn  see  somrwe  of  pat*  si3f  280 

(33) 
She  pou^f  I  wil  wi]>  oper  maidens  stondl  281 . 

Jjat*  bene  my  felawes  in  oure  door  and  see 
The  Marquis  and  perfor  wil  I  fonde 
To  done  at*  home  as  sone  as  it*  may  be  284 

pe  laboure  whic&  pat*  longep  ynto  me 
And  pan  may  I  at*  leisere  it*  hyhold 
If  she  pis  way  to  pe  castel  holde  287 

(34) 
And  as  she  wolde  ouei^  pe  thressholt)  gofi  288 

The  Maix][uis  come  and  can  hui^  forto  calle 
And  she  sette  doune  her  water  pot*  anon 
beside  pe  thresshold  of  pe  oxes  stalle  291 ' 

And  doun  ypon  her  knees  she  gan  to  falk 
And  wip  sadde  cot^ntenatmce  kneled  stille 
Til  she  had  hbrde  what*  was  pe  lordes  wille  294 

(35) 
This  poujtful  Marquys  spake  vnto  pis  maide  296 

wel  soberly  and  seide  in  pis  manere 
where  is  30ure  fader  Griseld  he  seide 
And  she  wip  reuerence  and  meke  chore  29 8i 

Answered  lord  he  is  al  redy  here 
And  Inne  she  goop  wip-ouf  lenger  lette 
And  to  pe  Marquis  she  her  fadere  fette.       Oafie*]         301 

(36) 
He  by  pe  honde  pan  toke  pis  olde  man  302. 

And  seide  him  pus  whan  he  hym  had  a  side 
lanicula  I  neiper  may  ne  can 
lenger  pe  plesaunce  of  myn  herte  hide  305 
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If  ^f  je  Toachesaiif  whaf  so  be-tide 
.  pi  doujter  wil  I  take  er  ]>af  I  wende 
As  for  my  wif  to  my  lyues  end  308 

(37) 
Thow  louesf  me  I  woof  wel  certeyil  309 

And  aif  my  fei^ful  liege  man  ybore 
And  al  ])af  like])  me  I  dar  wel  seyil 
If  like^  fe  and  specialy  ]>erfore  312 

Tel  me  ^af  poynf  |»f  I  haue  seide  byfore 
If  ])af  ^we  wolde  vnto  faif  pvrpoos  drawe 
To  take  me  as  for  ^ine  sone  in  lawe  315 

(38) 
The  sodeyn  caas  ^e  man  astonyed  boo  /  316 

^af  lede  he  wexe  al  basshed  and  al  quakinge 
He  stood  and  ynne]>es  seide  wordes  moo 
Buf  only  ])iis  lord  quod  he  my  willinge  319 

Is  as  je  wol  nof  ajeinsf  ^oni'  likinge 
I  wil  no  ^inge  ^e  be  my  lorde  so  der^ 
B^f  as  30a  lesf  gouerne))  pia  matere  322 

(39) 
Than  wil  I  do  )»us  quod  Marquis  softly  323 

^t  in  to  ^e  chambre  I  and  fon .  arid  she 
haue  a  collaciofi  and  woosf  pon  why 
ffor  I  wil  aske  hui*  jif  hif  wil  be  326* 

To  be  my  wif  and  rewle  hii'  aft^r  me 
And  al  ^is  she  shal  done  in  ^i  presence 
I  wil  nof  speke  ouf  of  ])ine  audience  329 

(40) 
And  in  ye  Chambers  while  ^ei  were  aboute  330 

Her  tretis  which  30  shul  after  here 
pQ  puple  come  into  ^e  hous  wrt/toute 
And  wondred  hem  in  howe  honesf  manera  pMf  iM,bMic]  333 
And  tentifly  she  kepte  hur  fadere  dere 
Buf  vtterly  grisUt)  wonder  myjf 
ifor  nenere  ersf  sey  she  shuch  a  sijf  336 
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Ho  wonder  is  ]K)U3e  she  be  astonyed  357 

To  se  so  grete  a  gesf  come  in  ])af  place 

She  was  neneie  to  suche  gestjs  wonued 

ffor  whicH  she  loked  wi]>  ful  pale  face  340 

Buf  shortly  iro  pia  mateie  forto  pace 

Thise  were  fe  woides  ^t*  ])is  marquis  saide 

To  fia  benygne  veirey  fei]>fal  mayde  343 

(42) 
Giisyle  he  seide  }e  wol  wel  vndeistonde  344 

If  like^  vnto  ^otue  fadeie  and  me 
)^t*  I  )oa  wedde  and  eke  it*  may  so  stonde 
As  I  sappose  ^af  je  wil  it*  so  be  347 

But*  ^is  demaunde  I  axe  fnist*  quod  he 
That*  si^en  it*  shal  be  do&  on  hastif  wise 
Wol  )e  assent*  or  ellis  30we  avise  350 

(43) 
I  seye  ^is  be  ^e  redy  wtt^  good  hert*  351 

To  al  my  Inst*  and  ^t*  I  frely  may 
As  me  best*  ^enke)»  do  jou  lawgh  or  smert 
And  je  neuer  gmcH  ny^t*  ne  day  354 

And  eke  whan  I  seie  je  say  je  not*  nay 
Kei^  be  won)  ne  fraward  coi^ntenance 
Swere  ^is  and  here  I  swere  our  aliafice  357 

(44) 
WOndringe  ypon  yia  worde  quaking*  for  drede  358 

She  seide  Indigne  and  ynwor))i 
Am  I  to  ^af  [honour]  )»af  je  me  bede 
But*  ri^t*  as  ye  wil  y>ur  self  rijt*  so  wil  T  361 

And  [hwe]  I  swere  ^t*  neuer  willingly 
In  won)  ne  ^ou^t*  I  neuere  30U  disobeye 
ffoi  to  be  dede  ]>ouje  me  were  lo^e  to  deye  364 

(46) 
This  is  ynowe  Grisile  myn)  quod  he  D«afi6»]  365 

And  for))  he  go]>  wi)»  a  sobre  chere 
OvlV  at  ])e  door  after  cam  she 
And  to  fe  puple  he  seide  in  fis  manerd  368 
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This  is  my  wif  quod  he  ^af  stonde^  here 

Honoured  hii^  and  loueth  [hire]  I  prey 

Who  so  loue)»  me  j^er  nys  no  more  to  seye  371 

(46) 
And  for  no  ^ing^  of  hure  olde  gere  372 

She  shuld  hiing*  to  his  hous  he  bade 
y&V  wommen  shulden  spnlen  hii'  ri^t*  ])ere 
Of  which  Je  ladies  were  not*  ri3f  glade  375 

To  handel  her  cloj^es  in  which  she  was  clad 
But*  na^eles  ^is  maiden  bri3t*  of  hwe 
ffrom  fote  to  hede  ycloj^ed  han  al  newe  378 

(47) 
Her  heres  han  ]>ei  kembed  }^af  lay  vntressed  379 

wel  rwdely  with  her  fyngeres  smale 
And  a  crowne  on  her  hede  )»ei  han  dresse<l 
Isette  ful  of  owches  grete  and  smal  382 

Of  hii'  aray  what*  shuld  I  make  a  tale 
YnneJ^es  pe  puple  hii'  knewe  for  her  faimesse 
Whan  she  transformed  was  in  such  richesse  385 

(48) 
^  This  Marquis  ha^  hxae  spoused  wi]»  a  rynge  386 

Boujf  for  ^e  same  cause  an  ^an  hii*  sette 
yppon  an  hors  snowe  white  and  wel  amblynge 
And  to  his  palaies  er  he  lenger  lette  389 

Wi}^  loiful  puple  ^af  he  lad  and  mette 
Conveied  hii'  and  ^us  )»e  day  ^ei  spende 
In  reuel  to  ^e  sonne  canne  descende  392 

(49) 
And  shortely  for^  pis  tale  forto  chace  393 

I  sey  ^af  to  fia  newe  Marquissesse 
God  ha]>  ysenf  such  favour  of  his  grace 
)»af  if  semed  nof  as  by  Hknesse  396 

Thaf  she  was  bom  and  fedde  in  rudenesse  pMrie^tack] 

As  in  a  Cote  ar  in  an  oxes  stallc 
Buf  norshed  in  an  £mp«rours  halle  399 
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To  eueiy  wi^f  she  woxen  is  so  dere  400 

And  worshipful  Jaf  folk*  ^er  she  was  bore 

And  from  her  birth  knewe  her  fro  ^ere  to  jere 

VnneJ)  trowed  fei  but*  dursf  haue  swore  403 

Jaf  to  lanicle  of  which  I  speke  byfore 

She  donjtere  ne  were  for  as  by  coniecture 

hem  )»oii3f  she  was  a  no])er  creature  406 

(51) 
fFor  [^u^e]  J»t*  euere  vertuous  was  she  407 

She  was  encresed  in  such  excellence 
Of  thewe  sette  in  high  bounte 

And  so  discrete  and  fSeiire  of  eloquence  410 

So  benygne  and  digne  of  reuerence 
And  coude  ^e  puples  hertea  so  enbraoe 
f&tf  ech  her  loued  ])af  loked  on  her  face  413 

(62) 
Houjf  only  of  saluce  in  fe  toun  414 

Publisshed  was  ^e  bounte  of  her  name 
And  eke  be-side  in  mony  a  regioun 

If  oon  seide  wel  anofer  seide  )>e  same  417 

So  spradde  of  hure  bounte  ^e  fame 
Thaf  men  and  wommen  bo^  3onge  and  olde 
Goon  to  saluse  hoi'  to  be-holde  420 

(63) 
This  waiter,  lowly  nay  bnf  ryally  421 

wedde^  vrif  fortune  honeste 
In  goddes  pees  lyuen  wel  esely 

At^  hoom  and  outward  grace  ynoje  had  he  424 

And  for  he  sawe  vnder  lowe  degre 
was  off  vertue  hid  fe  puple  hym  helde 
A  prudenf  man  and  ]»af  is  sene  wel  seide  427 

(54) 
Vou3t*  only  Grisile  )>us  ^orgh  her  witte  428 

Cou)>e  al  ^e  fete  of  wively  humblenesse  n«'i«9 

Buf  eke  whan  ]w  cas  required  it' 
Th0  comon  profite  coude  she  redresse  431 
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Ther  nas  no  discord  rancour  ne  heuynesse 

In  al  ^e  londe  )»af  she  ne  coude  if  cese 

And  bring*  hem  al  wisely  in  resf  and  ese  434 

ThongK  )»af  hui'  hnsboncl  presenf  were  anoil  435 

3if  Gentil  men  or  o}^er  of  her  contre 

were  wroo^  she  cowde  bringe  hem  at*  oil 

So  wise  and  rype  wordes  had  she  438 

And  luggemenf  of  so  grete  equite 

Thaf  she  fro  heuene  was  as  men  wende^         £siSS<»tt/jfSI] 

Fuple  to  sane  and  eo^  wrong  tamende  441 

Vof  longe  tyme  aftere  )»af  j^is  grisild  442 

Was  wedded  she  a  doujter  ha)»  ybore 

Al  had  she  leuer  bom  a  knaue  child 

Glad  was  ^e  Marquis  and  his  folk  feriore  445 

£for  jK>u3e  a  mayde  childe  come  al  byfore 

She  may  to  a  knaue  childe  atteyne 

By  liklihede  si)>ens  she  is  nof  bareyne  448 


[THE  THIRD  PART,] 

Therfor  as  it*  Mle))  tymes  moo  449 

That*  \\B  childe  ha^  sowked  but*  a  thrawe 

This  marquis  in  his  herf  longe])  so 

To  tempte  his  wif  her  sadnesse  to  knowe  452 

)>at  he  ne  myjt*  fro  his  hert*  throwe 

\Ab  merveilous  desire  his  wif  tass^y 

Ka])e>lees  god  wote  he  f oujf  bii'  to  affiray  455 

He  had  assaied  hii'  ynou3e  to-fore  456 

And  fonde  hui'  euer  good  what*  nede])  If 

Hii'  forto  tormenf  and  alway  more  and  more 

jK)U3e  somme  preise  if  for  a  subtile  witte  459 

Buf  as  for  me  I  sale  };af  euel  if  sitte  Qeari66,  tack] 

To  assaie  a  wif  whan  if  is  no  nede 

And  putten  hure  in  angwissh  and  in  drede  462. 
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For  wliicti  fiB  Marquis  wioajt*  in  fia  ma[ne]Te  463 

He  came  a  nyghf  alon  )»er  as  she  lay 

wi])  steeme  fsLce  and  trouble  chei-e 

And  seide  ^oo  Gnseld  quo])  he  ])at*  day  466 

f&if  I  30U  toke  out*  of  joure  poor  aray 

And  putte  30U  in  estate  of  hie  noblesse 

je  han  not*  jif  for^eten  as  I  gesse  469 

(60) 
I  seye  Giiseld  fia  presenf  dignite  470 

In  whicfi  I  haue  put*  30U  as  I  trowe 
Make])  not*  jou  forjetful  forto  be 

]>af  I  30U  toke  in  poor  estate  ful  lowe  473 

ffor  eny  ))inge  30  mote  30ure  seluen  knowe 
lake  hede  of  eueiy  word  |)at'  I  30U  seie 
thei  is  no  'wi3f  ))af  here))  |>is  buf  we  tweye  476 

(61) 
3e  wote  30ttr  self  wele  howe  ])af  3e  come  here  477 

Into  ))is  hous  if  is  not  long*  ago 
And  ]>0U3e  to  me  30  be  leef  and  dere 
vnto  my  gentiles  30  be  no  ])ing<  so  480 

fei  seyn  to  hem  if  is  grete  shame  and  woo 
fforto  be  sogette  and  in  seruage 
To  ))e  ^af  arf  bom  of  so  lowe  lynage  483 

(62) 
And  namely  si^  ^i  dou3tei:'  was  bore  484 

^ise  wordes  han  ))ei  spoke  doutlees 
Buf  I  desire  as  I  haue  don  byfore 

To  lyve  my  lif  wij)  hem  in  resf  and  pees  487 

I  may  nof  in  ))is  cas  bene  rechelees 
I  mosf  doii  wi]>  \}i]  dou3tere  for  ^e  besf 
nou3f  as  I  wold  buf  as  my  gentils  lesf  490 

(63) 
And  3if  god  woof  ^is  is  ful  lo])  to  me  491 

Buf  na^eles  wi]>  outen  ^our  wetynge  Hmt  iit] 

I  nyl  nof  doo  buf  ))is  I  wil  quod  he 
^f  3e  to  me  assenf  as  in  ])is  ))inge  494. 
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Shewe))  now  joure  padence  in  jowr  worcbinge 

Thaf  je  me  bjbijt*  cmd  swoie  in  ^our  vilage 

That*  day  ^at*  maked  was  our  manage  497 

(64) 
Whan  she  had  herde  al  \iia  she  was  nof  amoued  498 

Nei^  in  word  or  chere  or  conntenatmce 
ffor  as  it*  semed  she  was  nof  agreued 
She  seid  lorde  afi  lith  in  joure  plesatmce  501 

My  childe  and  I  wi}^  hertely  obeisance 
Bene  joures  aU  and  je  may  saue  and  spille 
joure  owne  Jing*  wliedei*  fat  je  wille  504 

(65) 
Ther  may  no  f  inge  so  god  my  saule  saue  505 

likinge  to  30U  fat*  may  displese  me 
Ke  I  desire  no  f  inge  to  haue 

Ne  drede  to  lese  saue  only  je  508 

This  wille  \a  my  hert*  and  ay  shal  be 
No  length  of  tyme  or  def  if  may  de£iEice 
Neife  chaunge  my  corage  into  ofer  place  511 

(66) 
Olad  was  fe  Marquis  of  bur*  answering*  512 

But*  }if  he  feyned  as  he  were  nof  so . 
Al  drery  was  his  chere  and  bis  lokinge 
whan  she  sbuld  ouf  of  fe  chamber  goo  515 

Sone  after  f  is  a  forlong*  way  or  twoo 
he  pleynly  haf  told  his  entent 
Ynto  a  man  which  he  to  his  wif  senf  518 

(67) 
A  manei'  s«rgeaunf  was  fis  privey  man  519 

fe  which  f af  feithful  fond  yhad 
In  f  ingges  grete  and  eke  such  folk*  wcl  can 
Don  execucioil  of  f  ingges  bad  522 

f e  lord  knewe  wel  fat  he  hy7n  loued  and  drad . 
And  whan  fis  sergeawnf  wisf  his  lordes  will      [iwrfw.bMki 
Into  f  e  chambere  he  stalked  hym  ful  stiH:  525 
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Hadame  he  seide  je  mote  foijeae  it*  me  526 

fough  I  do  }^inge  to  wbic^  I  am  constreyned  / 

3e  bene  so  wise  ^af  wel  knowe  }e 

^af  loides  heestes  may  not*  be  feyned  529 

pel  mowen  wel  be  wailed  or  compleyned 

Buf  men  mote  nede  vnto  her  lusf  obeye 

And  80  wil  I  fer  nys  no  more  to  seye  532 

(69) 
Thaf  childe  I  am  commaunded  to  take  533 

And  spake  no  moie  but*  out*  y  child  he  hent 
Despitously  and  gan  a  cheie  make 

As  he  wol($  han  slayn  it*  ])er  he  went*  536 

Grisel($  mot*  al  sufi&e  and  al  consent* 
And  as  a  lombe  she  sitte])  meke  and  stille 
And  lete  }^is  cruel  Seriaunf  haue  his  wiHe  539 

(70) 
Suspecte  was  )»e  name  of  }^is  man  540 

Suspecte  his  face .  suspecte  his  world  also 
Suspecte  ^e  tyme  ^at*  he  ^is  bygan/ 
ffor  his  doubter  ^af  she  loued  soo  543 

She  wende  he  wold  haue  slayn  it*  ri3f  ^oo 
Buf  na^elees  she  neij^er  wepte  ne  seide 
Confeermyng*  hui'  to  ^af  pQ  Marquis  seide  546 

(71) 
And  at*  )»e  last*  speke  she  bygan  547 

And  nekely  to  ])e  sergeant*  preide 
So  as  he  was  a  wor])i  gentil  man 

]»it*  she  my^t*  kisse  her  childe  er  J^at*  it  deide  550 

And  in  her  barme  )»is  litel  childe  she  leide 
wi^  ful  sadde  face  and  gan  fe  cbilde  to  blisse 
And  lulled  if  and  after  gan  if  kisse  553 

(72)     • 
4iid  ])us  she  seide  in  her  benigne  voys  554 

&re  wele  my  child  I  shal  fe  neuere  see 
Buf  si)»  I  haue  Marked  ^  vnf  croys 
Of  )>ilk*  fadere  yblessed  mof  ^ou  be  [Imt  mb]        557 
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Jaf  for  V8  deyed  vpon  ^  rood  tre. 

^i  soule  litel  childe  I  hym  bytake 

ffor  ]>i8  nyjf  shalt  ]k>u  dyen  for  my  sake  560 

<73) 
I  trowe  ^af  to  a  noiice  in  ])is  caas  /  561 

It*  had  ben  hard  f\a  lewfe  forto  see 
Wei  mj^t*  a  modere  J»an  cry  alas  / 

Buf  iia)»elee  so  sadde  and  stedfasf  was  she  564 

)>at^  she  endured  al  hur'  aduersite 
And  to  )»e  Sei^geanf  meke  she  seide 
Uaue  here  a^ein  my  litel  jongd  maide  667 

(74) 
And  go]>  now  quod  she  and  do^  my  lordes  heest*  568 

And  oon  )»inge  wold  I  prei  of  joure  grace 
That*  buf  my  lorde  fprbede  jou  at*  lest* 
Buiie))  ))is  litel  body  in  som  place  571 

))at  no  beestes  no  briddes  it*  to-race 
Buf  he  no  word  to  f  o  pt^rpoos  wold  saye 
Buf  toke  fQ  childe  and  wenf  vpon  his  way  574 

(75) 
This  Sergeafif  come  to  )>e  lord  ageyfi  575 

And  of  Griseldes  wordes  and  of  her  chere 
He  tolde  hym  poynf  by  poynf  in  short  and  pleyfi 
And  hym  presented  vnf  his  dou^t^  dere  578 

Somwhaf  ^is  lord  had  raw^e  in  his  manere 
But  na^lees  his  piirpoos  helde  he  stille 
As  lordes  dofl  whan  ^ei  wil  han  her  will^  581 

(76) 
And  bad  )»is  Seigeanf  ful  priveily  582 

he  shuld  ful  soff  )»is  child  welde  and  wrappe 
witA  al  fe  circumstance  tenderly 

And  caiie  if  in  a  coffre  or  in  a  lappe  585 

Buf  vp  peyn  his  hede  of  for  to  swappe 
^af  no  man  shuld  knowe  of  his  entenf 
Ne  whens  he  come  ne  wbidere  he  wenf  588 
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IT  Buf  af  Boloyne  to  his  suBtei' dere       Oflifi«B»iMck]       589 

)»at*  ]k>o  of  Pavie  was  countesse 

He  shuld  her  take  aiid  shew  hif  ^is  xnatere 

Bisechinge  hure  to  doll  her  bysynesse  692 

This  childe  to  fostere  in  al  gladnesse 

And  whoos  childe  ^af  it*  was  he  had  hii'  hide 

flrom  eneiy  wijf  for  oi^t*  }^af  mj^i^  betide  595 

This  Sergeaunf  go)>  and  haj)  fulfilled  ]>ifi  Jnnge  696 

Buf  to  ^is  marquis  nowe  retoume  we 

flbr  nowe  go)»  he  wel  oft*  ymagynynge 

If  by  his  wif"  [chere]  he  myght»  See  699 

And  by  hir  wordes  perceyue  }^af  she 

Were  chaunged  buf  he  coude  neuere  fynde . 

Buf  euere  in  oon  ylik*  sad  aTid  kinde  602 

As  glad  as  humble  as  bysy  in  seruise  603 

and  Eke  in  loue  as  she  was  wonf  to  be 

Was  she  to  hym  in  euery  manc^'e  wise 

Ke  of  her  doujtei^  oon  worde  speke  she  606 

liToon  accidenf  for  noon  aduersite 

Was  seen  in  hii'  ne  neuere  her  doujtei'  name 

Nempned  she  for  emesf  ne  for  game  609 
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In  )»is  estate  passed  ben  foure  ^ere  610 

£r  she  wi^  chili)  was  buf  as  god  wold 

A  knaue  childe  she  here  by  fia  waltere 

iful  gracious  and  faire  to  biholde  613 

And  whan  folk*  if  to  hir  fadere  tolde 

Nof  oonly  he  Buf  al  f  e  contree  mery 

Was  for  ])e  child  and  god  ^ei  ]>onke  and  heiye  616 

Whan  if  was  two  jere  olde  and  from  pe  bresf  617 

Departed  &om  his  norce  vpon  a  day 
fia  Marquis  kaughf  3if  anoth[er]  lesf 
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To  tempten  his  wif*  ofter  if  he  may  620 

0  nedeles  ^as  she  tempted  in  assay  Wnatiwi 
But*  wedded  men  knowen  no  mesure 

Whan  ]»ei  fynde  a  pacienf  creature  623 

(82) 
Wyf  quod  }^is  Marquis  je  her<l  er  j^is  624 

My  puple  sekely  bere)»  our  manage 
And  namely  si^n  my  sone  bom  is 
Now  if  is  wors  fan  euer  in  our  age  627 

)«  murmur  sleep  myn .  her[te]  and  my  corage 
ffor  to  myn  eres  come^  ^e  vois  so  smerte 
^t*  if  wel  nye  destroie^  al  my  herte  630 

(83) 
How  seye  men  )»us  *  whan  waiter  is  a  goon .  631 

^an  shal  pe  blood  of  lanicle  succede 
And  bene  our  lor<l  for  o}^er  haue  we  non 
Suc&  wordes  seyn  my  puple  if  is  no  drede  634 

Wel  ou3te  I  of  suc&  mtirmur  taken  hede 
ffor  certeynly  I  drede  such  sentence 
]K>U3e  pei  nof  pleynly  speke  in  myn  audience  637 

(84) 

1  wold  lyue  in  pees  if  )»at  I  my^f  638 
Wheifore  I  am  disposed  vtterly 

As  I  his  sustere  serued  by  ny3f 

Rijf  so  I  ^enke  to  serue  hym  prively  641 

pu8  wame  I  jou  p&V  je  nof  sodeynly 

Ouf  of  ^oure  self  for  no  woo  shuld  outray 

Be^  patienf  and  petoi  I  30U  pray  644 

(86) 
I  haue  quod  she  seide  [|>us]  and  euere  shaU  645 

I  wil  desire  no  |>ing*  certeyii 
Buf  as  30U  lusf  nof  greueth  me  at  att 
pOJife  patf  my  doujtere  and  my  sone  be  sclayfi  648 

Af  ^oure  comaundemenf  ^is  is  to  sayfl 
I  haue  had  no  parte  of  children  tweyil 
Buf  fursf  siknesse  and  aftei*  woo  and  peyil  651 
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3e  be  our  lord  doo  vriih  joui'  owe  )»inge .  652 

"Ri^if  as  ^ou  lust*  and  askej^  no  rede  of  me  cioaf  i6q.  bade] 

ffor  as  I  left*'  at*  home  al  my  cloj^inge 

whan  I  come  first*  to  30U  rijf  so  quod  she  655 

left  I  my  wifi  and  al  my  llberte 

And  toke  30ure  closing*  wherfore  I  jou  prey 

Do  30ure  wille  I  wille  to  it  obeye  658 

(87) 
And  certes  }if  I  had  prescience  659 

jouie  wiii:  to  knowe .  or  ^e  3oure  lust*  me  told 
I  wold  it*  done  wi^  oute  necligence 
But*  now  I  wote  joure  lust*  and  what*  je  wolde  662 

Al  joure  plesaunce  feerme  aiid  stable  I  hold 
ffor  wist*  I  ^at*  my  de)»  wold  do  jou  ese 
Gladly  wil  I  su£&e  if  30U  to  plese  665 

(88) 
Deth  may  make  non  comparisoetn  666 

Ynto  3oure  louo  and  whan  pis  Marquis  say 
]>e  Constance  of  lus  wiff  he  cast*  his  hede  adoun 
And  his  oyen  two  and  wondred  how  she  may  669 

In  such  penaunce  sufifre  al  pis  array 
And  for}^  he  go}^  wi^  drery  coi^ntenance 
But*  to  his  hert*  it  was  ful  grcte  plesannce  /  672 

(89) 
This  ege  sergeant*  in  pQ  same  wise  673 

))at*  he  her  doujtere  kaughf  rijt  so  he 
Or  wors  if  he  coude  wors  devise 

Ha^  kaughf  hire  childe  j^af  was  ful  of  bewte  676 

And  euere  in  oon  so  pacienf  was  she 
])af  she  no  chere  made  of  hevynesse 
Buf  kkep  her  sone  and  after  can  hym  blesse  679 

(90) 
Saue  piB  she  preide  him  if  ^af  he  myjf  680 

hii'  litel  sone  he  wold  on  er])e  graue 
his  tendere  lymmes  delicaf  to  sijf 
ilio  fowles  and  beestes  forto  saue  683 
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But;'  she  noon  answere  of  hjm  myjt*  Lane 

He  wenf  his  way  as  he  no  Jing*  wroujf  pwrf  1703 

But?  into  boloyne  tendielj  it*  broujf  686 

(91) 
This  Maiquis  ivondre^  eu^re  lenger  ^e  moie  687 

Ypon  her  pacience  and  if  ])af  he 
Ne  had  aofly  knowe  ^eifore 

ya.V  porfitlj  her  children  loued  she  690 

He  wold  haue  wende  ^t*  of  some  sotilte 
And  of  malice  or  cruel  corage 
Tliat*  she  had  sufired  fia  -with  sad  yisage  693 

(92) 
Wut*  he  knewe  ya,V  nexf  hym  self  certayii  694 

She  loued  her  children  best*  in  euery  wise 
Buf  nowe  of  wommen  wold  I  aske  fayfi 
^if  ]>ise  assaies  myjf  not*  sufi&se  697, 

what*  cowde  a  stordy  husbond  [more]  devise 
To  preue  her  wifhode  and  her  stedfastnesse 
And  be  contynuyng*  in  stordynesse  700t 

(93) 
But*  fer  ben  folk  of  such  condicioH  701 

psAf  whan  )>ei  han  a  .certeyn  purpoos  take 
J)ej  con  not*  stinte  of  her  entenciofl 
But^  as  fei  were  bounden  to  a  stake  704 

fei  wil  not*  of  ^at*  purpoos  sclake 
Bi^t*  so  ]>is  marquis  ha^  fully  purposed 
To  iempten  his  wif  as  he  was  first*  disposed  707 

(94) 
He  waite)»  if  by  woordes  or  countenance  708 

3if  she  to  hym  was  chaunged  of  corage 
But*  neuere  coude  he  fynde  variance 
She  was  euere  in  hert*  &  in  visage  711 

And  euer  ^  fetpet  feAf  he  was  in  age 
^  more  trewer  if  it*  were  possible 
6he  was  to  hym  in  loue  and  more  penyble  714 
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For  whicti  if  Bemep  yua  paV  of  hem  twoo  715 

Ther  was  buf  oon  wifi  for  as  waiter  lusf 

The  same  lust*  was  her  plesaunce  also  Daaf  m.  bMk] 

And  god  be  )»onked  al  felle  for  pe  best*  718 

She  shewed  wel  for  no  worldly  vnresf 

A  wif  as  of  her  self  no  ])inge  shul($ 

Willen  in  eflfecte  but*  as  her  husboni)  wold  721 

(96) 
The  sclaundere  of  waltere  oft*  wide  sprad  722 

That*  a  cruel  hert*  wickedly 
£for  he  a  poor  womman  wedded  had . 
Haf  morf  ered  bof  his  children  priuely  725 

which  murmur  was  amonge  heme  comonly 
No  wonder  was  for  to  J»e  puples  eere 
fet  come  no  worde  but*  ])af  j^ei  murdered  were  728 

(97) 
For  swich  as  of  his  puple  f  erbifore  729  ' 

had  loued  hym  wel  desclaundred  of  his  name 
Made  hem  ^t*  )»ei  hated  hym  therfore 
To  l)ene  a  murdrere  is  an  hat*ful  name  732 

Buf  na])elees  for  emesf  ne  for  game 
He  of  his  cruelte  wold  nof  stynte 
To  tempte  his  wif  was  al  his  entente  •  735 

(98) 
Whan  )»is  dou^tere  xij  jore  was  of  age  736 

he  to  )»e  courte  of  Home  in  sotile  wise 
Enformed  of  his  wille  senf  his  massage 
Comaunding*  hem  such  billes  to  devise  739 

As  to  his  cruel  pt^rpoos  may  sufiise 
howe  f  af  J>e  pope  for  his  puples  resf 
Bad  hym  wedde  ano^r  wif  if  J»af  hym  lesf  742 

(99) 
I  sey  he  bad  paV  pei  shuld  counterfete  743 

fe  popes  billes  making*  menciofi 
)>af  he  h&p  leue  his  firsf  wif  to  lete 
As  by  ])e  popes  dispensacio&  746 
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To  stintd  lancoure  and  dissenciofi 

Bitwix  fe  puple  and  hjm  pus  speke  pe  bulle 

The  which  J^i  han  publissshed  at*  ^e  fuUe       fiMf  171]     74d 

(100) 
The  nide  puple  as  no  wonder  is  750 

Wende  ful  wel  if  had  be  i^t*  soo 
Buf  fiae  tydyngges  commen  to  griseld  is 
I  deme  ^af  her  herf  was  fdl  woo  753 

Buf  she  was  ylike  sad  euermoo 
Disposed  was  ^ia  humble  creature/ 
pe  aduersite  of  fortune  al  to  endure  756 

(tOl) 
Abjdinge  euer  his  lusf  and  his  plesance  757 

To  whom  she  was  jeuene  herf  and  aU 
As  to  her  worldely  suffisaunce 

ffor  certeynly  for  Ms  story  telle  I  shaU  760 

This  Marquis  ywriten  h&f  in  specidil 
A  leitte  in  which  he  shewe^  his  entenf 
And  sikerly  he  if  to  boloyne  senf  763 

(102) 
To  fe  Erie  of  Favie  which  pat  he  had  so  /  764 

wedded  his  sustcre  he  preide  specialy 
To  bringen  him  ajein  his  children  two 
In  honurable  estaaf  al  openly  767 

Bof  of  on  fing*  he  hym  preide  al  vtterly 
Thaf  he  to  [no]  wijf  )K>ugh  men  wold  enquere 
Shuld  nof  telle  whoos  children  pei  were  770 

(103) 
Buf  seide  pai?  pe  mayde  shuld  wedded  be  771 

j  Ynto  fe  Marquis  of  Saluce  anoft 
:And  as  ye  erle  was  preide  so  did  he 
'ffor  af  a  day  Isette  he  on  his  way  is  gofi  774 

Toward  Saluse  and  lordes  mony  on 
In  riche  aray  ])is  maide  forto  gyde 
Hii'  yongc  brofer  ridyng*  by  hii*  side  777 
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Aiaied  was  towardes  )»is  manage  778 

This  mayde  fressti  ful  of  g&mmjs  cleie 

Hii'  brofer  that*  vy.  ^ere  was  of  age. 

Aiaied  eke  was  fresshly  on  his  maneie      Dm/ i7i,taokj      781 

And  in  grete  noblesse  and  glad  chere 

Toward  Saluce  shapinge  her  ioumay 

ffix)m  day  to  day  ^ei  riden  for^  her  way  784 


[THE  FIFTH  PABT] 

Amonge  al  )»is  aftere  his  wikked  vsage  785 

This  Marquys  }if  his  wif  to  tenipten  more 

To  }e  yttrest'  preef  of  his  corage 

ffully  to  haue  experience  and  lore  788 

^if  ]yaf  she  were  as  stedfast*  as  bifore 

he  on  a  day  in  open  audience 

wel  boistonsly  ha^  seide  hii'  fia  sentence  791 

C£rtes  Qriseld  I  had  ynowe  plesaunce  792 

To  han  30a  to  my  wif  for  3ouie  goodnesse 

And  for  joure  treuth  and  jour  obeysaunce 

Koujt*  for  joure  lynage  ne  for  joure  ricchesse  795 

Buf  if  is  now  knowen  in  verray  soj^nesse 

)>af  in  grete  lordship  if  I  wil  avise 

Ther  is  grete  souereynte  in  sondry  wise  798 

I  may  nof  done  as  euery  plowe  man  may  799 

My  puple  me  constreynen  forto  take 

A  no)»er  wifif  and  crien  day  by  day 

And  eke  fe  pope  rancour  forto  sclake  802 

Consented  if  ])at*  dar  I  yndertake 

And  trewly  fua  moch  wil  I  30U  say 

My  newe  wif  is  commyng*  by  J»e  way  805 

Be  stronge  of  herf  and  voide  anofi  het^  place  806 

And  fUk*  dowary  ])af  je  broujf  to  me 
Take  it*  a^ein  I  g7'aunte  if  of  my  grace 
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Betoume))  to  jouie  faders  hous  quo&  he  809 

Ko  man  may  alwaj  haue  pr^wperite 

-wip  euene  herf  I  lede  30U  to  enduie 

^  stroke  of  fortune  or  of  auenture  612 

(109) 
And  she  ajein  answerde  in  pacience  Vmtin]  813 

My  lord  quod  she  I  wote  and  wisf  alway 
howe  ]yaf  I  swore  jou  ma^^iificence 
And  my  pouerf  no  man  can  ne  may  816 

Maken  noon  comparison  if  is  no  nay 
I  helde  me  nenere  digne  in  no  manere 
To  be  30Uie  wif  ne  ^if  your  chambrere  819 

(110) 
And  in  fla  hous  fer  je  me  lady  made  ?  820 

^e  high  god  take  I  for  my  witnesse 
So  -wisly  as  he  my  soule  glade 

X  helde  me  nei)»er  lady  ne  maistresse  823 

Buf  humble  seruattnte  to  jonre  wor|)ines8e 
And  euere  shal  while  my  lif  may  endure 
Abouan  enerj  vrorfi  creature  826 

(HI) 
That*  je  so  longe  of  ^our  benygnite  827 

^U0  holde  me  in  honure  ane?  in  nobleye 
where  I  was  not"  worfi  forto  be 

)af  J^onk*  I  god  and  30U  [to]  whom  I  prey  830 

flfbr-jeelde  it*  jou  per  nys  no  more  to  sey 
Vnto  my  fadere  gladly  wil  I  wende 
And  wi]y  hym  dwelle  to  my  lyves  ende  833 

'       (112) 
Ther  as  I  was  fostied  a  child  ful  smaH  834 

Tillbededemyliffj>er]  willlede  :  ", 

A  widowe  clene  in  herf  body  and  aH 
ffoT  mpea  I  ^af  to  30U  my  maydenhede  837> 

And  am  joure  trewe  wif  if  is  no  drede  '       / 

God  shild  such  a  lordes  wif  to  take 
Ano^r  man  to  husbonde  or  to  make  84Q . 
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And  of  }oui'  newe  wif  god  of  his  grace  841 

So  grannie  30a  welpe  and  piospmte 

ffor  I  wil  gladlj  ^eeld  hii'  my  place 

In  whicli  I  was  blisful  wont*  to  be  844 

ffor  8i)»en  if  like])  30a  my  loidf  quod  she  omt  i7i,bMk] 

Thaf  whilomweien  al  my  herfces  rest* 

That*  I  shal  goon  I  wil  goon  whan  )oa  leaf  847 

("4). 
But*  per  30  me  pio&e  sucli  dowarie  848 

As  I  forsf  biou^t*  it*  is  wel  in  my  mynde 
If  were  my  wiecched  clones  no  ^ing<  Mis 
])e  which  to  me  nowe  were  ful  haicl  to  fynde  851 

How  god  howe  gentile  and  how  kinde 
5e  semed  by  joure  spech  arid  3001'  yisage 
])e  day  ^f  maked  was  onie  manage  854 

(116) 
Buf  aof  IB  seide  algate  I  finde  if  trewe  855 

ffor  in  effecte  is  pioued  nowe  on  me 
Lone  is  nof  olde  as  whan  if  is  newe 
ffor  certes  lo»)  for  nofl  adueisite  858 

To  dyen  in  ])is  cas  if  shal  not  be 
Thaf  in  woide  or  werk*  I  shal  repenf 
])af  I  30a  3aue  myn  hert  in  good  entenf  861 

(116) 
My  lorde  3e  wote  ])af  in  my  fadeis  place  863 

^e  diden  me  stripen  onf  of  my  poor  wede 

And  richely  30  cladden  me  of  301110  grace 

To  30a  broi^f  I  nof  ellis  onf  of  drede  865 

Buf  faif  nakednesse  and  maidenhede 

Buf  here  i^ein  301110  closing*  I  restore 

And  eke  my  weddyng*  ringe  for  eu^rmore  868 

(117) 
The  remenatmte  of  30t<r  Iwels  redy  be  869 

wi^  in  3001'  chambre  dare  I  it  seynely  seye 
Kaked  onf  of  my  faders  hons  quod  she 
I  come/  and  naked  I  mote  tttme  ageyne  872 
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Al  }oure  plesaunce  wil  I  folowe  fejne 
But*  if  I  hope  if  be  nof  joure  entente 
^af  I  amoklees  oaf  of  jome  paleis  went*  875 

(118) 
3e  cowde  nof  do  so  dishonesf  a  ])inge  876 

Thaf  ilk  wombe  in  wLidi  our  children  lay  o^mi 

Shuld  byfore  fe  puple  in  my  walkinge 
Be  seyn  al  bare  wherfor  I  ^ou  pray  879 

laf  me  nof  like  a  woim  gon  by  pe  way 
Bemembre  jou  myn  /  owne  lorde  so  dere 
I  was  jouie  wif  Jotge  I  vnworji  were  882 

(119) 
Wherfoie  in  guerdon  of  my  maidenhede  883 

Which  Jaf  I  wroiyf  and  nof  ajein  bere 
As  youche^  sauf  to  jeue  me  to  my  mede 
Buf  such  a  smokke  as  I  was  wonf  to  wete  886 

^f  I  ^iwi^  may  hille  pe  wombe  of  here 
])af  was  joure  wif  and  here  I  take  my  leue 
Of  jowe  myn  owne  loid  lesf  I  30U  greue  889 

(120) 
The  smok*  quod  he  ])af  ^ou  hasf  on  pi  bak*  890 

Laf  if  be  stille  and  beio  if  for])  wi])  ])e 
Buf  wel  ynne^  ^af  word  he  spak* 

Buf  wenf  his  way  for  reuthe  and  pite  893 

Byfore  pe  folk*  hure  self  stripe))  she 
And  in  her  smob  mp  hede  and  fete  al  bare 
Towan)  her  flEdres  hous  totp  is  she  fare  896 

(121) 
The  folk^  folowed  weping<  in  hif  way  897 

And  fortune  euere  ^ei  cursed  as  ))ei  goft 
Buf  she  from  weping*  kepf  her  eyen  day 
ISe  in  piB  tyme  word  spak*  she  nofi  900 

Her  tdder  pe^f  here  of  herd  anon 
Cursed  pe  day  and  tyme  ]>at  nature 
Shope  him  to  be  a  lyues  creature  903 
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For  oaf  of  doute  ])is  olde  poor  mau  904 

was  enei'  suspecte  of  her  manage 

fibr  euer  lie  demed  si])en  it  bygan 

p&V  whan  fe  loid  yfjUed  had  his  corage  907 

hym  wold  ])enk'  if  was  a  desparage 

To  his  astate  so  lowe  to  a  l^t*  Vmim,  back] 

And  Yoiden  hii*  as  sone  as  euere  he  myjf      .  910 

(123) 
Ajeinst  his  dot^tere  hastely  goj)  he  911 

ffor  he  by  ])e  noys  of  folki  knewe  hei  commyng* 
And  mp  hei  olde  cote  as  it  myjt  be 
He  keueie])  hif  fnl  soiowfully  wepinge       '  914 

Buf  on  hoi'  body  myjf  he  if  not  bringe 
fibr  rade  was  ]>e  dop  and  more  of  age 
By  dayes  fele  ]»an  hnf  manage  917 

(124) 
Thus  .wit^  her  feuiere  for  a  c^teyn  space  918 

dwelle])  fia  floure  of  wively  pacience 
Thaf  neu^r  by  her  wordes  ne  be  her  face 
Bifore  pe  folic  ne  in  her  absence  921 

Ke  shewed  she  ]>af  to  hii'  was  do&  offence 
Ne  of  hie  astate  in  remembraunce 
Ke  had  she  as  by  her  countenaunce  924 

(125) 
Ho  wonder  is  for  in  [her]  grete  estate  925 

Her  goosf  was  euere  in  pleyn  humilite 
Ko  tender  mou)>e  ne  herf  delicate 

Ke  pompe  ne  semblanf  of  Bialte  928 

Bof  fol  of  pacience  and  benygnite 
Discrete  and  pniydeles  and  euare  honnrable 
And  to  her  husbonde  euere  meke  and  stable  931 

(126) 
Men  speke  of  lob  and  mosf  of  his  humblesse  ^  932 

As  clerkes  whan  hem  losf  can  wel  endite 
Namely  of  men  buf  in  so])fastnes8e 
fcmje  clerkes  pieise  wommen  buf  a  lite  935 
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))er  can  no  man  in  hnmblesse  hem  aquite 

As  wommen  can  ne  ben  half  so  trewe 

As  wommen  bene  but*  it  be  fallen  newe  938 

[THE  SIXTH  PART,^ 

Fro  babjloyne  is  ^is  Erie  of  Pavie  come  939 

Of  wluc&  )»e  word  spronge  to  moie  and  lesse 

And  to  )»e  pnlea  eeies  al  and  8om?rae 

was  cou])e  eke  a  newe  Marqujssesse  Deaf  m]  942 

He  wi])  bym  broujf  in  pompe  and  sucK  ricchesse 

\i6^  was  nenere  sey  wi])  mannys  eye 

So  noble  aiay  in  Westlombardye  946 

The  Marqnis  ])at<  Shope  an  knewe  al  ])is  946 

£r  ]>af  J)iB  erle  was  commen  sent*  his  massage 

ffor  cely  pooi*  Gryseldys 

And  she  witA  humble  herf  and  glad  visage  949 

Koa3f  wi^  swollen  herf  in  her  corage 

Come  at*  his  heesf  and  on  here  knees  her  sette 

And  reaerently  and  wisely  she  hym  grette  952 

Griselcl  quod  he  my  wifi  is  ytt^ly  953 

\\s  maide  )»af  shal  wedded  be  vnto  me 

Eesceyued  be  to  morowe  as  Eeally 

As  if  is  possible  in  my  hous  to  be  956 

And  eke  ^af  euery  w^f  in  his  degre 

Haue  his  estate  in  sittyng*  and  s^roise 

And  also  plesaunce  as  je  can  besf  deuyse  959 

I  haue  no  womman  sufi&sanf  certayfi  960 

)>e  Chambres  to  aray  in  ordynaunce 

After  my  lusf  and  \erioT  wil  I  fayfi 

))af  ^ine  were  al  such  gouemaunce  963 

]>g\jl  knowesf  eke  of  olde  al  my  plesaunce 

|)0U3e  J>ine  aray  be  bad  and  euel  ysey 

Do  J>ou  J>i  dcuoyre  af  Je  lest  wey  966 
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Houjf  onlj  loid  ya,V  I  am  glad  quo^  she  967 

To  do  jOTire  lust^  but*  I  desire  also 

jotiie  forto  plese  and  seme  in  my  degie 

WilAoaf  fayniise  and  shal  eueimoo  970 

Ke  neuer  for  no  wele  ne  for  no  woo 

Ke  shal  fe  goosf  within  my  hert^  stynf 

To  loue  ^ou  best*  with  al  my  trewe  entente  973 

(132) 
And  wij)  ])af  word  she  gan  fe  houB  to  dijt*         poitf  174,  i»ck3 
And  tables  to  sette  and  beddys  to  make 
And  peyned  hnie  to  doo  al  J^at*  sbe  myjf 
Pieying*  pe  chambreres  for  goddis  sake  977^ 

To  hasten  hem  and  fast*  swope  and  shake 
And  she  fe  mosf  seniisable  at  9& 
Ha])  eaeiy  ychambre  araied  and  his  balle  980 

(133) 
Aboute  yndem  gan  ])is  Erie  ali3t*  981 

Thaf  inf  him  bioi^f  ^ise  noble  duldre  tweie 
ffor  which  pe  puple  lanne  to  se  fat  sijf 
And  hare  araye  so  richely  beseye  984 

And  ^an  at*  arst  amonges  hem  fei  go&  seye 
That*  waiter  was  no  foole  ])ongh  hym  lest* 
To  chaunge  his  wiff  for  it*  was  for  fe  best*  987 

(134) 
For  she  is  faiirei^  as  fei  demen  alle  988 

Than  is  GriseH  and  more  tendei^  of  age 
And  fairrer  fruyte  bytwene  hem  shulcl  fdle 
And  more  plesaunt*  for  hii'  hi^e  lynage  991 

Hii'  bTo])ei'  so  faiie  was  of  his  age 
)>at*  hym  to  seen  fe  puple  had  kaujt*  plesaunce 
Comm^ndyng*  nowe  je  Marquis  gouemaimce  994 

(135) 
0  steme  puple  ynsad  and  [yn]trewe  995 

Euere  yndiscrete  and  chaungyng^  as  a  fane 
Delitinge  euere  in  'Rumour  ])at*  is  nowe 
ffor  like  fe  mone  euere  wexe  je  and  wane  998 

PSTWORTH   866  (6-T.  434) 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


8IX-TEXT  435 

OBouF  E.  §  2.  clerk's  tale.  Petworih  MS. 

'Euere  fid  of  clapping*  deie  jnowe  a  lane 

3oai'  dome  is  fids  ^our  constafice  euel  preue]) 

A  wel  grete  fool  is  he  J^af  on  }ou  leuejr  1001 

(136) 
Thus  seiden  sadde  folk  in  feki?  Cite  1002 

Whan  ])af  ])e  puple  gased  yp  and  doun 
ffor  ^ei  were  glad  ri^f  for  ^e  noaelte 
To  make  a  newe  ladj  of  her  ioun  1005 

Ko  more  of  pis  make  I  mencioun  Deaf  ns] 

But*  to  griseld  s^ein  wil  I  me  dresse 
And  telle  her  Constance  and  her  bysynesse  1008 

(137) 
Wel  bjsy  was  grjseld  in  eu^j  things  1009 

^t*  to  )>e  feesf  was  pertinenf 
Ei3f  naught*  was  she  abasshed  of  her  clo^inge 
]>oi^e  yei  were  Eude  and  eke  somdel  to-rent*  1012 

But^  wij)  glad  chere  to  fe  gate  is  wenf 
wij)  o])er  folk  to  greten  pe  Marquissesse 
And  after  do]»  she  for])  her  bysynease  1015 

(138) 
Ifip  fdl  glad  chere  J^e  gestes  she  receyue]?  1016 

And  Boxomly  eumch  in  his  degre 
Thaf  no  man  defawte  )>er  perceyue]) 
But*  euere  fei  wondren  what*  she  my^t  be  1019 

Thaf  in  so  poor  aray  was  forto  se 
And  cowde  such  honure  &  reuerence 
And  wor]>ely  ^ei  preisen  her  prudence  1022 

(139) 
In  al  ])is  me[ne]  while  she  ne  stynte  1023 

This  maiden  and  eke  her  htoper  to  commenci 
WiJ)  al  her  herf  and  benigne  entente 
So  wel  ])af  no  man  koude  her  pnse  amende  1026 

But*  at*  )>e  last*  whan  af  pise  lordes  wende 
To  sitten  a  doun  he  gan  to  calle 
Griseld  as  she  was  bysy  in  J^e  hall«  1029 
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Onselcl  quod  lie  as  it*  weie  in  play  1030 

How  like])  Je  my  wif«  in  her  bewte 

Ri3t*  wel  quod  she  my  lorde  for  in  .good  fay 

A  faiirei^  sawe  I  neuere  non  quod  she  1033 

I  prey  to  god  so  jeue  ^ou  piospmte. 

And  so  hope  I  he  wH  to  ^ou  sende 

Plesaunce  ynou^e  to  joure  lyues  ende  1036 

(141) 
Sut*  oon  )ying«  I  biseche  and  wame  also ./  1037 

J^af  je  prik*  wi^  no  tormentynge  CMm,  b^k] 

j)is  tendere  mayden  as  je  han  dofi  moo 
ffor  she  is  fostred  in  her  norshynge  1040 

fful  tenderly  in  her  jong*  pleyynge 
She  coude  nof  aduersite  endure 
As  coude  a  poor  fostred  creature  1043 

(1*2) 
And  whan  ^is  Waltei^  segh  her  pacience  1044 

her  glad  chore  and  no  malice  at*  aH 
And  he  so  off  ha^  done  hii'  offence 
And  she  euer  constant*  and  sad  as  a  waH  1047 

Contynuyng*  euer  her  innocence  ou^y-aH 
This  stordy  marquis  gan  his  herte  dresse 
To  Rwe  vpon  hui*  wifly  stidfastnesse  *  1050 

(143) 
This  is  ynouje  Griseld  myfl  quod  he  1051 

Be  no  more  agast*  ne  euel  apayde 
I  haue  fi  feip  and  J)i  benignyte 

As  wel  as  euer  womman  was  asaied  1054 

In  gr[e]te  astate  and  poorly  araied 
Now  knowe  I  dere  wiff  pi  stedfastnesse 
And  hure  in  annes  toke  and  gan  to  kesse  1057 

(144) 
And  she  for  wonder  toke  ferof  no  kepe  1058 

She  herd  nof  whaf  ])ing<  J)af  he  seide 
She  ferde  as  she  had  sterf  ouf  of  her  sclepe 
Til  she  ouf  of  pe  maisednesse  abreide  1061 
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Griseld  quod  lie  by  god  Jaf  for  vs  deyde . 

f  ou  art*  my  wif  and  noon  ojer  I  haue 

Nq  neuere  had  as  god  my  soule  sauo  1064 

(145) 
This  is  ^i  doubter  which  ^u  hast  supposed  1065 

To  bene  my  wif  and  noon  of  er  feijfully 
shal  bene  myn  heii'  as  I  haue  euere  disposed 
Thowe  here  hem  in  fi  body  trewly  1068 

At  boylen  haue  I  kepte  hem  sikerly 
Take  hem  ajein  for  fou  my^i^  not*  seyn  [i«af  nq 

Jfit*  Jow  hast  lorn  eny  of  fi  children  tweyn)  1071 

(146) 
And  folk  ])at*  oferwise  han  seide  of  me  1072 

I  wame  hem  wel  )>ati  I  haue  done  ])is  dede 
ffor  no  malice  ne  for  no  cruelte 

But*  forto  assay  J>i  wommanhede^  -  1075 

And  nof  forto  sole  my  children  god  forbede 
Buf  forto  kepen  hem  prively  and  stille 
Til  I  ])i  pvrpoos  knewe  and  al  fi  willd  1078 

(147) 
And  whan  she  piB  he»)  adoun  in  swowe  she  fallejy      1079 
ffor  pitous  ioying*  and  after  hire  swowinge 
She  bo])  her  yonge  children  to  hure  calle]? 
And  in  hur6  armes  pitously  wepinge  1082 

Enbrased  boj)  tenderly  kissynge 
Wel  like  a  modere  wif  her  salt*  teere&A 
£he  bafed  bof  her  visage  a7id  her  heeres  1085 

(148) 
0  such  a  pitous  finge  it*  was  to  see  1086 

Her  sownyng*  atid  her  pitous  vois  to  here/ 
Gram6rcy  my  lord  god  y  thenk  ;ou  quod  she 
fat*l3e  han  saued  me  my  children  dere^  108d 

Kow  rech  I  neuere  to  be  dede  ri3t*  here 
Sif  I  stonde  in  30U1'  loue  and  in  30U1'  grace 
No  tbrce  of  def  ne  whan  my  spirit  pace  1092 
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A  tendei'  o  dere  .0.  jeoge  cbildxen  myid  1093 

^ooie  wooful  modeie  wende  stedfiasilj 

J^t*  cruel  houndes  or  some  yermyn) 

Had  eten  30U  buf  god  of  hifl  mercj  1096 

And  joure  benigne  fadei'  tenderly 

Ha]7  done  30U  kepte  and  ])af  same  stounde 

Al  Bodeynly  she  swapte  doun  to  ^e  grounde  1099 

(150) 
And  bin  ber  swowne  80  sadly  bolde])  sbe  1100 

ber  cbildren  two  wban  sbe  gan  bem  biace 
Tbaf  wij)  grete  scleigbf  and  difficxdte  [loifi?^  tack] 

Ibe  cbildren  from  ber  aimes  gan  ^ei  to  rase  1 103 

0  monj  a  tere  .0  monj  a  pitous  fSoce 
Doun  ranne  of  bem  ])at*  stoden  byr  beside 
Ynne])  aboute  bui' my 3t<  ])ei  abide  1106 

(151) 
Walt^  bii^  yptake])  and  bei'  sorowe  glade])  1107 

Sbe  arise))  yp  al  abassbed  fix)m  ber  trance 
And  euery  'wi3t<  bii'  loye  and  feesf  make]? 
To  sbe  baue  kaujt*  a3ein  ber  countenance  1110 

Walter  ber  do^  so  fei])fully  plesaunce 
))af  if  was  deynte  for  to  se  fQ  cbere 
Bitwixe  bem  two  nowe  fei  bene  mette  in  fere  1113 

(162) 
Tbise  ladys  wban  J)ei  ber  tyme  say  1114 

ban  taken  bui*  and  iato  cbambre  gone 
And  stripen  bii*  ouf  of  ber  rude  aray 
And  in  a  doj^e  of  gold  ])af  brigbte  sbon^  1117 

•wip  a  crowne  of  mony  a  ricbe  ston^ 
vpon  bui^  bede  Jei  bii*  into  balle  broujt» 
And  ))er  sbe  was  bonoured  as  sbe  oujf  1120 

(153) 
Tbus  ba])  ^is  pitous  day  a  blisful  ende  1121 

ffor  euery  man  and  wommau  do^  bis  myjt* 
Tbis  day  in  myrj^e  and  reuel  to  dispende 
Til  on  ])e  welken  sboon  )»e  sterres  bri^f  1124 
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ffor  more  solempne  in  eueiy  mannys  si^t* 

This  f est*  was  and  gretter  of  costage 

pan  was  fQ  leuel  of  ^e  manage  1127 

(164) 
ffol  mony  a  ^eer  in  hig&  prospente  1128 

lyuen  piae  two  in  concoid  and  in  lest* 
And  richely  his  doujtei'  maried  he 
Ynto  a  lord  on  of  fe  wor]>ie8f  1131 

Of  all  ytaile  and  |»an  in  pees  and  rest* 
His  wifes  fadei'  in  his  courte  he  kepe]) 
Til  ])at*  his  soule  onf  of<  his  body  crepetK      [iMfiTT]     1134 

(165) 
His  sone  entre])  into  his  heritage  1135 

In  lest*  and  pees  aftere  his  faders  day 
And  fortunate  was  eke  in  mariage 

Al  putte  he  not*  his  wif  in  assay  1138 

This  world  is  not*  [so]  stronge  if  is  no  nay 
As  if  ha])  bene  in  olde  tymes  joie 
And  harkene])  whaf  pe  auctour  sei])  |»erfore  1141 

(166) 
pis  storie  is  seide  nof  J^af  wives  sholcl  1142 

ffolowe  Gryseld  as  in  humilite 
for  if  were  importable  fgn^e  yei  wolcl 
Buf  ])af  eueiy  wijf  in  hSs  degre  '  1145 

Shulde  be  constanf  in  adnersite . 
This  storie  whi<^  he  wi^  high  stile  endite]? 
WiJ)  pacience  Griseld  he  qwitej  1148 

(167) 
ffor  8i])ens  a  womman  was  so  pacienf  1149 

Vnto  a  mortaH  man  moch  more  we  ou^f 
£esceyue  alle  in  gree  )»af  god  vs  senf 
ffor  grete  scelys  he  preae)>  ))af  he  boujf  1152 

Mankynde  fe  which  ))af  he  wroi^f 
As  sei))  seinf  lame  if  30  his  pistel  rede 
He  preae])  folk  al  day  if  is  no  drede  1155 
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And  sofiie])  vs  as  for  our  exercise  1156 

Wi])  sbarpe  Bhoxnes  of  aduersito 

Wei  ofte  to  be  leten  in  8ondry  wise 

Nowe  forto  knowe  vs  for  certys  he  '  1159 

£r  we  were  bom  knewe  al  our  freelte 

And  for  our  best*  is  al  oui*  gouemaunce 

Laf  YS  it*  haue  ])an  in  yertuous  suf&anco  1162 

lOkametr'i  addiHon  to  tit  TaU.^ 

Bui^  00  witte  harkene])  loidyngges  er  ^e  goo  /  1 163 

It  were  ful  harde  nowe  adayes 

In  al  a  toune  fynde  Griseldys  ])re  or  two 

ffor  if  fei  were  putte  in  sucti  assaies  1166 

pe  gold  of  hem  ha])  nowe  so  haix)  alaies 

Wi^  bras  )»af  Jionje  ^  kynde  be  faire  atte  ye 

If  wott  taper  brasf  a  two  pan  plye  1169 

(160) 
[ffor  whiche  hiere  .  for  the  wifes  love  of"  bath  ^^'^^' 
whos  lyf  and  al  hirs  .  swete  god  maynteigne^  iCsumSS'i^, 
In  high  maistrie  .  and  ellis  were  if  skath         ^  ^*'^-  ^^^' 
I  wil  with  lusty  herf .  fressh  and  grene  1173 

Say  now  a  song* .  to  gkdde  yow  I  wene 
And  late  vs  stynf .  of*  Emestfol  matiere- 
Herknytt  my  song* .  thaf  saith  in  this  manere]  1176 


%  le  Toy  Se  Chaueere  y        \headline[ 

(161) 

GRiseld  is  dede  and  eke  her  pacience  \}mivn,  bMk] 

And  bop  af  onys  yburied  in  Ytalie 
ffor  which  I  cry  in  open  audience  1179 

Ko  wedded  man  be  hardy  to  assaile 
His  wyves  pacience  in  trust  to  fynde 
Griseldes  for  in  ccrteyn  he  shal  faile  1182 
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0  noble  wyues  f ul  of  hegH  pradence 

lat*  none  humilite  ^ouie  tonge  nayle 

Ke  lat*  no  derk?  haae  cause  ne  diligence  1185 

To  'write  of  30U  a  stone  of  each,  mervajle 

As  of  griselda  pacienf  and  k  jnde 

lest*  Chychynache  3on  swelowe  in  hir  entraile  1188 

Folowe])  ekko  J^af  holde])  no  silence 

But*  euere  answere))  af  fe  countretale 

BeJ  not*  byda£fed  for  our  Innocence  1191 

But*  shazpely  take  on  30U  fe  gouemaile 

Emprinte])  wel  J^is  lessoll  in  ^oure  mynde 

ffor  Comon  profit*  sitli  if  may  avails  1 194 

HE  diede  hem  noujf  dot&  hem  no  leuerence  1201 

ffor  ])0U3e  )>ine  husbonde  aiaied  be  in  maile 

fe  arowes  of  fi  ciabbed  eloquence  1 203 

Shal  perce  his  brest  and  eke  his  aduentale 

In  lalowsie  I  rede  eke  fou  hywi  bynde 

And  ^at*  fon  shalt  make  hym  couche  as  do]?  a  quale   1206 

If  Jou  be  faire  Jere  folk  bene  in  present* 

Shewe  ]k>u  J^i  visage  and  J^ine  apparaile 

If  jK)we  be  fovrle  be  free  of  fi  dispence  1209 

To  gete  fe  freendes  ay  do  fi  travails 

Be  aye  of  chere  as  li^f  as  leef  on  lynde 

And  laf  hym  care  and  wepe  and  wryng<  and  waile      1212 

^e  Arche  wiffes  stonde])  at*  joui'  defence  1195 

Bip  30  bene  strongs  as  is  a  grete  camaile 

Ke  Suf&e]»  not*  ])at*  man  do  30U  offence  1197 

And  sclendere  wyves  feble  as  in  bataile 

Bet&  egre  as  a  tygre  jende  in  Ynde 

Ay  Clappe])  as  a  mylle  I  30U  counsaile .  1200 
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[fbr  m  atidt^t  Pr0togtu  qf  O*  fifcwtt  MStm  tk§  Mm-^Lam  JSMprnMu  Unit,} 

f  The  prologe  of  fe  ftatoiketoyii).  i^;^^**^*^ 

ETTTY  goddis  mercy  seide  oure  hoost*  J)oo  / 

-L  J^  Alle  euel  wyues  god  kepe  ys  fo>  2420 

ffoi  mony  scleijtes  and  sab[t]ilit66 
Bene  in  wommen  ])af  bene  euere  bisy  as  bees 
Ys  foly  men  forto  desceyne 

fifoi  from  ye  bo]>  eueie  wil  ])ei  weiye  2424 

By  mony  ensamples  if  pioue])  wett 
Buf  doutelees  as  trewe  as  eny  stele 
I  baue  a  ynft  ]H)ngb  she  poor  be 

But*  of  her  tunge  a  labbyng*  shrew  is  she  2428 

And  she  ha])  an  hepe  of  Tices  moo 
))erof  no  force  lat*  al  such  prnggea  goo 
But*  wete  je  whaf  in  connsaile  be  if  saide 
Me  T&wep  sore  ))af  I  am  to  her  teide  2432 

ffor  and  I  shuld  rekne  eue[r]y  vice 
Which  J>af  she  haj  ywis  I  were  not*  wis 
And  cause  whi  for  if  shuld  reported  be 
And  tolde  to  hure  of  somme  of  ])is  mayne  2436 

Of  whom  if  nede^  nof  to  declare 
Si])  wommen  kon  ouf  such  chaffare 
And  eke  my  witte  suffise))  not  |>6rto 
To  telle  alle  |>^ore  my  tale  is  doo  2440 

[No  break  in  the  M8,] 
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Bix^  ffiRumkeleyne  come  nei^  if  ii^  ymr  wille  be       Cm  zm^itbi 

And  say  T8  a  tale  for  sertys  je 

Can  ^eron  as  mocb  as  eny  man 

Kay  sii'  qnod  be  I  wil  say  as  I  can  4 

WitK  bertely  Tfille  for  I  nyl  be  rebelle 

A^einsf  jonre  -vnlle .  a  tale  nowe  wil  I  telle 

HAue  me  excused  ^if  I  sey  amys . 

My  wille  is  good  ani  loo  my  tale  is  ^is  */  8 

S  Here  end«^  ^  prologe  of  \t  ffiraimkeleyfi 
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712 

Deaf  178,  back] 


716 


And  here  bygynne^  fe  ffirannkeleyns  tale      nmiM^m] 
[THU  PEOEM) 

Thise  olde  gentile  bretoynes  in  hei'  daies 
Of  dyrieis  auentures  maden  laiea 
Bymeden  in  her  farst*  bretoyne  tonge 
Whicti  layes  wi^  ber  instrumentes  )»ei  songe 
Oi^er  ellis  radden  bem  for  ber  plesafice 
And  oon  of  bem  baue  I  in  remembrance 
Wbicb  I  sbal  seie  wij)  as  good  wille  as  I  can/ 
But*  sirs  by  cause  ])af  I  am  but*  a  buiiU:  man 
At*  my  bygynnynge  furst*  I  jou  bisecbe 
Haue  me  excused  of  my  rwde  specbe 
I  lered  neuere  retbonke  certeyne 
|)inge  paf  I  speke  it*  mpf  be  bare  arid  pleyne 
I  slepte  neuere  on  ])e  mounte  of  pamaso 
Ne  I  neuer  lered .  Marcbus  Tullius  ne  Cith<ero 
Colours  of  rethorike  knewe  I  none  wtt^-out*  drede 
But*  sach.  coloures  as  growen  in  ]w  mede 
Or  ellis  sucfi  as  men  dye  or  peynt* 
Colours  of  retbonke  bene  to  me  queynt* 
Mi  spirit*  fele])  not*  of  sucb  matierd 
But*  if  jou  lust*  my  tale  sbul  je  bere 

[No  break  in  the  M8.'\ 


720 


724 


728 


[THE  TALE.] 

Tber  was  a  knygbf  pat*  loued  and  did  bis  peyne 
In  armorike  )yat*  cleped  is  breteyne 
To  seruen  a  lady  in  bis  best*  wise 
And  mony  a  laboure  &  mony  a  grete  emprise 

YETWOETH  376  (O-T.  600) 


730 
729 

732 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


SIX-TEXT   501 

OBoup  F.  §  4.  fraiyklin's  tale.  Fetworih  MS. 

He  for  his  lady  wroujf  er  she  were  wonne 
ffor  she  was  oon  pe  fairest*  yndere  sonne 
And  eke  ]>erto  come  of  so  high  kynrede 
faf  wel  vnnej^es  durst*  f  is  knyghf  for  drede  736 

Telle  hare  his  woo  his  peyne  and  his  distresse 
£uf  at*  ))e  last*  she  for  his  wor])inesse 
And  namely  for  his  meke  obeysafLce 
Ha))  suche  a  pite  kaujt*  of  his  penaunce  740 

That*  prively  she  felle  of  his  acorde 
To  take  hym  for  hvae  husbond  and  her  lord 
Of  suche  lordship  as  men  han  ouer  her  wyves 
And  forto  lede  ])e  more  in  bHsse  her  lyves  744 

Of  his  fire  wille  he  swore  hurc  as  a  knyjt* 
^at*  neu^re  in  his  wille  by  day  ne  ny3t* 
Ne  shuld  ypon  hym  take  no  maistrie 
j^einst*  her  wille  ne  kith  hvae  lalousie  748 

But*  hure  obeye  and  folowe  her  wille  in  aH  naafiTv] 

As  eny  louyere  to  his  lady  shati 
Saue  )»at*  pe  name  of  souereynte 

That*  wolde  he  han  for  shame  of  his  degre  752 

She  yovkep  hym  and  wi])  ful  grete  humblesse 
She  seide  sir'  si))  of  ^oure  gentylnesse 
3e  profre  me  to  han  as  large  a  reyne 
Ne  wolde  neuere  god  betwix  vs  tweyne  756 

As  in  my  gilt*  were  eifer  werre  or  striff* 
Sir*  I  wil  be  joure  owne  humble  &  trewe  wiff 
Haue  here  my  troupe  til  ))at*  my  hert*  bresf 
Thus  bene  fei  bo))  in  quiete  and  in  rest*  760 

ffor  oon  ))inge  sires  saufly  dar  I  seie 
That*  frendes  euerich  ofer  most*  obeie 
3if  fei  wil  longe  holde  companye 

loue  wil  not*  bene  constreyned  be  maistrye  764 

whan  maistrie  commef  pe  god  of  loue  andn 
Bete])  on  his  wengges  and  fare-wele  he  is  goll 
loue  is  a  ))inge  as  eny  spihte  &ee 

Wommen  of  kynde  desiren  liberte  768 
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And  nou3tf'  to  be  constreyned  as  a  fiaJA 

And  so  done  men  yflpe  8o]>e  seie  shi^ 

Loke  who  ^af  is  most*  pacienf  in  lone 

He  is  af  his  avauntage  abone  772 

Pacience  is  an  hie  vertue  certeyfi 

ffor  it*  Yenqajsshe])  as  derkes  seyne 

Thingges  ])af  ligouie  shulde  neuere  ateyne 

ffoT  euery  worde  men  may  nof  chide  ne  pleyne  776 

Leme^  to  snfi&e  or  ellis  so  mote  I  gofl 

)e  Shul  if  leme  whedei'  30  wil  or  nofi 

ffor  in  J»is  world  certeyne  no  wi3f  nys 

pB,V  he  ne  do))  or  sei))  some  tyme  amys  .780 

Or  ojyei'  siknesse  oiyex  constellacion 

Wyne .  woo .  or  chaunchynge  of  complexiofi 

Cause))  ful  oft<  to  do  amys  ei]>ei'  speken 

On  euery  wronge  men  may  no**  be  a-wreken  784 

Aftere  fe  tyme  most*  be  temp^raunce  Oaf  m,  bw^k] 

To  euery  wijf  ))af  can  no  gouema^^nce 

And  ))erfore  h&p  }ia  wor)yi  wise  kny^te 

To  lyue  in  ease  sufi&afice  hure  bih^te  788 

And  she  to  hym  ful  wisely  gan  to  swere 

)yaf  neuere  shuld  fei  be  defaute  in  herd 

Here  may  men  seen  an  humble  wif  acord 

Thus  ha]>  she  take  her  seruai^nte  and  her  lord  792 

Seruatmte  nyl  ofi  and  lord  in  manage 

f&TL  was  he  bo])  in  lordship  and  seruage 

Seruage  nay  buf  in  lordschip  alloue 

Sy])ens  he  h&p  bo))  his  lady  and  his  loue  796 

His  lady  certys  and  his  wifT  also 

The  which  faf  lawe  of  loue  accorde^  ferto 

And  whan  he  was  in  ^is  prosperite 

Home  wi))  his  wiff  he  go))  to  his  cuntre  800 

Nof  fer  fro  Pedmarke  fer  as  his  dwelling*  was 

Where  as  he  lyue))  in  blisse  and  in  solas 

Who  couthe  telle  buf  he  had  wedded  be 

The  loie  ye  ease  and  ^e  prosperite  804 
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That  is  bitwix  an  husbond  and  his  wiff 

A  3ere  and  more  lasted  ))is  blisful  lif>. 

Til  fat*  J)is  knyjf  of  whic&  I  spake  of  fus 

Thaf  of  kynrede  was  cleped  Arueragus  808 

Shope  hym  to  goon  and  dwelle  a  36x0  oi  tweyn) 

In  engelond  ]yat*  cleped  was  breteyn) ./ 

To  seche  in  annes  worship  and  eke  honour 

for  aH  hit  lust*  he  sette  in  such  labour  8 1 2 

And  dwelle])  ]>ere  pe  boke  sei|>  pMS 

Now  wil  I  stinf  of  pla  Arueragus 

And  speken  I  wil  of  dorygen  his  wiff 

Thaf  loue))  her  husbonde  as  his  hertes  lif*  816 

And  for  his  absence  wepe])  she  and  sike])e 

As  done  ])ise  noble  wyues  whan  hem  like]) . 

She  moumef .  wake]) .  wailef .  faste))  &  playne]) 

Desire  of  his  presence  hxae  so  destreynef  820 

That*  att  f is  wide  world  she  sette  af  noujt'  Vmt  iw] 

Her  frendes  which  ])af  knewe  her  hevy  fonytf 

In  al  ))at*  euere  f ei  my^f  or  may 

fei  prechen  hui*  fei  tellen  hui*  ny3t  and  day  824 

])af  causelees  she  Bleep  her  self  al.is 

And  euery  comfort*  possible  in  pis  cas 

They  doon  to  hur^  wi|)  al  her  bysynesse 

And  al  forto  make  hure  late  her  heuynesse  828 

By  processe  as  30  knowe  wel  euerechofi 

Men  may  so  longe  grauen  in  pe  stofl 

Til  some  figure  f  er-Inne  empnnted  be 

So  longe  han  pel  conforted  hure  ])af  she  832 

Keeceyued  haj)  by  hope  and  by  resofl 

The  emprintyng*  of  hure  consteUaciofl 

Thorgh  which  here  grete  sorowe  gan  aswage 

She  may  not  alway  endure  in  sucK  a  rage  836 

And  eke  arueragus  in  al  ])is  care 

Ha))  sent*  her  lettres  home  in  al  ])is  fare 

And  ])af  he  wold  come  hastely  a3eifi 

Ojper  ellis  had.])is  sorowe  hure  hert*  sclayfi  840 
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Hei  frendes  segH  hxae  hert*  gan  to  sdake 

And  preiden  haie  on  knees  for  goddys  sake 

To  come  and  to  Eome  hure  in  companye 

Away  to  dryve  hare  derk  fantasie  844 

And  fynaly  she  graunted  )>af  request* 

ffor  wel  she  seghe  if  was  for  pe  besf 

Kowe  stoode  hare  castel  fasf  hy  ^  see 

And  oft  ynp  hare  frendes  walked  she  848 

Hire  to  disporte  on  ye  See  bank*  on  hegfi 

Where  as  she  mony  shippe  and  barge  segb 

Seilynge  her  coors  where  hem  lusf  to  goo 

Baf  )iif  was  J^er  a  parcelle  of  her  woo .  852 

ffor  to  hxae  self  ful  ofte  seide  she 

Is  yet  no  shippe  of  so  mony  as  I  see 

wil  bringe  home  my  lord  ysn  wold  my  herte 

Al  warisshe  of  ^ise  bittern  peynes  smerte .  856 

A-no^  tyme  yen  wil  she  sitte  and  ]>enke  D«^  uo,  buk] 

And  cast*  her  yen  downward  fro  ye  brinke 

Buf  whan  she  segh  ye  grissly  rokkes  blake 

ffor  verrey  fere  wold  hare  herf  qaake  860 

^af  on  her  fete  she  my:$t*  not*  hure  sustene 

yasi  wold  she  sitte  doane  on  ^e  grene 

And  pitoosly  into  ye  see  she  wolde  biholde 

And  seyn  rijf  ])us  with  soroweful  herf  cold  864 

Eteme  god  y&V  J^our^^  yi  pt^rueaonce 

Ledest*  ^e  worlde  by  certeyn  gouemaunce 

In  ydelnesse  as  men  sayne  ye  no  J^inge  make 

Buf  lorde  yiae  grisly  feendly  rokkes  blake  868 

Thaf  semen  ra])er  a  foule  confusioiL 

Of  werk*  yaji  eny  faire  creaciofl 

Of  which  a  parfif  god  and  a  stable 

why  han  je  wroi^f  y\a  werk  vnresonable  872 

ffor  by  yis  werk*  sou^e .  nor)) .  eesf  &  wesf 

Ther  nis  yfostred  man  ne  biddde  ne  beesf 

If  do^  no  good  to  my  witte  buf  anoye^ 

Se  je  nof  lorde  how  man-kynde  if  destroie]>  876 
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An  C.  thousand  bodies  of  man-kjnde 

Han  lokkes  sclayn  al  be  ^ei  noi:^t  in  mynde 

Which  mankynde  is  so  faiie  part*  of  fi  werke 

^f  ^ow  it  maidesf  Uke  to  fine  honde  werke  880 

pan  semed  if  je  had  a  grete  cheerte 

Towanl  mankynde  but*  how  fan  may  if  be 

]«f  je  suche  menes  make  it*  to  destroien ./ 

Which  menes  done  no  good  but*  euer  anoyen  884 

I  wote  wel  clerkys  woUen  seyn  as  hem  lesf 

By  argument*  ]yaf  al  j^ing*  is  for  pe  best* 

]K>ugh  I  ne  can  ^e  causesse  forso])  knowe 

But*  ^ilk  god  p&if  made  wynde  to  blowe  888 

As  kepe  my  lorde  pis  is  my  conclusiofi 

To  derkes  lete  I  al  disputaciofi 

But*  wolde  god  ]yaf  a&  pe  rokkes  blake 

Were  sonken  into  helle  for  his  sake  892 

Thise  rokkes  scleen  myn  hert*  for  fere  pMf  ui] 

Thus  wold  she  sayn  wi])  mony  a  pilous  tere 

Hire  frendes  segh  ])af  [it]  was  no  disport* 

To  Romen  by  pe  see  but*  discomfort*  896 

And  shopen  for  to  pleyen  somwher  eUis 

They  leden  hure  by  ryuers  and  by  weUys 

And  eke  in  o]>er  places  delitables 

Thei  daunsen  and  pley  atte  chesse  and  tables  900 

8o  on  a  day  ri^f  on  ^e  morowe  tyde 

Ynto  a  gaidyne  ]^t*  was  ^er  beside 

In  whiche  ^af  ^ei  had  made  her  ordinaimoe 

Of  Titaille  and  of  opere  purueaunce  904 

They  goon  and  pleien  hem  al  ^e  longe  day 

And  ^is  was  on  ^e  sext*  morowe  of  may 

Whidi  may  had  peinted  wi])  his  soft«  shoures 

This  gardeyn  ful  of  leues  and  of  flotires  908 

And  wi])  craft*  of  mannys  honde  so  curiously 

Araied  had  pla  gardyne  traily 

That*  neuere  nas  per  gardyne  of  such  prise 

But*  3if  it*  were  pe  yerrey  paradyse  912 
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The  odour  of  floures  and  pe  fresshe  si^t^ 

Wold  haue  made  eny  pensif  herf  li^f 

That*  enere  was  boifl  but*  if  to  grete  siknesse 

Oi])er  to  grete  soiowe  helde  if  in  distresse  916 

And  aftere  dynere  gan  ^ei  to  daunce  918 

So  ful  if  was  of  bewte  wif  plesaunce  917 

And  syngen  also  but*  dirigen  song*  allontf 

And  made  alway  her  compleinte  and  her  mono  920 

ffor  she  ne  segti  him  in  ye  daunce  goo 

^af  was  her  husbonde  and  her  loue  also 

£uf  na^lees  she  most*  a  tyme  abide 

And  wi])  good  hope  lete  she  her  sorowe  glide  924 

IF  Ypon  fia  daunce  amonges  ofer  men 

Daunsed  a  squiei^  afore  Dorigen 

{)af  fressher'  was  and  lolier  of  araye 

As  to  my  dome  pan  is  pe  mou]>e  of  may  928 

He  synge))  and  dounse])  passinge  eny  man  i>Bfi8i,iMM!k] 

])at*  is  or  was  si])ens  ^is  worl()  bygan 

])er-wi^  he  was  if  men  shuld  hjm  discrive 

On  pe  best*  faring*  man  alyue  932 

Jong* .  strong*  ri^t*  vertuous  riche  and  wis 

And  wel  byloued  and  holden  in  grete  pris 

And  shortely  if  pe  so])  tellen  I  shal 

Vnwittyng*  of  fis  Dorigen  at*  ati  936 

This  lusty  squyere  seruaMnte  to  Venus 

Which  ))at*  icleped  was  aurelius 

Had  loued  hure  best*  of  eny  creature 

Two  jere  and  more  as  was  his  auenture  940 

But*  neuere  durst*  he  telle  of  his  greuawnce 

WijH)ut*  cuppe  he  dronke  al  his  penatmce 

He  was  despeired  no  pinff  durst*  he  saye 

Sauf  in  his  sawe  somwhat*  wold  he  wreye  944 

His  woo  as  in  generall  compleynyng* 

He  saide  he  loued  and  was  byloued  no  ))ing* 

Of  suche  matore  made  he  mony  laies 

Songges  compleyntes  roundelette^  virrelaies  948 
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How  pa,\f  he  dursii*  nof  his  sorowe  telle 
^af  langaysshe])  as  a  fuyie  do])  in  helle 
And  deye  he  seide  most  I  as  did  £kko 
ffor  Narsisus  ^at*  durst*  nof  telle  hare  woo 
In  o^ere  maneie  pan  }e  here  me  saje 
Ne  dursf  he  nof  to  hxae  his  woo  bywrey 
Sane  perauentuie  somtyme  af  daunces 
pere  ^onge  men  kepen  her  obseraat^nces 
If  may  wel  be  he  loked  on  hxae  face 
In  su(A  a  wise  as  man  ])af  o&kep  grace 
Buf  no  ^inge  wist«  she  of  his  entenf 
Najyeles  if  happed  er  pei  pena  wenf 
Bycause  ]»f  he  was  hure  neighbour 
And  was  a  mon  of  worship  and  honoi^r 
And  had  yknowe  hym  off  tymes  ^ore 

))ei  fyUe  in  speche  more  and  more 

Ynto  his  purpoos  drowe  aurelius 

And  whan  he  seg&  his  tyme  he  saide  pua 

Madame  quod  he  by  god  ]yaf  ^is  world  made 

80  ^af  I  wisf  if  myjf  ^onre  herta  glade 

I  wold  p&V  day  ps,if  jonre  arueragas 

Wenf  to  ^e  see  ])af  I  Aurelius 

Had  wenf  ])af  I  shuld  neuere  come  a3ein 

ffor  wel  I  wote  my  seruise  is  in  yeyfi 

My  gwerdoil  is  buf  brestyng  of  myfi  herte 

Madame  lewe^.ypon  my  peynes  smerte 

ffor  as  vrip  a  swerde  ^e  may  me  scle  or  saue 

Here  at  ^oure  fote  god  wolde  I  were  in  graue 

I  haue  as  nowe  no  leisere  forto  seie 

Haue  mercy  on  me  swete  or  30  wil  do  me  die 

She  gan  to  loke  ypon  Aurelius 

Is  pU  ;oure  wille  quod  she  and  saye  je  puB 

Neuer  ersf  quod  she  ne  wisf  I  whaf  30  menf 

Buf  nowe  Aurely  I  knowe  joure  entenf 

By  pH^B  god  ])af  3af  me  soule  and  liff 

Ne  shal  I  neuere  be  an  vntrewe  wiff 
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In  woide  ne  werk  as  fer  as  I  haue  witte 

I  wil  bene  his  to  whom  ))at*  I  am  knjtte 

But  aftere  ]yaf  in  pleyn  pua  seide  she  988 

Take  J»is  for  fynal  answere  as  for  me  987 

Anrely  quod  she  by  hije  god  aboue 

5if  wil  I  graunte  30U  to  be  ^oure  loue 

SiJ^^e  I  see  30U  so  pitously  compleyne 

Loke  whaf  day  f  af  euenlong*  breteyne  992 

30  lemeue  alle  ]>e  Eokkes  stoon  by  stoon 

^af  ]>ei  lat*  shippe  ne  bote  none 

I  saye  whan  je  ban  made  pise  costes  so  clene 

Of  Eokkes  ]>af  per  be  no  stone  sene  996 

^an  wil  I  loue  ^ou  best*  of  eny  man 

Haue  here  my  trou)»e  in  al  J^at*  euere  I  can 

Is  pere  noon  opet  grace  quod  he 

No  by  J«f  lorde  quod  she  pat  made  me .  1000 

flfor  wel  I  wote  faf  shal  neuere  betide  Delias,  uck] 

Laf  such  foly  ouf  of  jouie  herf  glide 

Whaf  deynte  shuld  man  haue  be  his  lif< 

fforto  loue  anojcre  mannys  wiff*  1004 

]yaf  ha])  huie  body  whan  ])af  hym  like^ 

Aurelius  ful  ofte  sore  Bikep 

Woo  was  Auielius  whan  he  pia  herde 

And  wi])  a  sorowful  herf  pvis  answerde  1008 

Madame  quod  he  pia  were  an  impossible 

ps3X  mote  I  deye  a  sodeyne  de])e  horrible 

And  wijr  J^af  worde  he  turned  hym  anon 

Tho  come  hir&  oper  firendes  mony  on  1012 

And  in  the  aleis  romed  vp  ajid  doun 

And  no  ^ing*  wisf  of  pia  conclusiotm 

Buf  sodeynly  bygonne  to  reuel  newe 

Til  p&if  pe  brijte  sonne  losf  his  hwe  1016 

ffor  )»orisonth  ha^  raff  pe  sonne  his  lijf 

This  is  as  moche  to  say  as  it  was  ny3f 

And  home  ]>ei  gone  in  loie  and  in  solace 

8aue  only  wrecched  Aurelius  alias  1020 
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he  to  his  hons  is  gone  wi)»  sorowful  heite 
he  sei^  he  may  nof  from  his  def  asterte 
Hym  Bemef  he  felejy  his  hert*  colde 
Yp  to  ^e  heuene  his  hondys  gan  he  holde  1024 

And  on  his  knees  hare  he  sette  hym  doun 
And  in  his  raving*  seide  piB  Orisoun 
ffor  verrey  woo  out"  of  his  witte  he  hreide 
He  nysf  nof  -what*  he  spake  hut*  p\ia  he  seide  1028 

WiJ>  pitous  herf  ha])  he  compleynf  bygofl 
Ynto  ye  goddesse  and  first  vnto  pe  sonne 
He  seide  AppoUo  god  and  gonemour 
Of  eu^ry  planete .  herbe .  tree  and  floui*  1032 

])af  jeuesf  aftere  ^i  declinaciofl 
To  ech  of  hem  his  tyme  ajid  his  sesofi 
And  ])ine  harborowe  chaunge])  lowe  and  hie 
Lord  Phebus  cast*  fi  merciable  ye  1036 

On  wrecched  Aurely  which  fat*  am  but*  lorne  [leaf  lasi 

loo  lord  my  lady  haf  my  dejj  swome 
WijH)ute  gilt"  but*  J)i  benignite 

'  Vpon  my  dedly  herte  haue  somrTie  pite  1040 

But*  wel  I  wote  lorde  phebus  if  jou  lesf 
5e  may  me  helpe  to  haue  my  lady  best* 
Now  vouchef  sauf  Jaf  I  may  jou  devise 
How  faf  I  may  be  hulpe  and  in  what*  wise  1044 

3oure  blisful  sustre  lucyna  pe  Shene 
pai?  of  the  see  is  cheef  goddes  and  queue 
pou^e  Neptynus  haue  deite  in  pe  See 
5it*  Emp^resse  abouen  hem  is  she  1048 

5e  knowen  wel  lord  rijt*  as  hura  desire 
Is  to  be  qwykkened  and  li^tned  of  jour  fire 
ffor  which  she  folwef  jou  fu[l]  bisily 
Eijf  soo  pe  See  desire))  naturelly  1052 

To  folowen  hure  as  she  ])at*  is  goddesse 
Bo])e  in  pe  See  and  in  pe  Kyuere  more  and  lesse 
Wherfore  lorde  phebus  pis  is  my  requeste 
Do  pla  myracle  or  do  myn  herte  to-brest*  1056 
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Thski^  nowe  next*  af  pia  opposiciofl 

Whiche  in  fe  eigne  shal  be  of  ])e  lyofl 

Ab  pieie  huie  so  giete  a  floode  to  biynge 

^f  .y.  fathme  af  pe  leesf  if  ou6re  spiynge  lOCO 

fe  hiesf  rokke  in  hannoiike  Bretaigne 

And  laf  ^is  flode  endure  3ere8  tweyne 

Than  certis  to  my  lady  may  I  saye 

Holde]^  3oaie  heeste  ^e  rokkes  ben  awaye  1064 

Lord  Phebus  do  fis  miracle  for  me 

Freie  hxae  she  goo  no  faster  cours  ^an  je 

I  seie  ]»owe  fua  pieie  ^oure  sustie  ])af  she  go . 

Ko  fastere  cours  ]yan  30  ])ise  jeres  two  106S 

fan  shal  she  be  euere  at  pe  ful  alway 

And  springe  floode  laste])  bo^  nyjt  and  day 

And  buf  she  vouche-sauf  in  such  manere 

To  graunte  me  my  lady  souereyn  dere  1072 

Preie  hure  to  synken  euery  rokke  adoe^n  ci«tif  us^inm*] 

Into  hure  owne  derk*  regioztn 

Yndere  ^e  grounde  pei  Pluto  dwelle]»  Inne 

Oi])ere  neuere  more  shal  I  my  lady  wynne  1076 

Thi  temple  in  Delphos  wil  I  barefote  seke 

Lorde  Phebus  biholde  30  Je  teeres  of  my  cheke 

And  of  my  peyne  haue  compassioun 

And  vdf  })af  worde  in  swoune  he  fllle  adoun .  1080 

And  longe  tyme  he  lay  in  a  trat^nce 

his  broker  -which  J^af  knewe  of  his  penaunce 

Vp  kau3t  hym  and  to  bed  hym  brou3f 

Despeired  in  his  tormenf  and  his  fox^i?  1084 

Loo  I  f  is  wooful  creature  lye 

May  chese  whedere  to  ly ve  or  dye 

IF  Arueragus  wi])  hool  and  grete  honour 

As  he  [that]  was  of  chyualrie  pe  floure  1088 

Is  commen  home  and  o}»er  wor|>i  men 

O  blisfdl  arf  ^ou  Doregen 

^af  hasf  pine  lusty  husbond  in  ))ine  aimes 

^t  fresshd  knyghf  J^af  wor])i  man  of  armes  1092 
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^t*  lond^  ])e  as  his  owne  hertys  lif 

No  ^iug*  lest*  he  to  be  yinagynatiff 

^u^e  eny  wi^t*  had  spoke  while  he  was  oute 

To  hxLte  of  lone  he  made  feroi  no  doute  1096 

He  noo^f  entende])  to  no  such  matere 

£u1^  daunse)) .  luste^ .  and  make])  good  cheie 

And  fna  in  loye  and  hlisse  I  lat*  hem  dwelle 

And  of  ]ye  swete  Aurelius  ^  wil  I  telle   [^jir9t,Anaim,i»tMeMS.2 

In  langour  and  in  fdrious  tonnent*  fuB 

Two  3ere  and  more  lay  wiecched  aurelius . 

Or  eny  foote  on  er^e  he  myjte  goil 

No  comforf  in  fia  tyme  nad  he  noik  1104 

Sauf  of  his  bro])ere  which  ])at  was  a  clerke 

he  knewe  of  aH  pia  woo  and  al  J)is  werke 

ffor  to  nofi  ojyer  creature  certeyn 

Of  fia  matere  ne  durste  he  no  worde  seyn)  1108 

Yndere  his  brest*  he  here  it*  more  secree  p«af  i84j 

Than  euere  did  phamphilius  for  galathe 

His  bresf  was  hoole  wijH)uten  for  to  sene 

£uf  in  his  herte  was  ay  fe  arowe  kene  1112 

And  wel  to  knowe  ])af  afore  Sanure 

In  Suigeiy  fol  perilous  is  pe  cure 

But*  men  myjf  nof  touche  Je  arowe  fou^e  he  come  Jrerby 

His  brof  er  wepe])  and  weilleth  prively  1116 

Til  at*  fe  last*  hym  felle  in  remembrance 

That*  whiles  he  was  at*  orliafice  in  franco 

As  3onge  clerkes  ])af  bene  likerous 

To  reden  artes  ])at*  bene  curious  1120 

Seken  in  eueiy  halke  and  euery  heme 

Particulere  sciences  forto  leme 

He  him  remembre^  vpon  a  day 

At*  Orliaunce  in  stody  a  boke  he  sale  1124 

Of  magike  naturel  which  his  felawe 

fat*  was  fat?  tyme  a  bachilere  of  lawe 

Al  were  he  fere  to  leme  anof ^  craft* 

And  priuely  vpon  his  desk*  he  laft*  1 12S 
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This  boke  whicli  speke  mochel  of  op^^raciofks 

Touchinge  fe  eight  and  twenty  ^  manciofis  {}  JcvszTiQ] 

})at*  longen  to  fe  mone  aud  sucli  folj 

As  in  our  daies  nys  nat*  wor])  a  flje  1132 

fifor  holy  chuichd  aeif  in  our  bileue 

No  suifTe])  noon  illusiofl  vs  to  greue 

And  whan  ^ia  booke  was  in  remembrannoe 

Anone  for  ioy  he  gan  to  daunce  1136 

And  to  hym  self  saide  pn'uely 

My  bro]>er  shal  be  warisshed  hastely 

ffor  I  am  siker  fAif  per  bene  sciences 

By  whiciL  men  make  dyuers  apparences  1140 

which6  as  ^ise  subtile  tregetours  pleien 

ffor  oft*  af  feestes  haue  I  herde  seyen 

Thaf  tr^etours  wi^in  an  halle  laige 

Han  maden  come  watei'  in  a  barge  •  114A 

And  in  the  halle  rowe  vp  and  doune  n«f  ib4»  iMck] 

Somtyme  ha|>  semed  [come]  a  grete  lyoun 

[And  somtyme  flours  spryng  as  in  a  mede  ^^w?£3^ 

Somtyme  a  yyne/ and  grapes  whyt  and  reede]  1148 

Somtyme  a  castel  al  of  lyme  and  stoft 

And  whan  hen  liked  voide  if  anon 

Thus  semed  if  to  euery  ma^mys  sijf 

ISTow  ])an  conclude  I  J^us  if  J^af  I  myjf  1152 

Af  Orliaunce  some  olde  felawe  finde 

])af  had  pe  moons  mancions  in  mynde 

OiJ^er  magike  naturel  aboue 

He  shuld  wel  make  my  hroyer  han  his  loue  1 156 

ifor  wip  apparens  a  man  may  make 

To  mannys  sijf  ]yaf  alle  ]>e  Rokkes  blake 

Of  Bretoyne  were  ywenf  euerechofi 

And  ])af  shippes  by  pe  brinkes  myjf  commen  and  gofi  1160 

And  in  suc&  forme  enduren  a  jere  or  twoo 

fan  were  my  bro]>er  warsshed  of  his  woo 

]yan  moste  she  nedis  knows  hure  byhesf 

Or  ellis  he  shal  shamen  hure  af  })e  lesf  1164 
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What;*  shuld  I  make  a  lenger  tale  of  pis 

Ynto  his  broker  bedde  commen  lie  is 

And  suche  comforte  he  jaue  hym  forto  gofi 

To  orliannce  ^af  he  ypstert*  anofl  1 168 

And  on  his  way  for)»wan$  is  he  &re 

In  hope  to  bene  ylissed  of  his  care 

Whan  yei  were  come  ahnost*  to  pa\f  cite 

But*  if  if  weie  a  two  forlonge  oi  free  1 172 

A  jonge  clerk*  romyng*  by  hemself  fei  mette 

Whiche  ^at*  in  latyn  thriftely  hym  grette 

And  afiere  ])af  he  seide  a  wondef  )>inge 

I  knowe  quod  he  pe  cause  of  joxae  commynge  1 176 

And  er  ])ei  for^  eny  foote  wenf 

He  tolde  hem  aS,  ))af  was  in  her  entente 

fia  bretoyne  clerke  hym  asked  of  fifelawes 

fe  whiche  ]«f  he  had  knowe  in  olde  daies  1180 

And  he  answered  hym  J^af  ^  dede  were 

ffor  whiche  he  wept*  ful  mony  a  tere 

Donne  of*  his  hors  Aurelins  lijf  an5n  p«riR5i 

And  for])  wi^  ])is  Magicien  is  he  g5n  1184 

Home  to  his  hoos  and  made  hem  wel  af  eese 

Ham  lacke])  no  vitaile  ])af  hem  myjf  plese 

So  wel  an  aiaied  hous  as  ther  was  oiL 

Auielius  in  his  lif  ne  segh  none  1188 

He  shewed  hem  ere  [])ei]  wenf  to  sopere 

fforestis  and  parkes  ful  of  wilde  dere 

jTher  sauh6  he  hertis  /  with  ther  homys  hihe  ^^^S^glf  **» 

The  gretteet  /  that  evir  wer  seyn^  wit^  eye  1192 

He  sauhd  of  hem  an  hundred  /  slayne  wyth  houndes 

And  som  witll  aiwes  /  bleede  of  bytter  woi^ndes 

He  sauhd  whanne  wyde  were  the  wylde  deer 

The  fauconers  vpon)  a  fayr  ryver]  1196 

And  howe  fiACOuns  han  pe  herowne  sclayn 

^f  segli  he  knyghtes  iusten  in  a  playfi 

And  aftere  ])is  he  did  hym  sudi  plesaunce 

^f  he  hym  shewed  his  lady  in  a  daunce  1200 
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On  whicb  him  self  Satuised  as  hym  ^xi^if 

And  whan  pia  maisteTe  p&if  ^is  magike  wrou^t^ 

Segh  if  was  tyme  and  clapped  his  hondys  twoo 

A  &re  wele  al  ouie  leuel  is  ydoo  1204 

Buf  3if  lemeue  ]>ei  neaere  out*  of  ^is  hous 

whiles  fei  seghe  al  J^is  si^t*  merveilous 

Buf  in  his  stody  ]>eie  as  his  bokes  be 

fei  sitten  stille  and  no  w^f  buf  J^ei  pre  1208 

To  him  fiB  maasteie  called  pan  a  sqwiere 

And  seide  him  pua  is  if  ledy  ouie  sopere 

Almosf  an  home  if  is  I  yndertake 

Si)>eiis  I  30U  bad  ouie  sopeie  to  make  1212 

Whan  faf  f ise  worfi  men  wenten  with  me 

Vnto  my  stody  J»er  as  my  bokes  be 

Sii^  quod  fis  squiere  whan  if  likef  30U  . 

If  is  al  redy  ])0U3e  je  wiH  rijf  nowe  1216 

Go  we  ^an  soupe  quod  he  &  for  ^e  besf 

))ise  Ameious  folk*  somtyme  mote  haue  resf 

And  after  sopere  fille  pei  in  trete 

Whaf  somfne  shulde  pia  maisters  guerdoft  be  1220 

To  rem[u]e  alle  pe  Rokkes  of  brcteynd 

And  eke  from  geroft  to  pe  mou^e  of  Seyn) 

He  made  if  straunge  &  swore  so  god  hym  saue 

Lasse  J^an  a  J^ousand  pounds  he  nolde  nof  haue  1224 

Ne  gladly  for  ])af  somme  he  nold  nof  goofi         o^t i»,imA} 

Aurelius  wi])  blisful  herf  anofl 

Answered  pua .  fle  on  a  thousand  poundo 

This  wide  world  ))af  men  seyn  is  rounds  1228 

Jaf  wold  I  jeue  if  I  were  lord  of  if 

This  bargayn  is  ful  drive  for  we  bene  knyf 

)e  shullen  be  paide  trewly  be  my  troupe 

fiuf  Ickep  nowe  for  no  negligence  ne  slou^  1232 

)e  tary  ys  here  no  lenger  J^an  to  morowe 

Nay  quod  this  clerke  haue  here  my  trouj^e  to  borowe 

To  bedde  is  gone  Aurelius  whan  hym  lisf 

And  welnygh  al  ]»af  nyjf  ho  had  his  resf  1236' 
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^af  for  bis  labouie  and  for  his  hope  of  blisse 

His  wooful  herte  of  penatmce  had  a  lisse 

Ypon  ])is  morowe  whan  ])af  it*  was  day 

To  breteigne  toke  pei  fe  right*  way  1240 

Aurelios  and  )»is  magicien  be  side 

And  bene  descended  per  pel  wiUen  abide 

And  piB  was  as  pe  bokes  me  remembre 

pe  colde  frosty  seson  of  decembre  1244 

Phebus  wexe  olde  and  hwed  like  latoti 

That*  in  his  bote  declinacidn 

Shoone  as  pe  bymed  cold  wit^  stremes  brijf 

But*  nowe  in  scorpion  a-doune  he  li^i^  1248 

Where  as  he  shone  M  pale  I  dar  wel  seyn) 

pe  bitter*  frostes  with  pe  sclete  and  reyn) 

Destroied  ha,p  pe  grene  in  enery  jerde 

lanus  sitte  by  ^e  fuyr  vriih  double  berde  1252 

And  drynke])  of  his  bugle  horn  pe  wyne 

Byfom  hym  stanf  pe  brawne  of  pe  tusked  swyne 

And  a  nowdi  cnep  euery  lusty  man 

Aurelius  in  al  ^t^  eu^re  he  can .  1256 

Doth  to  his  maister*  chere  and  reuerence 

And  preie^  him  to  dofi  his  diligence 

To  bringgen  him  out*  of  his  peynes  smerte 

Oi)>ere  wi^  a  swerde  ))at'  he  wold  sclitte  his  herte        1260 

That*  subtile  clerk*  whidi  J^af  rou))e  had  of  pis  man  Hmt  laej 

])af  nyght*  and  day  he  him  spedde  ^at*  he  ne  Ian 

To  waite  a  tyme  of  his  conclusiofl 

This  to  say  to  make  illusioil  1 264 

I  ne  can  no  termes  of  Astrologie  1266 

By  whiche  an  apparence  of  logelrie  1265 

]»f  she  and  euery  wijf  shuld  wene  and  seie 

That*  of  Breteyn  pe  rokkes  bene  away  1268 

Oipere  ellis  ^ei  were  sonken  vnder  grounde 

So  at*  (e  last*  whan  he  his  tyme  founde 

To  make  his  iapes  and  his  wrecchednesse 

Of  whicb  a  supersticious  cursednesse  1272 
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His  tables  coUetanes  for])  he  brou^t* 

fiiil  wel  collected  for  per  lacked  nou^t 

Ke  his  coUectis  ne  his  expans  ^eies 

Ke  his  rotes  ne  his  oj^er  geres  1276 

As  bene  his  Centrys  and  his  argumentz 

And  his  proporcions  conuenientz 

ffor  his  equacions  and  euery  J^inge 

And  by  his  yiiij  spere  in  his  wirkinge  1280 

He  knewe  howe  fer  alnaj)e  was  yshoue 

f&om  pe  hede  of  ])ilk*  fixe  arise]^  aboue 

]>at<  in  pQ  ninthe  ^  spere  considered  is  [i  jcs  u] 

fiul  subtily  he  cal[cu]lej>  al  )ris  /  1284 

And  whan  he  had  foonde  his  first*  mancion 

He  knewe  f  e  remynawnte  by  proporcion 

And  knewe  ])e  arising*  of  ]^e  mone  well    * 

■  And  in  whoos  face  and  terme  euery  dell  1288 

And  knewe  ful  wel  ]^e  monys  mancioii 

Accordant*  to  his  operacidn 

And  knewe  also  his  olpQi  obseniatmces 

for  SUC&  illusions  and  suc&  meschaunces  1292 

As  he])en  folk*  vsed  ])ilk*  daies 

ffor  whicll  no  lenger  maked  he  delaies 

But*  JroigtL  his  niagike  for  a  weke  or  tway 

It*  semed  as  al  the  Eockes  were  away  1296 

Aurelius  which  ])at*  despeired  is  cietfi86,tMok] 

whedere  he  shal  han  his  loue  or  fare  amys 

AwaiteJ)  nyjt*  and  day  of  f  is  myracle 

And  whan  he  knewe  ]>er  was  non  obstacle  1300 

J^af  Yoiden  were  ])ise  rokkes  euerechofi 

Doune  to  ])is  maisters  fete  he  fille  anoii 

And  seide  I  woful  wreche  Aurelius 

Thonke  jou  lorde  and  lady  myne  Venus  1304. 

That*  me  han  hulpe  from  my  carys  cold 

And  to  pQ  temple  forjr  his  way  ha])  hol($ 

Where  he  knewe  he  8hul<$  ])is  lady  se 

And  whan  he  segh  his  tyme  anon  rijf  he  1308 
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With  dredfol  herie  and  humble  cheie 

Balwed  hap  his  souereyn  lady  dere 

My  rijtful  lady  quod  fis  wooful  man . 

Whom  I  mosf  drede  and  loue  as  I  best*  can  •  1312 

And  loj^est*  weie  of  al  fis  world  displese 

Kere  it*  ^t*  I  for  90U  haue  suche  dissesd 

Thaf  I  most*  dye  here  af  30ure  fote  anofl 

IT  Baf  not*  wolde  I  telle  howe  me  is  woo  bygoii  1316 

But*  certes  eij^r  most*  I  deye  or  pleien " 

3e  slee  me  giltelees  for  verrey  peyne 

But*  of  my  detli  Jrouje  ye  haue  no  rouj^er 

Avise  )oa  er  ^t*  je  lese  joure  trou];e  1320 

Repente]!  jou  for  pilke  god  aboue 

Er  je  me  sleen  by  cause  ])af  I  30U  loue 

ffor  madame  wel  30  wote  fat  je  han  hijf 

Not*  ]^af  I  chalence  eny  ])ing*  of  ri3t*  1324 

Of  30U  soueieyn  lady  but*  3our  grace 

But*  in  a  gardyne  3onde  in  such  a  place 

3e  wote  Ti3t*  wel  J>at*  je  bihote  me 

And  in  myn  honde  joure  trou])e  bli3t  30  1323 

To  loue  me  best*  god  wote  30  saide  so 

Al  be  ]iat*  I  ynwor])i  am  ]}erio . 

Madame  I  seie  it*  for  pQ  honurd  of  30U  * 

More  fon  to  saue  myn  hertes  lif  ri3f  nowe  •  1332 

I  haue  done  as  30  comaunded  me  n«f  i67i 

And  if  3e  vouchesauf  ^e  may  go  see 

And  as  30U  lust*  haue])  3oure  bihest*  in  mynde 

fibr  qwikke  or  dede  ri3f  pnB  30  shullen  me  finde         133& 

In  30U  lif  aH  to  do  me  lyre  or  deye 

But*  wel  I  woote  Jie  rockes  bene  aweye 

He  toke  his  leue  and  she  astonyed  stode 

In  al  her  face  fei  nas  on  drope  of  blood  1340 

She  wende  neuere  han  commen  in  such  a  trappe 

Alias  quod  she  y&\f  this  euere  shuld  happe 

ffor  wende  I  neuere  by  possibilite 

)at^  audi  a  meschaunce  shuld  euet'e  bo  1344 
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If  is  a3einsf  J>e  ppocoese  of  nature  ^         ^cSt^  S?jSj  *~"" 

And  home  she  go]^  a  soriful  cieatuie  ^ 

ffor  verrey  fere  vnnejee  may  she  goo  / 

She  wepe]^  ancL  weille^  a  day  or  twoo 

And  swowne])  ^f  if  xaathe  was  to  see 

But*  whi  if  was  to  no  wi3f  tolde  she 

ffor  ouf  of  tonne  was  goon  Ameragus 

Snf  to  hure  self  she  seide  and  speke  ^us . 

In  hure  compleynte  as  je  shul  aftere  heie 

"With  face  pale  and  wij^  soriful  chere 

Alias  quod  she  on  ^e  fortune  I  playiL 

)af  Tnware  hasf  wrapped  me  in  pi  chayil 

ffor  which  fe  eskape  wote  I  no  aocouf 

Sane  only  dep  ei])er  dishonoux^ 

Oon  of  ])ise  two  bihoueth  me  to  chese 

3af  na])elees  jif  had  I  leuei'  lese 

My  lif  ]^an  of  my  body  to  haue  a  shame 

Ei|9er  knowe  my  self  fals  eifer  lese  my  name 

And  wij)  my  dej  I  may  be  quytte  I-wis 

Han.J^er  naf  mony  a  wif  er  ^ia 

And  mony  a  maiden  sdayn  her  self  alias 

Ra])er  J^an  ynp  her  bodies  done  trespaa 

And  certes  loo  fke  stories  beren  witnesee 

Whan  xxz«^  tirauntz  fill  of  cursednesse  • 

^ad  sclayn  Phidon  in  Athenes  af  ]ie  lesf 

They  commaunded  his  dou3ter3  to  aresf 

And  bringgen  [hem]  byfom  hym  in  despit 

Al  naked  to  fulfille  her  foule  delite 

And  in  her  faders  bloode  pei  made  hem  daunce 

Yppon  ])e  pauemenf  god  ^eue  hem  meschatmce 

ffor  which  ])ise  wooiul  maidens  fnl  of  drede 

BaiJ^er  y&n  pei  wolde  lese  her  maidenhede 

pei  prively  bene  sterte  into  a  weUe 

And  dreinte  heni  self  as  ]>e  bokes  telle 

Thei  of  mesne  lete  enqueie  and  soke 

Of  lacedemye  .L  maidens  eke 
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On  whicfi  f  ei  wolden  doil  her  lecherie 

Buf  was  per  none  of  al  J)af  co77^panye 

fa,V  she  nas  sclayn  and  wi])  a  glad  entent* 

Chese  fe  raj^ere  to  die  ])an  to  assent*  1384 

To  bene  enpressed  of  her  maidenhede 

Whi  shuld  I  fan  to  dye  bene  in  diede 

Lo  eke  pe  tiraunte  Austoclides 

jKtt*  loued  a  maiden  which  hi^f  Symphalides  1388 

Whan  Jat*  hure  fadere  sclayn  was  on  a  nyjf 

Ynto  Dianes  temple  go])  she  anon  ri^t* 

And  henf  pe  ymage  wip  hure  armes  twoo  / 

ffirom  which  ymage  she  nolde  neucr  goo  1392 

No  wijf  myjf  fro  hit*  hure  handis  race 

Til  she  was  sclayn  in  pQ  self  place 

Kowe  si|)ens  ])af  maidens  had  such  despit 

To  bene  defouled  wi])  mannys  foule  delitd  1396 

Wei  oujte  a  ynS  j^pere  hure  self  slee 

pan  ben  defouled  as  ])enke])  me 

Whaf  shal  I  sayn  of  hasdrubaldys  wif 

J»t»  af  Cartagfe  biraf f  herseK  hur  liff  HOC 

ffor  whan  she  segh  p&if  Komayns  wan  pe  ioun 

She  toke  her  chuldren  alle  and  swepf  adouu 

Into  pQ  fuyre  and  ches  rather  to  dye 

]>an  eny  Romayn  did  hura  vilenye  1404 

Ha])  nof  lucres  y  sclayn  hure  seK  alias  [iMiriBB] 

Af  Home  pere  she  oppressed  was 

Of  Tarquyne  for  hura  ])0U3t*  if  was  a  shame 

To  live  whan  ])at<  she  had  losf  her  name  1408 

The  .yiiij.  maidens  of  Melefie  also  / 

Han  sclayn  hem  self  for  drede  and  woo  / 

BApeT  pan.  folk  of  gaule  shuld  hem  oppresse 

Moo  ])an  a  M|  stories  as  I  gesse  1412 

Cou^  I  nowe  telle  as  touching*  pis  matera 

Whan  habradas  was  sclayn  his  wif  so  dere 

Her  seK  sclowe  and  lete  her  blood  to  glide 

En  Habradas  woundes  brood  and  wide  1416 
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And  eaide  my  body  at*  J)e  leeste  waye 

Ther  shal  no  wijt*  defoile  if  Jat*  I  may 

What*  shuld  I  moo  ensamples  herof  sayfl 

Sifen  fat*  so  mony  han  hem  self  sclayn  1420 

Wei  rajer  fan  fei  wolde  defowled  be 

I  wil  conclude  whaf  is  best  for  me 

[Tho  sleen  my  self,  than  be  defouled  thus      JS^"  "^  "' 

I  wilbe  trewe .  vnto  Arueragus]  1424 

!Eif  er  laf  er  slee  my  self  in  some  manera 

As  did  Demonycions  dou3ter6  dere 

By  cause  fat*  she  nolde  defoiled  be 

O  Gedasus  if  is  ful  grete  pite  1428 

To  reden  how  fi  doujteis  deiden  alias 

f  af  sclowe  hem  self  for  suche  manure  cas 

As  grete  appetif  was  if  or  more 

The  theban  maiden  faf  for  Nichasore  1432 

[Hir  seKen  slough  right  for  suche  a  maner  woo  25/^'  I7i)  i«, 

Another  theban  mayden  dide  right  so] 

Hure  had  wedded  and  sore  dressed .  [spurioui] 

For  oon  of  Masidoigne  had  hure  oppressed  •  '  1435 

Whaf  shal  I  seyn  of  Nicharatyfs  wiff 

faf  for  SUC&  caas  biraff  hei'  self  her  lif 

Howe  trewe  was  eke  to  Alcebiades 

His  lone  faf  forto  dyen  [rafer]  ches  1440 

fan  forto  suf&e  his  body  vmbreided  be 

Loo  which  a  wif  was  alcesteyn  quod  she 

Whaf  Emore  of  good  Penolof  e 

Alle  Grece  knowef  of  her  chaastite  1444 

Parde  of  leodomya  is  written  f  us  VmX  us,  baekj 

Thaf  whan  a  Troy  was  sclayn  protheselayus 

Ko  lenger  nold  she  lyf  aftere  his  day 

pe  same  of  noble  porcia  telle  I  maye  1448 

Wif-outen  brutus  quod  she  nof  lyre 

To  whom  [sjhe  had  alhole  hure  herte  3eue 

The  parfif  wifhode  of  Archemesie 

Honoured  is  forgH  alle  fe  barberye  1452 
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0  teuta  quene  in  pi  ydRj  chastite 
To  alle  wives  may  f  ou  a  myrowr  be 

[    ...     no  gap  in  the  MS:  these  lines 

#    •    •     •        known  only  in  Mlesmere  MS,]  1456 

Thus  playned  Dorigen  a  day  or  tweye 

Puiposinge  euere  Jiat*  she  wolda  deye 

But*  na]ieles  vpon  J)e  fred.ny^f  . 

Home  came  Araeragus  pe  worthi  knyjt*  1460 

And  asked  hure  whi  ]^af  she  wepte  so  sore 

And  she  gan  wepen  euere  pe  lenger  more 

Alias  quod  she  p&if  euere  was  I  borne 

Thus  haue  I  seide  quod  she  J^us  haue  I  sworft  1464 

1  tolde  hym  alle  as  je  han  herde  bifore 
If  nedep  not*  rehersen  it  her^-of  no  more  • 
This  husbonde  wi])  glad  chere  in  sondry  wise 
Answerde  and  seide  as  I  shal  \30\i\  devise  1468 
Is  per  oujf  ellis  Dorigen  but*  ])is 

Nay  nay  quod  she  god  helpe  me  so  as  wisse 

))is  is  to  mocho  if*  if  were  goddes  wille 

je  wiff  quod  he  laf  sclepe  ]>af  is  stille  1472 

If  may  be  wel  jif  pe^-auenture  to  saye 

3e  shullen  joure  trouf  e  holden  be  my  fay 

ffor  god  so  wisly  helpe  me 

I  had  wel  leuere  ystikked  forto  be  1476 

flfor  verrey  loue  whicH  I  to  jou  haue 

Buf  )if  3e  shuld  joure  trouthe  Saue 

Trou]»e  is  fe  hiesf  fmg  ])af  man  may  kepe 

Buf  wi]>  faif  word  he  brasf  anon  to  wepe  1480' 

And  seide  I  30U  forbede  in  peyfi  of  det& 

Thaf  neuex'  whiles  30U  haief  lif*  &  bretfi 

To  no  wi)f  telle  of*  ]^ia  cure  pcaf  uq 

As  I  may  I  mosf  my  lif  endure  1484 

Ke  make  no  countenatmce  of  beuynesse 

))af  folk*  of  jon  may  deme  harme  or  gesse 

And  for])  he  depe])  a  sqwiere  and  a  mayde 

Go])  for])  anofi  with  Dorigen  he  saide  1488 
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And  brisge))  hure  to  8uc&  a  place  anofi 

Thei  toke  her  leue  and  on  her  way  J)ei  gofi 

But*  J)ei  ne  wiste  whi  she  thider  went* 

He  nolde  no  wijf  telle  hure  entenf  1492 

[TTkete  Hnea  Jtnown  on  V 
•       •. in  the  BUetmere  US.\ 


1496 

no  gap  in  the  M8.'\ 

This  Sqwier  which  Jiaf  hi3t»  Aurelius 

On  dorigen  which  J)af  was  so  amerous  1 500 

Of  auenture  happed  hure  to  mete 

Amydde  J)e  tonne  rijt  in  J>e  qwikke  strete 

As  she  was  boune  to  goo  ]ye  way  for])  rijf 

Toward  the  gardeyn  ])er  as  she  had  hijf  1 504 

And  he  was  to  ^e  gardeyn  ward  also 

fifor  wel  he  aspied  whan  she  wolda  goo 

Out*  of  her  hous  to  eny  manure  place 

But*  Jus  fei  mette  by  auenture  or  grace  1508 

And  he  saluej)  her  wij)  glad  entente 

And  axed  of  hure  whidere  J)af  she  went* 

And  sjie  answerd  half  as  she  were  madde 

Vnto  J>e  Gardyne  as  myn  husbond  badde  1512 

My  trou]}e  forto  hold  alias  alias 

Aurelius  gan  wondere  of  ])is  cas. 

And  in  his  herf  had  grete  compassiofi 

Of  hur^  and  of  her  lamentacioii  1516 

And  of  Arueragus  fe  worJ)i  knyjt* 

]7at*  bad  hure  holde  al  J>af  she  hight^ 

So  lo))e  he  was  hys  wiff  sholde  breke  her  trou])e 

And  in  lus  hert*  he  cast*  of  ])is  grete  routhe  1520 

Consideiinge  J^e  beef  on  euery  side 

J>at*  from  his  lusf  hym  were  better  abide 

Than  dond  so  high  a  cherles  wrecchednesse 

Ajeinst*  fraunches  and  al  gentilncsse  1524 
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ffor  whicfi  in  fewe  wordes  seide  he  fuB  p«fi89,b«ck] 

Madame  aeip  to  jouie  lorde  Arueragus . 

p&V  8i))en  I  se  his  grete  gentilnesse 

To  )ou  and  eke  I  see  wel  joute  distresse  1 528 

If  )e  by  me  ahulde  broke  jonie  troupe  1530 

Certes  me  J^enke))  it*  were  grete  roQ^  [spuriouB  1529] 

I  haue  wel  leuei'  enere  to  snffire  woo 

^an  I  departe  fe  lone  ytwiz  jou  twoo  1533 

I  ^ou  rolese  madame  into  ^oure  honde 

Quite  enory  suroment*  and  euery  bonde 

That*  je  han  made  to  me  aa  here  biforfi 

IT  S4>ens  J)ilk*  tyme  ]iat*  je  were  borfl  1556 

My  troriJ>e  I  plijf  I  shal  30a  neuex'  repreef* . .  / 

Of  no  biheest*  and  here  I  take  my  leue 

As  of  pQ  trewesf  &  pQ  beste  wiff 

^f  euere  jif  I  knewe  in  al  my  liff  1540 

And  euery  wi^f  be  ware  of  hure  biheat^ 

On  Dorygen  remembrejr  at*  ]>e  leste 

Thus  can  a  squyere  don  a  gentile  dede 

As  wel  as  can  a  knyjt*  wijvoute  drede  1544 

She  ^nked  hym  ypon  hure  knees  al  bare 

And  home  Tnto  hura  husbonde  is  she  fare 

And  tolde  hym  alle  as  )e  ban  herct  me  seide 

And  be  je  siker  he  was  ful  wel  apaide  1548 

It*  were  impossible  to  write 

What*  nodep  lenger  in  ^is  cas  endite 

%  Arueragus  and  Dorigen  his  wiflf 

In  souereyn  blisse  leden  forJ>  her  lif  1555 

Neuer  afbero  was  per  anger  hem  bitwene 

He  Shershed  hure  as  ])Ouje  she  were  a  quene 

And  she  was  to  hym  trewe  for  euermore 

Of  piAe  two  folk*  je  gete  of  me  no  more  1556 

^  Aurelius  ])af  his  cost*  ha^  forlorfi 

Curse]>  ^e  tyme  )rat*  euare  he  was  borfl 

Alias  quod  he  alas  p&i^  I  bihijt* 

OS  pured  gold  a  thou8an()  pounde  of  wi3f  1560 

PETWOETH  809  (6-T.  623) 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


IX-TEZT  524 

^       oBoup  F.  §  4.  franklin's  talb.  Petworth  US. 

Tnto  J)iB  philosople  how  shal  I  doo  L»etf  i»3 

I  86  no  more  buf  ]iaf  I  am  foidoo 

Mine  heritage  most*  I  selle 

And  bene  a  begger  here  I  may  nof  dwelle  1564 

And  shamen  al  my  kynrede  in  J^is  place 

Buf  I  of  him  may  gete  better  grace 

!Buf  naj^elees  I  wil  of  hym  assaie 

Af  certeyn  dayes  jere  by  jere  to  paie  1568 

And  ))onke  him  of  his  grete  curteaie 

My  trou^  wil  I  kepe  I  wil  not*  lie 

Wi])  hertd  sore  he  go]>  ynto  his  cofre 

And  brot^te  golde  vnto  ]^is  philysophie  1572 

))e  value  of  .y.  C.  ponnde  I  gesse 

And  hym  bisecheji  of  his  gentilnesse 

To  graunte  hym  daies  of  ])e  remenat^nte 

And  saide  maistere  I  dar  wel  make  auat^nte  1576 

I  failled  neuere  of  my  trou])e  )it 

ffor  sikerly  my  dette  shal  be  quytf 

Towardes  jou  how  Jiaf  euere  I  faro 

To  goon  a  begger  in  my  kirtel  bare  1580 

Buf  wolde  9e  vouche  sauf  vpon  swerte 

Two  jere  or  ]ire  forto  respite  me 

])an  were  I  welle  for  ellis  mote  I  selle 

IT  Myn  heritage  Jier  nys  no  more  to  telle  1684 

This  Philisophre  soberly  answerde 

And  seide  ]>us  whan  he  ]iis  word  heide 

Haue  I  nof  holde  conaunte  vnto  ])e 

3is  certes  wel  aiid  trewly  quod  he  1588 

hast*  ])ou  nof  had  ^i  lady  as  ]^e  like]> 

No  no  quod  he  and  sorily  he  sike]^ 

Whaf  was  ]ie  cause  telle  me  jif  ]k>u  can 

AureHus  his  tale  anofl  bygan  1592 

And  tolde  hy?n  alle  as  je  han  herd  bifore 

If  nede])  nof  to  rehercen  if  no  more 

Ho  saide  Arueragus  of  gentUnesse 

Had  leuere  dey  in  sorowo  and  distresse  1596 
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Than  his  wif  were  of  hure  trewye  fals  v^iw, udc] 

The  soTOwe  of  doiigen  he  tolde  hym  als 

Howe  lo))e  hire  was  to  be  a  wicked  wiff 

And  ]>af  she  leaei6  ]^af  day  losf  hure  liff  1600 

And  ])af  huie  trou]>e  she  swore  ))oargh  Innocence 

She  neuere  ersf  herde  speke  of  apparence 

That* mademe  han  of  hura  so  grete  pite 

And  rijt*  as  frely  as  he  sent*  hire  me  1604 

As  freely  sent*  I  hire  to  hym  ajein 

This  is  alle  and  some  ]>er  nys  no  more  to  seyfi 

This  Philisophre  answerd  leue  broj^er 

Eoericb  of  jou  did  gentilicb  til  ojer  1609 

Thou  art*  a  sqnyere  and  he  a  knyjt* 

But*  god  forbede  for  his  blisfiil  my^t* 

But^  if  a  clerk*  couJ>e  do  a  gentile  dede 

As  wel  as  eny  of  30U  if  is  no  drede  1612 

Sit'  I  relece  ]>e  ])i  ^usand  pounde 

As  yow  ri^f  nowe  were  cropen  out*  of  f*  grounde 

Ne  neuere  er  nowe  haddesf  )rou  knowe  me 

ffor  sir'  I  nyl  not*  take  a  peny  oi  pe  1616 

ffor  al  my  craft*  and  my  travaile 

Jh)w  hast*  ypaied  wel  for  my  vitaile 

It*  is  ynowe  and  fare  wele  &  haue  good  day 

And  toke  his  hors  and  forf  he  go)r  his  way  1620^ 

IT  Lordingges  fia  questioSl  wil  I  aske  nowe 

Whicb  was  pQ  most*  free  as  penkef  )ou 

Nowe  tellejr  me  er  ))af  I  for])er  wende 

I  Can  no  more  my  tale  is  at*  an  ende  1624 

f  Thus  ende>  }e  Arankleyn  his  tale 


PSTWOETH  401  (6-T.  685) 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


GROUP  O.   FRAGMENT  VIIL 

§  1.    THE  SECOND  NUN'S  TALE. 
PETWOBTH  HS. 


\THE  PROEM.']  i<m  faVlW,  haOcI 

[No  brwOa  betwttm  tt«  ttawtat  to  t»e  MS.} 

IT  And  here  byginne]^  p^  prologe  of  ^'.  noxme 

(1) 
rrihe  mynystere  and  |>e  notice  vnto  vices  1 

J.   Which  J>at*  men  clepen  in  englissh  ydelnesse 
The  porter  of  pe  gate  is  of  delices 

To  eschewe  and  by  her  contrary  hure  oppresse  4 

fat*  is  to  sayn  by  leeful  bysynesse 
Wei  oujt*  we  to  dofi  our  entenf 
Lest*  ])af  pQ  feen<)  ]iorgh  ydelnesse  va  shent*        peaf  i9i]     7 

(2) 

For  he  ])af  wip  his  J^ousande  cordes  sclije  8 

Continuelly  ys  waitej  to  be-clappe 

AVlian  he  may  man  in  ydelnesse  aspie 

He  can  so  li^tly  cacche  him  in  his  trappe  1 1 

Til  fat*  a  man  be  hent*  ri3t*  by  f e  lappe 

He  nys  nat*  ware  J)e  fende  haj)  hym  on  honci 

wel  oujf  vs  worch  and  ydelnesse  wij^stond  14 

(3) 

And  ]}0U3e  men  dradden  neuere  foito  deye  15 

3 if  seen  men  wel  by  resoun  doutelees 

That*  ydelnesse  is  roten  scloggardye 

Of  whiche  J)er  neuere  commeth  non  encrees  18 

And  Bipens  fat*  sclouth  huie  holde))  in  a  lees 

Only  to  sclepe  and  forto  ete  and  drinke 

And  to  devouren  alle  fat*  opere  swynke  21 
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(4) 
And  forto  putten  vs  from  eucli  ydelnesse  22 

That*  cause  is  of  pe  grete  confusiofi 
I  haue  hero  done  my  feijjful  bysynesse 
Aftere  J>e  legende  in  translacion  25 

Ei3f  of  J)i  glorious  lif  and  passiofl 
Thow  wij)  J)i  garlond  wroujf  of  rooses  and  lilie 
The  mene  I  maiden  and  martei'  seinf  Cicile  28 

(5) 
And  J)ou  J>af  flonie  of  virgynes  art*  alia  29 

Of  whom  Jat*  Bamaid  lust*  so  wel  to  write 
To  J)e  af  my  bygynnyng*  fursf  I  calle 
Thou  comforte  of  vs  wrecches  do  me  endite  32 

pme  maidens  de])  J)at*  was  J)OTg&  J>i  merite 
J)e  eternal  lif  and  of  fe  feende  victorie 
Gertes  men  may  aftere  reden  in  his  stone  35 

(6) 
Thow  maiden  and  modere  doujtei'  of  J>*  sone  36 

Thow  welle  of  mercy  synful  soules  cure 
In  whom  f  af  god  for  bounte  chees  to  wone^        V  won©  /o/^r] 
Thowe  humble  and  hegh  ouere  eiuery  creature  39 

Thou  nobledest*  so  ferre  ourc  nature 
Ihaf  no  desdeyn  pe  maker  had  of  kynde 
His  sone  in  blood  and  flessh  to  clo])  and  wynde  42 

(7) 
WiJ>-Inne  Je  cloystere  blisfol  of  pi  sidys      [i«f  i9i,bwk]     43 
Toke  mannys  shappe  ^e  eteme  loue  and  pecs 
puff  of  J>e  trynie  compas  lorde  and  gide  es 
Whom  erje  and  see  and  heuene  wij)  out*  relees  46 

Ay  heryen  and  fou  virgyne  wemlees 
Bare  of  J>i  body  and  dwellesf  maiden  pure 
f  e  creatour  of  euery  creature  49 
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(8) 
Assembled  is  in  )»e  magnificence  50 

Wi]i  mercy  goodnesse  and  sucfi  pite 
That<  fon  arte  ^e  Sonne  of  excellence 
Noujt*  only  helpesf  hem  ^at*  preien  pe  53 

Buf  oftetyme  of  Ji  benignyte 
fful  fi^ly  er  Jutf  men  ])ine  helpe  bisecha 
^ow  goosf  byfom  and  art*  her  lyues  lecho  56 

(9) 
Tow  helpe  pon  meke  and  blisful  faire  maide  57 

Me  flemed  wrecK  in  J^is  deserte  of  galle 
Thenk*  on  }e  womman  Canane  ]iat*  saide 
^f  whelpes  eten  somTne  of  pe  crommes  alle  60 

]iaf  from  her  lordis  table  bene  yfalle 
And  ]>ou3e  pa,i?  I  pe  vnvroTpi  sone  of  Eue 
Be  sinful  jit*  accepte  my  bileue  63 

(10) 

And  for  J^at*  feif  is  dede  wi^ut*  werkes  64 

So  for  to  worchen  3eue  me  witte  and  space 

p&tf  I  be  quytte  from  place  pat  most*  derk*  es 

O  ]>ou  p&if  art*  so  fiure  and  so  fill  of  grace  67 

Be  myne  aduocate  in  so  higti  a  place 

Ther  as  wi]>-ouf  ende  is  songe  Osanna 

^ou  cristes  moder  and  dou3ter  of  Anna  70 

(11) 

And  of  ]^i  lijt*  my  sonle  in  prison  lijt*  71 

^at*  troubled  is  by  pe  contagion 

Of  my  body  and  also  by  Je  wijt* 

Of  erplj  lu8t»  and  fals  affectioft  74 

O  heuene  o.  refute  .o  saluaciofi 

Of  hem  ^af  bene  in  sorowe  and  in  distresse 

Nowe  helpe  f  for  to  my  werk*  I  wil  me  dresse  77 
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(12) 

3it«  prey  I  )ou  J>af  reden  faf  I  write  78 

ffoiyeue}^  me  ^at*  I  doo  no  diligence  [leaf  mj 

J»is  ilk  stone  subtely  to  endite 

for  bojr  haue  I  pe  wordys  and  pe  sentence  81 

Of  hem  fat*  af  8ey[n]tes  reuerence 

fe  stone  wroof  and  folowen  her  legende 

And  piei  30a  ^t*  je  wil  my  werk  amende  '  84 

(13)  [THE  TALE.] 

Fiisl^  wolde  I  30U  J»e  name  of  seinf  Cicile  86 

Exponne  as  men  in  her  stories  see 

If  is  to  saye  in  engelisshe  heuenes  lilie 

ffor  pure  chaastnesse  of  viiginite  88 

Oi^r  for  she  witnesse  had  of  honeste 

Of  grene  of  consciens  and  of  good  fame 

The  swote  sauoure  lilie  was  hvae  name  91 

(14) 

Oyjrere  Cicile  is  to  say  pe  way  to  blynde  92 

ffoT  she  ensample  was  by  good  techinge 

Or  ellis  Cicile  as  I  writen  fynde 

Is  ioyned  by  a  manere  conioynynge  95 

Of  henene  and  lya  and  hier  in  figur3mge 

]>e  heuene  is  sette  for  Jroi^f  of  holynesse 

And  lya  for  hare  lastinge  bisynesse  98 

(15) 

Cicile  maye  eke  be  seide  in  pia  manere  99 

Wantyng*  of  blyndenesse  for  hure  grete  lijf 

Of  sapience  and  of  her  thewes  clere 

Oi]»er  ellis  loo  fia  maidens  name  bri^t*  102 

Of  heuene  and  leos  commep  for  which  by  ii)if 

Men  myjt*  pe  heuene  of  puple  hure  calle 

Ensample  of  good  and  wise  werkes  alle  105 
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(16) 
For  leos  puple  in  englissh  is  to  say  lOQ 

And  rijf  as  men  may  in  ])e  heueTi  see 
The  Sonne  and  mone  and  fe  sterres  euery  way 
Ri^t  so  [men]  goostly  in  fia  maiden  fre  109 

Seen  Je  feij  of  magnificence 
And  eke  of  lielpe  and  of  sapience 
And  sondry  werkes  brijt*  of  excellence  112 

(17) 
And  lijf  as  p\ae  philisophres  write  113 

]^at*  heuene  is  swiff  rounde  ayid  brennynge 
Ei3t*  80  was  faire  Cicile  ])0  white  cieafue>b«ck] 

fful  swiff  and  bisy  euere  in  werkinge  116 

And  rounde  and  bool  in  good  perseuerjnge 
And  brenne  euere  in  cbarite  lijf 
Kow  baue  I  declared  30U  wbaf  she  hi3f  119 

%  Thus  endejr  ]>e  prologe  /  &  here  hjgjimep  ])*  .ij  nonnes 
tale 

(18) 

This  maiden  brijf  Cicile  as  hure  lif  sai]>       IT  pe  tale ./ 
was  commen  of  Eomaynes  and  of  noble  kynde 
And  so  for])e  fostred  vp  in  pe  fai]> 
Of  crtste  and  bare  hys  gospel  in  her  mynde  123 

She  neuere  sesed  as  I  writen  fynde 
Of  hure  preiere  and  god  to  loue  and  diede 
Bisechinge  hym  to  kepe  her  maidenhede  126 

(19) 
And  whan  ])ia  maiden  shulc)  Tnto  a  man  127 

ywedded  be  ])af  was  ful  jenge  of  age 
Thaf  ycleped  was  valirian 

And  fe  day  was  co77imen  of  hure  mariage  130 

She  fille  deuoute  and  humble  in  her  corage 
Vndere  hure  Eobe  of  gold  faf  saf  ful  faire 
And  nexf  hure  flessli  yclad  was  in  an  haire  133 
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(20) 
And  while  }e  Orgels  maden  melodie  134 

To  god  allone  fua  in  hert*  songe  she 
0  lorde  my  saule  and  eke  my  body  gie 
Vnwemmed  lest*  faf  I  confounded  be ,  137 

And  for  his  lone  ])af  dyed  on  a  tree 
Euery  secounde  or  ^ndc^e^  day  she  fast?  pus.iu.] 

Ay  bidynge  in  here  orisons  fill  fast*  HO 

(21) 

The  nyght*  come  and  to  bed  she  mosl^  goofl  141 

Wi])  hure  husbonde  as  af  ten  is  pQ  manere 
And  pnuely  she  seide  an5n 

0  swete  and  welbiloued  spouse  dere  144 
fet  is  a  counsaile  and  ^e  wold  if  here 

Which  fat*  ri3t*  fayn  I  wolde  ynto  30U  seien 

So  ])at*  je  me  assured  it*  noujt*  bywreien  147. 

(22) 

Yaleryan  gan  fast*  ynto  hnre  swere  148 
])at*  for  no  caas  ne  f  Inge  ])at*  myjt*  be 

He  shold  for  no  finge  neuere  bewrien  here  [leaf  im] 

And  ])an  at*  arst*  ]>us  to  hym  seide  she  151 

1  haue  an  aungeti  which  f  af  louef  me 

]>af  wi])  grete  loue  whedere  I  wake  or  slepe 

Ifi  redy  ay  my  body  forto  kepe  154 

(23) 

4nd  jtf  ]>af  je  may  felen  ouf  of  drede  155 

])af  30  wil  30U  goueme  no  ])inge  amys 

He  wil  30U  saue  and  kepe  to  30  be  dede 

ffor  3oure  clene  lyuyng*  &  3oure  goodnesse  158 

And  bring*  30U  strei3te  into  heuene  blesse 

He  wol  30U  louQ  as  me  for  30ure  dennesse 

^\.n4  schewen  30U  of  his  loye  and  his  bri3tnes8e  IGl 
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-       (24) 
Valerian  corrected  as  god  wolde  162 

Answerde  ajein  if  I  shal  trust*  to  ])e 
laf  me  y&V  aungel  se  and  hjin  biholde 
And  jif  ])af  if  a  yerrei  aungel  be  165 

pBB.  wil  I  done  as  ])ou  hasf  preide  me 
IT  And  jif  ])ou  lone  ano]»er  man  ])an  me 
rijf  wif  f is  swerde  I  wil  slee  jou  bofe  168 

(26) 

Cicile  Answerde  anone  in  ])is  wise  169 

And  if  jou  lusf  ]»af  aungel  sliul  ^e  see 

So  ]»af  je  trowe  on  crtste  and  )ou  baptise 

6o>  for^  to  Yia  Apia  quod  sbe  '  172 

yaif  from  pis  toune  ne  stant*  but*  myles  ])re 

And  to  pe  pore  folk*  ])af  ]>ere  dwelle 

Say  hem  ri^f  ^us  as  ^af  I  sbal  ;oa  telle  175 

(26)' 

Say  )>af  I  Gicilie  30U  to  hem  sent*  176 

To  shewe  30U  ])e  good  vrban  )w  olde 

ffor  secte  nedes  and  for  good  entente 

And  whan  ])af  ^e  seinf  Vrban  ban  byholda  179 

Telle  him  Jye  wordes  wbicH  I  to  30U  toldd 

And  whan  ])af  he  haf  purged  30U  ho  synne 

^an  shul  je  seen  ^af  aungel  er  30  twynne  182 

(27) 
Valerian  is  to  ^t  place  ygon  183 

And  ri^f  as  hym  was  tau3f  by  his  lumynge 
He  fonde  ^is  holy  Yrban  anofi ./ 

Amonge  ^ise  seintes  buriels  lowtynge       titarin,tadk]     186 
And  he  anoli  wi]H>ut*  tariynge 
Did  his  massage  and  whan  he  had  [it]  tolde 
Yrban  for  ioye  gan  his  hondes  vp  holde  189 
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(28) 
The  teeree  from  hla  eien  lete  he  falle  190 

Almyjtj  god  o  Ihera  crisf  quod  he 
Sowere  of  chaast^  connsaile  &  hexde  of  yb  alle 
The  frujte  of  fUke  seede  of  chaastite  193 

y&V  ]k)u  haste  sawe  in  cicile  take  to  fee 
Loo  like  a  bisy  bee  wi]H)ut«  gile 
}e  serueth  ay  ^ine  owne  thialle  Cicile  196 

(29) 

For  ])ilk  spouse  ^t*  she  toke  but*  nowe  197 

fful  like  a  force  leon  she  seiide]»  here 

As  meke  as  eny  lombe  was  to  30U ' 

And  wi^  ^af  worde  anoik  fer  gan  apere  200 

An  olde  man  clad  wi^  white  clo))es  clere 

And  had  a  boke  wi^  la^^res  of  golde  in  honde 

And  gan  bifome  Valerian  stonde  203 

(30) 
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And  on  his  boke  fus  he  gan  to  rede 

Co  lord  00  feij  00  god  wif-oute  moo  207 

Of  crtstendome  and  fadere  of  all  also . 

Abouen  aUe  and  oueral  euery  where 

^ise  wordes  al  wi]»  gold  [yjwriten  were  210 

(31) 

Whan  ^is  was  radde  ])af  seide  ^is  olde  man  211 
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I  ne  recche  non3l^  what*  wronge  ]Mtf  ])ou  me  profre  Of^vr,  Uc] 

ffor  I  can  sof&e  if  as  a  philosofre  490 

(71) 
But*  ]»ilk*  wronges  may  I  naf  endure  491 

^at*  ^on  spekesf  of  onie  goddee  here  qtiod  he 
Cicele  answerde  oo  nyce  creature 

^w  seidest  no  word  si^  ^on  spekesf  to  me  494 

^af  I  ne  knewe  perwip  ])i  nycete 
And  ^af  ]K>we  were  in  enery  manei*  wise 
A  lewde  officere  and  a  veyn  Instiae  497 
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(72) 

Ther  lackef  no  ^inge  to  |>me  vtter  eyen  498 

^af  fou  narf  blynde  for  ^ing*  ]yat*  we  seen  alle 

]»af  is  a  stone  ^f  men  may  wel  aspien 

Thaf  ilk^  stoon  a  god  pou  wolf  it*  calle  501 

I  lede  ]>e  laf  ^ine  li[ond]  vppon  if  MLe 

And  taasf  if  wel  and  stoon  ^ou  shalf  if  fynde 

Si^  ]Mtf  povL  seesf  if  naf  wi))  Jyine  eyen  blynde  504 

(73) 

If  la  a  shame  ])af  ye  puple  shal  505 

So  scome  ]>e  and  lau^e  af  fi  foly 

ffor  comonly  wommen  wote  if .  w^  onenA 

Thaf  myjty  god  is  in  heuene  hie  508 

And  Jyise  ymages  wel  ^an  maisf  fou  spie 

To  pe  ne  to  hem  self  may  pei  naf  profite 

And  in  her  e£fecte  pei  bene  naf  worth  a  myte  511 

(74) 

Thise  and  sncli  o))6r  woides  saide  She  512 

And  he  wexe  wtoo]>  and  bad  she  shuld  be  lede 

home  to  her  hous  and  in  her  hons  quod  he 

Brenne  hare  in  a  fnyre  wi]»  flawmes  rede  515 

And  as  he  bad  ryjf  so  was  done  ]>e  dede 

And  in  a  bath .  ^ei  gan  hare  fasf  shetten 

And  nyghf  and  day  grete  fnyre  vnder  ^ei  maden         518 

(76) 

Al  pe  longe  ny^f  and  eke  fe  day  also  519 

ffor  al  Jye  fuyre  and  eke  fe  baj^es  hete 

She  satte  al  colde  and  felf  of  if  no  woo 

Ne  made  hnre  a  drope  non3f  forto  swete  523 

Buf  in  Jyaf  bath  her  lif  She  mosf  lete 

ffor  he  Almachie  wi])  fol  wicked  entenf 

To  scleen  hure  in  pe  bath  his  sonde  senf  /  ciMLri98] 
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(76) 
Thxe  strokes  in  pe  nekke  be  smote  hvae  ])Oo  526 

The  tuimentour  bnf  for  no  manere  cbaunce 
He  my3f  not*  smyten  al  her  necke  a  two 
And  for  ^r  was  Jaf  tyme  an  ordynawnce  529 

That*  none  shuld  to  no  man  do  sucll  penaunce 
^  fer]>e  stroke  to  smyten  soff  or  sore 
This  turmentour  ne  durst*  do  no  more .  532 

(77) 
Buf  half  dede  wi^  her  necke  yeomen  ^ere  533 

He  laff  hare  lye  and  on  his  waye  he  went* 
]>e  Cristen  folk*  which  aboute  hxue  were 
Wi])  shetes  home  fill  faire  hure  hente  536 

Thre  daies  lyned  she  in  ])is  torment* 
And  nenere  cesed  hem  ^e  fei^  to  teche 
Whom  she  had  fostred  hem  she  gan  to  preche  539 

(78) 
And  hem  she  jaf  her  meueables  and  her  ])inge  540 

And  to  ]^  pope  Yrban  bytoke  hem  ])oo 
And  saide  ]>as  I  asked  |yis  of  heuene  kynge 
To  ban  respite .  fie  daies  and  no  moo  543 

To  recomaunde  to  jon  er  ^at*  I  goo 
Thise  soules  loo  f  aiid  ])at*  I  myjt*  to  wirche 
Here  of  myn  hous  perpetuelly  a  chirche  546 

(79) 
S£ynf  Vrban  wijy  his  dekeues  pnuely  547 

The  body  fette  and  bnried  if  by  nyjt* 
Amonge  his  o])er  seintes  honestly 

Hwie  hous  ]>e  churche  of  seinf  Cicile  hi^f  550 

Seint*  Yrban  halawed  if  as  he  wel  my^f 
In  ]»e  which  into  ^is  daye  in  noble  wise 
Men  done  to  crisf  and  to  his  seinte  servise  .  553 

^  fUA  endtt  pe  tale  of  pe  seoonnde  nonne 
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Dwit^fuQ    f  The  prdage  • 

And  liere  bygynne^  yB  prologe  of  ^e  ehanomis  ^eman 

,  ended  was  pe  lif  of  seinte  Cecile 
Er  we  fully  had  ryden  five  myle 
An  boghton  vnder  ]>e  ble  vs  gan  a  take 
A  man  ]>at*  clo]>ed  was  in  cloj^es  blake  557 

And  ynder  ]»af  he  had  a  white  snrplis . 
His  hakeney  paV  was  so  pomel  gris  [iMfisB^bMk] 

So  swete  ]>at*  if  wondeie  was  to  see 

If  semed  he  had  prikked  myles  ]>re  561 

pe  hors  eke  ]Mtf  his  jeman  lode  vpofi 
So  swette  ^af  vnnej^es  my3f  he  gofi 
Aboute  pe  peitreH  stood  pe  foom  ful  hie 
He  was  of  fome  al  flekked  as  a  pie  565 

A  male  twifolde  on  his  cropour  laye 
If  semed  ])af  he  caried  litel  araye 
Al  li3f  for  somer  roode  p\a  wor]>i  man  / 
And  in  myn  herte  wondie  I  bygan  569 

Whaf  ]>af  he  was  til  I  yndeistode 
How  ]>af  his  cloke  was  sewed  to  his  hode 
fifor  whic&  whan  I  longe  had  avised  me 
I  demed  hym  some  chanofi  forto  be  573 

His  hatte  honge  af  his  bak*  doune  by  a  laas 
ffor  he  had  lyden  more  ]>an  trotte  or  paas 
He  had  aye  prikked  like  as  he  were  wood 
A  clote  leef  he  had  vnder  his  hode  577 

ffor  Bwote  and  forto  kepe  his  hede  from  hete 
Buf  if  was  ioye  forto  seen  hy7»  swete 
His  forhede  dropped  as  a  Stillatorie 
Were  ful  of  planteyne  and  of  Pyritorie  581 
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And  whan  ]»at*  he  came  he  gan  to  crie  582 

God  sane  quod  he  piB  lolj  companye 

£Ea8f  haue  I  piikked  quod  he  for  ^ouie  sake 

Because  ]>at*  I  wolde  }ou  ouertake  586 

To  lyden  in  fiB  meiy  company 

His  jeman  eke  was  fill  of  curtefiie 

And  sines  now  in  |»e  moiowe  tide 

Ont^  of  jonie  ostelrie  I  s^^  30*  ride  589 

And  warned  here  my  lorde  and  my  souereyft 

Which  ])at*  to  ride  wi]>  jou  is  fnl  &yfl 

ffor  his  disporte  he  lone]>  daliaunoe 

fbende  for  pi  warnyng*  god  jeue  ]>e  good  channce  593 

Beide  onre  hoste  certes  it<  wolde  seme 

Thi  lorde  were  wise  and  so  I  may  wel  deme  OMf  iw] 

He  is  ful  iocounde  also  dar  I  lay 

Can  he  oujf  telle  a  meiy  tale  or  twaye  597 

Wi]>  whidi  he  glade  may  ]>is  company 

Who  sir*  my  lord  f  je  3e  wiJ)-oaten  lie 

He  can  of  mertH  and  eke  of  lolite 

And  ^af  ynoruje  also  sii'  tresteth  me  601 

And  )e  hym  knewe  as  wel  as  do  I 

3e  wolde  wonder  howe  wel  and  thriftelie 

He  coa]>e  worche  and  ]>af  in  sondiy  wise 

He  ha]>  take  on  hym  mony  sondiy  aprise  605 

Which  were  ful  haicl  for  eny  ]>af  is  here 

To  bringe  aboute  but*  pQi  of  hym  if  lere 

Ab  homely  as  he  ritte  amonge  jou 

If  )e  hym  knewe  if  wolde  be  jour  prowe  609 

3e  nolde  naf  foigofi  his  aqueyntaunce 

ffor  mochel  good  I  dar  laie  in  balaunce 

Att  ^af  I  haue  in  myn  possession 

He  is  a  man  of  hije  discrecioii  613 

I  wame  jowe  wel  he  is  a  passing*  man 

Wel  kope  ovuf  hoosf  I  prey  pe  telle  me  ^an 

Is  he  Clerk*  or  noon  telle  whaf  he  is 

JSTay  he  is  gretter  ^an  a  clerk*  ywis  617 
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Seide  pe  jeman  and  in  woordes  fewe  618 

Oost*  of  his  craft'  somwhat*  I  wil  )oa  ahewe 

I  sale  my  lorde  can  sucH  a  sotilte 

Buf  e&  his  craft*  ^e  may  not*  wif  at  me  621 

And  Somwhaf  helpe  I  jif  to  his  worchinge 

^f  al  ]>is  grounde  whidi  ]Mtf  we  ben  on  ridynge 

Til  ]>at*  we  come  to  caunterbeiye  toufi 

He  coude  al  clere  tome  vp  so  doon  625 

And  pane  it*  al  of  silnei'  and  of  golde 

And  whan  fia  jeman  had  fua  ytolde 

Ynto  onre  hooste  he  seide  Benedicite 

This  ]»ing*  is  wonder  menrelous  to  me  629 

Sirens  ]>af  pi  lord  is  of  so  hi^e  prudence 

Bycause  of  whicH  men  shulde  hym  reueience      [ImT  im.  \mk] 

pa,V  of  his  worship  rekke]>  he  so  lite 

His  ouersclope  nys  naf  wor]i  a  myte  633 

As  in  effecte  to  him  as  mof  I  goo/ 

It*  is  al  baudy  and  to-tore  also 

Whi  is  pi  lord  so  scluttish  I  J^e  prey 

And  is  of  power*  better  clofes  to  beye  637 

If  ]>af  his  dede  accords  wi]>  ]>i  spechd 

Telle  me  p&V  1  pe  biseche 

Whi  quod  pia  ^eman  wherto  aske  ^e  me 

God  helpe  me  so  for  he  shal  neu^e  the  641 

But*  I  wil  nat*  avowe  Jjaf  I  say 

And  ]>ezfore  kepe  if  secre  I  )ou  pray 

He  is  to  wise  in  fei]>  as  I  bileue 

That*  |»f  is  ouerdone  if  nyl  nof  preue  646 

And  rijf  as  clerkes  seyn  if  is  a  vice 

wherfore  in  ps,V  I  holde  hym  lewde  and  nyce 

ffor  whan  a  man  ha))  ouer  grete  a  witte 

ffvl  often  if  happe]>  to  misusen  if  649 

So  do]>  my  lor(}  and  ^af  me  greue]>  sore 

God  if  amende  I  can  seye  now  no  more 

Therof  no  fors  good  jeman  quod  our  hoosf 

SyJ)  of  pe  konyng*  of  Ji  lor<J  pon  wosf  653 
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Telle  howe  lie  do]>  I  prey  ]>e  hertely  654 

Si]>]yes  ]>at*  he  is  so  ciafby  and  so  scly 

Where  dwellen  ^e  if  it*  to  telle  be 

In  fe  Subarbes  of  a  toune  quod  he  657 

Lurkynge  in  hemes  and  in  lanes  blynde 

Where  fiae  Robbeis  and  ]>eues  be  kynde 

Holden  her  p*rve  feerfiil  residence 

As  fei  ysAf  dar  nof  shewen  her  presence  661 

So  fare  we  if  I  shal  say  ]>e  so^e 

^it*  quod  [our]  oste  laf  me  talke  to  the 

Why  arf  ]k)u  discolowred  on  ]>i  face 

Petei'  quod  he  god  jene  if  harde  grace  665 

I  am  so  Ysed  ]>e  fire  to  blowe 

Thaf  if  ha]>  chaunged  my  coloui*  as  I  trowe  [leaf  soo] 

I  ne  am  nof  wonie  in  no  myrour  to  prie 

£uf  swynkf  sore  and  lerne  to  multiplie  669 

We  Blundren  euere  and  powren  in  ]>e  fire 

And  for  alle  ]>af  we  faillen  of  our  desire 

ffor  euere  we  lacken  our  conclusiofi 

To  moche  folk*  we  bene  buf  illusiofi  673 

And  borowe  golde  be  if  a  pound!  or  twoo 

Or  ten  or  twelue  or  mony  sommes  moo 

And  make  hem  wenen  at  the  leesf  wey 

f  af  of  a  pounde  we  cowde  make  twey  677 

3if  is  if  fals  and  ay  we  han  good  hope 

If  forto  doon  and  aftere  if  we  grope 

Buf  ]>af  science  is  so  fer  vs  biforne 

We  mowe  nof  alle  ^ou^e  we  had  if  swoma  681 

If  onertake  if  sUtf  away  so  fosf 

It  wil  vs  make  beggers  af  ])e  lasf 

fe  whiles  ]>is  jeman  was  ^us  in  his  talkyng* 

This  Chanofl  drowe  hym  nere  and  herd  al  ]>inge  685 

Which  ]>af  ^is  3em[an]  spake  for  suspecion 

IT  Of  mennys  speche  euere  had  ]>is  chanoft 

ffor  Caton  6ei]>  he  ^af  gilty  is 

Deme^  al  ]>inge  be  spoke  of  hym  ywis  689 
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By  cause  of  J»af  he  gan  8o  nyje  to  drawe  690 

HiB  jeman  ysAf  herd  alle  his  sawe 

And  ])us  he  seide  vnto  his  ^eman  )k)0 

Holde  now  fi  pees  and  speke  no  woides  moo  693 

£for  if  )K)we  doo  ])u  shall^  if  dere  aby 

]>ow  sclaunderesf  me  here  in  ]>is  company 

And  eke  diskenerest  fsAf  pon  shuldesf  hide 

je  quod  oure  hoosf  telle  on  whaf  so  betide  697 

Of  al  pJB  ]>retynge  rech  fe  nof  a  myte 

In  fei]>  quod  he  no  moore  I  doo  buf  lite 

And  whan  piB  chanon  segh  if  wolcl  nat  be 

Buf  ])af  his  jeman  wolde  telle  his  pnuete  701 

He  fledde  a-way  for  verrey  sorowe  and  shame 

A  quod  the  ^eman  here  shal  arise  a  game  ciMffM,bMk] 

AH  ]>af  I  can  anoii  wil  I  telle 

Si]>ens  he  is  goon  fe  foule  fende  hym  quelle  705 

ffor  neuere  here  aftei'  wil  I  wi^  hym  mete 

ffor  peny  ne  for  pounde  I  30U  bihete 

He  ])af  me  broi^f  forsf  Tnto  ])af  game 

Er  ]>af  he  dye  sorowe  haue  he  and  shame  709 

ffor  if  it  is  emesf  to  me  by  my  fei]>e 

^af  fele  I  wele  whaf  so  eny  man  8ei]>e 

&  jif  for  all  my  smerte  and  al  my  greff 

ffor  al  my  sorowe .  labour  and  meschieff  713 

I  kou]>e  neuere  leue  if  in  no  wise 

Now  wold  god  my  wittes  myjf  suflSse 

To  tellen  al  ]>af  longen  to  ])af  arf 

Buf  naj>eles  jif  wil  I  telle  jowe  parf  717 

Sipena  faf  my  lorde  is  goon  T  wil  nof  spare 

Such  finge  as  I  knowe  I  wil  declare 

%  Thna  endej)  pe  prologe  of  pe  ohanons  ^eman 
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ifmititfWKback^    ft  here  hjgjjmty  ]i*  tale 
[THE  PREAMBLE.] 

Wit&  }ia  chanon  [I]  dwelt**  haae  seuene  )6re    f  The 
And  of  his  science  am  I  neuer  J>e  nere       ^®  v 
Al  ]>af  I  had  I  haue  ylo8t;<  perhj 
And  god  woo  so  han  many  moo  ]>an  I 
Ther  I  was  wonte  to  be  rijf  fressh  atid  gay 
Qf  clo]>inge  and  of  good  aray  725 

Kow  may  I  were  an  hose  ypon  myne  heued 
And  where  my  colouie  was  boJ>  fire^  and  lede 
Now  is  if  wan  and  of  a  lewde  hwo 

Who  so  it*  Ysep  sore  shal  he  rwe  729 

And  of  my  swynk  jif  blered  is  myn  ye 
Loo  suche  auat^ntage  if  is  to  multiplie 
Thaf  sclydinge  science  h&f  me  made  so  bale 
That*  I  haue  no  good  wher  so  euer  y  faxe  733 

And  jif  am  I  endetted  so  perhy 
Of  golde  ]>af  I  haue  borowed  trewly 
That*  whil  I  lyve  I  shal  if  quite  neueie 
Laf  euery  man  be  ware  by  me  for  euere  737 

Whaf  manei'  man  ]>af  caate]>  hym  ^erto  [leiif  mi] 

If  he  contynue  I  holde  his  thriff  ydo 
ffor  so  helpe  me  god  ^erby  shal  he  naf  wynne 
Buf  empty  his  purs  and  make  his  wyttes  ]>inne  741 

And  whan  he  thorgh  his  madnesse  and  folye 
Ha))  losf  his  owne  good  ]>oigh  lopardye 
]>an  he  excite])  o]>er  men  perto 

To  lese  her  good  as  hym  self  ha]>  doo  /  74$ 

ffor  to  shrewes  loies  if  is  an  ese 
To  haue  her  felawes  in  peyn  and  dissese 
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Thus  was  I  ones  lemed  of  a  clerk* 

Of  ya,V  no  chaige  I  wil  speke  of  ooi^  werb  749 

Whan  we  bene  ^eie  as  we  shol  exercise 

Ouie  elueesli  ciafb  we  seme  wondei'  wise 

Our  teermes  bene  so  dergial  and  so  queyi^te 

1  blowe  pe  fyre  tdl  Jwti*  myn  herf  feynte  763 

What*  shulcl  I  telle  eche  proporcioA 

Of  ]>ingges  wbicli  ]»at  we  woicben  Tpon 

As  on  .Y;  or  .yj.  vnces  may  wel  be 

Of  Siluere  or  of  som  o]>er  quantito  767 

And  bisy  me  to  telle  )ou  ^e  names 

Of  Oipyment*.  brenf  bonys  yren .  squames 

Thatt  into  powdere  grounden  bene  f ul  smatt 

And  in  an  erthen  pof  howe  ^af  pitte  is  alle  ^761 

And  sall^  ypitte  In .  and  also  paupere 

Byfore  ^ise  powdres  pa,V  I  speke  of  here 

And  wel  ykeuered  wip  a  laumpe  of  glas 

And  of  moche  o^  ^inge  what*  per  was  765 

And  of  the  potte  and  glas  englutynge 

Thaf  of  pe  eyre  my^f  passe  no  ]>inge 

And  of  pe  £sy  fire  and  smerf  also 

iWhich  ]»af  was  made  and  of  the  care  and  woo  769 

Thaf  we  had  in  our  maters  sublymynge 

And  in  amalgamynge  and  calcenynge 

Of  quik  siluere  ycleped  Mercurie  crude 

ffor  aH  oure  sdeightes  we  can  not*  conclude  773 

Our  orpymenf  and  sublymed  Mercurye  [i«if  mi,  teok] 

Our  grounde  litaige  eke  on  pe  porphirie 

Of  eche  of  ^ise  of  vnces  a  certeyfl 

Kaf  helpe]>.  vs  oure  labour  is  in  veyll  777 

Ne  eke  oure  spirites  assencioun 

Ke  eke  our  maters  ]>at*  lyen  al  fixe  Srdoun 

Mowen  in  oure  worchinge  no  ^ing*  vs  availe 

ffo^  lost*  is  al  our  laboure  ajid  tiavaile  781 

And  aii:  pe  cosf  on  twenty  deuel  weye 

Is  losf  also  whiche  we  vpon  it!  laye 
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Ther  is  also  xnony  a  nother  ])mg 

Thaf  is  fco  our  craft*  appartenynge  785 

]K>i]^e  I  by  oideie  hem  here  ne  reherce  kan 

Because  ]yat*  I  am  a  lewde  man 

jif  wil  I  telle  hem  as  ^i  come  to  mynde 

poxL^e  I  ne  can  sette  hem  in  her  kynde  789 

As  boole  armon3rak .  verdegrees .  boras 

And  sondiy  vessels  made  of  er^e  and  glas 

Om'  Trynales  and  oui'  dyscensories 

Violles  Creseletys .  and  sublimatories  793 

Concurbites  and  alembykes  eke 

And  ojyer  suche  dere  ynowe  a  leke 

Kat*  nedep  if  to  rehersen  hem  alle 

.Waters  rabyfyinge  aiid  holies  galle  •  797 

Arsenyke  sal  armonyak  and  brymstofi 

And  herbes  coude  I  telle  eke  mony  ofl 

As  Egrymoyn  Valerian  and  lunarie 

And  opet  audi  ^if  ]>af  me  list*  tarle  801 

Oar'  lampes  brennyng*  bo]>  nyjf  and  day 

To  bringe  about*  our  craft*  ^if  ]>at*  we  may 

Our  fumayes  eke  of  Calcynaciofi 

And  of  waters  albificaciofi  805 

Vnslekked  lyme.  Chalk  and  gleire  of  an  ey 

Powders  divers .  Ashes .  dunge .  pisse .  and  cley 

Sered  pockette^ .  sal  peter' .  and  vitnole 

And  dyuers  fires  made  of  wode  and  Cole  809 

Salt  tartre.  alcalie  and  salt*  pr^parate  [ktf  mj 

And  combust*  maters  and  coagulate 

Cley  made  wip  horses  or  mannys  here  and  oyle 

Of  TarUre .  alem  glas  berme  wort*  &  argoille  818 

Bysalgere  and  ofere  mateers  enbykinge 

And  eke  of  oure  mateers  encorporinge 

And  of  [our]  Siluer*  citrinacioA 

Our  sementynge  and  fermentacioii  817 

Our  ingotes  testes  and  mony  moo  / 

I  wil  ^ou  telle  as  was  me  taujf  also 
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^e  four  spirites  and  pe  bodiee  seuene 

By  ordre  oft*  as  I  heid  my  lord  hem  neuoae  821 

The  first*,  spirif  quyk-siluere  cleped  is 

fe  Secounde  oipymenl^  pe  thrid^  ywis  pMsiq] 

Sal  Armonyak  and  ]>e  fer]>  biemstone 

y^  bodies  seuene  eke  lo  hem  here  anoA  825 

Sol  gold  is  and  luna  siluer  we  threpe 

Mars .  yren  Mdrcorie  quyksiluei'  we  clepe 

Satumus  lede .  and  lubiter  is  tynne 

And  Venus  Copei^  be  my  fadere  kynne  829 

This  cursed  craft*  who  so  wil  ez^rdse 

He  shal  no  good  han  ^af  may  hym  soffise 

ffor  al  ]ie  good  he  spende]>  ^er-abonte 

He  lese  shal  ]>erof  hane  I  no  donte  %tA 

Who  so  ]>af  list  to  oaten  his  foly 

Lat*  hym  come  for^  and  leme  forto  mnltiplie 

And  enery  man  ]>af  ha]>  ou;f  in  his  cofte 

Lat*  [him]  apere  and  weze  a  philosofre  837 

Ascaunce  ^at*  craft*  is  so  li^t*  to  lere 

Nay  nay  god  wote  al  be  he  monke  or  frere 

Preesf  chanon  or  eny  o\er  wi^f 

^otje  he  sitte  af  his  boke  bo]>  day  and  nyjt^  841 

In  lemyng*  of  ]>i8  elvissl!  nyce  lore 

Al  is  in  veyn  and  parde  moche  more 

Is  to  lere  a  lewde  man  ^is  sotille 

fiy  speke  nat*  ]>«rof  f(»r  it*  wil  nat*  be  '  845 

Al  conde  he  lettmre  or  coude  he  non0  a«f  tM,  \mx\ 

Ab  in  effecte  he  shal  fynde  if  all  one 

ffor  bo]>  twoo  be  my  salnaciofi 

Conduden  in  moltiplicacioll  849 

Hiche  wel  whan  yd  han  al  ydoo 

This  is  to  seyn  f&.  fSftilen  bo]>  two 

But*  3if  for  ]>at*  I  to  moche  lehersaille 

Of  watexB  coroeif  and  of  lymaille  853 

And  of  bodyes  moUificadofi 

And  also  of  her  indivcaciofi 
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Oilles  ablncion  &  metal  fiiaible 

To  tellen  alle  wold  passen  eny  bible  867 

]>af  owhere  is  wher  aa  for  pe  beef 

Of  ati:  piae  names  now  wil  I  me  lesl^ . 

ffor  as  I  trawe  I  haue  30a  tolde  ynowe 

To  reisen  a  feende  loke  he  neuere  so  rowe  861 

A  nay  lal^  be  pi  philosophies  stone 

Elixir  cleped  we  sechen  fast*  echone 

ffor  had  we  hym  ]>an  were  we  siker  ynoi^e 

Bat*  vnto  god  of  heuene  I  make  avowe  865 

ffor  al  our  ciaff  whan  we  han  al  ydoo 

And  al  ouie  scleijte  he  wil  not*  come  vs  too/ 

He  ha]>  vs  made  spende  moche  good 

ffor  sorowe  of  which  almost*  we  wezen  wode  869 

Buf  ^af  good  hope  crepe]>  in  oni'  hert* 

Supposinge  euere  foji^e  we  sore  smerf 

To  be  releued  by  hym  afterwaixi 

Supposinge  ]>af  hope  is  shaipe  and  han)  873 

I  wame  }ou  wele  it*  is  to  seken  euer^ 

^af  future  temps  ha^  made  men  disseuere 

In  tiesl^  perot  from  alle  ]»af  euere  pei  hadde 

3it*  of  >af  art*  ^i  koude  not*  wexen  sadde  877 

ffor  vnto  hem  if  is  a  bitterswete 

So  B&mep  if  for  ne  had  ]>ei  buf  a  shete 

Which  ]yei  my^f  wrap  hem  in  a  ny^f 

And  a  bak*  to  walken  In  by  day  li^f  881 

They  wold  hem  Sellen  and  spenden  on  pia  craff        [iMran] 

They  can  not  stynf  til  no  ]»inge  be  laff 

And  euermore  wher  ]>af  euere  ^ei  gone 

Men  may  hem  knowe  by  pe  smelle  of  bremston^  885 

ffor  al  pe  worlde  ]>ei  stynken  as  a  gote 

Her  sauour  is  so  rammyssh  and  so  hote 

^t  ^OT^  a  man  fro  hem  a  myle  be 

J^  Sauoui'  wil  enfecte  hym  treste]>  me  889 

Lo  Thus  by  smellyng^  and  be  thred6  bare  aray 

3if  ]Mtf  men  lusf  ]»ise  folk*  J»ei  know  may 
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And  if  a  man  wil  aske  hym  prively 

Whi  fei  bene  clojjed  so  yntkrifUly  893 

Eijf  anone  ^ei  wil  rownen  in  his  eeie 

And  seie  if  pey  aspied  were 

Men  wolde  hem  slee  by  cause  of  her  science 

Loo  ]>us  piae  folk*  bitraien  Innocence  897 

Passe  ouer  pia  I  go  my  tale  vnto 

Er  Jan  J)e  potte  be  on  f  e  fuyre  ydoo 

Of  metalles  vnf  a  certeyn  quantite 

My  lorde  hem  tempre]i  and  no  man  but  he  901 

Now  he  is  goon  I  dar  saie  boldely 

ffor  as  men  seyne  he  can  do  craftely 

Algate  I  wote  wel  he  haj  such  a  name 

And  3it<  ful  ofbe  he  renne]>  in  pe  blame  905 

And  wete  30  how  ful  ofte  it*  happeth  soo  / 

The  potte  to-breke]>  and  fare-wel  al  is  goo 

Thise  metalles  bene  of  so  grete  violence 

Our  walles  may  not*  maken  hem  resistence  909 

But*  jif  Jei  [weien]  wroujt*  of  lyme  and  stone 

]>ei  percen  so  f&i^  poT^e  pe  wM  pei  gone 

And  somme  of  hym  synken  into  pe  grounde 

Thus  haue  we  lost*  by  tymes  mony  a  pounds  913 

And  somme  are  scatered  al  the  flore  aboute 

Somme  lepen  into  pe  Eoof  with-ouf  doute 

Thou3e  ]iat*  pe  feende  naf  in  our  si3f  hym  shewe 

IT  I  trowe  fat*  he  wi]>  vs  be  faf  schrewe  917 

In  helle  wher  fat*  he  is  lord!  and  sire  [iMif «»,  bMk] 

Ne  is  fer  no  more  woo  angere  ne  Ire 

Whan  faf  oure  pof  is  broke  as  I  haue  saide 

Euery  man  chitte  and  half  hym  euel  paide  921 

Som  saide  if  was  longe  on  pe  fire  makinge 

Som  saide'nay  if  was  on  pe  blowynge 

Than  was  I  aferde  for  fat  was  myn  office 

Strawe  quod  f e  fred  30  bene  lewde  and  nyce  925 

If  was  naf  tempred  as  if  aujt  be 

Nay  quod  fe  ferfe  stynf  and  barken  me 
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Be  cause  ouie  fire  was  not*  made  of  beche 

^t*  is  fe  cause  noon  opere  so  theche .  929 

I  can  nof  telle  wheron  if  is  alonge 

But*  wel  I  woof  gref  stiif  is  vs  amonge 

What  quod  my  loide  per  nys  no  more  to  dona 

Of  fiBQ  periles  I  wil  be  ware  eff  sone  933 

I  am  r^f  sykei^  ]>af  ])e  pof  was  craised 

Be  as  be  may  be  ^e  no  ])inge  amasedl 

As  vsage  is  laf  swepe  pe  flore  as  swith^ 

Pluk  vp  joure  lierf  and  be  je  glad  and  blithe  937 

fe  MuUok*  on  an  hepe  yswoped  was 

And  on  fe  floors  casf  a  canvas . 

And  al  this  Mullok  in  a  sif  yth[r]owe 

And  ysifted  and  yplukked  many  a  thiowe  941 

Parde  quod  oon  somwbaf  of  ouie  metidi 

3if  is  ^r  here  J^ouje  we  haue  naf  ail 

And  ^ou3e  ^is  ])inge  myshapped  ha]i  as  nowe 

AnoJ^er  tyme  If  may  be  wel  ynowe  945 

Ys  mosf  putf  our  good  in  auenture 

A  Marchaunte  parde  may  nof  ay  endure 

Treste])  me  wel  in  his  prc/sperite 

Somtyme  his  good  is  drowned  'm  ]>e  see  949 

And  somtyme  conimeth  if  sauf  vnto  ]>e  londe 

Pees  quod  my  lord!  J)e  nexf  tyme  I  wil  fonde 

To  brynge  our  craff  al  in  ano^  plite 

And  buf  I  doo  sirs  laf  me  haue  pe  wite  953 

Ther  was  defaute  in  somwhaf  wel  I  wote  Omt  m4] 

And  o^r  seide  pe  fire  was  onere  bote 

Buf  be  if  bote  or  cold  I  dar  sale  pis 

]>af  we  concluden  euer  more  amys  957 

We  fjEdllen  of  thaf  whidi  ))af  we  woldf  haue 

And  in  oure  madnesse  euermore  we  raue 

And  whan  we  bene  to-gidere  euerechofi 

Euery  man  aemep  as  wise  as  Salomon  961 

Buf  al  ))inge  whicH  ])af  seine])'  as  ]>e  golde  Dotmomm 

Is  naf  golde  as  I  haue  herd  if  tolde 
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Ke  euery  appel  ^f  is  fidre  at*  ye     ^ 

Ne  is  not*  god  what*  so  men  clappe  or  crie  965 

Rijf  so  loo  fare^  if  amonges  vs  / 

He  ^  y&V  seme])  pe  wisest  by  Jheau  V  m*  ho] 

Is  moosf  f oole  whan  if  oomme]»  to  ye  preef 

And  he  jMtf  seme]>  trewesf  is  a  feef  969 

Thaf  shul  je  knowe  er  ^f  I  from  )o*  wende 

Be  )«f  I  of  my  tale  haue  made  an  ende 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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[THE  TALK] 

Ther  is  a  clumoii  of  Eeligioun  %  2*  part.!* 

Amonges  vs  wolde  eufecte  al  a  totm  973 

Thoi^e  if  as  grete  wete  as  was  Nyniue 

Borne .  Alisaondie .  Ttoie  &  oper  ^le 

his  sdeightes  and  his  infinite  fidsnesse 

Thet  cou^e  no  man  wiiten  as  I  gesse  977 

Thoi^e  ]>af  he  myjt*  Ijuen  a  thousand  jeie 

In  al  ])is  world!  of  falsenesse  nys  his  pere 

ffor  in  his  teermee  he  wil  hjm  so  wynde 

And  speke  his  wordes  in  so  scleje  a  kynde  981 

Whan  he  comune  shal  wi]>  eny  wi^f 

That*  he  wil  make  hym  dote  anofi  rijt* 

Bat*  if  pe  feende  be  as  hym  selnen  is 

ffdl  mony  a  man  ha^  he  bygyled  er  ))i8  985 

And  wil  if  ]>af  he  may  lif  a  while 

And  }if  men  riden  and  goon  fid  mony  a  myle 

Hym  forto  seke  and  hane  of  a-queyntaunce 

Naf  knowing*  of  his  £eJs  gonemaunce  989 

And  ^if  je  lusf  to  jene  me  audience  [ii«rflM»bMk] 

I  wil  if  tellen  in  wi]>  jouie  presence 

Buf  woTshipfiil  Chanofi  Religions 

Ke  deme]>  nof  I  sclaundere  ^onr  hoos  993 

Al-fov^e  my  tale  of  a  chanon  be 

Of  enery  ordere  som  shrewe  is  parde 

And  god  forbede  ]>af  att  a  companye 

Bholde  rewe  a  syngole  mannys  foly  997 

To  sclaundere  30U  is  naf  m3m  entenf 

Buf  to  correcten  ^af  mys  I-menf 
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This  tale  was  not*  only  tolcl  for  30a 

Buf  eke  for  o]>er  moo  je  wote  wel  howe  1001 

That*  amonges  cnistes  apostels  twelue 

]>er  ne  was  no  traltour  buf  ludas  seine 

Than  whi  shulde  fe  lemenaunte  att  bane  blame 

]>af  giltlees  were  be  }oa  saje  I  pe  same  1005 

Sauf  only  ]>is  if  je  wil  barken  me 

If  eny  Indas  in  joure  couenf  be 

Bemenetb  hpn  be  tyme  I  30a  rede 

If  shame  or  losse  may  causen  eny  drede  1009 

And  be])  no  ]>inge  displesed  I  30a  pray 

Buf  in  this  caas  herkne])  whaf  I  say 

In  london  was  a  preesf  an  annueleio 

Thaf  ])erlnne  dwelled  had  mony  a  jere  1013 

Whidi  was  so  plesaunf  and  so  seroisable 

Ynto  fe  wiff  where  he  was  att  table 

That*  she  wolde  suffre  hym  no  ping*  forto  paye 

ffor  borde  ne.  clo^inge  went*  he  neoere  so  gay  1017 

And  spending*  siluere  had  he  rijf  ynowe 

Therof  no  force  I  wil  procede  as  nowe 

And  telle  for^  my  tale  of  Jye  chanofi 

]>af  broT]^f  piB  preesf  to  confusioA  1021 

This  feds  chanofi  came  ypon  a  day 

Ynto  fe  preestes  chambere  per  he  lay 

Bysechinge  hym  to  lene  hym  a  certeyfl 

Of  golde  and  he  wolde  quyte  hym  ageyfi  1025 

Lene])  me  a  marke  quod  he  buf  daies  ^re  pMf  twj 

And  af  my  day  I  wil  if  quite  pe 

And  if  so  be  pow  fynde  me  fals 

An  0^  day  honge  me  by  ])e  hals  1039 

This  presf  him  toke  a  marke  and  paif  as  switlui 

And  pia  chanon  hym  ^nked  ofte  sitha 

And  toke  his  leue  and  wenf  for]>  his  way 

And  af  pe  pied  day  broujf  his  monay  1033 

And  to  p\a  preesf  he  toke  his  gold  ageyfi 

Therof  pia  preesf  was  glad  and  &yfi 

PBTWOBTH  486  (6-T.  661) 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


SIX-TBXT   562 

GROUP  0*  §4.  oanon's-teomak'8  TALB.  Fotworth  MS. 

Cerfces  quod  he  no  ))mge  anoye])  me 
To  lene  a  man  a  noble  or  twoo  or  J^ree  1037 

Or  whaf  ]»mge  were  in  my  possessiofl 
Wban  he  so  trewe  is  of  condiciofl 
That*  in  no  wise  he  breke  wil  his  day 
To  s^ch  a  man  I  can  neuere  say  nay  1041 

What*  quod  ])is  chanon  shuld  I  be  yntrewe 
If  Nay  ])ati'  were  ])inge  fallen  al  of  nwe 
TreuJ^e  is  a  ^ing*  ])af  I  wil  euer  kepe 
Ynto  pe  day  in  which  ]»ti'  I  shal  crepe  1045 

Into  my  graue  and  ellis  god  forbede 
Bilene]/  ])is  as  siker  as  is  3oare  crede 
God  thonke  I  and  in  good  tyme  be  it*  seide 
That*  ])er  was  neuere  man  3it*  enel  apaide  1049 

ffor  gold  ne  siluere  ^t*  he  to  me  lent* 
Ne  neuere  falshede  to  myne  hert*  I  menf 
And  sir6  quod  he  nowe  in  my  privete 
8iJ)exis  )e  so  goodly  haue  bene  to  me  1053 

And  ky]»ed  to  me  so  grete  gentilnesse 
Somwhaf  to  quiten  wij>  30ui^  kyndenesse 
I  wil  30U  shewe  and  3if  30U  lust  to  lere 
I'shal  if  shewe  to  30U  anon  ri^t  here  1057 

How  I  can  worchen  in  philosophie 
Take])  good  hede  30  shullen  see  wel  at  ye 
That*  I  wil  done  a  maistrie  er  I  goo 
)e  quod  ]>e  preesf  30  sii*  and  wil  je  so  1061 

Marie  ]>erof  I  prei  30U  hertely  [Imt  m5,  iwak] 

Af  30ure  comaundemenf  sii^  trewly 
Quod  ye  chanon  and  ellis  god  forbede 
Loo  howe  J>is  feei  kaupe  his  S67'uise  bede  1065 

fful  so])  if  is  ])af  such  propferd  seruise 
StynkeJ)  as  witnessen  fiae  olde  wise 
And  ))af  ful  sone  I  wil  if  yerefie 
'  Jn  pis  chanon  is  rote  of  al  trecherye  1069 

Thaf  euere  more  delite  ha])  and  gladnesse 
Such  feendly  ])0U3tes  in  his  hert  empresse 
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How  ciistes  puple  he  may  to  meacliief  bringe  / 

God  kepe  ys  from  his  Mb  dLssimulynge  1073 

What*  wist*  Jjis  preest  wij>  whom  fat*  he  delte 

Ne  of  his  harme  commyng*  no  ping^  he  felte 

O  sely  preesf  o.  sely  Innocent* 

WiJ>  couetise  anon  pon  shalf  be  blent*  1077 

O  gracelees  fal  blynde  is  pi  conseite 

No  Jing"  art*  fow  war  of  pe  deoeite 

AYhich  J>af  J;is  fox  shapen  ha]»  to  pe 

His  wily  wienches  ]K)a  maist  not*  flee  1081 

Wherfoie  to  goo  to  )»e  conclusion 

])at*  lefeire])  to  J>e  confusion 

Ynhappj  man  anon  I  wil  me  hye 

To  tellen  })ine  vnwitte  and  >i  foly  1085 

And  eke  pe  fakenesse  of  fat*  ofer  wrecche 

As  feif orf  as  my  conyng*  wil  streoche 

bis  chanofi  was  my  lorde  je  wolde  wene 

8ii^  Oosf  in  feij>  and  by  f  e  Heuene  queue  1089 

It  was  anof  er  chanon  and  nat  he 

fat*  can  an  hundred  fold  more  sotilte 

he  haj>  bytraied  folk*  mony  tyme 

Of  his  falsnesse  if  dullef  me  to  ryme  1093 

Euere  whan  I  speke  of  his  falshede 

ffor  shame  of  him  my  chekes  wexen  rede 

Algates  fei  bygonne  forto  glowe 

ffor  ledenesse  haue  I  now  ri3t  wel  I  knowe  1097 

In  my  visage  for  fumes  dyuers  n«rf»fl 

Of  metalles  which  je  han  herde  me  reheis 

Consumed  and  waasted  han  my  ftedenesse  / 

Take  nowe  hede  of  ])i[s]  chanons  cursednesse  1101 

Sii*  quod  he  to  pe  preest*  lat*  jowr  man  gone 

flfor  quyk  siluere  fat*  we  it*  had  anon 

And  laf  hym  brynge  vnces  twoo  or  fre 

And  whan  he  cowmef  as  fast*  shul  je  so  1106 

A  wonder  f inge  whiche  je  see  neuerc  er  fis 

Sii*  quod  fe  preest*  it*  shal  be  done  y wis 
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He  bad  his  senuumte  fecchen  him  ])i8  ^inge 
And  he  al  ledy  was  af  his  biddynge 
And  went;'  hym  for])  and  come  anofi  ageyfi 
ynp  ))is  qnyk  silueie  shortelj  forto  seyli 
And  toke  ])ise  vnces  ^le  to  ^  chanotai 
And  he  if  laide  fure  and  wel  adotm 
And  bad  ])e  seruaunte  colys  forio  biyngd 
l^at*  he  anoon  mj^if  goo  to  his  worchis 
The  Colis  ri^t*  anoon  weien  sette 
And  fia  Chanon  toke  oaf  a  croslette 
Of  his  bosom  and  shewed  if  fe  pieesf 
This  instnimenf  quod  he  whi<^  ])af  ]>ou  seesf 
Take  in  pme  hond  and  pitt  ]>ise]f  ^erlnne 
Of  ^is  quyk  silner  an  vnce  an  here  bygynne 
In  ^e  name  of  crisf  to  wex  a  phUosophre 
l^er  bene  fnl  fewe  whiche  ^af  I  wold  profre 
To  shewen  hem  ]>ils  mochel  of  my  science 
ffor  30  shidlen  see  here  by  experience 
Thaf  ]>is  qmk  siluei^  I  wil  mortefie 
Bi^f  in  jonre  sijf  anoon  wi])-oaf  lye 
And  made  if  as  good  siluei^  and  as  fyne 
As  ^er  is  eny  in  joure  purs  er  myne 
Or  ellis  where  and  make  if  malliable 
And  ellLs  holds  me  fals  and  ynable 
Amonges  folks  euer  to  apere 
I  haue  a  powdei*  here  ]Mtf  oosf  me  dere 
Shal  make  al  good  for  if  is  cause  of  alt 
My  konynge  which  Jaf  I  30U  shewe  shaH 
Yoide])  3our  man  and  laf  hym  be  )>er  ouf 
And  schitte  ])e  door  fe  whiles  we  bene  aboute 
Our  private  )7af  no  man  ys  espie 
Whiles  we  worchen  in  J>is  philosophic 
Al  as  he  bad  fulfilled  was  in  dede 
This  ilka  sez-uat^nte  anoon  ri3f  ouf  3ede 
And  his  maistere  shitte  pe  dore  anone 
And  to  her  Jaboure  spedely  ])ei  gon^ 
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This  pieest*  af  }ia  coised  cbanons  biddynge 

Yppon  ]>e  fiire  anon  sette  J^is  ])iDge  1H5 

And  blewe  ])e  fire  and  busied  hjm  fill  fast* 

And  this  chanon  into  ^is  croslette  cast* 

A  powdeie  I  note  wherof  if  was 

I-made  ei^  of  chalk*  or  ellis  of  glasse  1149 

Or  Bomwhaf  ellis  was  not*  worJ>  a  flie 

To  blynde  wif  fia  preesf  and  bad  hjm  hie 

Thise  coles  forto  cowchen  al  aboue 

The  crosselettef  for  in  token  ^at*  I  ])e  loue  1153 

Quod  ])is  Chanon  |)ine  hondes  twoo 

Shal  worche  al  ])ing*  whicK  as  shal  be  doo 

Giaunf  mercy  quod  ])e  preesf  ajid  was  ful  glad 

And  cowched  coles  as  ])e  chanofL  bad  1157 

And  J>e  whilys  he  bisy  was  f  is  feendly  wreche 

This  fals  chanon  pe  foule  fcnde  hym  fecche 

Out*  of  his  bosom  toke  a  bechen  cole 

In  whicb  ful  sotiUy  was  made  an  hole  1161 

And  fei-ia  pitte  was  of  siluere  lymaille 

An  vnce  and  stopped  was  wif-out*  faille 

This  hoole  wi{»  wex  to  kepe  pe  lymaille  Inne 

'And  vnderstondef  faf  Jis  fals  gynne  1165 

was  not*  made  ^ere  but*  it*  was  made  bifore 

And  o])er  ])ingges  I  shal  telle  more 

Here-afbcrwardI  which  Jat*  he  wif  hym  brou^f 

Ere  he  come  ^re  to  begile  hym  he  ^oujf  1169 

And  so  did  er  Jei  went*  atwynne  p««f  «7] 

Til  he  had  turned  hym  couj»e  he  naf  blynne 

It*  dullej)  me  whan  fat*  I  of  hym  speke 

On  his  falshede  feyn  wolde  I  be  a-wreke  1173 

If  I  wist*  howe  but*  he  is  here  and  there 

He  is  so  variaunt*  he  bitte  no  where 

But*  take])  hede  nowe  sirs  for  goddys  louo 

He  toke  his  cole  of  whiche  I  speke  aboue  1177 

And  in  his  honde  he  bare  it*  prively 

And  whiles  fe  preest*  couched  bisyly 
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fe  coles  as  I  tolde  jou  er  J>is 

))is  Chanon  seide  frende  30  dona  a-mjs  1181 

pis  is  nof  coached  as  if  ou3t  be 

But*  sone  I  shal  amende  if  quod  he 

Now  laf  me  medle  J>crwiJ>  buf  a  while 

ffor  of  30U  haue  I  pite  be  seinf  gyle  1185 

Je  bene  r^f  hoote  I  se  wel  howe  ^e  swete 

Haue  here  a  cloj^e  and  wipe  away  pe  wete 

And  whilys  }e  preesf  his  wy  haas 

))is  chanon  toke  his  cole  I  shiewe  his  faas  1189 

And  laide  if  ypon  abouen  ])e  mydward 

Of  pQ  Ciosselette  and  blewe  wel  afterward 

Til  )»af  *])e  Coles  gonne  fasf  brenne 

Nowe  3eae  vs  drynk*  quod  J^e  chanofi  pen '  1 193 

As  swith .  al  shal  be  wel  I  vndertake 

Sitte  we  a-doun)  and  laf  vs  mery  make 

And  whan  pe  chanons  bechen  cole 

Was  brentte  al  pe  lymaille  ouf  of  pe  hole  1197 

Into  pe  Crosselette  anofi  fiUe  adoun 

And  so  if  mosf  nedes  by  resoten 

Si])  if  so  euen  aboue  couched  was 

£uf  ])erof  wisf  no  ^ing*  pe  preste  alias  1201 

He  demed  al  ^e  coles  liche  good 

ffor  of  pe  scleijf  no  ^inge  he  vnderstood 

And  whan  this  Alkamystera  segh  his  tyme 

Kise])  yp  sira  preesf  and  stondeth  by  me .   .  1205 

And  for  I  wote  wele  Ingof  haue  je  none  utw,  uek] 

Gro])  walke^  for])  and  bringe])  a  chalk  stone 

ffor  I  wil  make  if  of  ^e  same  shap 

Thaf  ia  an  Ingof  ^if  I  may  haue  happe  1209 

And  bringe  wi])  30U  a  boUe  or  a  panne 

fiul  of  water  and  je  shul  see  ])an 

Howe  pAif  oure  bysynesse  shal  happe  and  preue 

And  3if  for  je  shul  haue  no  mysbileue  1213 

Ke  wronge  conceite  of  me  in  ^oure  absence 

I  wil  nof  bene  ouf  of  joure  presence 
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But*  go  wi|)  30U  and  come  vf'ip  30U  agajtl 

^e  Chambere  door  shortely  to  sayn  1217 

They  opned  and  shette  and  went*  forf  her  way 

And  for^  vnf  hem  ^i  karied  fe  kay 

And  comme  ageyn  wi}H>ut'  eny  delay 

What*  shuld  I  tary  al  fe  longe  day  1221 

He  toke  fe  chalk*  and  shope  if  in  pQ  wise 

Of  an  Ingot*  as  I  shal  3011  deuyse 

I  saie  he  toke  out*  of  his  owne  scleue 

A  teyne  of  siluere  euel  mote  he  cheue  1225 

Whiche  ])af  was  but*  an  vnce  of  wei3t* 

And  take])  hede  nowe  of  fia  cnised  sclei3f 

He  shope  his  Ingot*  in  length  and  in  biede 

Of  >e  teyne  wiJH)ut*  eny  drede  1 229 

So  sclyjly  ^af  fe  preesf  if  nof  aspied 

And  in  his  scleue  agayn  he  gan  if  hide 

And  from  pe  fire  toke  yp  his  matere 

And  into  pe  Ingof  if  pitt  wit^  mery  cheie  1233 

And  into  ]?e  water  yessel  he  if  casf 

whan  ))af  him  lisf  and  bad  pe  preesf  as  fasf 

Loke  whaf  per  ia  pitte  in  ^ine  honde  and  grope 

Thow  shalf  fynde  )>ere  siluer  as  I  hope  1237 

Whaf  deuel  of  helle  shuld  if  eUis  be 

Shayynge  of  siluere .  siluere  is  parde 

He  pitte  In  his  honde  and  toke  vp  a  teyne 

Of  Syiuere  fyne  and  glad  in  euery  veyne  1241 

was  piB  preesf  whan  he  segh  )>af  if  was  so  pMra»] 

Goddys  blessing*  and  his  moders  also 

And  alle  halowes  haue  30  sii'  chan5n 

Saide  pe  preesf  and  I  her  malysofi  1245 

Buf  and  3e  vouchessauf  to  teche  me 

This  noble  craff  and  pia  sotilte 

I  wil  be  3our  in  all  )»tf  euere  I  may 

Quod  pe  Chanofi  3if  wil  I  make  assay  1249 

The  secounde  tyme  ^af  3e  mow  take  hede 

And  bene  experf  of  fis  and  in  30wr  nede 
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Ano])^  day  [assaie]  in  myne  absence 

This  discipljne  and  pia  crafty  science  1253 

If  Laf  take  Buoper  vnce  quod  he  ])oo 

Of  quik  siluei*  wif-ouf  wordes  moo  / 

And  doo  fermf  as  30  han  done  er  ^is 

Witfi  Jaf  ojer  whicfe  Jat*  now  silaei*  is  1257 

This  preesf  hym  busie))  in  al  Jat*  he  can 

To  done  as  fia  chanon  pib  cuised  man 

Comaunde])  hym  and  fast*  blowe])  p*  fuyre 

£forto  come  to  pe  effecte  of  his  desire  *  12G1 

And  pia  chanon  ri3f  in  ]>e  mene  while 

Al  redy  was  J>is  preesf  eft*  to  begile 

And  for  a  countenaunce  in  his  hand  bare 

An  holowe  stik*  take  hede  and  be  ware  1 265 

In  ^e  eende  of  whicli  an  vnce  and  no  more 

Of  syluere  lymaille  put*  was  al  bifore 

was  in  his  cole  and  stopped  with  wez  wel 

fforto  kepe  in  his  lymaille  euery  dell  1269 

And  whilis  J>is  preest*  was  in  his  bysynesse 

This  Chanon  wi])  his  stik  gan  hym  dresse 

To  hym  anon  and  his  powdere  cast*  Inne 

As  he  did  eer  pe  deuel  out*  of  his  skynne  1273 

Hym  tume  I  prey  to  god  for  his  falshede 

£for  he  was  euer  fals  in  oj^e  and  dede 

And  wi])  his  stik*  abone  pe  crosselette 

That*  was  ordeyned  wij>  fat*  fals  gette .  1 277 

He  stire])  pe  coles  til  relente  gan  cuafsos^iMok] 

The  wex  a-gayn  pe  fuyr  as  euery  man 

But*  if  a  fool  be  wote  wele  &  mote  nede 

And  alle  p&i?  in  pe  hole  was .  out*  ^ede  1281 

And  into  pe  crosselette  hastely  if  felle 

The  preesf  supposed  no  fing*  buf  wel 

Buf  bisied  him  fasf  and  was  wonder*  fayfl 

Supposing*  nou3f  buf  trou]>e  Bop  to  sayn  1285 

He  was  so  glad  I  can  nof  expresse 

In  no  manere  his  myrt^  and  his  gladnesse 
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And  to  fe  Chanon  he  profred  eff  sone 

Body  and  good  30  quod  ^e  chanon  sone  1289 

Jiou3e  poor  I  be  cxafty  fow  shalfc*  me  fynde 

I  wame  ])e  3if  is  J>er  more  behinde 

Is  feie  eny  copoure  here  In  saide  he 

3e  sii*  quod  J)e  preest  I  trowe  per  be  1203 

Ellis  goo  by  some  and  ])at*  as  swithe 

Now  six*  go  for})  pi  way  and  hithe . 

And  wenf  his  way  and  wttA  |»is  coper  he  cam 

And  pis  chanon  it  in  his  honde  it*  nam .  1297 

And  of<  ^af  copere  weyed  ouf  but*  an  vnce 

Al  to  symple  is  my  tunge  to  pronuTice 

His  monstre  as  his  witte  pe  doublenesse 

Of  pla  Chanon  roote  of  cursednesse  1301 

He  semed  frendely  to  hem  ^at*  knewe  hym  nou^t* 

Bot*  he  was  feendly  boJ>  in  werk  and  J)ou3f 

It*  werie^  me  to  telle  of  his  falsenesse 

And  nathelees  3if  wil  I  it*  expresse  1305 

To  J>af  entenf  men  may  be  ware  perhj 

And  for  noon  o^^re  cause  trewly 

He  putt  pla  ynce  of  copers  into  pe  crosselotte 

And  on  the  fujie  as  swithd  he  ha]y  it*  sette  1309 

And  kesf  In  powdere  and  made  p*  preest*  to  blowe 

And  in  his  worching*  for  to  stoupe  lowe 

As  he  did  erst*  and  al  nys  but*  a  lape 

Ei3t*  as  him  list*  pe  preest*  he  made  his  Ape  1313 

And  afterward  into  the  Ingot*  he  if  cast*  Qeaf  sos] 

And  in  pe  panne  pitt*  it*  atte  last* 

Of  watere  and  in  he  pitte  his  owne  honde 

And  in  his  scleue  as  3e  to-fomhonde  1317 

Herd  me  telle  he  had  a  siluei^  teyne 

He  sclily  toke  it*  out*  ^is  cursed  heyne 

Vnwetinge  pla  preest*  of  his  fals  craft* 

And  in  pe  pannes  botme  he  ha)>  it*  laft* .  1321 

And  in  pe  watere  romble])  too  and  froo  / 

And  wondere  prively  toke  it*  vp  dso 
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pQ  Copere  teyne  naf  knowing*  fis  preesf 

And  hid  if  and  hente  hjm  by  J)e  breesf  1325 

And  to  hym  spake  and  pua  seide  in  his  game  ./ 

Stowpe])  ardowne  by  god  je  be  to  blame . 

Helpe])  me  nowe  as  I  did  ^owe  whilere 

Putte  Inne  30uie  honde  and  loke])  what*  is  pere  1329 

This  preesf  toke  vp  pla  siluere  teyne  anone 

And  J>an  seide  pe  chanofi  laf  vs  gone 

Wij»  fise  Jjre  teynes  whiche  Jaf  we  han  wroujf 

To  somme  goldsmyl^  and  wif  ;if  if  be  ou3f  1333 

ffor  be  my  feij>e  I  nolde  for  myne  hode 

Buf  if  y^  were  siluere  fyne  and  goode 

And  ])af  as  swi])e  proued  shal  if  be 

Vnto  pe  goldsmythe  wip  ])ise  teynes  pre  1 337 

wenf  ))ei  and  pitte  ])ise  teynes  in  assay 

To  fyre  and  hamere  myjf  no  man  say  nay 

Buf  ))ei  were  as  hem  ou^te  to  be 

This  sotted  preesf  who  was  glad  buf  he  1341 

Was  neuere  bridde  gladdere  ajeinsf  pe  day 

Ne  nyjtyngale  in  pe  sesofl  of  may . 

was  neuere  noon  ])af  lisf  better  to  synge 

Ke  lady  lustyer  in  Carolynge .  1345 

And  forto  speke  of  loue  and  wommanhede 

Ne  knyghf  in  armes  done  an  hardy  dede 

Xo  stonden  in  grace  of  his  lady  dere . 

Than  had  pia  preesf  pia  craff  to  lere .  1 349 

And  to  pe  chanon  |»us  he  speke  and  saide 

ffor  J>e  loue  of  god  Jaf  for  vs  deyde  ./ 

And  as  I  may  deserue  if  vnto  yowe  [iMf  nw,  barir] 

Whaf  shal  Jris  Eeceyte  cosf  telle})  nowe  1353 

By  oure  lady  quod  ^is  chanon  if  is  dere  / 

I  wame  30U .  for  saaf  I  and  a  frere 

In  Engelonde  ))er  can  no  man  if  make 

No  fors  quod  he  nowe  six*  for  goddys  sake  /  1357 

Whaf  shal  I  paye  telle  me  I  pe  pray 

Iwis  quod  [he]  if  is  ful  dere  I  saie  / 
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Sii''  at<  oon  woord  if  J>af  pe  lest*  if  haue 

5e  sliul  paye  xL  IL  so  god  me  saue .  1361 

And  ne  were  ]>e  frendship  ))at*  je  did  er  ^is 

To  me  /  3e  sliuld  paie  more  ywis  ./ 

This  preest*  ^e  some  of  fourty  pounde  anofk 

Of  nobles  fette  and  toke  hem  euerechon  13G5 

To  fia  Chanofi  for  J>is  ilk  receite 

AH  his  worchinge  was  strawe  and  dcceite 

Sii^  preest;*  he  saide  I  kepe  forto  haue  no  loos 

Of  my  craff  for  I  wold  if  were  kepf  cloos  1369 

And  as  je  loue  me  kepe])  if  secre 

£for  and  men  knewe  al  my  sotilte 

By  god  men  wolde  haue  so  grete  envie 

To  me  hy  cause  of  my  philosophic  1373 

I  Shuld  be  dede  fer  nys  noon  ojer  waye 

God  if  for-bede  quod  fe  preesf  whaf  say  je . 

5if  had  I  leuere  spenden  al  pe  good 

Which  J>af  I  haue  and  ellys  wexe  I  wood  /  1377 

Than  ^af  ^e  shuld  fallen  in  such  meschiefi 

ffor  30ure  good  wille  sii^  haue  je  ri3f  good  preef* 

Quod  pe  Chanon .  and  sii* .  off  gratmt  mercy 

He  wenf  his  way  J>af  neuere  J>e  preesf  hjm  sie  1381 

Aftere  Jaf  day  and  whan  J>is  preesf  shulde 

Maken  assay  af  suche  tyme  as  he  wolde 

Of  fis  Receite .  fare  wel  if  wold  naf  be 

Loo  })us  byiaped  and  begiled  was  he  1385 

Thus  make])  he  his  Introduccion 

To  bringe  folk  to  her  destruction 

Considere))  surs  howe  ])af  in  eche  astaaf 

Bytwix  men  and  gold  per  is  debaat*  1389 

So  fer  for])  faf  vnne))es  J)er  is  oon  Pemf  «io] 

This  multiplyinge  so  blende])  mony  oQ 

Thaf  in  good  fai])  I  trowe  faf  if  be 

The  cause  grettesf  of  pe  grete  scarcete  1393 

Thise  philosophres  speken  so  mystelj^ 

In  piB  craff  faf  men  can  nof  come  perhy 
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ffor  en  J  witte  |»at*  men  han  now  adayes . 

J^ei  may  wel  Chitere  and  iangle  as  dofi  ])ise  laies         1397 

And  in  her  teemes  sette  lust*  arid  peyne 

But*  to  her  purpoos  shul  ^ei  neuere  atteyne 

A  man  may  li^tly  leme  yf  he  haue  ou3te 

To  multiplie  and  bringe  his  good  to  nou3te  1401 

Loo  suche  a  lucre  is  in  ]>is  lusty  game . 

A  mannes  merpe  wil  if  tume  al  to  grame 

And  empty  also  grete  and  heuy  purses . 

And  make  folk  to  purchasen  curses  1405 

Of  hem  ]yaf  han  ])erto  her  good  ylent* 

O.  fy  for  shame  )»ei  ]>af  han  be  brent< 

Alias  can  pei  nat*  flee  ^e  fires  hete 

3e  ]>af  if  losen  I  rede  30  if  lete  1409 

lesf  3e  lesen  aH .  for  bette  ))an  neuere  is  late 

Keuere  to  pnvQ  were  to  longe  a  date 

Thou3e  3e  prolle  ay  3e  shul  if  neuei*  fynde 

5e  bene  as  bolde  as  is  bayard!  |)e  blynde  1413 

Thaf  blundre])  for])  and  perile  caste])  non 

He  was  bolde  to  renne  a3einst  a  ston 

As  forto  goo  be  sides  in  f  e  way 

If  Soo  faren  3e  Jaf  multiplien  I  say  1417 

3if  ]>af  oure  eyen  can  naf  seen  ari3f 

LokeJ)  paV  3oure  mynde  lak*  naf  his  si3f 

flbr  ])0U3e  3e  loke  neuere  so  brode  and  stare 

3e  shul  naf  wynne  a  myte  in  faf  chaffare  1421 

Buf  waasten  aH  ])af  3e  may  rappe  and  renne 

Wi])drawe  pe  fuyre  lesf  if  so  fasf  brenne 

Medleth  no  more  'wip  ])af  arf  I  mene . 

ffor  3if  30  doon  30ure  friff  is  goon  fiU  clene  1425 

And  ri3f  as  swi])e  I  wil  30U  telle  here 

Whaf  Jaf  f  e  philosophres  seyn  in  pia  matere 

Loo  J>us  seif  alnold  of  fe  newe  toune  peaf  210,  back] 

As  his  rosarie  make])  mencioun  1429 

He  sei])  ri3f  J)us  wif-oute  eny  lie 

Ther  may  no  man  mercury  mortefie 
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But*  3if  it*  be  -wip  his  brokers  knowlecchinge 

Howe  ])af  he  which  ])af  feist*  seide  ])is  Jringe  1433 

Of  philosophies  fadei  was  heimes 

He  Beip  how  ^t*  ^e  dragon  doutelees  / 

Ne  dye|»  naf  but*  3if  he  be  sclayfi 

WiJ)  his  bio]>ei  and  ^af  is  foito  sayne  1437 

By  ye  diagon  meicuiye  and  noon,  o^i 

He  vndeistood  ^af  biemstone  weie  his  hroyer 

J>af  out*  of  sol  and  luna  were  ydrawe 

And  ])eifore  saide  he  take  hede  to  my  sawe  1441 

Laf  no  man  bisie  him  |»is  aite  foito  seche . 

But*  he  ])at*  ^e  entencion  and  speche 

Of  philosophies  yndeistonde  can 

And  if  he  doo  he  is  a  lewde  man '  1445 

ffoi  |»is  science  and  ])is  conyng*  quod  he 

Is  of  ])e  seciee  of  secrees  paide 

Also  |»er  was  a  disciple  of  plato 

^af  on  a  tyme  saide  his  maistei*  too .  1449 

As  his  boke  somere  wil  bero  witnesse 

And  pia  was  his  demaonde  en  sojjfastnesse 

Tel  me  pe  name  of  a  pr/ue  stoon 

And  plato  answered  vnto  hym  ano5n  1453 

Take  ye  stoon  ))af  Titanos  men  name 

Which  is  y&ff  quod  he  magnasia  is  pe  same 

His  disciple  seide  )e  sire  and  is  it*  ^us 

])is  is  ignotum  pei  ignocius  1457 

What*  is  magnasia  good  sii6  I  pray 

It*  is  a  wateie  ])at*  is  made  I  saye 

Of  elementes  foure  quod  Plato . 

Telle  me  ])e  loche  good  sii6  quod  he  ])Oo .  1461 

Of  l^af  watere  if  it*  be  )o\ae  wille 

Nay  nay  quod  Plato  ceiteyn  Jat*  I  nyH 

The  philosophies  were  sworn  echofi 

))at*  ^ei  shulde  diskeuere  it*  to  no  mofi  1465 

Ne  in  no  booke  it*  write  in  no  manere  paaf  £ii] 

ffoi  vnto  exist*  if  is  so  leef  and  dere. 
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^at<  lie  wil  nat*  ])af  it*  diskeuered  be 

But*  where  if  likej)  to  his  deite  1469 

Man  to  enspire  and  eke  forto  defende 

Whan  ])af  him  like|»  loo  ^is  is  pQ  ende 

Than  conclude  I  ])us  si)>en8  f&V  god  of  heuene 

Ne  wil  nof  ])af  pe  philisophres  neuene  1473 

How  p&if  a  man  shal  come  vnto  fiB  stone 

I  rede  as  for  the  best*  laf  it  gone 

ffor  who  so  make]}  god  his  aduersarye 

As  forto  worche  eny  Jinge  in  contrarie  1477 

Vnto  his  wille  certes  neuere  shal  he  thry  ve 

]K>u3e  ]>at*  he  multiplie  teerme  of  his  lyue 

And  J)er  a  poynf  for  eended  is  my  tale . 

God  seende  euery  trewe  man  boote  of  his  bale  /  1481 

^  Thnsende])  }e  ohanons  jeman Ms  tale 
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And  here  big^imel^  ]>•  prologs  of  b«  dootot^r  of  Phisike 

Whan  ])af  pia  ^emaa  his  tale  ended  hadde  IT  The  prolog. 
Of  fis  fals  Chanon  which  ])af  was  so  badde 
Oar  hooBt*  gan  say  trewly  &  in  certayn) 
^is  pieest*  was  begiled  aoplj  forto  sayil  4 

He  wenynge  forto  be  a  philosophre 
Til  he  lift*  rijf  nou3f  in  his  Cophre 
And  so^ly  ^is  preest*  had  a  li])ei  lape 
This  cursed  chanon  puf  in  his  hode  an  ape  8 

But*  al  |)is  passe  I  ouer  as  nowe 
Sii*  doctowr  of  phisik  I  prey  30U 
Telle  ys  a  tale  of  some  honest*  matere 
It*  shal  be  done  3if  ])at*  30  wil  it  here  12 

Saide  f  is  doctoMr  and  his  tale  bygan  anon 
Kow  good  men  quod  he  harkenej)  euerechofl 

IT  Thus  ende]»  }e  prologs  of  fe  iooUmr  of  phisik 
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And  here  bygyime])  ]>e  tale .  [on  ^e^r «i] 

Ther  was  as  telle^  vs  tytus  lyneus  IT  The  tale ./ 

A  knyghf  Jaf  cleped  was  virgineus 
ffulfilled  of  honoures  and  wor^inesse 
And  stronge  of  frendes  and  of  ricbesse  4 

A  doa3tei'  he  had  be  bis  wiff*  Deaf  2ii,b«;k] 

And  neuere  bad  bee  moo  in  al  bis  lif< 
ffaiie  was  f\a  maide  in  excellent*  bewte 
Abouen  euery  wijt*  Jat*  man  may  see  8 

ffor  nature  baf  wij>  souereyn  [diligence] 
fformed  hii'  in  so  grete  excellence 
As  )K>uje  she  wold  say  loo  I  nature . 
Thus  can  I  forme  and  peynte  a  creature  1 2 

Whan  j^at  me  list*  who  can  me  countrefete 
Pigmalyon  noghf  Jiou^e  be  alway  forge  aTid  bete 
Or  graue  or  peynf  for  I  dar  wel  sayn 
ApoUus  Zepbirus  sbulde  worche  in  veyn  16 

Te  graue .  peynte .  or  forge  or  bete 
If  ])ei  presumed  me  to  countrefete 
ffor  be  ))at*  is  ])e  fourmer  principal 

Ha])e  made  me  his  vikere  general  20 

To  forme  and  peinf  eche  erfely  creature 
Eijt*  as  me  list*  for  al  ])inge  is  my  cure . 
Vnder  f e  mone  fat*  may  wayne  and  waxe 
And  for  my  werk*  •  no  finge  wil  I  axe  24 
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My  lorde  and  I  bene  fully  atte  acorde 

I  made  hii*  to  J)e  worship  of  my  lorde 

So  doo  I  alle  myne  oJ)er  creatures 

Of  what*  coloure  ^ei  be  or  what*  figures  28 

Thus  semejj  me  J>af  nature  wolde  say 

This  maide  was  of  age  .xij.  ^ere  and  tway 

In  whiche  ])af  nature  h&p  such  delite 

ifor  ri^t*  as  she  can  peynt*  as  lily  white  32 

And  roody  as  roose  rijt*  wij)  such  peynture 

She  peynted  haj>  J)is  noble  creature 

Er  she  was  bom  vpon  her  lymes  fre 

Were  also  brijf  as  such  coloures  my^f  be .  3G 

And  phebus  died  had  her  tresses  grete 

liike  to  pQ  stremes  of  his  boomed  hete 

And  jif  ])af  excellenf  was  her  bewte 

A  thowsand  folde  more  yertuous  was  she  40 

In  hui^  ne  lacke])  no  condicio& 

))at*  is  to  preise  as  by  discreciofi . 

As  wel  in  body  as  goosf  chaasf  was  she  [leaf  siij 

ffor  which  she  flowred  in  virginite  44 

WiJ)  al  humilite  and  abstinence 

Wijf  alle  attemp^rance  and  pacience 

WiJ^  mesure  eke  in  beringe  of  araye . 

Discrete  she  was  in  answering*  alwaye  48 

And  she  was  wis  as  pallas  dar  I  seyn 

Hii'  facofi  eke  ful  womanly  and  pleyfi 

Koon  counterfeted  teermes  had  shee 

IT  To  seme  wise  but*  after  her  degree .  52 

She  spak  and  alle  her  wordes  more  and  lasse 

Sownynge  in  vertue  and  in  gentelnasse 

Shamefasf  she  was  in  maidens  shamfastnesse 

CJonstanf  in  herf  and  euere  in  bysynesse  56 

To  drive  hui*  ouf  of  her  scloggardrie 

Bachus  had  of  her  mouj^e  no  maistrie 

ffor  wille  and  pou^if  done  Venus  encrece 

As  men  in  fire  wil  castcn  oile  or  grece  CO 
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And  of  her  owne  vertue  vnconstreyned . 

She  ha]>e  ful  oft*  tyme  hui'  seke  feyned . 

ffor  J)af  she  wolde  flee  J)e  companye 

where  likly  was  to  treten  of  folye  64 

As  is  at*  feestys .  Eeuels .  and  daonces 

Whiche  bene  occasion  of  daliawnces 

Sache  ])ingge8  maken  children  forto  be . 

To  sone  ripe  and  bolde  as  men  may  see  68 

WhicA  is  ful  perilous  and  haj)  bene  30ore 

flbr  al  to  sone  may  she  leme  lore . 

Of  boldnesse  whan  she  is  a  wiff 

And  je  Maistresses  in  ^onre  olde  liff  72 

]7at<  lordes  doubters  han  in  gonemazmce 

Ne  take])  of  my  wordes  no  displesaunce 

Thingges  ])at*  bene  sette  in  gouemyngge^ 

Of  lordys  doTi3ters  oonly  for  .two  finggea  76 

Oy])er  for  je  han  kepte  joure  honeste 

Oyj^ere  ellis  je  han  falle  in  freelte 

And  knowen  wel  ynouje  fe  olde  daunce 

And  konne  fornsake  fully  [such]  meschaonce .  80 

ffor  euermoo  ]>erfor  for  cnstes  sake  Dearfiis^taek] 

kepe]>  wel  Joo  J)af  ^e  vndertake 

A  theef  for  venyson  J)af  hath  forlaf f 

His  likerousnesse  and  al  his  ]>eeues  craff  84 

Can  kepe  a  forest*  best*  of  eny  man . 

Now  kepejj  hem  wel  for  and  je  wil  30  can . 

lokef  wel  to  no  vice  J)at*  je  assente . 

Lest*  je  be  dampned  for  3oure  euel  entente .  88 

ffor  who  so  do])  a  traitoure  is  certeyn  . 

And  take])  [kepe]  of  ])af  ])af  I  shal  seyn . 

Of  al  treson  suffreyn  pestilence . 

Is  whan  a  wi3t*  bitraie])  innocence .  92 

3e  faders  and  30  moders  eke  also . 

^ou3e  30  han  children  be  it*  on  or  twoo . 

3oure  is  pe  charge  of  al  her  suffraunce . 

Whiles  ])ei  bene  vnder  goucmaunce  96 
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Be  ware  f  af  by  ensample  of  jour*  lyuynge 

£])ere  by  necligence  in  chaastisinge 

Jaf  J)ei  ne  perisshe  for  I  dar  wel  saye 

3if  }>at*  ^e  done  30  shul  ful  sore  abaye  100 

vndere  a  shepaide .  soff  and  negligent* 

Je  wolf  h&p  mony  a  shepe  and  lomb  to-renf 

Suffise])  oon  ensample  nowe  as  here 

ffor  I  mot/  tume  ajein  to  my  matere  104 

%  This  maide  of  whic^  I  telle  my  tale  expresse . 

She  kept*  her  self  her  neded  no  maistresse . 

ffor  in  her  lyuynge  maidens  myjf  rede 

As  in  a  booke  euery  good  woord  and  dede  108 

]}af  longe])  to  a  maide  vertuous 

She  was  so  prudent*  and  so  bonnteuous  • 

ffor  whiche  \}e  fame]  out*  spronge  on  enery  side . 

Both  of  her  bewte  and  of  her  bounte  wide .  112 

]}at  ]7orowe  pQ  londe  ]>ei  preised  hvue  echofi . 

pat  loued  vertue  sanf  envie  allone . 

]}af  sorie  is  of  oj^er  mennys  wele 

IT  And  glad  is  of  his  sorowe  and  vnholo  116 

The  doctoure  make]?  jfia  descripcioun 

This  maide  went*  on  a  day  into  j^e  toun 

Toward  J>e  temple  wi])  her  modere  dere  iie»f  ns] 

As  is  of  yonge  maidens  fe  manere  120 

!Now  was  f&r  a  Justice  in  ]>e  toune 

]}af  gouemere  was  of  ]yaf  Eegioun 

And  so  bifelle  ])is  luge  his  eyen  cast* 

Yppon  f\a  mayde  avisinge  hir^  ful  fast*  124 

As  she  came  forj^e  by  Jere  J>e  luge  stood . 

Anon  his  hert*  chaunge])  and  his  mood . 

So  was  he  kau^t*  wi]>  pe  bewte  of  ])is  maide 

And  to  him  silf  ful  pWuely  he  saide  128 

This  maide  shal  be  myn  for  eny  man . 

Anofi  pe  feende  into  his  herf  ran 

And  taujf  him  sodeynly  by  what*  sclijf 

The  maide  to  his  pwrpoos  wynne  he  my^f  132 
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ffor  certis  by  no  force  ne  by  no  mede 

Him  Jou^f  he  was  not*  able  forto  spede . 

ffor  he  was  stronge  of  freendes  and  eke  she 

Confeermed  was  in  such  souereyn  bewte  136 

Jjaf  wel  he.  wisf  he  my3t  her  neuere  wynne 

As  forto  make  here  wi])  hui'  body  synne 

iFor  whiche  wif  grete  deliberacioMn 

He  sent*  after  a  clerk  into  j^e  toune .  140 

Je  whiche  he  knewe  for  subtile  or  for  bold 

This  luge  ynto  ])is  clerk*  his  tale  haf  told 

In  secre  wise  and  made  him  to  assure 

He  shulde  telle  if  to  no  creature .  Hi 

And  if  he  did  he  shulde  lese  his  hedo 

whan  assented  was  ])is  cursed  rede 

Glad  was  f  e  luge  and  made  glad  chere 

And  jaue  hym  jiftes  precious  and  dere  148 

whan  shapen  was  aH  jtia  couspiracie 

ffrom  poynf  to  poynt*  how  ])at*  fis  lecherie 

Perfourmed  shulde  be  ful  sotelly 

And  30  shul  here  afterward  openly  152 

Home  gooj)  this  clerk"  f af  hijf  Claudius 

This  fals  luge  ])at*  hi3t<  apius 

So  was  his  name  for  it*  is  no  fable 

Buf  knowen  for  an  historial  f  ing*  notable .  156 

The  sentence  of  hit*  so^  is  out*  of  dowte  Deaf  iis,i»ck] 

This  fals  luge  go])  nowe  fast*  aboute 

To  hasten  his  delit*  and  J)at*  he  may 

And  so  bifelle  sone  after  on  a  day .  160 

This  fals  luge  as  telle])  ys  \te  story 

As  he  was  wonned  in  his  consistorie 

And  3af  his  doomes  vpon  sondrie  caas 

This  fals  Clerk  came  for])  a  wel  good  paas .  164 

And  saide  lord  if  ])at*  if  be  30ure  wille 

As  do))  me  ri3f  vpon  f  is  pitous  bille 

In  whiche  I  pleyn  vpon  Virginius . 

And  3if  ])af  he  wol  sayn  if  is  naf  ])us  168 
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I  wm  prone  it  and  fynde  good  wittnesse 

]yat*  BOpQ  is  ]yat*  my  bille  wil  expresse 

pe  luge  answerde  of  pia  in  his  absence 

I  may  not*  ^eue  difSnitif  sentence  .  172 

Laf  doon  hjm  calle  and  I  viH  gladly  here 

]k)u  shalt*  haue  113^  and  no  wronge  here 

Yiiginius  came  to  witte  pe  luges  wille 

And  li^f  anoon  was  lad  pis  cursed  bille  176 

IT  The  sentence  of  hit*  was  as  ^e  shul  here 

To  30we  my  lord  sii'  Apius  so  dere 

SheweJ>  jour  poor  serua«nte  Claudius 

How  |»f  a  knyjf  called  Virginius  180 

Ajeinsf  ])e.lawe  ajeinsf  al  equite 

Holde])  expresse  i^einsf  pe  wille  of  me . 

My  seruaunf  which  ])af  is  fral  be  rijf 

Which  from  myn  hous  was  stolen  on  a  nyjf  184 

l)e  whiles  she  was  fill  jenge  I  wil  it  preue 

By  witnesse  lord  so  ])af  je  30U  nat*  greue 

She  is  naf  his  doujtere  whaf  so  he  saye 

wherfore  my  lord  pe  luge  to  30U  I  praye  188 

Jeelde  me  my  thraH  if  ])at«  if  be  30U1*  wille 

loo  ])is  was  alle  ]>e  sentence  of  ])e  bille 

Virginius  gan  ypon  pe  clerk  biholde 

IT  Buf  hastely  er  he  his  tale  tolde  192 

he  wold  haue  defended  it*  as  shulil  a  knyjf 

And  by  witnesse  of  mony  a  trewe  wijf 

That*  al  was  £als  ]»af  saide  his  aduersarie  n««f  214] 

This  cursed  luge  wold  no  lenger  tarye  196 

Ne  here  oon  woord  more  of  Virgyneus 

But*  3af  his  lugement*  and  saide  ]>us . 

I  deme  anoon  ))is  clerk  his  seruaunte  haue 

Thbw  shalf  no  longer  in  ]>ine  hous  hii'  saue  200 

Goo  bringe  hir*  forJ>  and  put*  hur  in  our  warde 

This  Clerk*  shal  haue  his  JraH  J)us  I  awarde 

And  whan  J>is  worJ)i  knyjt*  Virgineus 

Thorgh  pe  assent*  of  pe  luge  Apius  204 
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Most*  by  force  his  dere  dou3tere  ^euen 

Vnto  the  luge  in  lecchery  to  lynen . 

He  goo]y  hym  home  and  sette  hym  in  his  halle 

And  lete  anoon  his  deer  dou3tei^  calle .  208 

And  wi]>  a  face  dede  as  asshen  colde 

Ypon  her  humble  face  he  can  biholde 

Wi])  faders  pite  stikyng*  ]>orgh  his  he^-te 

Al  wold  he  nat<  from. his  purpoos  conuertQ  212 

Doughtere  quo^  he  Yirginea  bo  fi  name 

per  bene  twoo  weies .  oiper  dep  oij^er  shame 

))af  thow  most*  suffre  alias  ])af  I  was  bore 

fifor  neuer  ^ou  deseruedesf  wherfore  216 

To  dyen  wij)  a  sweerd  or  wif  a  knyf* 

O  dere  doujter  ender  of  my  lif 

Which  I  haue  fostred  vp  wij>  such  plesaunce 

))af  fou  ne  were  out*  of  my  remembraunce  220 

0  doughtere  whi(£  ])af  art*  my  last*  woo . 

And  in  lif  my  last*  loie  also 

O  gemme  of  chastite  in  pacience 

Take  ^u  ])i  de])  for  j^is  is  my  sentence  224 

£for  loue  and  naf  for  hate  ]>ou  most*  be  dede 

My  pitous  honde  mote  smyten  of  fine  hede 

Alias  ]>at*  euer  Apius  f  e  say 

Thus  ha]>  he  falsly  luged  pe  to  day  228 

And  tolde  hui^  al  pe  caas  as  je  bifore 

Haue  herd  if  nedef  telle  if  no  more 

Mercy  dere  fadere  qua&  fia  maide 

And  wif  J>af  word  she  bof  hure  armes  laide .  232 

Aboute  his  nek  as  she  was  wormed  to  doo  [leaf  si4,  tnckj 

})e  teeres  brosten  ouf  of  her  eyen  twoo 

A[n]d  saide  good  fadere  shal  I  dye 

Is  peie  no  grace  ia  fei  no  remedye  236 

Ko  certes  dere  doujter  myn  quo&  he . 

Than  ^eue  me  leue  fader  myn  quodt  she . 

My  de])  [for]  to  compleyn  a  litel  space 

ffor  parde  leffa  jaue  his  doujtere  grace  240 
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fforto  compleyn  ei  he  her  sclou^e  alas . 

And  god  it*  woof  no  ])ing*  was  his  trespas 

But*  ]yan  she  ranne  her  fader  firsf  to  see 

To  welcome  him  wip  grete  solempnite  244 

And  wi|)  ]yaf  word  she  felle  a  swoun  anofi 

And  aftere  whan  her  swownyng*  was  agon 

She  rise])  vp  and  to  her  fadere  saide 

Blessed  be  god  ]yaf  I  shal  die  a  maide  248 

3eue  me  my  dee^  er  j^at  I  haae  a  shame 

Do])  wi]y  joure  childe  joui'  wille  a  goddys  name 

And  wij  Jjaf  word  she  preiejj  [him]  ful  off 

That*  wi]y  his  swerde  he  shuld  smyte  her  soft*  252 

And  wi])  ^af  woord  in  swowne  doune  she  felle 

Hui'  fadere  ynp  ful  sorowful  herf  and  felle 

Hure  hede  of  smote  and  by  pQ  top  if  henf 

And  to  the  luge  he  jaue  if  to  presenf  256 

As  he  satte  in  his  doome  in  consistorie 

And  whan  pe  luge  if  seie  as  8ei]>  ]>e  storic 

He  bad  take  him  and  honge  hym  also  fasf 

Buf  ri3f  anoon  al  ^e  puple  in  ])rasf  260 

To  saue  \te  kny^f  for  rewf  e  and  for  pite 

ffor  knowen  was  ])e  fooles  iniquite 

The  puple  anoon  had  suspecte  in  ^is  ^ingo 

By  manere  of  ])is  clerkes  chalengynge  264 

)>af  if  was  by  ])assenf  of  Apius . 

J5ei  wisf  wel  faf  he  was  lecherus 

ffor  which  vnto  fis  Apius  f ei  gofl 

And  casten  hym  in  prison  ri^f  anon  268 

Wher  as  he  sclongh  hym  self  and  Claudius 

]}af  Seruattnte  was  vnto  ^is  Apius 

Was  demed  forto  honge  vpon  a  tree  [leaftj&i 

Buf  Virginius  of  his  grete  pite  272 

Preide  for  hym  ])af  he  was  exilec^ 

And  ellis  certys  he  had  be  begiled 

The  remenanf  were  honged  more  and  lesse 

J>af  consented  were  to  J)is  cursednesse  /  276 
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Here  may  men  see  howe  synne  ha])  his  merite 

Be  ware  for  no  man  woote  how  god  wil  smyte 

In  no  degree  ne  in  which  manere  wise 

]>e  worme  of  conscience  wil  arise .  280 

Of  wicked  lif  ])ough  it*  so  prive  be 

p&tf  no  man  woote  of  it< .  but*  god  and  hee 

Where  he  be  lewde  man  or  lere<l 

He  note  howe  sone  he  may  be  afered .  2Si 

Therfore  I  rede  ^ou  this  counsel  take 

fiforsake])  synne  er  synne  30U  forsake 
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II  The  prologe  of 

Our  boost  gan  swere  as  he  were  wood     |)e  Pardonere. 
Harowe  qnod  he  by  nailles  and  by  blood  288 

This  was  a  cursed  j^eef  a  fals  lustise 
As  shameful  deep  as  herte  can  deuise . 
Come  to  fe  lustise  and  her  adaocas . 
Algates  ]>is  sely  womman  is  sclayn  alas .  292 

Alias  dere  abou^td  she  bewtee . 
Wherfore  I  say  alday  ]>af  man  may  se 
Thaf  ^if f  of  fortune  or  of  nature 

Bene  cause  of  de]y  of  mony  a  creature  296 

[Hif  beaute  was  hir>  deth  I  dai>  weH  sayn.   {JJ^^*  ^'"^ 
Alias  BO  pitously  as  sche  was  slayn .] 
As  bo]y  fifties  as  I  speke  of  nowe 

Men  ban  ful  off  more  harme  pan  prowe  300 

But*  trewly  myne  owne  maist^  dere 
This  is  a  pitous  tale  for  to  here 
But*  B&peleea  passe  ouer  is  no  fors 

I  prey  to  god  to  saue  pi  gentile  cors  /  304 

And  ]7ine  yiynales  and  ]yi  lordans 
))ine  ypocras  and  eke  ]yi  Galyans 
And  euery  box  ful  of  J>i  letwarye 

Ood  blesse  hem  and  oui*  lady  seinf  Marye  308 

So  mote  I  the  ^ou  art  a  propre  man . 
And  like  a  prelate  by  seynf  Bunyan . 
Saue  ]yaf  I  can  not  speke  wel  in  terme  ciMtf  tis,  bvk] 

But*  wel  I  woote  poxi  doosf  myn  herf  eeime  312 

Thaf  I  haue  almosf  kaughf  a  Cardyacle 
By  corps  boones  buf  I  haue  triacle 
Or  ellis  a  draujf  of  moisf  or  corny  ale 
Or  buf  I  here  anoon  a  mery  tale  316 
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My  berf  is  lost*  for  pite  of  pia  maide 

^owe  belamy  Idhh  pardonere  he  saide 

Telle  YB  some  mer]ye  or  lapes  ri^f  anon 

he  shal  be  done  quod  he  be  seynt*  EunyofI  320 

£af  forsf  quod  he  here  at<  fe  nexf  ale  stake 

I  wil  bo]y  drink*  and  ete  of  a  cake 

But<  rijf  ano&  ]yise  gentiles  gofl  to  crye 

Nay  laf  hym  telle  vs  of  no  Eybandrye .  324 

Telle  vs  some  moral  ]ying*  ]»at*  we  may  lere 

SomTne  witte  and  fan  wil  we  gladly  here 

I  graunf  Iwis  quod  he  buf  I  mote  j^ink* 

Ypon  som  honest*  j^inge  whiles  ^af  I  drink*  /  328 

IT  Thus  enief  fe  prologe  of  fe  pardoner. 
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And  here  bygynne])  the  tale.  [«•  i^^u,  baek^ 

Loldingges  quod  he  in  church  whan  I  preche      IT  The 
I  peyn  me  to  haue  an  hautyfi  speche  *^® 

I  lyng*  if  out*  as  lounde  as  go])  a  belle 
ffor  I  can  al  by  loote  j^af  I  telle  332 

Hy  teeme  is  alway  oon  and  euere  was . 
Eadix  omnium  m^loTum  esf  cupiditas . 
ffint*  I  pronouns  whennys  ]>at  I  come 
And  |»an  my  bulles  schewe  aH  and  some  /  336 

Our  liege  loides  seel  on  my  patent* 
fat*  shewe  I  fursf  my  body  to  warent* 
That*  no  man  be  so  bolde  preest*  ne  clerk* 
Me  to  distrowbe  of  cristes  holy  werk*  340 

And  after  ])at*  telle  I  for])  my  tales 
Bulles  of  popes  and  of  Cardynales . 
Of  patriarkes  and  bisshoppes  I  shewe . 
And  in  latyn  I  speke  a  wordys  fewe  344 

To  sauer  wif  my  predicaciofi 
And  forto  stine  men  to  deuociofi 

Than  shewe  I  for])  my  longe  cristal  stones  Deaf  sie] 

Ycrommed  ful  of  clowtes  and  of  bones .  348 

Belikes  ^ei  bene  as  wene  men  echofi 
pan  haue  I  in  laton  a  sholdere  bone 
Which  ])af  was  an  holy  Iwes  shepe 
Good  men  say  I  take  at*  my  wordes  kepe  352 

3if  ))at*  ))is  boon  be  wasshen  in  a  welle 
Jif  kowe  or  calf,  shepe  or  oxe  swelle 
]}at*  eny  worme  hath  ete  or  stonge 
About*  ])e  hert*  or  ellis  ^e  longe  356 
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If  is  hool  anon  and  ferj^ennore 

Of  pokkes  and  of  scabbe  and  of  euery  sore 

Shal  eueij  shope  be  hool  j^af  of  J^is  welle 

Diynke])  a  draujt  take  bede  wbaf  I  telle  360 

3if  )>at*  ]ye  good  man  ]yaf  ]^  beest*  owe]> 

Wil  euery  weke  er  faf  Je  Cok  hym  crowej) 

ffastinge  diink*  of  ]yis  welle  a  diau^te . 

As  ]7ilk*  holy  Iwe  oui'  eldere  tau^te  364 

His  beestees  and  bis  stoor  sbal  multiplie 

And  sirs  also  it*  hele]>  lalowsie 

And  ))0Ti5e  a  man  be  fallen  in  a  lalous  rage 

Laf  maken  wi])  ^is  watere  his  potage  368 

And  noner  shal  he  [more]  his  wif  mystrust* 

Jjou^e  he  Jie  so))  of  hura  defaute  wost* 

Al  had  she  taken  *  preestes  tweyn  *  or  ]>ree 

Here  is  a  myten  eke  ^at<  ^e  may  see  372 

He  ^af  his  honde  wil  putte  in  ]yis  myteyn) 

He  shal  haue  multiplyinge  of  his  greyn 

Whan  he  ha])  sawen  be  if  whete  or  otys 

So  ^f  he  bringe  me  good  pans  or  eUis  grotys .  376 

And  men  and  wommen  *  oo  ])ing*  I  wame  3owe 

Jif  eny  w^f  be  in  ])is  churche  nowe 

))af  ha])  doo  synne  horrible  [so]  ])af  ho 

Dar  nof  for  shame  of  if  shrynen  be  380 

Or  eny  woTnman  be  she  jong*  or  olde 

Thaf  ha])  made  her  husbonde  Cukwold 

Suche  folk*  shal  haue  no  power  ne  no  grace 

To  of&e  to  my  relikes  in  ^is  place .  384 

And  who  so  finde])  hym  ouf  of  such  blame  Deaf  Eie,  iMckj 

Thei  wil  come  yp  and  o£&e  in  goddis  name 

And  I  assoille  hym  by  ])e  autorite 

Such  as  my  buUe  was  graunted  to  me  388 

By  ])is  gaude  haue  I  wonnen  euery  ^eere 

An  .0.  Mark  si])ens  I  was  pardonere . 

I  stonde  like  a  derk*  in  my  pulpitte 

And  schewe  lewde  puples  synne  ysette  392 
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I  preche  so  as  I  liaue  lered  by-fore 

And  telle  an  hundred  Tapes  more . 

Than  peyne  I  me  to  streche  for])  pe  necke 

And  eest*  and  west*  vppon  pe  puple  I  bekke  396 

As  doJ>  a  dowue  sitting*  vppon  a  beeme 

Myne  hondes  and  my  tonge  gofi  ful  ^eeme 

pa.if  it*  is  ioye  to  see  my  bysynesse 

Of  auarice  and  suche  cursednesse .  400 

Is  al  my  prechinge  for  to  make  hem  free 

To  ^eue  her  pans  and  namely  vnto  me 

ffor  myn  entent*  is  nat*  but*  forto  wynne 

And  no]>inge  for  correction  of  synne  404 

I  rekke  neuere  whan  ^at*  pel  bene  buried 

jjouje  ]>at*  her  saules  goo  o  blakburied . 

ffor  certes  mony  a  predicacion 

Cowmef  ofle  tyme  of  euel  entenciofi  408 

Somme  of  plesaunce  of  folk*  and  of  flaterye 

To  bene  auawnced  by  ypocresie 

And  somme  for  veynglorie  and  for  hate 

ffor  whan  I  dar  naf  ofer  waies  debate  412 

Than  wil  I  stynge  hem  wi]>  my  tunge  smerte 

In  prechinge  so  that*  he  shal  not*  sterte 

To  bene  defamed  falsely  so  ))at*  he 

ha]y  trespased  to  my  bre])eren  or  to  me    -  416 

ffor  ^ou^e  I  telle  nat*  his  propre  name 

Men  shal  wel  knowe  j^at*  it  is  pe  same 

By  sonune  signe  and  o])er  circumstaunces 

Thus  smyte  I  folk*  ]>at*  dofi  vs  displesaunces .  420 

Thus  spitte  I  out*  my  venyme  vnder  hwe 

Of  holynesse  to  semen  holy  and  trewe 

But*  shortely  myne  entent*  I  wil  devise  ./  ,  De«f  mt] 

I  preche  of  no  J)inge  but*  of  Couetise  ./  424 

)?erfore  my  teeme  is  ^it*  and  euer  was 

Kadix  omnium  malomm  est  cupiditas 

Thus  can  I  preche  a^einst*  pe  same  vice 

"Which  j>af  I  vse  and  Jat*  is  Auarice  428 
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But*  jfOVL^e  my  self  be  gilldf  iu  \ta.i^  synne . 

3it*  can  I  make  o]>er  folk*  to  wynne 

iTrom  auarice  and  soor  Lem  lepenf 

Buf  J)af  nys  not*  my  principal  entenf  432 

I  preche  naf  buf  for  coueityse 

Of  J>is  matere  if  ou^f  ynowe  suffise 

Than  telle  I  Lem  ensamples  mony  oofi 

Of  olde  stories  longe  tyme  agon  436 

ffor  lewde  pnple  louen  tales  olde 

Tvhicti  ]>ingges  ]>ei  conne  report*  and  hold 

"What*  trow  je  J)e  whiles  I  may  preche 

And  Wynne  gold  and  siluere  forto  teche  440 

^at*  I  wil  ly  ve  in  pouerf  wilfully 

Kay  nay  I  Joujf  if  neuere  trewly  . 

ffor  I  wil  preche  and  begge  in  sondry  londys 

I  nyl  do  no  laboure  wij)  my  hondes .  444 

Ne  make  baskettc*  for  to  lyve  J>er-by 

Because  I  wil  nof  lyuen  ydelly 

I  wil  noon  of  ]ye  apostels  counterfete 

I  wil  haue  money .  malf  chees  and  whete  448 

Al  were  if  ^enen  of  ]>e  pooresf  page 

£y))ere  of  ]>e  pooresf  wydowe  in  a  vilage 

Al  shulde  her  children  sterue  or  famyne 

And  I  wil  drink  J)e  licouresf  of  Je  wyne  452 

And  haue  a  ioly  wenche  in  euery  toune 

Buf  harkene^  lordes  iu  conclusiot<n 

3oure  likings  is  ^f  I  shal  telle  a  tale 

Now  haue  I  dronken .  a  draujf  of  corny  ale  456 

By  god  I  hope  I  shal  tel  ^ou  a  j^inge 

]>af  shal  of  reson  be  af  ^oure  L'kinge 

ffor  jjouje  my  self  be  a  vicious  man  * 

I  morale  tale  )if  I  ^ou  telle  can .  460 

Whiche  lames  wenf  to  preche  forto  wynne .       peaf  tn,  uek] 

Now  holde^  joure  pees  my  tale  I  wil  bygynne . 


PKT worth  465   (6-T.  317) 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


SIX-TEXT   318 

GROUP  C.  §  4.  pardoner's  tale.  Petworth  MS. 


In  fflanndres  whilom  was  a  coinpanye  ion  ?«nf  217.  tae*] 

Of  yonge  folk  ])af  haunted  folye  4C4 

As  hasaix)  Riot*  /  stewes .  and  tauemes  . 
Harpes .  Eubibes  .  lutes  and  gitemes . 
pei  dauncen  and  pleyen  at*  J)e  dys  ny5f  and  day 
and  Eten  also  ouer  ^at*  her  my3t<  may  4G8 

Thorgh  whiche  fei  do  pe  deuel  sacrifise 
WiJ)-in  J>e  deuels  temple  in  sondry  wise 
By  sup^rfluite  abhominable 

Her  o])es  bene  so  grete  and  damnable  472 

J)af  if  is  grisly  forto  here  hem  swere 
Our  blessed  lordys  body  J)ei  to-tere 
Hem  J)0U3f  fe  Iwes  rent*  hym  naf  ynowe 
And  ilk*  of  hem  af  ojer  synne  loowe  476 

And  ri^t*  anofi  commen  Inne  ])an  tomblesters 
ffetys  and  smale  and  ^ong*  fmters 
Syngers  vrip  harpes .  bawdes  and  waifrers 
Such  bene  verrey  J)e  deuels  officers .  480 

To  kyndel  and  blowe  f e  fyre  of  leocherye 
That*  is  annexed  [vn]to  glotenye 
The  holy  writf  take  I  to  witnesse 

))af  lecherie  is  in  wyne  and  dronknesse  484 

%  Lo  howe  J>af  dronken  Loth  vnkindely         ^  S^n'lSirS} 
Lay  by  his  doujters  two  vnwittyngly  inxwHa 

So  dronken  he  was  he  nysf  what*  he  wrou3f 
Herodes  who  so  hsf  pe  stories  sou^f  488 

[ 
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vrhaxi  he  of  wyne  was  replete  af  his  feesf  489 

Bijt*  at*  his  owne  table  3af  his  heest 

To  sleen  ^e  baptisf  lohfi  fill  giltelees 

Senec*  saif  a  good  word  doutelees .  ^  ^mt^         492 

He  seijy  he  can  no  difference  fynde 

Betwix  a  man  ]>at*  is  ouf  of  his  mynde 

And  a  man  ^af  is  dronklewe 

£uf  ^at*  woodenesse  is  fallen  in  a  shrewe  496 

P^rseuere])  longer  pan  do])  dronknesse 

O  gloteny  ful  of  Cursednesse . 

O  cause  fursf  of  our^  confusiofl  ne*f «»«] 

Oryginal  of  our  dampnaciofi  500 

Til  crist»  had  bou3f  vs  wif  his  blood  agayn 

Lo  how  dere  shortely  forto  sayne 

AboTijt*  was  >e  Cursed  vilanye  TSSSf^  atSSSES  t 

Corrupte  was  as  fis  world  >orghglotenye  ST^yf^JSTj 

Adam  oure  fadere  and  his  wif  also  «wou«w<«trtij» 

f&om  paradis  to  labour  and  to  woo 

Were  driven  for  ])af  wise  it*  is  no  drede 

fpor  whiles  J^af  adam  fasted  as  I  rede  508 

He  was  in  parauys  and  whan  ]}at*  hee 

Ete  of  pQ  fhiyte  defended  on  pe  tree  * 

Anoon  he  was  ouf  cast*  to  woo  &  peyne 

O  glotenye  on  Je  wel  oujt*  vs  pleyne  512 

O  wist*  a  man  how  mony  maladyes 

ffolowe))  of  excesse  and  of  glotonyes 

He  wolde  bene  pe  more  mesurable 

Of  his  diete  sitting*  at*  his  table  516 

AUas  pe  short*  ])rote  pe  tender  mou])e 

Make))  ^at<  Est*  and  West*  nor])e  &  Boupe 

In  erthe  in  eire  in  watere  men  to  synk* 

To  geten  a  gloton  deynte  mete  arid  drink^  520 

Of  piB  matere  0  poule  wel  cast*  pon  trete 

Mete  vnto  wombe  and  wombe  eke  vnto  mete 

Shal  god  distroie  bo])  as  Powle  Beip 

Alias  a  foule  ])inge  if  is  be  my  fei]) .  524 
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To  sale  pia  worde  and  fouleie  is  pe  dede 

Whan  men  so  drinken  of  ]>e  white  and  rede 

y&t  of  his  |>roie  he  make])  his  priuee 

Thorgfi  filk*  cursed  Superfluite  528 

pe  Apostel  wepinge  seip  fed  pitonslj 

^er  walken  mony  of  which  tolde  haae  I 

I  saie  it*  nowe  weping*  wi])  pitons  vois 

per  hene  enemyes  of  cristes  croys  532 

Of  whiche  f  e  eende  is  dej) .  Wombe  is  her  god 

O  woombe  o  baly ,  o  stynking*  cod . 

ffnlfilled  of  donge.  and  of  corrupcion 

Af  eij^er  eende  of  pe  foule  is  pe  seson  536 

Howe  grete  cost*  and  labour  is  to  f ynde  Oni  m,  tedc] 

Thise  Cokes  howe  pei  stampe  streyne  atid  giynde 

And  tumen  substafice  into  accidenf 

To  ffulfille  alle  ])e  likerous  talent*  540 

Out*  of  pe  hard  bones  knokke  pei 

pe  mary  for  pel  cast*  nat*  away 

))at*  may  goo  ^oigh  pe  golett*  sauf*  and  soote 

Of  spicery  of  leeues  berk*  and  roote  544 

Shal  bene  his  sause  ymade  be  delite 

To  maken  hym  jit^  a  newe  appetite 

But*  certes  he  ])af  hauate))  suche  delices 

Is  dede  whiles  fat*  he  lyuej)  in  J>oo  vices  648 

A  lecherous  ]>inge  is  wyne  and  dronknesse 

If  is  ful  of  strivinge  and  of  wrecchednesse 

O  dronken^man  disfigured  in  pi  face 

ifoule  is  ])i  bree|>  foule  art*  povL  to  enbrace  552 

And  |)OTglI  ])i  dronken  nose  soune))  p*  soune 

As  J^ouje  ]k)u  seidest  ay  Sampson  Sampsoun 

And  jit*  god  woot  sampson  dronk  neuare  no  wyne 

J?ow  fiedlest*  as  it*  were  a  dronken  swyne  556 

))i  tunge  is  lost*  and  alle  ])ine  honest*  Cure 

£Por  drunknesse  is  yerray  sepulture 

Of  mannys  witte  and  his  discreciofl 

In  whoom  ])at*  drink*  ha))  dominaciofi  560 
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He  can  no  connsaile  kepe  if  is  no  drede 

Nowe  kepe  30U  from  pe  white  and  fro  J^e  rede 

Kamely  from  J>e  white  wyne  of  lepe 

p&if  is  to  selle  in  fisshstrete  and  in  chepe  564 

This  wyne  of  spayn  crepef  snbtilly 

In  oJ>er  wynes  growinge  faste  by 

Of  woche  liseth  suche  fumosite 

]}at*  whan  a  man  ha))  dronke  a  drau3t<  or  ])re  568 

And  wene))  Jiat*  he  be  at*  home  in  chepe 

pan  is  he  in  spayn  ri3t*  at*  ye  toune  of  lepe 

Non^t*  af  the  rocheti  ne  at*  burdeux  totm 

And  ysLD.  wil  fei  say .  Sampson  sampsoun  572 

But*  harkene))  lordingg^^  00  pinff  I  30U  pray 

]>at*  alle  pe  souereyn  actes  dar  I  say 

Of  victories  in  olde  testament*  near  219] 

])af  ))orghe  verrey  god  ])at<  is  omnipotent*  576 

Weren  doon  in  abstinence  and-  in  preiere 

Loke])  Je  bible  and  fer  3e  may  it*  lere 

Jjokey  Attila  ]}e  grete  conqueroui^ 

Deide  in  his  sclepe  wi]>  shame  and  dishonottr  580 

Bledinge  at*  his  nose  in  dronknesse 

A  Captayn  shuld  live  in  sobrenesse 

And  ouer  al  yiae  avise  30W  ri3t*  weH 

What*  was  comaunded  vnto  lamueti  584 

Kot*  Samuel  but*  lamuel  say  .1.  ir  HoU  ^mom  dan 

Bede])  ]>e  bible  and  fyndej  it*  expresly 

Of  wyne  3euynge  of  hem  J>af  aren  lustise 

No  more  of  fia  for  it*  may  suffise  588 

And  now  ]}at*  Thaue  spoken  of  glotenye 

Nowe  wil  I  defende  30U  hasardye 

IT  Hasard  is  verrey  modere  of  lesingges       sarf  b*  ri*?*^i  ^^& 

And  of  disceite  cursed  forswerynges  ik^i5Si«SSI 

Blaspheme  of  crist*  mansclaughter  and  waast*  also/      ••*  "^ 

Of  bataile  and  of  tyme  and  of  fer])ermoo 

If  is  repreef*  and  contrarie  to  honoure 

fiforto  be  holden  a  comon  hasardoure  596 
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And  euer  pe  bior  he  is  of  estate 

The  moie  he  is  holden  desolate 

5if  ]>af  a  prince  vse  hasatdie 

In  al  gouemance  and  polecye  600 

He  is  as  by  comon  opinioa 

Holde  pe  lasse  in  reputaciofi 

IT  Stilboon  bat*  was  holde  a  wise  embassatour      t  wssbm  a. 

Was  senf  into  Corinth  "with  grete  honour. 

flro  Calidoyne  to  make  hem  aUiafice 

And  whan  he  came  happed  J^is  chafice 

And  al  ]>e  grettesf  J^at*  were  of  ]}at*  lond 

Pleiyng*  at*  fe  hasardi  he  hem  fond  60H 

ifor  which  as  sone  as  ))af  my3t  be 

He  stale  hym  home  a^ein  to  his  cuntre 

And  saide  pere  I  wold  nof  lese  my  name 

I  wold  naf  take  on  me  so  gret*  diffame.  612 

fforto  allye  30U  to  noon  hasardouis  */  [iMf  u9>  i»ck] 

Sonde))  o]>er  wiser  embassatours  .  / 

fFor  by  my  troupe  me  were  leuere  dye 

pan  I  shuld.  30 w  to  hasardours  allie  616 

But*  je  ]>at*  bene  so  glorious  in  hono2^re8. 

Shal  not  allie  30U  wip  hasardourcs . 

As  by  my  wiUe  ne  as  by  my  trete 

This  wis  philisophre  puB  seide  hee  620 

Loke  eeke  faf  to  fe  kinge  Demetreus 

The.kyng*  of  partes  as  pe  booke  sci))  pus 

Senf  hym  a  paire  of  golden  dys  in  scome 

ffor  he  had  vsed  hasardrie  per  byfome  624 

fFor  whiche  he  heelde  his  glorie  and  his  renoun 

ffor  no  value  of  reputacio«n 

lordes  myght*  fynde  ofer  manere  playe 

Honest*  ynowe  to  dryue  pe  day  awaye  628 

Now  wil  I  speke  of  oJmjs  fals  and  grete 

A  worde  or  twoo  as  ofer  bookes  entrete . 

Grete  sweringe  is  a  )>ing*  abhominable 

And  fak  sweringe  is  moche  more  reproueable  633 
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The  highd  god  forbore  sweiyng*  at*  alle       t  v«itti  •miOao  knn 
Witnesse  of  mathewe  buf  in  speciaH 
Of  ewerynge  [seif]  Jie  holy  leremye .  ISTk^iuU  % 

Thowe  shalf  ewere  80}>e  fine  ofes  and  not*  lie  S£ft\  ^ 


And  swere  in  doome  and  eke  in  ri3twi6neBse 

But*  ydel  sweringe  is  a  cursednesse 

Biholde  and  see  ]>at'  in  ]>e  first  table . 

Of  hie  goddes  heestes  honurable  640 

How  y&t?  twoo  heestes  of  hym  is  ])is 

Take  nof  my  tale  in  ydelnes  amys 

Loo  ra^r  he  forbedef  such  swerynge 

Than  homicide  or  eny  oj^er  ]}inge .  644 

I  sale  as  fna  by  order  if  stonde]> 

This  knowen  p&V  heestes-  vnderstonde|> 

How  ]}af  ^  Secounde  heest  of  god  is  ]}at 

And  ferfer  ouer  I  wil  fe  telle  al  plaf  648 

))af  vengeance  shal  nof  parf  from  his  boos 

]}af  of  his  o])es  is  so  outrageous  . 

By  goddys  precious  herf  and  his  nailles  Qmr  2so] 

And  by  his  blood  |)af  is  in  bailies  652 

Seuen  is  my  chaunce  and  his  .v.  and  thre 

By  goddys  armes  3if  ]k>u  falsly  plaie  me 

This  daggard  shal  ]K)rgll  ]}ine  herf  goo . 

This  fruite  cowzmef  of  filk  bones  twoo .  656 

ffor-sweringe  Ire  falsenesse  bomyside 

Now  for  fe  loue  of  crisf  faf  for  vs  dyde 

Leuejy  3oure  o]}es  bothe  grete  and  smale 

ffor  I  shal  telle  30U  a  mervelous  tale  /  660 

Thise  Biotours  of  which  I  telle . 

Longe  erste  er  prime .  ronge  eny  belle 

Were  sette  in  a  taueme  for  to  diynke 

And  as  pei  satte  Jiei  herd  a  belle  chink*  664 

Byfom  a  corps  was  caried  to  his  graue 

]}af  oon  of  hem  can  calle  to  his  knaue  / 

Goo  bette  quod  he  and  aske  redely 

Whaf  coors  is  faf  faf  passef  for))  by  668 
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And  loke  ])af  ]>ou  reporf  his  name  wefi 

Sire  quod  ))is  [knaue]  it*  nede))  neuer  a  deU 

It  was  me  tolde  eer  je  came  heer  two  homes 

He  was  parde  an  olde  felawe  of  ponies  672 

Al  sodeynly  was  he  sclayn  to-ny3t* 

ffordionken  as  he  satte  vpon  his  bencli  vprijf 

Ther  come  a  prive  J>eef  men  clepen  defe 

)}af  in  his  contray  al  ^e  puple  scleejy  676 

And  wi))  his  speer  he  smote  his  herf  atwoo 

And  went*  his  way  wif-oute  wordes  moo 

He  ha))  a  thousand  sclayn  ])is  Pestilence 

And  maistere  er  je  come  in  his  presence  680 

Me  ^enke))  y&V  it*  were  necessarie 

ifor  to  be  war  of  such  an  aduersarie 

Beef  redy  forto  mete  hym  euermore 

Thus  taujf  me  my  dame  I  saye  no  more  684 

IT  By  seint*  marye  saide  f\a  tauemcre 

pe  Childe  sei])  soo])  for  he  haip  sclayn  to  3ere 

hens  ouer  a  myle  wij)-lnne  a  grete  vilage 

Both  man  and  womman  childe  and  page .  688 

I  trowe  his  habitacioun  be  ))ere  U«^  «».  b«kl 

To  bene  avised  grete  wisdome  it*  were 

Er  ])at*  he  did  a  man  dishonoure 

Je  goddcs  armes  quod  fis  Riatoure  692 

Is  if  suche  perile  wij)  hym  forto  mete 

I  shal  hym  sechen  by  stie  and  by  sti-ete 

I.  make  a  vowe  by  goddys  digne  bones , 

HarkeneJ)  felawes  we  fre  bene  al  ones .  696 

Laf  eche  of  vs  holde  vp  his  honde  to  of  ere 

And  eche  of  vs  bycome  of  ers  brof er 

And  yre  wil  slee  f is  fak  traitowr  defe 

He  shal  be  slayne  he  fat*  so  monye  slcefe  700 

By  goddys  dignite  er  it*  be  ny3t* 

To-gidere  han  fise  fre  her  hertes  plijf. 

To  lif  and  to  dye  ilk*  of  hem  wif  of  er 

As  f ouje  he  were  his  owne  bom  brofer  704 
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And  yp  ^ei  sterten  and  dronken  in  ^is  rage. 

And  for))  ^i  goon  towaides  pat  vilage 

Of  which  ^  tauemere  ha^  spoke  byfome 

And  mony  a  giialy  ooye  han  ]>ei  sworne  70& 

And  cristes  blessed  body  )^  to-ienf 

}M  deeth  shal  be  dede  if  we  may  liym  hent^ 

Whan  ))ei  han  goon  naf  fully  a  myle 

lU^t*  as  ^ei  wold  haue  troden  ouer  a  stile  712^ 

An  olde  and  a  poor  man  wip  hern  mette 

This  olde  man  ful  mekely  hem  grette 

And  saide  pm  nowe  lordes  god  jou  see 

pe  Piowdest*  of  ^ise  Riatours  thre  7 IS' 

Answerde  ajein  what*  cherlde  wi|)  harde  grace 

Why  arf  ^u  al  forwrapped  sauf  f  i  face  : 

Whi  lyuesf  ]k)u  so  longe  in  so  grete  age 

This  olde  man  gan  loke  in  his  visage  72Q' 

And  seide  ^us  for  I  can  naf  fynde 

A  man  ^ouje  I  walked  into  Ynde 

Nei^r  in  Cite  ne  in  noon  vilage 

PtAf  wil  chaungen  his  jouj^e  for  myfi  age  721; 

And  )>erfore  mote  I  haue  myn  age  stiUe 

As  longe  tyme  as  it  is  goddys  wiUe  / 

Ke  detli  alias  nyl  not*  haue  my  li^  pcnf  stir 

Thus  walk  I  like  a  restlees  catif  729 

And  on  pe  grounde  which  is  my  modei^  gate 

I  knokke  wi)>  my  staf  erly  and  late 

And  saie  leue  moder  lat*  me  Inne 

Loo  ho  we  I  vanyssh  flessh  blood  and  skynne  753 

Alias  whan  shul  my  bones  bene  af  reste 

Modere  with  ^ou  wold  I  chaunge  my  chest* 

Thaf  in  my  chambere  longe  tyme  ha|>  be « 

}e  for  an  heeren  cloute  to  wiappe  me  73$ 

Buf  jit*  to  me  she  wil  nat  do  )>at  grace . 

fTor  whiche  ful  welked  is  my  face 

And  sirs  to  jou  if  is  no  curtesie 

To  spekcn  vntil  an  olde  man  vilany  740 
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But^  he  trespase  in  woid  or  ellis  in  dede 

In  holy  writte  je  may  joore  self  wel  rede 

IT  A^einat  an  oolde  man  hoor  vpon  his  hede     iSSbt^immt, 

3e  shuld  arise  ^rfor  I  jeae  30U  lede  744 

l^e  do^  vnto  and  olde  man  harme  as  nowe 

Ko  more  ^an  je  volde  a  man  did  ^owe 

In  age  if  ]>af  je  so  longe  abide 

And  god  be  wijy  ^ovr  wheder  je  goo  or  ride  748 

I  mote  goo  ^idere  as  I  bane  to  goo 

We  nay  olde  cberle  by  god  ])ou  sbalf  naf  soo . 

Seyde  ^ise  o])er  basaidours  anone 

Thow  partesf  nat^  so  li^tTy  be  seynf  lo&n  752 

Thow  spak*  rijf  now  of  ^ilk*  tiatotir  de|^ 

^af  in  piB  cuntre  alle  our  frendes  aleepe 

Hane  here  my  trou^  as  pou  art*  his  aspie 

Telle  -wher  he  is  or  ellis  ^u  shalf  dye  75C 

By  god  and  by  ])e  holy  sacrament* 

ffor  aoplj  yon  art*  [on]  of  lus  assent* 

To  scleen  vs  jenge  folk*  pon  fals  Jieef 

Kowe  sines  if  it*  be  to  30U  so  leef  760 

To  fynde  dej>  tame  vp  fis  crokecl  way 

ffor  in  l^at*  groue  I  left*  hym  be  my  fay 

Ynder  a  tree  and  fere  he  wil  abide 

Ne  for  joure  boost*  he  nyl  hy7»  no  ]}inge  hide  764 

See  je  fat*  ooke  rijt*  fere  je  shiil  hym  fynde        Dt^t  «i,  buk] 

God  sane  30a  fat*  boujt*  ajeiu  mankyiide 

And  jou  amende  ftis  saide  fis  olde  man 

And  euery  of  J^ise  Riatonrs  ranne  768 

Til  fei  come  to  fe  tree  and  per  Jiei  fonde 

ffloieyns  of  gold  fyne .  ykoyned  rounde 

Wel  nyghe  a  senen  bnsshclls  as  hem  fon^t* 

Ko  lenger  than  aftere  def  fei  60U3t*  772 

But*  eche  of  hem  so  ^ad  was  of  fat*  sy^t* 

ffor  fat*  f e  floreynes  so  fairo  be  and  brijf 

That*  doime  fei  sette  hem  by  fe  precious  hoorde 

The  worst*  of  hem  he  spak*  fe  furst  woni  776 
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Bre]>ereii  quod  he  take  hede  whaf  I  say 

My  witte  is  grete  pongh.  I  bourde  and  play 

This  tresour  ha])  fortune  to  vs  3eueii 

In  myrfe  and  iolite  our  lyf  to  lyuen  780 

And  lightly  so  as  if  commep  so  wU  we  spende 

Ey  precious  goddys  herf  who  wende 

To-day  ]}at*  we  shulde  haue  so  faire  a  grace 

Butf  myjt*  ])is  gold  be  caiied  fio  ^is  place  784 

Home  into  mynd  hous  or  ellis  to  ^oures 

ffor  wel  I  woote  ]>at'  aH  ))is  golci  is  oures/ 

Than  were  we  in  high  ffelicite . 

Biif  trewly  by  day  if  may  naf  be  788 

Men  wold  say  faf  we  were  feues  stronge 

And  for  oure  owne  tresoui*  done  vs  honge 

As  wisely  and  as  scli^ly  as  if  my3f 

This  tresour  mosf  ycaried  be  be  ny3f  792 

Wherfore  I  rede  laf  loke  among*  vs  alia 

To  drawe  and  laf  see  where  fe  Cut  wil  falle 

he  ]>af  ha))  pe  curf  wip  herte  blith 

8hal  renne  to  toune  and  pa\f  ful  swith  796 

To  bringe  vs  brede  and  drink*  ful  priuely 

And  two  of  vs  shal  kepen  sotilly 

This  tresour  wel  and  if  he  wil  nof  tarie 

Whan  if  is  nyjf  we  wil  j^is  tresor  carie  800 

By  oon  assenf  where  as  vs  likef  besf 

Thaf  ton  of  ham  bro^f  gras  in  his  fesf 

And  bad  hem  drawe  and  loke  wher  it  wolde  falle     Oaf  us] 

And  if  felle  on  the  ^ongesf  of  hem  alle  804 

And  for))  towar<l  ))e  towne  he  wenf  anoon 

And  also  sone  as  that  he  was  goone 

Thaf  oon  of  hem  spak*  vnto  pat  ofere 

Thowe  woosf  wel  ))ou  arf  myn  owne  sworn  hropere      808 

Thi  prophite  wil  I  telle  jje  anofl 

Thowe  woosf  wel  faf  our*  felawe  is  goofi 

And  here  is  gold  and  ]}af  grete  plente 

))af  shal  departed  be  amonges  vb  ]}ree  .  812 
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But*  na^elees  if  I  can  Bbape  it*  soo 

^f  if  departed  were  amonges  ve  twoo 

Had  I  not*  done  a  frendes  tu me  to  |)e 

|iaf  o^  Answered  I  not*  howe  ^f  myjt*  be  816 

I  wold  wel  ^at*  ^  gold  were  oures  twoo . 

IVhaf  shuld  wee  doo  ^t*  it*  my^t  he  soo . 

Sbal  if  be  counsaile  said  ^  firsf  schrewe 

And  I  shal  telle  [pe]  in  wordes  fewe  820 

Whaf  we  shul  doon  and  bringe  if  aboute 

I  grannf  quod  ^af  o^r  ouf  of  doute 

Thaf  by  my  tronj^e  I  nyl  fe  naf  bywreien 

S'ow  quod  the  fursf  ]»ou  woote  wel  we  be  tweyen  824 

And  twoo  of  vs  shul  strenger  be  ^n  oda 

loke  whan  he  is  sette  and  fai?  anon 

Arise  as  pon^e  pon  woldesf  vrif  hyni  play 

And  I  shal  rynen  hym  ]>orgh  ^  sides  twey  828 

Whiles  ))af  J^ow  stiogelesf  witA  hym  as  in  game 

And  wif  pi  daggere  loke  J^ou  doo  po  same 

And  Jyan  shal  al  |)is  golds  departed  be 

My  dere  freende  bytwixe  pe  and  me  832 

Than  may  we  boo^  our  lustes  fuliille 

And  play  af  ^e  dice  af  our  owne  willc 

And  ^us  accorded  bene  J^ise  shrewes  tway 

To  scleen  ^e  ^red  as  je  han  herd  me  say  836 

%  This  jongesf  which  ^f  wenf  to  pe  toune 

fful  oft^  in  his  herf  rolled  vp  and  doune  » 

pe  bewte  of  ))ise  floreyns  faire  arid  bri^f 

O  lowJ  quod  he  jif  if  so  were  I  myjf  840 

Haue  al  pia  tresoni'  to  myself  alona  [i«tf  m^taekj 

Ther  nys  no  man  J^af  Ijuep  vnder  trone 

Of  golde  ^af  shuld  lyve  so  mery  as  I 

And  af  fe  lasf  pQ  feende  oure  enemye  844 

Puf  in  his  pon^i?  Jaf  he  shuld  poysen  bey 

wif  which  he  my^f  scleen  his  felawes  twey 

ffor  whi  pe  feende  fonde  him  in  such  linynge 

Thaf  he  had  leue  hym  to  sorowe  bringe  84£f 
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fTor  ^is  was  vtterly  bis  entente 

To  scleen  hem  bo])e  and  neuere  to  repent* 

And  for))  he  go))  no  lenger  wold  he  taiye 

Into  pe  towne  vnto  apotecarye  862 

And  preide  hym  ))at*  he  hym  wolde  selle 

Somme  poysen  p&V  he  myjf  his  lattes  kelle 

And  eke  per  was  a  polcaf  in  his  hawe 

pfiif  as  he  seide  his^  capons  had  Isclawe  856 

And  seide  he  wolk  wieke  hym  jif  he  myjf 

On  vennyn  Jaf  destroyen  hem  by  nyjf 

The  appoticaiie  answerdf  pou.  sbalt*  haue 

A  ^inge  patf  as  god  my  saole  sane  860 

In  al  ))is  worlde  ))er  nys  no  creature 

pa,\?  ete  or  drink*  of  p\a  confecture 

Noujf  hub  pQ  mo'mtance  of  a  com  of  whete 

IM  he  ne  shal  his  lif  anioon  forlete  864 

)e  sterue  he  shal  and  )>at*  in  lasee  while 

pBJX  fovr  wilt*  goon  a  pace  nat*  but*  a  myle 

This  poysen  ^at*  is  so  hard  and  violent* 

This  cursed  man  ha^  in  his  honde  if  bent*  868 

This  poysen  in  a  boxe  and  opens  he  ranne 

Into  ^e  nexttf  strete  vnto  a  man 

And  borowed  hym  large  botelles  pre 

And  to  his  felawes  i^ein  repaire])  he  87i 

The  iy.  he  kepte  clene  for  his  drinke 

ffor  alle  ^e  nyjt*  he  shope  hym  forto  swynV 

In  cariyng*  of  ^af  gold  out*  of  ))af  place 

And  whan  ^is  riotonr  wi|>  sory  grace  876 

Had  filled  wi^  him  his  grete  hotels  pie 

To  his  felawes  ajein  repaire]»  he ./ 

What*  nedep  if  to  sermon  petof  mora  fiMftssj 

ffor  ri)f  as  )>ei  had  casf  his  deep  byfore  880 

Bi^f  so  J^ei  ban  hym  sclayn  and  pat  anoft 

And  whan  ^af  ^is  was  doon  pan  speke  pa^  oft 

Now  laf  ys  sitte  and  drink*  and  make  vs  mery 

And  afterwarct  we  wil  his  Ixxly  bery  88l 
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And  after  ]>at»  hif  happed  hew  percas 

To  taken  a  boteti:  wher-in  the  poyson  was 

And  drank*  and  ^aue  his  felawe  drink*  alsojie 

^orghe  whiche  anoon  ^ei  stenien  bottle  888 

Bat*  certes  I  suppose  ^af  Auicen 

Wroote  neuer  in  no  canon  ne  in  no  fen 

Moo  wondere  sorowes  of  empoysenynge 

Thus  had  J^ise  wrecches  two  her  endinge  892 

Thus  eended  be  fiae  homycydes  twoo 

And  eke  ]}is  false  enpoysoner  alsoo 

O .  cursed  synne  ful  of  al  cursednesse 

O .  traterous  homycides  .o.  Wickednesse  S96 

O .  glotenye  luxurye  and  hasardrye 

Thow  blasphemour  of  crist  wif  vileny 

And  o])es  grete  of  vsage  and  of  pride 

Alks  mankinde  howe  may  if  betide  900 

Thaf  to  J^i  creatour  which  pat*  |>e  wrou^t* 

And  wif  his  precious  blood  pe  boujf 

Thowe  art*  so  fals  and  so  vnkynde  alias 

Now  good  men  god  forjeue  jou  jowr  trespos  904 

And  kepe  jou  from  ]}e  synne  of  auarice 

Myne  holy  pardofi  may  jou  aH  warisshe 

So  thaf  je  offer  nobles  or  sterlyngges 

Oi^er  elliB  Siluere .  spoones  •  broches .  or  ryngges  908 

Bowe)>  joure  hede  ynder  ))is  bulle 

Commej>  vp  je  Wyues  offre)>  jour  wille 

^oure  name  I  entre  here  in  my  roUe  anofi 

In  to  J»e  blisse  of  heuene  shul  30  al  goon  912 

I  90a  assoille  be  my  highe  powere 

^e  paf  wollen  ofi&e  as  clene  and  eke  as  cleere 

As  ^e.were  bom  and  loo  sirs  ])as  I  preche 

And  Ihesu  crisf  Jyaf  is  our  saules  leche.  916 

80  graunte  30U  his  pardon  to  receyue  ./  [\mtmu  bmiQ 

ffor  ))af  is  besf  I  wil  30U  nof  deceyue 

IT  Buf  sirs  oon  word  foigate  I  in  my  tale 

I  haue  relikes  and  pardon  in  my  male  920 
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As  £edre  as  eny  man  in  engelon^ 

Whiche  were  jeue  me  by  ye  popes  hond 

3if  eny  of  jow  wol  of  denocion 

Oftie  and  ban  myn  absolucioil  924 

Comme^  for))  anon  and  knele^  bere  adoun 

tM  je  may  baue  part*  of  my  pardoun 

Or  ellis  take])  pardon  as  ^  wende 

Al  newe  and  freest  at*  euery  tonnes  ende  928 

So  ^af  30  offre  alway  newe  and  newe 

Nobles  and  pans  wbicb  )>af  bene  good  and  trewe 

If  is  an  boniire  to  euery  ^af  bene  here 

paif  )e  may  baue  a  suffisafit^  pardoner^  932 

To  assoile  )ou  in  contree  as  je  ride 

ffor  auentures  wbicb  ^f  may  be-tide 

iFor  parauenture  ]>er  may  falle  oon  or  twoo 

Doune  of  ber  bors  and  broke  ber  nek*  atwoo  936 

Looke  swicbe  a  swerte  it*  is  to  }ou  alle 

Tbaf  I  am  in  joure  felawsbip  yfalld 

]}af  may  assoUe  jou  bo])  more  and  lasse 

Wban  ))af  pe  soule  sbal  fro  fe  body  passe  940 

I  rede  ])at*  bour  [booste]  sbal  bygynne 

ffor  be  is  most*  enuolupte  of  synne 

Come  for])  sire  boost*  and  offre  first*  anofi 

And  ])ou  sbalf  kysse  ]}e  relikes  eu^recboA  944 

3e  for  a  groot*  vnbokel  anoA  pi  purs 

Nay  nay  quod  be  pan  baue  I  cristes  curs 

laf  be  quod  be  if  sbal  nat*  be  so  tbecbe 

)K>w  woldesf  make  me  kissen  ]>ine  olde  brecbe  948 

And  swere  if  were  ])e  relike  of  a  seynf 

pov^  if  were  wi])  ])i  foundemenf  depeynf 

Buf  by  ^e  croese  wbicb  seinf  Elyne  fonde 

I  wold  I  bad  ^i  culyons  in  myne  bonde  952 

In  stede  of  relikes  of  seinf-wary 

Laf  kitte  bem  of  ofid  1  wil  belpe  bem  cary 

Tbey  sbulde  be  scbryned  in  an  bogges  toori)  [iMf  tu] 

Tbis  Pardonere  answered  naf  a  woord  956 
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So  WTO^  he  was  he  woldd  no  word  say 
Kowe  quod  our  oost*  I  nyl  no  lenger  play 
Wif  pe  ne  wi|)  noon  o^r  angry  man 
But*  rijt*  anoon  ^  worj^i  knyjt  bygan  960 

Whan  ^t*  he  seegh  ))af  alle  ^e  puple  lonje 
Xo  more  of  fiB  for  if  is  r^t*  yuoghe 
Sii'  Pardonere  be  mery  and  glad  of  chere 
And  jee  sii'  Hooef  paV  bene  to  me  so  dere  964 

I  prei  }0u  paif  ^e  Idsse  pe  Pardonere 
And  pardoners  I  prei  jou  drawe  ^e  nere 
And  as  we  did  lat*  vs  lauje  and  play 
^And  anofl  ^ei  kissed  and  riden  forJ»  her  way  968 

%  Thiu  «nde^  >e  pardonen  tale. 
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And  here  bygynne^ 
The  prologe  of  Thoppae  ^  The  prologe 

Con  iM^ffU] 

WHan  saide  was  ^is  tale  eueiy  man 
As  sober  was  J»af  wonder  was  to  see 
Til  ^f  our  oosf  lape  b  jganne 

And  Jmn  at*  ersf  be  loked  vpon  me         <.L  cbaucers     1884 
And  saide  )ms  what*  man  art  ^u  quod  be 
Tbow  lokesf  as  )x>w  woldesf  fynde  an  bare 
ffor  euer  vpon  fe  grounde  I  se  )^  stare  1887 

%  Approcbe  nere  and  loke  meryly 

Now  war  jou  sirs  and  lat^  |)is  man  ban  plas 

He  in  ye  waasf  is  shape  as  wel  as  I 

This  were  a  popet*  in  armes  to  embrace  1891 

ifor  eny  womman  smal  and  faire  of  fiEdce 

He  seme^  Elnyssh  be  bis  cuntenannoe 

ifor  ynto  no  wi^f  do))  be  daliaunce  1894 

Say  nowe  somewhat  8i|^ns  o^^re  folk  ban  saide 

Telle  TB  a  tale  of  merth  and  ^af  anofi 

Oosf  quod  I  ne  be  naf  euel  paide . 

jRbr  o^r  tale  certes  can  I  noon .  1898 

But*  of  a  ryme  I  lered  longe  agofi 

3e  ])at*  is  good  quod  be  sbul  we  it  here 

Som  deynte  ^ing*  me  seme])  by  bis  cbere  .  1901 

[No  break  in  the  MS,  and  no  spaces  beticeen  the  stanzas 
above  and  after,^ 
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IT  Hsre  bygynna^  be  tale  of  ehsjiwre  by  Biie  Thopacj. 
IT  0%pitidum  ziz"^    IT  Sire  Thopaoa. 
[Fitte  L] 


*f^    Eatudt^  lordes  in  good  entente  CiwrtM,i»rk] 

And  I  wiH  telle  venement;* 


Lt 


Of  myrtk^  and  of  solace  p  umimurkmmd}    1904 

Of  a  knyjf  was  faire  and  gent^ 
In  bataile  and  in  tomament;' 
HiA  name  was  sir  thopacc .  1907 

I-bom  he  was  in  fer  cuntroe 

In  flftaunders  al  by^onde  ^  sea 

Atf  Poperinge  in  pe  place  1910 

His  fader  w&s  a  man  ful  free 

And  lorde  he  was  of  f9,V  cuntra 

As  if  was  goddes  grace  1913 

Sii'  Thopas  was  a  doughty  swayft 

White  was  his  face  as  payndemaylk 

His  lippes  rede  as  £oob  .  1916 

His  rudde  is  like  scarletf  in  grayfl 

And  I  }ow  telle  in  good  certayfi 

He  had  a  semely  nose  1919 

His  heer  his  beerd  was  lik  saifroft 

^af  to  his  girdel  kau}t*  adoune 

His  shoon  of  Cordewayne/  1922 

Of  bragges  were  his  hosen  broun 

His  Roobe  was  of  Ciclatoun 

That*  cost*  mony  a  rayfl  1925 
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He  couJ>e  hunte  af  wylde  derc  • 

And  Bide  on  hawkjng*  for  fe  Ryuei* 

Wi]>  grey  goshauke  on  honde  1928 

Therto  he  was  a  good  archere 

To  wrastling*  was  ^er  noon  his  peei 

Ther  eny  ram  shulde  stonde  1931 

fful  mony  a  maide  bri^f  in  bonro 

^i  mom  for  him  Paramonre 

Whan  ))ei  were  bette  to  sclepe .  1934 

But;'  he  was  chaasf  and  no  lecchoure 

And  swete  as  is  ^e  bremble  floura 

Thaf  bere]>  ]>e  reede  heppe  1 937 

And  so  byfelle  vppon  a  day 

ffor  80))|>e  as  I  jowe  telle  may 

Sire  Thopaas  wold  out*  ride  rwirfitfi]     1940 

He  wor^  vp  on  his  stede  gray 

And  in  his  honde  a  launce  gay 

A  lohge  swerde  be  his  side  1943 

He  prikke^  ^orowe  a  fair6  forest* 

Ther-in  is  mony  a  wilde  beest* 

^  bo))  bukke  and  hare  1946 

And  as  he  prikke]>  nor^  and  eest* 

I  telle  jowe  hym  had  almest* 

By-tidde  a  sory  care  1949 

There  springen  herbes  grete  tmd  smale 

pe  lykorice  and  pe  Setuale 

And  mony  a  clowe  gyloffre  1052 

And  notemnges  to  puf  in  ale 

Whefere  if  be  moyst*  or  stale 

Or  forto  lay  in  CofFre  195?. 
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)m  birdes  syngen  if  is  no  nay 

pe  sparhauke  and  ^  popeniay 

^f  loie  if  was  to  here  1958 

The  }>ro8tel  cok*  made  eke  his  lay 

The  woode  douve  vpon  ye  spray 

She  songe  ful  loude  and  clere/  1961 

Sire  Thopas  felle  in  loue  longynge 

And  whan  he  hard!  pe  ftoetel  synge  • 

He  prikkes  as  he  were  woode  1964 

His  faire  stede  in  his  prikkinge 

So  swette  }>af  men  myjf  hym  wringe 

His  sides  were  al  blood  1967 

Sire  Thopas  eke  so  wery  was 

ffor  prikkinge  on  pe  soff  gras 

So  f^ers  was  his  corage  ,  1970 

Thaf  doune  he  laide  hym  in  ^af  plas 

To  maken  his  stede  som  solas 

ffor  he  was  so  Sauage  1973 

O  seinf  Marie  Benedicite 

Whaf  aile}>  ]>is  loue  af  mee 

To  bynde  me  so  sore  1976 

Me  dremed  al  ^is  ny jf  panle 

An  £lfe  quene  shal  my  lemntan  be  D^f  tts^  t«eki 

And  sclepe  vndere  my  gore  1979 

And  elf  quene  wil  I  loue  ywis 

ffor  in  ^is  world  no  wotnman  is 

Wor}>i  to  be  my  make  1982 

in  toun 
Al  o)>er  wommen  I  forsake 
And  to  an  elfe  qnene  I  me  take 
By  dale  and  eke  by  doune  1986 
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Into  his  sadel  he  came  anona 

And  prikke}>  onere  stile  and  stone 

An  helf  qnene  forto  aspie  1989 

Til  he  so  longe  ha^  riden  and  gooft 

Thal^  he  fonde  in  a  privee  woofl 

J»eCuntryoffary.  W92 

IT  so  wild 
ffor  in  }>af  cuntre  nas  per  noon 

[ no  gap  in  ih^  MS.'\ 

Neif  er  wif  ne  child  1 996 


Til  him  ^er  come  a  loly  geaunt* 

His  name  was  clepede  Sir  Olyfaunte 

A  perilous  man  of  dede  1999 

He  seide  childe  by  tirmagaunt* 

But*  )if  )k>u  prik'  onf  of  myn  .haunt 

Anoon  I  sclee  pi  stede .  2002 

%  wi^  mace 
Here  is  ^e  quene  of  fairio 
Wif  harpe  wif  pipe  and  Simphony 
Dwelling*  in  pHa  place  2006 


The  Childe  saide  so  mot!  I  ^e 

To  morowe  vril  I  meten  J>ee 

Whan  I  haue  myn  Armure  2009 

And  ^if  I  hope  par  ma  faye 

]>at*  ^u  shalf  wif  fis  launcelay 

Ahien  if  ful  sore  2012 

%  Thoigh  J>'  mawe 
Shal  I  peice  jif  I  may 
Er  if  be  fully  prime  of  day 
ffor  here  |k)w  shalf  be  sclawe  2016 
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Sire  Thopas  drogli  a-bak  ful  fasti* 
This  GeauDt*  af  him  stones  castle 
Out*  of  a  felle  staf  sclynge 
Buf  faire  eskape))  chile)  thopa 
And  al  it*  was  ^oigh  goddes  grace 
And  ))OTgh  his  faire  beringe 
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^it*  listne^  lordes  to  n^y.tale 
Murier  j^an  ))e  ny^tingale 
ffor  now  I  wil  30U  rowne 
Howe  Site  Thopas  wi^  sides  smale 
Prickinge  ouer  doune  afui  dale 
Is  come  a^ein  to  touue 


2025^ 


202a 


His  merj  men  cpmmaunded  he 

To  make  hym  bo))  game  and  glee 

ffor  nedes  most*  he  fi3t* 

Wi^  oon  geaunf  vnf  hedes  ^re 

ffor  paramoure  and  lolite 

Of  oon  fat*  shoon  ful  bri^f 


2031 


2034 


Do  come  he  seide  myn  menstrallea 
And  geestouTs  for  to  telle  vs  tales 
Anon  in  myn  armynge 
Of  Komance  ))at*  bene  reales 
Of  popes  and  of  caidynales 
And  eke  of  loue  likynge 


2037 


2040 


))ci  fatte  hym  firsf  fe  swete  wyne 

f 

7W  gap  in  the  3fS.] 

And  licorice  and  eke  comyne 
Wif  «ngre  )>at*  is  cree 
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He  did  next*  his  white  leer 

Of  clo^  of  lake  fyne  and  clere 

A  breche  and  eke  a  sheiie*  2049 

And  next^  his  sherf  an  aketofl 

And  oner  }>af  an  haberiofl 

for  peercyng*  of  an  herte  2052 

And  ouer  ]>at*  a  fyne  hawberk 

Was  al  ywrou^f  of  Iwes  werk* 

fful  strouge  if  was  of  plate  2055 

And  ouer  ]>at*  his  cote  armour 

As  white  as  is  ^  lily  floui' 

In  which  he  wil  debate  2058 


His  Hheeld  was  of  gold  so  rede 

A  ^er-in  was  a  bores  hede 

A  charbocle  by  his  side  2061 

And  )>ere  he  swore  on  ale  ajid  brede  [iMf  tM^bw*] 

Howe  yaif  ))e  geaunt*  shal  be  dede 

Betide  whaf  bytide  2064 

His  laombeuxe  were  of  ^qoirboile  \}f  niAmUAU] 

His  sweerde  schee))  of  yuory 

His  helme  of  laton  bri^f  2067 

His  sadel  was  of  Kowel  bone 

His  bridel  as  ye  sonne  shone 

Or  as  fe  moon  li^f  2070 

His  spere  was  of  fyne  Cipres 

That*  bode^  werre  ^  no  fing*  pecs 

The  hede  ful  sharpe  ygronnde  207$ 

His  stede  was  al  dapple  grey 

It*  gof  an  aumble  by  f  e  wey 

fful  softpJy  and  rounde  2076 
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IT  In  londe 
Loo  lordys  myne  here  is  a  fitte 
If  je  wil  eny  more  of  it* 
To  telle  it*  wQ  I  foiide  2080 


[Fitte  II.] 

Now  holde  ^oure  moutti  for  cbarite 

Bo^  knyjt*  and  lady  fie 

And  harknef  to  my  spelle  2083 

Of  Bateti  and  of  Chivalrie 

And  of  ladies  loue  drurye 

Auoon  I  wil  30U  telle  2086 

Men  speken  of  romances  of  price 

Of  liom  cbilde  and  of  ypotioe 

Of  Befes  and  of  sire  gie  2089 

Of  Sy  le  boyx  and  Pleyndamowr 

But*  sire  Tbopace  he  here))  Je  flour* 

Of  royal  chyualrie  2092 

His  good  stede  he  bystrode 

And  for)?  vppon  his  way  glode 

As  spa?'ke  out*  of  pe  brond  2095 

Vpon  his  creest*  he  here  a  toui* 

And  ^er-Inne  stiked  a  lilye  flour 

God  shilde  his  corps  fro  shonde  2098 

And  for  he  was  a  kny^f  auntrous 
He  nolde  sclepen  in  non  hous  / 

Bat*  ligge  in  his  bode  v^ixi} 

His  bri^t*  helmo  was  his  wongere 
And  by  hym  baite  his  deistrere 

Of  ecrbes  fyne  and  gooil .  2104 
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Hym  self  drank  watew  of  fe  welle 

As  did  Je  knj^if  sire  percyvelle 

So  worjely  vnder  wede 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS,]  2108 
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NO  more  of  pia  for  goddys  dygnite 
Quod  our  hoosf  for  pon  makesf  me 
So  wery  of  Ji  verrey  lewdenesse 

That*  also  wisly  god  my  soule  blesse  2112 

Myn  eeres  aken  of  pi  drasty  speche 
Now  sucfe  a  ryme  fe  deuel  I  byteche 
IT  This  may  wel  be  cleped  ryme  dogrel  quod  he 
Whi  so  quod  he  whi  wilt*  ^ou  lette  me .  2116 

More  of  my  tale  ^an  an  oper  man 
Si^  ^at*  it*  is  pe  best*  ryme  ))at*  I  can 
By  god  quod  he  for  pleynly  af  a  worde 
Thi  drasty  rymyng*  nys  nat*  wor)»  a  torde  2120 

Thow  dosf  not*  ellis  but*  spendest*  tyme 
Sire  atte  oon  woide  ))ou  shalt*  no  lenger  ryme 
Laf  see  wher  ^u  canst  tellen  oi^t*  in  geeste 
Or  ellis  in  prose  somewhat*  af  ^e  leesf  2124 

In  whiche  J^er  be  somme  merth  or  doctnne 
Gladly  quod  I  by  goddys  swete  pyne 
I  wil  jow  telle  a  litel  ^inge  in  prose 

))af  aujf  like  ^ou  as  I  suppose  2128  i 

Or  ellis  certes  je  bene  to  daungerous  { 

If  is  a  moral  tale  yertuous 

Al  be  if  tolde  somtyme  in  sondry  wise  | 

Of  sondry  folk*  as  I  shal  30U  devise  21 32 

As  f us  je  woote  faf  euery  euat^ngelisf 
Thaf  tellen  ys  pe  peyn  of  Jhesu  cnsf 
Ne  sei))  al  ping  as  his  felawe  doo)) 

Buf  na}>eles  her  sentence  is  aft  soo]y .  2136 

And  al  accorden  as  in  her  sentence 
Al  be  }>er  in  her  tellyng*  difference 
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ffor  somme  of  hem  seyn  moie  and  somme  lease    peaf  m,  back] 

Whan  ^ei  his  pitous  passioun  ezpresse  2140 

I  mene  of  mark*  mathewe  lake  and  lohn 

But*  doutelees  her  sentence  is  al  oil 

Therfore  lordynggs  al  I  30U  biseche 

^if  ^af  ^e  J^enk*  I  vary  as  in  my  speclL  2144 

As  }>us  }K)U9e  ^af  I  telle  somwhaf  moie 

Of  prouerbes  ^af  ^e  han  herd  byfore 

Comprehended  in  ^is  litett  tretjs  here 

To  enforsen  wi^  pe  efifecte  of  my  matere  2148 

And  pox^e  I  not*  pe  same  wordes  say 

As  30  han  herde  ^it  to  ^0^  aH  I  pray 

Blame])  me  naf  for  in  my  sentence 

Shul  ^e  nowhere  fynde  difference  2152 

£&o  ))e  sentence  of  ^is  tretys  lite 

Aftere  |)e  which  pis  mery  tale  I  write 

And  J^erfor  harkene^  what*  I  shal  say 

And  laf  me  telle  al  my  tale  I  pray  2156 

IT  Here  ende>  l^e  tale  of  Sir  Thopas 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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{17iere  are  no  Une-nfimbert  or  breaks  between  the  paragraphs  in 
the  MS.  TymhitVs  breaks  are  kept  here  to  prevent  slight 
differences  in  the  Six  Texts  throwing  out  many  lines.  Some 
of  the  omissions  in  the  MS  are  svpplied  from  the  print  of  the 
French  original  in  Le  Meoagier  de  Paris,  ed.  1847,  i.  186,  as  that 
proves  the  omissions  to  be  snchJ] 

[Petioorth  MS,  on  leaf  227,  haxk.^ 

And  here  bygnne))  ))e  tale  of  HelebinB  ft  pTnidenoe. 

[2157] 

A^ong*  man  called  Melebius  my^ty  and  ricbe 
bygate  vpon  his  wiflF  fat*  called  was  Prudence  a 
doughtei'  whicfe  Jat*  called  was  Sophie. 

[2158]  Vpon  a  day  byfellef  fat*  he  for  his  disporte 
is  went*  into  fe  feldes.  him  to  playf  [2159]  his  wif 
and  his  doughtere  he  haf  bylaff  in-wttA  his  hous .  of 
which  fe  doores  weren  fast*  shette.  [2160]  Ther  of  his 
olde  fooen  had  espied,  and  satten  ladders  to  fe  walles 
of  his  hous .  and  by  fe  wyndowes  bene  entred .  [2 161]  and 
bete  his  witf  and  wounded  his  doubter*  wij)  .v. 
mortal  woundes  in  .v.  sondry  places.  [2162]  This  is  to 
sayn  in  her  feete.  in  her  hondes.  in  her  eeres.  in  her 
nose .  and  in  her  mouf  e .  and  lafben  hei^  for  dede .  and 
wenten  her  way 

[2163]  Whan  Melebius  retoumed  was  into  his 
hous  and  segh  al  fis  meschief.  Ho  like  a  mad  man 
reendingi  his  clones  gan  to  wepe  and  crie . 

[2164]  IF  Prudence  his  wiff  as  ferforj)  as  she  durst*. 
bysou3t*  hym  of  his  weping*  for  to  stynt*.  [2165]  but*  not* 
forf  i .  he  gan  wepe  wnd  crye  euere  lenger  f  e  more . 

[2166]  This  noble  wif  prudence  remembred  hei*  vpon 
|>e  sentence  of  Ovide  in  his  booke  J^at*  cleped  is  Y  remedy 
of  loue .  *De  remedio  Amoris.  Where  as  he  seij) .  [2167] 
He  is  a  foole  f  af  distroubef  j?e  modere  to  weepe  in  J)e  deej) 
of  her  childe .  til  she  haue  wepte  her  fuUe .  as  for  a  certeyn 
tyme.  [2168]  And  fan  shal  man  /  doon  his  dyligence  wij> 
amyable    chere    hii*    to    rccomforte    and    prei    hyi^    of 
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her  wepinge  forto  stynf.  [2169]  fFor  whicti  roson  pia 
noble  wiff  Prudence  suf&ed  her  husbonde  forto  wepe 
and  crie  as  for  a  ccrteyn  space.  [2170]  IT  And  whan  she 
8eg&  her  tyme  she  saide  to  him  in  fia  wise  IT  Alias  my 
lord  quod  she  whi  maken  je  joui*  self  forto  [semUer  fol  f 
[2 1 71]  II  fCappartient  pas  (i  eage  homme  de] 
maken  sucti  a  sorowe.  [2172]  joure  dou^tere  with 
]>e  grace  of  god  shal  warissh  and  scape.  [2173]  ^^^  ^ 
were  is  so?  faf  she  ri3f  nowe  were  dede.  je  ne  au3f 
not*  as  for  her  deth  jour  self  destroie.  [2174]  IT  Senec« 
sei^  /  ^  wise  man  shal  not*  take  to  gref  discomfort*  for 
fee  deej)  of  his  children.  [2175]  buf  certes  he  shuld 
suffire  if  in  pacience  /  as  wel  as  he  abide))  fe  deep 
of  his  owne  p7*opre  persons . 

[2176]  IT  This  Melebius  answercJ  anofl  and  sayde. 
What*  man  quod  he  shulde  of  his  weping*  stent* .  ])af  h&f 
so  grete  a  cause  as  I  haue .  [2177]  .Ihe^u  our  lord  him  self 
wepte  for  fe  dee))  of  lazarus  his  frende  f  Qualiter  Ihesus 
christus  fleuit  prop^  mortem  Lazari ,  [2178]  IT  Pru- 
dence answerde .  Certee  wel  I  woot*  attempre  wepinge  is 
no  ]>inge  defended  to  him  ))af  soroweful  is .  amonges  folk 
in  sorowe .  but*  if  is  rather  graunted  hym  to  wepe .  [2179] 
The  Appostel  paul  vnto  ])e  Komayns.  Apo^olus  a  Eo- 
manos  write)) .  Man  shal  reioyse  wi))  hem  f  af  maken  loie . 
and  wepe  wtt^  suche  folk  as  wepen:  [2180]  Buf  fouje 
attempre  wepinge  be  graunted .  certes  outrage  wepinge  is 
defended.  [2 181]  %  Mesure  of  wepinge  shulde  be  con- 
sidered aftere  ^  loor  ))af  techef  vs  senec<  [2182]  %  Whan 
]>at  ))i  frende  is  dede  sei))  he .  laf  nof  ]>ine  eyen  to  moisf 
bene  of  teeres .  commynge  to  ])ine  eyen .  laf  hem  nat  fedle  • 
[2183]  And  whan  ]>owe  hasf  forgoon  ))i  freende.  Do 
diligence  to  geten  ano))er.  and  \]a  is  more  wisdome 
]>an  forto  wepe  for  ]>i  frende  which  ))af  ))ow  hasf  lome . 
for  ^r-in  nys  no  boote.  [2184]  And  ))er-fore  jif  ;e 
goueme  }ou  by  sapience .  putte  away  sorowe  from  joure 
hertes.     [2185]    Remembre))    ))af    lYiegua    Sirak    sei)), 
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A  man  ^af  is  loious  and  glad  in  herf  if  conserae]^ 
hjm  florsshyng*  in  his  age  But*  soly  sorowM  herf 
inake]»  his  bonys  drie.  [2186]  He  sei^  eke  Jms. 
^f  soTpwe  in  berf  8clee}>  M  mony  a  man.  [2187]  Sa- 
lomon aeipi  }>af  ri^f  as  mothes  in  fe  shepes  fleese 
annoyen  to  ^e  clo}>e8.  and  fe  smale  wormes  to  fe  tree. 
Eijf  80  annoief  sorowe  to  p*  herte  [2188]  *Wherfore 
vs  aujf  as  wel  in  }>e  dee}>  of  onre  cbildien  as  in  ))o 
losse  of  our  goodes  temporeles  haue  pacience . 

[2189]  Bemembre]>  3owe  ypon  pacienf  lob. 
Whan  be  bad  losf  bis  cbildeie  and  bis  temporeH  sub- 
etaunce  and  in  bis  body  endured  mony  a 
gieuous.  trA)ulacioii  ^iif  saide  be  ]>us.  [2190]  Our 
lorde  ba))  [jeue  it  me  /  our  lorde  ba]?]  byraft*  it  me 
Bi)t*  80  as  our  lord  wolde  rijf  so  is  it*  done,  yblessed 
-  be  )pe  name  of  our'  lord  [2 191]  IF  To  ^ise  forseide 
^ingges  answered  Melebius  mto  bis  wif  Prudence 
AH  ))ise  wordes  quod  be  bene  trewe.  and  })erto  pro- 
fitable .  Buf  trewly  myn  berf  is  troubled  soo .  wif  fis  sorowe . 
80  grisly  fail  note  wbaf  to  doon.  [2192]  Lat*  calle 
quod  prudence  fi  trewe  frendes  alle.  and  fine  lynaga 
wbidL  faf  bene  wise,  tellef  ;our  caas  and  berkenef 
wbaf  fei  say  in  counsailinge  And  30U  gou^me  aftere  her 
sentence.  [2193]  Salomon  seif  wirk  al  ]>i  ]nng* 
by  cot^nsail  and  ]>ou  sbalf  neuere  repenf 

[2x94]  IT  Tban  by  fe  counsaile  of  [bis  wif  Pru- 
dence] [MeUihSe  appdia  movlt  de\  folk*.  [2195]  as 
Birurgyens.  Pbisiciens.  olde  folk*  and  }onge.  and  som 
of  bis  olde  enemyes  reconsiled  as  by  her  countenatmce 
to  bis  loue  and  into  bis  grace.  [2196]  And  ferwifal 
fer  commen  somme  of  bis  nei3bouros  )>at  didden  bim 
reuerence.  more  for  drede  fan  for  loue  as  if  bappef 
ofi^  [2197]  %  Ther  commen  also  ful  mony  subtile  flat^rers 
and  wise  aduocatea  lered  in  fe  lawe . 

[2198]  And  wban  fise  folk*  to-gydere  were  assembled . 
tbis  Melebius  in  sorowful  wise  sbewed  bem  bis  caas. 
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[2199]  And  by  ]>e  manere  of  his  speche  if  seined 
^atf  in  his  herf  he  here  a  cruel  yre .  redy  to  do  yenge- 
aunce  vpon  his  foon.  And  sodeynly  J^an  desired  ^af  ^e 
werre  shuld  bygynne  [2200]  But*  na]>elees  ^if  axed  he 
her  connsaile  vpon  J)is  matere./  [2201]  ^  A  Sirurgien  by 
licence  and  assent*  of  such  as  were  wise  yp  aroos  and  yn- 
to  melebius  saide  as  }e  shul  here 

[2202]  ^  Sir  quod  he  as  to  vs  Syrurgience  appentej) 
^at*  we  doo  to  euery  wight*  pQ  best*  Jat*  we  can  •  wher  as 
we  bene  wi^holden.  and  to  our  pacience  fa.if  wo  do  no 
damage.  [2203]  Wherfore  it*  happef  mony  tyme  and  oft* 
^t*  whan  ))at*  twey  men  had  euerich  wounded  oipere  oon 
Sirurgien  helef  hem  bofe  .  [2204]  Wherfore  vnto 
our  «urt*  if  is  nof  appertenenf  to  norsshe  werre  he  parties 
to  supporte  /  [2205]  Buf  certes  as  to  Je  warisshing*  of 
90ure  doghtere  al  be  if  so  faf  she  perilously  be 
wounded  we  shullen  do  so  ententif  bysynes  fro  day  to 
nyghf  Thaf  wi^  fe  grace  of  god  she  shal  be  hool  and 
sounde  as  sone  as  is.  possible  [2206]  IF  Almosf  ri^f 
in  ^e  same  wise  pe  Phisicien  answerd  saue  ])af 
|>ei  seiden  a  fewe  woordes  moore.  [2207]  Thaf  rijf 
as  maladies  ^bene  by  huie  contraries  saued  Ei^f  soo  shal 
man  warissh^  werre  by  vengeaunce.  [2208]  His  neigh- 
bours ful  of  enyie  his  feyned  frendes  pot  semeden 
reconsiled  his  flaterers  [2209]  made  semblanf 
of  wepinge  and  enpeiren  and  engreggen  mochel  of  pia 
matero  in  preising*  gretely  meleby  of  my^f .  of  power, 
of  Richesse  and  of  frendes .  Dispisinge  pe  power  of  his 
adudfsaries  /  [2210]  and  seiden  yttrely  ))af  he  anoon 
shuld  wreke  hym .  on  his  foes  and  bygymie  werre . 

[22 11]  ^  Yp  roos  ^an  an  aduocate  ]>af  was  wise, 
by  leue  and  by  counsaile  of  opere  )»af  were  wise,  and  saide . 
[22 1 2]  IT  Lordingge^  pe  nede  for  |»e  which  we  bene  assembled 
in  pis  place  is  ful  heuy  )>inge.  and  a  grete  matere 
[2213]  by  cause  of  pe  wronge  and  of  pe  wikkednesse  paif 
ha^  bene  doon .  and  eke  by  resofi  of  a  grete  damage  ^f 
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in   tyme  commyng<  is  possible  to  fallen,  for  pe  same. 
[2214]    and    eke    by    resofi    of    Jje    grete    riches    and 
powei'  of  Je  parties  bo^e.  [2215]  ffor  fe  wbicfe  resons 
it*  were  a  ful  grete  p^rile  to  erren  in  ^is  matere .  [2216] 
Wlierfore   melebius   Jis   13  oure  sentence,   we  counsaile 
3011     abouen     al    ^inge.      ^at     ri3t*     anoon     je      do 
diligence  in  fe  kepinge  of  ^oure  propre  pe^'sone  in  sucfe  a 
wise  fat*  ^e  ne  wante  noon  espie  ne  waccbe .  ^oure  body 
forto  saue.  [2217]  And  after  fat*  we  counsaile  fat*  in 
30ure  hous  ^e  sette  suffisanf  Lamays.  bo  faf  ]>ei  mowe 
as  wel  ^oure  body  as  ^our  hous  defende  [2218]  But  certes 
forto    moue    werre  ,    or    sodeynly    to    doo    vengeannce 
we  mowe  not*  deme  in  so  litel  tyme  fat*  were  profit- 
able [2219]  wherfore  we  axen  leisere  and  space  to  haue 
deliberacion  in  fis  caas  to  deme.  [2220]  £for  fe  Comon 
prouerbe    sei]>    fus.     He    fat*    sone    demef    sone    shal 
repent*.    [2221]  And   eke  men  sayfl  fat*  filk   luge  is 
wis    faf  sone  vnderstonde])   a  matere.   and   lugge))   by 
leisere.  [2222]  ffor  al  be  it*  soo  fat*  taryinge  be  noyful. 
algate  it*  is  nat*  to  repreue  in  geuynge  of  luggemenf  ne  in 
Yengeaunce  takinge  whan  it*  is  so  suffisaunf  and  resonable . 
[2223]     &     swed     oui'e     lorde     Ihc«u    crist*    by    en- 
sample,     ifor    whan    fe    womman    fat*    was    taken    in 
avoutrie  /  was  brou^f  in  bis  presence  to  knowen  what* 
shulde  be  doon  of  her  persone.  al  be  it*  fat*  he  wist* 
wel  him  self  what*  he  wold  answere  [toutesooies  il  ne 
respandipas]  sodeynly.  but  he  wolde  haue  deliberaciofi .  And 
in   fe   grounde  he  wroof  threse.    [2224]  and  by  fise 
causes    we    axe    deliberaciofi.    And    we    shul    fan    by 
grace     of    good     counsaile    doo     finge    that*    shal    be 
profitable 

[2225]  IT  Vp  sterten  fen  fe  ^onge  folk  at  onys 
^and  fe  moost*  partie  of  fat*  company e  han  scome  of  fis 
wise  olde  man  and  bygonnen  to  make  noyse  and  saide. 
[2226]  Ri3t*  soo  fe  while  fat*  yren  is  hoote .  men  shulde 
smy te  .  Ri3f  soo  shuli)  men  wreken  her  harmes  and  wrogges . 
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pe  wkile  pei  benefresshe  and  newe.  And  wif  lowde  voice  fei 
criden  werre . 

[2227]  .Vp  rooB  foo  oon  of  fise  olde  wiso  and 
wip  his  hondes  made  countenatince  pat*  men  sliulde 
holden  hem  stille  and  ^euen  hym  audience.  [2 2 28 J 
IT  Lordingges  quod  he  J>er  is  ful  mony  a  man  /  pat* 
crien  werre  werre  pat*  woten  ful  litcl  what*  werre 
amountep  .  [2229]  Werre  at*  his  bygynnynge  hap  so  grete 
an  entre  aiid  so  large  pat*  euery  -wi^V  may  entro 
whan  him  likep  and  li3tly  fynde  werre .  [2230]  But* 
certes  what*  ende  shal  falle  it*  is  nat*  lijt* 
to  knowe.  [2231]  ffor  sopely  whan  pat*  werre  is  onys 
bygonne .  per  is  ful  mony  a  childe  vnbom  of  his  modere . 
pat*  steruen.  ^onge  by  cause  of  pilk  werre  or  ellys 
lye  in  swowe  and  dye  in  wrecchednesso .  [2232]  And 
perfore  er  pat*  eny  wefre  be  bygonne  f  men  most*  han 
grete  counsaile  and  grete  deliberacioil  [2233]  And  whan 
pis  olde  man  had  wende  to  enforsen  his  tale  by  resons . 
wel  nygh  aH  at  onys  bygonne  to  rise  foi-to  breken  his 
tale .  and  beden  hj7n  ful  oft*  his  wordes  forto  abrigge , 
[2234]  ffor  soply  he  pat*  prechep  to  hem  pat*  lisf 
nat*  here  his  wordes  his  sermon  availep  not*.  [2235] 
ffor  Ihesus  Sirak* .  seip .  pat*  musike  in  wepinge  is 
noyous  pinge.  This  is  to  saien  as  moch  availep  to 
speke  to-fore  folk  to  which  his  speche  avaiU^p  not* .  as  it*  is 
to  synge  byfore  hym  pat*  wepep.  [2236]  And  whan  pis 
wise  man  segh  pat*  hym  wanted  audience  al  shamefasf 
he  sette  hym  doune  ageyne .  [2237]  ffor  Salomon  seip .  Ther 
as  pou  ne  maisf  not*  haue  audience,  enforce  pe  naf 
to  speke  [2238]  IT  I  se  wel  quod  pis  wise  man  pat*  pe 
comon  prouerbe  is  sope .  pat*  good  counsaile 
whan  it*  is  most*  nede   availlep 

[2239]  IT  ?if  had  pis  Melebius  in  his  counsaile  moche 
folk*  pat*  prively  in  his  eere  counsailed  hyw  moche  pinge 
and  counsailed  hym  pe  contrarye  in  general  audience 

[2240]    IT   Wha?i    Melebius    had    herd    pe  grettest* 
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partye  of  his  counsaile  were  acorded  pa.\f  he  shnid  make 
werra.  Anoii  consented  to  her  counseiUinge  and  fully 
affermed  her  sentence  [2241]  If  Than  dame  Pradence 
whan  ])af  she  seye  howe  ])af  her  hushonde  shope 
forto  wreke  hym  on  his  foon  and  bygynne  werre.  she 
in  ful  vnble  wise  whan  she  segh  her  tyme  saide 
hym  Jise  ^wordes  [2242]  IF  My  lord  qnod  she  I  jow 
biseche  as  hertely  as  I  dare  and  can  no  hast*  jon  nat*  to 
fasf.  and  for  aH  guerdons  as  ^eue  me  audience. 
[2243]  ffor  Pirus  Alfons.  sei))  ])U8 .  who  so  J>at»  doJ> 
fe  good  or  harme.  hast>  pe  nat*  to  qwiten  it>.  ffor 
in  pis  wise  pi  frende  wil  abide  and  pine  enemye  shal 
pe  lenger  lyve  in  drede ./  [2244]  IT  The  prouerbe  seip.  He 
hastep  wel  pat*  wisely  can  abide .  And  in  wicked  haasf 
nys  no  profit* 

[2245]  IT  This  Meleby  answeftl  to  his  wiff  Prudence 
I.  pterpoos  not*  quod  he  to  wirken  afbei'  pi  counsaile  ffor 
mony  causes  and  resons.  ffor  certes*  euery  wi3t'  wolde 
holde  me  pan  a  fooH  [2246]  IF  This  is  to  sayne  If  I 
for  pi  connsailing*  wold  chaunge  pingges  pat*  aren 
affermed  by  so  mony  wise  men.  [2247]  8ec- 
oundly  I  saye  pat*  alle  wommen  bene  wicke.  and  non 
good  of  hem  aH.  for  of  a  thowsande  men  saip  Salomon 
.1.  foond  oon  good  man .  But  certes  of  alle  wommen  good 
womman  fonde  I  neuer  one.  [2248]  And  also  certys  jif  I 
gouemed  me  by  pi  covnsaille  it*  shuld  seme  paf  I  had 
^eue  pe  euere  pe  maistrie  as  god  forbede  pat* 
it*  so  were.  [2249]  ffor  Syrak  seip  pat*  if  pe 
wif  haue  pe  maistrie  she  is  contrarious  [d  son  mary"]. 
[2250]  And  Salomon  seip  Keuere  in  pi  lif  to  pi 
wif  ne  to  pi  childe  ne  to  pi  frende  ne  jeue  no  power 
ouer  pi  self,  ffor  bettere  if  were  pat*  pi  children  asken 
of  pi  persone  pinge  pat*  hem  nedep  pan  pou  sese 
pi  self  in  pe  hondes  of  pi  children  [2251]  IF  And  also  ^if  I 
wolde  wyrk*  by  pi  couTisaiUinge .  Certes  my  counsaile 
most*  aomtyme  be  seciee .  til  if  were  tyme  paf  if  mosf  be 
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knowe  and  pia  ne  may  not*  be  [2252.  For  it  is  written, 
')ye  Ia7?gelarie  of  wommen  can  hide  j^ingges  ]>at* 
J>ei  woote  noujt*  [2253]  Furthennore,  the  philosopher 
saith,  'In  wicked  counsaille  wommen  venqnisi^  men;' 
and  for  these  reasons  I  ought  not  to  make  use  of  thy 
counsel.     {See  I  2274,  2280,  i?.  209,  210,  Jjeloiv.)] 

[2254]  IT  Dame  Prudence  ful  debonairly  and 
-wif  grete  pacience  had  harde  aU  ]>af  her  husbonde 
liked  to  say.  ))an  axed  she  of  hym  licence  forto 
speke  and  saide  in  j>ia  wise.  [2255]  IF  My  lord  quod  she 
as  to  joure  furst*  resofi  certes  it*  may  lijfly  be 
answerde.  for  I  say  fat*  it»  nys  no  foly  to  chaunge 
counsaille  whan  ^e  )>inge  is  chaunged .  £for  ellis  whan 
fe  ])inge  8eme]>  o)}er  wise  yon  if  was  byfom 
[2256  Apres,  je  dy  encores  phus^  car  se  tu  avoies 
promis  et  juri  de  faire\  joure  empnse .  And 
na)>elees  30  wayn  to  [perjforeme  Jilk*  same  emprise, 
by  iusf  cause .  Men  shuld  not*  seyn  fat*  30  were 
a  Iyer  or  forswome.  [2257]  flfor  ))e  booke  seif  The 
while  man  make))  no  lesinge  f  whan  he  tume))  his  corage  to 
])e  bettei'.  [2258]  And  al  be  it*  soo  pat*  ^oure  empnse  be 
establed  and  ordeyned  by  grete  multitude  of  folk.  3it 
ther  30U  not*  acomplise  ])ilk^  same  ordynaunce  but*  30U  like . 
[2259]  ffor  )>e  troupe  of  {^ingges  and  J)e  profite  bene 
ra]>er  founden .  in  fewe  ^  folk*  Jiaf  bene  wise  and  ful  of 
resofl  J>an  by  grete  multitude  of  folk*  per  euery  man 
criep  and  claterep  what*  hym  likep .  Sooply  such 
multitude  nys  not*  honest*  [2260]  And  to  ]>e  secounde 
resofl  wher  as  je  seyn  Jjaf  wommen  bene  wicked, 
saue  joure  grace  Certes  30  dispise  idi  wommen  in  pis 
wise .  and  [he]  pat*  al  dispiseth  [al  displeseth] .  as  seip  pe 
boke.  [2261]  And  Senec  seip.  Who-so  wil  haue  sapi- 
ence shal  no  man  dispreise.  but*  he  shal  gladly  teche 
paf  he  can.  wip[out]  presumpcioun  or  pride. 
[2262]  and  suche  pinge  as  he  nou3t*  ne  can  he 
shal  nof  bene  ashamed  to  leme  hem  /  and  enquere  of  lasse 

FSTWOETH  499    (6-T.  SOS)      C^lMf  ISO,  buck] 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


6IZ-TEXT   209 

GROUP  B.   §  10.  MELIBKU8.  Potworth  MS. 

folk"  fan  hym  self.  [2263]  And  faf  J>er  haj)  bene 
fill  mony  good  wommen .  [Ten  le  puet  prouver  legih*ement . 
[2264]  Premlerement,  car  nostre  JSeicpieur  Iheeu-Criat  ne 
86  fvst  oncquee  daigne  descendre  en  femme]  yd  alle 
wommen  had  be  wikke.  [2265]  but*  for 
J)af  grete  bounte  fat*  is  in  workmen  f  our  lorde  Ihesus  crist* 
whan  he  was  risen  from  dejje  to  lyf  appered  raf  er  to  a 
woTTiman  fan  to  his  apostels.  [2266]  And  fouje 
pat  Salomon  say .  f  af  he  ne  fonde  neuer  no  good  womman  i 
It*  folowej)  not*  ferfore  fat*  alle  wommen  bene 
wikke.  [2267]  ffor  fou^e.  fat*  he  ne  foonde  noon  good 
Certes  mony  an  of^z-e  man  haf  founde 
mony  a  wowjman  fill  good  and  trewe.  [2268]  Or  ellis 
p^rauenture  fe  en  tent*  of  Salomon  fis.  as  in 
souereyn  bounte  he  saide  no  womman.  [2269]  This  to 
sayn  fat*  fer  is  no  wi3t*  faf  haf  eouereyne  bounte 
sauf  god  allone .  as  he  hym  self  recordef  in  his  euaun- 
gely .  [2270]  ffor  fer  nys  no  creature  so  good  fat*  hym 
ne  wantef  somwhat*  of  f e  perfeccioun  of  god  fat*  is  his 
[maker]  [2271]  %  ?oure  iij.  resofl  is  fis.  ^e  sejnie  fat*  if 
30  gouerned  30U  by  counsaile  of  me  it*  shulde  seme  fat*  je 
had  ^eue  me  fe  maistrie  and  fe  lordship  Ouer  30ure 
pe7'son.  [2272]  sire  sane  joui-o  grace!  it*  is  not*  soo .  ffor 
^if  it*  so  were  fat*  man  shulde  be  counsailed  but*  only 
of  hem  fat*  had  maistrie  and  lordship  ouer  his  persone . 
men  wold  nat*  be  counsailled  so  oft*.  [2273]  IF  ffor  sofly 
filk  man  fat*  axef  counsaile  of  a  p7/rpoos.  3it*  haf  he 
free  chois  whefer  he  wil  wirk*  by  fat*  counsaile  or 
ndon.  [2274]  IF  And  as  to  30ure  ferfe  resofi  fer  as  30 
sayn  fat*  f e  Ia7igelarie  of  wommen  can  hide  f ingges  fat* 
f ei  woote  nou3t*  as  who  seif .  fat*  a  womman  can  nof 
hide.  [2275]  Sire  Thise  woordes  bene  vnder- 
stonde  of  wommen  fat*  bene  langelers  and  wicked 
[2276]  of  which  wo?wme  men  seiyfi  fat*  fre  fingge* 
dryuen  a  man  out*  of  his  hous .  That*  is  to  seyn  Smoke . 
dropping*  of  Keyn/  and  wicked  wyues   [2277]  IF   And 

PETWORTH  600  (6-T.  S09) 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


SIX-TEXT   210 

QRoup  B.  §  10.  MELIBEU8.  Petworth  MS. 

BViciL  womman  seit&  Salomon .  J^at*  it  were  better  a  man  were 
in  desert*  by  hym  self .  pa,n  wi]?  a  womman  at*  home  pat*  is 
riotours.  [2278]  And  Sire  by  ^oure  leue  ^pat*  am  nat*  I. 
[2279]  ffor  3e  haue  ful  oft*  assaied  my  grete  silence  and  my 
grete  padence.  and  eke  how  wel  I  can  hiden  and  hele  finge* 
pat*  men  ou3ten  secrely  to  hyde  [2280]  IT  And  soply  as  to 
^oure  .V.  resofi.  where  as  je  sayn  Jwit*  in  wicked  coun- 
saille  wommen  venquissh  men  /  god  woote  )>ilk  is  no  reson 
in  no  stede.  [2281]  ffor  vnderstondeth  nowo.  3e 
axen  connsaile  forto  doo  wikkednesse .  [2282]  and  if  je  wiH 
wirk  wickednesse  and  ^oure  wiff  restreyn  pilk 
wikkednesse  &  ouercommej)  30U  by  reson  and  by 
good  counsaile  /  [2283]  certis  30ur6  wiff  ou3f  ra)>er  to  be 
preysed  pan  yblamed  [2284]  ^  Thus  shuld  30  vnder- 
stonde  pe  philosophre  pat*  saip .  In  wikked  coonsaille 
wo7nmen  venquyssh  her  husbondes  [2285]  And  per 
as  36  blamen  alle  wommen  and  her  resons  I  shal  shewe 
30U  by  mony  ensamples  pat*  mony  a  womman  hap 
bene  ful  good  an  3it^  bene,  and  her  counsaile  hoolsom 
and  profitable  [2286]  Eke  somme  men  ban  saide  pat*  pe 
counsail  of  wommen  is  eiper  do  dere  or  to 
litel  of  price  [2287]  But*  al  be  it*  soo  pat*  ful  mony 
womman  is  badde  and  her  counsaile  vile  and  not*  worpe  / 
3it*  han  men  founden  ful  mony  a  good  wo/nman  and  ful 
discrete  and  wise  in  counsailynge  [2288]  ^  Loo  lacobe  by 
counsaile  of  his  modere  Bebekka  wan  pe  benyson  of 
Isaak  his  fadere  and  pe  lordship  of  al  his  // 
[2289]  luditH  by  her  good  counsaille  delyuered  pe  Cite  of 
Bethulye  in  which  she  dwelled  out*  of  pe  hondes  of 
Olyfemes  pat*  had  it*  biseched  and  wolde  if  destroye 
[2290]  abigaille  deliuered  Kabell  her  hnsbonde  from 
dauid  pe  [rot/  qui  le  voloit  occire,  et  appami] 
pe  kinge  by  her  witte  and  by  pe  good  counsaO- 
inge  [2291]  IT  Hester  By  hure  good  consaile  enhaunsed 
gretly  pe  puple  of  god  in  pe  regne  of  Assuerus  .  The  kinge 
[2292]    and    pe    same  bunte    in  good    counsailynge   of 
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inony  a  good  womman  may  men  telle  /  [2293]  and  more- 
oner  whan  onr  lorde  had  create  Adam  our  forme  fadere 
he  saide  in  pis  wise  [2294]  IF  If  is  nat*  good  to  be  a 
man  allone .  make  we  to  hym  an  helpe  8[e]mblabie  to  him 
seK  [2295]  IT  Here  may  je  see  ))at*  ^if  womman 
were  nat*  good  and  her  counsaile  good  and  profitable 
[2296]  Cure  lord  god  of  beuen  wolde  nei)}er  haue  wroujf 
hem .  ne  called  hem  helpe  of  man .  buf  raper  confusion  to 
man.  [2297]  And  )yat*  seide  onys  a  clerk  in  twoo  vers. 
What*  is  bette  ])an  gold .  Jasper .  And  what*  i&  better  )}an 
laspe.  Wisdome.  [2298]  4^d  what*  is  better  fan 
wisdom  Womman.  and  what*  is  hetter  pan  good 
womman  no  finge.  [2299]  And  sire  by  mony  oJ)er 
resons  may  30  see  p&if  wommen  bene  good 
[e<  leur  conseil  bon]  and  profitable.  [2300]  And  ))erfore 
jif  3e  wil  trest*  to  my  counsaile  I  shal  restore  3011 
;oure  doi^tere  hool  *  and  sounde .  [2301]  And  eke  I  wil  do 
to  ;ou  so  moche  paf  ^e  haue  honure  in  pia  caas 

[2302]  IF  Whan  meleby  harde  pe  wordes  of  his 
wiff*  Prudence  he  saide  pus,  [2303]  I  see  wel  Jat*  pe 
wordes  of  Salomon  bene  soJ)e.  He  sei))  )>af  wordes  p&\f 
bene  spoken  discretely  by  ordinat^nce  .  bene  hony  combes 
for  ]}ei  3euen  swet*ne88e  to  pe  soule  and  hoolsomnesse 
to  pe  body  [2304]  And  wif  by  CAuse  of  )»i  swete 
wordes  and  eke  for  I  haue  assaied  and  preued  )>i  grete 
sapience  and  pi  grete  troupe  I  wil  goueme  me  by  pi 
counsaile  in  al  pinge  , 

[2305]  If  Now  sire  quod  dame  prudence  and  sipeu  30 
vouche  sauf  to  be  gouemed  by  my  counsaile  I  wol 
enforme  ^owe  howe  je  shul  goueme  joure  selfe  in  chesing* 
of  joure  counsaile.  [2306]  ;e  shal  first*  in  al  ^oure 
werkes  mekely  bysechen  to  pe  hije  god  pat*  he  wil 
be  joure  counseiloi^r  [2307]  and  shapep  as  to  such 
entenf  paf  he  3eue  30U  counsaile  and  comforte  as  taujt* 
Thebye  his  sone.   [2308]  At*  al  tymes  pow  shalf  blesso 

PETWORTH   609  (6-T.  21l)       CM€«ftSl,back] 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


SIX-TEXT   212 

GBOup  B.  §  10.  MELiBBus.  Petworth  MS. 

god  and  piey  hym  dxesso  ]>i  wales,  and  loke  alle 
pi  connsailles  bene  in  hym  for  euermore  [2309]  IF  Seinf 
lame  eke  eaij^ .  If  eny  of  jowe  haue  nede  of  Sapience .  axe 
iti'  of  god.  [2310]  and  afterward  J>an  shal  30  take 
connsaile  in  joure  self,  and  examyne  wel  301116  ])0U3t^  of 
sacK  ]>ingge8  as  30U  ^enke^  ])af  is  best*  for  joure  profif . 
[23 11]  And  ])an  shal  30  driue  from  3oure  herf  poo 
]Mitii  bene  contrarious  to  good  counsayle .  [2312] 
y^V  is  to  sayn  Ire .  Couetise  and  hastinesse . 

[2313]  ffarsf  he  ])at*  aakep  counsaile  of  hym  self  certys 
he  most*  bene  wi])-ouf  Ire.  for  many  causes  [2314] 
IT  pe  fiirsf  is  pis.  He  pB.i?  hap  grete  Ire  and  wre)>e  in 
hy7/»  self  he  weue))  alway  ))af  he  may  doo  ))af  he 
may  nat*  doo  [2315]  IT  And  secoundly  he  pat*  is  Irons 
and  wrolfi .  he  ne  may  naf  wel  deme .  [2316]  [and  he  ])at] 
may  nat*  wel  [deme  may  nat  wel]  counsaile  [2317]  IT  The 
iij.  is  this  pai?  he  paf  is  Irons  and  wro])e  as  sai]) 
Senec<  ne  may  nat  speke  but*  blameful  ))ingges  /  [2318] 
and  wij>  his  vicious  wordes  he  stirep  oJ>er  folk*  to 
angre  and  to  Ire.  [2319]  And  eke  bit  30  most  dryue 
Coueitise  ouf  of  3oure  herf .  [2320]  ffor  pe  appostel  seip 
paf  Couetise  is  roote  of  aHe  harmes.  [2321]  And  trustep 
wel  pai?  a  couetous  man  ne  can  nat*  deme  [ne  tbinke] 
but*  only  to  fulfille  pe  eende  of  his  couetise  [2322]  and 
certes  pat*  may  neuei'  ben  accompliced .  ifor  euer 
more  pe  habundance  pat*  he  hap  of  Eicchesse  pe  more 
he  desirep.  [2323]  ^  And  sire  30U  most*  also  dryue  ^away 
from  yyuie  herf  hastynesse  [2324]  for  certes  30  may 
not*  deme  for  pe  best*  a  sodeyn  pou3f  pat*  fallep  in 
3onre  hert*.  IT  but*  30  most*  aviso  30U  on  it*  ful  oft*. 
[2325]  ffor  as  30  herde  he[re]-to-forn)  pe  comon  prouerbe .  If 
is  pis  paf  he  paf  sone  demep  .  sone  repentep . 

[2326]  Sir6  30  bene  nof  alway  in  like  disposicioft 
[2327]  for  certes  some  pinge  paf  semep  somtyme  to 
30U  good  to  do.  Anop^  tyme  if  semep  to  30U 
pe  contrarie 
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[2328]  IT  Whan  je  ban  taken  counsaile  in  joure  self  and 
so  han  demed  by  good  deliberacioil  each  fingges  as  30U 
semed  besf  /  [2329]  fan  rede  I  jou  fat*  je  kepe  it* 
Secre  [2330]  Bywrey  nat*  301116  counsaUe  to  no  persone . 
buf  if  so  be  J>af  30  wenen  faf  sikerly  Jjaf  forgfi  3oure 
bewreying*  30ure  condiciofl  shal  be  pa  more 
profitable.  [2331]  flfor  Jhems  Cirak  self,  neifere  to  fi 
ffoo  ne  to  pi  freende  diskeuere  not*  pi  score  ne  pi  folye 
[2332]  for  pei  wil  3eue  pe  audience  and  lokinge  and 
Bupportacion  in  pi  presence  and  sconie  pe  in  pine 
absence  [2333]  IT  Anoper  clerk  seip  pat  scarcely  shalt*  pow 
fynden  eny  persone  pat*  may  kepe  counsaile  seci^ly. 
[2334]  ]5e  boke  saip .  Whilst*  pat*  pou  kepest*  pi  counsaile 
in  pine  herte  pou  kepest*  it*  in  pi  prison.  [2335]  And 
whan  pou  byivreyest  pi  counsaile  to  eny  wight*  he  holdep 
pe  in  his  snare  [2336]  And  perfore  it*  is  better 
hide  pi  couwsaile  in  pine  hert*.  pan  preien  hym  to 
whoom  30  han  bywreiep  30ure  counsaUe  pat*  he  wil  kepen 
it*  clooce  and  stille  [2337]  IT  flfor  Senec  saip.  If  so  be 
pat*  pou  ne  may  pine  owne  counsaile  hide,  how 
maist  pou  preien  eny  oper  wi3t*  pi  secree  counsaile  to 
kepe  [2338]  IF  Buf  napelees  3if  pou  wone  sikerly  pat* 
pi  bewriyng*  of  pi  counsaile  to  a  p^-sone  wil  make  pi 
condicion  stonden  in  a  better  plite .  pan  slialt*  pou 
telle  him  pi  counsaile  in  pis  wise  [233 9J  f  fiftii-st  pan 
shalf  make  no  semblant*  whedere  pe  were  leuer  pees  or 
werre.  or  pis  or  pat*,  ne  schewe  hym  not*  pi  mile  and 
pine  entent*.  [2340]  fFor  trest*  wel  pat*  comonly  pise 
counsailours  bene  flaterers  [2341]  and  namely  pe  cownseilours 
of  grete  lordys.  [2342]  tfor  pei  enformen  hem  alway 
raper  to  speke  plesannt*  wordys  enclynynge  to  pe  lordes 
lust*  pan  woordes  pat*  bene  trewe  and  profitable  [2343]  f  ^ind 
j>erfore  men  sayne  pat*  pe  riche  man  hap  seelden  good  coun- 
saile. buf  3if  he  haue  it  of  hym  self*  [2344]  And  aftere  paf 
pow  shalt  considere  pi  frendes  and  pine  enemyes. 
[2345]    and  as    toucliinge    pi    frecndes    pou    shalt    coii- 
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Bidera  If  whicb  of  hem  bene  mosf  feipfoH.  and  most 
wyse  ajid  eldest*  *and  mosf  approued  in  counseiUynge  / 
[2346]  of  liem  shalf  fowe  axe  pi  couiisaile  as  fe 
caas  requii'ej) 

[2347]  I  say  not*  fursf  30  slml  clepo  to  joure  coun- 
saile  3oure  frendes  fat*  bene  trewe  [2348]  IT  Ifor  Salomon 
sei}).  ))af  ri3t<  as  pe  hert*  of  a  man  delitef  in  Sauot^r 
pat*  is  swete.  rijt*  so  pe  coonsaile  of  trewe  frendes 
jeuep  swetHesse  to  J>e  sowle .  [2349]  He  seip  also  pat  per 
may  no  ping*  be  likned  to  pe  trewe  frende .  [2350]  ffor 
certes  gold  ne  siluer  bene  not*  so  moch  worp  as  pe 
good  wille  of  a  trewe  frende.  [2351]  IT  And  eke  he  saip 
pat*  a  trewe  &ende  is  a  grete  defence  /  who  so  paf 
if  fyndcp .  certis  he  fyndep  a  grete  tresoure . 
[2352]  Than  ahul  30  eke  considere  if  paf  joure 
trewe  frendes  bene  discrete  and  wise,  for  pe  boke 
seip  Aske  alway  pi  coonsaile  of  hem  paf  bene  wise. 
[2353]  And  by  pis  same  rcson  shulde  je  depen  to  3001-0 
counsaile  of  30ur6  frendys  paf  bene  of  age  suc&  as  han 
sayn  moc&  and  bene  experf  in  mony  pingges  and  bene 
approued  in  counsailinge .  [2354]  ffor  pe  boke  seip 
paf  in  olde  men  is  pe  sapience  [et  en  moult  de  temps 
est  pitidencel  [2355]  IT  And  Tullius  saip  paf  grete 
phigges  ne  ben  nof  accompHsed  by  strenghf  ne  by 
delyuernesse  of  body  buf  by  good  counsaile  By  auctorite 
of  pe^rsones  and  be  science  pe  which  iij.  pinges  ne 
bene  nof  feble  by  age  buf  certes  pci  cnforsen  and  en- 
cresen  day  by  day .  [2356]  And  pan  shal  je  kepe 
pis  for  a  general  rewle  IT  ifursf  shal  30  kepe  to  3oure 
counsaile  a  fewe  of  3oure  firendes  paf  especial  bene 
[2357]  flfor  Salomon  seip  Mony  frendes  haue  powe 
buf  among  a  thousand  chese  pe  oon  to  be  pi  coimseil- 
our .  [2358]  ffor  al  be  if  soo  paf  powe  fursf  ne  telle  pi 
counsaile  buf  to  a  fewe .  pou  maisf  afterward  telle  if  to 
more  folk*.  3if  if  be  nede.  [2359]  Buf  loke  alway  paf  pi 
counsailers  haue  pilk  thre  condiciot^ns  )Daf  I  haue  saide 
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byfore.  faf  is  to  say  jjaf  fei  bene  trewe  and  wise  and 
of  olde  experience .  [2360]  and  wirk»  not»  alway  in  euery 
nede  by  oon  counsailere  allofi.  for  some  if  byboue]) 
be  cownsailed  by  niony  [2361]  IT  ffor  Salomon  seiJJ 
[salvation]  of  ])ingges  f  is  wher  per  bene  mony 
counselours 

[2362]  IT  Nowe  seej)  wliaf  I  baue  tolde  jou  of  which  folk* 
je  shuld  be  counsailed.  Now  wil  I  telle  30U  wbicft 
couwsaile  je  aujt*  eschewe  [2363]  IT  fl&rsf  je  shul  eschewe 
]>o  counsaile  of  foolis.  So  sei^  Salomon.  Take  no  coun- 
saile  of  a  foole  ffor  he  can  no  counsaile.  buf  aftere  his 
owne  affecciofl  [2364]  IT  The  boke  8ai]».  fal?  fe 
proprete  of  a  fool  is  |)is.  He  trowel^  ^^^7  harme 
of  euery  wi^t*.  and  li3tly  trowej)  att  bounte  ^in  hym 
self*  [2365]  Thow  eke  shal  eschewe  J>e  'Counsaillynge 
of  aH  flaterers  suche  as  enforsen  hem  ra]>er  to  preise 
pQ  pe7*sone  by  flaterye  pan  forto  telle  30U  J>e  Bop- 
fastnesse  of  J>ingges ./ 

[2366]  IT  Therfore  Tullius  seif  IT  Amoifge  alle  pe 
pestilences  ]»af  befi  in  frendship  pQ  grettesf  is 
fflatery.  And  perfoTe  is  moor  nede.  pat  Jjowe  eschewe 
and  drede  and  flee  from  pQ  swete  wordes  of  flaterers  ]>an  of 
eny  ofer  puple  [2367]  IT  The  booke  seif .  Thow  shalin'  rafer 
drede  and  fflee  from  pe  swete  wordes  of  flaterers  and  preisers 
fan  fro  pe  eger  wordes  of  Jji  frende  faf  saij)  pe  J>i  so)>e8.  [2368] 
IF  Salomon  8ei]>f  Thaf  pe  wordes  of  a  flaterer  is  a  snare 
to  cacchen  innocentes  mpe,  [2369]  He  sei))  also  J>at*  he 
]}af  speke])  to  his  freende.  wordes  of  swetnesse  and  of 
plesaunce  sette]>  a  nett*  byfore  his  foote  to  cacchen  him 
[2370]  And  })erfore  sei]»  Tullius  IF  Encline  naf  fine 
ceres  to  fflaterers.  ne  take  no  counsaile  to  wordes  of 
iflatery  [2371]  And  Caton  seif  IT  Anise  pe  wel  and 
eschewe  wordes  of  swetnesse  and  of  plesaunce. 
[2372]  And  eke  fou  shalt*  eschwe  pe  counsaile  of 
fine  olde  enemyes  [qui  sont  reconcUiSs,  [2373] 
ear   U   est   escrlpt :    nid   ne   refoume   seuremetit    en   la 
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grdce  de  son  ennemy.]  [2374]  IT  And  Isope  seif .  Ne 
tresf  not*  to  hem  to  ]>e  which  ]}ow  hast*  hadde  Bomtyme  werre 
or  onemyte.  ne  telle  nof  hem  pi  coimsaile  [2375]  IT  And 
senec  tellef  •  fe  cause  whi  •  if  may  nat*  be.  He  8eiJ> 
where  faf  grete  fuyre  haf  longe  endured,  fat* 
^r  dwelle)}  somme  vapour  of  warmnesse  [2376]  %  And  ■ 
)>erfore  seif  Salomon ./  In  fine  olde  foo  trest*  neuere . 
[2377]  ffor  sikerly  fou^e  fine  enemye  be  reconsiled 
and  makef  fe  chere  of  humilite.  and  lowtef  to  fe 
his  hede.  ne  trust*  him  neuere.  [2378]  for  ceites 
he  makef  filk  fayned  humilite  more  for  his  profiite 
fan  for  eny  loue.  of  fi  persone.  [ajin  quHl  puisse 
avoir  vicioire  de  toi]  by  swich  feyned  cwmten- 
ai^nce.  fe  which  victory  he  my3t*  not*  haue  wif  stryf 
or  werre  [2379]  IT  And  Peter  Alfons  seif  IT  Make  noon 
felawship  wif  fine  olde  enemyes .  for  ^if  f owe  doo  hem 
bounte.  fei  wil  peruerten  if  into  wykkednesse 
[2380]  IT  And  eke  fou  mosf  eschwe  fe  counsaile  of  ham 
f  af  befi  f  i  8e[r]ua2^nte8 .  and  beren  f  e  grete  reuerence .  for 
pe?-auenture  fei  sayiS  if  more  for  drede  fan  for  loue 
[2381]  IT  And  ferfore  seif  a  Philosophre  in  fis 
wisef  Ther  nys  no  wijf  pcrfitly  trwe  to  hym  faf  he  to 
fore  dredef  [2382]  IT  And  Tullius  saif  IT  Ther  is  noo 
my^f  so  grete  of  noon  Emperour  thaf  longe  may  endure 
buf  ^if  he  haue  more  loue  of  fe  puple  fa^i  drede 
[2383]  IF  Thow  shalf  also  e[s]cheu  f  e  counsaiUynge  of  folk 
faf  bene  dronklewe.  for  fei  ne  can  no  counsaile  hide 
[2384]  IT  ffor  Salomon  seif  IT  Ther  is  no  counsaile  fer  as 
regnef  dronknesse  [2385]  IT  Je  shul  also  haue  in  suspecte 
fe  counsaile  of  such  folk*  as  counsaile  3owe 
prively.  oon .  *and  fe  contrarie  openly  [2386] 
ffor  Caasiodorie  self./  Thaf  if  is  a  manere  sclei^f  to 
hindere .  whan  he  sweweth  to  doon  oon  f  inge  openly  and 
werkef  fe  contrarie  prively  [2387]  IF  Thow  shalf  also 
haue  in  suspecte  the  counsailing*  wif  wickef  folke  ffor  f  6 
boke  saif  The  counsailynge  of  wicked  folk*  is  alway  ful 
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of  fraude  [2388]  And  dauii  8ei]>  Blessed  is   ))af  man 

J>at»  h&p  not*  folowed  )>e  counsaillingi  of  wikked  men  or 

schrewen  [2389]  IT  Thow  ehalfc*  also  eschewe  pe  connsaile 

of  jonge  folk* .  for  lier  counsaile  is  not*  ripe 

[2390]  IT  Now  Sire  eif  I  haue  shewde  ton  of  sucft 
folk*  ;e  shnld  take  ^oure  counsaille  And  of  wnic&  folk*  je 
shul  take  jouie  counsaile.  and  of  which  folk*  se  shul 
folowe  fe  counsaille  [2391]  ^  Now  slial  I  telle  jou  howe  je 
shul  examyne  joure  counsaile .  aftei*  )>e  doctnne  of  TulUiis 

[2392]    in    examynynge.    Jjan    of    joure    counseilloMr . 

30  shul  considere  mony  Jingges  [2393]  IT  Alper  furst*  je 

shul  considere  ^at*  in  J>ilk  ^inge   )>af  powe  purposest. 

and  vppon  what*  pinge  pow  wolt*  haue  counsaille  |)at*  verrey 

trou])e  be  saide  and  considered.   This  is  to  sayn  telle 

trewly  Ji  tale.    [2394]   for  he  pat*  seip  fab   may  not* 

wel  be  counsailed  in  pat*  tale  [in  which  he  lyeth]  [2395] 

And    aftei'  This  pou  shalt*  considere   poo    pingges    pat* 

accorden  to  pat*  pou  pi^rposest  forto  doo  by  pi  counsail- 

lours.    3if  reson.   accorde   perto.    [2396]   &   eke    ^if   pi 

myght*  may  atteyne  perto .  And  ^if  pe  more  party  and  pe 

better   part*    of    pi    counsailours    accorde    perto    anoon. 

[2397]    pan   shalf   pou    considere    pat*    pinge    pat*    shal 

folowe     of     pat*     counsailleng* .      as .      pees .      werre . 

grace,    profiite    or    damage    and    mony    oper    pingges. 

[2398J    [et   en   toufes   c^a   choses]    pow  shalf    chese   pe 

best*     find      wayue      aH:      oper.      [2399]      IF      Than 

shalt*  pow  considere  of  what*  roote  is  engendred  pi  matere 

of  pi  counsaile  and  whatf  fruyte  may  be  conseyued  and 

engendred  per-of  [2400]  ^  Thow  shalt*  also  considere  aH  pise 

cases    from   whannes    pei    bene   sprongen    [2401]    And 

whan  ^e  ban  examyned  ^oure  counsaille  as  I  haue  saide . 

which    parte    is    pe    better    and    more    profitable    and 

haue  approued  it*  by  mony  wise  folk*  and  eclde.  [2402] 

Than  shalf  pow  considere  if  pow  maisf  performe  if  and 

make   of   if  a  good  ende .  •  [2403]    fFor  resofi   wil  nof 

paf  eny  man  shuld  bygynne  a  pinge  buf  jif  he  myghf 

pcz-forme  if  as  hym  lest  or  aujf  [2404]  Ne  no  wi^f  shuld 
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take  vpon  him  so  heuy  a  charge  J>af  he  iny3t»  not*  here 
it*.  [2405]  ffor  j)e  prouerbe  seif.  He  fat*  to  moche 
embiaisethf  destrajnej^  litel  *  [2406]  And  Caton  saij) 
IT  Assaie  to  doo  eucli  J^ingges  as  ]»ow  hast  pouer  to  doo . 
lesf  J>af  yi  charge  oppresse  pe  so  soor  J>at*  ]»e 
byhouep  to  wayne.  Jjinge  pai?  )>ou  hasf  bygonne 
[2407]  IT  And  }if  so  be  ^  Jjat*  fowe  be  in  doute  whedere  fou 
maist*  p^rforme  a  ))inge  or  noon,  chese  laj^er  to  suffre 
)>an  bygynne  [2408]  And  Petrns  Alfons  /  sai]>f  If 
povL  hasf  myghf  to  done  a  pinge  of  which  pe  most* 
repent*,  if  is  bettere  nay  fan  jee.  [2409]  This  is 
to  sayn  J^af  J^e  is  bettere  to  holde  ))i  tunge  stille.  ])an 
forto  speke.  [2410]  Than  may  3e  vnderstonde  by 
stronger  resons .  paf  jif  ))ou  hasf  powere  to  perfourme  a 
%yarke  of  which  )>ou  shalf  repenf.  Jjan  is  if  better 
Jwif  J)owe  suffire  pan  bygynne  [241 1]  IT  Wei  sayne  fei  Jjaf 
defenden  euery  wi3f  to  assay  a  ))ing*  of  which  he  is 
in  doute  whedere  he  may  pcrforme  if  or  noon.  [2412] 
And  after  whan  ^e  han  examyned  joure  counsaile  as  I 
haue  saide  bifom.  ^nd  knowen  wel  30  may  per- 
foz^rme  30ure  emprise .  conforme  if  ))an  sadly  tU  if  be  af 
an  eond 

[2413]  IF  Nowe  is  if  reson  and  tyme.  J>af  I  shewe 
when  and  wherfore  ])af  3e  may  chaonge  3oure  counsail- 
lours  wiJ>-ouf  repreef"  [2414]  IT  SoJ>ely  a  man 
may  change  his  counsaille.  and  his  pi^rpoos  if  pe  cause 
Beaep,  or  whan  a  newe  cause  bynde)).  [2415]  ffor  pe 
lawe  8ei]»  }>af  vpon  )>ingges  p&V  newly  betiden  byhouef 
newe  ccmsaille.  [2416]  And  Senec  sei])  /  3if  ])i  counsaile 
be  common  to  pe  eeres  of  myfi  enemyef  chaunge  ])i  counsaille 
[2417]  IT  Thow  maisf  also  chaunge  ])i  counsaille.  3if  so 
be  p&V  J>ou  fynde  faf  by  errowr  or  by  ofer 
cause  harme  or  damage  may  be-tide  [2418]  IT  Also  jif  J>i 
counsaille  be  dishonest .  or  ellis  comme]>  of  dishonesf  cause 
chaunge  ]»i  eonsaille  [2419]  ffor  pe  lawes  sayn  *  ])af 
al   byheestes  J?af  bene  dishonesf  bene  of  no  valewe. 
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[2420]  And  eke  3if  if  so  be  ))af  if  be  inpossible  or  may 
nof  goodly  be  performed  or  kepf . 

[2421]  And  take  ))ifl  for  a  general  rewle  faf  euery 
counsaile  ))af  is  afifermed  so  strongly  J)af  if  may  naf  be 
chaunged  for  no  condiciofi  ))af  may  be-tide  I  saye  paf 
filk*  coimsayle  is  wikked 

[2422]  IT  This  Melebius  whan  he  had  herde  fis  doctnne 
of  his  -wiff  Dame  Prudence.  Answerde  in  jjis  wise. 
[2423]  IT  Dame  quod  he  as  }if  into  ]>is  tyme  30 
han  wel  and  connably  tau^f  me.  as  in  generaH  howe  I 
shal  goueme  as  in  chesinge  and  in  wi^holding* 
of  my  counsaillouis  [2424]  Buf  nowe  wolde  I  fayn  J>af 
30  wolden  condescenden  in  especiaH.  [2425]  and  tel  me 
howe  like)),  or  whaf  seme))  jowe  by  our  counsaiUours 
])af  we  haue  chosen  in  our  presenf  nede 

[2426]  IT  My  lor<J  quod  she  I  biseche  jowe  in  alle  hum- 
blesse  faf  je  wil  nof  wilfully  replie  ajeinsf  my  resons  / 
and  mystemper  naf  jour  herf  pou^e  I  ^  say  or  speke  pinge  faf 
jou  displese)) .  [2427]  ffor  god  woote  )}af  as  psif  as  in  myn 
entenf  T  speke  if  for  joure  besf  for  joure  honure  and  joure 
profite.  [2428]  and  soJ>ly.  I  hope  Jjaf  joure  be- 
nig*nite  wil  taken  in  pacience .  [2429]  Treste]^  me 
wel  quod  she  ))an  ^af  joure  counsaille  as  in  ))is  caas  ne  shuld 
naf  as  foito  speke  proprely .  be  called  a  consaOlinge .  buf  a 
mocion  or  mouynge  of  foly,  [2430]  in  whi(^  counsaiUe 
^e  han  erred  [en  moult  de  mayiihres] 

[2431]  [Premiirement,  tu  as  errS]  in  fe  assem- 
blyng*  of  joure  counsaillers .  [2432]  ffor  je  shuld  firsf 
haue  cleped  a  fewe  folk"  [et  puis  aprhs  plusietirs\ 
jif  if  had  bene  nede.  [2433]  Buf  certes  30 
han  sodeynly  cleped  to  ^oure  counsaille  a  grete 
multitude  of  puple .  flful  chargeanf  and  ful  noyous  forto 
here  [2434]  Also  je  han  erred,  for  J^ere  as  je 
shuld  oonly  haue  cleped  to  ;oure  counsaille  ^oure 
trewe  fireendes  olde  and  wise  [2435]  3^  ^^^^  ycleped 
straunge  folk*,  jonge  folk*,   fals  flat^rers  and  enemyes 
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reconsiled  and  folk*  J^at*  done  30a  reuerence  witAout^ 
loue  [2436]  IF  Also  je  haue  erred,  for  30  haue 
broujf  wi))  30U  to  joure  counsaiUe.  Ire.  Coueityse. 
and  hastynesse  [2437]  ))e  whicH  piQ  ))ingges  [sont 
contraires  h  conseily  ef\  [2438]  je  han  not* 
avyncesed  or  destroyed  hem  /  neij>e/*  in  joure 
self  ne  in  ;oure  counsaillouis  as  30  ou3t  [2439] 
If  3e  haue  erred  also  for  30  han  shewed  to  3oure 
counsailers  30ure  talent*  and  joure  affection  to  make 
werre  anoon  and  forto  do  vengeance.  [2440]  )>ei  han 
espied  by  3oure  wordes  to  what*  p'mff  ^q  bene  enclined. 
[2441]  Se  ))erfore  han  fei  counsailled  30U  raper  to 
3oure  talenf  ysm  to  30ure  prophete  [2442]  IT  3^  haue  erred 
also .  ffor  it  semed  J>af  30U  suffised  to  haue  bene  coun- 
sailled by  ))ise  counsailloures  oonly  &  vriih  ]»af  litel  avice ./ 
[2443]  Where  as  in  so  grete  and  so  highe  a  nede  it*  had 
ben  necessarie  moo  counsaillours  and  more  delib^racioik  to 
performe  3oure  emprise  [2444]  IT  3e  haue  erred  also,  for 
je  haue  nat*  examened  3our6  counsaile  in  ])e  forseide 
matere  ne  in  dwe  manere .  as  pe  cace  reqnire]^  [^445]  ^  3® 
han  erred  also  for  30  han  maked  no  dyuysioik  bytwix 
30ure  counsaillours.  J)is  ia  to  sayfi  bytwix  3oure 
frendes  &  30ure  fayned  couTisaillours  [2446]  ne  3e  han 
not*  knowe  J>e  wille  of  30ure  trewe  frendes .  olde  and  wise 
[2447]  But*  3e  han  cast*  aH  her  wordes  in  an  hocfiepote 
and  enclyned  3oure  herte  to  fe  more  parte  and  to  Je 
gretter  nombie  and  J>er  by  3e  condescended.  [2448] 
And  si])  3e  wote  wele  J^at*  men  shal  fynde  a 
gretter  multitude  of  fooles  pan  of  wise  men .  [2449]  and 
Jjerfor  pe  counsaillours  fat*  ben  at  congregacions  and  mul- 
titudes of  folk*  per  as  men  take  more  reward  to  pe 
nombre  fan  to  J>e  sapience  of  persones  [2450]  IT  3®  s©  ^©1 
))at*  ^in  such  counsaillyngge^  fooles  haue  pe  maistrie  [2451] 
•Melebius  answerc)  ageyn  and  saide  IT  I  graunte  wel  fat* 
I  haue  erred.  [2452]  but*  fer  as  fowe  saisf  me  here 
bifore  fat*  he  nys  nat*  to  blame  fat*  chaw/gef  his  coun- 
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saillours  in  certeyn  cases  and  for  certeyn)  iusfc*  causes 
[2453]  I  am  al  rody  to  cbaunge  my  counsailours  ri^f 
as  J)owe  wolfe*  devise  [2454]  IT  The  prouerbe  seif .  fat* 
forto  do  synne  is  mannyssK  But  certes  forto  perseuere 
longe  in  synne  is  werke  of*  Jje  deueS 

[2455]  IT  To  ])is  sentence  anoon  answered  dame  pru- 
dence and  saide  [2456]  Examyne]}  quod  ]}an  she  joure  coun- 
saile.  and  lat  ts  see  whiche  of  hem  ha])  spoken 
moosf  resonable  &  taught*  30U  best*  counsaile.  [2457] 
And  for  as  moche  as  ])at*  fe  examynaciofi  is  necessarie 
lat*  vs  bygynne  at*  Cirurgiens  and  at*  J)e  phisicience  fat* 
fursf  speken  in  fis  matere.  [2458]  I  say  30U  fat*  fe 
Cirurgiens  and  pe  phisiciens  haue  seiden  30U  in  ^oure  coun- 
saile discretly  as  hem  aujte.  [2459]  ^^'^  ^  ^^^  spcche 
seiden  ful  wisely  as  to  fe  office  faf  hem  appentef  to 
done  to  euery  wight*  lionoure  and  profite  and  no  wijt^ 
to  anoye  [2460]  and  aftere  her  craft*  to  doon  grete  diligence 
vnto  fe  cure  of  hem  whidi  fat*  fei  ban  in  goucju- 
at/nce.  [2461]  And  sii'  ri3f  as  fei  ban  answered 
wisely  and  discretely  [2462]  rijt  so  rede  I  fat*  fei 
bene  heghly  and  souereynly  guerdoned  for  her  noble 
speche.  [2463]  and  eke  for  fei  sbuld  do  fe  more 
ententif  bysynes  in  fe  Curaciofi  of  joure  doujter'  / 
[2464]  ffor  al  be  it*  soo  fat*  fei  bene  ^oure  freendes 
ferfore  shal  ^e  not*  suffre  fat*  fei  serue  30U  for 
nou3t*  [2465]  But*  ^e  au^f  fe  rafer  to  gerdone  hem  and 
shewe  hem  pur  largesse.  [2466]  And  as  tochinge  fe 
p?'oposicio&  fe  which  fe  phisiciens  encresden  in  fis 
caas.  fis  is  to  sayn  [2467]  fat*  in  maladies,  fat*  oon 
contrarief  is  warshed  by  anofer  contrarie  [2468]  .1 
wold  fayn  knowe  how  fei  vnderstonde  f ilk*  text*  And 
what*  is  her  sentence  [2469]  IT  Certes  (fuod  Melebius 
vnderstonden  it*  in  fis  wise .  [2470]  fat*  rijt*  as  fei  ban 
[m\ant)  fait  un  contraire,  que  je  leur  face  un  auire^ 
[2471]  et  pour  ce  quails  (se)  aont]  venged  ham  on  me  and 
done  me  wronge  Ei3f  so  shal  I  venge  me  vpon  hem. 
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and  done  hem  wronge  [2472]  and  Jan  haue  I  cured  oon 
contiaiy  by  a  nojjer 

[2473]  ^  lo  lo  <1^^  ^^^^  Prudence,  how  li^tly  is 
euery  man  encljned  to  his  owno  desire  and  to  his  awne 
plesaunce  [2474]  Certes  quod  she.  wordes  of  J)e 
phisiciens  ne  shuldcn  naf  haue  bene  vnderstonden  in  Jjis 
wise.  [2475]  ^^^  certys  wikkednesse  is  naf  contrarie 
to  wicknesse.  ne  vengeance  to  vengeaunce.  ne  wrong* 
to  wronge.  but*  fei  bene  semblable  [2476]  and  Jjer- 
for  on  vengcaMnce  is  nof  warisshed  by  anofer  venge- 
aunce. ne  oon  wrong*  by  a  nojer  *  wronge.  [2477]  but* 
euer-ych  of  hem  encrese];  and  angrej)  and  greggej)  ofer. 
[2478]  But  certes  Jje  wordes  of  J)e  phisiciefi  shuld  ben 
vnderstonden  in  fis  wise .  [2479]  fforgoodnesse  and  wikked- 
nesse ben  two  contraries  and  pees  and  werre  and  venge- 
aunce and  su£&ance.  discord!  and  accorde  and  mony 
ojer  J)ingges.  [2480]  But*  certes  wikkednesse  shal  be 
warsshed  by  goodnesse .  discordf  by  accor<J .  werre  by  pees . 
and  so  for])  of  o])er  ])ingges .  [248 1]  And  also  to  hem  accorde)) 
[saint  Pol]  Je  appostel  in  mony  places  [2482]  He 
self .  ne  }elde])  nou^f  harme  for  harme  ne  wikked  speche 
for  wikked  speche .  [2483]  but*  doj  wel  to  hem  J)at*  don 
30U  harme .  and  blesse  hem  ]}at*  sayn  to  \fQ  harme  [2484] 
and  in  mony  o^ex  places  he  amoneste]>  pees  and 
accorde .  [2485]  IT  Buf  now  wil  I  speke  to  jou  of  J)e  coun- 
saile  which  paif  was  jeuen  to  30U  by  ^q  men  of  lawe 
and  pe  wise  folk*  [2486]  J)af  seiden  aH  by  oon  acorde 
as  30  han  hen)  bifore .  [2487]  That*  ouer  alle  ]}ingges  30 
shal  do  ^oure  diligence  to  kepe  joure  persones  and 
to  wamestore  joure  hous  [2488]  and  saidon  also.  ]}at* 
in  J)is  je  0U3f  fortd  worchen  ful  wisely  and  bisily  and 
wi])  grete  deliberaciofi  [2489]  And  sire  as  to  ))e  furst* 
poynf  ])af  touche)y  to  )ye  keping*  of  jour  persone 
[2490]  30  shul  vnderstondo  pat*  he  paf  hap  werre  shal 
euermore  deuoutely  and  mekely  preien  by-fom  alle 
Jingges    [2491]    paf    Ihesu.    crist    of    his    mercy,    wol 
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haue  hjm  in  his  protectiofl  and  bene  his  souereyn  helpings 
af  his  nede.  [2492]  ffor  certes  in  pia  worlcJ  per  nys  no 
wijf  fat*  may  be  counsailled  or,  kepte  sufficiently  wip- 
out*  J)e  kepinge  of  our  lord  Ihe^u  cmt.  [2493]  To  J)is 
sentence  accorde]}  pe  profete  Dauid  ]>at*  seip .  [2494] 
3if  god  ne  kepe  pe  Citee  in  ydel  waitep  he  pat*  if  kepep . 
[2495]  Now  sire  )win  shul  ^e  committe  [la  garde]  of 
^oure  persone  to  ^oure  tiewe  &endes  pat*  bene  appreued 
and  yknowe  [2496]  and  of  hem  shul  ^e  asken  helpe  ^oure 
body  forto  kepe  ffor  caton  seip  IT  Jif  pou  hasf 
nede  of  helpe  aske  it*  of  pi  frendes  [2497]  ffor  per  is 
noon  so  good  a  phisicien  as  pi  tiewe  frende  [2498] 
IT  Afttfr  pis  pan  shal  ^e  kepe  30U  from  al 
Btraunge  folk*  and  fro  leers  and  haue  alway  in  suspecte 
her  companye  [2499]  IT  ffor  Pers  Alfons  seip  p?«  ne 
take  no  company  by  pe  waye  of  a  straunge  mon .  but  ^if 
so  be  pat*  powe  knowe  him  of  a  lenger  tyme.  [2500] 
And  ^if  so  be  pat*  he  falle  to  pi  companye  per- 
auenture  wip-outen  pine  assent*  [2501]  enquere  pan 
as  sotilly  as  euer  pou  maist*  of  his  conuersaciofi  and  of  his 
lyf  byfore  and  feyne  pi  way.  Say  pow  wolt*  goo  pidere 
as  pou  wilt*  not*  goo.  [2502]  and  jif  he  bere  a  spere 
holde  pe  on  pe  ri3f  side.  And  ^if  he  bere  ^a  swerde 
holde  pe  on  pe  lift*  side  [2503]  and  so  aftei'  pis 
pan  shal  ;e  kepe  jou  wisely  from  al  such  manere 
puple  as  I  haue  saide  byfore  and  hem  and  her  counsaile 
eschewe.  [2504]  And  pan  after  pat*  shal  je  kepe  30U 
in  sucfi  a  manere  [2505]  pat*  for  eny  presumpciofl  of  joure 
strength .  pat*  30  ne  despise  naf  pe  my^f  of  3oure 
enemye  and  of  ^our  aduersarie.  so  lite  pat*  je  lete  pe 
kepinge  of  joure  persone  for  ^oure  presumpcion .  [2506] 
ffor  euery  wise  man  dredep  his  enemye.  [2507] 
Salomon  saip .  wakeful  is  he  pat*  oft*  hap  drede . 
[2508]  ffor  certes  he  pat*  porowe  hardynesse  of  his 
herf  and  porowe  pe  hardynesse  of  hym  self*  hap  to 
grete  presumpcion  him  shal  euel  betide  [2509]  IT  Than 
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slial  je  euermore  countrewaite  enbufishmentys  and  al 
especials.  [2510]  ffor  Seneci  eaip.  fsi?  pe  wise  man 
]>af  drede]r  harmesf  eschewe])  harmes.  [25 11]  he  ne 
falle])  not*  into  pmles  f  J)af  periles  eschewe]}  [2  5 1 2]  IT  And  al 
be  if  so  ))af  it*  seme  ))af  ]k)u  art*  in  siker  place  ^if 
shaltowe  alway  doo  pi  diligence  in  kepinge  of  pi  persone . 
[2513]  pia  is  to  sayn  be  not*  necligent*  to  kepe  J)i 
p/JTSone  not*  oonly  from  J)i  grettest*  enemyes  f  but*  fix)  f i 
■  leesf  enemyes.  [2514]  Senec  saij).  A  man  ]}at*  is  wel 
avised  he  dredej)  his  leesf  enemye  [2515]  Ovide.  sai]? . 
faf  J?e  litel  weseH  wil  slee  J)e  grete  Owle  and  Jje 
wilde  herf  [2516]  And  J)e  boke  seijif  A  litel  J)ome 
may  prik*  a  kinge  ful  sore .  And  an  hounde  wil 
holde  fe  wilde  boie.  [2517]  Buf  nafelees  I  say.  IT  nof 
fou  shalf  be  so  mocfe  cowarde  faf  J>ou  doute  Jjer  as  if  is  no 
drede  [2518]  IT  The  boke  BOip  /  ])af  some  folk*  han 
grete  lesf  to  desceyne .  buf  jif  Jjei  dreden  hem  to  be  de- 
sceyued.  [2519]  $iif  shalf  ]}0u  drede  to  be  empoysened 
and  kepe  J)e  from  pe  company  of  scomers  [2520] 
IT  ffor  )»e  booke  aepi  Wi]?  scomers  make  no  companye. 
buf  flee  hem  and  her  wordcs  cuf  yenyme . 

[2521]  Now  as  to  Jje  secounde  poynf  when  as  ^oure 
wise  counsailouis  counsailed  jow  to  wanistore  ^owce  hons 
wij>  grete  diligence.  [2522]  I  wold  fayn  knowe  how  faf 
3e  ynderstonden  ))ilk*  wordys  and  whaf  is  ^oure  Sentence . 

[2523]  Melebius  Answerd  and  saide .  Certes  I  vnder- 
stonde  if  in  ]>is  wise  paf  I  shal  wamstore  myn  hous 
wi))  towres  sucb  as  haue  castels  and  oper  manere 
edifi[c]ea  and  armure  and  arcelries  [2524]  by  sucK 
]>ingges  as  I  may  my  p^rsone  and  my  hous  kepe  and 
defende.  ]>af  myn  enemyes  shul  be  in  drede  myn 
hous  to  approche . 

[2525]  To  pia  sentence  anon  answerd  Dame  Prudence 
IT  Wamstoringe  quod  she  of  hegti  toures  and  grete 
edifices  [appertaineth  sometimes  to  pride  [2526]  Men 
make      towers      and      great      edifices]      with      grete 
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costages  and  wi])  grete  travaile .  and  whan  paif  ]>ei  bo 
accompliced .  ^it*  bene  ]>ei  nat*  woTp  a  stree.  but*  jif  fei  ben 
deffended  by  trewe  frendes  ])at*  bene  olde  and  wise ./  [2527] 
^And  ynderstonde  wel  pa,V  fe  strengesf  and  fe  grettest* 
garisofi  ])af  fe  ricbe  man  may  bane  as  wel  to  kepe  his 
p^rsone  as  his  goodes.  is  [2528]  pkif  he  be  beloued 
wij)  his  subiectys.  and  wij>  his  nei3boMr8  [2529]  ffor 
Jus  saijj  Tullius  IT  That*  per  is  a  maner  gamesoia  J>at* 
no  man  may  venquyssh  ne  discomfetf .  And  faf  is  [2530] 
a  lord  to  bo  byloued  wijj  his  Citeseins  and  of  his  puple 

[2531]  Now  sir  as  to  ]}e  iij.  poynt*  where  as 
30ur6  olde  and  wise  counsaillours .  seiden  ]>af  jowe  no 
au3f  not* .  sodeynly  ne  hastely  proceden  in  J)is  node . 
[2532]  but*  Jjaf  30U  au^t*  purveien  and  apparailen  30U 
in  fia  caas  wi])  grete  diligence  and  grete  deliberaciofi . 
[2533]  trewly  I  trowe  Jaf  J)ei  seiden  rijf  wisely 
and  ri3f  soj^e.  [2534]  ffor  TuDins  8eij>  IT  In  enery 
nede  er  Jow  bygynne  if  apparaiUe  Je  wij  grete 
diligence  [2535]  Than  say  I  pat*  in  vengeance 
takinge  in  werre  in  bataile  and  in  wame-storinge . 
[2536]  er  pan  pou  bygynne.  I  rede  paf  pou  apparaile  pe 
perto.  and  do  it*  with  grete  deliberaciofi.  [2537]  ffor 
TuUius  saip  i  %  That*  longe  apparaylinge  to-fom  pe  bataile  f 
makep  shorte  victorie.  [2538]  And  so  Cassidon/^  saip.  IT  The 
gameson  is  strenger  whan  it*  is  longe  tyme  avised  . 

[2539]  But*  now  lat*  YS  speke  more  of  pe  counsaile.  pat* 
was  accorded  by  ^oure  neighbours  which  as  doon  3011 
reuerence  wip-out*  loue  [2540]  joure  olde  enemyes  recon- 
siled.  joure  flaterers  [2541]  pat*  cot^nsailden  jou  cer- 
teyn  pingges  prively.  and  openly  counsailden  30U  pe 
contrarie  [2542]  IT  The  3onge  folk*  also  pat*  counsailed 
30U  to  venge  3on  /  and  make  werre  anoofi  [2543]  IT  And 
certes  sire  as  I  haue  saide  byforfi  30  haue  gretly  erred 
to  ban  cleped  Such  manere  folk*  to  3oure  counsaile .  [2544] 
which  counsailours  bene  nowe  repreued.  by  pe  resons 
to-fore  saide.  [2545]  But*  napelees  lat*  nowe  descende  to 
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fe  speciaH .  IT  30  Bhullen  fuist*  proceden  afiere  ^e  doctr/ne 
of  TuUius  [2546]  IT  Certes  Jo  troujjo  of  fis  or 
Jis  counsaile  nede])  nafc*  diligently  enquere .  [2547]  for  it* 
is  \eel  wist*  whi(^  fei  bene  ])af  done  to  30a  ])is 
tiespace  and  vilanye  [2548]  and  how  mony  tiespasours. 
and  in  what*  manere  pei  han  to  30U  done  .  Alt  ])is 
wronge  and  al  J)is  vylanye  [2549]  And  aftere  J)is 
y&n  shal  ^e  examyne  pe  .ij.  condicions  whicho 
))af  ]>e  same  Tullius  addej)  in  ]}is  mateie.  [2550]  ffor 
Tulliiis  put*  to  a  ])inge .  pe  which  he  clepe])  consentinge . 
])is  is  to  sayn  [2551]  IT  Who  ben  J>ei  and  which  bene  J)ei. 
and  how  mony .  ))at*  consenten  to  fi  counsaile  in  pi  wilful- 
nesse  to  doo  hastely  IT  veugeaunce .  [2552]  And  laf  vs  con- 
sidere  also .  Who  bene  pei  and  howe  mony  &  which 
bene  fei  Jat*  consenten  to  joure  aduersaries .  [2553] 
And  certys  as  to  ])e  ^furst*  poynf  it*  is  wel  knowen  which 
folk*  bene  pei  paV  consenten  to  joure  hastif  wilful- 
nes.  [2554]  ffor  trewly  al  |}oo  ])at*  counsailden  30U 
to  make  sodeyn  werre  ne  bene  nat*  ^oure  frendes  [2555] 
[Or  veons  doncquea  qui  tu  ea  et  qui  sont  ceulx  que  ta 
tiena  tarU  d  ennemis.]  as  to  }ouie  persone.  [2556]  ffor 
al  be  it*  soo  paV  30  bene  myghty  and  riche.  cenes  30 
bene  but*  alloon.  [2557]  for  certes  30  ne  hauo  no  childe 
but*  a  dou3tere .  [2558]  ne  30  ne  haue  no  biejyeren  ne  Cosyns 
Germaynns  ne  noon  of  or  nygh  kynrede./  [2559]  wherfore 
fat*  30ure  enemyes  for  drede  shulden  stent*  to  plede  with 
30we  ne  destroye  3oure  persone  [2560]  IT  Je  knowe 
also  fat*  30ure  lichesses  mosten  be  dalt*  in 
diuers  parties .  [2561]  and  whan  fat*  euery  wi3f  haf 
his  parte  f  ei  ne  wol  not*  take  but*  litel  reward  to  venge 
fi  detib.  [2562]  but*  fine  enemyes  bene  ])re.  And 
f  ei  han  mony  children .  brcferen  Cosynes  and  of  ex  nygh 
kinrede.  [2563]  And  fou3e  it*  so  were  fow  haddesf 
sclayfi  of  hem  twoo  or  free .  3it*  dwellen  f er  ynowe  to  wreke 
her  deeth.  and  to  slee  fi  persone  [2564]  And  fou3e  so 
were  fat*  30Ui«  kynrede  were  more  siker  and  stodfast*  fan 
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^e  kyn  of  ^our^  aduersarles.  [2565]  jif  najielees  301118 
kynrede  nys  but*  litel  kynrede .  and  litel  sibbe 
to  jowe .  [2566]  And  fe  kynne  of  jonre  enemyes  ben  nygti 
fiibbe  to  bem .  And  certz^  as  to  ])af .  Her  condicione  is  bett^ 
paf  ^owres.  [2567]  Tban  laf  ys  consideie  also,  ^if  fe 
Gounsaillinge  of  hem  pa,if  connsailed  ^owe  to  take  sodeyn 
Tengeat/nce  whedere  if  accorde  to  lesofi .  [2568] 
Certys  je  knowe  wel  nay.  [2569]  ffor  as  by  ri^t*  and 
resofi  ]^r  may  no  man  take  yengeaunce  on  no  wi3t<  but* 
pe  luge  faf  hajj  J>e  Inrisdictioii  of  if  [2570]  whan  if  is 
ygraunted  hyw  to  take  Jjilk*  vengeance  hastely  or  at- 
temperally  as  J)e  lawe  require]).  [2571]  And  ^if  more- 
ouere  of  Jiilk*  word  ]raf  Tullius  clepe])  consentynge. 
[2572]  Thow  shalf  considers  jif  ]>ow  my3f  and  ]>i  power 
niyjf  consenf  and  suffice  to  ]>i  wilfnlnesse  and  to  ]>i 
counsailours .  [2573]  IT  And  certes  pou  maisf  wel  say 
D*y«  [2574]  for  sikerly  as  forto  speke  proprely . 
we  may  do  no  ])inge.  buf  oonly  ping*  as  we  may 
done  rijtfully.  [2575]  And  certes  rijffully  ne  mowe  30 
take  no  vengeaunce  as  of  ^oxae  propre  anctorite  [2576] 
Jjan  mowe  je  sene  faf  30ure  power  consente]) 
naf  ne  accordejj  nof  to  3onre  wilfulnesse  [2577]  IT  laf 
vs  nowe  examyne  Jje  iij  poynf  J)af  Tullius  clepe]) 
consequewf  [2578]  [Tu  dots  doncqucs  savoir  que  d, 
vengence  qtie  tu  veulx  /aire,  ed  consSquent] 
[2579]  And  ])erof  folowe]i  a-nojier  yengeaunce 
pcrile  and  werre.  and  oper  damages  wi)>-ouf  nombre 
of  which  we  bene  litel  warre  as  at  ]jis  tyme ./  [2580]  IT  And 
as  tou]>ing*  ])e  fourte  poynf  ]}af  Tullius  clepe])  en- 
gendringe  [2581]  ]}0u  shalf  considere  p\a  wronge 
which  ))at  is  done  to  ])e  is  engendred  of  p&  hate  of 
pine  enemyes  [2582]  and  of  pe  Vengeance  takinge  ypon 
]>af  wolde  engendre  anop^e  yengeaunce  And  mochel  sorowe 
and  waastinge  of  Eichesse  as  I  saide  eersf . 

[2583]  IT  Now  sire  as  pan  touchinge  to  pe  poynf .  Thaf 
Tullius  causes  which  paf  is  pe  lasf  poynte   [2584]  pou 
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shalt*  vnderstonde  Jjat*  fe  wronge  faf  Jjou  hast*  receyued 
ha])  certeyne  causes.  [2585]  whiche  pat*  clerkes  clepen 
orience.  And  officience.  And  causa  longinqua  and  causa 
propinqua.  This  is  say  pe  fer  cause  and  pe  nyje 
cause.  [2586]  The  fer  cause  is  almy3ty  god  J>af  is 
cause  of  al  pingge^.  [2587]  The  nere  cause  is  by 
)>re  enemyes  [2588]  IT  The  cause  accidentale  was  hate. 
[2589]  pe  cause  materiaS  bej>  .v.  woundes  of 
]>i  dou^tere  [2590]  The  cause  formal  is  )ie  maner  of 
her  worching*  J>at»  hroujten  ladders  and  clomben  Inne  at* 
J»i  wyndowes.  [2591]  The  cause  ffynal  was.  for  to  scle  pi 
doughtere.  It*  lotted  noujf  in  as  moch  as  in  hem  was  /  [2592] 
Than  to  speke  of  pe  ferpe  cause  as  to  what*  ende  pei 
shal  come  or  what*  shal  fynaly  bytide  of  hem  in  pis 
eaas.  ne  can  I  not*  dome  but*  by  countyng*  and  by 
supposinge  [2593]  IT  ffor  we  shul  suppose,  pat*  pei  shul 
come  to  a  wikked  ende .  [2594]  by  cause  pat*  pe  booke 
of  Decrees  seip  IT  Seeldome  or  wip  grete  peyne  bene  causes 
ybroujt*  to  good  ende  whan  pei  bene  bodely  begonne . 

[259s]  IT  Now  sire  jif  men  wold  aske  me  whi  pat* 
je  suffred  men  to  doo  30U  pis  wronge  and  yilenye .  Certes  I 
can  nat*  wel  answera  as  for  no  sopfastnesse .  [2596]  ffor 
pe  apostett  saip.  pat*  pe  sciences  and  pe  lugementes  of 
our  lord  god  almy3ty.  bene  ful  depe.  [2597]  per  may 
no  man  conprehende  ne  Serchen  hem  suffisantly  [2598] 
IT  Napelees  by  certeyne  presuTTzpciofis  of  coniectyngg/r« 
I  holde  and  bileue  [2599]  pat*  god  which  pat*  is  ful  of 
iustice.  and  of  rijtwisnesse  hap  suffred  pis  bitidde  by 
lustise  IT  cause  resonable 

[2600]  IT  Thi  name  is  Melebye  IT  This  is  to  sayne  a  man 
pat*  drynkep  bony.  [2601]  thow  hast*  ydronke  so  moche 
hony  of  which  swete  temporell  richesses  /  and  delicious  hon- 
oures  of  pis  world  [2602]  pat*  pou  art*  dronken.  and 
hast*  forjeten  Iheau  crist*  pine  creature  [2603]  Thow  ne 
hast*  not*  doon  to  hym  such  honours  and  reuerence  as  pe 
aujf    [2604]   ne   pou  ne  hast*  nat*  wel  taken  kepe  to 
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fo  wordes  of  0  IT  Ovide  Jjaf  seij) .  [2605]  Vndere  Jo  hony 
of  J)e  goddes  of  J)i  body .  is  liidde.  J)e  venyme  J>af  sclee]) 
J>i  eoule  [2606]  f  And  Salomon  saij .  Jif  fou  hasf 
foundf  hony .  eete  of  it*  ])af  snffise])  the .  [2607]  ITor  ^if  ])ou 
ete  of  it*  out*  of  mesure .  J>ou  shalf  spewe  and  be  nedy 
and  poore.  [2608]  and  p^rauenture  ciiste  haue  pe  in 
despite .  and  haf  turned  away  from  ]?e  his  face  and  his 
eeres  of  mysericoni  [2609]  And  also  he  h&f  sufiTred 
fat  pou  hast  be  ^punshed  in  \fe  manere  puif  povL 
hasf  trespased.  [2610]  Thou  hast*  doon  synne  ajeinsf 
our  lord  crist*  [26 11]  fTor  certes  iij.  enemyes  of  man- 
kynde  ]}at*  is  to  seyne  ]}e  flessti.  ]>e  feende  •  and  J^e 
worlde  [2612]  thowe  hast*  suffred  hem  entred  into  ])ine 
hous  wilfully  by  J>e  wyndowe  of  Jji  body.  [2613]  And 
hast*  naf  defended  pi  self  sufficiently  a^einst*  her  assawtes 
and  her  temptacions  so  ]}at*  fei  han  wounded  fe 
saule  in  .v.  places.  [2614]  J^is  is  to  sayn  pe  dedly 
synnes  ]>af  bene  entred  into  pine  herf  by  pi  .y. 
wyndowes  [2615]  and  in  pe  same  manere  our  lord  cWst 
ha])  suffred  and  willed  ])at*  Jise  iij.  enemyes  bene  entred 
into  ])i  hous  by  Ji  wyndowes  [2616]  and  haue 
y  wounded  J)i  doujtere  in  pe  forsaide  manre 

[2617]  IT  Certes  quod  Melebius  I  se  wel  ]}af  30  en- 
force 30U  moche  by  wordis  to  ouercome  me  in  suche 
a  manere  p&V  I  shal  not*  venge  me  on  myn  enemyes .  [26 18] 
shewing*  me  pe  peiiles  and  pe  eueles  ]>af  myghten 
falle  of  J)is  vengeaunce  [2619]  Bnt*  who  so  wold  considere 
in  aH  vengeances  pe  periles  and  euels  ])at*  my3ten  swe 
of  vengeance  takinge  [2620]  a  mon  wold  neuere  take 
vengeance  and  Jjaf  were  harme  [2621]  ffur  by  pe  venge- 
aunce takinge.  bene  pe  wikked  men  disseuered  fiwn  pe 
good  men.  [2622]  And  ]}ei  ])at*  han  wille  to  do  wikked- 
nesse  restreynen  her  wikked  pwrpoos  whan  they  sene  pe 
punshynge  and  chastising*  of  trespasoures  • 

[2623]  [And  to  this  answered  dame  Prudence : '  Certes/ 
said  she,  'I  grant  you  that  from  vengeance  come  many 
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advantages  as  well  as  many  evils ;  [2624]  yet  vengeance  be- 
longeth  not  to  a  *'  senglere  persone,"  but  only  to  the  judges, 
and  to  those  who  have  jurisdiction  over  evil-doers.'] 
[2625]  And  jit*  say  I  more  ])at<  as  rijf  as  so  senglere 
persone  syimep  in  takinge  vengeaunce  of  a  noper  man 
[2626]  Eijt*  so  synne]>  pe  luge  jif  he  doo  no  vengeaunce 
on  hem  pa,V  it*  haue  deserued  [2627]  IT  ffor  Senec*  sei]) 
]>us  IT  ^t*  nudster  he  sai)y  is  good  ^at*  repreue])  shrewes 
[2628]  IT  And  as  Cassiodorie  sei)}.  A  man  drede])  to  do 
outrage  whan  he  woote  and  knowe]>  ]>at*  it  displese]) 
to  pe  lugges  and  pe  souereyns .  [2629]  And  ano))er  sei])  IT  The 
luge  pat*  drede))  to  do  rijt*.  make))  men  schrewes 
[2630]  IT  And  seinf  Paule  )>e  appostel  sei])  in  his  epistel 
whan  he  write])  to  pe  Eomayns  p&V  pe  luge  berenf 
not*  pe  spere  wi])-outen  cause.  [2631]  but*  ))ei  beren  if, 
to  punshe  pe  schrewes  and  mysdoers  and  forto  defende 
pe  good  men .  [2632]  jif  ;e  wil  ))an  take  vengeance 
of  joure  enemyes  je  shal  retoume  or  haue  joure  recours 
to  pe  luge  pat*  hap  pe  lurisdiction  vpon  him  [2633] 
and  he  shal  punsshe  hem  as  pe  lawe  askep  and  requerep 

[2634]  IT  A  quod  Melebies  pis  vengeance  likep  me 
no  pinge  [2635]  I  by-penk  me  nowe  and  take  hede. 
howe  fortune  hap  norsshed  me  fro  my  childhode. 
and  hap  hulpen  me  to  passe  mony  a  stronge  paas  [2636] 
IT  Kow  wil  I  assaien  her  trowinge  wip  goddes  helpe 
pat*  he  shal  helpe  me  my  shame  forto  '  venge 

[2637]  IT  Certes  quod  Prudence  jif  je  wil  wirk*  by  my 
counsaiH  je  shul  not*  assaien  fortune  by  no  way  [2638]  ne 
je  shul  not*  lene  ne  bowe  vnto  hire,  after  pe  wordes 
of  Senec* .  [2639]  ^^^  pi^gg^  p^t^  ^^i^o  folily  done .  and 
pat*  bene  in  hope  of  fortune  shullen  neuere  come  to  good 
eende .  [2640]  IT  And  as  pe  same  senc  saip .  pe  more 
clere  and  pe  more  shynynge  pat*  fortune  is.  pe  more 
brotel  and  pe  sonner  brekep  she.  [2641]  trestep  not* 
on  her  for  she  nys  nat*  stedfasf .  [2642]  ffor  whan 
powe  wenest*  or  trowest*  to  be  more  swre  or  siker  of  her 
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helpe.  she  -wil  faile  ^ee.  [2643]  IT  And  fer  as  ^e 
sayn  ])at*  fortune  hap  norsshed  30U  &om  ^oure  child- 
hode.  [2644]  I  say  pat*  in  so  mochel  shal  je  pe 
lasse  tresf  in  her^.  and  in  her  witf  [2645]  f  ffor  Senec< 
sai]>.  -what*  man  pat*  is  norsshed  by  fortune  1  she  makep 
him  to  grete  a  foole  [2646]  IT  Kow  pan  sip  ^e  desire 
and  aske  vengeaunce.  and  pe  vengeance  paf  is  done 
[selon  Vordre  de  droit  et  devarU  le  juge  ne  te  jdaist,  [2647] 
et  la  vengence  qui  se  fait]  in  hope  of  fortune  is  pml- 
ous  and  vncerteyn .  [2648]  pen  haue  noon  oper 
remedy,  buf  forto  haue  3oure  cours  vnto  pe  souereyn 
luge  pan  vengep  a2A  vilanyes  and  wrongges.  [2649] 
and  he  shal  venge  30U .  After  hym  self  vitnessep  5 
where  as  he  saip  [2650]  II  leuep*  pe  vengeance  to  me ./ 
&  I  shal  doo  if 

[2651]  II  Melebius  answered .  ^ifln^  venge  me  no3f  of 
pe  vilanye  pat*  men  han  done  to  me .  [2652]  I  shal  somne  or 
wame  hem  pat*  han  do  to  me  poo  vilanyes  and  al  oper 
to  doo  me  anoper  vilanye .  [2653]  H  ffor  it*  is  writen .  ^if 
pou  take  no  vengeawnce  of  an  olde  vilanye  /  pow  somn- 
esf  pine  aduersaries  to  doo  an  newe  vilanye.  [2654] 
And  also  for  my  suffraunce  men  wolden  doo  me  so 
moche  vilanye  pat*  I  my^f  neiper  here  it*  ne  sus- 
teyne  it*.  [2655]  And  so  pan  I  shulde  be  kept*  ouer 
lawe  [2656]  IF  ffor  men  sayn  In  mochel  sufiringe  shul 
mony  pingges  vnto  pe  whicfi  pow  shalf  not* 
mow  suffre 

[2657]  IT  Certes  quod  prudence  I  graunte  30W  paf 
ouer  mochel  suf&aunce  is  not*  good  [2658]  But*  ^if  ne 
folowep  it*  not*  perof .  That*  euery  pcrsone  to  whome  men 
doo  vilany  take  of  it*  vengeaunce .  [2659]  ffor  paf  apper- 
tenep  &  longep  oonly  to  the  luges,  ffor  pel  shul 
venge  vilanyes  and  Iniuries.  [2660]  And  herfore 
poo  two  autoritees  paf  je  han  saide  aboue  ben  oonly 
vnderstonden  in  pe  luges  [2661]  for  whan  pei  suffre 
ouer    IF  mykel  pe  wrongges   and  vilenyes  to  be  done 
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wij^-ouV  ponshinge.  [2662]  pei  sommone  naf  a  man  al 
only  forto  doo  newe  wrongges  but*  fei  cowimaunden  it* 
[2663]  IT  Also  a  wise  man  sei])  ])af  pe  luge  ])at*  cor- 
recte]>  not*  pe  synner.  Co7nmaunde])  and  bidde)y  hym  to 
synne  [2664]  and  ))e  luges  and  ^soueieynes  my3ten  in 
her  londe  so  mocbe  suffre  of  ^e  Sbrewes  and  mysdoers 
[2665]  J>af  J)ei  shulden  bye  eucR  suffraunce  by  processe  of 
tyme  wexen  of  sucR  power  and  my3f.  fat*  ^ei  shidd 
putte  out*  pe  luges  and  souereynes  from  ber  places. 
[2666]  and  at*  ]>e  last*  do  bem  lose  ber  lordsbippes 

[2667]  K  I  put*  caas  rijt*  nowe  30  bad  leue  to 
venge  30U .  [2668]  I  say  Jjat*  30  ben  nou3f  of  mygbf  ne 
power*  as  nowe  to  venge  30U  .  [2669]  ffor  3if  we  wil  make 
compa?isofi  ynto  pe  my3f  of  3our  aduersaries .  30  sbul 
fynde  in  many  ]>ingge8  ])af  I  baue  shewed  30"  er  pis 
]>at*  ber  condiciofl  is  better  )yan  30ure .  [2670]  And 
pedoie  say  I  paif  it*  is  good  as  nowe  ]»af  3e  suffre  and 
be  pacienf 

[2671]  IT  fferjjer  more  30  knowen  wel  fat*  after  Je 
comon  Sawe  if  is  a  woodenesse  a  man  to  stryue  wi))  a 
strenger.  or  wi]>  a  more  my3ty  man  fan  hym  self. 
[2672]  And  forto  stryue  wi])  a  man  of  euen  strength 
fat*  is  to  say  wif  as  stronge  a  man  as  be  is  if  is  perile . 
[2673]  -^d  ^orto  stryue  wif  a  waikere  man  if  is  foly 
[2674]  And  ferfore  shulJ  a  man  flee  stryuynge  as 
mochel  as  be  my3f  [2675]  ^  ^^^  Salomon  saif .  It  is  a 
grete  worship  a  man  to  kepe  hy/n  from  noyse  and 
stryf .  [2676]  And  3if  if  so  byfalle  or  happe  faf  a  man 
of  gretter  my3f  and  strenger  fan  fou  arf  do  fe 
greuaunce.  [2677]  stody  and  byse  fe  rafer  to  stille 
fe  same  greuaunce  fan  forto  venge  fe  [2678]  II  ffor 
Senec  saif  Thaf  he  puttef  hym  in  grete  perile.  faf 
stryuef  wif  a  gretter  man  fan  he  is  him  self  [2679] 
And  Caton  saif .  ^if  a  man  of  bier  astate  or  of  degre  or 
more  my3ty  fan  fou .  do  f e  an  ofer  greuaunce 
Buffire    hym    [2680]    for    be   faf   onys   baf    greued   fe 
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may  ano]>er  tyme  leleue  ))e.  and  helpe  fe,  [2681]  yiif 
eette  I  caas  je  haue  bo))  mj^f  and  licence  forto 
venge  jou.  [2682]  I  sale  Jjaf  fer  bene  ful  mony 
))ingge8  pat*  shuld  restreyn  30U  of  vengeance  takinge 
[2683]  and  make  30U  forto  enclyne  to  snfire  and  for- 
to haue  pacience  in  ])e  wrongges  ]>at<  bene  done  to 
30U.  [2684]  ffursf  and  forward!  jif  je  wil  considere 
Je  defantes  Jafc*  bene  in  joure  persone.  [2685] 
for  whicK  defautes  god  ha])  auffired  jou  to  haue 
tribulaciofi  as  I  haue  saide  byfore  [2686]  IT  ffor 
J)e  Poete  saij) .  faf  we  ou^ten  paciently  J)e  tr/bulacions  to 
take  fat  common  to  vs  whan  fsiV  we  ]}enken  and  consideien 
faV  we  han  deserued  to  haue  hem  [2687]  II  And  seinf 
Gregor  sei]i .  That*  whan  a  man  considere]>  wel  ))e 
nombFO  of*  his  defautes  and  of  his  synnes  [2688]  ^an 
peynes  and  ]>e  tnbulaciofis  )>af  he  suffre])  semen  ]>e 
lasse  ynto  him  [2689]  -^^  ^^  ^  moche  as  him  yenk- 
ej)  his  synnes  more  hevie  and  greuous  [2690]  in  so 
moche  his  peyne  is  pe  lifter  /  and  fe  'esier  vnto 
hym  [2691]  IT  Also  je  owen  to  enclyne  and  bowe  ^oute 
herte  to  take  ])e  pacience  of  our  lorde  Ihe^u  cnst*.  As 
sei]}  seint  Fetre  in  his  episteH  [2692]  Ihe^a  cnsf  he 
sei])  ha]}  suffred  for  ys  and  jeuen  ensample  to  euery 
man  to  folowe  and  to  swee  hym  [2693]  for  he  did  neuero 
IT  synne  ne  neuere  cam  a  vileyhs  worde  out*  of  his 
mouJ)e   [2694]   whan  men   cursed  hym   he   cursed  hem 

noujt*     [ 

no  gap]  [2695]  Also  fe  grete  pacience  IF  whiche  Jat» 
seintes  p&V  bene  in  paradis  han  had  in  trtbidacions  ])at< 
]>ei  han  sufifred  wiji-outen  her  desert*  or  gilt*.  [2696] 
aughf  moch  stire  30U  to  pacience  [2697]  IT  fiferfer- 
more  je  shal  conforte  30U  to  haue  pacience  [2698] 
consideringe  J^af  pe.  tribulacions  of  fie  worlde.  but 
litel  IF  while  enduren .  and  soon  bene  ypassed  and  goon 
[2699]  And  ])e  loye  fat  a  man  scche])  to  haue  by 
pacience    in    trA)ulacions    is    perdurable,   after  ))af    fe 

PETWOETH  524  (6-T.  238)        CUMf2S9,bMk] 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


8IZ-TBXT   234 

GROUP  B.   §  10.  MELiBEus.  Potworth  MS. 

appostel  eeijj .  in  his  Epistel  [2700]  IT  The  loie  of  god  he 
seij)  is  perdurable.  J)af  is  to  saye  euerlastinge .  [2701] 
Also  trouej)  and  bileuej>  stedfastly  faf  he  nys  naf 
wel  noTBshed  ne  wel  ytau3f  pat  cannot*  haue  pacience 
ne  wil  not"  receyue  pacience  [2702]  IT  ffor  Salomon  seiJ) . 
That*  ))e  doctnne  and  )ye  witte  of  man  is  knowe  by 
pacience .  [2703]  And  in  ano])ere  place  he  sei]) .  faif  he  paf 
kepejj  hym  by  pacience  IT  gouemeJ>  him  by  grete.  prudence 
[2704]  IT  And  fe  Same  Salomon  sei])  The  angre  and  pQ 
wrethftil  man  make))  noyses .  and  pe  pacienf  man  attempre]) 
and  stille])  him  self  [2705]  IT  he  Bsip  also  it*  is  more 
worth  to  be  pacienf  J)an  for  to  be  ri3f  stronge .  [2706]  And 
he  ])af  may  haue  lordship  of  his  owne  herf  is 
more  to  preise  fon  he  jiat*  by  his  fors  take]) 
grete  Citees  and  townes  [2707]  Therfore  sei))  seint* 
lame  in  his  Epistett.  pat*  pacience  in  a  grete  yertue  of 
perfectiofi . 

[2708}  [Certes,  dit  MeUlbSe,  je  vous  ottroye^  dame 
Prudence^  que  patience  est  wie  grant  vertu,] 
[2709]  But*  euery  man  may  nat*  haue  pe  ptfrfectiofi  pat  we 
seken.  [2710]  ne  I.  am  not*  of  pe  nombre  of  n3f  pe?*- 
fit  men.  [2 7 11]  for  myn  hert*  may  neuer  be  in 
pees  f  vnto  ]>e  tyme  it  be  venged  [2712]  IT  And  al  be  if  so 
pat*  if  was  grete  peiile  to  myne  ^  ennemyes  to  done  me  a 
Tilanye  in  takinge  vengeance  ypon  me.  [2713]  3if 
token  pei  noon  hede  yppon  pe  perile .  buf  fulfilleden  her 
wikfked  wille  and  her  corage  [2714]  And  per-for  me 
penkep  men  oujf  nof  repreue  me  pou^e  I  putte  me 
in  a  litel  perile  to  venge  me.  [2715]  and  pouje  I  doo 
a  grete  excesse .  paf  is  to  say  pon^e  I  venge  oon  outrage 
by  a  nopere 

[2716]  IT  0  quod  dame  prudence  je  say  ^orae  wille. 
and  as  30U  likep.  [2717]  Buf  in  no  caas  of  pe  world  a 
man  shuld  not  do  outrage  ne  excesse  forto  venge 
hy7»  [2718]  IT  ffor  Cassidore  seip  paf  as  euel  dop 
he  paf  auengep  him  by  outrage,    as  he    paf  dop  pe 
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outrage.  [2719]  And  fer-for  je  shul  venge  jou  after 
J>e  ordere  of  ry3f  pui?  is  to  saiil  *by  Jre  lawe  and  by  noon 
exeesse  ne  noon  outrage .  [2720]  And  also  if  je  T?il 
venge  )ou  of  ]»e  outrage  of  ^oure  aduersaries  in  oper 
manere  ]>an  rijf  comaunde])  30  synnen  [2721]  IT  And 
perfoTe  Bsip  Senec* .  ]>at*  a  man  shal  neuere  yenge 
schrewdenesse  by  schrewdenesse  /  [2722]  And  if  je  say 
]>af  rijf  axe]>  a  man  to  defende  violence  by  violence, 
and  fi3tynge  by  fijtinge.  [2723]  certes  ^e  say  soth. 
whan  ])o  defence  is  done  anoon  wiUi-outen  inteniatie  or 
wijK>ut*  taryinge  or  delay .  [2724]  for  to  defenden  bym  and 
nof  forto  vengen  bym .  [2725]  And  it*  bihoue])  fsi?  a  man 
puf  8UC&  attemparance  in  bis  defence  [2726]  paf  men  liaue 
no  cause  no  inatere  to  repreuen  bym  psif  defende])  hym 
of  exeesse  and  of  outrage .  [^car  autrement  ce  seroit  contre 
droit  et  contre  raison  (Le  Men.)]  [2727]  IT  Parde  je  knowen 
weH  ]>at*  je  maken  noon  defence  as  nowe  forto  defende  30U 
but*  forto  venge  30U  [2728]  And  so  svrep  if  p&\f  je 
ban  no  wille  to  doo  joure  dede  attemperally .  [2729]  and 
^erfore  me  penkef  ))af  pacience  is  goode  IT  ffor  Salomon 
eeip  f  ^af  be  p&V  is  naf  pacienf  sbal  baue  grete 
barme 

[2730]  IT  Certes  quod  meleby  I  graunte  jou  Jwif 
whan  a  man  is  impacient*  and  wroo]}  of  p&if  j^af  toucbe]) 
bym  nat*  and  of  ]}af  )yaf  pertenep  not*  to  bym .  fon^o  it* 
barme  bim  it*  is  no  wondere  [2731]  IT  ffor  J)e  lawe  saij), 
])at*  be  is  coupable .  paif  entermete]}  bym  or  melle];  bym  wi]) 
sucbe  ]>inge  as  apperteyne])  nat*  to  bym  [2732]  IT  And 
Salomon  sai]) .  That*  be  ])at*  entermete])  bym  of  pe 
noise  or  of  pQ  strif  of  an  o]>er  man  is  like  to  bym .  ])at*  take]i 
fe  bounde  by  pe  eeres  [2733]  and  ^aussi  comme  cellui  qui 
preni  le  chien  par  lee  oreilles]  is  oJ)er  wbile  biten  wif 
]re  bounde  .  [2734]  IT  Ei^f  in  pe  same  wise  is  it*  reson  j^at* 
be  baue  barme  ))af  by  bis  impacience  medle]}  bim  of 
pQ  noise  of  an  o]}er  man .  wber  paV  if  appertene))  not  to 
bim    [2735]  ^  ^^^  3®  knowe  wel  J)af  pia  dede  and 
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yiB  greef  and  ))is  dissese  touche]»  me  ri^t* 
nygfi.  [2736]  And  ferfore  foiije  I  be  wrofe  and  im- 
pacienf  if  is  no  mervaile.  [2737]  and  sauynge  joure 
grace  I  can  not*  see  p&i?  it*  my^t*  gretlicK  harme  me. 
^ou^e  I  toke  vengeaflice  [2738]  ffor  I  am  Eiccher  and 
more  myjty  Jan  myn  enemy es  bene.  [2739]  -^^^  ^^^ 
knowen  jee  f af  by  money  and  by  hauyng*  grete  posses- 
sio&s  bene  att  ]>ingge8  of  Jis  world!  ygouemed  [2740] 
IT  And  Salomon  self  •  ])af  aH  ])ingges  obeyen  to 
monay  • 

[2741]  [^Prudence,  quant  die  oy  son  mary  vanter  de  sa 
ridiesse  et  de  m  puisaaneej  et  say  e^ouir^  ef\  dispreia- 
ing*  ))e  poor  of  his  aduersaries .  Tho  she  spak  and  seide  in 
fis  wise.  [2742]  Certes  dere  sire  I  graunf  30U  faf 
je  bene  riche  and  myjty.  [2743]  and  faf  richesses  ben 
good  to  hem  ]}af  ban  wel  goten  hem .  and  ])at* 
wel  can  vsen  hem  [2744]  ffor  rijf  as  fe  body  of  a 
man  {  may  not*  lyue  wi]K>uf  ]>e  saule .  no  more  may  if 
live  wijK)ut»  temporal  goodes.  [2745]  And  by  rich- 
esse  may  a^man  gete  hym  grete  worahip  [2746]  If  And 
]>erfore  sei))  PamphiUes .  ^if  an  neterdes  dou3tere  he  saij) 
be  riche  she  may  chese  of  a  thowsand  men  \lequel 
qu'eUe  vetdt  pour  son  mary  [2747]  car  (Le  M^nagier,  tome  i)J 
[.  4  no  gap  in  the  MS,]  oon  wil  nof  forsake  her  ne  refuse 
hor.  [2748]  And  pua  Pamphilles  seith  also  IT  jif  pou  be 
rijt*  happy  ]>af  is  to  say  ri^f  riche  ]k)w 
fihalt*  fynde  a  grete  nombre  of  felawes  and  frendes .  [2749J 
And  ^if  )»i  fortune  that*  pou  wexe  poor,  fare 
wel  frendship  and  felawship.  .[2750]  for  fon  shalt  bene 
allone  wi)H)nte  eny  companye.  but*  ^if  it*  be  ]7e 
company  of  poor  folk*  [2751]  //  And  3it  seij  pis 
Pamphilles  more  ouer  ]}at*  pei  ))at*  bene  thral  and 
bonde  of  lynage .  shullen  be  made  wor])i  and  noble  by 
richessesse  [2752]  And  rijf  so  as  by  richesses  per 
commen  mony  goodes.  Ei^t*  so  by  pouerf  per  commen 
mony  harmes  and  euels.  [2753]  ffor  grete  poiierte  con- 
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Btreynetli  a  man  to  doo  mony  euels  [2754]  IT  And  fer- 
fore  clepe))  Cassidore  pouerf.  ]>e  modern  ruyne. 
[2755]  That*  is  to  say  ^  modere  of  oaeT|>TowiDge  or 
falling*  downe  [2756]  IT  And  ^rfore  Pers  Alfons  8ai|y. 
Oon  of  )>e  grettesf  aduersitees  of  fia  woii<$  is  [2757] 
vhan  a  free  [man]  by  kinde  is  constreyned  by 
pouerf  to  eten  Je  almesse  of  his  enemye  [2758]  IT  And 
ye  Same  l^ei^  Innocenf  in  oon  of  his  bokes.  He  sei)» 
)>at*  soiiful  and  vnhappy  is  pe  condition  of  a  poor 
begger.  [2759]  ffor  ^if  he  aske])  not*  his  mete  he  dye])  for 
hungere .  [2760]  [et  se  iJs  deinandefit,  iU  meuretit 
de  honte;]  I^ecessite  constreynef  hywt  to  aske.  [2761] 
And  ]»erfore  seip  Salomon.  That*  better  is  to  dye  pan 
forto  haue  suche  pouerte  [2762]  IT  And  as  pe  Same  Salo- 
mon sei^  Better  is  to  dye  a  bitter  deep  ))an  forto 
lynen  in  swich  wise  [2763]  IT  By  J^ise  resons  fat*  .1 
haue  seide  vnto  jowe  and  by  mony  resons  ]>at*  I 
coude  saie  [2764]  I  g7*aunte  p&if  richesses  bene 
good  to  hem  J^at*  geten  hem  wett 
And  vsen  hem  wel.  [2765]  And  ]>erfore  wil  I  shewe 
30V  how  }e  shul  haue  30U .  and  howe  je  shal  here  30U 
in  gaderinge  of  richesses.  and  in  what*  manere  ^e  shul 
vsen  hem 

[2766]  ffirst*  je  shul  geten  hem  with-out  grete 
desire,  by  good  leisere  sokingly.  and  not*  ouerhastely. 
[2767]  ffor  a  man  ]»at*  is  to  desiringe  to  geten  richesse. 
abandone])  hym  to  ]>eff  and  to  afi  o}>er  evek 
[2768]  IT  And  ])erfore  sei]»  Salomon  IT  he  p&if  haste|) 
hym  to  bysily  to  wexe  ricche  f  shal  be  noon  Innocenf  [2769] 
IT  He  eaip  also  faf  pe  Richesse  p&V  hastely  commep  to 
a  man.  sone  and  l^tly  goo])  and  passe)>  £rom  hym 
[2770]  IT  Buf  p&i?  richesse  ])af  comme))  alway  litel  and  litel . 
wexef  alway  and  multiplied  [^771]  ^  -^^  ^^^  3^  shul 
gete  richesse  by  joure  witte .  and  by  ^ouie  travaile .  vnto 
^oure  profite  [2772]  and  p&V  wi]H)uten  wronge  or  harms 
doynge    to    eny  ojjcre    ^eraone,   [2773]    ffor    pe    laws 
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Belp  IT  That*  he  ne  make])  naf  hym  self  riche .  ^if  lie  do 
harme  to  a  noj^er  wight*  ^2774]  IT  This  is  to  say  ))at* 
nature  defende))  and  forhede^  by  ryghf.  )>af  ^no  man 
make  him  self  riche  wif  )»e  hanne  of  a  no^^re  persofl. 
[2775]  IT  And  Tullius  sai)) .  ^at*  no  sorowe  ne  no  drede 
of  detli  ne  of  ])0U3f  )»at*  may  falle  to  a  man  [2776] 
is  so  mochel  ajeinsf  nature  as  a  man  to  encrees  his 
owne  profite  to  Je  harme  of  anofer  man  [2777]  IT  And  fou^e 
^e  grete  men  and  fe  riche  men  geten  lychesses  more 
lijtly  ^n  )>ou .  [2778]  jif  shalf  J>ou  nat*  he  ydel  ne  sclowe 
to  )»i  prophete .  ffor  pon  shalt*  in  al  ^inge  and  in  al  wise  fle 
ydelnesse  [2779]  IT  ffor  Salomon  seijjf  That*  ydelnesse  techef 
a  man  to  do  mony  eueles  [2780]  IT  And  )»e  Same  Salomon 
sei)».  ^af  he  ^af  travaille))  and  hysie|)  him  to  tille 
his  londe  shal  ete  pe  brede.  [2781]  But*  he  ^at*  is  ydel  and 
caste^  him  to  doo  no  hysynesse  ne  occupaciofi  shal  falle  into 
poiiert*  and  dye  for  hungers.  [2782]  And  he  J>af  is 
ydel  and  sclowe.  can  neuer  fynde  conable  tyme  forto 
do  his  profite  [2783]  IT  ffor  J>er  is  a  versifiour  Jaf  sai]) .  That» 
fe  ydel  man  excuse^  hym  in  wyntere.  be  cause  of  ]>e 
grete  colde .  And  in  somer  by  enchesofi  of  ]>e  grete  hete 
[2784]  IT  flfor  Jise  causes  seif  Catofl  IT  Wakejj  and  enclyne]» 
30U  not*  ouemlbche  forto  sclepe.  for  ouer  moche  resf 
norsshe))  and  cause)»  mony  vyces  [2785]  IT  And  J^erfore 
sei)»  seinf  lerom  IT  Do))  somme  good  dedys  ])af  pe  deuel 
which  is  oure  enemye  ne  fynde  30U  nat*  vnocupied. 
[2786]  ffor  fe  deuel  ne  take^  not*  li^tly  vnto  his  worch- 
inge  such  as  he  fynde))  occupied  in  goode  werkes 

[2787]  IT  Than  ])U8  in  geting*  of  Bichesse  je 
moten  flee  ydelnesse  /  [2788]  IT  and  afteiivard  ^e  shul  vse 
fe  richesse  which  ^e  ban  geten  by  30ure  witte  and  by 
^oure  travaile  [2789]  in  such  a  manere  p&if  men 
holde  30U  naf  to  scarce .  ne  to  sparinge .  ne  to  fool  large . 
fat*  is  to  sayn  ouer  large  a  spendere  [2790]  IT  £for  ri^t*  as 
men  blamen  an  Auarous  man  by  cause  of  his  scarsete 
and  chyncherie  [2791]  In  ))e  same  manere  is  he  blamed 
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fat*  spendef  ouer  largely.  [2792]  IT  And  J^eifore  seif 
Caton.  vse  lie  8ai)»  pe  Eich^o  )>at<  ])ou  hast*  ygeten. 
[2793]  in  such  a  manero.  )>af  fer  be  no  mateie  ne 
cause  to  calle  pe  neipei  ^lecche  ne  chynche.  [2794] 
fibr  it*  is  grete  shame  a  man  to  haue  a  poor  herf 
and  a  rich  purs  [2795]  IT  He  Beip  also  pe  goodes  )>at* 
thow  hast*  geten  vse  hem  hy  mesure  )>af  is  to  say. 
spende  mesurably  [2796]  ffor  Jei  J>af  folyly  waasten 
and  dispenden  pe  goodes  p&if  )>ei  haue.  [2797]  whan 
]>ei  han  no  more  propre  of  her  owne  ]>ei  shape  hem 
to  take  pe  goodes  of  a  no]>er  man.  [2798]  IT  I  say  pan 
pSiV  ^e  shal  flee  Auarice  /  [2799]  vsinge  joura  richesse 
as  in  such  manure  faf  men  say  not*  p&if  30Uie  goodes 
bene  yburied.  [2800]  but*  ))at  ^e  ^haue  hem  in  jourt? 
myght*  and  in  30ure  weldinge  [2801]  ffor  pe  wise 
repreeue))  pe  Auerous  man  and  sei])  in  twoo 
versus.  [2802]  Wherto  and  whi  bere)>  a  man  his 
goodes  by  his  Auarice  and  kuowe)>  wel  ))af  nodes 
he  most*  deye .  [2803]  for  de))  is  pe  ende  of  euery  man 
as  in  pia  present*  lif  [2804]  and  for  what*  cause  or 
encheson  iojaep  he  him  or  knytte|y  he  hym  so  fast* 
vnto  his  goodes  [2805]  fat*  aH  his  wittee  mowe  not* 
disseuere  hym  or  departen  hym  fr»  his  goodes. 
[:;8o6]  and  knowef  wel  or  aught*  knowe  fat*  whan  he 
is  dede  he  shal  no  finge  bere  wif  him  out*  of  fis 
world  [2807]  IT  And  ferfore  seif  seynt*  Austyne.  That? 
fe  Auerous  man  is  likned  into  helle.  [2808]  fat*  fe 
more  it*  swolowef .  f e  more  desire  it*  haf  to  swalowe  and 
deuowre  [2809]  And  as  wel  as  30  wolde  eschwe  to  be 
cleped  an  Auarous  man  or  chynche  [2810]  as  wel 
shul  30  kepe  30U  and  goueme  30U  so  and  in  such  a  wiso 
so  fat*  men  ne  cleped  30U  not*  fool  large  [2811]  V  Therfore 
seif  Tullif<«  The  goodes  he  self  of  fine  hous  shuld 
nat*  bene  hidde  ne  kept*  so  cloos  but*  fat*  f el  myj^t* 
be  opned  by  Pite  and  by  bonairte  [2812]  fat*  is  to 
sayn  to    ^eue  hem   parte    fat*  han   grete  nede   [2813] 
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Ne  )>i  goodes  shuld  not*  bene  so  open  to  be  euery 
mannys  goodes  [2814]  IT  Afterward  in  getinge  of  ^ouro 
ricbesse  &  in  vsyng*  of  bem  ^e  sbul  alway  bane  |yro 
))ingge8  in  ^oure  bert*.  [2815]  )>at*  is  to  sayn.  our  lorde 
god.  conscience  and  good  name  [2816]  IT  ffirsf  30  sbul 
bauo  god  in  ^oura  berf  [2817]  ^^^  ^or  no  riccbesse  ^e 
sbul  doo  no  ]>inge  wbicb  may  in  eny  manere  displese 
crisf  J>af  is  youre  creatoui'  and  jour*  maker*  [2818]  IT  ffor  after 
pQ  worde  of  Salomon,  it*  is  better  to  baue  a  litel  good 
with  pe  loue  of  god  [2819]  ^an  to  baue  mocbe  good 
and  tresoui*  and  lese  pe  loue  of  bis  lorde  god  [2820] 
IT  And  pe  propbef  seif.  Jat*  better  it*  is  to  bene  a 
good  man .  and  baue  a  litel  good  and  tresoui* .  [282 1]  ^an  to 
be  bolden  a  sbrewe  and  baue  grete  Eiccbesse.  [2822] 
And  ^it*  say  I  fer^ermore  ))af  30  sbulden  alway 
doon  30^*  bisynesse  to  gete  jou  richesses  [2823]  so  ))af 
je  gete  bem  wip  good  conscience  [2824]  IT  And  pe  Appostel 
saij).  Tber  nys  no  finge  in  this  world  of  wbicb  we 
sbuld  baue  so  grete  loye  as  wban  our  conscience  bere)) 
TS  witnesse  of  good  [2825]  IT  And  pe  wise  man  aoip ,  Tbe 
substance  of  a  man  is  ful  good  wban  synne  nys  nat*  in 
bis  coscience  [2826]  IT  Afterward  in  getinge  of  joure 
ricbesses  /  and  in  vsing*  of  bem  [2827]  pQ  most*  baue 
grete  bysynesse  and  grete  diligence  ))at*  ^ourd  ^good 
name  be  alway  kept*  and  conserued  [2828]  IT  fifor  Salo- 
mon seip  Tbat*  better  if  is  and  more  availle];  a  man 
to  baue  good  name  ])an  to  baue  grete  ricbesse 
[2829]  IT  And  ferfore  be  saij)  in  a  no))er  place  Doo  grete 
diligence  sei|y  Salomon  in  kepinge  of  ^i  frend  and  of 
fi  good  name.  [2830]  ffor  it*  shal  lenger  abide  wij 
pe  J)an  eny  tresoui*  be  it*  neuere  so  precious.  [2831] 
And  certes  be  sbuld  not*  be  cleped  a  gentil  man.  ))af 
after  god  and  good  conscience  aB,  piaggea  left*  ne  do)> 
bis  dyligence  and  bysynesse  to  kepen  bis  good  name 
[2832]  IT  And  Cassidore  saif  f  fat*  it*  is  signe  of  a  gentitt 
bert*  wban  a  man  desire);  and  loue]?  to  bauo  a  goode  name ./ 

PETWORTH  631    (S-T.  240)  [Meaf2«] 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


SIX-TEXT   2il 

GROUP  B.  §  10.  uELiBBus.  Potworth  MS. 

[2833]  IT  And  ))erfore  seif  seinf  Austyne.  Ther 
bene  two  J^ingges  )>at*  are  necessarye  an4  nedefuli. 
[2834]  &  ])af  is  good  conscience  and  good  loos.  [2835] 
thaf  is  to  sayn  good  conscience  to  ]}ine  owne  persone 
inward  And  good  loos  for  )>i  neighbour  outward. 
[2836]  And  he  )»at<  treste^  him  so  moche  in  his  good 
conscience  [2837]  fsif  he  displese  and  8ette|)  a(^ 
nou3t  his  good  name  or  loos.  a7id  rekke^  not*  )>ou3e 
he  kepe  not*  his  good  name .  he  nys  but  a  crueH  cherle 

[2838]  IT  Sire  now  haue  I  schewed  30U  how  30  shuld 
doo  in  kepinge  rychesse  and  howe  je  shuld  vsen  hem 
[2839]  IT  I  see  wel  fat*  for  fe  trust"  fat*  je  haue  in 
jour6  ricchesse.  je  wil  meuen  werre  and  bataille  [2840] 
I  counsaile  fat*  je  bygynne  no  werre.  in  tresf  of 
)oure  Kichesse .  ffor  fci  ne  sufHsen  not*  werres  to  Mayn- 
tene  [2841]  IT  And  ferfore  saif  a  Philosophre.  That* 
man  faf  desiref  and  wil  algates  haue  werre.  shal 
neuere  haue  suflfisaunt.  [2842]  ffor  fe  Kicher  faf  he  is 
f  e  gretter  dispence  mot43  he  make  3if  he  wil  haue  wor- 
ship or  victorie  [2843]  ^  ^^  Salomon  saif  fat*  fe 
gretter  richesse  fat*  a  man  hath .  f e  gretter  dispendours  he 
haf .  [2844]  And  dere  sir  al  be  it*  soo.  faf  for  joure 
richesse  ^e  mowe  haue  mochel  folk*.  [2845]  ^if  byhouef 
it*  not*,  ne  it*  is  not"  good  to  bygynne  werre.  fer  as  je 
may  in  ofer  manere  haue  pees  ynto  joure  worship 
and  profite  [2846J  IT  ffor  fe  victorie  of  batailles  faf  bene 
in  fis  world  lith  not*  in  grete  nombre  or  multitude  of 
puple.  ne  in  vertue  of  man.  [2847]  ^^^  i**  ^i*^  ^ 
fe  wille  and  in  fe  hand  of  oui'  lord  god  almyjty 
[2848]  IT  And  ferfore  ludas  makabeus  which  was 
goddys  knyjt  [2849]  ^^^^bji  he  shuld  fijt*  a3einst  his 
aduersarie  fat*  had  a  gretter  nombre  and  a  gretter  mul- 
titude of  folk*  And  strenger  fan  was  fis  puple  of  Maka- 
be.  [2850]  Jit*  he  recomforte  his  lytel  'companye  and 
saide  rijt*  in  fis  wise  [2851]  IT  Also  lijtly  quod  he 
may  our  lord  god  almy^ty  3eue  victorie  to   fewe  folk* 
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as  to  monye  [2852]  ffor  pe  victory  of  bataille  commep 
not*  by  pe  grete  nombre  of  puple  [2853]  but*  if  commeth 
fro  our  lord  of  heuene.  [2854]  And  dere  sire  for 
as  moch.  As  Jjer  nys  no  man  certeyn  jif  if  be  worf  f  af 

god  jeue  hym  victorie  [ • 

no  gap  in  the  M8.]  or  noujf .  aftere 

^af  Salomon  sei]) .  [2855]  Therfore  enery  man  shulde  gretly 
drede  werrus  to  bygynne  [2856]  And  by  cause  Jaf  [in] 
batailles  [are]  many  periles  [2857]  &  [it  may]  happen  ofer 
while  ^af  as  sone  is  ^e  grete  man  sclayn  as  pe  litel 
man  [2858]  If  And  as  it  is  ywritte  in  J)e  secoflcJ  book*  of 
kingges  The  dedes  of  batailles  bene  auenturous  and  no 
J)inge  certeyn.  [2859]  for  as  li3tly  is  oofl  hurf  wip  a 
spere  as  a  no)>er  [2860]  And  pertoie  if  is  grete  perile  in 
■werre .  Therfore  shuld  a  man  flee  and  eschewe  werre  in 
as  mochel  as  a  man  may  goodly  ./  [2861]  ffor  Salomon 
aeip  f  He  ]>af  loue^  perile  shai  falle  in  perile 

[2862]  After  pskt  dame  prudence  had  spoken  in 
pis  manere  Melebiu^  answen)  and  saide.  [2863]  I  see 
wel  dame  pai?  by  joure  faire  wordes  and  by 
^oure  resons  J^af  ye  han  schewcd  me .  ^af  pe  werre  like)> 
90U  no  pijxge .  [2864]  Buf  I  haue  nof  3if  herde  3oure  coun- 
saile  howe  I  shal  doo  in  )>is  nede . 

[2865]  Certes  quod  she  I  counsaile  30'  faf  30  ac- 
corde  wi)>  3oure  aduersaries  and  ]>af  30  haue  pees 
>  wit/i  hem  [2866]  IT  ffor  seinf  lame  sei])  in  his  Epistelt 
IT  Thaf  by  concord  and  pees  ^e  smale  richesses  wexen 
grete  [2867]  And  by  debate  and  discord  pe  grete  richesse 
fallen  doun.  [2868]  And  30  knowe  wel  J^af  oon  of  pe 
grettesf  and  mosf  souereyn  ^inge  ^af  is  in  ^is  world 
is  vnite  and  pees  [2869]  And  Jerfore  saij>  our  lord 
Ihesu.  crisf  to  his  apostel  in  pia  wise  [2870]  IT  Wel 
happy  and  blessed  bene  ])ei  )»af  louen  and  pu[r]chasen 
pees  for  fei  bene  called  children  of  god  [2871]  IT  A  quod 
Meleby  nowe  se  I  wel  Jaf  30  loue  nof  myn  h[o]noure 
and    my  worship.   [2872]    Je    knowen  wel    faf  myne 
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aduersaries  haue  bygonnen  piB  debate  and  brigge  by  her 
outrage  [2873]  -^^  3®  See  wel  J»af  pei  ne  lequiren  ne 
preien  me  nat*  of  pees  ne  ^ei  asken  not*  to  be  recounsailled. 
[2874]  vil  ^e  ]»an  ^at*  I  goo  meke  and 
obeye  me  to  hem  .  and  crye  hem  mercye .  [2875]  ffor  soth 
)>af  were  not*  my  worship .  [2876]  ffor  ri^f  as  men  sayn 
^at*  ouer  grete  humblesse  engendre^  dispisinge.  so 
fare])  it*  by  to  grete  humilite  &  mekenesse 

[2877]  IT  Than  bygan  dame  prudence  to  make  sem- 
blau7»f  of  wreth  and  -saide.  [2878]  Certes  sir^  sauf 
30ure  grace  I  loue  ^our  honoure  and  ^oure  profite  as  I  doo 
myn  owne  and  euere  ha^ue  done  [2879]  ^^  3^  ^^  mowen 
not"  sayn  J>e  contrarie .  [2880]  And  jit«  3if  I 
had  saide  ))at*  je  shulde  haue  purchased  ^e  pees  and 
])e  reconsiliaciofi  I  ne  had  not*  moche  mystake  me 
ne  saide  amys  [2881]  ffor  Je  Wise  man  seij).  The  dis- 
sencion  bygynnej)  by  a  nojer  man .  and  Je  reconsilynge 
by  J)i  silf.  [2882]  And  Je  prophete  eaip ,  flSee 
schrewdenesse  and  doo  goodnesse  [2883]  IT  Seke  pees  and 
folowe  if  in  as  moche  as  in  J^e  is .  [2884]  IT  Jit*  seij)  he  not? 
fat*  je  shul  Swe  ra])er  to  joure  aduersaries  for  pees 
Jan  J)ei  shullen  to  jou .  [2885]  ffor  I  knowe  wel  J)at*  je 
bene  so  hard  herted .  ])at*  je  wil  do  no  ))ing*  for  mee 
[2886]  IT  And  Salomon  seij  f  faf  he  Jaf  haj  ouer  harde 
an  hert* .  at*  Je  last*  shal  myshappe  and  mystide 

[2887]  IT  Whan  Melebius  had  seye  dame  prudence 
make  semblau7it*  of  wreth  he  saide  in  Jis  wise  [2888] 
IT  Dame  I  prey  jou  Jat*  3e  be  not*  displesed  of  Jingges 
Jat*  I  saye .  [2889]  ffor  je  knowe  wel  Jat*  I  am  angry  and 
wrooj)  and  fat*  is  no  wondere.  [2890]  and  pei  Jaf 
bene  wrooJ .  weten  not*  wel  what*  Jei  doon  ne  what*  Jei 
seyn  [2891]  IT  And  Jerfore  the  prophete  seij).  That* 
trowbled  eyen  haue  no  clere  sijf.  [2892]  But*  saij)  on 
and  counsaile  me  as  je  likej).  for  I  am  redy  to  doo 
rijt*  as  30  wil  desire .  [2893]  and  if  je  repreue  me  of  my 
foly  .1  am  Je  more  holden  to  loue  30U  and  to  preise 
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jou  [2894]  IT  ffor  Salomon  saitli  That^  lie  ]>at*  repToue]» 
hym  p&V  doo)7  foly.  [2895]  he  shal  findo  gretter  grace 
Jaf  lie  J>af  deceyuef  hym  wij)  swete  wordes 

[2896]  Than  said  Dame  prudence .  I  make  no 
semblanf  of  wre))e  ne  of  angei'  hut*  for  joure  grete  profite 
[2897]  IT  ffor  Salomon  seij)f  he  is  more  wrooj)  faf  re- 
preueth  or  chidejj  a  foole  for  his  folye  schewing*  him 
semhlafif  of  wrefe  [2898]  J)an  he  J)af  supportej)  hym 
or  preisejj  him  in  his  mysdoynge  at*  laughe]»  af  his 
foly  [2899]  IT  And  ))is  same  Salomon  sei]>  afterward 
fat*  by  J>e  sorifiil  vese  of  a  man  J^af  is  to  sayn  by 
sory  and  heuy  countenaunce  of  a  man  [2900]  pe  foole 
correctc])  and  amende])  him  self 

[2901]  IT  Than  sayde  Melehy  I  shal  not*  conne  an- 
swcro  to  so  mony  resons  as  30  putten  to  me  and 
shewen  /  [2902]  saij>  shortely  joure  wille .  and  joure  coun- 
saile  and  I  am  al  redy  to  fulfille  and  performe  it 

[2903]  IT  Than  Dame  pmdeuce  diskeuered  al  her  wille 
vnto  hym  and  saide  [2904]  I  counsaile  30U  ])at*  30 
abouen  al  ]>inge  maken  pees  hytwene  god  and 
^owe  [2905]  and  hef  recofLsailled  vnto  him  and  to  his 
grace.  [2906]  ffor  I  haue  seic)  jow  here  byfore  IT  God 
h&f  sufired  30U  to  haue  fis  tribulaciofi  and  dissese  for 
joure  synnes .  [2907]  And  if  je  doo  as  I  say  jowe  ^god  wil 
sende  jo\ae  aduersaries  vnto  jou  [2908]  and  make  hem 
to  falle  at*  3oure  fete  redy  to  joure  wille  and  joure  com- 
aundemenf  [2909]  IT  ffor  Salomon  seij'ef  Whan  )>e  con- 
dicion  of  man  is  plesaunte  and  likinge  to  god  [2910]  he 
chaungeth  Jh)  hertes  of  f  e  mannes  aduersaries  and  con- 
streyne))  hem  to  bysechen  him  of  pees  and  of  grace 
[291 1]  IT  And  I  prei  30U  laf  me  speke  wi])  ^oure  aduersariea 
in  privy  place.  [2912]  for  fei  shal  not*  knowe  if 
be  joure  wille  ne  ^oure  assent*.  [2913]  And  )>an  whan 
I  knowe  her  wiH  and  assent*  5  I  may  counsaile  30U 
))e  more  suerly 

[2914]  IT    Dame    quod    Meleby  doj)   jour  wiH  and 
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^oure  lyking*    [2915]   ffor  I    putte   me   fuUi    in   ^ouie 
disposiciofl  and  joure  ordynaztnce 

[2916]  IT  Than  dame  prudence  vhan  [she]  eegh  ^ 
ville  of  her  husbonde  and  she  delyuered  her  and  toke  avice 
by  hure  self  [2917]  f  enkinge  by  her  self*  how  she  myjt*  bringe 
^is  nede  vnto  a  goode  conclusion  and  a  good  eende 
[2918]  V  And  whan  she  seeje  her  tyme  she  sent*  for  ^ise 
aduersaries  to  come  vnto  her  into  a  pryvy  place 
[2919]  and  schewed  wisely  vnto  hem  J>e  greef  goodnesse 
^af  comme^  of  pees.  [2920]  and  ]>e  grete  harmes  and 
periles  ^af  ben  in  werre .  [2921]  and  saide  to  hem  in 
a  goo[d]ly  manere  howe  fai?  hem  ou3ten  to  haue  grete  re- 
pentance [2922]  of  ))e  Iniurie  and  wronge  ]>af  ]}ei 
hadden  ydone .  to  Meleby  her  lorde  and  vnto  her  and  vnto 
her  dou^tei"* . 

[2923]  And  whan  J»ei  herden  fe  goodly  wordes  of 
dame  Prudence  [2924]  fei  weren  so  supprised  and 
rauisshed  and  hadden  so  gret  loie  of  hex'  ]>at*  wondere 
was  to  telle  [2925]  IT  0  lady  quod  J>ei  30  IT  han  schewed 
vnto  vs  ]>e  blissinge  of  swetnesse  aftere  )>e  Sawe  of 
dauid  Je  prophete.  [2926]  ffor  fe  reconsilinge  whicfi 
we  ne  bene  not"  worji  to  haue  in  no  manere .  [2927]  but*  we 
ou^t*  to  requiren  if  wi]>  grete  contriciofl  and  hu?»ilite 
[2928]  je  as  3oure  grete  goodnesse  hsLp  presented  vnto  us 
[2929]  iN'ow  se  we  wel  J»e  science  and  J)e  konyng* 
of  Salomofl  is  ful  trewe  [2930]  for  he  self  J>at* 
Bwete  wordes  multiplien  and  encresen  freendes .  and 
maken  schrewes  to  be  debonayre  and  meke 

[2931]  Certes  quod  pei  we  putten  oure  dede  and 
al  our  matere.  and  cause  alhoolly  in  joure  good  wille 
[2932]  and  bene  redy  to  obeye  to  f e  speche  and  fe  comaunde- 
menf  of  my  lord  Mclebye  [2933]  IT  And  Jerfore  our  dare 
and  benigne  lady  we  preien  jou  and  bysechen  30U  as 
mekely  as  we  conne  or  mowen  [2934]  IT  J?af  ^if  like  vnto 
joure  grete  goodnesse  to  fulfille  in  dede  ^ouie  good- 
ly   wordes     [2935]    ^^^    "^^    consideren    and    knowen 
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^t*  we  han  offended  and  greued  my  lorde  Melebie  out^  of 
mesure  [2936]  so  fer  for^  ])af  we  bene  naf  a  power  to 
maken  his  a[men]dy8.  [2937]  and  J^erfore  we  oblie  and 
bjnde  ts  and  our  frendes  forto  doo  al  his  wille  and  his 
comaundemenli*  [2938]  But*  perauenture  he  ha^  such 
hevynesse  and  such  wreth  to  vs  wardf  by  cause  of  our 
defence  [2939]  ]>af  he  wil  enioyne  vs  suche  peyne 
as  we  may  nof  here  ne  susteyne  [2940]  IT  And  perioie 
noble  lady  we  biseke  to  joure  wo77imanly  pite. 
[2941]  take])  such  avisemenf  in  ]>is  nede  ))at*  we  ne  our 
frendes  ben  not*  disherited  ne  distroied  ]>orgh  oure 
foly 

[2942]  Certis  qaod  Prudence  it*  is  an  harde  Jjinge  and 
rijf  perilous  [2943]  J>af  man  put  him  al  vtterly 
in  ye  arbitraciofi  and  lugement*  and  in  \>q  myghf  and 
power  of  his  enemyes  [2944]  IT  ffor  Salomon  seijj  Leue]) 
and  jeue])  credence  to  J^at  I  shal  sayn  IT  I  say 
quod  he  3if  puplo  and  gouemours  of  holy  church  • 
[2945]  to  pi  sone.  to  ^i  wif  and  pi  frende.  ne  to 
J>i  broJ)er.  [2946]  ne  jeue  J^ou  neuere  myjf  ne 
maistrie  of  Ju  body  while  fou  lyuest*  [2947]  IT  Nowe 
sith  ])af  he  forfende)).  peAf  man  shuld  not*  3eue  to  his 
broker  ne  to  his  freende  fe  myjt*  of  his  body  [2948] 
Than  by  a  strenger  reson  ^e  forfende])  and  forbcdc]).  a 
man  to  ^eue  hym  self  vnto  his  enemye  [2949]  H  And  nanc- 
ies I  counsaile  jowe  faf  je  ne  mystrest*  not*  my  lorde 
[2950]  for  I  woote  wel  and  knowe  verroly  fat*  he  is 
debonaire  and  meke.  large  and  curtays.  [2951]  and  no 
)>inge  desirous  ne  coueitous  of  good  ne  ricchesse.  [2952] 
ffor  nys  no  ))inge  in  pis  world  fat  he  desiref . 
saue  oonly  worship  and  honowr  [2953]  IT  fferjjermore 
I  knowe  wel  and  I  am  rijt*  swre  fat*  he  wil  no  finge 
doo  in  fis  nede  wif-out*  counsaile  of  me .  [2954]  And  I 
shal  so  worche  in  fis  cause  fat*  by  fa  grace  of  ovr  lorde 
god  30  shul  be  recounsailled  vnto  vs . 

[2955]  Than  seide  fei  wif  oon  vois.  Worshipful 
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lady  we  putten  ts  and  oure  IT  goodes  al  fully  in  ^onre  'wiUo 
and  in  ^oure  dispoeisiciofi  [2956]  and  bene  redy  foito  come 
what*  day  J^at*  if  likef  vnto  ^oxae  noblenesse  to  lymyte  vs  oi 
asigne  vs  [2957]  forto  make  oure  obligacioA  and  be  bounde  as 
stronge  as  it*  like))  vnto  ^oure  goodnesse  [2958]  )»t*  we  may 
folfille  ye  will  of  30W  and  of  my  lord  Melebye . 

[2959]  And  whan  dame  pnidenco  had  %  'herde  }e  an- 
fiweis  of  ^ise  men  she  bad  hem  go  ageyn  priTely 
[2960]  And  she  retomed  to  her  lord  Meleby  and  told 
hym  how  she  fand  his  aduersaries  ful  repentaunte  [2961] 
knowlechyng*  ful  lowly  her  synnes  and  trespases  /  and  howe 
Jei  weren  redy  to  suffren  al  peyne.  [2962]  requii^Tig*  and 
preying*  hy w  of  metcje  and  pite 

[2963]  IT  J)an  saide  Meleby  he  is  wel  wor)>  to 
haue  pardone  and  for^euenesse  of  his  synne .  ^f  excuse^  naf 
his  synne.  [2964]  but*  knowleccheji  and  repent^^ 
hym  asking*  Indulgence  [2965]  IT  ffor  Senec*  say .  There 
is  ^e  remyssion  and  forjeuenesf  wher  as  ^e  confession  is. 
[2966]  ffor  confession  is  neighbo?^r  to  Innocence .  [2967] 
IT  And  he  sa^  in  an  oj^er  place  f  ^af  he  ^at^  ha^  shame  of 
his  synne  and  knowlechef  itf  is  worjji  remyssion. 
And  Jerefoi*  I  assent*  and  conformc  me  to  haue  pees. 
[2968]  But*  it*  is  good  )>at*  we  doo  it*  not*  wi^-ouf  pasBanV 
of  onre  frendes 

[2969]  Than  was  prudence  ri^t*  glad  and  loyful 
and  saide  Jis  [2970]  IT  Certes  sire  quod  she  ye  ban  wel  and 
goodly  answenf.  [2971]  ffor  ri^f  as  by  the  counsaile  of 
assent*  and  helpe  of  ^oure  frendes  30  haue  ben  stired 
to  venge  30U.  and  make  werrc.  [2972]  Rijt*  so  wif- 
outen  her  counsaile  shal  30  not*  accorde  30U  ne  haue 
pees  wij)  joure  aduersaries  [2973]  IF  ffor  fe  lawe  saif . 
Ther  nys  no  Jing*  so  good  by  way  of  kynge  as  ])inge 
to  bene  vnbouude  by  hym  fat*  it*  was  ybounde 

[2974]    And    fan  Dame    prudence    wiJH)uten  delay 
or  tarynge  sent*  anoon  Massagers  for  her  kynne  and  for 
her  olde  frendes  which  fat*  were  trowe  and  wise  [2975] 
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and  tolde  hem  by  order  in  fe  presence  of  Me[le]bye  al 
^is  matere  as  if  is  aboue  expressed  and  declared .  [2976] 
and  preyed  hem  )>at*  ]>ai  wolde  ^euen  her  avice  and  coun- 
saile  what^  besf  were  to  doo  in  fis  nede  [2977]  IT  And 
whan  Melibies  frendes  had  taken  her  avise  and  deliber- 
aciofi  of  ])is  forseide  maiere  [2978]  and  hadden  examyned 
it*  by  grete  bysynesse  and  grete  diligence.  [2979]  fei  jaf 
ful  counsaille  forto  haue  pees  and  rest*.  [2980]  And  ^af 
Melebius  shuld  receyuen  wip  good  hert*  his  aduersaries 
to  for^enenesse  and  Mercy . 

[2981]  IT  And  whan  dame  prudence  had  herd 
jMMsenl^  of  her  lord  Melebius  and  ^e  counsaile  of  his  frendes 
[2982]  accorde  wijj  her  wille  and  her  entencioii  [2983] 
she  was  wonderly  glad  in  herf  and  saido  [2984] 
Ther  is  and  olde  prouerbe  quod  She  8ei)>f  ^at*  )>e 
goo[d]nesse  )>af  thou  muisf  doo  pis  day  do  it*  [2985]  and 
abyde  nat*  til  [le  soir  ne\  to  morowe.  [2986]  And 
Jjerfoi*  ^  I  counsaile  30U  J)af  ye  sende  joure  massagers  which 
))at*  bene  discrete  and  wise .  [2987]  vuto  ^oure  aduersaries 
Telling*  hem  in  jowr  bihalf-  [2988]  fat*  jif  fei  wil 
trete  of  pees  and  accorde.  [2989]  )?at*  )>ei  shapen  hem 
wif-oute  delay  or  taryng*  to  come  vnto  vs.  [2990] 
Which  J>iiige  was  perfoumied  in  dede .  [2991]  And 
whan  ))ise  trespasours  and  repentynge  folk  of  her 
folies  )>at  is  to  say  )>e  aduersaries  of  melebye  [2992] 
hadden  her($  what*  ]7e  massagers  saiden  vuto  hem. 
[2993]  ))ei  were  rijt*  glad  and  loiful  and  answerden 
fid  mekely  and  benygnely  [2994]  ^eeldinge  graces  and 
thonkingges  to  her  lorde  Melebie  and  to  al  his  companye 
[2995]  and  shopen  hem  wi^-oute  lay  to  goo  wi)>  \% 
massagers  and  obey  to  ]76  Comaundement*  of  her  lorde 
Melebius 

[2996]  %  And  ri3t*  anoon  )>ei  token  her  way  to  ^ 
courte  of  Meleby  [2997]  and  token  to  hem  some 
of  her  trewe  frendys  to  make  feif  for  hem  and  forto 
bene  her  borowes  [2998]  IT  And  whan  ^i  were  commcn  to 
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])e  presence  of  melebius  he  seide  liem  |>ise  woides 
[2999]  If  8tonde)»  ^us  quod  Melebie  and  eop  if  is 
|>af  ^e  [3000]  causelees  and  wi^-ouf  skille  and  leson 
[3001]  baue  done  grete  iniuries  and  wronges  to  me  and 
to  my  wiff  Prudence  And  to  my  If  doujtere  also .  [3002]  fifor 
^e  ban  ontred  into  myn  bous  by  violence  [3003]  and  baue 
done  such  outrage  ^af  all^  men  knowe  wel  pat  36  ban 
desenied  J>e  deej  [3004]  And  J>erfore  wil  I  knowe 
and  witf  of  30U  [3005]  wbej>ere  je  putte  )e 
punssbmenf  and  ^e  cbastisemenf  and  pe  vengeaunce  of 
^LS  outrage  in  pe  wiH  of  me  and  of  my  wif  Dame  Prudence 
or  je  wil  not 

[3006]  Tban  fe  wisest*  of  bem  pre  answerd  for 
hem  alle  and  seide  [3007]  IT  Sire  quod  be  we  knowe 
wel  J>af  we  bene  vnworj^i  to  come  vnto  pe  Suerte  vnto 
80  grete  [a  lord]  and  so  worfi  as  ^e  bene.  [3008]  ffor 
we  ban  so  gretely  mystaken  vs  and  baue  offended  and  gilted 
in  such  a  wise,  ageyn  joure  begb  lordship.  [3009]  y&tf 
trewly  we  ban  deserued  Je  deejj.  [3010]  Buf  jit*  for 
)>e  grete  goodnesse  and  de])onairte  ];af  aH  men  don 
witnesse  of  joure  persone  /  [301 1]  We  submytten  vs  to 
)our  excellence  and  benygnyte  of  joure  gracious  lordship . 
[301 2]  for  we  bene  redy  to  obey  to  aH  joure  comaundementes 
[3013]  bysekinge  jou  J^af  of  joure  merciable  pite  je 
wil  considere  our  grete  repentaunce  and  lowe  submyssion 
[3014]  and  graunf  us  forjeuenesse  of  oure  outrageous 
trespas  and  offence.  [3015]  ffor  wel  we  knowen  ^af  joure 
liberaU  grace  and  mercie  streccbe))  forjere  into  good- 
nesse ^an  do^  our  outrageous  trespas  into  wikked- 
nesse.  [3016]  ^al  be  if  ))af  cursedly  and  damp- 
nably  we  ban  ygilf  ajeinsf  joure  grete  lordsliip 

[3017]  If  Tban  Melebye  toke  bem  vp  fro  fe  grounds 
ful  benygnely  [3018]  and  receyued  her  oblaciofls  and  her 
londes  by  her  ofes  vpon  her  plegges  and  borowes.  [3019] 
And  assigned  hem  a  certeyn  day  to  retourne  vnto  bis 
courte  [3020]  forto  accepte  and  to  receyue  ]>e  sentence  and 
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luggemenf  of  faf  Melebye  wil  comaunde  to  be  done  to  hem 
by  ]>ifle  causes  to-fore  seide .  [302 1]  whu^  JuBggea  ordeyned  / 
euery  man  •  retoMrned  home  to  his  hous 

[3022]  IT  AnJ  whan  faf  Dame  Prudence  segh  her 
tyme.  she  f[r]ayned  and  asked  her  lorde  [3023]  whajf 
vengeaunce  he  ^ou3t<  to  take  on  his  aduersaries 

[3024]  To  which  Melebius  answerd  and  saide .  Certys 
quod  I  I  thenk*  and  p?^rpoos  me  fully  [3025]  to  dis- 
herite  he7»  and  al  J^af  enere  fci  haue  and  forto  putte 
hem  in  exile  for  euere  moo 

[3026]  IT  Cerits  quod  dame  Prudence  pis  were  a  cruel 
sentence  and  mochel  against  resofl.  [3027]  ffor  je  ben/e 
riche  ynou^e  and  haue  no  nede  of  oJ»/?r  mennys  good  / 
[3028]  and  '  je  myjten  lightely  gete  jou  a 
coueitous  name  [3029]  Whiche  is  a  vicious  Jinge  and  ou3te 
to  bene  eschewed!  of  euery  man  [3030]  IT  ffor  aftere  f  e  sawe 
of  Je  wore)  of  jje  apostel  Coueityse  is  roote  of  alle  harmes 
[3031]  And  ferfore  if  were  bettei^  to  jou  to  lese  so  mochel 
good  of  joure  owne.  fan  forto  take  of  her  good  in  fis 
manere .  [3032]  ffor  bettere  it  is  to  lese  good  with  Worship 
fan  if  is  to  wynne  good  wif  vileny  and  shame ./  [3033]  And 
euery  man  oujf  to  doo  his  diligence  of  his  bys^oiesse 
to  geten  hym  a  good  name .  [3034]  And  ^if  shal  he  nof 
oonly  bysyen  him  in  kepinge  his  good  name  [3035]  But* 
he  shal  also  enforsen  him  alway  to  doon  som7;ie  finge  by 
which  he  may  renouellc  his  good  name  [3036]  IT  ffor  it*  is 
written  IT  The  olde  good  lose  or  good  name  of  a  man  • 
is  sone  done  or  goon  or  passed  whan  it*  is  not*  newed  ne  re- 
nouelled  [3037]  And  as  touching*  fat*  je  sayn  je 
wil  exile  joure  aduersaries  [3038]  fat*  fenkef  me 
moch  ajeinst*  resell,  and  out*  of  mesure  [3039]  con- 
sidered, fe  power  fat*  fei  han  3eucn  30U  vpon  hem  self 
[3040]  IT  And  it*  is  writen  IT  that*  ho  is  worf  i  to  lesen  his 
privelegge  fat*  mysvsef  fe  my3t*  and  fe  power  J^at* 
is  3euen  hym  [3041]  And  I  setto  caas  3e  my3t*  enioyne 
hem    fat*    peyne    by  ri3t»  and    lawe    [3042]    which    I 
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trowe  je  mowe  not*  doo  [3043]  I  say  je  myjf  not? 
puf  if  to  execuciofi  p^rauenture  /  [3044]  and  pem 
were  it*  likly  to  retourne  to  fe  werre  as  it  was  byfome 
[3045]  And  ]>erfore  jif  30  J>an  wol  ]>af  men  dofi  ^^on  obeis- 
annce  je  mosf  deme  more  curtaisly  [3046]  This  is  to 
Bayn  je  mosf  jeue  more  esy  sentences  and  luggementys . 
[3047]  ffor  if  is  writen  faf  he  faf  mosf  curteisly 
oomannde])  to  hym  men  mosf  obeyen  [3048]  IT  And  fer- 
fore  I  prey  30U  faif  in  J>is  necessite  and  in  fis  nede 
30  casf  30a  to  oouercome  3onre  herf .  [3049]  ffor  Senec< 
Baip .  He  ])af  ouercommeJ>  his  herf  ouerco7nmeJ> 
twies ./  [3050]  IT  And  Tullius  saij .  Ther  nys  no  ]>ing*  so 
comendable  in  a  grete  lordf  [3051]  as  whan  he  is  debonaire 
and  meke  and  apaisetfi  hym  self  lightly .  [3052]  And  I  prey 
30U  Jaf  ye  wil  forbero  no  we  to  do  yengeaunce  [3053]  in 
BUC&  a  maner  pat  ymr  good  name  may  be  kepf  and 
conserued  [3054]  and  ]>af  men  mow  ban  a  cause  and 
maters  to  preise  30U  of  pite  and  of  mercy  [3055]  and 
])af  30  haue  no  cause  to  repenf  30U  of  ])inge  J>af  3e  doon 
[3056]  IT  fifbr  Senec<  sai]>.  He  ouercomme])  in  an  enel 
maneie  faf  repentej  hym  of  his  victorie.  [3057]  Wher- 
fore  I  prey  30U  laf  mercy  be  in  3oure 
herf  [3058]  to  J>e  effecte  and  entenf  J)af  god 
almy3ty  haue  mercy  on  30U  in  his  lasf  luggemenf  [3059] 
IT  ffor  seinf  lame  sei])  in  his  Epistel  IT  luggemenf  wi^ 
cute  mercy  shal  be  do  to  hym  ])af  ha]>  no  mercy  on 
another  wi3f 

[3060]  Whan  Melebius  had  herd  ]>e  grete  skilles 
and  resons  of  dame  *  Prudence  and  her  wise  enformacion 
and  techinge.  [3061]  His  herf  gan  enclyne  to  ]>e  wille  of 
his  wif.  considerynge  her  trewe  entenf.  [3062]  Con- 
fenhed .  hym  anon  and  contened  fully  to  worchen  aftere  her 
counsaile  [3063]  and  )»onked  god  of  whome  procedef  al 
goodnesse  ]7af  hym  senf  a  IT  wif  of  so  grete 
discrecian  [3064]  And  whan  fe  day  come  faf  his  adu^- 
saries  shulJ  apperen*  in  his  presence  [3065]  he  speke 
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to  hem  ful  goodely  And  saide  in  ])is  wise .  [3066]  Al  be 
it*  800  Jat*  of  3ouie  pride  and  hegh  presumpcion  and  foly . 
and  of  ^oure  negligence  and  vnkonyng*  [3067]  je  han 
mysborn  jou.  'and  trespased  vnto  me  [3068]  ^it*  for  aa 
moche  as  I  See  and  byholde  joure  grete  humilite 
[3069]  and  ^af  je  bene  sory  and  repentaunte  of  ^oure  giltes . 
[3070]  It*  constreyne])  me  to  do  30U  grace ./  and  mercy 
[3071]  and  wherfore  I  receyue  50U  to  my  grace .  [3072]  And 
foi3eae  jou  vtterly  al  ^e  offences  Iniuries  and  wrongg^^ 
^t*  je  have  done  a^einst*  me  and  myne  [3073]  to  ]}b 
effecte  and  to  ])i8  eende  ]>af  god  of  his  endelees  mercye. 
[3074]  wil  af  ]>e  tyme  of  our  deyinge  forjeue  vs  our 
giltes  ^at*  we  han  trespased  vnto  hyni  in  ])is  wrecched 
world.  [3075]  ffor  douteleesjif  we  bene  sory  and  repentaunte 
of  ^e  synnes  and  giltes  in  pe  whicH  we  han  trespased  in  ^ 
6i3t*  of  oure  lorde  god .  [3076]  he  is  so  free  and  so  merci- 
able.  [3077]  Jaf  he  *wil  foi^eue  vs  oure  giltes  [3078] 
and  brynge  vs  to  ])e  blisse  ])af  neuere  hup  eende  .  Ame^  • 

%  Here  endej>  ohauoen  tale  of  melebye 
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And  here  hjgjnsief  fe  prologe  of  ye  Monke ./       SZ^&] 

Whan  ended  was  my  tale  of  Meleby 
And  of  Prudence  and  her  benygnyte  3080 

Our  hoost*  Baide  as  I  am  fei^ful  man 
And  by  J>e  corps  precious  Matrian 
I  had  leuer  ])an  a  barel  of  ale . 

That"  good  loue  my  wif  had  henJ  Jis  tale  3084 

ffor  she  nys  no  Jinge  of  such  'pacience 
As  was  filk  Melebies  Dame  Prudence 
By  goddes  bones  whan  I  bete  my  knaues 
She  bringej)  me  foij)  pe  grete  clubbed  staues  3088 

And  crieth  Sleo  ]>oo  dogges  euerychoft 
And  breke  of  hem  bo^  bak  and  boofi 
And  jif  Jat*  eny  neighbour  of  myne 

Wil  nat*  to  my  wif  in  church  endyne  3092 

Or  be  so  hardy  to  hure  do  trespas 
Whan  she  commef  boom  she  rampef  in  my  face 
And  criej)  fals  cowardf  kepe  and  wreko  fi  wifF 
By  goddes  bonys  I  wil  haue  J)i  knyfF  3096 

And  ^ow  shalf  haue  my  distaff  and  go  spynne 
firom  day  to  nyghf  pus  she  wil  bygynne 
Alias  she  sei]?  ]>af  euer  I  was  yshape 
To  wedde  a  Milksop  or  a  cowarcl  ap3  3100 

That*  wil  be  ouercome  wif  euery  wi^f 
Thow  darst*  not*  stonde  by  pi  wyues  ri3t* 
J)is  is  my  lif  but*  jif  )>at*  I  wil  fi3t« 

Out*  at*  pe  door  anoon  I  mot*  me  di^f  3104 

Or  ellys  I  am  lest*  but*  jif  fat*  I. 
Be  like  a  wilde  lyofl  fool  hardy . 
I  wote  wele  she  wil  do  me  sclee  som  day 
Somme  neighhoure  of  myne  and  fennes  renne  away    3108 
ffor  I  am  perilous  wif  knyf  in  honde 
Al  be  it*  I  dar  nat*  her  wifhstonde 
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ffoT  she  Ib  bigge  in  Aimes  be  my  faitll 

])at^  flhal  he  fynde  faV  hir  mysdo)!  or  a&ip  3112 

But*  hiif  ys  passe  away  fro  pis  matere 

My  lorde  fe  Monke  quod  he  be  inery  of  chiera  VmSut} 

ffor  ^e  shul  telle  a  tale  trewly 

Loo  Rouchestei'  slant*  here  fast*  by  3116 

Bide  for^  myn  owne  lord  breke  not*  joure  game 

£uf  by  my  trou)>e  I  knowe  nou^t*  joure  name 

Whedere  shal  I  calle  jou  my  lordf  dan  John 

Or  danne  Thomas  or  danfi  Albofi  3120 

Of  whaf  hous  be  ^e  by  joure  fader*  kyn 

It*  is  a  gentile  pasture  p&V  30  goon  In 

Thow  art*  not*  like  a  penannte  or  a  goost* 

Thus  to  ^e  Monke  seide  oure  oste  3124 

Vppon  my  faije  Jou  ai-t*  some  officere 

Som  wor]7i  Sexteyfi  or  som  selerere 

ffor  by  my  fadere  saule  as  to  my  dome 

Thow  art*  a  maistere  whan  ])ou  art*  at*  home  3128 

Ko  poor  cloistrere  ne  no  novise 

But*  gouemour  boj  vrily  and  wise 

And  ]»er-wi))-al  of  braune  and  of  bonys 

A  wel  farynge  persone  for  fe  nonys  3132 

I  pray  god  jeue  hym  confusiofl 

That*  ye  furst*  brou^f  to  Religion 

ffor  ]h>u  woldest*  haue  bene  a  tredefor])  ari^t* 

Haddesf  thoa  as  grete  leue  as  fon  hast  myjt*  3136 

To  performe  al  Jji  lusf  in  engendrure 

Thow  haddesf  ygete  mony  a  creature 

AUas  whi  werest*  )»ow  so  wide  a  cope 

God  jeue  sorowe  to  me  and  I  were  pope  3140 

Not*  oonly  Jk)u  but*  euery  myjty  man . 

Thouje  he  were  shore  brode  vpon  Je  pan . 

Shuld  haue  a  wiff  for  al  J>e  world  is  lorfi 

Religion  ha]>  take  vp  al  ])e  com  3144 

Of  tredyng  1  and  we  burile  men  ben  but*  slirympes . 

Of  feble  kees  per  commen  symple  ympes . 
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This  make])  f&V  oure  heires  bene  so  sclenderf 

And  feble  fB,V  pei  may  nof  wel  engendera  3148 

This  make])  ])at*  our  w^'ues  wil  assay 

Eelygious  folk*  for  ])ei  may  betters  paye 

Of  Venes  payment*  fan  may  we 

€rod  woot*  no  lasshebourues  pay  30         [iMfMT.bwk]       3152 

Be  naf  yrrope  my  lorde  J^ou^e  I  play 

ffor  ofte  in  game  a  soj^e  I  haue  herd  say 

This  worf  i  monke  toke  aH  in  pacience 

And  saide  I  wil  doon  al  my  diligence  3156 

As  fer  as  sowncth  unto  honeste 

To  telle  30U  a  tale  or  two  or  ])re 

And  3if  ])e  list*  to  herken  hiderwarde 

I  wil  30U  say  fe  lif  of  seint*  Edwarc)  3160 

Or  elles  furst  tregedies  wil  I  30U  telle 

Of  which  I  haue  an  hundred  in  my  Sella 

Tregedie  is  forto  seyn  a  certeyn  stone 

As  olde  bookes  make  vs  memorie  3164 

Of  hem  ])af  stood  in  grete  prosparite 

And  is  falle  out*  of  hie  degree 

Into  Miserye  and  endej)  wrechedly 

And  fei  bene  versefied  comonly  3168 

Of  sex  fete  of  which  men  callen  exametron 

In  proose  eke  bene  endited  mony  ofl 

In  metere  eke  and  in  sondry  wise 

loo  ])is  daring*  au3t*  ynow  suffise  3172 

Now  herkenej)  3if  30U  like  to  here 

But*  furst*  I  30U  biseche  in  f  is  manore 

J>ou3e  I  be  ordred  tel  not  fise  piagges 

Be  it*  of  Popes  Emperours  or  kyngge*  3176 

After  her  Age  as  men  may  >\Titen  fynde 

But*  telle  hem  som  byfore  and  some  behynde 

As  it  commef  nowe  in  my  remembrau??ce 

Haue  me  excused  of  myn  ignorau??ce  3180 

IT  Here  hjgjtmep  pe  prologe  of  pe  monke 
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[No  breaks  between  the  stanzas  in  the  MS,  except  far 
the  red  headings,"] 

And  here  bygynne))  \t  monkes  tale  [a»  ie<tfui,  t^uk^ 

Iwol  by-waile  in  ma[ne]re  of  tregedie  IT  \>t  tale 

^e  harme  of  hem  ^at^  stonden  in  hie  degrio 
And  fallen  so  ]>at*  ]}er  nys  no  remedye 
To  bringe  hem  out*  of  her  aduersite  3184 

ffor  certeynly  whan  fortune  list  to  flee 
])er  may  no  man  of  hii'  ]}e  cours  wi]}holde 
Lat*  no  man  trest*  on  blynde  prosperite 
Be^  ware  of  ])i8e  ensamplos  trewe  and  olde    \\<nttis\     3188 

Air  Prime  de  Lncifero  f 
f  lucifere  Jiouje  he  an  aimgel  were 
And  naf  a  man .  but*  at*  h}Tu  I  wil  bygynne 
ffbr  Jiouje  fortune  may  noon  aungol  dere 
ffroo  high  degre  ])er  felle  ho  for  hys  synne  3192 

Downe  into  helle  wwere  he  ^it*  is  Inne 
O  lucifer  bri^tesf  of  aungels  alle 
Now  art*  ])ou  Sathanas  ]7af  maisf  nat  twynne 
Out*  of  myserie  in  which  ^at*  ])0u  art*  falle  3196 

LIT  De  Adam ./ 
00  Adam  in  )>e  feelde  of  Damyssene 
WiJ)  goddes  oune  fyngers  wroujf  was  he 
And  noujf  bygeten  of  mannes  sperme  vnclene 
And  wolf  al  Paradys  sauyng*  oon  tree  3200 

Had  neuere  worldly  man  so  hie  degre 
As  Adam  vnto  he  wy])  nyce  gouemafice 
Was  dryue  out*  of  his  high  prosperite 
To  laboure  and  to  helle  and  to  meschaflce  3204 
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LIT  De  Sampsone 
0  Sampson  )»af  was  annunciate 
By  J>e  Aiingel  longe  er  his  natiuite 
And  was  to  god  almy3ty  consecrate 
And  stoode  in  noblesse  while  ]7at  he  my^t  see  3208 

Was  neuer  such  a  no])er  as  was  he 
To  speke  of  stiengtfi,  and  Jerto  hardynesse 
Buf  to  his  wyues  tolde  he  his  secree 
Thouigh  which  he  sclouje  hym  self  for  wrecchednesse  3212 

IT  Sampson  ]7is  noble  and  myjty  champiofl 
WijK)ute  wepen  saaf  his  hondes  tway 
He  sclough  and  also  to-renf  pe  lyoii 
'Towarcl  his  weddyng*  walking*  by  fe  way  3216 

His  fals  wif  coude  hym  so  wel  plese  and  pray 
Til  she  his  counsaile  knewe  and  she  vntrewe 
To  his  foos  his  counsaile  gan  to  wrye 
And  hym  forsoke  and  toke  ano])er  newe  3220 

Thie  hundred  foxes  toke  Sampson  for  Ire 
And  alle  her  failes  he  to-gyder  bonde . 
And  Sette  ]7e  foxes  tailles  a  Hre  {jumtzis,  buk] 

•ffor  he  in  euery  taile  had  knytte  a  bronde  3224 

And  fei  brent*  al  Je  comes  of  fat*  londe 
And  al  her  oliuerus  an  vynes  eke 
A  thowsand  he  sclough  eke  wi]>  his  honde 
And  had  no  wepon  buf  an  asses  cheke  3228 

Whan  pei  were  sclayn  so  ^rested  hym  fat  he 
was  wel  nye  lorn  wherfor  he  gan  to  preye 
)rat*  god  wolde  of  his  peyne  haue  som  pite 
And  sende  hym  drynke  or  ellys  most*  he  deye  3232 

And  out  of  his  asses  cheke  ])at*  was  so  dreye 
Out*  of  a  wonge  toth  spronge  anon  a  welle 
Of  whiche  he  dronk*  ynouje  shortly  to  [     .    . 
; no  gap  in  the  MS.]  telle  3236 
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By  verray  force  at*  Algason  vpon  a  nyjt* 
Maugre  the  philistiens  of  faV  Cite 
Je  gatys  of  Jiat*  toune  he  haf  vp  pli3t* 
And  on  his  hak  carted  hem  ha])  he  3240 

Hie  vpon  an  hille  faf  men  my3f  See 
0  noble  ahnyjty  Sampson  leef  and  dere 
Haddesf  ])on  naf  to  wommen  told  pi  secre 
In  al  ])is  world  ne  had  ben  j)i  pere  3244 

This  Sampson  nei])er  Sither  dronk  ne  wyne 
Ke  on  his  hede  come  nei]}ere  rasoui^  ne  Shere 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS,] 

flfor  al  Je  strength  in  his  heres  were  3248 

And  fuUy  xx**  wynter  jeer  by  jere 

He  had  of  Israel  ]7e  gouemaunce . 

Bat*  he  shal  wepe  mony  a  tere 

ffor  wommen  men  bryngen  to  meschaunce  3252 

To  his  lemmon  his  Dalyaunce  he  told 
Thaf  in  his  hems  al  his  strengths  lay 
And  falsly  to  his  foomen  she  hj7)i  sold 
And  sclepinge  in  her  barme  vpon  a  day  3256 

She  made  to  clippe  or  shere  his  heer  away    ' 
And  made  his  foomen  aH  his  craft*  to  aspyen 
And  whan  pat*  fei  foofide  liym  in  pis  aray 
pei  bounde  hym  fast*  and  put*  out*  his  yen  3260 

But*  er  his  heer  was  yclipped  or  shaue 
Ther  was  no  boonde  wip  which  men  my3f  hym  bynde 
But*  now  he  is  in  prison  put*  in  a  kaue  \}e»tu92 

Where  as  pei  made  hym  at*  pe  querne  grynde  3264 

0  npble  Sampson  strengest*  of  mankynde 
0  whilom  luge  in  glorie  &  richesse 
Now  maist*  pow  wepe  wip  pine  eyen  blynde 
Sipens  pow  art*  from  wele  faile  into  wrecchednesse      3268 
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The  eende  of  J^ise  catyfs  was  as  I  shal  say 
His  ffoomen  made  a  feestf'  ypon  a  day 
Ancr  made  hym  as  her  foole  to-fom  hem  play 
And  J)is  was  [in]  a  temple  of  a  grete  aray  3272 

But*  af  ^  last*  he  made  a  foule  afray 
£for  he  two  postes  shoke  and  made  hem  falle 
And  downe  fiit  temple  and  al  fer  if  lay 
And  scloogh  hym  self  and  eke  his  foomen  alk  3276 

This  is  to  say  pe  princes  enerechofi 
And  eke  a  thowsand  bodyes  were  J^ere  sclayfi 
WiJ  falling*  of  J)e  grete  temple  of  stofi 
Of  Sampson  ne  wil  I  no  more  sayfl  3280 

Be  ware  of  fise  ensamples  olde  and  playn 
)»at*  no  man  telle  her  counsaile  to  her  wyves 
Of  suche  ])inge  as  fei  wolde  haue  secre  fayn 
3if  Jaf  if  touche  her  ly^nmes  or  hir  lyues .  3284 

OITDeEroule./ 
f  Ercule  this  souereyn  conquerour 
Syngen  his  werkes  lewde  and  high  reno2<n . 
ffor  in  his  tyme  of  strength  he  here  pe  flour 
He  slowe  and  raff  Je  skyn  fro  Je  lyown  3288 

He  of  Sentawres  laide  pe  boosf  a  do;/u 
He  Arpies  sclpWe  ]>e  cruel  briddes  felle 
He  golden  apples  byraff  f e  dragown 
He  drowe  ouf  Serbyrois  Je  hound  of  helle  3292 

He  sclowe  Je  cruel  tyrauiif  Buserus 
And  made  his  hors  to  frete  liym  flessh  and  boil 
He  sclough  fe  verrey  serpenf  veiiemous 
Of  Achiles  two  homes  breke  he  ofl  3296 

An  he  sclowgh  Cacus  in  a  kaue  of  stofl 
He  sclowgh  fe  geaunte  Anteus  fe  strong* 
He  sclowe  fe  gi'isly  boore  and  faf  anofl 
And  bare  \>q  hedo  vpon  his  nek*  longe      [i«af«».bMk]     3300 
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Was  neuer  -wijt*  si  Jen  fe  world  bygan 
])at*  sclowe  so  mony  monstres  as  did  he 
])org&-ouf  ]}is  wide  world  his  name  ran 
What*  for  his  strength  and  for  his  bonnte  3304 

And  euery  Eewme  went*  he  forto  See 
He  was  so  stronge  no  man  myjt*  hym  lette 
And  bo])  ]>e  worldes  ende  sai])  trophe 
In  stede  of  bondes  he  a  pilei'  sette  3308 

A  lemman  had  ]7is  noble  Campiofi 
That*  hight*  Dianyre  fressh  as  may 
And  as  pe  clerkes  maken  mencioii 

She  haf  hym  sent*  a  shert*  fressh  and  gay  3312' 

Alias  ])i8  ahert*  and  welaway 
Evenymed  was  subtilly  wif-all 
That*  ere  fat*  he  had  wered  it*  half  a  day 
If  made  his  bones  from  his  flesshe  falle  3316 

But*  na])eles  some  clerkes  her  excusen 
By  ooft  fat*  hight*  Nessus  fat*  it*  maked , 
Be  as  be  may  I  wil  her  not  accuson  • 
But*  on  his  bakke  fe  shert*  he  weres  al  naked  .  3320 

Til  fat*  his  flessh  was  for  f e  venyme  blaked 
And  whan  he  segh  noon  of  er  remedye 
In  bote  cooles  he  haf  hym-self  raked 
ffor  wif  no  venyme  deyned  he  to  dye  3324 

Thus  sterf  f  is  worf  i  myghty  ErcuLiS 
Lo  who  may  trust*  on  fortune  eny  throwe 
ffor  hym  fat*  folowef  al  f is  world  of  prees 
Er  he  be  ware  is  oft*  yleide  ful  lowe  3328 

fful  wise  is  he  fat*  hym  self  can  knowe 
Bef  ware  for  whan  fat*  fortune  lest*  to  glose 
pSLU  waitef  she  her  man  doun  to  throwe 
By  suchc  a  way  as  he  wold  leest*  suppose  3332 
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TIT  De  rege  Nabugodonosor.  / 
he  my^ty  trone  fe  precious  tresour 
The  glorious  sceptre  and  real  mageste 
])at*  had  ^e  kynge  Nabugodonosor 

"VViJi  tunge  vnne])  may  /  discrived  be  3336 

He  twyes  nam  lerusalem  ]ye  Cite  Dmf  tfto] 

The  Vessel!  of  Je  temple  he  wif  hym  lad 
Af  Babiloyne  was  his  souereyn  See 
In  which  his  glorie  and  his  delit*  he  had .  3340 

The  fairesf  children  of  pe  blood  Royal 
Of  lerusalem.  he  ded  do  gilde  anonon 
And  maked  eche  of  hem  to  bene  hia  cherle 
Amon[ge]  aH  oj)er  Danyel  was  oon  3344 

J)at«  was  fe  wysesf  childe  of  eueiychofi 
Ifor  he  ])e  dremes  of  ]ie  kynge  expowned 
Wher  as  in  Caldey  clerk'  was  per  noon 
J>at*  wist*  to  what*  fyne  his  dremes  sowned  3318 

This  prowde  kynge  lete  make  a  stature  of  gold 
Sixty  cubites  longe  and  Seuen  in  brede 
To  whiche  ymage  bof  jonge  and  olde 
Comaunded  be  to  loute  and  haue  in  drcde  3352 

Or  in  a  foniays  ful  of  flawmes  rede . 
He  shal  be  brenf  fat*  woldf  nat*  obeye 
Buf  neuere  woldl  assent*  vnto  fat*  dede 
Daiiyol  ne  his  3onge  felawes  iweye  3356 

This  kynge  of  kynggcs  prowde  was  and  elate 
He  wende  god  fat*  sitte  in  maieste 
Xe  myght  hym  nat*  byreue  of  his  estate 
Buf  sodeynly  he  lost*  hia  dignyte  3360 

And  like  a  beest*  hy/n  semed  forto  be 
And  ete  hay  as  an  oxe  and  lay  fcwuf 
In  reyne  wif  wildo  boestes  walked  he 
Til  a  certeyn  tyme  was  come  aboute  3364 
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And  like  an  Egles  fetlieres  was  his  heeres 
His  nailes  like  Lriddes  clawes  were 
[Til]  God  releued  liym  a  certeyn  jeres 
And  jaf  hym  witte  and  ])an  vrip  mony  a  tere  3368 

He  })onked  god  and  euere  his  lyf  in  fere 
was  he  to  doon  amys  in  more  trespas 
And  or  fat  tyme  ylaide  was  on  his  here 
He  knewe  wel  ])at  god  was  fal  of  myjf  and  grace       3372 

De  Baltasar  dtett  B^gis  Habngodonosor  fllio . 

His  sofie  which  ^at*  hijf  Baltazar 
That*  heelde  ye  regne  aftere  his  faders  day  DMftso,back] 

He  hy  his  fadere  cou^e  nof  be  war 

ffor  proude  ho  was  of  herf  and  of  aray  3376 

And  eke  an  ydolater  was  he  ay 
His  high  astate  assured  Iiy;/(  in  pride 
But*  fortune  casf  hjm  douue  and  f er  he  lay 
And  sodeynly  his  regne  gau  devide  3380 

A  feest*  he  made  vnto  his  lordes  oWe 
Vppon  a  tyme  and  made  hem  bli)?e  be 
And  ^an  his  officers  can  he  calle 

Goof  bryngeji  forf  pe  vessels  quod  he  3384 

Which  fat*  my  fader  in  liis  prosperite 
Ouf  of  fe  temple  of  leru^alem  byraff 
And  to  oure  heghf!  goddes  fonke  wee 
Of  honur*  faf  our  eldei-s  wif  vs  laff  8388 

His  wif  his  lordes  and  liis  concubynes 
Ay  dronken  fe  whiles  her  appetite  last* 
Oaf  of  fise  noble  vessels  sondry  wynea 
And  on  a  wal  fis  kyng*  his  eyen  casf  3392 

And  sawe  an  honde  armelees  fat*  wrote  ful  fast 
ffor  fere  of  which  he  quoke  and  sighed  sore 
This  honde  faf  baltazar  made  so  soor  agasf 
Wrote  mane  techel  phares  and  no  more  3396 
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In  al  ])at*  londe  Magytien  was  ]>6r  noon 
})at<  cou])e  expoune  what*  pis  letiie  ment* 
But*  Danyel  expouned  it*  anoon 

And  saide  king*  god  ])i  fader  sent*  3400 

Glorie  and  honoui'  Regne  tresour  and  rent* 
And  lie  was  proude  and  god  no  fing*  dradde 
And  ferfore  god  grete  wretfi  vpon  hym  Sent 
And  hym  by-iuft*  pe  regne  fat*  he  hadde  3404 

He  was  out*  cast*  of  ma/^nys  co7/^panye 
Wi])  asses  was  his  habitacion 
And  ete  hay  as  a  beest*  in  wete  and  drye 
Til  fat*  he  knewe  by  grace  arid  by  resofl  3408 

That*  god  of  heuene  haf  domynacian 
Ouer  euery  regne  and  euery  creature 
And  fan  had  god  of  hym  compassiofl 
And  hym  restored  his  regne  and  his  figure       Li^f  ssi]  3413 

Eke  fou  fat*  art*  his  sone  art*  proude  also 
And  knowest*  aH  f ise  fingges  prively 
And  art*  rebel  to  god  and  art*  his  foo 
Thow  drank*  eke  of  his  vessels  boldly  3416 

Thi  wif  eke  and  fi  wenches  synfully 
Drank*  of  fe  same  vessels  sondry  wynes 
And  heried  fals  goddys  cursedly 
periore  to  fe  shapen  grete  peyn  es  3420 

This  hand  was  sent*  fro  god  fat*  on  f e  waH 
wrote  mane  techel  phares  tresf  me 
Thy  regne  is  done  f  ou  waiest*  not*  at  aH 
Devided  is  fi  regne  and  it*  shal  be  3424 

To  Modes  and  to  parses  jeuen  quod  he 
And  f  ilk*  same  nyjt*  f  e  kyng*  was  sclawe 
And  Darius  occupief  his  degre 
They  he  f  erto  nad  neif  er  ri3t*  ne  lawe  3428 
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Lordynggdtf  her-by  ensamples  mowe  je  take 
How  ]»af  in  lordship  is  no  sikemesse 
ffor  whan  fortune  wil  a  man  forsake 
He  bere^  away  his  regno  and  his  richesse  3432 

And  eke  his  frendes  bo^  more  and  lesse 
And  whaf  man  hap  frendes  Jjorowe  fortune 
Mishappe  wil  make  hem  enemyes  I  gesse 
This  prouerbe  b  fal  Bofe  and  ful  commune  3436 


C: 


ITDeCenobiaf/ 


'Enobia  of  Palamere  ^e  quene 
As  writen  P^rsiens  of  her  noblesse 
So  woTpi  was  in  Armes  and  so  kene 
|>af  no  wijf  passed  hure  in  hardynesse  3440 

"Ne  in  lynage  ne  in  o])er  gentilnesse 
Of  fe  kpigges  blood  of  percy  is  she  descended . 
I  say  ]»af  she  nad  not*  moost*  fairenesse 
Buf  of  hure  Shap  she  my^f  nof  be  amended  3444 

Fro  childhode  I  fynde  ]7af  she  fledde 
Office  of  wommen  and  into  woode  she  wenf 
And  Mony  a  wilde  hertes  blode  she  shedde 
wij)  arowes  brode  fat*  she  to  hym  sent*  3448 

She  was  so  swift  fat*  she  anoon  hem  hent*  pea/ isi,  buck] 

And  whan  fat  she  was  elder  she  woldf  kills 
Lyofis .  lybardes  and  beres  alto-renf 
And  in  hure  armes  weelde  hem  at<  her  wille  3452 

She  durst*  wilde  beestes  dennes  seke 
And  renne  in  fe  mountayn  al  fe  nyghf 
And  sclepe  vndere  a  huaat.  she  coude  eke 
"Wrastelen  by  verray  force  and  myght*  3456 

"Wif  eny  yong*  man  were  he  neuer  so  wijt^ 
Ther  myght*  no  f  inge  in  her  Armes  stonde 
She  kepte  her  maidenhode  from  euery  wijt* 
To  no  man  deyned  hure  to  be  bonde  3460 
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But  af  fe  latft*  her  fiendes  han  hme  maried 
To  Odonak  a  prince  of  ^af  Cite 
Al  were  if  so  ]iaf  she  hem  longe  taried 
And  30  shal  vnderstonde  how  ])at*  he  3464 

Ha]i  suchd  fantasies  as  had  she 
Baf  na})elees  whan  J^ei  were  knyt*  in  fere 
yei  lyneden  in  loie  and  in  felicite 
for  eche  of  hem  had  ofer  leef  and  dere  3468 

Sauf  oon  J)inge  that  30  nolde  neuere  assent* 
By  no  way  fat*  he  shuldc  hy  hire  lye 
But*  onys  for  if  was  her  pleyn  entenf 
To  haue  a  childe  }ye  world  to  maltiplie  3472 

And  also  sone  as  she  my3f  aspie . 
Thaf  she  was  nou^f  wij>  child  yfiih  J»f  dede 
fan  wil  she  suf&e  hym  doon  his  fantasie 
Eftsone  and  nof  huf  onys  ouf  of  drede  3476 

And  jif  she  were  vnp  childo  af  pilke  casf 
No  more  shulde  he  playe  Jilke  game 
Till  xl*?  daies  were  pasf 

Than  wolde  she  onys  suffre  hym  doo  J>e  same  3480 

Al  were  this  Odenake  wilde  or  tame 
He  gate  no  more  of  hure.  for  J)iis  she  saide 
If  was  to  wynes  lechery  an  shame 
In  o^er  caas  if  ^af  men  wi^  hem  plaide  3484 

Twoo  sones  by  Jiis  odynak  had  She 
The  whiche  she  kepte  in  vertue  and  in  letture 
Buf  nowe  vnto  oure  tale  tume  wee  n«af  »t] 

I  say  faf  worshipful  creature  3488 

And  wise  ))er-wi)>  and  large  with  mesure 
So  penyble  in  fo  werre  and  curteyse  eke 
No  more  labour  myjf  in  werre  endure 
was  noon  Jjou^e  in  al  )^is  world  men  shuld  seke  3492 
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'    Hire  Riche  aray  myjf  not*  be  tolde 

As  wel  in  vessel  as  in  clo)>inge 

She  was  al  clad  in  perry  and  in  gold 

And  eke  she  laft*  not*  for  noon  himtynge  3496 

To  haue  of  sondry  tungges  folk*  knowing* 

whan  ^at*  she  leisere  had  and  foito  entende 

To  leme  hookes  was  al  hure  likynge 

Bow  she  in  vertue  myjt«  her  lyf  dispende  3500 

And  shortely  of  ^is  storie  forto  entrete 
So  dughty  was  her  husbonde  as  she 
That*  |>ei  conquered  mony  regnes  grete 
Jn  ^e  Orient*  wi|i  mony  a  fiEdre  Cite  3504 

Appertenenf  vnto  pQ  mageste 
Of  Borne  and  wi]y  stronge  hond  helde  hem  &st^ 
Ne  neuer  my^t*  her  foomen  doon  hem  flee 
•Ay  whiles  ^at*  Odenake  dayes  last*  3508 

Her  batailles  who  so  lest*  hem  forto  rede 
Ageyn  sopere  J^e  kyng*  and  ofer  moo 
And  howe  ^at*  i^  ]»  prooesse  felle  in  dede 
whi  she  conquered  and  what*  titel  had  ferto,  3512 

And  after  of  her  mescheef  and  of  her  woo 
Howe  ]Mtf  she  was  byseged  and  Itake 
Lat^  hym  vnto  my  maister  Pettarke  goo . 
I^t*  writte  Inowe  of  ^is  I  yndertake.  3516 

Whan  Odenak*  was  dede  she  my^tily 
^e  Begnes  heelde  and  wi)>  hur  propre  honde 
Ajeinsf  her  foos  she  fau^t*  trewly 

^at*  per  nas  kyng  no  prince  in  al  pai  londe  3520 

]yaf  he  nas  glad  ^if  he  ])at*  grace  fonde 
J^at  she  ne  wolde  vpon  his  lond  werreye 
wij?  hire  ^ei  made  alliance  by  bonde 
To  bene  in  pees  and  lat*  hure  ride  and  pleye  /  3524 
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The  Emperour  of  Rome  Claudias  [iMf  tBC,iMcki 

Ne  hym  byfom  ^o  Romayne  galiene 
Ke  durst*  neuer  be  so  coragius 

"N^  noon  ennyne  ne  noon  Egipciene  3528 

Ne  Soiiyene  ne  noon  Aiabiene 
WijHin  J^  feelde  ])at«  dutst*  vnp  hire  £3^ 
Lest*  ^f  she  wolde  wi^  hur^  hondes  hym  scleen 
Or  wi^  her  mayne  putten  hem  to  flijf  3532 

In  kyngges  habite  wenf  her  sonys  twoo 
As  heires  of  her  regnes  atte 
And  hermanno  and  Tymalao 

Her  names  were  as  pereiens  hem  calle  3536 

But*  ay  fortune  ha)»  in  her  hony  galle 
This  my^ty.  qwene  may  nof  longe  endure 
ffortune  ouf  of  her  xegne  made  her  falle 
To  "^recchednesse  and  to  mysauenture  3540 

Aurelion  whan  |)af  pe  gouemaunce 
Of  Rome  come  into  his  hondes  tweye 
He  shope  ypon  ^is  queue  to  do  Tengeau7ice 
And  wi^  his  legyons  he  toke  his  waye  3544 

Towait)  Cenoby  and  shortly  forto  seye 
He  made  hur  flee  and  at*  J^e  last*  her  bent* 
And  fettred  hxae  and  eke  her  children  tweye 
And  wan  ^e  londe  and  home  to  Rome  is  went*  3548 

Amonge  ^ise  o^er  ^ingges  )>at*  he  wan 
her  chare  ^at*  wrou3t*  was  -with  gold  and  perre 
This  greto  Romayn  ^is  Aurelian. 

ha^  wi^  hym  lad  for  ^af  men  shidd  see  3553 

Byfom  hys  trihumphe  walke])  she 
Wif  Gilf  cheynes  in  her  nek*  hongynge 
Corowned  she  was  as  after  her  degre 
And  ful  of  Perry  charged  her  cloj^inge  3556 
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Alias  fortune  she  ^at*  whilom  was 
Dreedful  to  kyngges  and  to  emp^rours 
Now  gaure^  alle  ^e  puple  on  hir  alias 
And  she  ^af  helmed  was  in  stronge  stoures  3560 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS,"] 

Shal  on  her  hede  here  a  Vitremyte 

And  she  J>af  bare  J>e  sceptre  ful  of  floures 

Shal  bye  a  dystaf  her  coste  forto  quite       n*af  va]        3564 

[Peter  the  Grudy  of  Spain,'] 

0  noble  o  worf  i  peter  glory  of  Spayn 
Whoom  fortune  helde  so  hi^e  in  maieste 
Wei  ou^t*  men  J^i  pitous  dee])  complaya 
Thi  bastan)  broker  made  ])e  to  flee  3568 

And  aftere  af  a  siege  by  subtilte 
Thowe  were  bytraied  and  lad  to  his  tent* 
Wher  as  he  wi^  his  owne  honde  sclogh  ])e 
Succeedynge  in  J>i  regne  and  in  J>i  renf  '  3572 

The  felde  of  snowe  wij>  J>e  Egle  blak«  )«r-Iune  ^^^  *'* 
Caught*  wi])  )w  lyme  rodde  colours  as  ^  glede 
He  brewe  )>is  cursednesse  and  al  ])e  synne 
^e  wicked  nest*  was  worker  of  ])is  nede .  3576 

Noujf  charles  Olyfere  faf  ay  toke  good  hede 
Of  trouJ>e  of  honure  but*  Armorekke  ir2SE.il^'"'*' 

Genilofl  Olyuer  conipte  for  nede 
Broujtesf  ^is  woT])i  king*  in  suche  brekke  3580 

[Peter  of  Ci^prvs.] 

IT  worfi  Petre  kynge  of  Cipre  alsoo« 
That*  Alisaunder  wan  by  high  maistrie 
flful  mony  a  he)>en  wroujtesf  J>ou  for  woo .     . 
Of  which  Jjine  owne  leeges  had  enuye  3584 

And  for  no  fing*  but*  for  f i  chyualrie 
They  in  f i  bed  han  sclayn  fe  by  J>e  morue 
Thus  gan  fortune  goueme  and  gie 
And  out*  of  loie  bringe  into  sorowe  3588 
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[Bemabo  Visconii,  of  Milan,] 

Of  Melane  grete  Barnabo  Yiscounte 
God  of  delite  and  scouige  of  lumbardie 
Whi  shuld  not*  I  pi  fortune  aconnte 
SiJ)  in  estaaf  ^u  clomben  were  so  hie  3592 

Thy  bro]yer  sone  ]>at*  was  )>i  double  alie 
ffor  he  J)i  Neuewe  was  and  sone  in  lawe 
Wi])-in  his  prison  made  fe  to  die 
Buf  whi  ne  howe  wote  I  ^at*  pow  weie  sclawe  3596 

[Ugolino,  Count  of  Pisa,] 

Of  the  Erie  Hugelyne  of  pise  ^e  languour 
Ther  may  no  tunge  telle  for  pite 
But*  litel  out*  of  Pise  stanf  a  toui^ 

In  whiche  towre  in  prison  put*  was  he  3600 

And  wi^  hym  bene  his  litel  children  ^re 
f  e  eldest*  scarcely  .v.  jere  was  of  age  [U«f  sss,  back] 

Alias  fortune  it*  was  gret«  crueltee 
Such  briddes  forto  putte  into  a  cage  3604 

IT  Dampned  he  was  to  dye  in  ^at*  prisofi 
ffor  Boger  which  ^at*  bisshop  was  of  pise 
Had  on  hym  made  a  fals  suggestion 
.Thorgh  which  J>e  puple  gan  on  hym  arise  3608 

And  putten  him  in  prison  in  such  a  wise 
As  je  hail  herd  and  mete  and  drinke  he  had. 
So  smal  )>at*  ynnejies  it  may  suffise 
And  perwipsl  it*  was  fill  poor  and  bad  3612 

In  a  day  byfelle  ))af  in  ^at*  houre 
Whan  )»af  his  [mete]  was  wonte  to  be  wroujf 
^e  Gailoui'  shette  ]>e  doores  of  )>e  tour^ 
He  herde  if  wel  buf  he  seegh  it  nou^f  3616 

And  in  his  herf  anoon  per  felle  a  )>ou3f 
Jjaf  ^ei  for  hundei*  wolde  done  hyw  dyen 
Alias  quod  he  alias  )>af  I  was  wrou3f 
fer-wif  fe  teeres  felle  from  his  eyen .  3620 
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His  ^onge  sones  ]>re  pei  were  of  age 
Vnto  hym  seide  £EuleTe  whi  do  ^e  wepe 
whan  wil  pe  Gailoure  brynge  our  potage. 
Is  f er  no  morsel  brede  J>at!*  [ye]  doo  kepe  3624 

I  am  so  hungry  fat*  I  may  nat*  sclepe 
Nowe  wolde  god  f  af  I  myjf  sclepen  euere 
fan  shnid  noon  hungre  in  myn  herte  crepe 
fer  nys  no  finge  sauf  brede  faf  me  were  leuere  3628 

Thus  day  by  day  f  is  childe  gan  to  crie 
Til  in  his  faders  barme  adouno  it  lay 
And  saide  fare  wel  fadere  I  mote  dye 
And  kissed  his  fadere  and  dyed  )>e  same  day  3632 

And  whan  f e  woofnl  fadere  did  hym  say 
ffor  woo  his  armes  two  he  gan  to  bite 
And  saide  alias  fortune  and  welaway 
Thy  fals  whele  my  woo  I  may  al  wite  3636 

His  childer  [wende]  J>at*  hit*  for  hunger  was 
fat*  he  his  armes  gnowe  and  nou^t*  for  woo . 
f  ei  seiden  fadere  do  not*  so  alias 

But*  raf  er  ete  f  e  flessh  vpon  vs  twoo  .        [\^r  2B4]         3640 
Our  flesshe  f  ou  jaf  vs  take  our  flessh  vs  froo 
And  ete  ynou^e  iijt*  fus  to  hy7/i  fei  saide 
And  after  faf  wif-Inne  a  day  or  twoo 
Jjei  leide  hem  doune  in  his  lappe  and  dayde  3644 

Hym  self  dispeirede  eke  and  for  hu[n]ger  starf* 
Thus  ended  is  fe  myjty  erle  of  pise 
ffor  highe  astate  fortune  fro  hym  carf 
Of  his  tregetrie  if  oujte  ynou3e  suffise  3648 

Who  so  wil  here  if  in  a  lenger  wise 
Redef  fe  grote  poete  of  ytaile 
f  af  hijtc  Daunte,  for  he  can  if  devu^e 
f&om  poynf  to  poynte  for  no  fing*  wil  he  faile.  3652 
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IT  De  nerone  Imp^atore . 

L.I  ]>oa}e  J>af  Nero  were  as  vicious 
As  enj  feende  ])af  lieth  ful  lowe  adoune 
3it*  he  as  telle))  vs  swetheneus 

This  wide  world  had  in  subiecciofi  3656 

Both  eesf  and  wesf  and  Septemptriofl 
Of  Babies  Saphires  and  peerles  white 
Were  al  his  [clofes]  browd[ed]  vp  and  doune 
ffor  he  [in]  gemmes  grete  gan  delite  3660 

More  delicate  more  pompous  of  araye 
More  proude  was  neuere  Emperour  )>an  he 
fSkV  mke  cloye  y&V  he  had  wered  a  day 
Afteie  ^at*  tyme  he  nolde  it<  neuer  see  3664 

Nettes  of  gold  threde  had  he  grete  plente 
To  fisshen  in  Tibre  whan  hyw  lisf  to  pleye 
His  iustes  [were]  as  lawe  in  his  degre 
ffor  fortune  as  his  frende  wold  hym  obeye  3668 

He  Rome  brenf  for  his  delicasie 
The  Senatoures  he  sclou^e  vpon  a  day 
To  here  howe  fat*  men  wolde  wepe  and  crie 
And  sclouje  his  broJ>er  and  by  his  sustere  [lay]  3672 

His  modere  made  he  in  pitous  aray 
ffor  he  her  wombe  sclitte  to  byholdf 
wher  he  conceyued  was  so  welaway 
That*  he  so  litel  of  his  moder  tolde.  3676 

Vo  teer  out*  of  his  eyen  for  )>af  sijf  [inf  is*,  iiMk] 

Ke  came  but*  saide  a  faire  womman  was  she 
Grete  wondere  is  fat*  he  cowde  or  my^f 
Be  Domes  man  of  her  dede  bewte .  3680 

The  wyne  to  brynge  comaunded  he 
And  dronke  anoon  noon  o^er  woo  he  made 
Whan  myjt*  is  loyned  vnto  cruelte 
Alas  to  dope  wil  J>e  venyme  wade  3684 
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In  jouthe  a  maister  had  fiB  emperour 
To  teche  hym  letture  and  curtesye 
ffor  of  moralitti  he  was  )k)  flonre 

As  in  his  tyme  but*  3if  bokes  lye  3688 

And  whiles  his  maistei'  had  of  hym  maisirie 
He  made  hym  so  conynge  and  so  souple 
That*  longe  tyme  if  was  or  tyrannye 
Or  eny  vice  in  hym  durst*  vncouple  3692 

This  Seneca  of  which  [that]  I  devise 
By  cause  Nero  had  of  hym  such  drede 
ffor  he  for  vices  wold  hy??i  chastise 

Discretely  as  by  worde  and  naf  by  dede  3696 

Sir0  wolde  he  sayne  an  Emperour  mof  nede 
Be  vertuous  and  hate  tyrannye 

ffor  which  he  hym  in  bathe  made  to  blede  | 

On  booj  his  Armes  til  he  most*  dye  3700  j 

This  Nero  had  eke  of  a  custumance 
In  }ou]>e  ajeinsf  his  maistei^  forto  rise 
Which  afterward  hym  ]>0tt3f  a  grete  greuance 
Therfore  he  made  hym  dye  in  J)i8  wise  3704 

Buf  nathelees  ))is  Senec<  pe  wise 
Chees  in  a  bathe  to  dye  in  pis  manere 
Ila)>er  ^an  ban  a  no^er  toTmentri[s]e 
And  ^us  ha)»  Nero  sclayn  his  maister  dere  3708 

Now  felle  it*  so  )>af  fortune  lest*  no  lengei* 
^e  highe  Pride  of  Nero  to  cherice 
ffor  ^u^e  he  were  stronge  jit*  was  she  strengei* 
She  ^u^ttf  j)us  by  god  I  am  to  nyce  3712 

To  sette  a  man  ^af  is  fulfilc)  in  vice 
In  heghe  degre  and  Emperour  hym  calle . 
By  god  out*  of  his  sete  I  wil  him  trice .  [leitf  «m] 

whan  he  leesf  wone)>  sonnesf  shal  he  falle .  3716 
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The  puple  rocs  vp  on  hym  on  a  ny^f 
Got  bis  defaute  and  whan  he  it*  aspied . 
Out*  of  his  dooies  anoon  he  h&p  hym  di^t^ 
AUone  and  pet  he  wende  haue  bene  alied .  3720 

He  knokked  fast*  and  ay  pQ  more  he  cried 
The  faster  schitten  pei  pe  doores  alle 
JX)  wisf  he  wel  he  had  hym  self  mysgied. 
And  went*  his  way  no  lenger  dorst*  he  calle  3724 

The  puple  cried  and  rombled  vp  and  do?/n 
That*  wif  his  eeres  herde  he  what*  J>ei  seide 
Where  is  pis  fals  traitour  p\a  Nerot/n 
flfor  fere  almost*  out*  of  his  witte  he  breide  3728 

And  to  his  goddes  pitously  he  seide 
ffor  socoure  but*  it*  my3f  nat*  be-tyde 
ifor  drede  of  ^is  him  ^ou3t*  )>at*  he  dyde 
And  ranne  into  a  gardeyne  hy;^  to  hyde  3732 

And  in  pis  gardyne  fonde  he  cherles  tweye 
That*  sitten  by  a  fuyre  ftil  gret  and  rede 
And  to  J>e  cherles  twey  he  gan  to  preie 
To  scleen  hym  and  to  girden  of  his  hede  3736 

That*  to  his  body  whan  Jaf  he  were  dede 
Were  no  despite  ydon  for  his  di£famo 
Hym  self  he  sclow^e  he  coude  no  hetier  rede 
Of  which  fortune  lougH  and  made  a  game  3740 

[Holnfernes.] 

Was  neuere  Captayne  vndcr  a  kinge      IT  De  Olyferno./ 
])af  regne^  more  putte  in  subiectiotm 
Ne  strenger  was  in  feelde  of  al  finge 
As  in  his  tyme  ne  gretter  of  renoun  3744 

Ne  more  pompous  in  high  presumpciovn 
Than  olyfeme  whictl  that  fortune  ay  kest* 
So  lycorously  and  lad  hym  vp  and  down 
Til  fat*  his  hede  was  of  er  J>at  he  wist*  3748 
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Not*  oonly  y&i?  this  world  ha^  of  hym  awe 

ifur  lesinge  of  Bichesse  and  of  liberte 

But*  he  made  euery  man  renaye  Lis  lawe 

Nabugodonosor  was  loidf  saide  he .  3752 

Noon  oJ)er  god  shxdde  honoured  be  [iMf  iss,  bade] 

Ajeinsf  his  heesf  no  wi3f  dar  trespace 

Saue  in  Betulia  a  stronge  Cite 

^Vhe^  Eliachym  a  preesf  was  of  J><(t*  place  3756 

But*  take  kepe  of  j>e  dcth  of  Olyferue 
Amydde  j>e  hooste  he  dronke  lay  al  ny3t* 
Wif-lnne  his  tente  large  as  is  a  beeme 
And  3it<  for  al  his  pompe  and  al  his  my^f  3760 

ludith  a  womman  as  he  lay  vprijt* . 
Hclepinge  his  hede  of  smote  and  fro  his  tout* 
fful  privcly  she  stale  from  euery  wi3t* 
[ no  rjap  in  the  MiS.]  3764 

[Antiochuif.^ 

What«  nedej)  it*  of  kyuge  Aiitiacluis  IT  De  Antiooho  ^.ge 
To  telle  his  high  and  Kyal  maieste 
His  hie  pride  his  werke  venymus 

ifor  suche  anoj^er  was  neuer  noon  as  he  3768 

Rede])  which  ^at<  he  was  in  machabe 
And  rede^  ])e  proude  wordes  ])at*  ho  seide 
And  whi  he  felle  fro  his  p?-ospe?-ite 
And  in  an  halle  how  wrechedly  he  deide  3772 

Fortune  hym  had  enhaun-sed  -so  in  pride 
That*  verrely  he  wende  he  niy3t*  atteyne 
Vnto  f  e  sterres  vppon  euery  side 

And  in  a  balaunce  to  wey  j)e  mounteyne  3776 

And  alle  ^e  floodes  of  the  See  Restreyne 
And  goddes  puple  had  he  most*  in  hate 
Hem  wolde  he  sclee  in  torment*  and  [in]  peyn 
wenynge  fat*  god  ne  myjt*  his  pride  abate  3780 
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And  for  ^af  Kichamour  and  thymothe 
wij)  Iwes  were  venquysshed  myjtely 
Ynto  J)e  Iwes  buc&  an  hate  had  he 

That*  he  bad  gra)>ed  his  chare  ful  hastifly  3784 

And  swore  and  saide  ful  dispitously 
Vnto  lerw^alem  he  wolde  eftsone 
To  wreke  his  Ire  on  if  ful  cruelly 
But<  of  his  purpos  he  was  lette  ful  sone  3788 

Ck>d  of  his  manace  hym  so  sore  smote 
Wif  vnvysible  wounde  ay  vncurable 
That*  in  his  guttes  carf  soo  and  bote 
That*  his  peynes  were  importable  patf  S86]  3792 

And  certeinly  ^e  wrecti  was  resonable 
ffor  many  mannys  guttes  did  he  peyne 
But*  fro  his  p«/rpoo8  cursed  and  dampneable 
ffor  al  his  smerte  he  nolde  hym  restreyne  3796 

But*  bad  anoon  apparaile  his  Ooste 

And  sodeynly  er  he  was  of  if  ware 

God  daunted  al  his  pride  and  al  his  boosf 

ffor  he  so  sore  felle  ouf  of  his  chare  3800 

Thaf  hurte  his  lymmes  and  his  skyn  to-tare 

Soo  J>af  he  ne  my^f  goo  ne  ride 

Buf  in  a  chaier  men  about  hym  bare 

Al  for-brused  bo>  bak*  and  side  3804 


'  The  wreth  of  god  hy  w  smote  so  cruelly 

Thaf  in  his  body  wikked  wormes  crepte 
\  And  per  wif  al  he  stonke  so  horryblye 

•  Thaf  noon  of  alle  his  mayne  j>af  hyw  kepte  3808 

whedere  J>af  he  woke  or  ellis  sclepte 
ii-  Ne  myghf  nof  f  e  stynk*  of  hym  endure 

\  In  )>is  meschief  he  wailled  and  eke  wepte . 

I  And  knewe  god  lorde  of  eueiy  creature  3812 
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To  alle  his  hooste  and  to  hjm  self  also 
fful  wlatsom  was  fe  stink*  of  his  cai-e)  ua 
Ko  man  myjf  hym  here  to  ne  froo . 
And  in  liis  stynk*  and  in  his  horrible  peyne  3816 

He  starfe  ful  wrechedly  in  a  mounteyne 
Thus  ha]y  ^is  robbour  and  homycide 
That*  mony  a  man  made  to  wepe  and  pleyne 
Such  guerdon  as  by-longe^  vnto  pride  3820 

[Alexander  the  Great] 

The  Storie  of  Alisaundre  is  so  comune .         IT  De  Alex- 
Thaf  euery  wi3t*  J)af  haj>  discreciown  andro  Re</e 

Ha|7  herd!  somwhaf  or  fdl  of  his  fortune 
This  wide  world  as  in  conclusioun  3824 

He  wanne  by  strength  or  for  his  hie  renoun 
They  weren  glad  for  pees  vnto  hym  sende 
])e  pride  of  man  and  beest*  he  laid  adoun 
Wher  so  he  come  vnto  J>e  worldes  ende  3828 

Comparison  my3t'  ueuere  be  uiaked . 
Bytwix  hym  and  anofer  conqueroar  [ieaf2M.i»ekj 

ffor  al  f is  world  for  drede  of  hy??^  HaJ)  quaked  . 
He  was  of  knyglithode  and  of  fredom  flour'  3832 

fTortune  him  made  fe  heir*  of  hur*  honour 
Saue  wyne  and  wommen  no  ])ing<  my3t<  a-swage 
His  hegh  entente  in  armes  and  laboure 
So  was  he  ful  of  louying*  corage  3836 

What*  pite  were  it*  to  hym  J>ouje  I  jou  tolde 
Of  Darius  and  an  hundred  thowsand  moo . 
Of  kyngges  Princes,  and  Erles  bold! 

Which  he  conquered  and  brou3f  into  woo  3840 

I  say  as  fer  as  man  may  ride  and  goo . 
The  worlde  was  his  what*  shuld  I  more  devise 
ffor  ^ou3e  I  write  and  told  30U  euer  moo . 
Of  his  kinghode  if  my3f  not*  suffise  3844 
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Twe!ue  jere  he  regned  as  8aiJ>  Machabe 

Philippes  sone  of  ^lacedoyne  he  was 

That*  fursf  was  kinge  of  Grece  j>e  cuntree 

0  worjji  gentile  Alisaundei-*  alas  3848 

That*  euer  shuld  [thee]  falle  Sucb  a  caas 

Enpoysened  of  pi  folk*  pon  were 

Thine .  sue .  fortune  ha])  turned  into  an  aas 

And  jit*  for  J)e  ne  >veppe  she  neuerc  a  tere  3852 

Who  shal  jeue  teeres  men  to  compleyne 

The  deep  of  gentilnesse  and  of  firaunchise 

That*  al  )>e  worlde  weelded  in  his  demeyne 

And  jif  him  foujt*  hit*  myjt*  not*  suffise  3856 

So  flful  was  his  corage  of  high  emprise 

Alias  who  shal  me  helpe  to  end i to 

ffals  fortune  and  poyson  to  despise 

The  which  twoo  of  al  this  woo  I  wite  3860 

[JuHiis  Cofsar.] 

By  wisdome  manhode  and  by  laboui^    IT  lolius  Cesar/. 
ifro  humblehede  and  fro  Eoial  Maieste 
Vp  roos  ho  lulius  J>e  Conquerour 

That*  aH  pe  Occident*  by  londe  and  See  3864 

By  strength  of  honde  or  ellis  by  trete 
And  vnto  Eoome  made  hem  tnbutarie . 
And  Sithens  of  Home  pe  'Emperour  was  he  / 
Til  ]?at*  fortune  wexe  his  aduersarie  [loaf  »73  3868 

A  Mighty  Cesar  J>at*  in  Tessalye . 

Ajeinsf  Pompius  fader  fine  in  lawe 

That*  of  pe  Orient*  had  al  pe  chyualrie 

As  fer  as  fat*  pe  day  bygynnej)  dawe  3872 

Thogh  poll  forgh  f  i  knyghthodo  hap  hem  take  and  sclawe 

Sauf  fewe  folk*  J>at*  wif  Pompius  fledde 

Thorghe  which  fou  puttest*  al  J>e  orient*  in  awe 

Thonke  fortune  J?af  so  wel  pe  spedde  3876 
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But^  now  a  litel  while  I  wil  by  waile 

This  Pompeus  ^is  noble  gouernonr 

Of  Boome  which  ^f  fleigh  at*  this  bataille 

I  saye  oon  of  his  men  a  fals  traitoui^  3880 

His  hede  of  smote  to  wynne  hym  fauoux^ 

Of  lulius  and  hym  fe  hede  broujt* 

Alias  Pompey  of  the  Orienf  conquerour 

That*  fortune  vnto  such  a  funte  broujt*  3884 

TO  Kome  ajeine  repeire^  lulius . 
Wi]}  triumphe  laureaf  ful  high 
But*  on  a  tyme  Brutus  Cassius 

y&V  euere  had  of  his  astate  Envie  3888 

fPiil  priuely  had  made  Conspiracie 
A3einBt*  ^is  lulius  in  subtile  wise  / 
And  casf  ye  place  in  which  he  shuld  dye 
With  boydekyns  as  I  shal  30U  *  devise  3892 

This  lulius  to  ^e  Capithole  went* 
Yppon  a  day  as  he  was  wonte  to  goon 
And  in  ]ye  Capitole  anoon  hym  hente 
This  fals  Brutus  and  his  foule  foofi  3896 

And  stiked  hym  wij  boydekyns  anofi 
WiJ  mony  a  wounde  and  fus  fei  lete  hym  lye 
Buf  neuere  grunte  he  at*  no  stroke  but*  oon 
Or  ellis  af  twoo  but*  3if  his  storie  lye  3900 

So  manly  was  ^is  lulius  of  herte 
And  so  wel  loued  estately  honeste 
That*  ^ou3e  his  dedly  woundes  so  sore  smerto 
His  mantel  ouer  his  hippes  casf  he  3904 

ffor  no'  man  shuld  se  his  privete 

And  as  he  lay  on  dyinge  in  a  traunce  Omt  m,  backi 

And  wist*  verrely  ^af  dede  was  he 
Of  honeste  jit*  had  he  remembraunce  3908 
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IF  Lucane  to  fia  stone  I  recomende 

And  to  Sweton  and  Valerius  also . 

Thaf  of  His  stone  write])  word  and  cnde 

How  J>af  J>ise  grete  conquerours  twoo  3912 

ffortune  was  farst*  frende  and  si^en  a  foo/ 

No  man  ne  trust*  vpon  his  fauour  longe 

Buf  haue  liure  in  a-waite  euermoo 

Witnes  on  alle  Jjise  conquerours  stronge  3916 

[Oresus,] 

This  riclie  Cresus  whilom  kyng*  of  lyde 
O  which  Cresus  Cyquus  sore  hym  dradde 
Jit*  was  he  kau^f  amonges  al  his  pride 
And  to  be  brenf  men  to  f e  fure  hym  ladde  3920 

Buf  suche  a  Eeyne  doune  fro  pe  walken  shadde 
}>at<  sclou^e  ^e  fuyre  and  made  hym  to  eskape 
But*  to  be  war  jit*  no  grace  he  hadde 
Til  fortune  on  ]>e  galous  made  hym  gape  3924 

Whan  he  askaped  was  he  can  not*  stent* 
£for  to  bygynne  a  newe  reyne  c^eine 
He  wende  wele  for  Jat*  fortune  hjm  sente 
Suche  happe  ^at*  he  askaped  ^rje  J)e  reyne'  3928 

)?at*  of  his  foos  he  myjt*  not*  be  sclayn 
And  Suche  a  sweuen  ypon  a  nyjf  he  mette 
Of  which  he  was  so  proude  and  so  fayfl 
Tliat*  in  vengeance  he  al  his  herf  sette  3932 

Vpon  a  tree  he  was  as  hjm  f oujt* 
Ther  lubiter  hym  wassh  boj  hals  and  Side 
And  Phebus  eke  a  faire  towale  hym  broujf 
To  drye  hym  wif  an  Jjerfore  wex  his  pride  3936 

And  to  his  doujtere  |?at*  stood  hym  beside 
Which  fat*  he  knewe  in  his  sentence  habounde 
He  bad  hure  telle  hym  what*  it*  signyfied 
And  she  his  dremes  byganne  rijt*  )»us  expounde  3940 
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The  tree  quod  she  )>e  galous  is  to  mene 

And  lubiter  bitokene]}  snowe  and  leyne 

And  Phebus  wi]y  his  towale  so  clene . 

Thoo  bene  the  sone  stiemes  forto  sayn        Dmf  us}       3944 

Thow  shalf  an  honged  be  fiEuiere  certayn 

Bayn  shal  ]>e  wassh  and  sonne  shal  ]>e  drje 

Thus  warned  she  hym  fill  plat*  and  ful  pkyn 

His  doujter  [which]  ))af  called  was  Phanye  3948 

An  honged  was  Cresus  ^e  pioude  kinge 

His  Roial  trone  myjf  hym  not*  availe 

Tregedie  is  noon  o])er  manei'  )>inge 

Ne  can  in  synnynge  cry  ne  bywaile  3962 

But*  )>af  fortune  alway  wil  assaile 

vrip  vnware  stroke  fe  regnes  ))at*  bene  proude 

ITor  whan  men  trusten  hir  Jan  wil  she  faile 

And  keuere  her  brijf  face  wi^  a  clowde  3956 

IT  Thni  ende])  }>e  monke  his  tale 
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And  here  bygyiine])  pe  nonpreesf  his  prologe 

%  Theprologef 

Ion  if^/zsei 

Ho  quod  pe  knyjt*  no  more  good  of  pis 
That*  36  han  said  is  n^i?  ynowe  ywis 
And  mochel  moie  for  litel  heuynesse 
Is  njV  ynough  to  mochel  folk*  I  gesse  ino  gap  in  p«tm»rtk}  3960 
[I  sey  for  me  /  hit  is  a  gret  disese  ot^™  *JS 

Wher  as  men  haue  ben  /  in  gret  welth  and  ese  ^**^^ 
To  here  of  her  sodeyn  falle  alias 

And  the  contraiye  /  is  loye  and  gret  solas  3964 

And  whan  a  man  hat£  be  /  in  poor  estat 
And  clymbeth  vp  /  and  waxeth  fortunat 
And  ther  abidit^  /  in  prospmte 

'  Such  thyng  is  gladsom  /  as  thynket^  me  3968 

And  of  such  thyng  /  were  goodly  for  to  telle 
ya  quod  our  boost  /  bi  seynt  poules  belle 
ye  sey  soth  /  this  monk  hath  clappid  lowd 
He  spak  how  fortune  /  cohered  was  with  a  clowd        3972 
I  nat  nere  what  /  and  also  tragedie 
Riht  now  ye  herde  /  and  parde  no  remedie 
I[t  i]s  forto  be  wailyng  and  compleyne 
ffor  that  that  is  don  /  and  also  it  is  a  peyno  3976 

As  ye  han  seid  to  heei^  of  hevynesse 
Sir  monk  nomore  of  this  /  so  god  you  blesse 
[You]!*  tale  anoyetfi  /  alle  this  companye 
Such  thyng  /  is  nat  worth  /  a  bottirflye]  J^^'S.^f' 

3oure  tales  done  vs  no  sporte  ne  game 
Wherfore  sii*  monke  or  daun  pers  by  jowr  name 
I  prey  }ou  hertely  telle  vs  somwhaf  ellys 
ffor  sikerly  ne  were  J)e  Clynkyng*  of  30ur*  bellis  3984 
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That*  on  jouie  bridel  honge  on  euery  side 

By  heuene  kynge  ])af  for  vs  alle  deyde 

I  shuld  er  Jiis  haue  falle  dot^n  for  sclepQ 

Al  ])ough  [fe]  8clou|)e  had  neuer  be  so  depe  3988 

Than  had  joure  tale  ben  told  in  veyn 

ffor  certeynly  as  al  Jiise  clerkes  seyfi 

wher  as  a  [man]  may  haue  non  audience 

Nou^f  helpe)»  it*  to  telle  his  sentence  3992 

And  wel  I  woote  )»e  substaunce  is  m  me 

3if  eny  ])inge  shal  wel  reported  be 

Sii*  say  somwhaf  of  hnntyng*  I  jou  preie 

Kay  quod  pis  monke  I  haue  no  lust*  to  pleie  3996 

Now  lai^  anojier  telle  as  I  haue  tolcl 

))an  spak  our  boost*  with  rude  spech  and  bolcl 

And  saide  vnto  )»e  nonnes  preest*  anofi 

Come  nere  sii'  preest*  Come  hidei'  Sire  lohfi       cieafssa^back] 

Telle  TS  such  ])ingges  as  may  our  hertis  glade  4001 

Be  blip  povL^e  ])ou  ride  vpon  a  lade 

Whai^  ])ouje  )»ine  hors  be  bo|)  foule  and  lene 

Jif  he  wil  serue  pe  rek*  naf  a  bene  4004 

Loke  ])af  fi  hert*  be  meiy  euermoo . 

Jis  sii'  quod  he  jis  boost*  so  mote  I  goo 

But*  I  be  mery  Iwis  I  wil  be  blamed . 

And  Bijt*  anoon  his  tale  he  ha)»  atamed »  4008 

And  )»us  seide  to  tb  euerychofi 

My  tale  I  wil  bygynne  anofl  C**ifrftw»] 

IT  Thus  ende])  )>e  prologe  of  pe  nonnes  preste 
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And  here  bygynneb  be  nonne  priest*  Ms  tale 

A  poor  wydowe  somdel  stope  in  age 
was  whilom  dwelling*  in  a  narowe  cotage        4012 
Besides  a  groue  stonding*  in  a  dale 
This  widowe  of  which  I  telle  jou  my  tale 
8i])ens  ])ilk  day  ^af  she  was  last*  a  wiff 
In  paciens  lad  a  f ul  sympnl  liff  401 6 

ffor  litel  was  hni'  Catel  and  hui'  rent* 
By  Husbondry  of  such  as  god  her  sent* 
She  fonde  hare  self  and  eke  her  doughtred  twoo 
Thre  large  sowes  had  she  and  no  moo .  4020 

Thre  kyen  and  eke  a  shepe  )»af  highf  malle 
ffol  Boty  was  hm'  bonre  and  eke  her  halle 
In  whiche  she  ete  mony  a  sclender  mele 
Of  poynanf  sause  hii'  neded  neuer  a  dele  4024 

No  deynte  morsel  passed  hui'  )»rote 
Hir^  diete  was  acordanf  to  her  cote 
Eeplecio  no  made  her  neuer  seke 

Attemper  diete  was  all  hei*  phisike  4028 

And  exercise  and  herf  sufficiafice 
The  goute  letted  hur  no  ])ing*  to  daunce 
Ne  poplexie  shenf  noi^  her  hede 

Noo  wyne  dronke  she  neijer  white  ne  rede  4032 

Her  boord  was  serued  most*  wi])  white  and  blake 
Milk*  and  broune  brede  in  which  she  fond  no  lake 
Seyned  Bacon  and  somtyme  an  eye  or  tweye 
ffor  she  was  as  It*  were  a  manere  of  a  deye  cie^^ss*} 

A  gardyne  she  had  enclosed  al  aboute  4037 

Wi)»  stikkes  and  a  drie  diche  wi]H)ute 
In  which  she  had  a  cok*  )>at*  hijt*  chauntiler^ 
In  aii  )»e  londe  of  crowing*  was  his  pere  4040 

PETWORTH   674  (6-T.  288) 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


SIX-TEXT   284 

GROUP  B.  §  14.  nun's  priest's  talb.  Petworth  MS. 

His  movLp  was  myrier  Jan  Je  meiy  oigofi 

On  masse  daies  )»af  in  pe  chuich^  gooil 

Wei  sikerer  was  )»e  ciowyng«  in  his  logge 

pan  is  a  clokke  or  an  abbay  oilogge  4044 

By  nature  he  crewe  eche  ascencio^n 

Of  Equinoxial  of  ])ilk*  tot<n 

ffor  whan  degrees  .xy.  were  descended . 

)»at*  knewe  he  yeAf  if  myjt*  not*  bene  amended  4048 

His  Combe  was  redder  ])an  )>e  fyne  CuraH 

And  bateled  as  it*  were  a  castel  watt 

Hike  azure  were  his  legges  and  his  toone 

His  bille  was  blake  and  as  )>e  gete  it*  shone  4052 

His  nailles  witter  ])an  pe  lily  Houre 

And  ylike  bumysshed  gold  was  his  colours? 

This  gentile  Cok  had  in  his  gou^mannce 

Yij.  hennys  forto  doon  his  plesaunce  4056 

Which  weren  his  sustres  and  his  pcrramom-s 

And  wonder  like  to  hym  as  of  00101/9*8 

Of  fe  which  J)e  fairest*  hwed  vnder  j^rote 

Was  clepe  feiii'  Damysel  Pertilote  4060 

Curtais  she  was  discrete  and  debonaire 

And  Companable  and  here  her  self  so  fair<; 

Si])ens  ])ilk<  day  )>af  she  was  vij.  nyjt*  olde 

That*  trewly  she  h&f  |>e  hert*  in  hol(}  4064 

Of  Chauntelere  loukyn  in  euery  lith 

He  loued  hure  so  faf  wel  was  hym  Jer  with 

But*  such  a  loie  as  if  was  to  here  hetn  singe 

Whan  Jaf  Jje  bri3f  sonne  gan  to  sprynge  4068 

In  swete  accorde  my  lief  is  fare  a  londe 

ffor  ])iik<  tyme  as  I  haue  vnderstonde 

Beestes  and  briddes  coude  speke  and  synge 

And  so  byfelle  faf  in  J)e  dawynge  4072 

As  Chauntecleer  amonges  his  wyues  alle 

Saf  on  his  perch  )>af  was  in  ])e  halle  o»ntt&%  iMrk] 

And  nexf  hym  saf  pia  faira  Pertilote 

This  Chaunteclere  gan  gronen  in  his  ))rote  4076 
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As  a  man  ])at<  is  in  bis  dreme  drecched  sore 

And  whan  Jaf  Perfcilote  Jus  herd  hym  rore 

She  was  a-gast*  and  seide  herf  dere 

What"  eilej  jou  to  grone  in  Jjis  manere  4080 

3e  bene  a  verray  scleper  fy  for  shame 

And  he  answeicl  and  saide  pua  madame 

I  prey  30U  ])af  je  take  if  nof  a  greef* 

By  god  me  mette  )>at*  I  was  in  snch  mescheef  4084 

Eijf  nowe  faf  ^it*  myn  herf  is  sore  eSn^t^ 

Nowe  god  [quod]  he  my  sweuen  rede  ari3f 

And  kepe  my  body  ouf  of  foule  prisotin 

Me  mette  ])at*  I  romed  yp  and  dotcn  4088 

Wit£-in  our  yeide  wher  as  I  segh  a  beest* 

Was  lit  an  hounde  and  wold  haue  made  aresf 

Ypon  my  body  and  wold  haue  had  me  dede 

His  colour  was  bytwix  white  and  red  4092 

And  tipped  was  his  taille  and  bo])  his  Eeres 

"Wip  blak*  ynUke  )»e  remenaunf  of  his  heeres 

His  snowte  smal  with  glowinge  eyen  tweye 

^if  for  his  loke  almost*  for  fere  I  dye .  409G 

This  caused  me  my  gronyng*  doutelees 

A  Toy  quod  she  fie  on  30U  hertelees 

Alias  quod  she  for  by  ]»af  god  aboue 

Now  ban  ^e  losf  myn  hert*  and  my  loue  4100 

I  can  nof  loue  a  coward  by  my  faij>e 

ffor  certes  whaf  so  eny  womman  sei)>e 

We  alle  desiren  jif  if  my^t  be 

To  han  husbondes  hardy  wise  and  free  4104 

And  secre  ne  noo  nygard  ne  ne  fooH 

To  hym  Jaf  is  a-gasf  of  euery  tooH 

Ne  noon  avoutour  by  ]>af  god  aboue 

How  dursf  je  seyn  for  shame  ynto  ^our  loue  4108 

Thaf  eny  pmg  myjf  make  jou  a-ferde 

Haue  je  no  mannys  herf  and  han  a  berde 

Alias  and  conne  ye  be  a-gasf  of  swuenes . 

No  finff  god  woote  buf  vanito  in  sweuen  is   D^mf}   4112 
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Sweuens  engendren  of  replexions 

And  oft*  of  fame  and  of  complexions 

Whan  humours  bene  to  habundafite  in  a  Tn3t* 

Cortes  ])i8  dreme  which  je  ban  had  to  ny3f  4116 

Commep  of  pe  grete  suparlluite 

Of  joure  rede  Colore  parde 

Which  cause])  folk  to  drome  her  dromes 

Of  Arowes  and  fires  wij>  rede  lemes  4120 

Of  Eede  beestes  pB,if  wiUen  hem  bite 

Of  contek*  and  of  whelpes  grete  and  lite 

Ri^f  as  )>e  humour  of  Malecolie 

Cause])  [ful]  mony  a  man  in  sclepe  to  crye  4124 

ffor  fere  of  beeres  and  boles  blake 

Or  elliB  blake  deuels  wil  hem  take 

Of  o])er  humoures  cou])e  I  telle  also 

That  worken  mony  a  man  in  slope  ful  woo .  4128 

Buf  I  wil  passe  as  lijtly  as  I  can 

Loo  Caton  which  ^at*  was  so  wise  a  man 

Sold  he  not*  ])us  no  do  no  force  of  dremes 

l^ow  sire  quod  she  whan  we  flee  fro  the  hemes ,  413^ 

ffor  goddis  loue  as  take])  som  laxatif 

Yp  perile  of  my  saule  and  of  my  liff 

1  counsaile  jou  Je  best"  I  wil  not  lye 

Thaf  bo])  of  colour  and  of  Malencolie  4136 

3e  purge  jou  and  for  30  shul  nof  tarie 

J^ouje  ^af  in  ])is  ioxme  is  non  Apotecarie 

I  shal  my  self  to  herbes  techen  jou 

which  8hal  be  30ure  here  and  ymr  prowe  4140 

And  In  ])e  Gardeyne  two  herbes  shal  I  fynde 

))e  which  han  of  her  proprete  by  kynde 

To  purgen  30U  by-ne))e  and  eke  aboue 

fibr3ete))  nof  \\&  for  goddes  awne  loue  4144 

30  bene  ful  Colerike  of  complexion 

Where  ))e  sonne  in  his  assenciofl 

No  fynde  30U  replete  of  30«r  humours  bote 

And  if  if  doo  I  dar  wel  lay  a  grote  4148 
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)>af  )e  8hal  haue  a  feuer  teiciaue . 

Or  an  ague  j'ati'  may  be  jotir  bane  pwram,  bade] 

A  day  or  turoo  je  sliul  haue  dygestyuea 

Of  wormes  er  je  take  joure  laxatyues  4152 

Of  laureal  Centaore  and  of  fumytere 

Or  ellis  of  Ellibore  ^ati*  growe])  ])ere 

Of  Catapuce  and  of  gatye-buries 

Or  Erbe  Ive  grouyng*  in  onre  jeerd  per  mery  ea  4156 

Pek  hem  vp  ri)f  as  pei  growe  and  ete  hem  Inne 

Be  mery  hosbonde  for  )oux^  fader  kynno 

Dredeji  no  dreme  I  can  say  3011  no  more 

Madame  quod  he  gramercy  of  90ure  lore  41GQ 

But  na])elee8  as  touching  Danne  Catot/n 

That*  hskp  of  wisdome  such  grete  reno7/n 

By  god  men  may  in  olde  bokes  rede 

Oon  of  fe  grettesi^  auctour  out*  of  drede  -  4164 

Of  mony  a  man  more  of  auctorite 

Than  euer  caton  was  so  mot*  I  the 

That  al  the  reuers  seyn  of  ^is  sentence 

Han  han  wel  founden  by  expmence  4168 

Thaf  dremes  bene  significaciCns 

As  wel  of  loie  as  tnbulaciOns 

Thai^  folk  enduren  in  pis  lif  present* 

li^  nede^  nat*  to  make  of  pis  noon  argument*  4172 

The  verrey  preef  shewe)»  it*  in  dede 

Oon  of  pe  grettest  auctour  out  of  drede 

Sai])  ])us  ])ai^  whilom  two  felawes  wenl^ 

On  Pilgrimage  in  ful  good  entent  4176 

And  happed  so  ]»ei  commen  into  a  toune 

Wher  as  pete  was  such  congregacioun 

Of  puple  and  eke  of  streite  herbygage 

paif  ]»ei  fande  not*  as  moche  as  a  cotage  4180 

In  whiche  Jei  boj  myght*  ylogged  be 

Wherfore  ])ei  mosten  of  necessite 

As  for  )>af  ny3f  departen  of  companye 

And  eche  of  hem  go])  to  his  hostelrye  4184 
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And  toke  hia  logginge  as  it*  i;pol<la  falie 

That*'  oon  of  hem  was  logged  in  a  stalle 

ITer  in  a  jeeide  wi])  oxen  of  pe  plouje 

That;'  o])er  man  was  logged  wel  ynouje        [Imtmii       4188 

As  was  his  auentnie  or  his  fortune 

ptiP  Ys  goueme^  al  as  in  eommnne 

And  so  by-felle  longe  ei^  it^  were  day 

This  man  mette  in  his  bed  ^  as  he  lay  4192 

How  ^f  his  felawe  gan  on  hym  calle 

And  saide  Alias  for  in  an  oxes  stalle 

This  ny^t*  shal  I  be  mar])ered  per  I  lie 

Now  helpe  me  dere  bro)»ere  er  I  dye  /  4196 

In  al  hasf  come  to  me  he  seide 

This  man  ouf  of  his  sclepe  for  fere  abreide 

But*  whan  )»at*  he  was  wakened  ouf  of  his  sclepe 

He  tume^  hym  and  toke  of  pis  no  kepe  4200 

Hym  ^u)t*  his  dreme  was  nojt*  but*  a  yanyte 

Thus  twies  in  his  sclepinge  dremed  he 

And  at  p*  .iij.  tyme  )if  his  felawe 

Come  as  he  ^u;f  I  am  nowe  Isclawe  4204 

Biholde  my  blody  woundes  depe  and  wide 

Arise  yp  erly  in  pe  morowe  tide 

And  at*  the  west*  gate  of  pe  toun  quod  he 

A  carf  ful  of  donge  per  shalt*  pou  see  4208 

In  whicb  his  body  is  hidde  ful  priuely 

To  pUk*  carte  aresten  boldely 

My  golde  caused  my  murder  so)»  to  sayzi) 

And  tolde  hym  euery  poynt*  how  he  was  sclayfi  4212 

Wi])  a  ful  pitous  &ce  pale  of  hwe 

And  trest*  wel  his  dreme  he  fonde  ful  trwe 

ffor  on  pe  morowe  as  sone  as  it*  was  day 

To  his  felawes  Inne  he  toke  pe  way  4216 

And  whan  he  come  to  j^is  oxes  stalle 

Aftere  his  felawe  he  bygan  to  calle 

The  ostelere  answen)  hym  anofi 

And  saide  Sii'  ^oure  felawe  is  goon  4220 
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As  sone  as  day  he  went*  oaf  of  pe  tonne 

This  man  gan  falle  in  grate  sospeciofm 

EemembTyngt  i^ym  on  his  dremes  faif  he  mette 

And  for])  he  gop  no  longer  wold  he  lette  4224 

Ynto  ]»e  wesf  gate  of  pe  toune  and  fofide 

A  donge  caff  as  he  wenf  to  donge  pe  londe        iMwi,  back] 

Thaf  was  araied  in  ^e  same  wise 

As  3e  han  herde  pe  dede  man  deujse  4228 

And  wi^  an  hardy  hert*  he  gan  to  crie 

Yengeaunce  and  iustice  on  ^is  vilanye 

My  felawe  mnrdred  is  pia  same  nyjt* 

And  in  ^is  carte  he  lith  gapinge  yp  rijf  4232 

[I  crye  out  /  on  the  mynystres  qttod  he         ^5a/i7™S«'  ^ 

That  sholde  the  lawe  keep  in  this  Cite 

Harrow  alias  /  here  lith  my  felawe  sleyn 

What  sholde  I  more  /  vnto  this  tale  seyn  4236 

The  people  out  sterte  /  and  caste  the  carte  to  grounde 

And  in  the  myddis  of  the  donge  thei  founde]     [ff*S?L,-i 

The  dede  man  ])at*  murdred  was  aH  newe 

0  blisful  god  l^at*  art<  so  lust*  and  trewe  4240 
Loo  how  pa,if  )»ou  bywreiest*  mordere  alway 

Murder  wil  out*  J>af  see  wee  day  by  day 

Morder  is  so  wlatsom  and  so  abhomynable 

To  god  pAif  is  so  lusf  and  resonable  4244 

pBi^  he  ne  wil  nof  suffre  it  hilled  be 

Theigh  it*  abide  a  jeer  or  twoo  or  fre 

Murder  wil  out*  ])is  is  my  conclusiot^n 

And  rijf  anoon  minwtres  of  pe  tot/n  4248 

Haf  henf  pe  Carter  and  [ful]  sore  hym  pyned 

And  eke  ^e  Ostilere  so  fer  engyned 

That*  ])ei  biknewe  her  wikkednesse  anoofi 

And  weren  honged  by  pe  nek*  bone  4252 

Here  may  men  see  ])at  dremes  bene  to  drede 

And  certes  in  the  same  boke  I  rede 

Kijt*  in  pe  nexf  chapitere  I  rede  of  ])is 

1  gabbe  not*  so  haue  I  loie  or  blis  4256 

PETWOBTH  680   (6-T.  289} 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


8IX-TBXT   290 

GBOUP  B.  §  14.  NUN*s  pbiest's  TALE.   Petworth  MS» 

Two  men  p&if  wolden  hane  passed  pe  See 

ffoT  certeyn  cause  in  to  a  fer  contre 

If  |)at*  ])e  wynde  ne  had  be  contrarie 

That*  made  hem  in  a  Cite  forto  tarie  4260 

Thaf  stood  ful  merye  vpon  an  hauen  side 

Buf  on  a  daye  ajeinst*  ])e  euentide 

The  wynde  gan  chaunge  and  blowe  as  hym  lust* 

lolif  and  glad  )>ei  wenten  vnto  rusf  4264 

And  Casten  hem  ful  erly  forto  saile 

But*  herken  how  oo  man  felle  in  grete  penle 

That*  oon  of  hem  in  scleping*  as  he  lay 

Hym  mette  a  wonder  dreme  ajeinst*  fe  day  4268 

Hym  ])ou3f  a  man  stood  be  his  beddys  side 

And  hym  commaunded  ])af  he  shuldf  abide .  peaf  aai 

And  saide  hym  )>us  if  pon  to  mom  wende 

Thowe  shalf  be  dreynf  my  tale  is  af  an  ende  4272 

He  woke  and  tolde  his  felawe  whai^  he  meitt* 

And  preide  him  his  viage  forto  lette 

As  for  ]}at*  day  he  preide  hym  to  abide 

His  felawe  )>af  lay  by  his  beddys  side  4276 

Gan  forto  laugh  and  scorned  ful  fast* 

No  drem  quod  he  may  myne  herf  agasf 

Thai?  I  wil  lette  forto  do  my  fingges 

I  sette  not*  a  strawe  by  dremyngges  4280 

ffor  sweuenes  bene  buf  vanyteies  and  Tapes 

Men  dreme  alway  of  owles  and  of  apes 

And  of  mony  a  mase  J)er-wiJ)att 

Men  dremen  of  ])inge  ])at*  neuere  [shal]  4284 

But*  si])en  I  see  )>ou  wit*  here  abide 

And  Jus  forsclewjen  wilfully  pi  tyde 

God  woote  it*  rewe)>  me  and  haue  good  day 

And  ])us  he  toke  his  leue  and  went*  his  way  4288 

And  er  that*  he  had  half  his  cours  assailed 

I  not*  whi  ne  what*  meschaunce  if  ailed 

Buf  casuely  )>e  shippes  botme  renf 

And  ship  and  man  vnder  pe  water  wenf  4292 
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In  si^t*  of  o)>er  shipped  hjm  beside 

That*  wip  hym  sailled  att  pe  same  tyde 

And  )>eTfore  he  seide  P^rtelote  so  dere 

By  suche  ensamples  olde  maisf  fon  leie  4296 

That*  no  man  shulde  be  to  rechelees 

Of  Dremes  for  I  say  )»e  doutelees 

That*  in  mony  a  dieme  f  ul  sore  is  forto  drede 

Lo  in  ])e  lif  of  seinf  kenelyne  I  rede  4^0 

That*  was  kennlphus  sone  )»e  noble  kynge 

Of  Mertenrike  how  kenelyne  mette  a  Jringe 

A  litel  er  [he]  was  murde[re]d  on  a  day 

His  murdre  in  his  Auysiofl  he  say  4304 

His  norice  him  expowned  euery  delt 

His  sweuen  and  bad  hytn  for  to  kepe  hym  wett 

ffor  treson  buf  he  was  seuen  jere  olde 

And  ]^rfore  litel  tale  ha]»  he  tolde       D^ttm,  baek]        4308 

Of  eny  dreme  so  holly  was  his  h«rte 

Be  god  I  had  leuer  ]»an  my  sherte    . 

Thaf  30  had  herd  his  legende  as  haue  I 

Dame  Pertelote  I  say  jou  trewly  4312 

Macrobyus  paif  writ*  pe  avisioil 

In  afirike  of  fe  worfi  Ciprion 

Affermeji  dremes  and  se]»  ]»f  per  bene 

Wamynge  of  ])ingges  ]»t*  men  after  sene  4316 

And  fer]>ermore  I  pray  30U  loke])  well 

The  olde  testamenf  of  Danyeli 

3if  he  heelde  dremes  of  eny  yanyte 

Bede  eke  of  loseph  and  ye  shal  See  4320 

Wheder  dremes  be  somtyme  I  say  not  alle 

Wamyng*  of  >ingges  >at<  shul  aftei'  falk 

Loke  eke  of  Egipte  pe  kinge  danne  Pharao 

His  bakere  and  his  botelere  also  4324 

Wher  pei  ne  felt*  noon  effecte  in  dremes 

Who  so  wil  seche  of  sundry  rewmes 

May  reden  of  dremes  mony  a  wondei'  J^inge 

Loo  Cresus  which  l^at*  was  of  lyde  pe  kynge  4328 
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Mette  he  not*  Jrat*  he  satte  vpon  a  tie 

Which  signified  he  shuldf  anhonged  be 

Lo  here  Adromacha  Ectors  wiff 

That^  day  ])af  Ector  shold  leto  his  lif  4332 

She  dremed  on  fe  same  nyjf  byfom 

How  ])af  ])e  lif  of  Ector  shuld  be  lorn 

Jiff  ])ilk<  day  he  went*  into  bataile 

She  warned  hym  bnf  if  my^t*  not*  avaUe  4336 

He  wenf  forto  %ten  na])elees 

Baf  he  was  sclayn  of  Achilles 

But*  thilk*  tale  is  alto  longe  to  telle 

And  eke  it*  is  nygh  day  I  may  not  dwelle  4340 

Shortly  I  say  as  for  conclusion 

That  I  shal  hane  of  )>is  avisiofi 

Of  aduersitees  and  I  say  fer])<?nnore 

That  I  ne  wil  telle  of  laxatifs  no  store  4344 

ffor  pel  bene  venemous  I  wote  rijf  weS 

I  hem  diffie  I  lone  hem  neuere  a  dele  [ktf  w] 

HO  laf  YS  speke  of  mer]>e  and  stent*  al  ))is 

Madame  p67-tilote  so  haue  I  blisse  4348 

Of  00  )>ing*  god  ha^  sent*  me  large  grace 

ffor  whan  I  se  )>e  bewte  of  joure  face 

3e  bene  so  searlef  lede  aboute  ^  eyen 

It*  make])  al  my  drede  for  to  dyen  4352 

fibr  also  sikei'  as  in  principio . 

Mulier  est  hominis  confusio 

Madame  )»e  sentence  of  l^is  latyn  is 

Womman  is  mannys  ioy  and  his  blisse  4356 

ffor  whan  I  fele  on  ny^f  joni'  soft*  side 

Al  be  it*  ])ati  I  may  not*  on  jon  ride 

ffor  ^f  oure  perche  is  made  so  narowe  alas 

I  am  so  ful  of  loye  and  solas  4360 

))at*  I  defie  boj)  sweuen  and  dreme 

And  wi)i  ])af  word  I  fleegh  doune  fro  ^  heme 

ffor  it*  was  day  and  eke  his  hennes  alle 

And  wi])  a  chukke  he  gan  hem  forto  calle  4364 
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ifor  he  had  founden  a  com  lay  in  pe  3erdd 

Eeal  he  was  no  more  afferd 

He  ffe])ered  Pertelof  xx**  tyme 

And  diad  as  off  er  it*  were  prime  4368 

He  loke])  as  it*  were  a  grym  lyoten 

And  on  his  toes  he  roomed  yp  and  doun 

Hym  deyned  nof  to  sette  his  fete  on  grounde 

Ay  chokked  he  whan  he  had  a  come  found  4372 

And  to  hym  ])an  ronne  his  wynes  ali 

Thus  Boyal  as  a  prince  in  his  hati 

Leue  I  ])is  chauntelere  in  his  pasture 

And  afbere  wil  I  telle  of  his  auentur^  4376 

Whan  ])e  monf£  ye  which  pe  world!  hyganne 

Thaf  hi^f  marche  whan  god  first  made  man 

Was  Complete  and  passed  were  also 

Si]»ons  Marche  hygan  .xxx^  daies  and  twoo  •  4380 

Byfelle  ^af  chauntelere  in  his  pride 

His  seuen  wyues  welken  hym  byside  • 

Cast*  vp  his  eyen  to  fe  bTi3f  somie 

Thaf  in  pe  signs  of  Taurus  was  ronne      ciMjfl68»bMk]     4384 

Twenty  degrees  and  oon  and  somwhaf  moro 

He  knew  by  kynde  and  by  noon  ofer  lore 

That*  if  was  prime  he  crewe  wi])  blisful  steuen 

The  Sonne  he  saide  is  clumben  vp  to  heuen  4388 

xL  degres  and  oon  and  more  y  wis 

Madame  Pertelote  my  worldes  blisse 

Herken  how  ^ise  blisful  Imddes  singe 

And  se  ])e  fresshe  floures  how  J^ei  springe  4392 

fful  is  myn  herf  of  Beuel  and  of  solas 

Buf  sodeynly  hym  felle  a  soriful  caas 

ffor  euer  ]^  latter  and  of  loie  is  sone  ygoo 

And  comonly  ofte  tyme  if  falle))  soo  4396 

And  if  arthour  coude  faire  endite 

He  in  cronicle  myghf  Sauely  write 

As  for  a  souereyn  notabilite 

ITowe  euery  wise  man  herken  me  4400 
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This  story  is  as  trewe  I  vndertake 

As  is  ])e  booke  of  launcelote  de  lake 

Thaf  women  holde  in  ful  gret  reuerence 

Now  wil  I  tume  a^ein  to  my  sentence  4404 

A  Col  foxe  [ful]  of  sclei3t*  and  iniquite 

Thaf  in  Je  groue  had  wonned  jeeres  fre 

By  higfi  ymagynacion  to-fore  cast* 

fe  same  nyghf  Jorgfi-ouf  fe  hegges  hrasf  4408 

Into  Je  ^eerd  fer  chauntelere  Je  faire 

was  wonte  and  eke  his  wynes  to  repairs 

And  in  a  bedde  of  wortes  stiUe  he  lay 

Till  if  was  passed  vndren  of  J)e  day  4412 

Waitynge  his  tyme  on  chaunteler  to  falle 

As  gladly  done  J)ise  homycydes  alle 

Thaf  in  a-waite  ligge  to  mnrdre  men  • 

0  fals  murdere  rowkyng*  in  J)i  den  4416 

O  newe  Scariof  o .  newe  Genylofl 

ifals  dissimylour  o  greke  Symon 

J)af  brou^tesf  troye  al  vtterly  to  sorowe 

O  chauntelere  acursed  be  J)af  morowe  4420 

J>^f  J)ou  into  [fi]  3eer<J  flegh  from  ye  hemes 

Thow  were  ful  wel  ywarned  by  fi  dremes  [i««f2M] 

Thaf  ilka  day  was  perilous  to  pe 

Buf  ])af  .])af  god  a-fore  wote  mosf  ncdes  be  4424 

Aftere  J)e  opynyon  of  certeyn  clerkes 

Wittnesse  of  hym  f  af  eny  clerk  es 

Thaf  in  scole  [is]  grete  altercacioft 

In  )>is  mater  and  grete  disputacion  4428 

And  haj  bene  of  an  C.  thousand  men  / 

Buf  I  ne  can[not]  bulf  it  to  Je  brenne 

As  can  Jje  holy  doctour  augustyne 

Or  boys  or  fe  Bisshop  Bradwardyne  4432 

Whedere  faf  goddys  wille  a-fore  wetyng* 

StreyneJ)  me  nedely  forto  doon  a  J>ing« 

Nedely  clepe  I  symple  necessite 

Or  cllis  3if  f  e  free  chois  be  grrmnted  mfe  4436 
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To  do  jNif  same  ^mff  or  do  if  noujt*  * 

Thou^e  god  forwote  if  er  if  was  wioujf 

Er  of  his  wetyng*  streyne))  neuer  a  dele 

Bat  by  necessite  condicionele  4440 

I  wil  nof  haue  to  done  of  sucli  maters 

My  tale  is  of  a  cokke  as  30  shullen  here 

Thaf  toke  his  counsaile  of  his  wif  with  sorowe 

To  walken  in  pe  jeeide  ypon  )»e  morowe  4444 

Thaf  he  had  mette  fe  dreme  )>af  I  3on  tolde 

'W'omm[an]es  counsaile  is  ful  ofbe  colde 

'Womin[an]es  counsaile  broujf  vs  firsf  to  woo 

And  made  Adam  &om  paradys  to  goo  .  4448 

Ther  he  was  ful  mery  an  wel  at  ese 

But  for  I  note  whom  I  my3t  displese 

If  I  counsaile  of  wommen  wold  blame 

Passe  ouere  for  I  seide  if  in  my  game  4452 

Bedo  awters  wher  pei  trete  of  such  matere 

And  whaf  Jei  seyne  of  wommen  here 

Thise  bene  fe  cokkes  wordes  and  not  myne 

I  can  no  harme  of  no  womman  devyne  4456 

ffaire  in  ]>e  sonde  to  bath  hur  merely 

lith  pertelote  and  al  hur6  susters  bye 

A3einsf  pQ  sonne  and  chauntelere  so  fre 

Songe  meryer  pan  fe  meermaiden  in  fe  See         D«af2M>teck] 

flfor  phisialogus  saij?  witterly  4461 

How  Jjaf  Jjei  syngen  wel  and  merely 

And  so  byfelle  as  he  casf  his  ye 

Amonges  Je  wortes  vppon  a  botterflie  4464 

He  was  war  of  this  fox  faf  lay  ful  lowe 

No  pmgQ  ne  lusf  hym  fan  for  to  crowe 

Buf  cries  anon  cok*  cok<  and  vp  he  sterte 

As  a  man  |)af  was  affraied  in  his  hcrte  4468 

ifor  naturally  a  beesf  desirep  to  flee 

fro  his  contrarie  if  he  may  it  See 

))0U3e  he  neuer  had  seye  if  erst  vriih  his  ye 

This  chauntelere  whan  he  hjm  gan  aspie  4472 
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He  wold  baue  fledde  but*  ^at*  ^e  fox  anofl 

Saide  gentile  sii'  alias  what*  hast  }»ou  doll 

Bene  je  afifraied  of  me  }»af  am  ^ouie  fiende 

Certes  sii'  J^an  ben  je  vnhende  4476 

If  I  to  jou  wil  harme  or  vilanye 

I  am  not^  come  joui'  counsaile  to  aspie 

But*  trewly  fe  cause  of  my  comynge 

¥ras  oonly  to  barken  how  }»af  ^e  singe  4480 

ffor  trewly  je  ban  as  mery  a  steuen 

As  aungel  h&p  ^at*  is  in  heuen 

Ther-with  3e  ban  in  musike  more  felinge 

fan  bad  boys  or  eny  j^af  can  synge  4484 

My  lorde  ^oui'  fadere  god  his  saule  blisse 

And  eke  joure  modere  and  bui'  gentilnesse 

Han  in  myn  hous  bene  to  30U  grete  ese 

And  Certes  sii*  ri3f  fain  wold  I  jou  plese  4488 

But*  for  men  speken  of  syngynge  I  wil  seye 

So  mot*  I  brouke  myn  eien  tweye 

Sauf  30  I  ne  herd  neuor  man  so  synge 

As  did  3oure  fader  in  fe  momynge  4492 

Certes  if  was  of  hert*  al  paV  he  songe 

And  forto  make  his  vois  ]>e  more  stronge 

He  wold  so  peyn  hym  ^t  wi]>  both  bis  yen 

He  most*  wynke  so  loude  he  did  crien  4496 

And  stonden  on  bis  typtoon  ^erwi]>al* 

And  streccha  torp  bis  nek*  longe  and  smaM  a^f »»] 

And  eke  he  was  of  sucb  discreciofi 

That*  ]»er  nas  no  man  in  no  regiofi  4500 

That*  him  in  songe  or  wisdom  my3f  passe 

I  baue  wel  red  daun  Bumel  }»er  as 

Amonge  bis  vers  per  was  a  cok* 

[That]  ffor  a  preestes  sone  ^aue  hym  a  knok*  4504 

Vpon  his  legge  whiles  he  was  jonge  and  nyce 

He  made  hym  forto  lese  bis  benefice 

But*  certeyn  Jer  nys  noon  comparisofi 

Bytwix  fe  wisdom  and  discrecioil  4508 
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Of  jonre  fadere  and  of  liis  subtilite 

ISiow  syngef  sir*  for  seinf  charite 

Lat*  see  conne  jo  30ure  fadere  countrefete 

This  Chauntelere  his  wenges  gan  to  bete  4512 

As  man  paif  coude  nat*  his  tresofi  aspie 

So  was  he  ranessed  wip  his  flaterye 

Alias  je  lordes  mony  a  fals  flatour 

Is  in  jour  court*  and  mony  a  losengoui'  4516 

That"  plesen  jou  more  by  my  feij? 

That*  he  fat*  sojjfastnesse  vnto  30"  seif  . 

Eedejy  Ecclesiastre  of  flaterye 

BeJ)  ware  je  lordes  of  her  trecherye  4520 

This  Chaunteclere  stood  high  ypon  his  toos 

Strecchinge  his  nek  and  held  his  eien  cloos 

And  gan  to  crowe  loude  for  ])e  nones. 

And  daun  Eussel  sterf  yp  al  at*  ones  4524 

Ajid  by  pe  Gai^aige  hent*  Chaunteclere 

And  on  his  bak  towar($  the  wood  hym  bero 

fPor  jit*  was  ther  no  man  hym  swed 

O  Destany  J?at*  maist*  not*  bene  eschewecJ  4528 

Alias  fat*  chaunteclere  fel  fro  ]>e  hemes 

Alias  his  wif  ne  roujt*  not*  of  dremes 

And  on  a  friday  felle  all  pia  meschaunce 

O  Venus  faf  art*  goddes  of  plesaunce  4532 

Sif ens  fat*  pi  s^ruaunte  was  f is  chaunteclere 

And  in  f  i  seruise  did  al  his  powere 

More  for  delif  fan  fe  world  to  multiplie 

Wlii  woldest*  f  ou  suflfre  on  f  i  day  to  dye  poaf  865,  back] 

0  Gaufrede  dere  maistere  souereyft  4537 

J3at*  whan  fe  worfi  kinge  Eichardf  was  sclayiL 

Wif  shot*  compleyndesf  his  def  so  sore 

"Whi  ne  had  I  nowe  fi  sentence  and  fi  lore  4510 

pQ  ffriday  forto  chide  as  did  je 

ffor  on  a  friday  shortely  sclayne  was  he 

J3an  wolde  I  shewe  howe  fat*  I  coude  playne 

ffor  chaunteclere  and  for  his  peyne  4544 
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Certus  SUC&  crye  ne  lamentacion 

-waa  of  ladies  made  whan  fa,V  Byon 

Was  wonne .  and  piinis  with  his  8trei3f  awetd 

Whan  he  henf  king*  Prian  by  J)e  beercl  4548 

And  sclayn  hym  as  seide  Enneidos 

As  maden  all  j)e  hennes  in  fe  cloos 

Whan  j^ei  had  seie  of  chauntecleie  J^o  si^t* 

Buf  souereyn  dame  pcrtelote  shrijt*  4562 

wel  lodder  j^an  did  Hasdrubaldes  wifi 

whan  j^af  her  husbonde  had  lost*  his  lif* 

And  ]»af  pe  romaynes  had  brenf  Cartage 

She  was  so  ful  of  torment*  and  of  Bage  4556 

Thaf  wilfully  into  J?e  fire  she  stert* 

And  brenf  her  self  wi]>  a  stedfSasf  hert* 

O  wooful  hennys  ri^f  so  cnden  ^e 

As  whan  J)af  Nero  brenf  fe  Cite  4560 

Of  Eome  criden  j^e  Cenatot/rs  wyues 

ffor  j^af  her  husbondes  shulden  lese  her  lynes 

wiJ>-outen  Gilf  [f is]  Nero  haj)  hem  sclayn 

Now  wil  I  tume  to  my  tale  ajein  4564 

This  sely  widowe  and  hxae  doubters  two 

Ilerden  ])e  hennys  crien  and  make  woo 

And  ouf  atte  door  sterten  ]>ei  anoon 

And  segh  ]»e  fox  towarcl  fe  grone  goon  4568 

And  bare  on  his  bak  ^e  Cok  away 

They  criden  ouf  and  harawe  and  welaway 

A  ha  j^e  fox  and  aftei^  hym  |>ei  ran 

And  eke  wi]>  staues  mony  an  oper  man  4572 

Ban  CoH  our  dogge .  talbot  and  Garlonde 

And  Malkyn  wij^  her  dystaf  in  hure  honde  p«if  sm] 

Ban  cowe  and  calf  and  eke  the  Terrey  hogges 

Sore  afferd  for  berking*  of  dogges  4576 

And  shetinge  of  men  and  woTnmen  eke 

fei  ronne  so  j)eire  hertes  J^ei  pon^i^  to  brcke 

fei  jelden  as  fecndes  dofk  in  helle 

The  dogges  criden  as  men  wold  hem  quelle  4580 
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Out*  of  the  hynes  come  ]»e  swarme  of  bees 

The  gees  for  fere  flowen  in  )»e  trees 

So  hidous  was  the  noise  .0  ben^idte 

Certos  he  lak*  strawe  and  his  mayne  4584 

Ne  made  neuer  showtes  half  so  shrille 

whan  ^af  fei  wolde  enj  flemmyng  kille 

As  ^f  ilk*  day  was  made  vpon  fe  fox 

Of  bras  ^i  brotfjt*  hemes  and  of  box  4588 

Of  horn  and  boon  in  whicll  j^el  pouped 

And  ferwiyai  pei  schrited  and  showted« 

It  semed  as  }»af  heuene  shulde  foll^ 

Kow  good  I  prey  jou  harkene^  alld  4592 

Lo  how  fortune  tume}»  sodeynly 

The  hope  and  eke  pride  of  her  enyie 

This  cok/  ^af  lay  vppon  the  fox  bak* 

In  al  his  drede  ynto  }»e  fox  spak^  4596 

And  saide  Sire  if  I  were  as  je 

3it*  shnld  I  say  as  wis  god  heipe  me 

Tome  i^eine  }e  proude  cherles  alia 

A  verrey  pestilence  vppon  30U  falla  4600 

Nowe  am  I  come  vnto  }»is  wodys  side 

Maugre  jonre  hede  }»e  cok  shal  here  abide 

I  wol  hym  ete  in  feijy  and  ^at*  anofi 

The  fox  answerde  in  faip  if  shal  be  don  4604 

And  [as]  he  spak*  fat  worde  al  sodeynly 

This  Cok*  brak  from  his  mou^  delynerly 

And  high  vppon  a  tree  he  flegh  anon 

And  whan  fe  fox  segh  }»af  he  was  gofi  4608 

Alias  quod  he  0  chauntelere  alias 

I  haue  quod  he  done  to  30U  trespas 

In  as  moch  as  I  made  ;ou  aferd 

Whan  I  )ou  henf  and  broujt*  out*  of  ^e  jerde      pMraoi^bM^a 

But*  sire  I  did  it*  not*  in  no  wicked  entenf  4613 

Gomme^  doune  and  I  shal  telle  30U  what*  I  ment* 

I  shal  saie  soj^  god  helpe  me  soo 

Nay  fdn  quod  he  I  schrewe  vs  bo}»  twoo  4616 
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And  first*  I  schrewe  my  self  bo]»  blood  and  lx)nes 

3if  ^ou  bigile  me  ofter  ^an  ones 

Thow  shalf  no  more  wip  fi  ilaterie 

Do  me  Bwynk*  and  wink*  vrif  myn  ye  4620 

£for  he  }»af  wynkef  whan  he  shuld  see 

As  msly  god  lat*  hym  neuer  J^ee 

Kay  quod  fe  fox  god  jene  hym  meschaunce 

That^  is  so  vndisciete  of  gouemaunce  4624 

That*  langele^  whan  he  shuld  haue  pees 

Loo  such  is  forto  be  rechelees 

And  necligent*  and  trustejy  on  flaterie 

Buf  }e  ^af  holden  j^is  foly  4G28 

As  of  a  Cok*  of  a  fox  and  of  an  henne 

Takejy  ])e  Moialite  good  men* 

ffor  seinf  poule  sei])  al  })af  writen  is 

To  our  dodiine  it*  is  writen  ywis  /  4632 

Take^  fe  fruyte  and  lat*  fe  chaf  be  stiUe 

Nowe  good  god  if  it^  be  ^i  wille 

As  sei^  my  loide  so  make  ys  aH  good  men 

And  brings  vs  al  to  his  blisse  Amen .  4636 

Thus  ende])  ^  preestes  tale 
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And  ))IL8  Em  ie^t  A  AocXr] 

bygynnes  pe  manciples  tale . 

F^te  )e  nof  whoie  stonf  a  litel  toune  V  The  pr ologe/ 
Whicfi  faf  is  cleped  bob  vp  and  doune 
Vnder  fe  blee  in  Caunterbery  ways 
Ther  gan  our  booste  to  lape  and  playe  4 

And  saide  Sines  donnd  is  in  j^e  myre 
Is  )^er  no  man  for  preiere  ne  for  byre 
Tbaf  wil  awake  our  f elawe  bebinde 
A  tbeef  my3l^  bym  robbe  and  bynde ;  8 

Se  bowe  be  nappejy  for  goddys  bones . 
Awaite  be  wil  falle  from  bis  bors  at*  ones 
Tbis  is  a  coke  of  london  wijy  mescbaunce 
Do  bym  come  forp  be  knowej)  bis  penaunce     Vmtw}     12 
ffor  be  sbal  teUe  a  tale  be  my  fay 
Al  J^oi^e  if  be  naf  wort&  a  botel  of  bay 
Awake  fou  coke  god  jeue  J>e  Sorowe 
Whaf  aile])  pe  to  slepe  so  by  fe  morowci'  16 

Hast*  fovL  bad  fleen  to  ny^f  or  ^ou  art*  dronke 
Or  basf  j^ou  al  ny^t*  ynf  som  queue  yswonko' 
So  ^af  j^ou  maisf  not*  bolde  yp  ^ine  bede 
Tbis  Coke  j^af  was  [ful]  pale  and  no  ))iDg«  rede  20 

Saide  to  cure  boosts  so  god  me  blesse 
As  j^er  is  bolden  on  me  suc&  beuynesse 
Tbat  I  not*  wbeder  me  were  leuer  sclepe 
Tban  ])e  best*  Galon  wyne  in  cbepe  2i 
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wel  quod  fe  manciple  it*  wil  done  ese  25 

To  j^e  Sii'  Coke  and  to  no  wijf  mysplese 

whiche  J^ati<  riden  in  j^is  company 

}»at*  800  our  hoosf  wil  of  his  curtesy  28 

I  wil  as  nowe  excuse  pe  of  ^i  tale 

fibr  in  good  fay  j^i  visage  is  ri}^  polo 

^ine  eyen  dasen  as  me  ]>enke}» 

And  wel  I  woof  ])i  bret&  sore  stynkej)  32 

Thaf  shewe])  po\i  nart  nof  wel  disposed . 

Of  me  certaine  ])ou  shalt*  nof  bene  glosed . 

See  howe  he  goleth  j^is  dronken  wi3f 

As  j^owe  he  wolde  swoune  anoil  ri3f  36 

Hold  cloos  j^i  mouj^e  man  by  fi  fader  kyn 

The  deuel  of  helle  sette  his  foote  perJn . 

Thy  cursed  breeth  wil  affecte  vs  alia 

ffy  stynkinge  hogge  foule  mof  j^e  byfalla  40 

Kow  take])  hede  sirs  of  j^is  lusty  man 

Kow  swete  sir  wil  ye  lusf  af  ]>e  fan 

Therto  me  J^enke])  30  be  wel  yshape 

U  I  trowe  30  han  di'onken  wyne  grape  41 

And  fai  is  whan  men  pley  wtt/2  a  strawe 

And  wi])  ^is  speche  ]>e  coke  wex  al  wrawe 

[And  on  the  Maunciple .  gan  to  nodde  fesf    gj^^- "  ^  ^ 

ffor  lak*  of  speche .  and  downe  the  hors  hym  cast*  48 

AVhere  as  he  lay  til  that*  men  hym  vptoke 

This  was  a  faire  cheuache .  of*  a  cooke 

Alias  that*  he  nad .  hold  hym  bi  his  ladiHf 

And  or  thaf  he  ageyn .  were  in  his  sadiH]  52 

Ther  was  grete  schovuyng*  to  and  froo 

To  liff  hym  up  and  mykel  care  aiid  woo 

So  ynweldy  was  ]>is  appalled  goosf 

And  to  ^e  manciple  j^an  speke  our  hoosf     [iMfier.tack]    56 

By  cause  dnnk*  hab  DominacioH 

Yppon  ]>is  man  by  my  sauaciofi 

I  trowe  he  wolde  lewdely  telle  his  tale 

ffor  were  if  wyne  or  ellis  moysf  ale  CO 

PETWOttTH  603  (6-T.  677) 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


8IX-TEXT  578 

OBOUP  E.  §  1.  manciple's  head-link.  Fetworth  MS. 

That*  he  h&p  dronken  he  speke^  i?)  his  nose  61 

And  galpe])  fast*  aud  eke  he  ha]>  ]>e  pose 

He  hajy  also  to  doo  more  pasi.  ynpgtL 

To  kepe  hym  and  his  capel  out*  of  y  sdou^gti  64 

And  if  he  falle  fro  his  capel  eft*  sone 

Than  shal  we  aHe  haue  ynogh  to  done 

In  liftiage  yp  of  his  heny  corps 

Telle  on  j^i  tale  of  hym  make  I  no  force  68 

But*  nowe  Maunciple  in  fei]>  ]>oa  art*  to  nyce 

Thus  openly  to  repreue  hy  w  of  his  vice 

Anoper  day  he  wil  peraaenture 

Eecleyme  fe  and  bringe  fe  to  lore  72 

I  mene  he  speke  wold  of  smale  ^ingge^ 

As  forto  pynchen  af  }»i  rekenyngge^ 

That"  were  not*  honest*  jif  it  come  to  preef" 

Kowe  quod  the  maunciple  ^at*  were  a  gref  mescheef       76 

So  my^t*  he  bringe  me  in  ]>e  snare 

Jit*  had  I  leuer  paien  for  fe  mare 

Which  he  rif  vpon  }»an  he  shuld  -with  me  strive 

I  wil  not*  wrej)  hym  as  mof  I  Jjrive  80 

what*  j^af  I  spak  I  saide  it*  in  my  bourde 

And  wote  ^e  what*  I  haue  here  in  a  gourde 

A  diaujf  of  wyne  je  of  a  ripe  grape 

And  rijf  anoon  je  shul  se  a  good  lape  .  84 

This  Coke  shal  drynk*  ferof  jif  ^at  I  may 

Vp  peyne  of  dej)  he  wil  naf  say  me  nay 

And  certeynly  to  tellen  as  it  was 

Of  ])is  vessel  pe  Coke  dronk*  fast*  alas  88 

What*  nede^  hit^  he  dronk*  ynouje  to-fom 

And  whan  he  had  poped  in  his  horn 

To  pe  Manciple  he  toke  pe  gourde  ageyn 

And  of  pat*  drinke  )»e  Coke  was  wonder  feyfi  92 

And  J^onked  hym  in  such  wise  as  he  coudo 

Than  gan  oure  boost*  to  laughen  wondere  loude         peaf  ks] 

And  saide  I  see  wel  if  is  necessarie 

Where  pat*  we  goon  good  drink*  wij)  vs  to  carie      .        96 
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ffor  j^at*  wil  turne  lanconr  and  dissese  97 

To  pees  and  loue  and  monj  a  wionge  to  sese 

0  Bachns  blessed  be  pi  name 

That*  80  can  tame  emesf  into  game  100 

Worship  and  ^nk*  be  ynto  ^ 

ffor  of  ^is  matere  je  gete  no  more  of  me 

Telle  on  ]K>a  manciple  I  fe  pray 

Wei  sii'  quod  he  now  herkene}»  what*  I  say  104 

%  Thus  6nde>  >e  prologe  of  >e  Xanoiple 
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IT  The  Tale. f;. 
And  here  bygynnep  >e  xnaneiple  bis  tale  [m  im^rvm} 

W  J  Han  Phebas  dwelt*  here  in  Jis  erfe  adoun        105 

m/m/     As  olde  bokes  maken  menciottn 
f   T      He  was  J)e  most"  lusty  bachilere 
Of  al  pis  world  and  eke  )»e  besf  archero  108 

He  sdougb  Phiton  pe  serpent*  as  be  lay 
Scleping*  ajeinst*  fe  sonne  vpon  a  day 
And  mony  a  noper  worpi  noble  dede 

He  wij)  bis  bowe  wrou3t*  as  men  may  rede  112 

Pleien  be  coude  on  euery  mynstralcie 
And  syngen  pat*  it*  was  a  melodye 
To  barken  of  bis  cleerd  voys  pe  soon 

Certes  fe  kynge  of  Thebes  Ampbioon  1 IG 

That*  wij)  hys  syngging*  walled  ]»at*  cite 
Coude  neuere  synge  half  so  wel  as  he 
Therto  he  was  j^e  scmeliesf  man 

That*  is  or  was  sip  pe  worl<J  bygan .  '  120 

What*  nedep  it*  lb  fetures  to  discrive 
ffor  in  pis  worl()  was  noon  so  faire  alyue 
He  was  per-with  fulfilled  of  gentilnesse 
Of  honure  and  of  parfit*  worpinesse  1 24 

This  Phebus  pat*  was  floui*  of  bacbelerie 
As  wel  in  firedom  as  in  Chiualrie 
ffor  disport*  and  in  signe  eke  of  yictorio 
Of  Pheton  so  as  tellep  vs  pe  storie  128 

was  wont*  to  beren  in  his  bonde  a  bowe 
Now  hap  pis  Phebus  in  his  hows  a  crowe  poaf  «p) 

Wbi(A  in  a  Cage  be  fostred  mony  a  day 
And  tau3f  it*  to  speke  as  men  doon  a  laye  132 
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White  was  J)is  crowe  as  is  a  white  swan  133 

And  countrefeted  ^e  speche  of  eueiy  man 

He  cowde  whan,  he  shuld  telle  a  tale 

Ther-wiJ?  in  al  ]»is  londe  fer  nys  no  ny^tyngale  13G 

Thaf  cowde  hy  an  hundred  thousan  dele 

Synge  so  mery  and  eke  so  wel 

Kow  had  j^is  phebus  in  his  hous  a  wif 

Which  }»at*  he  loaed  more  fan  his  owne  lif*  1 40 

And  nyghf  and  day  did  euer  diligence 

Her  for  to  plese  and  done  reuerence 

Sauf  oonly  jif  I  j^e  so]>  shal  sayn 

lalous  he  was  and  wold  haue  kept*  hurc  fay&  144 

ilor  hym  were  loj^e  liaped  forto  be 

And  so  euery  man  wold  in  such  degre 

Baf  al  for  iiau3f  for  if  availe))  nojf 

A  good  wif  f&if  is  clene  of  werk  and  poj^  148 

Shuld  not  be  kepte  in  noon  awaite  certoyft 

And  trewly  pQ  laboui*  is  in  veyfl 

To  kepe  a  schrewe  for  it*  wil  not*  bo 

This  hold  I  for  a  verrey  nycete  152 

To  spille  labour  forto  kepe  wyues 

Thus  writen  olde  clerkes  in  her  lyues 

But*  nowe  to  purpos  as  I  first*  bygan  * 

This  wor]>i  phebus  doo^  al  ^af  he  can/  156 

To  plesen  hure  wenyng*  by  such  plesaunce 

And  for  his  manhode  and  his  gouemaunce 

Thaf  no  man  shuld  haue  puf  hjm  from  hii'  grace 

Buf  god  if  wote  j^er  may  no  man  enbrace  160 

As  to  destroie  a  ))inge  which  paf  nature 

Ha}»  natnrelly  sette  in  a  creature 

Take  eny  bridde  and  puf  if  in  a  cage 

And  doo  al  j^ine  entenf  and  ^i  corage  164 

To  fostere  if  tenderly  wip  mete  and  drinks 

Of  a]l6  deyntise  paf  J^ou  cansf  by-]>enk' 

And  kepe  if  also  clenly  as  he  may 

Al  ^U3e  his  Cage  of  gold  be  neuer  so  gay      Deaf  tnj      168 
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^if  ha^  ])is  brid  by  twenty  ]K)ii8and  fold  169 

Leuer  in  a  forest*  J^at*  is  wilde  and  cold 

Goon  ete  woimes  and  suche  wiecchednesse 

flfor  euer  fis  bridde  wol  doon  his  bysynes  172 

To  escape  oaf  of  his  cage  if  he  may 

His  liberte  fe  bridde  desiiep  ay 

Laf  take  a  caf  and  fostre  hym  wel  with  mylk* 

And  tendeie  flesshe  and  make  his  couche  of  silk*  176 

And  laf  hym  seen  a  mous  goo  by  j^e  watt 

And  anoon  he  wayueth  mylk^  flessh  and  all 

And  euery  deynte  |)af  is  in  pe  hous 

Suche  appetif  h&p  he  to  ete  a  mous  180 

Lo  heie  h&p  losf  his  domynacion 

And  appetif  fleme^  discrecion 

As  fQ  wolf  hajy  also  a  vileyns  kynde 

The  lewdesf  wolf  ^af  she  may  fynde  184 

Or  leesf  of  reputacioll  j^af  wil  i^e  take 

In  tyme  whan  hur  lusf  to  haue  a  make 

Alle  ])ise  ensamples  speke  I.  by  ^ise  men 

Thaf  bene  yntrewe  and  no  ping*  by  wommen  188 

ffor  men  ban  euer  a  likerous  appetif 

On  lower  ping*  to  performe  her  delite 

Than  on  her  wyues  bene  pei  neuere  so  faire 

Ke  neuere  so  trewe  ne  so  deboiudie  192 

filesshe  is  so  newefongel  wip  meschaunce 

Thaf  we  ne  konne  no  pinge  ban  plesauuce 

Thaf  sownep  in  vertue  eny  while 

This  Fhebus  which  paf  pou3f  vpon  no  gile  196 

Deceyued  was  for  al  his  lolite 

ffor  vnder  hym  anoper  had  she 

A  man  of  litel  reputacion 

Nof  worj)  to  phebus  in  comparisofl  200 

The  more  harme  is  if  happep  off  soo 

Of  whoch  per  commeth  mochel  harme  and  woo 

And  so  byfelle  whan  phebus  was  absenf 

His  wif  anoon  hap  for  her  lemman  senf  204 
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Here  lemman  certes  ]>iB  is  a  knanyssli  speche  205 

ffoijeuej)  if  me  and  yaV  I  30U  biBeche  Dm^  f60,  bMk] 

The  wise  Plato  seij^  as  je  may  ^rede  [}Anthm%ndt] 

f«  WokI  mot*  nedes  accoide  wif  fe  dede  208 

3if  men  glial  telle  proprelj  a  j^inge 

The  woide  mof  Cosjn  be  to  j)e  workinge 

I  am  a  boistous  man  rijf  ^ub  say  I 

Ther  nys  no  difference  trewly  212 

Bitwix  a  wif  j^af  is  of  hie  degre 

3if  of  her  body  dishonesf  she  be 

And  a  poor  wencbe  o^er  fao.  fia 

3if  it*  so  be  pei  wirk  bo]»  amys  216 

Buf  paif  fe  gentile  is  in  state  aboue 

She  shal  be  cleped  his  lady  as  in  lone 

And  for  paV  ofer  is  a  poor  womman 

She  shal  be  cleped  his  wench  and  his  lemman .  220 

And  god  if  woote  myn  owne  der  brofer 

Men  sayn  )>af  oon  littL  as  lowe  as  dojy  J^af  oper 

Eijf  80  bitwix  a  titles  tyraunf 

And  an  houlaw^  and  a  ^eef  erraunf  c*  or  honuw]        22  i 

The  same  I  say  ])er  nys  no  difference 

To  Alisaunder  was  tolde  ]>af  sentence 

Thaf  for  pe  tyraunf  is  of  gretcre  my3f 

By  force  of  mayne  for  sclen  doun  rijf  228 

And  brennen  hous  and  home  and  make  al  playfl 

Lo  perfore  is  cleped  a  Capitayfi 

And  for  j^e  outlaw  ha^  buf  smal  mayne 

And  may  not  doon  so  grete  an  harme  as  he  232 

Ne  bringe  a  centre  to  so  grete  meschief 

Men  clepen  hym  an  outlay  or  a  ^eef* 

Buf  for  I  am  a  man  nof  texf  wel 

I  wil  nof  telle  of  Titus  neuer  a  dele  236 

I  wil  go  to  my  tale  as  I  byganne 

Whan  phebus  [wif]  had  senf  for  her  lemman 

Anoon  |)ei  wroujten  al  her  lusf  yolage 

This  white  crowe  ^af  henge  ay  in  ]»e  cage  210 
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Bihelde  her  werk*  and  saide  nener  a  word  241 

And  whan  p&if  home  was  come  Phebus  fe  lord 

^is  ciowe  songe  Cokkow .  cokkow .  Cukkowe 

What*  brid  quod  phebus  what*  songe  singesf  thowe  Deaf  ito] 

Ne  were  pon  wonte  so  merely  to  synge 

Thaf  to  myn  hert*  it*  was  a  leioysinge 

To  here  ^i  vois  alias  what*  songe  is  pis 

By  god  quod  he  I  synge  naf  a  mys  2iS 

Phebus  quod  he  for  al  fi  worj^inesse 

ffor  al  ])i  bewte  and  j^i  gentilnesse 

ffor  al  fi  songe  and  al  fi  mynstralcye 

ffor  al  fi  waytinge  blered  is  pine  ye  252 

WiJ)  oon  of  litel  reputacion 

Noujt*  worp  to  pe  as  in  comparison 

The  mountaunce  of  a  gnatte  so  mote  I  thryue 

ffor  on  pi  bed  pi  wiff*  I  segh  hywi  swyve  256 

What*  wil  }e  more  pe  crawe  anoon  hym  tolda 

By  sad  tokens  and  by  wordes  bold^ 

How  pat*  his  wif*  had  doon  her  leccherie 

Hym  to  grete  shame  and  to  gref  vilenye  260 

And  tolde  hym  oft*  he  segh  it*  wip  his  eyen 

This  Phebus  gan  awaiward  forto  wryen ./ 

Hym  poujt*  his  sorowful  herf  brasf  atwoo 

His  bowe  he  bent*  and  sette  per-Inne  a  floe  264 

And  in  his  Ire  hap  he  his  wif  sclaySl 

This  is  peffecte  per  nys  no  more  to  sayii 

ffor  sorowe  of  whic&  he  brak*  his  mynstralcie 

.Bop  harpe  and  lute  •  gitem  *  and  sawtrie  268 

And  eke  he  brak*  his  harowes  and  his  bowe 

And  after  pat*  pus  speke  he  to  pe  crowe 

Traitour  quod  he  wip  tunge  of  scorpion 

Thou  hast/  me  broujt*  to  my  confusioa  273 

Alias  pat*  I  was  wroujt*  why  ner  I  dede 

0  dere  wiff  o.  gemme  of  lustihede 

pat*  were  to  me  so  sad  and  eke  so  trewe 

Now  liest*  pou  dede  wip  face  pale  of  hwe  276 
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fful  giltles  J)at  durst*  I  swere  ywis 
0  Eakel  hounde  to  doon  so  foule  amys 
0  trouble  witte  .o.  yre  rechelees 
Thaf  vnavised  smytesf  giltlees 
O  wan-tresf  ful  of  fals  suspecion 
"Wher  was  Ji  witf  and  fi  discreciofl 

0  euery  man  be  war  of  lecbelesnesse 

Ne  trow  no  ])ingo  wi]H>ut'  strong*  witnesse 

Smyte  not*  to  sone  er  Jow  wif  why 

And  be  avised  wel  and  soberly 

£r  3e  doon  eny  execution 

Vppon  30ure  Ire  for  suspecion 

Alias  an  Mt.  folk*  han  rakel  yre 

flfuUy  fordoon  or  broujf  bem  in  fe  myre 

Alias  for  sorowe  I  wil  my  self  scle 

And  to  ])e  Crawe  o*  fals  peei  saide  be 

1  wil  j^e  qwite  anoon  pi  fals  tale 
Tbow  songe  wbilom  like  a  ny^tyngale 
Now  sbalt*  fovL  fals  j^eef  ^i  songe  forgone 
Eke  ]>i  white  fetheres  euerechone 

Ne  neuer  in  al  ])i  lif  shalf  ])ou  speke 

Thus  shal  men  on  a  traitour  ben  y  wreke 

Thowe  and  ^ine  ospringe  euer  shul  be  blake 

Ne  neuer  swete  noys  shul  ^e  make 

But*  euer  crie  j^einst*  tempest*  and  reyne 

In  tokenynge  fat*  ])orgh  f e  my  wif  is  scleyn) 

And  to  j)e  crowe  he  stert*  and  fat*  anona 

And  pulled  his  white  fef  eres  euerechone 

And  made  hym  blak*  and  raft  hym  al  his  songe 

And  eke  his  speche  and  out*  atte  dore  hym  sclonge 

Vnto  fe  deuel  to  whoom  I  hywi  bitake 

And  for  f  is  cans  bene  al[le]  crowes  blake 

Lordyngges  by  J)is  ensample  I  jou  preie 

f  BeJ)  war  and  takef  kepe  what*  fat*  je  seie 

Ne  teUef  neuer  no  man  ^oure  liff* 

IIow  fat*  anof er  man  haf  di3t*  ft  wiff 
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He  wil  ^ou  hate  mortelly  certayn  313 

Daxin  Salomon  as  wise  clerkes  sayn 

Tecbe)»  a  man  to  kepe  his  tiinge  wel 

But*  as  I  seide  I  am  not*  text*  wel  316 

Bat*  na)>elees  )»U8  taujt*  me  my  dame 

My  sone  )»enk*  on  pe  crowe  a  goddys  name 

My  sone  kepe  wel  })i  tunge  and  kepe  )»i  frende 

A  wicked  tunge  is  wors  })an  a  feende  [iMf  snj  320 

My  sone  firom  a  feende  men  may  hem  blisse 

My  sone  god  of  hise  endelees  goodnesse 

Walled  a  tunge  vrip  tee])  and  lippes  eke 

fPoT  man  shuld  hym  avise  what*  he  speke  324 

My  sone  ful  oft*  for  to  mochel  speche 

Ha])  mony  a  man  be  spilt*  as  clerkes  teche 

But*  for  litel  speche  avisely 

Is  no  man  shent*  to  speke  generally  326 

My  sone  fi  tunge  shuldest*  fou.  restreyik 

Atf  al  tyme  but*  whan  ])0U  dost*  )»i  peyn 

To  speke  of  god  in  honure  and  preiere 

The  fursf  vertue  sone  jif  ])&tt  wilt*  lere  332 

Is  to  restreyne  and  kepe  wel  ])i  tonge 

Thus  lemen  children  whan  ])ei  bene  3onge 

My  sone  of  moche  speking^  euel  avised 

Ther  lajsse  speking*  had  ynow  suffised  336 

Come])  moche  harme  pus  was  me  toldf  and  tau3t* 

In  mochel  speche  synne  wante])  nau3t< 

Woost*  fou  wherof  a  Kakel  tunge  Gemep 

Itijt*  as  a  swercl  forkutte])  and  for-kerueth  340 

An  arme  a  twoo  my  dere  sone  rijt*  soo 

A  tonge  kitte])  freTidship  al  a  twoo 

A  langlere  is  to  god  abhomynable 

Bede  Salomon  so  wise  and  honurable  344 

Bede  Dauid  and  his  Fsahnes .  rede  Senek* 

My  sone  speke  not*  but*  with  pi  hede  pon  bek* 

Dissimule  as  ])0u  were  deef  if  pa\f  pon  here 

A  langelere  speke  of  parilous  matere  348 
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)>e  fflemyng*  oeip  and  leme  it*  ^if  pe  list*  349 

That*  litel  langelinge  cause)»  mochl  ryst 

My  sone  jif  pou  no  wikked  word  hast*  seide 

The  ther  not*  drede  forto  be  hywreiede  352 

But*  he  ])at<  ha])  myssaide  I  dar  wel  sayfi 

He  may  by  no  way  clepe  his  word  agayfl 

)>ing*  )>at*  is  saide .  is  saide  and  for)>  if  go]) 

fouje  hym  repent*  or  be  he  neuer  so  looj  356 

He  is  his  pial  to  whom  )>at*  he  ha]>  saide 

A  taile  of  which  he  is  nowe  euel  a-payde  ci«af  271,  back] 

My  sone  be  war  and  be  not*  autour  newe 

Of  tydingges  whedere  ])ei  be  fals  or  trewe  360 

Where  so  yon  come  amonges  hie  or  lowe 

Kepe  wel  pi  tunge  and  )>enk*  ypon  pe  crowe  362 

%  yuM  ende])  pe  prologe  of  ^e  manoiple . 
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And  here  hjgYwief  >e  prologe  of  ^e  parsone  lon^iTh  bk} 

BY  ])at*  ]>e  manciple  had  his  tale  ended  1 

])e  Sonne  fro  ]>e  south  is  descended . 
So  lowe  J>at*  he  was  nau3t*  to  my  si^f 
Degrees  nt/ne  and  twenti^  as  of  hight*  D  msxxIx}  4 

Ten  of  fe  clok  if  was  so  as  I  gesse 
ffor  xj  foote  or  litel  more  or  lesse 
My  shadowe  was  at*  fUke  tyme  as  })er 
Of  suche  fete  as  my  leugthe  parted  were  8 

In  sex  foote  equal  of  proporcio& 
fer-wif  fe  moones  exaltacioft 
I  mene  libra  alway  gan  ascende 

Aa  we  were  entringe  at*  a  throppes  ende  1 2 

ffor  wif  our  hoost*  as  he  was  wont*  to  gye 
As  in  )>i8  caas  our  loly  companye 
Saide  in  piB  wise  lordyngs  euerechofi 
Now  lakke])  vs  no  tale  more  ]7af  oon  IG 

ffulfilled  is  my  sentence  and  my  degre 
Who  wil  nowe  telle  a  tale  lat*  see 
Almost*  fulfilled  is  myn  ordynat/nce 
I  prei  to  god  so  ^eue  hym  rijt*  good  chawnce  20 

That*  telle])  pia  tale  to  ys  lustely 
Sir'  preest*  quod  he  art*  ]>ou  a  vikarie 
Or  arf  thou  a  pcrsone  sei  J>e  sof  by  pi  feye 
Be  what*  J>ou  be  ne  breke  nat*  our  pleye  24 
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ffor  euery  man  sauf  })ou  ha}  told  his  tale  25 

Ynbocle  and  schewe  what<  is  in  ])i  male 

ffor  trewly  me  penkef  by  J>i  chere 

Thow  shuldesf  knet*  vp  wel  a  grete  matere  28 

Telle  V8  a  fable  anoon  for  Cokkea  bonys 

This  person  answercl  al  at*  onys 

J;)ow  getest*  fable  noon  ytold  for  me 

ffor  Poule  J>af  vrritep  vnto  Timothe-  pe»f«w]  32 

Eepreuen  hem  )»at<  waiven  so)»fastnes8e 

And  tellen  fables  and  such  wrechednesse 

Whi  shuld  I  shewen  draf  oaf  of  my  fesf 

Whan  I  may  shewe  whete  if  }a.if  me  lesf  36 

ffor  which  I  say  if  fa,if  pe  lust*  to  here 

Moialite  and  vertuous  matere 

And  )»an  ])at<  je  wil  3eue  me  audience 

I  wil  ful  fayne  af  cnstes  reuerence  40 

Poon  30U  plesaunce  leeful  as  I  can 

Buf  truste])  wel  I  am  a  so]?eren  man 

I  can  not*  gest* .  rum  ram .  ruf  by  lettei^ 

Ke  god  woote  Ryme  hold  I  but*  lite  better'  44 

And  )»erfore  if  30U  lust*  I  nyl  nat*  glose 

I  wil  )ou  telle  a  mery  tale  i^i  prose 

To  knytte  vp  al  )>is  feest*  and  make  an  ende 

And  Thesu.  for  his  grace  wit*  me  sende  48 

To  schew  30U  fe  way  in  fis  viage 

Of  ])ilk*  parfite  glorious  pilgrimage 

That*  hight*  len^^olem  celestial) 

And  if  je  vouchesauf  anofi  je  shaH  52 

Bygynne  vpon  my  tale  for  which  I  prey 

Telle  3our*  avis  I  can  no  better  seye 

But*  na]>elees  pis  meditacion 

I  putt*  aye  vnder  correccion  56 

Of  clerkes  for  I  am  not*  text*weH 

I  take  but*  )>e  sentence  truste]?  well 

Therfore  I  make  protestacioii 

That*  I  wil  stonde  to  correccioii  60 
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Ypon  fiB  wooid  we  han  assented  sone  61 

£foT  as  if  seined  if  was  forto  done 

To  enden  in  som  yertaons  sentence 

And  forto  jeue  hjm  space  and  audience  64 

And  bad  our  hoosf  he  shulde  to  hjm  seie 

]>af  aUe  we  to  telle  bis  taile  hjm  preye 

Oui^  hoosf  had  fe  wordes  for  vs  alle 

Sii^  preesf  quod  he  now  faire  mof  30U  byfall^  68 

Saj  whaf  30U  lusf  and  we  shullen  gladly  here 

And  wip  ^af  word  he  saide  in  pw  manere  DMf  t7t»  i»dt] 

Telle|»  quod  he  ^oure  meditacioun 

Buf  haste])  30U  ])e  sonne  wil  a-dotm  72 

Beo]>  fructuous  and  f&if  in  litel  space 

And  to  do  wel  god  sende  30U  his  grace .  74 

f  Thus  ende^  ^e  prologa  of  pe  persons  tale 
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THE  PABSON^S  TALE, 

A  TREATISE  ON  PENITENCE,  IN  3  PARTS : 

Part  I,  On  Penitenee,  and  its  1st  requisite  Contritiloa  (A)  (p. 

693-612). 
Part  II.  On  its  2nd  requisite,  Confession  (B)  (p.  612—679).    ^     . 
Part  III.  On  its  3rd  requisite,  Satisfaotion  (C)  (p.  679—684),  with 
the  Writer's  Leave-taking  and  Retractations  (p.  684-85). 


PAET  L  (p.  693—612). 
ON  PEKXTEKCE,  AND  ITS  1st  REQUISITE,  CONTBITIOV. 
Proem  on  Jeremiah  vi.  16.    The  Tale  is  to  he  on  Penitence  as  a  full 
nohle  waj  to  lead  folk  to  Christ,  and  ia  to  treat  of 
L  *what  IS  Penitence'  (p.  594). 
iL  '  whennes  it  is  cleped  Penitence '.  [noi  in  the  Tale.^ 
ill.  'in  how  manye  maneres  heen  the  acdoi^ns  or  werkynges  of 

Penitence '^  (p.  594-6). 
It.  'how  many  speces  ther  heen  of  Penitence '  (p.  695). 
V.  '  whiche  thynges  apertenen  and  hihouen  to  Penitence'  (p.  695— 

682 :  nearly  all.  Parts  I  and  III,  and  all  Part  II). 
Ti.  'whiche  thynges  destourben  Penitence'  (at  end  of  Part  III, 

p.  682)  fp.  593). 
i.  Penitenoe  aefined,  bjr  a.  St  Ambrose ;  b.  'som  doctour' ;  c,  the 
writer.    Its  requisites:  1.  bewailing  of  sins;  2.  purpose  to 
have  shrift,  to  do  satisfaction,  never  to  sin  again,  to  continue 
in  good  works  (p.  694). 
[ii.  not  given.] 

lit  The  3  actions  of  Penitenoe :  1.  Baptism  after  sin ;  2.  not  to  do 
deadly  sin  after  baptism ;  3.  not  thus  to  do  venial  sin  (p.  694-96). 
iv.  The  3  speces  or  kinos  of  Penitence :  1.  Solemn  (to  be  put  out  of 
church,  or  do  open  penance) ;  2.  Common  (to  go  naked  on  pil- 
grimage) ;  3.  Irivate  (^.  696). 
V.  The  3  necessities  or  requisites  for  Penitence  (p.  596—682) : 
A  Contrition  of  heart  (p.  596—612). 
B.  Confession  of  month  (Part  II,  p.  612—679). 
G.  Satisfsotion  (Part  III,  p.  67^-682). 

Penitence  avails  against  3  toings,  by  which  we  wrath  Christ  (p.  696). 
A.  Contrition  is  the  root  of  Penitence,  whose  stem  bears  branches 
and  leaves  of  Confession,  and  fniit  of  Satisfaction. 
Contrition  also  bears  a  seed  of  grace,  whose  heat  draws  men  to 

GKkL    (Simile  of  the  child  ana  his  murse's  milk.) 
Penance  is  the  tree  of  life  (p.  696). 
Four  Points  to  be  known  about  Contrition : 
1.  What  it  is ;  2.  the  causes  that  move  a  man  to  it ;  3.  how  to 
be  contrite :  4.  what  it  avails  the  soul  (p.  697). 
2.  The  6  Causes  that  should  move  a  man  to  Contrition : 
a.  Remembrance  of  Sins  (p.  697-8). 
h.  Whoso  does  sin  is  the  Thrall  of  Sin  (p.  698-99). 

c.  Dread  of  the  Day  of  Doom  and  the  Pains  of  Hell  (p.  59&— 604). 
These  described:  the  Doom  (p.  699-600);  JoVs  *lond  of 

mysese  and  of  derknesse'  (p.  600-1) ;  the  3  shames  in  hell 
against  (1) '  Honours,  (2)  deuces,  and  (3)  richesses'  (p.  611) ; 
poverty  in  4  thio^ :  no  treasure,  food,  clothing,  or  friends 
(p.  602) ;  and  no  delights  of  the  5  senses.  The  pain  shall  be 
eternal  (p.  603).  Hefl  is  orderless  (p.  603-4).  The  7  causes 
why  the  damnd  have  lost  all  hope  (p.  604). 

d.  Remembrance  of  the  good  works  weVe  left  undone,  and  the 

loss  of  the  ^ood  works  done  while  we  were  in  sin  (p.  604-6). 
Deadly  sin  wipes  out  all  good  works  formerly  done  (p.  605) ; 
and  no  good  works  can  be  done  in  deadly  sin  (p.  605-6). 
The  new  French  song,  J^ai  tout  perdu  mon  temps  (also 
quoted  in  Chaucer's  late  poem  of  Fortune), 
41  (for  pbtworth  607) 
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CONTENTS  OP  PARSON's  TALE.      PART  II. 

e.  Remembrance  of  Chrisf  8  suffering  for  our  sins  (p.  606).  In 
man's  sin.  every  ordinance  is  tumd  up-so-down  (p,  607)* 
For  this  disorder  Christ  sufferd  (p.  608). 

/.  The  hope  of  3  things :  1.  Forgiveness  of  Sins,  2.  the  Gift  of 
Qrace  to  do  weU,  3.  the  Qlory  of  Heaven  (p.  609). 

3.  How  to  be  contrite.    Contrition  must  be  universal  and  total: 

for  sins  of  thought,  for  desires  against  Qod!a  law,  for  wicked 
words  as  lyell  as  wicked  deeds  (p.  610).  Contrition  must  be 
angwishous  and  continual  (p.  609-11). 

4.  How  Contrition  helps  the  souL    It  sometimes  delivers  a  man 

from  sin:  defStroys  the  prison  of  hell:  cleanses  the  soul; 
changes  tne  son  of  Wrath  to  the  son  of  Grace  (p.  611-12). 

PAET  n  (no.  V.  continued). 

B.  COHFSSSIOV  (THE  2nd  REQUISITE  FOR  PENITEl^CE) 

(p.  612-679). 
B.  Confession.  (  1.  (L  317)  'what  is  confession'  (p.  612). 
{  2.  '  wheitner  it  oghte  nodes  be  doon  or  noon'  (p.  672-9^. 
{  3.  'whiche  thynges  been  couemikble  to  v«rray  Confession'  (p. 
674-79), 

CONFESSION,  §  1. 
1.  'Confesdon  is  verray  shewynge  of  synnes  to  the  preest' 
(L  318)  (p.  612).    We  must  understand  too 

a.  fl.  321)  ^whennes  that  svnnes  spryngen  *  (p.  612—15). 

b,  *how  tiiey  encreessen'  (p,  615-16;  672-7^. 
e.  'whiche  thev  been'  (p.  616—672). 

1.0.  Sin  sprang  from  tne  fall  of  Adam  (p.  612).    The  I^end  of 
Adam  and  Eve  told  (p.  613).  From  Adam  we  took  Origmal 
Sin,  and  were  bom  sons  of  eternal  danmation ;  but  Baptism 
rescues  us ;  though  we  keep  liability  to  temptation,  or  Con- 
cupiscence (p.  613-14). 
Coneupiscenoe,  or  the  nourishing  and  occasion  of  sin.    St  Paul 
and  St  Jerome's  temptations  (p.  614-15). 
1.6.  How  Sin  grows  in  a  man.    1.  bjr  Concupiscence;  2.  Subjec- 
tion to  the  Devil;  a  Hesitation;  4.  Doing,  the  Sin  be- 
coming Actual  (p.  615-16). 
I.e.  Sin  is  a.  venial,  jS.  deadly  (or  mortal). 

a.  1.  Venial  Sin  defined.    It  skips  mto  Deadly  Sin.    (SimOe 
of  the  drops  of  water  into  a  vessel's  hold  drowning 
the  ship ;)  (p.  616). 
/3.  1.  Deadly  &a  defined  (p.  617). 

a.  2.  Of  divers  small  venial  sins,  hardly  thought  sios  (p.  617- 
18) ;  eating,  drinking^  talking,  too  much ;  using  your 
wife  too  much ;  not  visiting  the  sick  (p.  617) ;  talking 
vanities  at  church,  &c.  (p.  618).    Cure  of  venial  sins 
by  love  to  Christ,  prayer,  confession,  good  works,  re- 
ceiving the  Sacrament  holy-water,  &c.  (p.  618). 
I.e.  p.  2.  The  Seven  Deadly  Sine.    The  Chieftains,  head  and 
spring,  of  all  other  Sins  (p.  619). 
i.  Pride  (p.  619-26),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  626-8). 
ii.  Envy  ft.  628-30),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  630-1). 
iii.  Ire  or  Anger  (p.  631-42),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  642-5). 
iv.  Accidie  or  Sloth  (Discontent,  Ennui)  (p.  645-49),  and 

its  Remedy  (p.  650-1). 
V.  Avarice  or  Covetousuess  (p.  651-7)>  and  its  Remedy 

(p.  657-8). 
vi.  Gluttony  (p.  658-9),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  660). 
vii.  Lechery  (p.  660-8),  and  its  Remedy  (p.  668-72). 
i.  Pridb  (p.  619—626).  Its  16  (and  more)  Twigs.  1.  Disobedience, 
2.  Boasting,  3.  Hypocrisy,  4.  Despite,  5.  Airo^ce  (p.  619), 
6.  Impudence,  7.  Swelling  of- Heart  (rejoicing  m  harm  done), 
8.  Insolence,  9.  Elation,  10.  Impatience,  11.  Contumacy,  12. 
(fOU  PliXWORTU  607  a) 
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PreBomption,  13.  Irreverence,  14.  Pertiimcity,  15.  Viun-glory, 
16.  Jangliog  (chattering). 
A  privateldna  of  pride  (the  Host's  Wife's  and  Wife  of  Bath's^), 

wanting  to  go  to  offering  first,  &c.  (p.  620). 
Two  kin£  of  Pride,  a.  '  within  man's  heart  \  b.  without ;  b.  bdng 
the  siffn  of  a., '  as  the  gave  leefsel  atte  Taveme  is  sign  of  the 
wp  tnat  is  in  the  Celer'*  (p.  620-21),  b.  outside  pride. 
a.  in  dear  clothing,  1.  superfluity  of  it:  its  co^t,  furring,  chisel- 
hdles,  dragging  in  the  dung,  waste  of  material  (p.  621),  un- 
fitness for  givmg  to  the  poor:  2.  scantness  of  it:  showing 
men's  privy  members,  ana  buttocks  (like  a  she-ape's  ramp), 
and  the  former  as  half-flayd,  in  parti-colourd  hose'.    Tne 
'outrageous  array  of  Women'  (p.  623). 
p.  in  horses  (p.  623),  and  vicious  grooms  to  tend  'em;  plate- 
harness.  £c. 
y,  in  household:  keeping  too  many  retuners  or  servants,  who 

oppress  the  poor  (p.  624). 
9.  in  table :  not  asking  the  poor  to  feasts ;  having  burning  and 
ornamented  dishes^;  too  costly  cups,  &c.,  and  too  cnoico 
minstrelsy  (p.  624). 
What  Pride  sins  are  deadly,  and  what  venial  (p.  624). 
The  Sources  of  Pride  (p.  624) :  ^oods  of  Nature,  Fortune,  Grace 
(p.  624).    The  Folly  of  Pride  m  any  of  these  goods  of  Nature : 
'  we  ben  alle  of  o  fader  and  of  o  mooder,  and  .  .  of  o  nature' ^ 
The  general  si^ns  of  GerUUness,    (The  flies  calld  'bees',  and 
their  stingless  king)  (p.  626) ;  3  gifte  of  Grace ;  3  of  Fortune. 
The  brittleness  of  popular  praise^  (p.  626). 
The  Remedy  against  Frtde, 
Humility  or  Meekness,  and  its  3  kinds :  in  1.  heart,  2.  mouth, 
3.  works.    4  kinds  of  each  of  these  (p.  626-27). 

iL  Envt  (p.  627-30) :  defined  by  the  Philosopher  and  St  Augustine. 
It  springs  from  Malice  (p.  627). 

Malice ;  2  kinds  of :  1.  hardness  of  heart,  or  recklessness ;  2,  op- 
posing truth  (p.  627). 

The  2  kinds  of  Envy  ^.  628} :  1.  sorrow  at  other  men's  prosper- 
itv ;  2.  joy  at  other  men's  narm :  whence  comes 

Backbiting ;  5  kinds  (p.  628) :  1.  praise  with  a  but  at  the  end;  2. 
turning  well-meant  things  upside  down  to  ill  ones ;  3.  lessening 
a  neighbour's  goodness:  4.  putting  one  man  above  another;  5. 
glad  hstening  to  scandal  (p.  628). 

Grudgmg  or  murmuring  (p.  628) :  1.  against  God  (p.  629) ;  2. 
Murmuring  from  avance,  3.  from  pride,  4.  from  envy ;  6.  among 
Servants,  who  say  'the  Devil's  Paternoster  6.  Murmuring 
from  ire  or  hate :  thence,  a.  Bitterness  of  Heart,  b.  Discord^ 
c.  Scorning;  d.  Accusing  (p.  629) ;  e.  Malignity  (p.  630). 
The  Bemedy  against  Envy  {p.  630-31). 

Love  of  Goa  and  one's  neighbour.  How  a  man  shall  love  his 
neighbour.  How  an  enemy  is  included  in  the  name  'neigh- 
bour' (p.  630).  3  Remedies  of  Love,  against  3  deeds  of  Hate 
(p.  631).  Love  is  the  medicine  that  casts  out  the  venom  of 
Envy  from  man's  heart  (p.  631). 

ill.  Ibb  or  AiTOXB  (p.  631-42),  and  its  2  kinds :  a,  good  Ire  or  Wrath 
(p.  632) ;  b,  wicked  Ire,  and  its  2  kinds :  sudden  ire,  and  ire 
ol  malice  aforethought  (p.  632-33). 
Three  Shrews  that  forge  m  the  Devil's  furnace:  Pride,  Envy, 
and  Gontomely  (p.  633). 

1  HdilM-Monk  Link,  B.  8  11 }  tnd  Gmeral  PTologa«,  A. 

*  Clunioer'i  ftther  no  doiibt  had  a  ilgn  oataidB  his  wW«hop  or  taTem  in  13iainai 


*  The  OQtopoken  and  tomewhat  ooane  tbiue  of  the  new  faihlona  in  dnee  is  a  snat 
duuige  ftx>in  Chaooer'a  admirable  Third-Perlod  chaff  of  the  inoiml  ehort-oomiiiffa  of 
the  monka  and  Man,  Ao^  in  the  Prologue  and  middle  Talea.  If  thia  ia  not  change  of 
man,  it'i  change  of  mood. 

•  Ghanoer  most  have  teen  plenty  of  these  when  he  was  paffe,  Taldt,  and  sqoire. 

f  Compare  Chanoer'B  ChnUen€$9,  Ac.       •  Cmajmn  Clerk^  Tale,  Part  VI,  st.  Uft. 

(fob  PBTWORTU   007^) 
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Wrath  takes  away  a  man's  wit  and  spiritual  life  (p.  634). 
Fruits  of  Wrath :  1.  Hate.   2.  War  and  wrong.   3.  Mimslaughter, 
a.  spiritual ;  b.  bodily  (p.  634). 
a.  The  3  kinds  of  spiritual  Manslaughter  (3,  calld  6  in  MSS. 
p.  634) :  1.  bv  Hate.  2.  by  Backbiting.    S.  Giving  wicked 
Oounsel,  by  Fraud  (p.  634). 
b»  bodily  Manslaughter:  slaying  with  your  tongue,  giving 
orders  or  counsel  to  slay  a  man  (p.  634). 
Manslaughter  in  deed :  its  4  (that  is,  7)  Kinds  (p.  635) :  1.  by  law : 
a  Justice  condemning  a  man  to  death ;  2.  justifiable  homicide, 
in  defence  of  one's  own  life ;  3.  by  misadventure :  shooting  an 
arrow,  &c. ;  4.  a  woman  overhing  her  child ;  5.  a  man  mtucing 
a  woman  barren  by  drinks,  &c..  killing  the  foetus  within  her. 
shedding  his  seed  in  the  wron^  place ;  a  woman  killing  the  child 
in  her  womb;  6.  a  woman  Killing  her  child  (after  oirth)  for 
shame ;  7.  a  man  by  lechery  or  blows  killing  a  foetus. 
(Sixteen)  other  sins  coming  from  Ire  or  Anger. 

1.  blaming  or  despising  Qod,  as  hazarders  do  (dp.  Pardoner's 

Tale)  (p.  635) ;  and  those  who  treat  of  the  Sacrament  of 
the  altar  irreverently  (p.  636). 

2.  Attry  anger :  making  angry  false  excuses  for  sin. 

3.  Swearing,  which  dismembers  Christ  (p.  636). 

0.  Of  lawful  Swearing,  before  a  Judge :  its  3  conditions,  and 
its  motives ;  b.  God's  name  and  Christ's,  not  to  be  taken 
in  vain  (p.  637) ;  c,  swearing  for  gentility  or  manliness 
(p.  638) ;  d,  swearing  suddenly :  e.  of  Adjuration  and 
Conjuration  by  enchanters  and  necromancen ;  /.  of 
Divination  by  Dreams,  &c. ;  g,  of  Charms  for  Wounds 


4.  Lying  (p.  638),  and  its  6  kinds. 


and  Maladies  (p.  i 
iving  (p.  638),  and  it 

5.  Flattering.     How  Flatterers  are  the  Devil's  Nurses,  his 

Enchanters  and  Chaplains  (p.  639). 

6.  Cursing  that  comes  of  irons  heart :  Malison. 

'7.  eluding  and  Reproach  (p.  640) ;  (specially  a  chiding  wife') 
(p.  640-41). 


a  Scorning  (p.  641). 
9.  Giving   wicked    (^unsel 
(p.  641). 

10.  Sowing  and  making  Dis- 

cord (p.  642). 

11.  Double  tongue  (p.  642). 


12.  Betraying    of    Counsel   (p. 

642). 

13.  Menace. 

14.  Idle  words. 

15.  Jangling  (chattering)  (p.  642). 

16.  Japmg  (joking)  (p.  642-43). 


The  Remedy  agaimt  Anger  (p.  643-5).  Debonairtee  and  Patience 
(p.  643).  Four  kinds  (3  grievances,  and  their  remedies:  1. 
wicked  words,  2.  loss  of  goods,  3.  harm  of  body,  4  outrageous 
labour  (p.  644). 
Incentives  to  Patience.  Story  of  the  Philosopher  and  Child 
(p.  644-45).    Obedience  comes  from  Patience  (p.  645). 

iv.  AooiDiE,  or  Sloth  (Discontent,  Exmui)  (p.  645-49),  is  an  enemy 
to  the  3  states  of  man,— 1.  innocence  (p.  645),  2.  prayer  (p.  646), 
3.  grace ;— and  to  one's  livelihood.  Its  12  bad  consequences  (p. 
646) :  1.  Sloth  (and  its  remedy) ;  2.  Dread  to  bedn  good  works 
(p.  646) ;  3.  Wanhope,  or  Despair  (and  its  Remedy)  g».  647) ;  4. 
^mnolence  (p.  648),  and  5.  Negligence,  or  6.  Recklessness,  and 
the  Remedy  for  each ;  7.  Idleness ;  8.  Tarditas,  or  tarrying 
before  tummg  to  God  (p.  649) ;  9.  Lachesse,  or  giviM  up  a 
good  work  begun;  10.  Coldness;  11.  Undevotion;  12,  Worldly 
sorrow  (p.  649). 

The  Remedy  against  Accidie  (p.  650-51) :  Fortitude  or  Strength, 
and  its  5  kmds.  I.  Magnanimity'  or  great  Courage ;  2.  Faith 
or  Hope;  3.  Assurance;  4.  Magnificence;  5.  Constancy  (p. 
661). 


1  Does  ChAttoer  here  refer  to  hie  fimner  wife? 
*  Miswritten  '  Mafrntflocnce '  In  Kllesmerc  and  Lanadowne  HSS. 

(for  PETWORTH   008) 
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V.  AvABiciB  ft).  661-67).  The  difference  between  Avarice  and  Covet- 
ousiioss  (p.  661) ;  and  between  an  Idolater  and  an  avaricious 
man  (p.  662).  Of  Covetousness,  and  lords'  extortion  from  Uieir 
bondmen :  '*  humble  folk  been  Cristes  freendes"  (p.  662-6.3).  The 
Duty  of  lords  to  their  thralls  or  churls.  Of  those  that  pillage 
Holy  Church  (p.  663-64) ;  lords  who  plunder  the  poor  are  like 
wolves  (p.  664).  Of  Deceit  between  Merchant  and  Merchant 
(p.  664).  Of  honest  bodily  Merchandise  (the  suiplus  of  one 
country  may  be  sent  to  help  another)  (p.  664\  Of  spuritual 
Merchandise,  or  Simony,  and  its  2  kinds  (p.  666), — thieves  that 
steal  Christ's  souls  aret  uvings  (p.  656-66)  ;—lIasardry  or  Games 
of  Chance  (p.  666).  Other  outcomes  of  Avarice  (p.  666; :  1.  Lying, 
2.  Theft  (bodily  and  spuitual)  (p.  666-67),  3.  False  Witnesd^ 

4.  False  Oaths  (p.  667). 

The  Remedy  against  Avarice  (p.  667) :  Mercy  and  Pity,  and  reason- 
able Liberality  (p.  668).    Of  foolish  largess  (p.  668). 

vi.  Qluttont  (p.  668-69).  and  its  6  kinds  (p.  669) :  1.  Drunkemiem, 
or  the  bunal  of  man's  reason :  2.  a  troubled  spirit ;  3.  bad  way 
of  eating;  4.  distemperd  bodily  humours ;  6.  forgetfulness.  Or, 
as  St  Qre^ory  says,  1.  eating  too  soon ;  2.  eating  too  delicate 
food ;  3.  taking  too  much ;  4.  troubling  too  much  about  cooking 
f  ood :  5.  eating  greedily :  these  are  the  6  fingers  of  the  devil's 
hand  (p.  669). 

TIu  Remedy  against  Gluttony  (p.  660) :  Abstinence,  and  its  fellows. 
Temperance,  Shame,  Content  ^vith  plain  food,  Moderation,  So- 
berness, Sparing  (p.  660). 

vii.  Leohebt  (p.  660).  Its  punishment  in  the  Old  Testament  (p. 
660).  Adultery,  and  the  desire  of  it  (p.  661-62). 
The  6  fingers  of  the  Devil's  other  hand  (p.  662) ;  1.  foolish  look- 
ing:  2.  villainous  touching ;  3.  foul  words ;  4.  kissing  (old  do- 
tards, and  dry  dogs  at  a  rose-tree  (p.  662) ;  and  how  a  man  should 
love  nis  wife) ;  6.  the  stinking  deed  of  lechery  (p.  663).  Its 
kinds :  1.  Fornication.  Taking  a  maid's  maidenhead,  or  100th 
fruit  (p.  663).  2.  Adultery,  defined.  3.  Harms  following  from  it : 
a.  breaking  of  faith ;  6.  theft  (of  the  wife's  body  from  her  hus- 
band (Joseph  and  Potiphar's  wife),  and  of  her  soul  from  Christ) ; 
c.  breaking  God's  commandment,  and  defouling  Chiist  (p.  664). 
Of  Harlots  and  Bawds  (p.  666).  Adultery  is  set  between  Theft 
and  Manslaughter.  More  kinds  of  Adultery :  1.  by  Men  bound 
by  Religious  Vows,  &c.;  2.  those  in  Holy  Orders  (p.  666). 
liecherous  Priests  are  like  a  free  Bull  in  a  town,  and  they  eat 
raw  flesh  of  folk's  wives  and  daughters  (p.  666) ;  3.  by  man  and 
wife  copulating  for  pleasure  only  (p.  667) ;  4.  copulation  with 
kinsfolk,  spiritual  (or  godchildren)  or  fleshly  (blood  relations). 

5.  the  aoominable  unmentionable  sin :  6.  Pollution,  of  3  kinds : 
1.  too  rank  humours;  2.  weakness  (p.  667);  3.  evil  thoughts 
(p.  668). 

The  Remedy  for  Lechery  (p.  668) :  I.  Chastity  and  Continence. 

1.  in  Marria^  (The  true  effect  of  Marriage.  One  husband  to 
have  one  wife  (p.  668).  How  a  man  should  behave  to  his  wife 
(p.  669).  How  the  wife  should  be  subject  to  her  husband  {p. 
669),  and  be  moderate  in  behaviour,  discreet  in  words,  &c.  (p. 
669-70).  The  3  causes  for  which  man  and  wife  may  copulate 
(p.  670) :  a.  begetting  of  children ;  h,  to  pay  the  mutual  aebt  of 
tneur  bodies ;  c,  to  avoid  lechery  (p.  670).  The  4th  cause, 
pleasure,  is  deadly  sin  (p.  670-71).) 

2.  In  Widowhood;  3.  Virgmity  (p.  671). 

XL  Spedal  avoidance  of  caoses  of  lechery :  a,  eating  and  drink- 
ing ;  long  sleeping :  h,  the  person  who'd  tempt  you  (p.  671-72). 
(I  wish  I  could  tell  you  the  Ten  Commandments :  but  itri 
too  high  doctrine  (p.  672).)    [End  of  Cot\fessio7^  $  1,  c] 

Sin  is  in  heart,  mouth,  deed,  by  the  6  Wits  (p.  672). 

(fob  pbtworth  608  a)  ^  J 
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^  1.5.  (see  p.  615-16.)  The  7  (Srcnmstances  that  encrease  or  aggravate 
sins  (p.  672).  1.  the  person  who  sins  (male  or  fema^  &c.); 
2.  the  kind  of  sin  (fornication  or  homicide) ;  3.  the  place  it 
vna  committed  in  (as  in  a  church,  by  a  ijriest)  (p.  673) ;  4.  for 
what  motive ;  5.  the  nmnber  of  times  it  was  committed ;  6. 
bj  what  temptation ;  7.  how  it  was  committed ;  andalloUier 
drcnmstances  (p.  674). 

CONFESSION,  §  2,  §  3  (p.  674r79). 
FroJUahU  Confession^  and  t^  4  (=  3)  Conditions  (p.  674) : 

1.  sorrowful  bitterness  of  heart  (p.  674) ;  its  5  signs :  a.  shame- 
fastness  (like  the  Publican's)  (p.  675) ;  b,  humility ;  e,  fulness 
of  tears  (p.  675) ;  d.  no  hesitation  (like  the  Magdalen)  for 
shame ;  e.  obedience  to  receive  penance  laid  on  you  (p.  675). 

2.  speedy  Confession  (p.  676) ;  its  4  Conditions :  /.  that  it  be 
well  thought  over ;  a,  the  greatness  and  number  of  sins  must 
be  understood ;  h.  tne  sinner  must  be  contrite,  and  i.  avoid 
occasions  of  sins. 

3.  Shrift  must  be  made  to  one  man,  not  more  (p.  676). 

True  Shrift,  and  its  10  Conditions  (p.  677) :  1.  uiat  it  be  of  free 
will ;  2.  that  it  be  lawful  (both  sinner  and  priest,  Popish) ;  3. 
that  it  be  not  despairing  of  Christ's  mercy;  4.  that  a  man 
accuse  himself  only,  and  not  another;  5.  that  it' be  not  Ijring 
(accusing  oneself  of  sins  never  committed)  (p.  678) ;  that  it  be 
by  one's  own  mouth,  and  not  by  letter ;  7.  that  the  sin  be  not 
painted  with  fair  words ;  8.  tnat  the  shrift  be  to  a  discreet 
priest :  9.  that  the  shrift  be  not  made  for  vain-glory,  but  for 
fear  of  Christ ;  10.  that  the  shrift  be  not  made  suddenly,  for  a 
joke  (p.  678).  Tou  may  be  shriven  more  than  once  for  the  same 
sin;  and  should  be  houseld  once  a  year  (p.  679). 

PAET  m  (no.  V.  continued  J  and  no.  vi). 

SATISFACTIOH  (THE  3rd  REQUISITE  FOR  PBNITENCE) 

(p.  679—684). 
In  a.  Alms.    p.  bodily  pmiishment. 

a.  Alms  and  its  three  kinds  (p.  679) :  1.  Contrition  of  heart.  2. 
Pity  for  one's  neighbour's  faults.  3.  Qiving  ffood  counsel  to 
other's  souls  and  bodies  (food^  visits  in  prison,  burial).  These 
Alms  should  be  done  privily,  if  possible  (p.  680). 

p.  Bodily  Punishme^U  (Penance),  of  4  Mnds:  1.  Prayers 
(chiefly  of  the  Paternoster,  whose  expounding  I  leave  to  Mas- 
ters of  Theology)  (p.  680).  2.  Watching,  and  its  3  kinds: 
forbearing,  a,  meat  and  drink,  h.  worldly  joUilj^,  and  0. 
deadly  sin  (p.  681).  3.  Fastinfi[,  and  its  4  kinds :  Liberality  to 
poor  folk ;  spiritual  gladness  of  neart ;  not  grudging  at  f astmg ; 
reasonable  eating.  4.  Virtuous  teachings,  or  Discipline :  a. 
by  word,  writing,  or  example ;  b.  by  wearing  hairshirts.^  &c., 
next  your  skin,  scoumng  yourself,  taking  evils  and  injuries 
patiently  (p.  682).    [End  of  no.  ▼.  in  Part  i ;  p.  593.] 

▼i.  The  4  Things  that  disturb  Penance  [no.  vi,  or  last  §,  of  p.  593 
at  foot]  m.  682).  1.  Dread^  and  its  remedy.  2.  Shame,  and 
its  remedy.  3.  Ilope :  a.  of  long  life,  and  5.  consequent  over- 
confidence  in  Chrisrs  mercy  (p.  683).  4.  Wanhope,  or  DesfNiir 
of  Mercy ;  its  3  kinds :  a;,  from  great  and  long  continued  sin ; 
y,  from  fails-back  into  sin ;  g,  from  not  being  able  to  persevere 
m  goodness  (p.  683). 
The  fruit  of  Penance  (p.  683-4). 

EPILOGUE. 
The  Author's  Leave-taking,  and  Lament  over,  and  Withdrawal  of, 
his  Sinful  Books,  &c.  (p.  684-86). 
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[Pdworth  MS,  on  leaf  272,  hack,] 

{There  are  no  breaks  in  the  MS,  TymhUfe  a/re  Jtept  here  to 
prevent  slight  differences  in  the  texts  throwing  the  Six-Text 
outo/gearj] 

And  here  hjgjrmep  be  person  his  tale.  Y  otvumkm 

lereme  iTJ^.  IT  State  sup^r  vias  ft  videte  ft  interrogate 
de  Semitis  /  antiqnis  que  sit/  via  bona  ft  ambulate  in  ea 
ft  innenietis  reMgerinm  animabns  vestrifl  i 

[75] 

OWre  Bwete  lord!  god  of  heuene  faf  no  man  ml 
pezisshe  but^  wil  Jat*  we  common  aH  to  the 
knowleccb  of  hym  and  to  ^e  blisfiil  lif 
pat?  is  perdurable  [76]  ammossheji  vs  by  pe 
prophef  leiemye  pat*  seip  in  pia  wise 
[77]  '  Stondop  vp-on  pe  wayes  and  soep  and  askep 
of  olde  Pattbes  paf  is  to  sayne  of  olde  sentences 
wbicb  is  pe  good  way  [78]  and  walkep  in  paf  way 
and  30  sbnl  hero  lefressbyng*  for  joure  saules.  && 
[79]  IT  Mony  bene  pe  waies  espiritual  paf  leden  folk* 
to  0U1&  lord!  Jhesa  crisf  and  to  pe  regno  of*  glorio. 
[80]  Of  whicB  way  per  is  a  f ul  /  noble  waye  and  a 
fal  couenable  whi<^  may  nof  faile  to  man  /  ne  to 
womman  pat*  pourgh  synne  hap  mysgoon  from  pe  rijftVoAtdA 
way  of  lerw^alem  CelesticJi  [81]  IT  And  pis  way  is  cleped  '•'•*^*' 
Penytence  of  whicB  men  shuld  gladly  barken  and 
enqnere  wip  al  his  hcrte  [82]  to  wote  what*  is  Pen- 
aimce.  and  whi  it*  is  cleped  penitence  /  and  in  how 
mony  manors  bene  pe  accions  of  worchynge  of  penytence . 
[83]  and  howe  mony  epices  per  bene  of  peny  tences  •  and 
whiche  pingges  appertenen  and  byhouen  to  penytence.  [and] 
whicH  pinggos  distronben  pcnytenco 
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irAmbnMiM  [84]  IT  Soynf  Ambrose  seij).   That*  penitence  is  ]>e 

laynyng*  of  man  for  J)e  gilf  faf  ho  haf  done.  ^  Whaf  is  peny- 
tence^  and  no  more  to  doon  eny  J^inge  for  which  hym  on^f  to 
playne.  [85]  And  somme  doctoui*  8eiJ>.  Penytence  is  fo  wa^- 
mentyng*  of  man  faf  sorowe])  for  his  synne.  and  pyne)» 
hym  self  for  he  ha])  mysdone.  [86]  Penytence  wiji 
certeyn  circuTTistaunces  is  yerray  repentaunce  of  man  ]iat^ 
halt*  hym  self  in  sorowe  and  o])er  payn  for  his  giltes. 
[87]  And  for  he  shal  be  verrey  penytenf.  he  shal  firsf 
bywaillen  )»e  synnes  )»af  he  ha]y  done  and  sted&stly 
proposed  in  his  hert*  to  haue  shrift*  of  moii)»  and  to 
doon  satisfaccion  [88]  and  neuere  to  doon  ]yinga  for  whiche 
2  hym  oujto  more  to  be-wayle  or  to  compleyn  and  to  coii- 
tynue  in  good  werkes  or  ellis  his  repentaunce  may  not^ 

^Ludoi0./  availe.  [89]  ffbr  as  sei])  ysidere  IT  he  is  a  laper  and 
a  gabber  and  no  verrey  repentamif  ^f  eft^ne  doon 
f inge  for  whiche  hym  ou3f  to  •  i-epent*  [90]  wepinge 
and  noujt*  forto  stint*  to  do  synne  may  non^t*  aoaile  [91]  IT  But? 
na])eles  men  shullen  hope  ]>af  at*  euery  time  ^af  man  / 
falle])  be  it*  neuer  so  off  p&if  he  may  arise  ]>oigh  peny- 
tence. if  he  haue  grace  //  But*  certeynly  if  is  giete  douf . 

^Kregorius.f  [92]  ffor  as  sei])  seinf  gregorie.  Ynne])es  arise])  he  ouf 
of  his  synne  Jaf  is  charge])  wij)  fe  charge  of  euel  vsage . 
[93]  annf  ])er-fore  repentaunf  folk*  ])af  stinf  forto 
synne  and  forlete  synne.  er  ])af  synne  forlete  hem  h(Aj 
churche  holf  hem  siker  of  her  sauacidn  [94]  IT  And 
he  faf  synne])  and  verrely  repente])  hym  in  his  lasf 
[day],  holy  church  ^if  hope])  his  saluaciofi  by  fe  greto 
mercy  of*  our  lord  Ihe^  cnsf  for  his  repentaunce.  buf 
take  ])e  siker  way  certeyn : 

[95]    And   now  QipenB   I    haue    declared    aou  whaf 

ir  tr«a  sMiMicta]  ^ingo  is  penitcnco  H  Now  shul  30  vnderstond  ])af  ))er 

KMdo.  bone     iij.     actions    of    penytence     [96]    IT    The    fiisf 

is  faif  a  man  be  baptisf  aftere  )>af  he  ha)> 
synnod  [97]  IT  Seynf  Austyn  seiJ  Buf  he  be  penitent 
for  his  oldo  synful  liff  he  may  no  bygynne  J)o  newe 
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cleno   lif.    [98]  ffor  certes   if   he   be   paptised  wif-ouf 

penitence  of  his   olde   gilf.   he  rescoyuej)   fe  mark   of 

bapteme.   buf  not*   Je    grace    ne    J>e  remysdon  of   his 

synnes  til  he  haue  repentannce  verray  [99]  IF  Ano]>6Tf».  sMio. 

defaute  is  fis.   J>at*  men  doon  dedly  synne  aftere  Jjat» 

fei    han  resceyued    bapteme  [100]    IT    The  iij.   defaute  8».MaU)./ 

is  pat?  men  falle  in  yenyal   synnes  after'  her  bapteme 

fro    day    to    day.     [loi]    ]>erof    sei])    seynf    Ajjsijne ,  ^ Aagustimu 

yat    penitence    of     good     and    humble    folk,    is    pe 

penitence  of  euery  day 

[102]  IT  The  spices  of  pena^nce  bene  Jnre.  J>af  oon1fJ>«a 
of  hem  is  solempne  Another  is  comune.  and  the 
iij.  is  prive.  [103]  Eche  penawnce  Jaf  is  so- 
lempne is  in  two  maners.  as  is  to  be  put*  out*  of  holy 
church  in  lent*  for  sdaughtere  of  children  and  such 
maner  ])ingges  [104]  IF  Another  is  whan  m&VL  ^  veniUndM 
ha]7  synned  openly  of  whiche  synne  pe  fame  is  openly 
spoken  in  pe  centre,  and  J>an  holy  churche  by  lugge- 
menf  distreyne])  hym  forto  doo  penaunce  open.  [105] 
Somme  penaunce  iBper  is  ]7at*preestes  enioynenmen .  comonly 
bi  certeyn  caas  as  forto  goon  perauenture  naked  in 
pilgrimage,  or  bare  Je  feet*  [106]  IF  Privey  penawnce  is  if  Do « 


filk  J>at*  men  doon  al  day  for  privey  synnes  of  which'** 
we  shryuen  vs  pWvely  and  receyuen  pme  penawnce 

[107]  *ir  Now  shalt*  Jjou  vnderstond  what*.  by[ho]ueJ) 
and  is  necessarie  to  verrey  parfite  penytence  and  pisQ 
stonden  on  pve  ])ingges.  [108]  ContWcion  of  herf .  con- 
fession of  mou]).  And  satisfaction  [109]  IT  ffor  which 
seij)  lohfi  Grisostom  IT  Penytence  distreynej)  man  IT 
to  accept*  benignely  euery  peyne  fat*  is  enioyned 
hym  wij)  contricion  of  hert*  and  shrift  of  mouJ)e .  wij)  satis- 
faccion  and  worching*  of  al  manere  humilite.  [no] 
And  ])is  is  fruytful  penytence  i^einst*  iij.  ])ingge8  in  whiche 
we  wrejjen  our  lord  Ihe«u  cmt*.  [in]  )>is  is  to  /  sayn 
be  delite  in  ]yenkinge.  by  rechelesnesse  in  spekinge. 
by  wikked  synful  worchinge.    [112]   and    a3einst*   fiso 
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YBoa  pMonaoe  mkked  giltes  is  penytenoe.  foi  may  be  lilmed  vnto  a  ire 

•t»e  **       [^^3]  ^®  ^^  ^^  t^  ^'^  ^  contndofi  fat  hidef 

hym  in  fe  Herto  of  him  ]>af  is  veney  lepentaonf  •  rijt  as 
^e  roote  of  a  tree  hide^  hym  in  ^e  exfe.  [114]  IT  Of  ^ 
roote  of  Gonincion  sprynge^  a  stalks  ^1^  faere^  braunches 
and  leeues  of  confession,  and  frayl^  of  satisfaciiotm  [115] 
IT  ffor  whicS  Crisf  sei^  in  fe  gosp^  IT  Bop  digne  fruyte  of 
penytence*  for  by  ]>ia  fhiyte  may  men  knowe  ^is 
txe.  and  not^  by  fe  roote  ^at^  is  in  ])e  hert' 
of  man.  ne  by  pe  bmmiches  ne  by  ^  leeaes  of  confessioa 

YTcKtu.         [116]  f  And  ^erfore  onr  lord  Ihe^a  ensf  se]]>  )>ns  By 

ifOf  j>ot«edof  ])e  fmyte  of  hem  shnl  je  knowe  hem  [117]  IT  Of  fis 
roote  springeth  a  sede  of  grace.  .)»  whidL  sede  is 
modere  of  sikemesse.  pva  )>is  flede  is  eger  and  bote. 
[118]  The  grace  of  Jris  /  sede  springef  of  god  Jorowe  fe  re- 
membrannce  of  fe  day  of  dome,  and  on  J>e  peynes  of 

^SfOooion.  helle  [119]  IT  Of  pis  matere  seitb  Salomon.  ])ati  in  ]» 
dogre  of  god  man  forletep  his  synne  [120]  The  hete 
of  tins  seede  is  >e  lone  of  god  /  and  Jw  desiring*  of  J« 
loie  perdurable.  [121]  >is  hete  drawep  •  fe  hert^  of 
man  to  g0(J  and  doJ>  him  hate  his  synne.  [122]  ffor 
soply  per  nys  no  pinge  J>at»  asmourep  so  wel  to  a  childe 
as  pQ  mylk»  of  his  norice .  ne  no  Jdng*  is  to  hym  more  abhom- 
inable  J»t?  J>ilk*  mylk»  whal?  it?  is  medled  wi> 
ojjer  mete.  [123]  Eijt  so  Je  synful  man  fat  louep 
his  synne .  hym  semej  faf  if  is  to  hym  mosf  swete  of 
eny  Jinge.  [124]  Buf  fifo  pat*  tyme  paf  he  loueth  sadly 
onr  lord  Jhesa  crist  and  desiretfi  pe  lif  perdurable,  ther 
nys  to  hym  [no  ping]  more  abhominable.  [125]  ffor 
sop.  pe  lawe  of  god   is  pe  loue   of  god.  ffor  whicR 

5Dcp«>ph4fti./Dauid  p*  prophef  seip.  I  haue  loued  pi  lawe  and  hated 
wikkednesse  IT  he  [pat]  louetfi  god  kepep  his  lawe  and  his 

1  Daniel./  wordo .  [126]  This  peson  seip  pe  prophete  Dany^  in  spirit? 
vppon  a  vision  of  Nabugodonoeor  whan  he  ^coun- 
sailled  hym  to  doo  penatmce.  [127]  Penawnoe  is  pe  tree 
of  liff  to  hem  /  paf  if  receyuen.  And  he  paf  holdep  hym 
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in  TGiroy  ponytcnce  is   blessed   aftoie   pe  sentence   ofYSaiomoB. 
Salomon 

[128]  In  piB  penitence  or  contricion  man  shal  vn- 
deistonde  .iiij.  finggea .  ])af  is  to  seyn  whaf  is  contricion 
and  whiche  beno  pQ  causes  ]>a1^  meuen  a  man  to  con- 
tricion and  howe  he  shiild  be  contrite,  and  whaf  con- 
tricioft  ayailed  to  ]»e  soule.  [129]  Than  is  it^  ]nis. 
puif  contricioii  is  ]»e  Teirey  sorowe  ]»af  a  man  leceyae]) 
in  his  hert*  for  his  synnes  with  sad  purpoos  to  schiynon 
hjm  and  to  do  penatmce  and  neuere  more  to  do  synne. 
[130]  And  fiB  soiowe  shal  be  in  ])is  manere  as  seit& 
seint  Beman)  IT  li^  shal  be  greuous  and  hovie  and  fed  ^  Bwaaxdiu 
sharp  and  poynant^  in  hert*.  [131]  ffiisf  for  a  man  ha]) 
a-gil1^  his  lordo  and  his  creature,  and  more  sharpe  and 
pojrnanff  for  he  hatK  agilt*  his  fadero  colostiafi  •  [132]  And 
3if  more  shaipe  and  poynant^  ffor  he  ha)>  *wre]^  and 
agult  hym  ))af  bon)f  hym.  pat  witfi  his  precious  blood 
ha^e  delyuered  ts  fro  the  boondes  of  synne  and  fro  )>e 
craelte  of  pB  deueH:.  and  fro  pe  paynes  of  holle« 
[133]  IT  The  causes  ])at*  on^ten  to  menen  a  man  to  con-  ^EmaotAmmita 
tridofi  bofi  tTJr  IT  fforst  a  man  shal  remembre  him  of 
his  synnes.  [134]  but  loke  fat  pUk  romem- 
biatmce  be  to  him  no  delite  by  no  way.  but*  greti  shame 
and  sorowe  for  his  gilf.  ffor  lob  sei]>.  Synful  men  dofi  Yiob./ 
werkes  wor]»i  of  confessiofi.  [135]  And  ]»eiforo  sei]) 
Ezechie.  I  wil  remembre  me  al  ^  ^eeres  of  my  lif.VBnohid. 
my  bittemesse  of  myn  hert^  [136]  IT  And  god  sei]»  in  fe 
apocalips  IT  Bemembre  )oa  from  whennes  ])af  30  be  VApooa2fiM<«^ 
falle.  ffor  byfom  f&V  tyme  ]»at*  30  synned  30  were  ]>e 
children  of  god.  and  lymmes  of  ]»e  reigne  of  god.  [137]  Bnif 
for  30ure  synne  30  bene  woxe  fraSi  and  foule.  and 
mombres  of  pB  f  eende .  hate  of  aungels  sdaunder  of  holy 
churcH.  and  foode  of  J^e  fals  serpent*  pcrpetuele  maters 
of  the  fuyro  of  h^  [13S]  ^^^  P^^  ^^^^^  ionle  and  abhom- 
ynable  for  30  trespasen  so  often  tyme  as  do]>  fe  hounda 
p&V    iumep    to    eten    his    vomyte.     [139]    And    3it^ 
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bene  ^e  fouleie  for  301116  longe  contynnyng*  in  synne  and' 
30ure  synftd  usage,  for  whicb  ^e  bene  roten  in  ymr 
synne  as  a  beesf  in  his  dunge.  [140]  %  Suche  moner  of 
)»oa}te8    nmken    a    man    haue    shame    for    his    synne 

^Sxe^hidi  and  no  delite.  As  /  god  saijr  by  ])e  prophete  Ezechicle 
[141]  IT  3e  shul  remembre  30U  of  ^oure  waiesf  and  \g\ 
shol  displese  30U  solely  %  Synnos  befi  ]>e  waies  ^at* 
lede  folk  to  heU 

[142]  %  The  ly.  cause  )>af  oujt  to  /  ^make  a  man 
to  haue  disdeyne  of  synne  is  ]>is.   That*  as  sei])  seint^ 

YPetnu  Peter  IT  Who  so  doth  synne  f  is  ]n»l  to  synne  and 

synne  putte)>  a  man  in  gref  J^raldome.  [143]  And  Jnsr- 

ISMohMitf  fore  seith  fe  prc^hete  Ezechiel  IT  I  went*  soryful  in 
disdeyn  of  my  silf.  Certes  IT  wel  aajt^  a  man 
haue  disdeyn  of  synne  and  wijHlrawe  /  hym  from  )»i1^ 

YSenooa  {rraldom  and  Tilanye.   [144]  And  lo  whaf  sei])  Senee» 

IT  In  ])is  matere  he  sei))  )>us  IT  Thon^e  I  wisf  ^at^ 
neij^er  god  ne  man  ne  shuld  neuero  knowen  if.  jif 
volde  I  hane  desdeyne  forto  /  do  synne .  [145]  And  the 

YSeuNa/         same    Senec*    sei))    V    I    am    bom    to    gretter    |)ingge» 

pan  to  be  ])ratt  to  my  body.  [. 

no  gap  in  the  MS.']  [146]  A  [fouler]  ))ral  may  no  man  no 
iroT^iman  make  of  his  body  ]>an  3eue  is  body 
to  synne  [147]  A[l]  were  it»  the  foulest*  cheerle  or 
womman  ])af  lyuej)  and  leesf  of  yalewe.  jit  is  he 
chaunged  and  most  foule  and  more  in  seruitute .  [148]  euei^ 
fro  ])e  hyor  degie  ])af  man  falle])  f  po  more  is  he 
praH  and  more  vnto  god  and  to  ]>e  world  vile  and  abhomyn- 
able.  [149]  0  /  jood  god  wel  aujt*  men  haue  desdeyn 
of  synne.  Bi])en  ])af  ])orgfi  synne.  ])er  he  was  freo 
nowe  is  he  maked  boonde.  [150]  &  /  ])erfore  sei])  seint 

i  AngM^iiiM./  Austyn .  IT  If  ]k>u  haue  desdeyn  of  ])i  seruatmt  if  he 
argilf  or  synne.  haue  ))ou  ])an  disdeyn  ])at*  ]>ou 
\i  silf  shuldesf  do  synne.  [151]  Take  reward  of  ])ine 
Tolewe  ])at*  \o\x  /  ne  bo  to  foule  to  ])i  self.  [152] 
Alias   wel    oujten    ))ei    ))an   to   haue    desdeyne    to    be 
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seroauntes  and  J^ralles  to  synne  and  sore  bene  ashamed 
of  hem  self.  [153]  ^t  god  of  his  endelees  goodnesse 
ha]>  sett  hem  in  hie  astaaf  and  ^enon  hem  witf  •  stiengiK 
of  body.  hel)>e.  bewte.  and  prosperite.  [154]  and 
bou^f  hem  fro  J^e  dee)>  wit&  his  hert*  blood.  ]>af 
fei  so  vnkjndely  ajeinsf  gentelnesse  aqniten  hym  so 
yilenistly  to  sdowghter  of  her  owne  sonles.  [155]  IF  O 
good  god.  30  wommen  ps^f  bene  of  so  grete  bewte. 
remembie])  30a  of  ]»e  piouerbe  of  Salamon  IT  HeVt 
[156]  likne]»  a  fail'  womman  faif  is  a  foole  of  her  body, 
ylik  to  a  ryng*  of  gold  ]»af  is  wTe]>ed  in  ^0  Groyne  of  a  sowe . 
[157]  ffor  lijf  as  a  sowe  H  wrotef  in  euery  ordure.  So 
wrote])  she  her  bewte  in  stynkinge  ordnre  of  synne 

[158]  H  The  iy  canse  ])af  oojf  to  menen  a  /  man 
to  contriciofi  and  drede  of  ]»e  day  of  dome,  and  of  fo  / 
horrible  peynes  of  heUe.  [159]  ffor  as  seint*  lerom  sei]>1z»ooiiMf/ 
IT  Atf  euery  tyme  ])af  me  remembre])  of  ^  day  of  dome  I 
quake  [160]  ffor  whan  I  ete  or  drinke  or  doo  what*  so  I 
doo  /  euer  me  seme])  ))at*  ^e  trompe  sowne^  in  myn  ere . 
[161]  Riseth  yp  ^))af  bene  dede  and  commep  to  ^ 
luggemonf.  [162]  O  Qood  god  mochel.  owe])  a  man  to 
drede  sucfi  luggement*  }er  as  we  shulne  bene  all6 
as  aeip  seint*  Poule  by-f ome  the  strete  of  our  lord  Thesa  Y  PahIu 
crisf  [163]  wher  as  he  shal  make  a  general  con- 
gregaciofi.  Wher  as  no  man  had  be  absent*.  [164]  for 
certes  ^r  no  veile])  nofl  assoyn  ne  excusaciofl 
[165]  and  not*  only  ))af  our  defautes  shuUen  /  bo 
lugged  buf  eke  f&if  aH  our  werkes  shul  openly 
be  knowe  [166]  And  as  seinf  Bernard  sei]).  There  ne^Btnardna 
shal  no  pledyng*  ayaile  ne  no  sclei3t*  we  shul  jeuen 
reknyng  of  euery  ydel  word  [167]  Thor  shul  we  haue 
a  luggo  ^t*  may  not*  bo  deceyued .  ne  corrupte  and  whi 
for  certes  al  oure  pau^iea  ben  diskeuered  as  to  hym. 
ne  for  preiere  ne  for  mede  he  wil  not*  bene  corrupte. 
[168]  And  ])erfore  sei])  Salomon.  ))e  vnepe  of  god^i 
wil  not*  be  corrupte  /  And  ferfor  seip  Salomon  IT  fe  /  wrechc  %  3 
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of  god  ne  wil  nol^  spare  no  w^t*  for  prefer  ne  for  jiff.  And 
]>erirfore  af  J^e  day  of  dome  ])er  nys  no  hope  to  escape. 
[169]  Wherfore  Anselme  aeip  H  fful  giete 
AngwisiA  shullen  pQ  synful  folb  haue  at*  J^at  tyme 
[170]  Ther  shal  be  po  steme  and  ]^  wro])e  luge  sitte  aboue 
a<id  vnder  hym  fQ  horrible  pitte  of  helle  open  to  di- 
stroye  hym*  J>af  most"  byknowe  his  synne.  whicti 
synnes  openly  bene  shewed  byfom  god  and  bifome 
euery  creature.  [171]  And  on  fe  left*  side  moo  denels  / 
than  herf  may  J^enk*  forto  harie  and  to  drowo 
Je  synful  soules  /  to  fe  pyne  of  helle.  [172]  And  wij>- 
in  fQ  hertes  of  toVk*  shal  be  fe  bitynge  conscience 
and  wijK)uf  for  J)  shal  be  fe  worlcl  al  brennynge. 
[173]  whidere  shal  fan  fe  wrecched  synful  soule  flee  / 
to  hide  hym.  Gertes  he  may  nof  hide  hym.  he  most* 
come  forJ>  and  schewe  hym.    [174]  flbr  certes  as  sd]) 

YiMoiiiflmt  seinf  lerom  H  The  erfe  shal  cast*  hym  out^  of  hym. 
and  ]»e  see  also  and  the  Eiere.  J^af  shal  be  ful  /  of 
pondere  dappes  /  and  lijtnynge  [175]  Now  6oJ>ly 
who  so  wil  remembre  hym  of  ])ise  ])ingges  I  gesse 
)>at*  his  ]»ingges  shal  nof  tume  hym  into  delite .  buf  to  greto 
sorowe  for  drede  of  the  payne  of  helle.  [176]  And  J^er- 

fiob./  fore    sei))    lob.   IT    Su&e   lord    fa,V   I    may   a    while 

biwaile  and  wepe  or  I  goo  and  wepe  wiJ)-ouf  retoumynge  to  Jw 
derk  londe  keuered  wi]>  ]»e  derknesse  of  dope  [177] 
to  pQ  londe  of  myssese  and  of  derknesse.  where  as  is 
shadowe  of  dee]),  wher  as  pQT  nys  noon  o}>er  or- 
dyna^mce.  buf  grisly  drete  ])af  euere  shul  lasf  [178] 
IT  Loo  here  may  je  seen  paf  lob  preied  of  respite  a  whUe 
to  bywepe  and  waile  his  trespas.  ffor  BOplj  00  /  day  of 
respite  is  bettere  )>an  al  ])e  tresoure  of  )>is  worl^  [179]  And 
^  for  as  moche  as  a  man  may  acquite  hym  seK  to  f om  god 
by  penitence  in  )>is  worl(}  and  noujf  by  tiesoui'  ])erfor 
shuld  he  prei  to  god  to  jeue  hym  respite  a  while  to 
bywepen  and  bywaillen  his  trespas  [iBo]  ffor  certes  al 
fo  sorowe  faf  a  man  myjf  make  fi-o  J>e  bygynnynge 
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of  fQ  world  nys  but  a  litel  piog  at  ^  legaicl  of  ^  soro'wo 
of  belle  [i8i]  IT  Tbe  cause  wby  ^af  lob  dope])  belle 
pe  londe  of  derknesse.  [182]  Yndexstonde))  ]^at^  be 
depejy  ii^  londe  01  er])e.  for  if  is  stable  and  neuere  sbal 
faile.  derknesse.  for  be  ];af  is  in  belle  ba])  defante  of 
lijt  matexiaH  [183]  ffor  oertes  fe  derk^  lijf  ^f  sbal 
come  oiif  of  ]>e  fire  ]»at^  euere  sbal  brenne  sbal  tome 
hjm  al  to  peyne  ]>af  is  in  belle.  fPor  if  sbewe]>  bym  to  ]re 
borrible  denels  ])af  bym  tormenten  [184]  keuered  wiji 
fQ  derknesse  of  defe  [.•..•• • 

[185]     .... 

no  gap  in  (he  M8^  bene  ]^  synnes  ]»af  )>e  wreccbed  /  man 

ba])    dofi    wbicb   )>af   distonrben   bym   to   se   ]ie  &ce 

of    god.    ri3f   as   a    derk  cloude   bytwiz   tb  and   Jre 

Sonne.  [186]  londe  of  myssese  by  cause  I>af  per  bene 

•iij.  manere  of    defautes   i^einsf  ]^re   I^ingges   ]>af  folk 

of   \n&  worlcl   ban  in   pis   preeenf  lifif.  )>af  is  to  say 

bononxs.  delices.  and  Bicbesse.  [187]  A^einsf  bonot^r 

ban  ]»ei  in  belle  sbame  and  confosiofi  •  [188]  £Ebr  wel  30 

-woote  paf  men  clepen  bonom'   pe  xeuerence  paf  men 

doon  to  man .  But*  in  belle  nys  noon  bonui'  ne  xeuerence  • 

for   certes    no    more    reuerence    sbal    be    do    to    a 

kinge  ])an  to  a  knaue  [189]  V  fEbr  wbic&  god  seitb  by 

pe  propbetys  woides  leremye .  IT  Tbilk  folk  )>af  me  despisen  TToitwf  x«Nnii« 

sbullen  bene  despised .  [190]  IT  Honux'  is  eke  cleped  gret  lonl 

Tber  sbal  no  wi3t  /  seruen  oper.  buf  of  baxme  and 

torment*  %  Honure  is  eke  cleped  grete  dignite  and  bigb- 

nesse  •  Euf  in  beUe  sbul  pei  bene  al  for-troden  of  deuels  • 

[191]  as  god  seip  Tbe  borrible  deuels  sbal  goon  and 

come    vpon    pe    bedes    of    dampned    folk*    And    pis 

is  for  as  mocbe  as  pe  bier  paf  pei  were  in  pis  presenf 

lif.   pe  more  sbullen  pei  bene  abated  and  defouled  in 

boUo.  [192]  IT  A^einsf  pe  ricbesse  of  pis  world,  sbullen 

poi  bauo  myssese  and  pouerte.  and  pis  pouerf  sbal  be 

.uy.    pingges   [193]   in   defaute    of    tresour.    of  wbicb 
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Y  Bavid  pf^  Dauid  ^Q  propheto  Bei]>  H  The  riche  folk*  ])at  enbraceden  and 
oneden  in  al  her  hert  to  tresonre  of  pis  world  shallen  sclepe  in 
pQ  Bclcpinge  of  de|>.  As  no  ]unge  shul  ]7ci  fynden  in 
her  hondes  of  al  her  tresoni^  [i94l  ^  ^^'^  ^^^  ^^'^^  t^ 
dissese  of  helle  shal  bene  in  pe  defaute  of  mete  and 

^  Dent  p«r        drynk*.  [195]  IT  ffor  god  8ei|>  bus  by  moyses  H  Thei  shullen , 

moyflc/ii 

be  wasted  with  ^hungei*  and  |>e  briddes  of  helle  shal 
deuours    hem    with    bitt^    dep    and    ]>e    galle    of    pQ 

dragon  [ 

no  gap  in  the  M8,]  her  morseH .  [196]  And  ierpGr  oner  her 
myssese  shal  bene  in  defaute  of  €lo])inge  ffor.  p^  shullen 
be  naked  in  body  as  of  closing*,  sauf  pQ-hiji^  in  whicti 
^ei  brenne  and  o))er  fil]>e8.  [197]  and  naked  shul 
]»ei  bene  of  saule.  of  al  manere  vertues  which  paif 
is  pQ  clo)>inge  of  saule.  Wher  bene  )>an  pe  gay 
Boobes  and  po  soft*  shetes  and  pQ  smal  /  shertes  [198] 

YiwyMV  IT  loo  what  Beip  god  to  hem  by  pe  prophete  Ysay 
IF  That*  yndere  hem  shullen  be  strawed  motthes .  and  her 
couertours  /  shul  be  of  wormes  of  helle  [199]  IT  And 
fer]>er  ouere  her  dissese  shal  /  bene  in  defaute  of 
frendes .  ffor  he  nys  not*  poor  pukif  ha]>  good  /  freendos . 
but*  ^er  nys  no  frende.  [200]  ffor  neiper  god  no 
creature  /  shal  be  frende  to  hem.  and  euery  of  hem 
shal  baton  o])ere  vnp  dedly  hate.  [201]  The  sonos  of 
pe  doughtren  shullen  rebellen  a3einst*  pQ  fadere  and  modere 
and  kynrode  ajeinst*  kynrede  and  chiden  and  despisen 
euerech  of  hem  oper  boj)  day  and  nyjf  As  god  seijj 

YKmUm./  by  pe  prophet*  Michias  [202]  IF  And  pe  louyng*  children. 
pa\f  whilom  loued  so  flesshly  euerech  o]>er.  wolden 
euerech  of  hem  eten  ofer  if  pei  myjt*.  [203]  ffor  howo 
shuld  |>ei  loue  hem  to-gydero  in  pe  peynos  of  helle .  whan 
))oi  hated  eche  of  hem  opor  in  pe  prospmte  of  ])is  lif . 
[204]  ffor  trust*  wel  her  flesshly  loue  was   dedly  hate 

5»wiid7  as  scij)  pe  prophete  daz^wi  IF  who  so  pat*  loue]»   wicked- 

ncsse  he  hate])  his  saule.  [205]  and  who  })at  bate)) 
his   owne  soule.  cories   ho   may  loue  noon   oper  wijt* 
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in    no    manere.    [206]    and    ]>erfor    in    helle    is    no 

frendship.     Buf     euer     fe     moo     flesshly     kynredes 

faif  bene    in   helle.   pe   moie   cursyng*  ^  more  chyd- 

inge.   and   ^e   moie   dedly   bate   ^r  is  amonges   bem 

[207]   IT    And    for^ennor    ^r    shal    be   defatite    of   al 

maner  delyces.   ffor  wby   ^  delices   ben   ^   appetites 

of  ^  .v.  vittes.  as.  6i3f.  beiyng*.  smeUynge.   sauer- 

jng  and  towcbynge .  [208]  Eat*  in  beUe  ber  aijt*  ehal  be 

ful     of     derkenesse     and     of     smoke     and     ful     of 

teeres.  and  ber  beiyng*   ful   of  waymentynge   and   of 

gnaiBtynge  of  tee]>  as  seitb  Ihesua  /  crist*  [209]  H  ber  nose-  H  ] 

]>relles  sbullen  be  ful  stynkyng*  stynks  IT  And  as  sei]) 

Isay  ye  propbete.   Her  saueryng*  sbal  be  ful  of  bitter  yimtm. 

galle.    [210]    and    toucbyng*    of    ber    body    ykeuered 

in]>  fuyi'  )>af  neuere  sbal  be  qnencbed.  and  wi^  wormes 

|>at^  never  sbul  dye  IT  As  god  amp  /  by  )^  mou])  of  %ihstut./ 

ysay .  [211]  IT  And  for  as  mocll  as  pei  sbullen  not  wene 

]>ati  pei  may  dyen  for  peyne.  and  by  ber  de]>  flee  fro 

peyne.  ^J)af  may  pei  ynderstonde  by  po  worde  of  lob.  ^i*. 

^af  sei^.  Tbere  as  is  ])e  sbadowe  of  depe  [212]  IT  Certes 

a  sbadowe  ha,p  pe  liknesse  of  a  ]>inge  of  wbicti  if  is 

sbadowe .  Buf  sbadowe  nys  nof  pe  same  ])inge  of  wbicb  if  is 

sbadowe.  [213]  Ei)f  so  fare])  pe  peyne  of  belle,  if  is 

like  deep  for  pe  angwissbe  bonible.   and  wby  for  if 

peyne]»  bem  enere  as  ])oo  men  sbulden  dye  anofi  Buf 

certes  pel  sbullen  nof  dye.   [214]    ffor  as    sei])  seynf 

Gregore.   IT  To  wreccbed  Catyfe  sbal  be  deje  wi])-onf  T  a«fw*M./ 

de^.  ande  ende  wi])-outen  ende.  and  defaute  wi]K)nf 

failynge.  [215]  for  ber  de^  sbal  alway  lyve.  and  ber 

eende  sbal  euermor  bygynne  and  ber  defaute  sbal  nof 

faile.     [216]     And      ])erfore     sei])     seinf      lobn     p^  ^Jaihatmm 

BoAMiunliste 

euaungeliste    Tbey  sbullen    folowe    de])  and    ])ei    sbul 
nof  fynden  bym.  And  ])ei  /  desiren  to  deye.  and  de^ 
sbul  flee  fro  bem  /  [217]  And  eke  lob  seitb  Tbaf  in  belle  YUb^ 
b  noon  order  ne  rewele  [218]  And  al  be  if  soo  ])af  god  ba]) 
created    al    ])ing*    in    ri^f    ordre    and    no    ping    -wip- 
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out*  ordere.  buf  alle  finggea  ben  oidred  and  nom- 
bred.  jif  na]7elee8  ]>ei  ]?at  bene  dampned  bene  no 
])inge  in  order  ne  bolden  /  noon  ordei'.  [219]  for  ])e 
erjje  ne  ebal  bere  hem  no  fruyte .  [220]  ffor  as  fe  /  prophets 
da^^id  sei]?  IF  God  shal  destroy  ]?e  froyte  of  J>e  er])e  as 
fro  /  hem.  ne  watere  shal  3eue  hem  no  moystere.  ne 
J>e  eyre  no  refresshynge .  ne  fe  fuyre  no  li3f .  [221]  ffor  as 
aeip  seynf  Basile.  ])e  brennyngges  of  fe  fuyre  of  pia 
worlde  shal  god  ^euen  to  hem  in  helle  ]>at*  bene  dampned . 
[222]  Buf  ])e  li^f  and  pe  clemesse  shal  be  3eaen  in 
to  heuene  to  his  children./  Bi^t  as  )>e  good  man  ^euejy 
flesshe  to  his  children,  and  bonys  to  his  hoondes  [223] 
for  ]>ei  shullen  have  noon  hope  to  escape  sei{» 
lob.  At*  fe  last*  fat*  ther  shal  horrour  and  grisly  drede 
dwelle.  wi]>-outen  ende  [224]  IF  Horroure  is  alway  drede 
of  harme  psiV  is  to  come  and  \>ia  drede  shal  euer  dwelle 
in  \>Q  hertes  of  hem  p&if  bene  dampned.  and  J^er-fore 
ban  ]>ei  lorn  aH  her  hope,  for  vij.  causes.  [225]  ffirst» 
for  god  ])af  is  her  luge  shal  be  wi])-oute  mercy  to 
hem.  ne  |>ei  may  not*  plese  hym.  ne  noon  of  his 
halowes.  ne  pei  may  jeue  no  ))inge  for  her  raunsom. 
[226]  ne  pel  han  no  voys  to  speke  to  hym.  ne  ^ei 
may  naf  flee  fro  peyne  ne  J>ei  han  no  goodnesse  in 
hem  faf  fei  may  schewe  to  delyuere  hem  fro  peyne 
[227]  H  And  f  erf  ore  sei]>  Salomon  IF  The  wikked  man 
dye])  f  and  whan  he  is  dede  he  shal  haue  no  hope  to  / 
eskape  fro  peyne.  [228]  who  so  shame  wolde  wel  vn- 
derstonde  and  bythenk*  hym  wel  on  pise  peynes  and  pSkV  he 
ha])  deserued  po  same  peynes  /  for  his  synne .  Certes  he 
shul(}  haue  more  talenf  to  sike  and  to  wepe  ^])an  for 
syngen  and  to  pley.  [229]  ffor  as  Beip  Salomon. 
Who  so  fat*  had  pe  science  forto  knowe  J>e  peynes  J^at^ 
bene  establisshed  and  ordeyned  /  for  synne  he  wold  make 
^AagutHnu9.  sorowe.  [230]  Thillc  science  as  sei)>  seint*  Austyn) 
Maketh  a  man  to  we3rmenten  in  his  herf 

[231]   IT    The  iiij.    poynte  faf  aughf  make  a  man 
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haue  contntiofl  k  pe  soryfol  remembiaxmce  of  fe 
good  J^af  he  hsLp  lost*  to  doon  here  in  er]>e.  and 
eke  J>e  good  /  J)ai^  he  hap  lome  [232]  IT  Soply  pe  good 
werkes  pat*  he  hap  lost^  eiper  pei  bene  pe  good 
werkes  paf  he  hap  wroujt*  er  he  felle  into  dedly  synne 
Or  ellys  pe  good  werkes  pai^  he  wroujt*  pe  while  he  lay 
in  aynne  [235]  IT  Soply  pe  good  werkes  paf  he  did 
byfome  paf  he  fiUe  in  synne  ben  ati  mortefied  and  astonyed 
and  dulled  by  pe  oft  synnynge  [234]  Thaf  opei 
good  werkes  paf  he  wron^f  pe  whiles  he  lay  in 
synne  pei  bene  vtterly  dede  as  to  pe  liff  perdoiable  in 
heuene.  [235]  Than  /  pilk  good  werkes  paf  bene 
mortefied  by  off  synnynge  which  good  werkes  he  did  pe 
whiles  he  was  in  charite  ne  mowen  neuere  /  quicken  ajein 
with-outen  verrey  penytence .  [236]  And  perfore  seip  god 
by  pe  monpe  of  Ezechiele  paf  is  pe  ri3tful  man.  Ee-^i 
tonme  ajein  from  his  ri^twissnesse  and  to  worch  wikked- 
nes  shal  he  lyue.  [237]  nay.  fibr  all  pe  good  werkes 
paf  he  hap  wronjf  ne  shul  neuere  be  in  remembraunce 
for  he  shal  deye  in  his  synne.  [238]  IT  And  vpon  pilk 
chapitere  seip  seinf  Gregorie  thus .  than  we  shuld  vnder-  Y  Qregorins 
stonde  pis  principaly.  [239]  paf  whan  we  doon  dedly  < 
synne.  if  is  for  no3f  pan  to  reherce  or  drawe  into 
memorie  pe  good  werkes  paf  we  han  wrou^f  biforn. 
[240]  flPor  certys  in  pe  wirking*  of  dedly  synne 
per  nys  no  tresf  to  no  good  werk*  paf  we  han  doon  to-f  ome  / 
paf  is  to  sayn  as  forto  haue  per-by  pe  lif  per- 
durable in  heuene  [241]  [ 

no  gap  in  tJie  MS.]  Whan  we 

han  contriciofi.  [242]  Buf  soply  pe  good  werkes  paf 
men  /  doon  whiles  paf  pei  bene  in  dedly  synne .  for  as  mocb 
as  pei  weren  doon  in  dedly  synne  pei  mowe  neuer  quycken 
a^ein  [243]  fibr  certes  ping«  paf  neuere  hap  lif  i  neuere 
may  quycked.  And  napelees  al  be  if  paf  pei  ne 
availe    nou^te    to    han    pe   lif    p^urable    ^if   availcn 
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}>ei  to  abreggen  of  fe  peyne  of  belle  or  ellis  to  geten 
tempoieH  ricbesse.  [244]  Or  ellis  faif  god  wil 
ratber  enlumTiie  and  /  ligbten  pe  berf  of  )>e  synfiil 
man  to  ban  lepentaimce .  [245]  and  eke  ])ei  availen 
forto  Ysen  a  man  to  do  goode  werk<  ]»af  ]>e  fende  / 
bane  ]>e  lasse  power  of  bis  soule  [246]  IT  And  ^us  pe 
curtaise  Lord  Iheau.  crist*  ne  wil  f&V  no  good  werb 
be  lost* .  ffor  in  somwbat*  it*  sbal  availe .  [247]  But*  for  as 
mocbe  as  (e  good  werkes  ^]7af  men  doon  wban  pd 
bene  in  fis  liff*  bene  al  mortefied  by  synne  folowinge. 
And  eke  sipeaa  al  fe  good  werkes  p&if  men  done 
fo  wbiles  pei  bene  in  dedly  synne  bene  vtterly  dede 
as  forto  bane  pe  lif  perdurable  [248]  IT  wel  may  )>af  man 
faf  no  good  werk  ne  /  dooj)  •  syngyn  filk  newe  songe. 
lay  tout  perdue  mofi  temps  et  mofL  labour  [249]  ffor 
certes  synne  byreue]>  a  man  goodnes  and  nature 
and  eke  pe  goodnes  of  grace  [250]  IT  ffor  so^ 
pQ  grace  of  pe  boly  goosf  fare])  as  fuyre  J^at*  may  nof^ 
be  ydeH .  ffor  Ere  isiUlep  /  anoon  as  it*  f orlese])  bis  worcb- 

inge  [.     . no  gap 

in  the  MS,]  [251]  paxi  lese]>  pe  synful  man  pe  goodnes 
of  glorie  ]>at*  oonly  is  bibi3t*  to  good  men  ]^t*  labouren 
and  worken  [252]  wel  may  be  be  sory  pen  tbaf 
owe])  al  bis  lif  to  god  as  longe  as  be  Ijnep  ba))  lyued  and 
eke  as  longe  as  be  sbal  bene  ])af  no  goodnes  ne  ba]> 
to  pay  wi]>  bis  dette  to  god.  to  wbom  be  owe])  al  bis 
lif.  [253]  ffor  trust*  wel  be  sbal  jeue  acountes  as  sei]) 

IT  BenuttdfM  seint*  Bernard  of  alle  pe  goodes  ])at*  ban  bene  ^euen  bym . 
in  pia  present*  lif  and  bow  be  ba]>  bem  dispended. 
[254]  not*  so  moc&  ]>af  per  sbal  nol^  perissbe  an  beer 
of  bis  bede .  ne  a  moment*  of  an  /  boure  ne  sbal  not  peiissbe 
of  pHa  tyme  |>at*  be  ne  sbal  3eue  of  if  a  rekenynge 

[255]  IT  Tbe  .v.  piage  ]>af  ou;t*  to  meue  a  man  to 
contricion  is  remembraxmce  of  pe  passion  of  our  Lord 
JhesvL  crist*  suflfred  for  oure  synnes  [256]  ffor  as  sei^ 

TB€BuudiM      seynf  BemardI  wbiles  ]yat*  I  lyue  IT  I  sbal  baue  remem- 
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braunce  of  )>e  tiavailes  ])af  our  loid  Ihara  ciisf  sufired  in 
preching*  [257]  in  weiynesse  in  travailynge.  his  tempt- 
acions  whan  he  fasted,  his  longe  waking*  whan  he 
pieied.  his  teeies  whan  ^af  he  wepte  for  pite  of 
good  puple.  [258]  }>e  woo  and  fe  shame  and  fe 
fil])e  ]»f  men  seiden  to  hjm  oft  foule  spittyng* 
^at  men  /  spitten  on  his  face  /  and  p&  hnSeties  Jyat*  men 
)anen  hym  of  |>e  //  foule  mon])es  and  of  ^  10- 
pieeus  ];at*  men  to  hym  seiden.  [259]  Of  ]>e  nailles 
wi])  ^  whicH  he  was  nailled  to  fe  cios.  and  of  aH  fe 
lemenaimte  of  his  passioii  ]»af  he  sufired  for  my  synnes .  / 
and  no  finge  for  his  gilf .  [260]  And  30  shul  vnder- 
stond  y&t  in  mannys  synne  is  enery  maner  ordei* 
of  ordynaunce  turned  vp  so  doun.  [261]  ffor  if  is  so]) 
^f  god  and  resofl  and  sensnalite  and  }e  /  body  of  man 
bene  so  ordeyned  ])af  euerecll  of  Jiise  ii\j.  pvaggea 
shuld  haue  lordship  of  ])af  oj^er.  [262]  As  pm, 
god  shuld  haue  lordship  ouer  resofl.  and  reson  ouer 
sensnalite.  and  sensualite  ouer  fe  /  body  of  man. 
[263]  And  soj'ly  whan  man  synne)>  al  piB  ordere  of 
ordynaunce  is  turned  vp  so  doune  [264]  IF  And  pedoro 
pan  for  as  mocll  ^as  pe  reson  of  man  wil  nof  be 
subiette  ne  obeysaunf  to  god  paV  is  his  lord  by  rijt*  per- 
fore  leBep  if  ]>e  lordship  p&f?  if  shuld  haue  in 
sensualite  and  eke  ouer  pe  body  of  man.  [265]  And 
whi  for  sensualite  rebelle])  ]»an  a^einsf  resofl.  And 
by  ]>af  way  leseth  resoun  his  lordship  ouer  sensualite 
and  ouere  pe  bodye .  [266]  ffor  rijf  as  reson  is  rebelle  to 
god.  r^f  so  is  bo]»  Sensualite  rebeH  to  reson  and 
^e  body  also.  [267]  IT  And  certes  this  ordynatmce  and 
^is  rebelliofi.  oure  lord  JhesvL  crusf  abou^f  yppon  his 
precious  body  fill  dere  and  herkene))  in  whic^  wyse. 
[268]  ffor  as  moche  ]>an  is  resofl  rebelle  to  god.  ))er- 
fore  is  man  wor])i  to  haue  sorowe  and  to  be  dede 
[269]  IT  This  suffred  our  lord  Ihesn  for  man  aftere  ]>af 
he  had  be  bytraied  of  his  disciple  and  destreyned  and 
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bounde  8o  fa,^  ^  blood  hrasif  out*  at  exierj  naile  of  his 
ITAiifftwMtMM.  hondes  as  seij)  seini^  AustjD)  [270]  IT  And  fer^onora 
for  as  moche  as  leson  of  man  wil  not*  daunte  Sensu- 
alite  whan  if  may .  therfore  is  man  wor^  to  haue  shame, 
and  piB  I  suffred  our  loide  JhesM  onst*  for  man  whan  ^i 
spitten  in  his  visage  [271]  IT  And  fer^  onere  for  as 
mocb  ^an  as  the  catif  body  of  man  is  rebelle 
bo])  to  reson  and  to  sensualite.  J^erfore  is  if  wor)d  ]w 
dee]>  [272]  IF  And  J^is  sufifred  our  lord  Jhesfi  crisf  for  man 
ypon  ^  cioase  wher  as  ]»er  was  no  parte  of  his  bodj 
^e  with-oute  gr^te  peyne  and  bitter  passiofL  [273] 
and    al   )»is   suSred    Jhetm    crisf    ]>af    neuer    forfeited 

[ 

•  .  no  gap  in  the  MS,"]  To  mochel  am  I  peyned  for  ^ 
same  I^ingges  jiaf  I  neuer  deserued  and  to  mochel  defoiled 
for  frendship  ]>af  man  bene  wor]>i  for  to  haue  [274]  And  ^• 
fore  may  ]>e  synful  man  wel  saye  as  seij)  seinf  Bemani 

%  Acursed  be  ]»e  bittemesse .  [. 

no  gap  in  the  MS."]  [275]  ffor  ceites 

aftere  ]>e  dyuers  discordauncea  of  oure  wikkednes 
was  ^e  passion  of  JheeiM  crisf  yordeyned  in  dyuers  ^ingges 
[276]  as  ))UB.  Certys  synful  man  saule  [is]  bytraied 
of  the  deuel  by  coueityse  of  temperele  prospmte  and 
scorned  by  disceite  whan  he  chese])  flesshly  delites  and 
3if  is  he  tormented  by  impadence  of  aduersite.  and  by-spette 
by  s^ruage  of  subiecciofi  in  synne  /  and  af  ^  last*  if  is 
sclayn  f ynally .  [277]  fifor  IT  ])is  disordinaunce  of  synful  man 
was  Jhesus  cnsf  firsf  bytraied  and  aftere  ]»if  was  he  bounde 
thaf  come  forto  vnbynde  vs  of  synne  and  of  peyne  [278] 
H  Than  was  he  byscomed  )>at  only  sbulc)  be 
honoured,  in  alle  I'ingges  of  al  ]?ingges.  [279] 
Than  was  his  visage  faf  aujf  be  desired  to  be  seyn 
of  al  mankynci  ^In  whicb  visage  aungels  desiren  to 
loken  vileynsly  byspitte,  [280]  Than  was  he  scourged 
faf  no  fing«  gilf  And  fynaly  ])an  was  he  / 
crucified  and  sclayn  [281]  Than  was  he  accompHaed  ]>e 
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wordes  of  Ysay  /  He  was  wounded  fortyMiM^/. 
our  mysdedys  and  defouled  by  oure  vilanyes.  [282] 
f  Now  sifens  J>at«  Ihefiu  crisf  toke  vppon  hym  self*  J>e 
peyne  of  al  oure  wikkednesse  U  Michel  ou3t*  synful 
men  by-wepe  and  by-waile  faf  for  bis  synnes  goddis  sone 
of  heuene  shuld  al  fis  peyne  endure  [283]  U  The  sixf 
fringe  ])at*  aujf  meue  man  to  contriclofL  is  pe  hope 
of  iij.  ])ingges.  ))at*  is  to  say  for^euenes  of  synne 
and  }>e  jift»  of  grace  wel  forto  doo.  And  fe  /  glorie  of 
beuene  wif  J^e  whicH  god  sbal  guerdon  man  for  his 
good  dedys.  [284]  and  for  as  moche  as  Jhesu.  crisf 
jeueth  ys  J^ise  ^iftes  of  bis  larges  and  of  bis  souereyn 
bounte.  ]>erfor  is  be  deped  /  Ibe^us  Nazarenus  rex 
iudeorum.  [285]  Ihesua  is  forto  seyn  Saueour  or  sa- 
uacion  on  wboom  men  sbullen  hope  to  haue  forjeuenesse  of 
synnes  wbicti  Jraf  is  proprely  sauaciofl  of  synnes 
[286]  If  And  ]7erfore  seide  ])e  aungel  to  losepb.  yow^<puai^ 
depesf  his  name  Ihe^us  pa,V  sbal  saue  bis  puple  from  her 
synnes  [287]  And  bere-of  seij»  Seinf  Petrer  U  Ther  nys 
noon  o]7er  name  vnder  beuene  ])at*  is  jeue  to  eny  man 
by  which  a  man  may  be  saued .  but*  oonly  Ihesus  [288] 
Kazarenutf  is  as  moche  for  to  seyn  as  florsshinge  in 
which  a  man  sbal  hope  paV  be  ]yat*  3euetb  hym  remission 
of  synnes  sbal  jeue'  also  hym  grace  wel  to  doo  for 
in  ])e  floure  is  hope  of  fruyte  in  tyme  comynge  and  in 
foi^euenesse  of  synnes  hope  of  grace  wel  to  doo .  [289]  I 
was  af  pe  door  of  pine  herf  seith  Jhesus  and  cleped  forto 
entre.  He  ]>af  opne])  to  me  sbal  haue  foi^euenesse  of 
synne  [290]  I  wil  entre  into  hym  by  my  grace  and 
soupe  vnp  hym  by  ]>e  good  werkes  ])af  he  sbal  dofi 
which  werkes  bene  (e  foode  of  god.  and  be  shal  soupe 
wi]>  me  by  pQ  grete  loie  p&V  sbal  be  ^eue  to  hym  [291] 
Thus  sbal  man  hope.  pB,if  for  bis  werkes  of  penaunce 
god  shuld  ^eue  hym  bis  regne  as  he  bibote])  hym  in  the 
gospel 

[292]    H    Now    sbal    man    vnderstonde    in    wbicti 
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manere  shal  be  ]>is  contnciofl  I  say  ^af  it  filial 
bene  vniveisale  and  total  This  is  to  saie .  a  man  shal  be 
yerrey  lepentaunf  for  al  his  Bjnnes  ^at*  he  ha]>  doon  in 
delite  of  his  pou^i? .  fibr  delite  is  M  perilous  [393]  ffor  ^er 
bene  twoo  /  manere  of  consentyngges  thaf  oon  of  hem  is 
deping*  consentynge  of  afifectioil  whan  a  man  is  meued 
to  do  aynne  and  delite])  h3rm  longe  forto  ]^nk  on 
faf  synne  [294]  he  haj»  reson  aperceyued  /  ^wel  Jat« 
it*  is  synne  ajeinst*  j>e  lawe  of  go<l  [.«..«.• 

no  gap  in  the  MS*"]  al  yyxi^ 

his  leson  ne  consent*  not'  to  doon  )»e  synne  in  dede. 
[295]  IT  3it*  seyn  somme  doctouis  ])af  suche  delite  Jrat^ 
dwelleth  longe  it*  is  fol  perilous  al  be  if  neueie  so  lite 
[296]  And  also  a  man  shuld  soiowe  namely  for  al 
]»af  euere  he  ha])  desired  s^einsf  ]>e  lawe  of  god  wi]) 
parfite  consentynge  of  his  resofi .  for  ])erof  is  no  IT  doute 
])at*  if  is  dedly  synne  in  ]>o  consentinge  [297]  [.     •    .    « 

• no  gap 

in  the  MS,"]  and  into  dede.  [298]  Wherfore  I  say  ])af 
mony  men.  ne  repenten  hem  nener  of  sacfi  ]»ou)tes  and 
delices  ne  neiiere  shryuen  hem  of  if.  buf  only  of  \^ 
dede.  of  grete  synnes  outwan).  [299]  wherfore  I  say 
]>at  such  wicked  delites  and  wicked  ])ou)te8  bene 
subtUe  bygyleis  of  hem  ])af  shullen  be  dampned  [300] 
%  More  ouere  man  ou^f  to  sorowen  for  his  wicked 
wordes  and  for  his  wicked  dedys  ffor  certes 
))e  repentaunce  of  a  syngulere  synne  and  no3f  repenf  of  al 
her  o]^r  synnes.  or  ellis  repente  hjm  of  al  his 
oJ>er  synnes  and  nof  of  syngulere  synne  may  nof 
availe.  [301]  ffor  certes  god  almy^ty  is  al  good,  and 
J^erfore  he  forjeue])  aH  or  ellis  ri^f  nou^f  [302] 
If  Asifttttinuij  and  hereof  aeip  seynf  Austyne  IT  I  wote  certeynly  [303]  ^af 
god  is  enemye  to  euery  synner  V  and  how  Jian  he 
pSkV  obserue])  oon  synne.  shal  he  haue  foi^euenesse  of  ^e 
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lemenaunt*  of  his  oj'er  synnes .  Naj  [304]  IT  And  foT])er 
ouere  /  contricion  shulde  be  woundes  soiyfiil  and  ang- 
itiss&ous  and  ]>erfoTe  jeae))  liyni  god  pleynly  his 
mercye.  And  /  ])eifoie  whan  my  soule  was  angwisshous 
wi])-in  me  I  had  remembraunce  of  god  Jiat* 
my  preieie  myght?  come  to  hym.  [305]  IT  fferj>er  ouer 
contricioii  most*  be  continneH.  and  ]>af  men  han  sted- 
fasf  purpoos  to  shiyue  hym  and  forto  amende  hym  of 
his  lif .  [306]  ffor  sofly  fe  whiles  contritiofL  hstep  man 
may  hauo  hope  of  for^euenes.  And  of  pis  commep 
hate  of  synne.  ^at*  destroie]?  synne  bo])  in  hym  self 
and  eke  in  oper  folk  af  his  powei*.  [307]  ffor  whiche 
8ei]>  dautd  /  IF  3o  )>at*  louen  /  god  haten  wikkednes.  fforif] 
treste])  wel  to  loue  god  is  forto  to  loue  ])af  he  loue]>. 
and  hate  )>af  he  haiep  wta 

[308]  IT  The  last*  ping  p^if  men  shal  vnderstond  in 
contriciofL  is  pis,  wherof  availe])  contriciofL  IT  I  say 
])af  somtyme  contriciofi  delyuere])  man  fro  synne. 
[309]  of  whicll  ])af  dautd  sei]>.  I  say  (quod  david)  1  Buid./ 
])at*  is  do  say  IF  I  pttrpose  me  f  ermely  to  shiy ye  me .  And 
]K>a  lord  relesedest*  my  synne.  [310]  And  rijf  so 
as  contritioA   ^ayaileti^   not*  wi]K)uten  sad   pt/rpoos  of 

shriffc*  [ no  gap  in  the  MS."] 

or  Satisfaction  wi])-onf  contricion.  [311]  And 
more  f  if  Contricion  destroiej)  fe  prison  of  heUe 
and  maketh  if  waike  and  feble))  pQ  strengthes  of  )>e 
deuels  and  restore])  ]»e  ^ift*  of  p^  holy  goosf  and 
of  aH:  vertaes  [312]  and  enterly  dense])  ]>e  saule  of 
synne  and  delynere])  pQ  soule  from  pQ  peyne  of  heUe 
and  fro  ]»e  company  of  deuels  and  fro  p^  seruage 
of  synne.  and  restore])  [it]  to  aH  goodys  espiritueH  in- 
to fe  company  [and]  comunyofL  of  holy  churche.  [313] 
And  fer])er  ouer  it*  make])  hym  ])af  whilom  was  ])e 
sone  of  yre  ])e  sone  of  grace.  And  ati  thise  ])ingges 
he  proue])  by  holy  writt,  [314]  and  ferfore  he  fat* 
wil     sette     his    entent*     to    /    ])ise     ])ingge8     he    is 
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wis.  £fbr  BOp  he  shuld  nof  }>an  in  al  his  lifT 
haue  corage  to  symie  But*  ]>an  his  body  and  al  his  hert* 
to  fe  seruise  of  IhesvL  crist*  and  peroi  done  him 
homage.  [315]  ffor  certes  our  swete  lord  ThesvL  mst* 
ha))  spared  vs  so  /  denourly  in  our  folios  ]>af  jif  he  ne 
had  pite  of  mannys  /  soule  a  sozy  songe  myjf  we  alia 
^parapeia-  synge.  IT  Ezplioit*  prima  "fan  penitencie.  Indpit^ 
seeixnda  /  pars  eixLBiam,/ 


[316] 

IT  rilHe    seconde    parte    of    penitence    is    confessiofi 

JL  ]>at<  is  signs  of  contriciofL  [317]  IT  Now  shul  je 
vnderstonde  what*  is  confession,  and  whedere 
if  ou3t*  nodes  to  be  or  noon,  and  which 
]>ingges  bene  conable  to  verrey  coT^fessioil 

[318]  IT  ffirst*  shalt*  )H)a  vnderstonde  J^at*  confessiofi  is 
verrey  shewinge  of  synnes  to  Je  preesf  [319]  J>is  is  to 
sey  verrey.  ffor  he  mof  confessen  hym  of  al  ]>e 
condicions  ])at  bylongen  to  his  synne  as  feifor])  as  he 
can.  [320]  al  mote  be  seide  and  no  ])ing*  excused  ne 
hid  ne  forwrapped.  and  noujf  auatmte  him  of  his  good 
werkes .  [32 1]  IT  And  forj^er  ouer .  It  is  necessary  to  vnder- 
stonde whennes  ])af  synne  springe^  and  how  ])ei 
encresen .  And  which  per  bene 

[322]  in  spryngynge  of  synnes.  as  sei]>  seinf  poule 
in  fis  wise .  /  IF  That»  rijf  as  by  a  man .  synne  entred  furst? 
into  pe  IF  worlde.  and  ])Oighe  ])at<  synne  deide.  Hijf  so 
)>ilk  deep  entre))  into  al  men  ])af  synden.  [323] 
And  f  is  man  was  //  Adam  by  whom  Jjaf  synne  entred  into 
])is  world  whan  he  brak*  ]>e  comaundement*  of  god. 
[324]  and  Jerfore  he  J>af  first*  was  so  myghty  J»t»  he 
shuld  nof  haue  deyde.  bycame  suche  oon  J^at  he  mosf 
nedys  dye  whedere  he  If  ^  wolde  or  noon,  and  al  his  progeny 
faf  is  in  pis  world  J>af  in  pilk  manere  synne  dyen  .[325]  Loke 
f&V  in  ])e  astate  of  Innocentys  IF  whan  A[dam  a]nd  £ae 
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naked  weien  in  paradise,  and  no  ])ing«  shame  ne  liad4en 
of  her  nakednesae.  [326]  How  fat*  serpent"  faf  was 
most*  wily  of  att  o])er  beestes  ])af  god  h&p  maked 
seide  to  ^e  womman  IT  Comaunded  god  to  30a 
je  shuld  not*  eten  of  euery  tree  in  paiadys  [327]  IT  The 
womman  answerd  of  ^e  fruyte  quod  she  of  ])e  trees 
in  paradise  we  feden  vs.  Buf  soply  of  pe  fipoyte  of  po 
tree  J>af  is  in  jje  myddel  of  paradys  god  fo]>bede  vs 
forto  ete  ne  nof  touche  if.  lest*  parauenturo  we  shuld 
dyen  [328]  IT  The  serpent*  saide  to  ])e  womman.  nay. 
nay.  30  shollen  deye  of  dethe.  ffor  so))  god  woote  ]>at* 
what*  day  J^at*  90  eten  ])erof.  ^our  eien  shullen  open, 
and  90  shullen  ben  as  goddys  knowynge  good  [and]  hanne 
[329]  IT  The  womman  seie  ]yaf  ])e  tree  was  good 
to  fedynge  and  faire  to  ])e  eyen  and  delitable  to  fe 
si3f  she  toke  of  ])e  fruyte  of  ye  tree  and  ete  of  hit* ./  and 
^af  if  to  her  hnsbonde  and  he  eete .  and  anoon  ))e  eyen  of 
hem  bop  opned  /  [330]  and  whan  Jjat*  Jei  knewe 
])af  ])ei  were  naked  ]>e[i]  sewed  of  fige  leeues  in  manere 
of  breche  to  hideu  her  membres  [331]  IT  Here  may  30 
see  l^af  dedly  synne  ha])  forsf  suggestion  of  fe 
feende  as  schewe]>  here  by  the  naddere.  And  afterwarJ 
])e  delit*  of  pQ  flessh  as  schewe)>  here  by  Eua.  And 
after  ])af  ])e  consenting*  of  pQ  resofl  as  schewep  by. 
^^dam  [332]  IT  ffor  trust*  wel  poje  so  were  |>at  J)e 
fende  tempted  oon  ])at*  is  to  sale  pe  flessh.  And  /  pQ 
flessh  had  delite  in  pe  bewte  and  ]>e  fix)yte  deffended 
^it*  certes  til  paf  reson  ])af  is  to  sayn  Adam  con- 
sented .  to  pe  etinge  of  fe  firuyte  pat*  stood  h^e  in  astate 
of  Innocence .  [333]  pilk  Adam  toke  •  pilk 
synne  of  OriginaH .  ffor  of  hem  flesshly  descended .  bene  we  att 
and  engendred .  of  vile  and  corrupte  matere .  [334]  And 
whan  pe  soule  is  putt*  in  our  body,  n^t*  anoon  is  con- 
tracte  origynal  synne.  and  pat*  was  eersf  bat*  only 
peyne  of  concupiscens  f  is  af terwarc)  bop  peyne  and 
synne.    [335]  And  perfore   be  we  aH:  ybom  sones  of 
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wreth  and  of  dampnaciofi  perdoiable  if  if  nere  baptisme 
fat*  we  receyuen  whidl  bynymef  vb  fe  Culpe.  But^  for- 
Bop  fe  peyne  dwellef  wip  vs  as  J>e  ^temptacion  wliic& 
peyne  lii3f  concapissens .  [336]  And  pia  concnpifisence 
whan  if  is  wrongfully  disposed  or  ordeyned  in  man  if 
make])  hym  to  coneite  coneitise  of  flessti  flesshly  synne 
by  si^f  of  his  eyen  as  to  er]>ly  ])ingges  and 
eke  couetise  of  hynes  of  pride  of  herf 

[337]  ^  ^ow  as  to  speke  of  J)e  fdrsf  Coneitise 
])af  is  concupiscence  After  ])e  lawe  of  our  membres 
pat  weren  lawfully  maked  and  by  rightful  Iuggi&- 
menf  of  god.  [338]  I  say  for  as  moche  as  man  is  nof 
obeysaunf  to  god  ])af  is  his  lord  J>erfo  is  his  fleiss!!  to 
hym  disobeisaunf  ]H)rghe  concupiscens  [. 

[339] 

...  no  gap  in  the  MS,]  if  is  impossible  buf  if  he  be 
tempred.  somtyme  in  his  fles^  and  anoyed  to  iqmne 
[340]  And  p\B  ping*  may  nof  faille  as  longe  as  ]>af  he  lyuef . 
if  may  wel  wexe  feble  and  faile.  by  vertue  of  bapteme 
and  by  pe  grace  of  god.  ])Ourghe  penitence.  [341]  buf 
fully  shal  if  neuere  quenche  f af  he  ne  shal  som-. 
tyme  be  neued  in  hym  self,  buf  he  were  aH  refreyned  by 
siknes    or    by    malefice    of    sorcerie    or    cold    drinkes 

irFMiui/  [342]  ffor  whaf  Beip  seinf  Poule.  pQ  flessb  coueiten 
i^einf  pe  IT  spirif .  and  pe  sprif  i^einsf  pe  fles^  ))ei 
bene  so  contrarie  and  so  striuen  ])af  a  man  may  nof 
allway  as  he  wolde  [343]  IT  The  same  seinf  paule 
aftere  his  grete  penaunce  in  water  and  in  lond  in  water 
by  nyghf .  and  in  day  by  grete  perile  and  in  grete  peyne 
in  londe  and  enfamyne  and  thrusf  in  colde  and  dojies. 
&  onys  scorned  almosf  to  pe  de])e.  [344]  jif  seid  he 
alias  I  catiff  man.  who  shal  deliuere  me  from  ]h)  prison 

^unadnui  of  my  catif  body  [345]  And  seinf  lerom  whan  he 
longe  tym  had  wonned  in  deserte  where  as  he  had  no 
company.      buf       beestes.       wher       as       he       had 
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no  mete  buf  herbes .  and  watere  to  his  drink*,  ne  no' bed  / 

bat*  fe  naked  erpe .  for  whiche  his  flessll  was  blak*  as  an  / 

Ethiopen  for  hete  and  neighe  destroied  for  colde  [346] 

^it^  seide   he.    ])e   brennynge  of  lecherie   boiled   in  al 

his  body.  [347]  Wherfore  I  woote  wel  sikerly  ^at*  ])ei 

bene  desceyued  J^af  saien  ]>af  ^ei  ne  bene  not*  tempted  in 

her  body.    [348]  Witnesse  of  seynf  lame  pe  apostel.  YiMobu!/ 

J^af  sei^  paf  enezy  wijf  is  tempted  in  his  owne  con- 

capiscence.  ])at*  is  to  say  ])af  enerich  of  ys  ha^  matere 

and  occasion  to  be  tempted  of  ]>e  norsshinge  of  synne 


^at^  is  in  his  body.   [349]  And  fedov  seiji  seinf  Iohn)iri 
pe  Euattngelisf  IT  jif  J)af  we  seyne  paf  we  be  wi)K)uten 
synne  we  disceyuen  onr  self,  and  trouj^e  is  not*  in  ys . 

[350]  Kow  ^shuUen  jee  vnderstonde  in  whaf  manere 
paf  synne  wexeji  and  encresep  in  man.  The  fursf 
ping*  is  J^ilk*  norshyng*  of  synne  of  which  I  spak* 
byfom  ])ilk*  concupiscens  [351]  cmd  after 
pat*  comme])  ye  snbiecciofi  of  the  deuel.  ])is  is  to  saye 
the  deueles  bely  ])i  which  he  blowe])  in  man  pe  fire 
of  concapiscence .  [352]  IT  And  aftere  ])at*  a  man  by- 
penkep  hym  whedere  he  wil  doo  or  noon  fUk  ]>inge 
to  which  he  is  tempted  [353]  and  pan  if  pat*  a 
man  wipstonde  and  waye  Off  pe  foist*  entisinge  of  his 
fles^  and  of  pe  feende  pan  is  it*  no  synne  And  if  if 
so  be  pat*  he  do  not*  soo  pan  felep  he  andn  a  flanmbe 
of  delite  [354]  and  pan  it*  is  good  to  be  ware  and  to  kepe 
hym  wel.  Or  ellis  he  wil  Mle  anon  into  consentyng*  of 
synne  and  pan  wil  he  do  it*  if  he  mowe  haue  tyme 
and  space.  [355]  And  /  of  pis  matere  seip  Moyses  by  ^KofMsS/ 
pe  denel  in  pis  manere.  The  fende  seip  I  wil 
chace  and  pursue  pe  man  by  wicked  suggestions 
and  I  wil  henf  hym  by  mouyng*  or  stiiinge  of 
synne  And  I  wil  departe  my  prise  or  my  prey  by  de- 
liberaciotm.  and  my  lust*  shal  be  accomplised  by  delite 
IT  I  wil  drawe  my  swerde  in  consentynge .  [356]  ffor  certes 
li^f  as  a  sweerde  departep  a  piuge  in  twoo  peces  Bi^t* 
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80  coDBenting*  departe)»  god  fro  man  and  than 
wil  I  sclee  bym  Mri))  m jn  honde  in  detbe  /  of  synne .  fna 
sei)»  pe  feende  [357]  ffor  certes  ])an  is  a  man  al 
dede  in  saule  and  pxis  is  synne  conplised  by  tempt- 
acion  by  delite  and  by  consentinge  and  ]>an  is 
eynne  cleped  ^  auuiel  //  p  n  ^r  ct  «■  oei 

[358]  ffor  8oJ>e  synne  is  in  two  manere  /  eifec 
if  is  venial  synne  or  dedly  synne .  IT  Sojily  wban  man  loueji 
eny  creature  more  ]>an  Jhesn  crisf  onr  creature  Jvan 
is  if  dedly  synne  And  venial  synne  it  is  if  man  loue 
Ib6«Ti  crisf  lasse  ])an  bym  ou^te.  [359]  for  Bop  pQ 
dede  of  ]>is  venial  synne  is  f  ul  perilous .  ffor  if  amenuse]> 
pe  loue  ])af  man  sbuld  baue  to  god  more  and  more 
[360]  And  J>erfor  if  a  man  charge  more  hym  self  wij  mony 
such  venyal  synnes .  certes  buf  if  if  so  be  ]>af  he  som- 
tyme  discharge  hym  of  hem  by  shnff  pei  may  ful 
li^thly  amenuse  in  hym  al  pQ  loue  ]>af  he  haj>  to  Ihe«u 
crisf  [361]  and  pis  scipped  venial  into  dedly 
synne.  ffor  certes  pe  more  ])af  a  man  charge))  his  saule 
vnp  venial  synnes .  pe  more  is  he  enclyned  to  falle  in 
dedly  synne  [362]  And  J)erfor  laf  vs  naf  be  negligenf  to 
discharge  vs  of  venyal  sj^nnes.  ffor  pe  prouerbe  seiji 
])af  mony  smale  make]>  a  grete.  [363]  And  barken 
pia  ensample  A  grete  wawe  of  the  See  comme]>  somfyme 
\n]>  so  grete  a  violence  pQ,if  if  drenche])  pe  shippe 
and  pe  same  harme  doon  somtyme  pe  smale  dropes 
of  water  p&V  entre]>  povgti  a  litel  creues  into  pe 
thorrok  and  into  pe  botme  of  pe  shipp.  if  men  be  so 
necligenf  peA,  men  ne  ^discharge  hem  nof  by  tyme 
[364]  And  ]>erfore  al  povL^e  pere  be  difference  bytwixe 
])ise  twoo  causes  of  drenching*,  algates  pe  ship  is 
dreinf  [365]  IT  Ei3t  so  toxep  if  somtyme  of  dedly 
synne  and  of  annoyous  /  venyal  synnes  whan  ]>ei 
multiplie  in  a  man  so  gretly  ^af  pUk  worldly  ])ingges 
p&V  he  loue))  ]>org&  which  he  synne]>  venyally  is 
as  grete  in  his  herf  as  pe  loue  of  god  or  more  [366] 
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And  ferf or  Je  loue  of  euery  finge  Jaf  is  nof  bysette  in  god 

ne    doon    principaly    for   goddes    sake    al    foi    a    man 

lone  if  lasse  ]>an  god .  jif  is  if  venyal  synne .  [367]  And 

dedly    synne    whan    })e    loue    of    eny    ])iDge.    weieji 

in  )>e  herf  of  a  man  as  moc&  as  ye  lone  of  god.   or 

more  [368]   more  dedly  synne   as   seij)  seinf   Austyfl .  ir  Angostiittw 

is  whan  man  turne])   his  herf  fro    god  whic&    ))af  is 

verrey  souereyne    bounte    Jjaf    may  naf    chaunge.    and 

3eue))  his  herf  to  a  ]7inge  ]7af  may  change  and  flitte. 

[369]  and  certes  ])af  is  eveiy  ]7inge  sauf  god  only  of  heuene . 

ffor  so]>  is  3if  ])af  a  man  ^if  his  loue  pQ  which  ]7af 

he  oweip  al  to  god  wi))  al  his  herf  vnto  a   creature. 

certes    as    moche    of    loue    as    he    3eueth    to    whiche 

creature  so  moche  [he]  byreue))  fro  god  [370]  and  J>er- 

fore  doo^  he  synne.  ffor  he  ))af  is  dettour  to  god  ne 

jelde])  nof  al  his  dette   to  god  ))af  is  to  sayn  al  ^e 

loue  of  his  hert 

[37 1]  U  Now  sipens  a  man  vnderstondejj  generally  which 
is  yenyal  synne.  ]7an  is  it  conable  to  tellen  of  special 
synnes  whidb  ])af  mony  a  man  parauenture  ne 
deme))  hem  nof  sy72nes  ne  schryuen  hem  naf  of  ye 
same  J^ingges  and  ^if  na]7elees  ])ei  bene  synnes 
[372]  and  Boplj  as  clerkes  writen  )>i3  is  to  say 
y&t  euery  tyme  pat  a  man  etep  or  drinkep  more  pan 
suffiseth  to  pe  sustinaunce  of  his  body  in  certeyn  he  dop 
synne  [373]  H  And  eke  whan  he  spekep  more  pan 
it  nedep.  if  is  synne.  eke  whan  he  harkenep  nof 
mekely  pe  complaynf  of  pe  poore.  [374]  eke  whan 
he  is  in  hele  of  body  and  wil  nof  fasf  whan  op^re  men 
fasf  withouten  cause  resonable.  Eke  whan  he  sclepep 
more  pan  nedeth  or  whan  he  commep  by  pilk*  enchesofi 
late  to  chur(^  or  to  opere  workys  of  charite.  [375] 
Eke  whan  he  ysep  his  wiff  wip-outen  souereyne  desire 
of  engendrure  to  honure  of  god.  Or  for  pe  entenf 
to  ^eelde  to  his  wiff  pe  dette  of  his  body.  [376]  Eke 
whan  he  wil  nof  yisite  pe  seke  or  pe  prisoners  when  he  maye. 
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Eke  if  he  loue  wiff  or  cliil<}  or  eny  woridely 
ping*  more  ]>an  reson  require]).  Eke  if  he  flatere  or 
blanndis^  more  ^an  hjm  oujt^  for  eny  necessite./ 
[377]  ^  Eke  if  he  amennse  or  wijjdrawe  J)e  almeese  of 
pe  poor./  in  Eke  if  he  apparaillep  hia  mete  more 
delicioosly  pan  nede  is .  or  ete  it*  to  hastely  by  licourous- 
nesse  [378]  H  Eke  if  he  tale  vanytees  at*  pe  churche  or 
af  goddes  seniise .  or  pat*  he  be  a  talker  of  ydel  wordys 
of  foly  or  of  yilanye.  for  he  shal  jeelde  acconntes  of 
it*  at  pe  day  of  dome  [379]  IT  Eke  whan  he  bihotep 
or  assorep  to  done  pingge^  paf  he  may  not  perfonrme 
IT  Eke  whan  paf  by  l^tnesse  of  foly  [he]  mysseiep 
or  scomep  his  neighbour  [380]  IT  Eke  whan  he  hap  eny 
wikked  suspecion  of  pinge  per  he  ne  wote  of  it*  no  sop- 
fastnesse  [381]  IT  Thise  /  pinges  and  moo  wip-out*  nombre 

IT  AvguHimu.   bene  synnes  as  seip  seynt*  Anstyne 

[382]  IT  Now  shul  men  ynderstonde  paf  al  be  if  soo 
paf  noon  /  erpely  man  may  eschwe  aH  venial  synnes .  ^if 
may  he  refreyn  hym  by  pe  brennyng*  loue  paf  he 
hap  to  our  lord  Jhesu.  crisf  and  by  preiers  and  confession;i 
and  oper  good  werkes  so  paf  if  shal  buf  litel  greue. 

tUm./  [383]  ffor  as  seip  seynf  Austyne.  If  a  man  loue  god 

in  sudl  manere  paf  al  paf  euere  he  doop  is  in  pe 
loue  of  god  /  or  for  pe  loue  of  god  verreyly.  for  he 
brennep  in  pe  loue  of  god .  [384]  IT  loke  howe  moche  paf 
a  drope  of  watere  paf  fallep  in  a  foumays  ful  of  fuyr^ 
annoyep  or  greuep  so  moche  annoyep  a  venyal 
synne  ynto  a  man  paf  is  parfif  in  pe  loue  of  Ihem 
crisf  [385]  IT  Men  may  also  refreyne  venyal  synne 
by  pe  receyuynge  of  pe  precious  body  of 
Ih^OTi  crisf  [386]  By  receyuyng*  eke  of  holy  watere. 
by  almes  dede.  by  general  confessioil  of  confiteor 
af  pe  mas.  af  complyne.  and  by  blessing*  of 
bisshoppys  and  of  preestes  and  by  other  good  werkes. 
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H  Sequitnr  de  septem  feccatin  mortalibu^ .  WiUicet 

de  Snp^bia .  eif*  eortim  dependenc^B . 

circiU7i8taiu4J8  &  speotantibns .  /. 

li  T^fow  is  it*  bihouely  finge  to  tellen  whicli  bene 
X  1  dedly  synnes  }>af  is  to  say  Caytifnesse 
of  synnes  al  ])ei  renne  in  cooles.  but*  in 
dyuers  manere  V  Now  bene  ])ei  cleped  Caytifi 
for  as  moche  as  y^i  bene  cheef.  and  spryngen  of  aH 
oj^er  synnes  [388]  Of  ])e  loote  of  ])ise  vij.  synnes. 
pride  is  ])e  general  rote  of  al  harmes.  ffor  of 
])is  roote  springen  certeyn  braunches.  as  Ire.  Envie. 
Accidie,  or  sclowetb.  Auarice.  or  couetise  to  comon 
yndeistondinge .  Glotenye.  and  lechery.  [389]  And 
eaericb  of  fiae  chief  synnes  hap  his  braunches  and  his 
twigges .  as  shal  be  declared  in  her  chapiters  f  olowynge , 

[De  snperbia.] 

[390]  And  foxx^e  so  be  ))af  no  man  can  /  telle  vtterly 
^e  nombre  of  ^  twigges  and  of  ])e  harmes  ]7af  commeji  of 
pride,  ^it*  wil  I  shewe  a  party  of  hem  as  30  shul 
Tnderstond.  [391]  Ther  is  Inobeiience  Anatmtinge. 
Tpocreiie.  Despite,  arro^gance.  Imprudence.  Swellinge 
of  hert*.  Insolence.  EhudotoL.  Pertinaoie.  yeynglorieS 
Inpadence  H  strif .  Contumacie.  presnmcioiin .  irrener- 
eiioe  H  and  mony  anoj^ei'  twigge  ])af  I  can  not*  declare  [392] 
IT  Inobedient*  is  he  ]7at*  disobeie]>  for  despite  to  ])e  comaun- 
menf  of  god  and  to  his  8ouere3rn8  and  to  his  goostly 
fadere  [393]  H  Auawnfour  is  he  fat*  booste]>  of  pe  harme 
or  of  )>e  bounte  ]7af  he  ha]>  doon  [394]  H  Ipocresie  is 
hee  ^f  hide))  hym  to  shewe  hym  sucti  as  he  is.  and 
schewe]>  hym  suche  as  he  is  not*  [395]  f  Dispitoos- 
is  he  ^t*  hsLp  disdeyne  of  his  neighbours  paif  is  to' 
sayn  of  his  euen  /  cristen  or  hap  despite  to  doo  ]>at* 
hym  oujf  to  doo  [396]  IT  Arrogance  is  he  ])af  penkep 
])at*  he  ha])  ])ilk*  bountes  in  hym  that  he  ha])  not*,  or 
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wene^  ^a.if  he  sliuld  bane  hem  of  his  desertes.  or 
ellis  fai?  he  deme]>  ^a.V  he  he .  y&V  he  nys  noujt^  [397]  ^  In^- 
pudenf  is  he  J>at*  for  his  pride  h&p  no  shame  for  his 
syime  [398]  IT  Swelling*  of  harte  is  he.  whan  a  man 
reioyaef  hyw  of  harme  pat*  he  haj  doil  [399]  H  Inso- 
lenf  is  he.  ^t*  despiseji  in  his  luggemenf  al  opet 
folk  as  to  regarde  of  his  valewe  and  of  his  connynge .  and  of 
his  spekinge .  and  /  of  his  berynge  [400]  II  Elaciod  is  whan 
])at*  he  ne  may  neij^er  sof&e  to  haue  maistrie  ne  felawe  [401] 
H  Inpacient*  is  he  Jjaf  wil  not*  bene  ytaujf  ne  vnder- 
nome  of  his  vices  and  by  strif  werreie])  /  trou]>e  wittyngly 
and  defendejy  his  folye  [402]  II  Contymax  is  he  feiJif 
porghe  his  indignacion  is  a^einsf  euericb  auttorite  or 
power  of  hem  Jaf  bene  his  souereyns  [403]  U  Pre- 
sompcion  is  he.  whan  a  man  take]>  an  emprise  ]7at 
hjm  ou^f  nof  to  doo .  or  ellis  he  may  if  nou^t  doo  and  |>at^ 
is  called  Snrquidrie  H  In-euerence  is  whan  men  done  naf 
honnre  ]7er  as  hem  oujf  to  doon.  and  waiten  to  be 
reuerensed  [404]  H  Pertynacy  is.  whan  a  man  defende]) 
his  foly .  and  truste])  to  moche  to  his  owne  witte .  [405] 
V  Yeynglorie  is  forto  haue  pompe  and  delite  in 
temporel  henynesse  and  glorifie  hem  in  worldly 
estates  [406]  H  langelynge  is  whan  a  man  speke]>  to 
moche  tof om  folke  and  clappep  as  a  mylle .  and  take))  no 
kepe  what*  he  aaip, 

[407]  and  jif  is  ])er  a  privey  spice  of  pride  Jjaf 
waite]?  first*  to  be  halowed  or  he  wil  be  salwed  al  be  he 
lasse  wor])i  ]>an  ])at*  o])ere  is  parauenture  and  eke  he 
waite])  or  desire))  to  sitte  or  to  goo  aboue  hym  in 
fe  way  or  kys  paxe  or  bene  ensensed  or  goon  /  to 
ofiDdnge  byfom  his  neighbour  [408]  and  sucb  [.    .     .    . 

.....  RO  gap  in  the  MS,]  a  pronde  desire  to  be 
magnyfied  /  and  honoured  to  fom  ])e  puple. 

[409]  H  Nowe  befl  pere  twoo  maners  of  pride,  J)af 
oon    of   hem    is   'wif-in   fe   herte    ^of   man   and   ^lif 

PETWORTH  636  (6.T.  620)  P  leaf »] 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ iC 


BIX-TKXT  621 

OBoup  L  §  8.  parson's  talb.  Petworth  MS.  637 

oJj«/    is    wi]H)ut*    [410]    II    Of    which    sojjly    pe    for 

seide  ]>ingge9  and  moo  ]>aii  I  hane  aeide  appertenat^nte  to 

pride  ])af  is  in  pe  heite  of  man.  And  ])erto  o])er  spices 

of    pride    bene    wi])-oaten    [411]    Baf    na]7elees    oon 

of   ))ise   spices   of   pride   is   signs    of   ])af   o])er/    Ei3f 

as  /  ])e  gay  leenesett  atf  tanems  is  signs  of  fe  wyne 

pB,^  is  in  ]7e  salere.   [412]  As  ]>is  is  in  mony  J^ingges 

as  in  specheand  incoontenannces.  And  in  outrageous  aiayeof 

clo])inge  /  [413]    for    certes  of   ^ia  nad    he  no   synnefVoAtdampfr- 

in  clo]>inge .  Crist*  wold  not*  so  sons  haue noted  and  spoke  of  )>e  mm. 

clo]>inge  of  ])ilki  riche  men  in  ])e  gospefi  [414]  f  And 

as  sei]>  seynf    Giegore.    ])af   precious   clo]7ing*   is   cou- 

pable  for  J^e  der])e  of  hit*,  and  for  his  sojmesse  and 

for  his  straungenesse .  and  for  his  disgisenesse  and  for  fe  super- 

fluite.  or  for  ye  inordinate  scantnesse  [.     .     .     .    [415] 


no  gap  in  the  MS,] 

[416]  as  to  ])e  furst*  synne  ]7af  is  in  sup^uyte  of 
cloj^inge  which  ^af  make]>  if  so  dere  to  harme  of  ])e 
puple  [417]  J)af  only  J>e  cost"  of  enbrawdynge. 
J>e  degyse  endentynge  or  barringe,  owdyng*  palynge. 
or  bendinge.  and  semblable  waasf  of  clo))inge 
in  Tanyte  [418]  But*  Jjer  is  also  costlewe  fuiringe  in 
her  gownes  /  so  moc!l  pownsenynge  of  Chisels  to  maken 
holes,  so  mochel  daggyng*  of  sheres  [419]  forj^with 
the  Superfluyte  in  length  of  ])e  forseide  goimes  tral- 
ynge  in  fe  dunge  and  in  ]>e  myre  on  hors  and  eke  on 
foote  as  wel  of  man  as  of  womman  faf  al  piUc 
traillyng*  is  vetr^ly  as  in  effecte  waasted .  consumed .  thred- 
bare  and  roten  vrip  dunge  ra]>er  ])an  if  is  ^euen  to 
}>e  poor  to  grete  damage  of  )>e  forseid  poor  folkl 
[420]  and  })at  in  sondrie  wise  This  is'  to  seyn.  )»e 
more  ])af  cloo]»  is  waasted  )>e  more  mote  if  coef  to 
ye  puple  for  pe  scarcenesse  [421]  IT  And  fer]>erouere 
if  if  so  be  )»af  fei  wolde  jeue  suche  pounsoned  and 
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dagged  clo])ing*  to  fe  poor  folk*,  if  is  not*  conuenienf 
to  were  for  her  estate  ne  suffisaunt*  to  bete  her  necessite 
to  kepe  hem  from  ]>e  desperaunce  of  pe  firmament 
[422]  H  On  ])at  oper  side  to  speke  of  ]>af 
disordynaf  scantemesse  of  clopinge  as  bene  thise  Catted 
scloppes  or  hanselynes  ]>ati  ))orgh  her  schortnesse  ne 
keuere  nof  J^e  shameful  membres  of  man  to  wikked 
entent*[423]  Alassommeof  hemshewen  peShappeand  ])ebote 
of  ye  horrible  swollen  menbres  ^af  semej? 
like  to  ]>e  malady  of  himia  in  the  wrapping*  of  her  hosen . 
[424]  and  eke  J^e  buttokkes  of  hem  fat  faren  as  it*  were 
])e  hynder  part*  of  assha  ape  in  ])e  ful  of  ])e  mone. 
[425]  And  more  ouer  the  wrecched  swollen  membres 
]:at  fei  /  shewe  porgh  disgisinge  in  departinge  of 
her  hosen  white  and  ^rede  seme]>  pat*  half  hyre  shame- 
ful prive  membres  weren  flaynd  [426]  and  so  be  ))at* 
])ei  departen  her  hosen  in  o];ere  colouis  as  is  white 
and  blak*  or  white  and  blewe  or  blak*  and  rede  and  so  / 
forp.  [427]  Jjan  ne  semef  if  as  by  variaunce  of  coloure 
Jjaf  half*  Jje  party  of  his  privey  membres  bene  corrupte 
by  Je  fuyr  of  seynf  Antonye  or  by  cancre  or  by  oper 
such  meschaunces  [428]  H  ^if  of  ))e  hyndere  parte  of  her 
buttokkes  if  is  ful  horrible  forto  see.  for  certes  in  ])af 
party  of  her  body  per  as  Jjei  puigen  her  stynkinge 
ordure  [429]  paf  foule  party  shewe  pei  proudely  to  ye  puple 
in  despite  of  honeste.  which  honeste  y&if 
IhesM  cnsf  and  his  firendes  obserued  to  shewe  in  his 
lif  [430]  IT  ITow  as  to  outragious  aray  of  wommen 
god  woote  yovL^Q  J^e  Tisage  of  hem  semen 
ful  chaaste  and  debonaira .  ^if  notefyen  ])ei  ire  her  aray  of 
artyre  likerousnesse  and  pnde  [431]  H  I  say  nof  J>af 
honeste  in  clo])inge  of  man  and  womman  is  vncon- 
able .  buf  cartes  fe  superfluite  or  ]>e  disordynate  scantite 
of  clo))inge  is  reproueable  [432]  IT  Also  ye  synne  of 
anomamenf  or  apparaile  in  pingges  )>af  appartenen 
to  ridynge .  as  into  mony  delicate  horses  ])af  bene  holden 
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for  delite .  J)af  fei  bene  so  faire ,  fatte  and  cosiJewe .  [433] 

and     also    mony    a    vicious     knaue     Meyntened     by 

cause  [of  hem]  and  in  to  curious  bamays  and  in  sadels .  In 

ciopouis  in  peytrellis  and  brideH  keuered  vnp  precious 

dofe   and   riche    barres   and    plates    of    golde   and   of 

fliluere .    [434]    ffor    wbicL    god    seif    by    Sakaiye    Je  t 

propbete  U  I  wil  confounde  Jje  riders  of  sucbe  boises 

[435]  '  Tbis  folk*  taken  litel  rewardinge  of  Jje  lydinge  of 

goddes  sone  of  beuene  and  of  bis  bamays  wban  be  rode 

ypon    an    asse    and    bad    noon    o]7er    bamayes    buf 

elopes    of    bis    poor    disciples,    ne   w[e]  ne    rede    nof 

J/af  euere  be  rode  on  oper  beesf  //  [436]  I  speke  J>us 

of    Jje  synne  of  superfluyte  and  nof  for  pe  resonable 

boneste  wban   reson  it   lequirep.   [437]  And   ierper   / 

ouer  certes  pride  is  gretly  notefied  in  boldinge  of  grete 

mayne  wban  pei  bene  of  litel  profif  or  of  rijf  of  no  profite 

[438]  And  namely  wban  pat  Mayne  is  felenous  and  damag- 

ous  to  pe  puple  by  bardynesse  of  bie  lordship  or  by 

wey    of    office.    [439]    ffor    certus    sucfi    lordes   foylen 

pan    ber    lordsbipes    to    pe    deuel    of   belle    wban    pei 

sustene  pe  wikkednesse  of  ber  mayne  [440]  IT  Or  ellis 

wban   pise   folk*  of  lowe   degree,   as   pUk   pat*   balden 

ostelers.       sustene       pe       peff       for       ber       ostilers 

and      pat*     is      in      mony      ^  manors      of     disceytes. 

[441]  Tbilk*  manure  of  folkl  bene  pe  flies  pat*  folowen 

pe  bonye  Or  ellis  pe  boundes  pat*  folowen  pe  Careyil 

wbicb  forseide  folk  straoglen  spirituelly  ber  lordsbipes. 

[442]  ffor  wbicti  pus  seip  "Dauid  pe  p'opbet    H  Wikked  t»«t»«pro- 

dep  mote  come  on  pilk  lordesbipes  and  [god]  ^eue  pat* 

pei    mote    descende   a   doune   into    belle,    ffor   in    ber 

bouses  bene  iniquitees  and  sbrewdenesses  and  nof  god 

of  beuene.  [443]  And  certes  buf  if  pei  done  amende- 

menf  £i3f  so  as  god  jaf  bis  blessinge  to  Pbarao  by  pe 

seruise  of  lacob .  &  to  Laban  by  tbe  seruise  of  losepb . 

Bi^f  so  god  wil  jeue  bis  malison  to  sucbe  lordsbippes 

as  to  sustene  pe  wikkednesse  of  ber  seruatmtes  [.    •     •    . 
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.  .  w)  gap  in  the  MS.]  [444]  H  Pride  of  ^e  table  apperej^ 
eke  ful  off .  for  certes  /  riche  men  bene  cleped  to  feestes 
and  poor  folk*  ben  putte  away  and  rebuked  [445] 
in  ezcesse  of   dyuers  metes  and   drynkes  and   namely 

Buche  manere  of  bake  metes  [ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.]  and 

of  semblabled  waast  so  pat*  if  is  /  abusion  forto  ])enk*  [446] 
and  eke  in  grete  preciousnesse  of  vesseH  and  cnriosite 
of  Mynstralcie  by  ]>e  whicti  a  man  is  stired  ]}e  more  to 
delices  of  luxurie  [447]  If  so  be  ]>af  be  sette  his  herf 
lease  vpon  our  lord  Ihesn  crisf  certeyn  it*  is  a 
synne  And  certeynly  ])e  delites  /  myjf  bene  so  grete 
in  ])e  caas  J^af  men  myjf  li^tly  falle  by  bem  into 
dedly  synne  [448]  H  The  Eepices  J>af  sonrden  of  prtde. 
so]7ly  vfhsai  ])ei  sourden  of  malice  ymagyned  and  avised 
and  f  orn  cast* . .  or  ellis  of  Tsage  bene  dedly  synnes .  it*  is 
no  donte.  [449]  And  whan  ]>ei  sourden  by  freelte  vn- 
avised  sodeynly  and  sodeynly  wi]>drawe  i^ein.  s&  bene 
})ei  greuous  synnes  I.  gesse  faif  ])ei  be  not* 
dedly  [450]  H  Kowe  myght*  men  aske  wherof  J?at*  pride 
sourde])  and  springeth.  And  I  say  somtyme  if 
springe])  of  ]>e  goodes  of  nature  and  somtyme  of 
]>e  goodes  of  fortune,  and  somtyme  of  J^e  goodes  of 
grace.  [451]  Certes  ]>e  goodes  of  nature  stonden 
in  pe  goodes  of  body  or  goodes  of  soule  [45  2j 
Certes  pe  goodes  of  body  bene  hele  of  body 
strength  delyuernesse .  beute.  gentrie.  ffirannchises 
[453]  ^  Goodes  of  nature  of  ))e  saule  bene  good  wi]) 
sharpe  vnderstondinge  sotile  engin  IT  vertu  material,  good 
memorie  [454]  H  Goodes  of  fortune  ben  richeses 
bye  degrees  of  lordshipes.  preisynges  of  J>e  pnple  [455] 
U  Goodes  of  grace  bene  sciences,  power  to  suflfre 
spiritueH  trauaile  benygnitees  vertuous  contemplaciofi . 
wi])stondyng*  of  temptaciofi  and  semblable  ]>ingges 
[456]  of  which  forseide  goodes  certes  if  is  a  ful  grete 
foly  a  man  to  priden  hym  in  eny  of  hem  aU^.  [457] 
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Now  as  forto  speke  of  goodes  of  nature,  god  wote  ^at* 
somtyma  ^we  han  hem  in  nature  as  moche  to  our 
damage  as  to  ooi'  profif  [458]  As  forto  speke  of 
hel]7e  of  bodyf  certys  if  passe]>  M  li^tly.  and  eke  it* 
is  fill  oft  encheson  of  ]»e  siknesse  of  ])e  saule  for 
god  wote  pe  flessb  is  a  f ol  grete  enymye  to  ]>e  sonle 
And  ])erfore  ])e  more  )»af  a  body  is  hool  ]>e  more 
be  we  in  perile  to  falle  [459]  V  Eke  forto  pride  hym  in 
his  strenghf  of  body  it*  is  an  hie  foly  for  certes 
]}e  flessti  coaeite]>  i^einsf  ^e  spirit  And  ay  ])e  more 
strongs  ])af  ]>e  flessh  isf  ])e  sorier  may  ])e  sanle  be 
[460]  f  And  oueral  pis  strength  of  body  and  worldly 
hardnesse  cause]>  ful  often  many  men  to  perile  and 
meschaunce  [461]  H  Eke  forto  pride  hym  of  his 
gcntrie  is  ful  grete  foly .  £for  often  tyme  ])e  gentry  of  pe 
body,  bygynne])  )>e  gentry  of  the  saule  And  eke  we 
bene  al  of  oon  fadere  and  al  of  00  modere .  and  al  we  be 
of  00  nature  roten  and  corrupte  bo]>  richo  and  poor 
[462]  H  fforso])  a  manere  gentrie  is  to  preise 
fB,¥  apparaiUe])  mannys  corage  wi]>  vertues  of  moralitees 
and  make])  hym  cristes  child  [463]  H  iffor  trestej)  wel  J>af 
ouer  what<  man  ^af  synne  h&p  maistrie  he  is  verrey 
chorle  to  synne. 

[464]  H  Nowe  bene  ])ere  general  ]>ingges  of  gentilnesses . 
as  schewyng*  of  vices  or  ribawdry  and  s^ruage  of 
synne.  in  worde.  in  werk.  in  contenaunce  [465]  & 
vsyng*  vertu.  Curtesie.  and  clennesse  and  to  be 
liberal  ])at*  is  to  sayn  /  large  by  mesure.  ffor  ]7ilk  ^at* 
passen  mesure  is  foly  and  synne  [466]  H  A  no^er  is 
to  remembre  hym  of  bounte  paf  he  of  o}ere  folk*  haj; 
roceyued.  [467]  Anopere  is  to  be  benigne  of  his 
sogette .  wher-fore  as  sei])  Senek .  Ther  is  no  pinge  more  t 
conable  to  a  man  of  hie  estate  ])an  debonairte 
[468]  IT  And  ]>erfore  ])ise  flies  ]>af  men  / 
clcpen  bees  whan  pei  maken  her  kynge  ])ei  chesen 
oon  })af  ha})  no  prikke  wherwiji  he  may  stynge  [469] 
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^  Ano])er  is  a  man  to  baue  a  noble  berf  and  a  diligent 
to  atteyn  to  bie  vertuous  J^in^es  [470*  see  after  474  and 
Hengvrrt  and  Petioorth  MS8. 

no  gap  in  the  MS,"] 

[471]  V  Certes  also  wbo  jMtt*  pride])  bym  in  ^  goodes  of 
fortune  be  is  a  ful  giete  fool,  ffor  somtyme  is  a  man  a 
fol  grete  lord  by  ])e  morowe  f  ^t^  is  a  wieccbe  and  a  caytif 
er  it*  be  nygbf  [472]  And  somtyme  )>e  [.•••,.     . 

no  gap  in  the  MS."]  delites  of  a  man  ben 

cause  of  ))e  grenoas  malady  jiorgb  wbicb  be  dyet& 
[473]  Certes  ]>e  commendaciofi  of  ]>e  puple  is  som- 
tyme fol  fals  and  fol/  brutile  forto  trest*.  Tbis  day  J^ei 
preise  to  morowe  ]7ei  blame.  [474]  God  woote  desire  to 
bane  commendacidn  eke  of  puple  baji  caused  dejie  to 
mony  a  bisy  man  [*47o]  Now  certys 
a  man  ^to  pride  bym  in  goodes  of  grace  is  eke  an 
outrageous  foly  for  J^ilk*  ^ifbes  of  grace  ])af  sbuld 
baue  turned  bym  to  goodnesse  and  to  medecyne.  tume^ 
1fr«g0Ht(f  bym  to  yenym  and  to  confusiofL  as  seitb  seynt  Gr^or. 
[475]  ^  N^^  syjjens  fat*  so  is  faf  30  ban 
Tnderstonden  wbat  is  pride .  and  wbicti  bene  ]>e  spices  of 
it*  and  wbennys  pride  sourde]>  and  springe]) 

[The  Eemedy  against  Pride,"] 

%  s«ii«di«m  [476]  ^^^  8^^  3^  ynderstonde  wbicb  is  ])e  remedy  i^einst^ 

H  8iip«H»Am      pride .  and  ])at*  is  bumilite  or 

mekenesse  [477]  )>at*  is  a  vertue  ]>org&  wbicb  a  man 
hsLp  verrey  U  knowleccb  of  bym  self  and  bolde])  of  bym 
self  no  pris  ne  deynte  as  in  regarde  of  lus  deserta^ 
consideryng*  euer  bis  &eelte  [478]  H  Now  bene  f&c  tbre 
maners  of  bw/iilite.  as  bumilite  in  berf  anno])er 
in  mou])  /  and  ])e  i^'.  is  in  werkes 
[479]  ^  "^^  bumiUte  of  berte  is  in  iiij.  maners.  ^at^ 
oon  is  wban  a  man  bolde))  byrnself  as  noi^f  wor^ 
by-fore  god   in   beuene.    Ano])er   is    wban  be  despise^ 
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noon  o])er  man  [480]  II  The  iij.  is  whan  he 
lekkeih  nou3t*  fo^e  /  men  bolde  hym  nou^f  wot]>  II  The 
iiy.  is  whan  he  nys  nof  soiy  of  his  hnmiliacion  [481] 
H  Also  }e  humilite  of  moa]>  is  in  4  ))ingges  In 
attemproie  speche  and  in  humblesse  of  speche.  And 
whan  he  byknowe])  wi]>  his  owne  mou])  ))af  he  is 
such  as  hym  ^nkep  ))af  he  is  in  his  hert*.  Ano]>er 
is  whan  he  preise])  fe  bounte  of  anoj^er  man  and 
no]>eng*  J^erof  amenuse]>  [482]  hnmilite  U  Eke  in 
werk*  is  in  4.  maners.  The  fursf  is  whan  he  putte]) 
o])er  men  to-fom  hym.  The  secounde  is  to  chese  fe 
lowest;'  place  onei^  The  i^.  is  gladly  to  assenf 
to  good  counsaile  [483]  H  The  4.  is  gladly  to  stonde  to 
]>e  awaid  of  his  souereyil  or  of  hym  pat*  is  hier 
in  degre  Certeyn  ])is  is  a  grete  werk*  of  humilite . 

f  De  Feccato.  Innidie.  fSeiitviak!/ 

[484] 

Af tere  pride  wil  I  speke  of  ])e  foule  synne  of  envie 
which  faf  is  as  by  J)e  word  of  J)e  philisophre 
sorow  of  o^ere  mannys  prosperite  And  aftere  fe 
word  of  seynt*  Austyne.  it*  is  sorowe  of  ofer  mennes 
wele  and  loie  of  ofcr  mennys  hanne  [485]  U  This 
foule  synne  is  platly  i^einst  ])e  holy  goosf.  al  be  if  so 
^af  enery  synne  be  a3einsf  ]>e  holy  goosf.  3!^ 
for  as  moche  as  bounte  appertenef  proprely  to  fe 
holy  goost*.  and  envie  commelp  proprely  of  malice  fei- 
fore  is  proprely  igenist*  J)e  bounte  of  J)e  holy  goosf 
[486]  U  Now  ha])  malice  \j.  spices.  ]}af  is  to  sayn 
hardnes  of  herte .  And  wikkednesse  or  ellis  ])e  flessh  of 
a  man  is  so  blynde  ])af  he  ^considere])  nof  ])af  he  is  in 

synne  [ ^    no  gap  in  the  MS.]  which 

is  fe  hardnesse  of  ))e  deueli  [487]  H  That*  o]>ere 
spice  of  envie  is  whan  paf  a  man  /  werre])  trou))e 
whan  ])af  he  wote  ^f  if  is  trou])e.  And  eke  whan 
]>af  he  werreie])  ])e  grace  of  ))af  god  ha]>  3eue  to  his 
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neijboure.  and  al  Jis  is  by  envie  [488]  Certes 
Jan  is  envie  J)e  worst?  synne  J>ati*  is.  ffor  soflj 
al  o^&t  synnes  bene  aomtjme  ajein  00  special 
vertue  [489]  Bnt^  oertes  envie  is  ajeinst*  alle  vertues 
and  of  alld  goodnesses  for  if  is  sotj  of  aHe 
bountes  of  neighbour,  and  in  ))is  manere  if  is 
djners  from  alld  maner  synnes.  [490]  ffor  wel  Ynne])es 
is  ])er  eny  synne  Jaf  if  ne  ha])  somme  delite  in  hym  self 
sauf  only  envie  ])af  euer  h&p  in  [hynijself  anguyssb  and 
sorowe  [491]  U  The  spices  of  envie  bene  Jise.  ^r  is 
fuTst  sorowe  of  o])er  mennys  goodnesse  and  of  her  pros- 
perite  [.  .  ,  no  gap  in  the  MS,]  ia  kyndely  matere  of  loye . 
])an  is  enuye  a  synne  a^einst*  kinde.  [492]  V  The 
seconnde  spice  of  envie  13  loie  of  oj^er  mennys  haime. 

[• 

.  .  no  gap  in  the  MS,]  [493]  Of  ])is  seconnde  spice  comme]) 
bakbitynge  [.  .  no  gap  in  ths  MS,]  or  detracciofi  and  fai 
ha]7  \j.  spices  as  thusf  II  Somme  man  preise])  his 
neijbowr  by  a  wikked  entenf.  [494]  for  he  make]) 
alway  a  wikked  knotte  af  the  last*  ende.  alwey  he 
make])  a  buf  at*  ])e  last*  ende.  ])af  is  digne  and  more 
blame  than  worjje  is  al  the  plesinge  [495]  U  The  seconnde 
spice  is  ])af  if  a  man  be  good  and  do]}  and  saif  a 
Jinge  to  good  entenf  fe  bakbiter-  wil  tume  al  fe 
goodnesse  vp  so  doun  to  Ms  schrewde  entenf  [496] 
II  The  lij,  is  to  amenuse  fe  bounte  of  his  neigh- 
boure  [497]  H  }e  .4.  spice  of  bakbityng*  is  Jis. 
Jaf  if  men  speke  goodnesse  of  a  man  wil  Je 
bakkbyter  sayn  pa7*fay  such  a  man  ^iif  is  bette  fan  he 
in  dispreysinge  of  hym  thaf  men  preise  [498]  H  The 
.V.  spice  is  forto  consent*  gladly  barken 
fe  harme  ])af  men  speken  of  oper  foUc.  fla 
synne  is  ful  grete  and  ay  encrese))  after  fe  wikkeil 
entenf  of  fe  bakbiter  [499]  H  afbere  bakbitynge  commep 
grucchynge  or  marmuraunce  and  somtyme  if  springe]) 
of    inpacience    i^einsf    god    and    somtyme  i^einst  man 
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[500]  Ajeinaf  god  it*  is  whan  a  man  graccheth  ajeinBt 
fe  peyn  of  belle  or  a^einsti'  pouert*  or  losse  of  cat^ 
or  i^einst  leyne  or  tempesf  or  ellis  gracclie)^  ])af  shrewes 
han  prosperite.  or  ellis  good  men  ban  ad- 
uersite.  [501]  and  alld  thise  ]>ingges  shuld  men  sufi&e 
paoienily.  for  }ei  commen  by  tiie  rijtful  luggemenf  and 
ordinaunce  of  god  [502]  H  Somtyme  ^comme]>  gniccbinge  of 
auarice  as  ludas  gniccbed  a3einst  fe  Hawdelane  wban 
sbe  ennoynted  fe  bede  of  ouie  lorde  Iba^u  crisf  yrip  ber 
precious  oynement*  [S^Z]  '^^  maner  of  mnrmui'  is  sucb 
as  wban  men  graccben  of  goodnesse  and  ]?at*  men  seine 
done  er  ))at^  o])er  folk  doon  of  ber  owne  Cateli  [504] 
H  Somtyme  ccmmef  murmur  of  pride  /  as  wban  symon 
pQ  pbiryse  gniccbed  ajeinst  Maudeleyn.  wban 
sbe  approcbed  to  Ihesn  crisf  and  wepte  at*  bis  fete  for  ber 
syimes.  [505]  And  somtyme  if  sourdej)  to 
envie  wban  man  diskeuere])  a  mannys  barme  ))af  was 
pryrey  or  bere}>  bym  /  on  bonde  ])mge  ])at*  is  fals  [506] 
II  Murmui'  eke  is  oft*  amonges  seniavntes  ])af  gruccben 
wban  ber  souereynes  bidden  /  bem  to  doon  leefnl  ))ingges . 
[507]  and  for  as  mocbe  as  ^ei  dure  not*  openly  say  nay.  ne  wi}H 
saye  tbe  comaundementz  of  ber  souereyil .  jif  wlL  ^ei  saye 
barme  and  gmccb^  and  murmure  priuely  for  yerrey 
despite.  [508]  wbiciL  wordes  men  clepe  pQ  deuels 
Pater  nostet,  Tbouje  so  be  ])af  ])e  deuel  bad 
neuere  Pater  noetet.  but*  ^f  folk*  jeuen  it*  such 
a  name.  [509]  Somtyme  if  comme])  of  Lre  or 
of  prive  bate  ])af  norssbetiL  rancouf  in  berf  as  afterward 
I  sbal  declare.  [510]  pan  comme]»  eke  bittemesse  of 
berf  ])orgb  wbicb  bittemesse  euery  good  dede  of  bis 
nei3boui'  seme]>  to  bym  bittei*  and  vnsauery  [511] 
Tban     comme]>     discord     ])af     Tnbynde])      al      maner 

of  frendsbip  Tban  comme]»  scornynge  of  [ 

,  fw  gap  in  ths  MS*"]  bis  neij- 

boui'  al  doo  be  neuer  so  wel  [512]  II  Tban  comme]> 
accusinge  as  wban  a  man  seke])  occasiofi  to  annoyen  bis 
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neighboui*  whicti  peAf  is  like  ^  ciaft  of  ])e  deuel 
])af  waite))  bo]>  ny^t*  and  day  to  accosen  ys  His 
[513]  II  Than  commeth.  malignite  ])org&  whicti  a  man 
annoye]>  his  neighboui'  prively  if  he  may  [514]  And  if  he 
no3f  ne  may  algate  his  wikked  wille  ne  shal  nof  wante . 
as  forto  brenne  his  hous  prively .  or  enpoysen  or  scleen  / 
his  beestes  and  semblable  ])ingges 

1?  Bemedium  contra  Innidiam  [from  the  margin\ 

[5 1 5]  U  Now  ml  I  speke  of  fe  lemedie  ajeinst*  J)is  f oule 
synne  of  Envie  If  fl&rst*  is  fe  loue  of  god 
principal  and  louyng*  of  hym  self  anci  of  his  neighbour .  ffor 
8o])ly  ]>at*  oon  ne  may  not*  be  wi]K)uten  ]>a1^ 
o))er  [516]  And  trust*  wel  ))at<  in  ))e  name  of  \i 
neighboiLi'  ])on  shalt*  vnderstonde  ^  name  of  ]>1 
bro]»^  ffor  certes  al  we  han  00  fader  flesshly.  and  00 
Modere  ^thaf  is  to  say  Adam  and  Eve  and  eke  00  fadere 
spirituel  fat*  is  to  say  god  of  heuene  [517]  Thine 
neijboure  art*  ))on  holden  forto  louen  And  willen  hym  al 
goodnesse  and  ]»erfore  sei])  god  lone  ]nne  neigboui'  as 
]>ine  self  ))at  is  to  say  to  saluaciofl  bo]»  of  lif  and  of 
saule  [518]  And  more  oner  ])oa  shalt*  loue  hym  in 
wor(}  and  benigne  amonesynge  and  chastisynge 
and  conf orte  hym  in  his  anoyes  and  prey  for  hym  wi]» 
al  ]»ine  hert  [519]  II  And  in/  dede  ]K)a  shalf  lone  hym 
in  such  wise  ])ati  ]>ou  shalt  done  to  hym  in  charite 
as  ]>ow  woldest*  men  did  to  ))ine  owne  parsone. 
[520]  &  ]»erfore  ])ow  shalf  not*  done  hym  no  damage 
ne  wikked  worde  ne  harme  in  his  body  ne  in  his  catel 
ne  in  his  saule  by  entising*  of  wikked  ensample.  [521] 
])ow  shalf  nof  desiren  his  wif  ne  noon  /  of  his  ])ingge8 
H  Vnderstonde  eke  f  af  in  \q  name  of  \i  neighboure  his  com- 
prehended his  enemye.  [522]  Certes  a  man  shal  loue  his 
enemye  for  \%  comaundmentz  of  god  And  ao]»ely  )»1 
frende  shalf  fou  loue  in  god.  [523]  I  say  |>ine 
Enemye  shalt  ])ou  loue  for  goddis  sake  by  his  comaunde- 
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ment*.  ffor  if  it*  were  reson  J^af  man  shuld  hate  his 
enemye.  forso]}  god  wolcl  not*  receyue  vs  to  hia  loue 
fat*  bene  his  enemyes  [524]  ajeinsf  iy  manere  of 
wiongges  ]>af  his  enemye  do])  to  hym  he  shal  do  ])re 
)}ingges  as  ))us.  [525]  ^einst  hate  and  rancour  of  herl^ 
he  shal  lone  hym  in  herf .  A^einst*  chidynge  and  wikked 
wordes .  he  shal  prey  for  his  enemye .  A3ein8f  J)e  wikked 
dede  of  his  enemye  he  shal  doon  hym  bonnte  [526]  ifor 
crisf  sei}).  Loue]»  jonre  enemyes  and  preie])  for  hem 
])af  speke])  jou  harme  And  eke  for  hem  ])at*  30U  chasen 
and  purswen  and  doi£  bounte  to  hem  ])at*  yow  haten 
U  Loo  ])us  comaunde]>  ts  onr  lord.  Ihe^  crisf  to  doo 
to  onre  enemyes.  [527]  ffor  sojjly  nature  dryuej?  vs 
to  loue  our  firendes.  And  parfay  oure  enemyes  han 
more  nede  to  loue  ))an  our  frendes.  and  fei  ])af 
more  nede  haue  certes  to  hem  shal  men  doo  good- 
nes.  [528]  and  certes  in  Jilk*  dede  haue  [we]  remem- 
braunce  of  fe  loue  of  Ikesa  cnst*  Jat*  deyed  for  his 
enemyes.  [529]  And  in  as  moche  as  ]pi\k*  loue  is  pe 
more  greuous  to  p^fourme  so  moche  is  more 
grete  fe  merite  And  periore  the  louyng*  of  our 
enemye  baj>  confounded  pe  venyme  of  fe  deuett. 
[530]  ffor  ri^f  as  Je  deuel  is  discomfited  by  humilite 
ri3t*  so  is  he  wounded  to  the  dee]>  by  fe  loue  of  oure 
enemye  [531]  Certes  fan  is  loue  fe  medecyne  fat* 
chaseth  out  fe  ve^nym  of  Envie  fro  mannys  herte  [532] 
The  spices  of  fis  pas  shullen  be  more  largely  declared  in  her 
chapiters  folowinge 

%  De  Ira  i  /  [from  the  margin\ 
[533] 

Aftere  Envie  wil  I  declare  fe  synne  of  Ire  ffor 
sofly  who  fat*  haf  Enuye  vpon  his  neijboui* 
anoon  comonly  he  wil  fynde  hym  matere  of 
wretfi  in  worde  or  in  dede  a^einsf  hym  to  whoom 
he  haf  envie  [534]  And  as  wel  commef  Ire  of  pride 
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as  of  enaye.  ffor  ao^lj  he  J>af  is  proude  or  envious 
is  lijtly  wrooj) 

[535]   This  synne  of   Ire  aftere  fo  descriuynge  of 

mAagmiinuB  seinf  Austyne  is  wikked  wiH  to  bene  auenged.  by 
worde  or  by  dede  ||  [536]  Ire  aftere  J)is  Philisophie  is 
fQ  T6rue»f  blood  of  man  yquykked  in  his  herf  ]H>rgli 
which  he  wil  /  hanne  to  hym  fat*  he  h&tef.  [537]  ffor 
certes  pe  herf  of  man .  by  eschawfynge  and  moovinge  of 
his  blood  waze]}  so  trouble  ])at*  he  is  out*  of  aii: 
lugemenf  of  resonn  [538]  H  But  je  shullen  /  mdeistonde 
])af  Ire  is  in  two  maners  ])af  oofi  of  hem  is  good  and 
faf  ofer  is  wikked  [539]  The  good  is  by 
lalousie  of  goodnesse  j^orgh  fe  which  a  man  is  wro]»e 
wi]}  wikkednesse  [.     •     .     .     no  gap  in  the  M8.]  And  ]>^- 

YMpitfM./  for  seith  }e  wise  man  ])at*  Ire  is  bette  ))an  play  [540] 
This  Ire  is  vriiJi  debonairete  and  if  is  wrooJ?  wij)- 
outen  bittemesse  not  wro^  a3ein8f  ))e  man  buf 
•WTOof  wi])  ])e  mysdede  .of  ye  man.  As  aeap  ))e 
prophete  david  Irascimini  &  nolite  peocare  [541]  H  Kow 
vnderstonde  Jaf  wikked  Ire  is  in  two  maners 
faf  la  to  seyn  sodeyn  Ire  or  hastif  Ire  wijx-outen 
avisemenf  and  consentynge  of  his  resofl  [542]  f  e  menyng* 
and  ])e  sens  of  ))is  is  ])af  ^e  resoIL  of  a  man  ne  con- 
senf  nof  to  Jjilk*  sodeyn  Ire  and  ]7an  is  if  yenial 
[543]  Ano])er  Ire  is  ful  wikked  ])af  comme]»  of 
yilany  of  herte  avised  and  casf  bifore  wi])  wikked  wiS 
to  do  vengeaunce  and  ])erto  his  reson  consented .  and 
so  soJ)ly  Jjia  ia  dedly  synne  [544]  II  This  Ire  is  so  dis- 
plesaunt  to  god  ]}af  it  trouble])  his  hous  and  chase])  pQ 
holy  goosf  ouf  of  manne  saule  [. 

.  .  no  gap  in  the  MS.]  [545]  and  putte  in  hyw  fe  lik- 
nes  of  pe  deueH  and  bynymme])  fe  man  fro  god  ))af 
is  his  ri3tfuH  lorde  [546]  This  Ire  is  a  ful  grete 
plesaunce  to  ])e  deu^.  for  if  is  ))e  deuels  fomays 
|)af  is  eschauffed  wi])  ])e  fuyre  of  helle .  [547]  ifor  certes 
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as  fuyre  is  more  myjty  to  distroye  erfly 
fingges  })an  another  element"  Eijf  so  Ire  is  myjty  to 
destroye  aii:  spirituel  ]>ingges.  [548]  Loke  ho  we  faV 
fire  of  smale  gledys  thaf  bene  almost*  dede  vnder  asshen 
woUen  quyk^ke  i^ein  whan  fei  bene  touched  vnp 
bremstone  Eijf  soo  Ire  wil  euermore  quikke  a-jein 
whan  if  is  touched  by  pride  ]>at«  is  kered  in 
mannys  herf.  [549]  ffor  certes  fire  may  nof  come 
out*  of  no  ^inge  but*  if  if  were  firsf  in  fe  same  fing<, 
naturelly  as  fire  is  drawen  ouf  of  pe  flyntes  wi])  Steele 
[550]  And  rijf  so  as  pride  is  often  matere  of  Ire 
Bighf  so  is  rancoure  norssher  and  keper  of  J^e  [55 1]  Ther  is 
a  maner  of  tree  as  sei)»  seint  Isodere  paf  whan  men  T  iwdiv 
maken  fire  of  ^ilk  tree  and  keuere]>  ])e  cooles  of  if  with 
asshen  soj'ly  ])e  fuyre  of  if  wil  lasf  lasf  al  a  jere  or  more 
[552]  1?  And  ri^f  so  fare])  if  of  rancour  whan  he  is 
onys  conoeyued  in  }e  hertis  of  somme  men .  Certeyne  if  wil 
lasf  p^rauenture  from  oon  /  Ester  day  til  anoj^er 
day  or  more  [553]  Buf  Certes  ])ilk  man 
is  ful  ferre  from  fe  mercy  of  god  al  ])ilk  while 

[554]  H  In  ])is  forsaide  deuels  fomays  ]>er  fooigen.  thre 
shrewes  Pride  ])af  aH  blowe]>  and  encrese]7e 
])e  ^le  by  pride  and  wikkecl  wordes.  [555]  Than 
stanf  Envie  and  holde])  fe  bote  yren  yppon  ])e  hertes 
of  man  wi))  a  peire  of  longe  tongges  of  longe  Eancour 
[556]  and  ))an  stanf  fe  synne  of  contynnynge  or 
strif  and  ^eesf  and  batere]>  and  forge])  by  yileyns 
reprouyngges  [557]  H  Certes  fia  cursed  synne  annoye]> 
bo])e  pe  man  hym  self  and  eke  to  his  neighbour, 
ffor  so])ly  al  H  mosf  al  fe  harme  faf  eny  man 
do])e  to  his  neighboure  comme))  of  wrat^.  [558]  fibr 
certes  outrageous  wra))e  do])  aH  ])af  euer  the 
deuel  hym  comaunde])  for  he  ne  spare])  neiper 
crisf  ne  his  swete  modere  [559]  And  in  his  out- 
rageous angre  &  Ire  alias  alias  ful  mony  ona 
af    ^af    tyme    ielep    in    his    /   herte    ful    wikkedly 
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bo))    of    crist*    and    of    a&    his    halowes.    [560]     Is 

not*  ]>i8  a  cursed  yice  [. 

no  gap  in  tlie  M8,'\  Hb  debonaire 

wif  espiritueH  ^af  shulde  kepen  his  saole  [561] 
Certes  it*  bygynne])  eke  goddjs  dieu  loidship  and 
^f  is  mannys  saule  and  ])e  loue  of  bis  neigbouis 
It*  strive])  eke  alday  a^einsf  ])e  trou]>e.  It*  rene^  bym  )»e 
quiete  of  his  herf  and  subnerte])  his  saule 

[562]  H  Of  Ire  commen  ^ise  stynkinge  engendroies. 
ffirsf  hate  J^at*  is  olde  wrej^e  discord  ])org^  whic^ 
a  man  forsake])  his  olde  frende  ]>af  he  ha]>  loued  ful 
longe.  [563]  and  ])an  comme])  werra  and  euery 
manere  of  wronge  ])at  man  dotii  to  his  neighbour  in 
body  or  in  cateti  [564]  U  Of  \\a  cursed,  ^synne  of  Ire 
comme])  eke  mannys  sclaughterd  And  mdeistonde^  wd  ^t* 
homycide  ^at*  is  mannys  sclaujtere  is  in  dyuers  wise  Some 
manere  of  Omycido  is  espirituel  and  somme  is  bodely .  [565] 
Spirituel   mannesslaughter   is    in   yj.   ^ingges    ffirst^   by 

fXoiuMMi.  hate  as  sei])  seint*  lohn.  That*  he  ^at*  hate])  his  bro]>er 
is  an  homicide.  [566]  [Homicide]  Is  eke  by  bakbytinge.  of 

^Sdomoa  whiche  bakbiters  sei])  Salomon.  ])at*  ]>ei  ban.  twoo 
swerdes  with  which  ^ei  scleen  her  neighbours,  fibr 
Boylj  as  wikked  is  to  bynyme  his  good  name  as 
his  liff  [567]  H  Omycide  is  eke  in  ^euynge  of  wikked 
counsaile  by  fraude  as  forto  jeue  /  counsaile  to  array 
wikkedly  custumes  and    taliages   [568]    Of  which  sei}) 

IT  Idem  Salomon  U  lyoun  rorynge.   here    hungry  bene  like  to 

cruel   lordshippes  in  wi]>holding*  or  a-breggynge  of  )>e 

Shepe  or  ^e  hire  of  ])e  wages  of  [. 

no  gap  in  the  M8J\  ^e  almesse  of  poor  folk* 

[569]  ffor  which  \q  wise  man  sei))  fiede])  hym  ])at* 
almost  die))  for  hunger,  for  so])ly  but*  ))ou  fede  hym 
))0U  scleest*  hym.  and  alle  pise  bene  dedly  synnes  [570] 
Bodyly  mansclaunter  is  whan  ])ou  scleest*  hym  wi))  ])i 
tonge  in  o])6re  manere  as  whan  ))0u  comaundest*  to 
sclene  a  man  or  ellis  ^euost*  hym  counsaile  to  scleen  a 
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man.  [571]  Mansolaaghtere  in  dede  is  in  fonie  maneis 
That*  oon  is  by  lawe  Bijt  as  a  lostice  dampne)^ 
hym  ))at*  is  copable  to  pe  dee])  But*  lat*  ^e  lustise 
be  ware  J^af  lie  do  it*  ri^tfnlly.  and  )^at*  he  do  if  not* 
for  delif  to  spille  bloode.  but*  for  rijtwis- 
nesse.  [572]  Anofere  homycide  is  doon  for 
necessite  as  whan  a  man  Boleep  anofer  in  his  defendaont* 
and  pai?  he  may  noon  o])er  wise  eskape  for  his 
owne  deje.  [573]  But*  certeynly  if  he  may  eskape  ynp- 
out*  sclaughtet'  of  his  aduersary  and  scle])e  hym 
he  do(  synne  and  he  shal  here  penat^nce  as  for  dedly 
synne  [574]  H  Eke  if  a  man  by  caas  or  auenture  shete 
an  arowe  or  cast*  a  stone  wi])  whiche  he  sclee]>  a  man 
if  is  homycide  [575]  II  Eke  if  a  wowwnan  by  necligence 
ouerlei])  her  childe  in  sclepinge  if  is  homycide.  and 
dedly  synne.  [576]  Eke  whan  a  man  distourbe])  con- 
cepdofi  of  a  childe  «r  make))  a  womman  barayn 
by  drynkinge  of  venemous  herbes  ^oigh  wlddh.  she  may 
nof  conceyue  or  scleej)  a  childe  by  drynkes  or 
ellis  pntte))  in  certeyn  material  J'ingges  in  her  secre 
places  to  sle  ))e  child  [577]  or  ellis  do(  vnkinde 
synne  by  which  man  or  wo??i^man  shede))  his  nature 
in  manere  or  in  place  ])er  as  a  childe  may  nof  be  con- 
ceyued  or  ellis  if  a  womman  ha])  conceyued  and  hurte 
he[r]  self  and  sclee])  her  childe  ^if  is  if  homycide 
[578]  U  Whaf  say  we  eke  of  wowmen  faf  Mordren 
her  children  for  drede  or  worldly  shame  certes  an 
horrible  homicide  [579]  Homicyde  is  eke  if  a  mon  ap- 
proche^  to  a  womman  by  desire  of  leccherie  ])orghe  which  ]>e 
childe  is  pershed  or  ellis  smyte^  a  womman  witingly 
^rgh  which  she  lese])  her  childe  aU  ))ise  bene  homy- 
cides  and  horrible  dedly  synnes  /  [580]  jif  comme])  ))erof 
Ire  and  mony  moo  synnes  as  wel  in  worde  as  in  ^ou^f  and 
in  dede  as  he  ))af  arette)>  vpon  god  or  blame))  god 
of  ))inge  of  which  he  is  hym  self  gilty  or  dispise)) 
god  and  aH  his  halowes  as  done  pise  cursed  hasardonrs 
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in  dyuen  cnntieeB.  [581]  ^10  cursed  ayime  doon  fei 
whan  )rai  felen  in  her  herf^  M  wikkedljr  of  god  and 
his  halowes  [583]  H  Also  whan  fei  treten  ymeaerently 
]»e  8acrament>  of  ))e  autere  Thilk*  synnes  is  so  grete 
(af  vnne^  may  it*  be  lelesed  but*  ^at^  mercy  of 
god  paase)^  his  werkes  it<  is  so  grete  and  he  so 
benigne.  [583]  Than  co?nme^  of  Ire  attry  Angra 
whan  a  man  [is]  sharpely  amonased .  in  his  shiift  to  f or- 
leie  synne  [584]  feax  wil  he  be  angry  and 
answere  hokerly  and  angeily  or  defende  and  excoae 
his  synne  by  vnstedfastnesshe  of  his  fleesh  or  ellia  he 
did  if  forto  holde  company  with  wise  felawee,  or 
ellis  he  seij)  fe  fende  entised  /  hym  [585]  or  ellia  he 
did  if  for  his  joujie.  or  ellis  complexiofL  is  so 
corragious  thaf  he  may  nof  forbore,  or  eUis  if  is  his 
destanye  as  he  seip  ynto  a  certeyn  age.  or  elHs  he 
8eiy  hif  Gommey  hym  of  gentilnesse  of  his  ownoestres 
and  semblable  ^ingges  [586]  H  Alle  piae  manere  folkes 
so  wrappen  hem  in  her  synnes  )»af  ]>ei  no  wd  not^ 
delyuere  hem  self.  SoJ^ly  no  wi^f  ]>af  ezcusel 
hym  wilfully  of  his  /  synne  may  nof  be  delyuered  of  her 
synne  til  ^af  he  mekely  byknowe]>  his  synne  [587] 
V  Aftere  ))af  Gommef  sweringe  ]>af  is  expresse 
ajeinsf  pe  comaundemenf  of  god.  and  pU  bifaUe^  off 

iTTaitu  of  anger  and  of   Ire  [588]    God  seiji    ])0U    shalt   nof 

take  ^e  name  of  ^i  lorde  god  in  veyn  nor  in  yddi  IT  Also 

Y  MajOwut        our  lorde  Iheeu.  crisf  sei])  by  ]>e  woni  of  seynf  Mathewe 

[ no  gap  in  ike  MS.]   [589]  Ke  wil  30 

nof  swere  in  al  manere.  KeiJ^er  by 
heuene  for  if  is  goddes  trone .  ne  by  ^e  etfe  for  if  is  ))6 
benche  of  his  fete  ^ne  by  lenualem  for  if  is  )>e  cite  of 
a  grete  kyngd  Ne  by  fmd  hede.  for  ]k)u  maisf  nof 
make  an  heer  white  ne  blak*  [590]  Buf  8ei|»  by  ^our^ 
jee  jee.  and  nay  nay  and  whaf  ^f  i^  mora 
if  is  eudl  yxui  seith  crisf  [591]  H  ffor  cristes  sakene  swerep 
nof  so    synfuHy  in   dismembringe    of   crisf   by   soule 
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herte  bonys  and  body  for  oerfces  it^  seme^  ^i^  )e 
fenk  Ysii?  )»  cursed  Iwes  ne  diamenbred  /  hym  nou^t* 
ynoa3e  fe  precious  parsone  of  crisf  Buff  ^e  dismembren 
hym  more  [593]  And  if  so  be  ^af^  ye  lawe  com- 
pelle  )ou  to  /  swere  ]»n  lewle])  30U  after  fe  lawe  of 
god  in  joure   sweryng*   as   sei]?  leremye    4*®.   capiMo. 

r no  gap  in  the  MS,"]  Thou  fiawmi^vwrte 

shalf  kepe  thre  condicions.  Thou  shalf  swere  in  trouj^e 

in  doom  and    in  rijtwisnesse    [593]    This    is  to  sayn  f  XuaiiU  in 

▼eriteta  in  iudioio 

))0U  shalt*  swere  soo]).  for  euery  lesmgo  is  ajemsf  cnst*  et  iurtUia  [mum 

fifor    crisf   is    verrey   troufe    And    fenk   wel    fis    fat?  ^SJS'^'*f>^«« 

euery   grete  swerer   nof    compelled    lawfully  to    ^were ^^J^**^^*^^. 

^e  wounde  shal  not*  departe  fro  his  hous  fe  whiles  he*i^i*«<^*l 

vseth  sucfe  ynlieful  sweiinge  [594]  II  Thow  shalt*  swere 

eke  in  doom  whan  ^ow  arte  constrayned  by  ]>i  domes 

man  to  witnesse    ))e    trou])e    [595]  IT    Eke    \on  shalf 

nof    swere    for    envie    ne    for    fauoui'    ne    for    mede 

but         for        rijtwisnesse        for        declarynge        to 

worship    of     god     and     in    helping     of     ))ine    euen- 

cristen      [596]      And      |»erfore      euery      man       ))af 

take^    goddis    name    in    ydel    or    falsely    swere))    wi)» 

his    mou])  or  ellis   take)»  on   hym   ^   name  of   crisf 

to  be  called  a  cristen  man  and  lyue])   ajeinsf  cristes 

lyuyyng*  and  his  techinge  alle  ))ei  taken  goddes  name 

in  yd^   [597]   f   Loke   eke   whaf  sei])   seinf    Fetere  TFotms*./ 

ActzM    4^    Kon    esf    aliud    nomen    sub    coelo.    Ther 

nys  nofi  o])er  name  soiji  seinf  Peter  vnder  heuene  y^euen 

to    men    in   whiciL    ^i    mote   be   saued    )»af   is   to 

seyn  buf  in  y^  name  of  Ihera  crist  [598]  II  Take  kepe  eke 

how  )»f  )>e  precious  name  of  Iheni  crisf  as  sei)i  seynf  paule 

Ad  philipen86«  2^  In  nomtna  Dimu  &ceiera .  Thaf  in  ))e  T  Ad  pyupenMf 

name    of    Jhetu   euery    knee    of    heuenly    creatures   or 

erply    or    of    helle    shuld    bowen    for    if    is    so    hi3e 

and  so  worshipfu}):  thaf  fe  cursed  fende  in  helle  shuld 

tremblee      to      heren      if      nempned      [599]      than 

semej)   if  faf  men   faf   sweren   /  so   horribly   by  his 

PETWOBTH   653  (S-T.  037) 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


8IX-TKXT  638 

654  OBOUP  I.  §  2.  pabson's  tale.  Petworih  MS. 

Messed  name  fa,^  fei  dispisen  ii^  more  boldely 
fan  did  ^e  cursed  Iwes.  or  ellis  fe  dead  ]Mtf 
tremble])  whan  he  here^  his  name 

[6oo]  II  Now  certes  sijiens  J^af  swerynge  buf  it  be 
doo  al  lawfully  is  holy  defended  me  The  wois  is 
f orswering^  f alsly .  and  ;it  nedelees . 

[6oi]  What  say  ^we  eke  of  hem  fat*  deliten  hem 
in  swerynge  and  holden  if  a  gentrye  or  a  manly  dede  to 
swere  grete  opes  And  what*  of  hem  (af  of  yerrey 
Ysage  ne  cessen  not*  to  swere  grete  oj^es  al  ]>e  cause 
not*  wor)i  oon  strawe  Certes  ))ia  is  horrible  synne  [602] 
Bwering*  sodeynly  wi]>-out*  avisemenf  is  eke  a 
synne  [603]  U  But*lat*vsnowe  goo  to  Jjilk*  horrible  and  cursed/ 
swerynge  of  adiuracion  and  coniuracion  as  dofi  ))ise  fals  en- 
chauntours  or  nigromanciens  in  basyns  ful  of  water  or 
in  a  bri3t*  swerde .  in  a  sercle  or  in  a  fuyre  or  in  a  shuldcr 
bone  of  a  shepe  [604]  I  can  not*  seyn  buf  ])af  ]Hsi 
doon  cursedly  and  H  dampnably  i^einsf  crisf  and  al  ])e 
teip  of  holy  church . 

[605]  Whaf  say  we  of  hem  paf  byleuen  on 
dyuynales  as  by  flijf  or  by  noys  of  briddes  or  of  beestes  or  of 
eorte  by  Egrimauncye.  by  dremes.  by  chirking* 
of  doores  by  gnewyng*  of  rattye  or  crakinge  of  bowses 
and  such  maner  wrecchednesse  [606]  Certes  al  yis 
thynge  is  defended  by  god  and  by  holy  churche  for  // 
which  ])ei  bene  acursed  to  ]>ei  come  to  amendemenf 
])af  on  such  £il]7e  setten  her  byleue  [607]  II  Charmes 
for  woundes  and  maladies  of  men  or  of  beestes  if  ]>ei 
taken  eny  effecte  if  bene  perauenture  paf  god  suf&ep 
if  for  folk  shuld  jeue  fe  more  fai]>e  and  reuerence  to 
his  name 

[608]  H  Now  wil  I  speke  of  lecfyngges  which  gener- 
ally is  fals  signyfiaunf  or  woord  in  entenf  to  deceyuen 
his  euen  cristen  [609]  H  Some  lesing*  is  of  which 
fei  commep  noon  aua««ntage  to  no  wi)f  and  somme  leeyng* 
turnep    to    fe   ease    ei))er    profif    of    a    man    and    to 
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damage  of  a  no}>er  man  [6io]  A  no})ere  leaing  is 
for  to  saue  his  li£f  or  his  catett .  Anofer  lesynge  commef 
of  delit*  forto  lye  In  whiciL  delite  fei  ^nllen  /  foige  a  longe 
tale  and  peynte  it^  vrip  aH  circumstannoes .  wher 
alle  fe  groonde  of  ^  tale  is  fals  [6ii]  IT  Some  lesynge 
cornmep  for  he  wil  sustene  his  worcl  and  some  losing* 
commeth  of  recchelessnesse  wtt^uten  ayisemenf  and  Sem- 
blable  pmggea 

[6 1  a]  II  Laf  vs  nowe  touche  pe  vice  of  fflaterie 
n^hich  ne  commef  not*  gladly  but*  for  drede  or  for  coueityse . 
[613]  fi^tery  is  generally  -wrongfuH  presinge.  fflater- 
ers  bene  fe  deuel  norrces  ])at  norshe])  his  chylldren 
-wip  my  Ik  of  losengry\  [614]  ffor  so])  sei^  Salomonfff 
)»af  flaterie  is  wors  ])an  detracciOn.  ffor.  somtyme  de- 
traccioil  make^  an  hannteyn  man  be  ]>e  more  humble, 
ffor  he  drede])  detracdoa  But*  certes  fiOiaterye  make)) 
a  man  to  yn^hannten  his  herf  and  his  countenavnce 
[615]  H  fflaterers  bene  }e  deuels  Enchaunters  for 
yoi  make  a  man  to  wene  of  hym  self  be  like  ))af  he 
nys  nof  like  [616]  Thei  bene  like  ludas  ])at*  bytraied 

[ no  gap  in  the  MS.]  a  man  to  selle  hym 

to  his  enemye  f&if  is  to  ])e  deudi  [617]  V  fflaterers  bene 
))e  denels  Chapileyna  ))af  synggen  euer  Placebo 
[618]  I  rekken  flaterye  in  fe  vices  of  Ire.  ffor  oft 
tyme  if  a  man  be  wroo^  -wip  arno])ere  ))an  wil 
he  flater  some  w^f  to  sosteyne  hym  in  his  qnerett 

[619]  Speke  we  now  of  such  cursyng*  as  comme]) 
ouf  of  yrous  herte  IT  Malisoufi  may  be  seide  generally  Enery 
manor  power  of  harme  sa(^.  cnrsyng*  byreue])  man  fro 
fe  regno  of  god.  as  sei])  seynf  paulo  [620]  And  ofVTPuiiM./ 
tyme  such  cnisingi  wrongfully  retoumeth  ajein  to 
hym  ))af  curse))  as  a  brid  retoume))  a^ein  to  his 
owne  nest*  [621]  And  ouer  al  ^ing«  men  ou^f 
eschewe  to  curse  her  children  and  jeue  to  fe  douoH 
her  engendrure  as  ferfor])  as  in  hem  is  II  Certes  it*  is 
a  grete  perile  and  grete  synne, 
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[622]  Lat*  vs  pBn  speke  of  cbidynge  and  repioehe 
whicfi  bene  grete  woundes  in  mannys  hert  ffor 
fei  vsBewen  ^e  semes  of  fiiendship  in  mannjs  hert^* 
[623]  ffor  certes  vnnejies  may  a  man  pleynly  ben 
accoided  wiy  hym  ))af  haf  hjm  openly  levyled  and 
leproued   and   disdaundied   ))is   is   a  'ful   grisly   synne 

ir  TactM./  H  And  erist*  sei])  in  ^e  gospeH  [624]  IF  And  take  kepe  nowe 
])af  he  ]7af  reproue])  bis  neighbour  eij^ere  he  repronejy 
hym  by  som  haime  of  peyne  ]>af  he  ha)»  on  his  body, 
as  meseli  croked  harlots  or  by  some  iqrmie  }eAf  he  dojy 
[625]  H  Now  if  he  reproue  hym  by  hanne  of  peyn 
pBXL  £ame])  ^  prophete  to  Ih^^  Crista,  ffor  peyne  is 
senl^  by  ))e  rijtwis  sonde  of  goc^and  by  his  soffiraonce 
be  it*  meselrye  or  maym  or  maladie  [626]  and  if  he 
reproue  hym  Tncharitably  of  synne  as  f on  hullour  fou 
dronklewe  harlof  and  so  totf  ))at  appertene^  ystt 
to  pe  roioysyng*  of  pe  deueti  paf  euer  hap  ioye 
paf  men  don  synne  [627]  H  And  certes  chyding*  may 
not*  come  but*  of  vileyns  hertes.  ffor  after  pe 
habundaunce  of  pe  herf  spekep  pe  moup  ftd  ofl; 
[628]  And  ^e  shullen  vnderstonde  pat*  loke  by  eny  way 
whan  eny  man  shal  chastise  a  noper  pat^  he  be  ware 
fro  chydyng*  or  reprouynge  ffor  ti-ewly  but*  he  be 
ware  he  may  ful  li^tly  quykken  pe  fyre  of  angre  and  of 
wretth  which  pat*  he  shuldf  quenche,  and  perouenture 
scleep     ^him     pat*     he     myjt*     chastise     wip     benyg* 

%  Bttionifla./       nyte  [629]  H  ffor  as  seip  Salomon  U  The  amyable  tonge  is 

pe   tree   of    lif   pat^   is   to   saye   of   lif   spiiituel.   and 

a    disselaue    tunge    scleep    pe    spirit*    of     hym    pat^ 

-     reprouep  and  eke  of  hym  pat*  is  reproued  [630]  H  Loo 

%Axi(ntstinut.i  what*  saip  seinf  Austyfi  II  Ther  nys  no  pinge  ylike  pe 

^PaoiQi./  deuels  child  as  he  pat^  off  chidep  V  Seynt  Poule  seip 
eke  U I  pe  Seruaunte  of  god  by-houepnot*  to  chide .  [63 1]  and 
howe  pat*  chydyng*  is  a  vileyns  pinge  bytwix  al 
manere  folk,  jit*  is  iif  certes  most*  vnconnable 
by-twix  a  man  and   his  wiff«  for  per  nys  neuer  rest^ 
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H  And  fertoT  self  Salomon  K  An  Iioub  )»af  is  vnkenered  t  f 
in  leyn  and  dropping*  and  a  chidyng*  wiff  bene  ylike 
[633]  a  num  ^t^  is  in  a  dropping  hous  in  mony 
places,  they  hee  eschewe  ]»e  dropping*  in  oon  place 
it*  droppe))  on  hym  in  a  nojier  place  f  So  fare])  if  be 
a  chiding  vnS,  bnf  she  chide  hym  in  oo  place  she 
wol  chide  hym  in  anoper  [633]  And  J^rforo  better  iB^Uem, 
a  morsel  of  brede  with  loye  ]Mtn  an  hons  ful  of 
delioes  wi))  chidynge  seiji  Salomon  [634]  H  And 
poule  sei(  O  )6  wommen  be  je  subiectys  to  jonre  t  p«i1w./ 
hnsbondee  as  byhone))  in  god*  And  je  men  loue))  jours 
wyyes.  Ad  coloniaenses  .3^ 

[635]  H  AfteiTwaicI  speke  we  of  scomynge  which  is  a 
wikked  synns  And  namely  whan  he  scome))  a  man  for 
his  good  werkes .  [636]  for  certes  suche  scomers 
faren  like  fe  fonle  tode  yoJif  may  nof  enduro  to 
smeii:  fe  swete  sanonr  of  fe  yyne  whaf  if 
florsshe^  [^37]  ^  Thise  scomers  bene  partyng*  felawes 
vnp  fQ  deueH.  for  ^  han  loie  whan  fe  deuel 
wynne^  and  sorowe  whan  he  leaep  [638]  H  They  bene 
adudrsaries  to  Ihera  crisf  for  ^ei  haten  ))af  he  loue)) 
)Mif  is  to  say  sanadofi  of  sanle 

[639]  H  Speke  we  nowe  of  wikked  counsaille .  ffor  he  }af 
wikked  oonnsaille  jeuett  is  a  traitour.  ffor  he  disceyne)i 
hym  ))af  trnste^  in  hym  Yf  Achitofel  de  Absolonem 
H  Baf  na])elees  jif  is  if  wikked  oonnsaile  ffiisf  ^einsf  hym 
self  [640]  for  as  sei))  }e  wise  man  Euery  fals 
lyuyng*  ha])  his  propro  in  hym  self  ))af  he  ))af 
wifl:  anoy  anojier  man  he  aimoye))  forsf  hym  self. 
[641]  And  men  shnllen  vnderstonde  fat  man  shal  nof 
take  his  counsaille  of  fals  folk  ne  of  to  angry  folk  or 
greuous  folk*  ne  of  folk  ^af  louen  specialy  to  moche  her  owne 
profite  ne  to  moch  worldly  folk  namely  in  counsailling< 
of  sanies 

[643]  IF  K*ow  commef  J)e  synne  of  hem  faf 
maken  discorde  amonges  /  folk  which  is  a  synne  ))af 
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crist*  hate))  vtterly  and  no  wonder  is.  ffor  he  deyed 
forto  make  concorde .  [643]  And  more  shame  done  J)ei  to 
ciisf  ^pan  did  fei  ya.i?  hjm  cracifieci  ffor  god 
loue))  better  ])at*  frendship  be  amonges  folk*  'fsn 
he  did  bis  owne  body  pe  which  he  ^af  for  vnitees. 
therfore  bene  ^ei  likned  to  ]ye  denol  ]»t^  ener  is 
abouf  to  make  discords 

[644]  H  Kow  commep  pe  synne  of  double  tonge.  sac& 
as  speken  faire  to-fote  folk  and  wikkedly  behynde  or 
ellis  pei  /  maken  semblaunf  as  poii^e  fei  speken  of 
good  entenciofi  or  ellis  in  game  and  pley  and  jit*  ])ei 
speke  of  wikked  entent 

[64s]  IF  Now  commep  bywreylng*  of  coonsaille  J^oigll 
which  a  man  is  defamed  ynnej^es  may  he  restore  pe 
damage 

[646]  K  Now  commep  manace  ^at*  is  an  open  foly  ffor 
he  ])af  open  manase]?  he  treiep  more  J^an  he  may 
performe  f ul  often  tyme 

[647]  U  Now  comme))  ydel  wordes  J>af  is  wi]K>aten 
profite  of  hym  )>at*  speke]>  pe  wordes,  and  eke  of  hym 
p&if  harkene])  ]>oo  wordes  //  or  ellis  ydel  wordes .  ben  / 
])oo  ))af  bene  nedelees  or  wi]K)uten  entent*  of  naturel 
profite.  [648]  and  al  be  if  paff  ydel  wordes  be  som- 
tyme  venial  synne  3if  shuldf  men  doute  hem,  for  we 
shullen  3eue  rekenyng^  of  hem  to-fore  god 

[649]  U  Now  comme])  langelynge  f  af  may  not?  come  wij>- 
Y  BdmiMi  oute  synne .  And  as  sei])  Salomon  f  It*  is  signe  of  a-per(^ 
foly  [650]  and  ]>erfor  a  philisophre  seide  whan 
a  man  asked  hjm  how  men  shulde  plese  pe  puple. 
And  he  answerd  to  mony  good  werkes  and  speke  fewe 
langelynggs 

[651]  H  After  piB  comme]>  j^e  synne  of  lapes.  ])af 
bene  deuels  apes,  for  ]}ei  maken  folk  to  lau^e  at^ 
her  laprie  as  folkos  doon  af  pe  gaudes  of  an  ape. 
Suchd  lapes  defende]>  seinf  Ponle  [652]  K  Loke  how 
jyaf     vertuons     wordes     and     hooly     conforten     horn 
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J^af  travaillen  in  fe  seroiso  of  criste  Ki^t*  so  conforten 
fe  yileyns  words  and  knakkes  of  lapers  hem  ^t^ 
trauaillen  in  fe  servise  of  )>e  deueti  [653]  K  Thise  bene 
fe  synnes  /  ])at*  commen  of  ^e  tonge  J^at*  commen  of  Ire 
and  of  other  synnes 


[Remedies  against  IreJ] 

[654]  ^  Tlie  remedye  a3eih8t;'  Ire  is  a  vertue  faf  men 
depen  mansnetade  )ttf  is  debonairete  and 
eke  a  nother  vertue  ]>at  men  clepe  pacience  [....« 
no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

[655]  H  Debonairte  wiJ>droweJ)  and  refreynej) 
fe  styryngges  and  pe  meuyngs  of  mannys  corage  in  his 
hert*  and  such  manere  pat  pei  ne  skippe  not*  out*  by 
anger  ne  by  Ire  [656]  snffraunce  enSrep  swetly  al 
ye  annoyaunces  and  ^e  wrongges  ]>af  men  doon  to  a  man 
outwards  [657]  IT  Seint*  lerom  sei])  ^us  of  debonairte? 
paif  hif  doo])  noon  harme  to  no  wijf  ne  aeip  for  noon 
harme  ])af  men  hym  done  ne  sayn  He  ne  eschannge])  nou3f 
a3ein8t*  his  resofl.  [658]  This  vertue  som  /  ^somtyme  commef 
of  nature  f  ffor  as  sei]>  ^e  philisophre .  A  man  is  a  quyk 
]>inge  by  nature,  debonaire  and  treteable  by  goodnes 
£uf  whan  debonairte  is  enfourmed  by  grace,  it 
is  pe  more  wotp 

[659]  H  Pacience  ])af  is  anoj^er  remedye  a^einst*  Ire 
is  a  vertue  )»at*  suffre]>  swetely  euery  mannys  goodnesse 
and  is  not*  worp  for  non  harme  ]yaf  is  doon  to  hym 
[660]  H  The  philiso&e  sei]>  j^af  pacience  is  pUk 
vertue  p&if  sufi&e])  debonairly  aH  ^e  outrages  of 
aduersite  and  euery  wikked  worde.  [661]  This  vertue 
make])  a  man  like  to  god.  and  make^  hym  his 
owne  dere  childe  as  aeip  crist*.  This  vertu  discomfite]? 
])ine  enemye  And  ])erfore  sei]?  pe  wise  man  If  ]k>u 
wilt  venquyssh  ])ine  /  ennemye.  leme  to  sufi&e  [662]  And 
,povL  shalt*  vnderstonde  pat  a  /  man  sufi&eth  four  maner 
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of  greoaunce  in  otitwaitl  ^inggeg*  i^einst  wUdl  fouie 
he  mote  haue  iiij.  maneia  of  padencefi ./ 

[663]  f  The  fuist  greuat^nce  iB  of  wikked  woides. 
Jnlk  grouatoice  eo^tep  Ihega  cmif  wi)K)Uteii  grocehifige  M 
paciently  whan  )>e  Iwes  despised  hym  and  leproneden  hym 
fill    off    [664]    SufiEre    fon   j^eifore    paciently.    ffoT    ye 

YSi^iMw  wise  man  eke  sei]^  H  If  pon  stryue  yrif  a  fool  ]x)nghe 
]ye  fool  be  wio]?.  or  ])oi^e  he  knje  algate 
^ou  fihalt*  hane  no  rest.  [665]  That^  o^  grenaunce 
outward  is  forto  haue  damage  of  ^i  catett  1{  Thar  i^einat^ 
suffred  crist*  f ul  paciently  whan  he  was  dispoilled  of  al 
]>af  he  had  in  this  liff  and  ^f  nas  buf  his  eLofea 
[666]  H  The  iijj.  greuaunce  is  a  man  to  hane  harme  in 
his  bodye .  and  y&if  sufiEred  Crist*  f ul  paciently  in  ail  his 
pa§8ioil  [667]  II  The  iiij.  greuai<nce  is  in  an  ontngeons 
laboui^  in  werkes.  wherfore  I  say  jMif  fdk  ^f 
maken  her  seruauntes  to  travaille  to  greuonsly  or  out*  of 
tyme  as  in  holy  days.  so]>ly  pei  doon  grete  synne. 
[668]  Here  a^einsf  suf&ed  crist*  ful  paciently  and 
taught*  Ts  patience  whan  he  bare  vpon  /  his  blessed 
shuldei'  pe  cross  Tpon  whicli  he  shuld  bu£^ 
dispitous  dee]).  [669]  Here  may  men  leme  to  be 
pacienf .  ffor  so]>ly  not*  oonly  cristen  men  bene  padeni^ 
for  fe  loue  of  Jhasvi  crist*  and  for  guerdofi  of  pe  bliase 
of  heuene  and  of  ^e  blisf ul  li£f  ])af  is  perdurable  But^ 
certes  pe  olde  paynyms  ])af  neuere  were  cristen  com- 
menden  &  vseden  pe  yertue  of  pacience 

midUmphut  [670]  A  phQisophre  vpon  a  tyme  |^af  wolld  haue 
beten  his  disciple  for  his  grete  trespace .  for  whidi  he  was 
gretly  ameued  and  brou^t*  a  jeerd  to  scoure  )>e 
^childe  [671]  and  whan  pe  childe  segh  p6  jeerde  he 
seide  to  his  maistef  what*  wil  30  doo.  I  wil  bete 
^e  quod  his  maistere.  for  j^ine  correctioun.  [67a]  ffor  so^ 
quod  pe  childe  30  oujt*  first*  correcte  30ur6  self^  ^i^ 
hsLp  lost*  3oure  pacience  for  pe  gilf  of  a  childe. 
[673]     ffor    Bop    quod    p6    maiater     al    wepinge    ^u 
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8aie8t^  ]»  soo]».  Hane  ]k>ii  ye  jerde  my  dete  sane  and 
conecte  me  for  myn  Inpacience  [674]  H  Of  pacience  comzaeth 
obedience  ^org&  whicK  a  man  is  obedien  to  Crist'  and 
into  alle  hem  to  whicb  he  oU3t*  be  obedient*  in  crisf 
[675]  and  vnderstonde  wel  Jmf  obedience  is  parfite 
whan  men  doon  gladly  and  hastely  wi]>  good 
herf  entierly  al  ^at*  he  shuld  do.  [676]  Obedience  / 
generally  is  to  perfowrme  fe  doctrine  of  god  and 
of  his  souereins  to  whiche  hym  oii^te  to  bene  obeysaunf 
in  al  rijtwisnesse 

H  De  TfeeecUo  accidie  [from  margin] 

[677] 

Aftere  J)e  synnes  of  Envie  I  wQ 
speke  of  pe  synne  of  Accidie,  ffor  Envie 
blynde])  ^e  herf  of  a  man.  And  Ire  tronbleth 
a  man.  and  accidy  make])  hym  hevye  ])0U3tfiil  and 
wrowe  [678]  II  Envie  and  Ire  maken  bittemesee  in  herf 
which  bittemesse  is  /  modere  of  accide  and  bynyme]?  hym 
^e  lone  of  al  goodnea  ^af  is  accyde  }e 
angwiBsll  of  a  trouble  herf  and  seynf  Anstyne  sei]) 
if  is  anoye  of  goodnesse  and  anoy  of  haime .  [679]  /  Certes 
^is  is  a  dampnable  synne  for  if  doo];  wronge  to  Jhesvi 
crisf  in  as  mocb  as  he  nyme]>  j^e  sendee  y&if  men 
ou3f  to  doo  Ihe^a  crisf  wi])  al  diligence  as  sei))  Salomon  /  ? 
[680]  Baf  accide  doo)»  noon  suche  diligence  He  do]? 
al  ])ing*  wi]>  anoy  and  wrawnesse  sdaknesse 
and  escnsacidn  and  wi^  dulnesse  and  vnlusf  H  fibr 
wljich  ]>e  booke  sei]?.  Accursed  be  he  ]}af  do]?  ]?e 
seruise  of  god  negligently  [681]  Than  is  accidy 
enmye  to  eaery  estate  of  man  for  certes  ^e  estate  of 
man  is  in  ])re  maners.  [682]  ei])er  If  is  ^q  estate  of 
Innocence  as  was  ])e  estate  of  Adam  byf om  ]?af  ho  f  elle  in  to 
synne  in  whicfi  estate  he  was  balden  to  wircho  as  in 
heryng*  and  in  adourynge  of  god  [683]  H  Ano]7er  estate 
is  pe  estate  of  synful  men  in  which  estate  men  ben  halden 
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to  labour  in  preying^  to  god  for  amendement*  of    her 

[. no  gap  in  the  M8J] 

syimes  [684]  K  Ano]>er  estate  is  ]w  estate  of  grace  in 
wMcK  estate  he  is  halden  to  do  werkes  of  penitence  and 
certes  to  aH  J^ise  ))ingges  is  accidye  /  enemye  and  con- 
trary for  he  louef  no  bysynes  at*  aH  [685]  U  Now 
certes  ])is  foule  synne  accidye  is  eke  a  ful  gret^  enemye 
to  fe  liflode  of  fe  body  for  if  ha]>  no  pttrvyatmce 
^ajeinst*  temporel  necessite  ffor  if  is  for- 
slew])e  and  for-6clugge]>  and  distroie]>  al  good  temporels  by 
rechelesnesse 

[686]  The  iiij.  ]>inge  is  ]>af  accidie  is  like  hem 
Jaf  bene  in  J>e  peyne  of  helle  by  cause  of  her  sclou))e 
and  of  her  heuynesse.  for  pei  ))af  bene  dampned  bene 
so  bounde  faf  J>ei  ne  may  wel  do  ne  wel 
]>enki.  [687]  Of  accidy  comme]>  firsf  ]>af  a  man  is 
anoied  and  enco7?ibred  to  doon  eny  goodnesse  and 
make))      ])af      god      hsip      abhomynacioil      of      such 

%  waneiui         accidye  as  seith  seynf  lohn 

[688]  U  Now  commej  scleuth  Jaf  wil  nof  suffire  noon 
hardnesse  ne  no  penaunce  ffor  so]>  sclou))e  is  so 
tondere  and  so  delicate  as  sei]>  Salomon  p&if  he  wil  nof 
suffre  noon  hardnesse  ne  penaunce  and  ^erfore  he 
sheende))  M  ])af  he  doo];  [689]  a^einsf  his  roten 
herted  synne  of  accidie  and  8clou)>e  shulde  men 
exercise  by  hem  self  to  done  good  werkes  and  manly 
and  vertuousli  cacchen  corage  wel  to  done  ]yenk- 
yng*  Jaf  our  lorde  Ihera  crisf  quite^  euery  good 
dede  be  if  neuere  so  lite./  [690]  Ysage  of  labour  is  a 

^BemardM  gretc  ])ing<  for  if  make))  as  sei))  Seynf  Bemait^  pe 
laborers  to  haue  stronge  armes  and  harde  Synewes  and 
sclouthe  make])  hem  feble  and  tendere  [691]  Than  commeth 
drede  f  orto  bygynne  to  Wirkes  ffor 
certes  he  ])af  is  enclyned  /  to  synne  hym  ])enke])  if 
is  so  grete  an  emprise  forto  yndertake  to  do  werkes 
of  goodnesse  [692]  [ 
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...    no  gap  in  the  M8.]  as  sei))  Seinti'  gregorie . 

[693]  K  Now  comme])  wanhope  jMif  is  despeiie  of  pe 

mercy  of  god  ]>af  comme]^  somtyme  of   to  ino<£  out- 

lageens  sorowe  and  somtyme  of  moclie  diede  ymagyn- 

ynge    J^af   he    ha]>    do    so    mocK    synne    J^f   it*    wil 

not*   auaille   hjm   fou^e   he   wolde    repenl^   hym    and 

f oisakesynne  and  doongood  [694]  poi^e  which  dispeiie  or  diede 

he  houndene))  his  herf  to  eueiy  man^r  synne  as  sei]^ 

seint*  Austyne  [695]  f  Which  dampnable  synne  if  ^ff  ^  Aattutinu$ 

if  contynne  vnto  his  ende.  if  is  deped  synnyng*  in  fe 

holy   goosf    [696]    This    orible    synne    is    so    perilous 

])af  he  ))af  is  despeired  )}er  nys  no  felonye  ne  no  synne 

)>af   he  doute])    for   to   doo   as  shewed  wel   by  ludas 

[697]    Certes    j^en    abouen    aH    synnes    is    ]>iB    synne 

mosf  diBplesaunf  to  crisf  and  mosf  aduersarie  to  crisf .  [698] 

So]>ly    he     ])af     dispeire]>     he    is     like     ]>e     cowan} 

champioil   recreaunf    and    Beif    creaunf  wij^outen    nede 

Alias  /  alas  /  nedelees  is  he  recreaunf  ^and  seib  creaunf^  [}-^repeattdi» 

'         '  '^  JW.3 

and  nedeles  /  despeired  [699]  £for  certes  pe  mercy  of  god  is 

euer  redy  to  j^e  penytent.  if  is  abouen  aH  his  werkis 

[700]  K  Alias  can  a  man  nof  'ymby))enke  hjm  of  ))e  gospel 

of   Luke  XT®.    Where    as   crist   sei]^   ])af   as  wel  shal  yImmzzv. 

|»er  be  ioye  in  heuene  ypon  a  synf ul  /  man  faV  do]? 

penytence     faa     vppon     90.      i9.Ki3tful     men     ])af 

[.    ,    .    .    no  gap  in  the  M8,]  neden  to  penytence  [701] 

H    Loke    former    in    pe    gosp^    fe    Ioye    and   /   ^ 

feestes  of  pe  good  man  ])af  had  losf  his  /  sone .  Whan 

his  sone  wi]>  repentaunce  was  retoumed  to  his  fadere. 

[702]  Can  /  j^ei  nof  remembre  hem  eke  ])af  as  sei]) 

seinf  luca  xziii^    Hou  ])af   pe    ^eef   ])af  was  honged  Y  Iom  BdQ* 

besides  Tbesn  cristes  side  f  Lord  remembre  on  me  whan 

^ou    commest    into    fi    regno.     [703]    fforsoth    seide 

crisf      to      day      shalf      J^ou      be      wi])      me      in 

paradys  [704]  Certes  ^6r  nys  noon  so  horrible  synne  of 
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man  J^af  it*  ne  may  in  his  lif  be  destroiod  by  penytence 
foT^  yertuB  of  ^e  paasiottn  and  of  ]ye  dee])  of  crisis 
[705]  f  Alias  whaf  nedej?  man  ]>an  to  be  deapeired 
apena  his  mercy  so  redy  is  to  aske  and  haue 
[706]  H  ])an  /  comme))  sompnolence  )>af  is  sdoggy 
eclumbringe  which  make))  a  man  be  hevie  and  dnlle  in 
body  and  in  sanle  and  (is  synne  commep  of  8clon])e 
[707]  And  certys  Jje  tyme  faf  by  way  of  leeoa  men 
shuld  not*  sdepe  ])af  is  by  ))e  morowe  buf  if  fer  were 
cause  resonable  [708]  H  fibr  eoj>lj  in  fe  morowe  tyde  is 
'  mosf  oonable  a  man  to  say  his  preiers  and  for- 
to  ]>enken  on  god.  and  to  honouren  god  and  to 
jeuen  almesse  to  fe  poor  ))af  firsf  commen  in  ]>e  name 

YSakmoa.  of  criste  [709]  K  Lo  what*  sei(  Salomon,  who  so  wil 
by  )}e  morowe  awake  to  soke  me.  he  shal  fynde 
[710]  IT  Than  commeth  nedigence  or  rechelesnease 
feA?  rekketh  of  no  ])inge  and  how  jyaf  ignoiannce  is 
modere  of  al  harme  K  Gertes  nedigence  is  |»e  norice. 
[711]  nedigence  ne  do]?  no  force  whan  he  shal  done 
eny  )}inge  whedere  he  do  if  wd  or  badly 

[712]  H  Of  JTe  remedie  of  ]>ise  two  synnes  as  emf 

n^Kpiem  fe  wise  /  man  (af  he  ]?af  drede]>  god  spare]?  nof 
to  don0  (af  hym  ou3f  to  done  [713]  and  he  ]Mtf  Icniep 
god.  he  wil  do  diligence  to  plese.  god  by  his  werkes 
and  abounden  hym  self  wip  al  his  myjf  wd  forto  doon. 
[714]  ]7an  comme]7  ydelnes  ]yaf  is  fe  jate  of  al 
harmes.  An  ydd  man  is  like  to  a  place  jMit*  haf  no 
walles  ye  deudi  may  entre  on  eueiy  side  or  shete 
af  hjm  at^  disconerte  by  temptaciofi  on  eoery  side 
[715]  This  yddnesse  is  ]>e  thurrok*  of  al  wikked  and 
vyleyns  fou^t&B.  and  of  bUb  langelingges  trowfols  and 
al  ordure  [716]  IT  Certes  fe  heuene  is  y3eue  to  hem  faJif 

%  iamA  wil  labouTd.  and  nou^f  to  ydd  folk^  IT  Eke  dautd  ^eeiy 

])at^  fei  ne  be  not*  in  pe  labour  of  men.  ne  pei  shol 
not  be  whipped  wi])  men  ]7at*  is  to  say  in  purgatorie 
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[717]  H  Gerte8  )Mm  semep  it*.  )>ei  shol  be  tonnented 
wi]»  Yq  deuel  in  helld  but^  if  pei  dono  penitence 

[718]  K  Than  commej?  ]w  synne  pa,if  men  clepen 
tarditas  as  was  a  man  is  so  lattred  and  so  taiying*  er 
he  wil  tume  to  god.  and  certes  f&if  is  a  grete  foly. 
he  /  is  like  hym  pAif  falle))  in  ^e  diche  and  wil  not* 
arise.  [719]  And  /  ])is  vice  comme^  of  fals  hope.  ]>at* 
he  pQnkep  he  shal  Ijue  longe.  bal^  ]»at*  hope 
failleth  f ul  off 

[720]  Than  oommeth  lacchesse  ]>af  is  he  ]>af  whan  he 
bygynne])  eny  good  werk .  anoon  /  he  wil  forlete  if  and 
stynf.  as  done  fei  ])af  han  eny  wijt  to  goueme 
and  ne  taken  of  hym  no  moie  kepe  anoon  as  ]yei  /  fynden 
eny  contrary  or  eny  anoye  [721]  f  Thise  ben  fe  newe 
shipardes  fsif  laten  her  shepe  wetyngly  go  renneu  to 
pe  I  wolf  ]>af  is  in  ]>e  breres  or  doon  no  force  of  her  owne 
gon^mannce  [722]  H  Of  J^is  comme))  pouerte  and  distraction 
bo])  of  spirituel  and  of  temporel  ))ingges .  Than  commeth 
a  manere  of  coldneese  ^af  frese])  aH  ]>e  herf  of  a  man 
[723]  f  Than  commeth  vndenociofi  ])orghe  which  a  man  is 
80  blenf .  And  as  sei))  seinf  Bernard  ha]7  such  langonr  in  ^BenuudM 
soule  ))af  he  may  nei])ere  rede  ne  synge  in  holy  church 
ne  ])enk  on  deuodotL  ne  travaille  wi]) 
his  hondes  in  no  good  werk  p9.\f  if  ne  is  /  to  hym  ynsauery 
and  al  appalled  [724]  ))an  wexej?  he  sore  and  /  sclowe  and 
slombry  and  sone  wil  be  wtoo]>  and  sone  is  /  enclyned 
to  hate  and  to  Envie  [725]  H  Than  comme^  \e  synne  of 
worldly  sorowe.  wMcK  ])af  is  deped  tristicia  ]»f  sdee])  a  ^Tiiitkuv 
man.  as  sei]>  seinf  Paole  [726]  ffor  certes  sncll  sorowe 
wirkejy  to  ]»  dee]?  of  ])e  sanle  and  of  ])e  body  H  Also 
for  \eroi  commeth  ])at  a  man  is  annoyed  of  his  owne  liff 
[727]  Wherfore  such  sorowe  shorte))  ful  often  fe  lyf  //  of 
a  msn  er  ]»af  his  tyme  eofninen  is  by  way  of  kinde 
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[The  Remedy  against  Accidie.] 

[728]  IT  A^einst  ))iB  horrible  Synne  of  Accide  and  ]ye 
braunclies  of  fe  same  Ther  is  a  vertue  f&V  is  called 
ffortitudo  or  strenght  pa,\f  is  an  affecciofi  porgtL 
whicH  a  man  despise])  al  noyous  J^inge  [729]  H  This 
vertue  is  so  my^ty  and  so  vigorous  f  ])af  it*  dar  wi})stonde 
my^tely  and  wrastel  a^einsf  jye  Sawtes  of  fe  deuett 
and  wisly  kepen  hym  self  fro  periles  fsif  bene  wikked 
[730]  for  if  enchaonse])  and  enforse])  ))e  soule  ^ri^f  as 
accidy  abate])  it*  and  make]?  if  feble.  ffor  )}is  fortitudo 
may  endure  by  longe  sufi&aunco  fe  travailes  ]»f  bene 
conable 

[731]  H  This  vertue  haf  mony  spyces  H  The 
fursf  is  cleped  magnanimitas .  ])at*  is  to  /  saye  grete  corage . 
ffor  80]>ly  yet  byhoue])  grete  corage  a^einst*  Accidye  lest^ 
fat*  if  swelowe  fe  soul  by  fe  Bjtme  of  sorowe.  or 
destroy  if  by  wanhope.  [732]  This  vertu  make]) 
folk  vndertake  harde  ])ingge8.  and  greuous  ])ingg(?« 
by  her  owne  wille  wisely  and  resonably  [733]  And  for 
as  moch  as  the  deuel  fighte])  f^einsf  man.  more  by 
queynteyse  &  by  sdeighf  ])an  by  strenghtb  ferfoie  a  man 
shal  withstonde  hym  by  witte  and  by  resofi  and  by  dis- 
creciofi  [734]  H  Then  ben  /  ])er  ])e  vertues  of  fei])  and 
hope  in  god  and  in  his  seyntes  to  atcheuen  and  accomplise 
fQ  good  werkes  in  which  he  propose])  feermely 
to  contynue  [735]  H  Than  comme])  suerte  or  sikemesse 
and  ])af  is  whan  a  man  ne  doute))  no  travaile  in  tyme 
commynge  of  pe  good  work*  ])af  a  man  /  ha])  bygonne 
[736]  II  Than  commep  Magnificence  •  and  ])af  is  to  sayn  whan 
a  man  dof  and  perfourme])  grete  werkes  of  goodnesse 
])af  he  ha])  bygonne .  and  y&if  is  pe  ende  whi  ])af  men  shuld 
doo  good  werkes.  fibr  in  ])e  accomplesing*  of  good 
werkes  lith  fe  grete  guerdot^n  [737]  f  Than  is  J)er 
constaunce  ])af  is  stablenesse  of  corage  and  ])is  shtilde 
be  in    herf   by  stedfasf    fei])  and    in    mou])e  and    in 
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beiynge  and  in  chere  and  in  dede  [738]  H  Eke  fes  bene 
moo  /  special  J^ingges  and  remedies  a^einst  Accidie  in  dyueis 
werkes  and  in  consideraciona  of  pe  pyne  of  helle  and  of  )>e 
loye  of  heuene  and  in  ]w  trasf  of  )>e  grace  of  )>e  holy 
gooet^  ]»f  wil  ^euen  hym  myjt  to  parfourmen  his 
«ntenti 

^  De  auarieia. 

[739] 

Aftere    Accidie    wil    I    speke    of    avarice    and    of  i[  Sa  Aurieia 
coueytise    of     which     aynne     ueip     seinf     Poule^PMiu 
fti^    fe    Koote    of    all    synne    is    ooueitise    f    And 
Thimothtfi  2*  CapUulo .  [740]  flfor  trewly .  whan  fat»  Jw  hert*  of  n  TbnoQiai 
a  man  is  confounded  in  if  self  and  trouble  and  pa^  pe 
saule  ha))  lost*    fe  comforte  of    god    ^an  seke^  he  an 
ydel  solace  of  worldly  j^ingges 

[741]  II  Auarioe  aftere  ]w  scripcioil  of  seynf  Austyng  ^  Aagm^iiMit 
is  a  likerousnesse  in  heite  to  haue  er]>ely  J^inggee. 
[742]  Som  ^oj^er  folk*  seyn  pa,V  auarice  is  forto 
purcbace  mony  erj^ely  ^inggee  and  no  (inge  ^eue 
to  hem  Jyaf  ban  node .  [743]  And  ynderstonde  ^w  wel  ]>af 
auarice  nys  not*  oonly  in  landf  ne  cat^  buf  som- 
tyme  in  science  and  in  gloiie  and  in  euery  manere  of 
outrageous  J^ingges  is  auarice  and  coueitise  [744]  And 
)ra  difference  ytwiz  Auarice  and  couetise  is  )ns 
Coueitise  is  forto  coueite  such^  J'iugges  as  ]>ow 
hast*  not*  And  auarice  is  forto  wi))holde  and  kepe  suche 
^ingges  as  ^u  hasf  wi^ut*  ri3tful  nede  [745]  So))ly 
j^is  Auarice  is  a  synne  fa,^  is  ful  dampnable  for  al  holy 
writte  curse))  it  and  speke]?  a^einst*  it*  ffor  if  do]) 
wronge  to  Ibe^u  crisf  [746]  for  it  byreue])  hym  fe  loue 
]7af  men  to  hym  owen  and  turnej)  if  bakward  ajeinsf 
ail:  reaoft  [747]  and  make])  ))af  ])e  auaricious  man 
ha^  more  hope  in  his  catel  ])an  in  Ihegu,  crisf    And 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.]  [748]  ))erfore  seif 
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seyn  Paule  'Epheeios  .5**.  That*  aueioua  man  /  h&f  moie 
hope  in  his  ^laldome  of  ydolatrie 

[749]  ^  What*  difTerence  is  yt^rix  an  ydolastie  and 
an  auarous  man  huf  f&\?  an  ydolastre  and  an  auarous  man 
ne  htLp  baf  a  mawmef  ot  twoof  and  j^e  auaridons  man 
ha]>  monye  ffor  certes  eueiy  floreyn  in  his  CofiEre  is  his 
mawmef  [750]  And  certes  ])e  synne  of  Maumetrie  is 
)>at*  god  in  pe  ten  /  comaundmentes 
as  bere]y  witnesse  in  Exodi  capittilo  .xx*.  [751]  Thon  / 
shalf  haue  no  fals  goddes  byf orn  me .  "Ne  fon  shalt  make 
to  pe  no  grauen  j^inge.  Thus  as  is  an  Auaricious  man 
[.  ,  M  no  gap  in  the  MS,'\  IT  And  ydolastie  [752]  J^oigll 
his  synne  of  Auaiice  and  of  coueitise  commen  ]yise 
hard  lordshippes  J^orgh  which  men  ben  stiayned 
by  taliages.  custumes  and  canages  more  ]yan  /  her 
daete  or  reson  is  H  And  ellis  take  ^i  of  her  bonde 
men  amercementz  which  myghten  more  lesonably  be 
oleped  extorcions  ))an  amercymentz.  [753]  Of  whictl 
amercyment^  and  raunsonynge  of  boond  men  some 
lordes  Stuardes  seyn  ])af  if  is  r^htfott  for  as  moche  as 
a  cherle  ha]>  no  temporeti:  J^inge .  j^af  if  ne  is  his  lordes 
as  ]>ei  sayne.  [754]  Buf  certes  j^ise  lordshippes  doon 
wronge  J^af  byreuen  her  bonde  folk*  ]>ingges  j^af  ]>ei 
^  AogM/mtwd*  neuere  ne  jaf  hem ./  Axi^uslinua  de  Givita\»  li^o  ix^  [755] 
i^r  '  '  H  Soo]y  is  ]yaf  ]7e  condiciofi  of  ])raldome  and  j^e  fiusf 
•r  OenMM  .6<«  /    cause  of  ))raldome  is  for  synne .    G[e]nes2«  y*°. 

[756]  Thus  may  ^e  seen  ]>af  \q  gilf  desemetft 
thraldom  ^Buf  nof  nature  [757]  Wherfor  fise  lordes 
ne  shnld  nof  moche  glorifie  hem  in  her  lordship 
si])ens  )}af  by  natural  condiciolis  ])ei  bene  [not]  lordes  ouer 
her  ^ralles .  but  for  ])af  ^raldom  come  forsf  by  deserf  of 
synne.  [758]  And  fer]yer  ouer  ]>er  as  |^e  lawe  sei^ 
]yaf  temper^  goodes  of  bonde  folk  bene  ]>e  goodes 
of  her  lordshippes  ^e  ])af  is  forto  ynderstonde  ]^  goodes 
of  Je  Empcrour  to  defende  hem  in  her  rijf  buf  nof 
f  StBMa  to  robbe  hem  ne  to  reue  h^m.    [759]  H  And  ]yerfore 
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8ei]»  Senec*.  Thy  pradence  shuld  Ijae  benigneij  wi^ 
J)i!ie  ]yrafi.  [760]  Thilk*  j^at^  ))ou  clepest*  ])ine  ))TaH 
bene  goddys  puple .  Sot  humble  folk  bene  cristes  frendes 
fei  bene  contubenual  wi])  fe  ioidf 

[761]  IT  Thenb  eke  )}af  suche  sede  as  chillies  IT 
springenf  of  suche  seed  springgen  lordes.  as  wel  may 
^  cherle  be  saued  as  pe  lorde .  [762]  pe  sam«  de])  ])af 
take]y  )>e  cherle .  fe  same  dee]>  take])  )^  lotde .  wheifore  I 
tede  do  li^hf  so  wi))  ]>i  cherle  as  ))0Q  woldesl^ 
fi  lorde  did  wij?  fe  if  pou  were  in  his  plite 
[763]  Euery  synful  man  is  a  cherle  to  synne  IF  I  rede 
]}e  Certes  J^af  ^u  lorde  worche  in  suche  wise  ])at* 
|)i  cherles  ra]>er  loue  jfe  than  drede  ^  [7^4] 
^  I  woote  wel  per  is  degree  aboue  degre  as  resoa 
is  and  skili  is  ^at*  men  /  done  her  devoyre  ])er  as  if  is  dwe 
6uf  certes  extoicions  and  despitee  of  ^oure  vnderlyngges  is 
dampnable. 

[765]  And  forther  ouer  vnderstonde  weft  faf 
oonquerours  or  tyraunte  maken  ful  often  jyralles  of 
hem  jyat*  bene  bom  of  as  Eoyal  blood  as  bene  pei  ))af 
hem  conqueren.  [766]  This  name  of  thraldome  was 
neuere  knowe  ersf  til  j^at*  "Noe  seid  paif  his  sone  ^  d«  Hot 
Canaan  shuld  be  ))ra&  to  his  bre]»eren  for  his  synne. 
[767]  f  What  say  we  fan  of  hem  Jaf  pillen  and  done 
extorcions  to  holy  churche  ^  Certes  j^e  swerdi  faif 
me  ^euen  fursf  to  a  knyghf  whan  he  is  newe  dubbed 
signified  ]>ati  he  shuld  defende  holy  church  and 
noujt*  robbe  if  and  who  so  doo]y  is  a  traitoui* 
to  crisf.  [768]  as  seij>  seynf  Austyne  H  They  bene  ?  Aas««<>Mfl» 
deuels  wolfes  ))at*  stranglen  fe  shepe  of  Ihesu. 
criste  and  bene  wors  pan  wolfes.  [769]  ffor  so]>ly 
whan  pe  wolf  ha)>  ful  his  wpmbe.  He  stynteth  to 
strangle  shepe.  Buf  sofly  pe  pylours  and  distroy- 
ours  of  good  of  holy  church  ne  doon  not*  so  for  ])ei  ne 
stynte  neuere  to  pillen .  [770]  Now  as  I  haue  seide  so  si]>ens  so 
is  ^]>af  synne  was  fursf  cause  of  thraldome  Than  if  is 
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bus  ]>at*  fHk  tyme  J^at'  al  ])is  worl()  was  in  synne 
])an  was  al  (is  worlde  in  (raldome  and  in  subiectiofi./ 
[771]  Buf  certes  sifen  J»e  tyme  of  grace  cam  god 
ordeyned  ]?at*  some  folk  shuld  be  more  bigbe  in  estate 
and  bie  degree,  and  some  folk  more  lowe  and  (at^ 
euerycbe  sbulde  be  serued  in  bis  estaat/  and  in  degre. 
[772]  And  ))erfore  in  some  contrey  ))er  J^ei  bene 
jyralles  wban  fei  /  ban  turned  bem  to  ]ye  ieip  fei  maken 
ber  pralles  free  ouf  oi  J^raldome  And  ]>erfor  certes 
fe  lorde  owe))  to  bis  man  p&i^  ))e  man  owe]>  to 
bis  lorde  [773]  H  )>e  pope  clepe))  bym  self  seruaunte 
of  Seruauntes  of  god.  Buf  for  as  mocbe  as  fe  state  of 
boly  cburcb  ne  my3f  nof  ban  bee  ne  fe  comon 
profite  ne  myjf  ban  be  kept*  ne  pees  and  resf  in 
er])e  but*  if  god  bad  ordeyned  ])af  som  men  ban 
bier  degre  and  somme  men  lowere  [774]  H  J'erfor  was 
souereynte  ordeyned  to  kepe  and  mayntene  and  de- 
fende  ber  vnderlyngges  or  ber  subiectes  in  resofl  as  fer- 
forj^e  as  it*  ]ipe  in  ber  power  and  not*  to  distroye  bem 
ne  as  ferfor];  confounde .  [775]  wberf ore  I  say  J^at*  (ilk*  lordes 
(at*  bene  (ilk*  wolfes  (at*  deuouren  (e  possessions  or 
(e  catel  of  poor  folk  wrongfully  wi(-outen  mercy  or 
mesure  [776]  (er  sbullen  resceyue  by  (e  same  mesore 
(at  (ei  ban  mesured  to  poor  folk*  (e  mercy  of  Ib^^u 
crisf  but*  it*  be  amended  [777]  f  Kow  coinme(  despite 
bytwix  Marcbaunf  and  marcbaunf .  And  (ou  sbalf  ynder- 
stonde  (of  Marcbaundise  is  in  mony  maners.  (at*  oon 
IB  bodyly  &  (at*  o(er  is  goostly.  (at*  oon  is 
leeful  and  (af  o(er  is  disbonest  and  vnlieful 
[778]  H  of  (ilk  bodily  marcbaundyse  (at*  is  leeful  and 
bonest*  is  (is  (at*  (er  as  god  batb  ordeyned  (at  a 
regno  or  a  centre  is  sufficient*  bim  self  (an  is  it^ 
bonest*  and  lieful  (at*  of  (e  babundaunce  of  (is  cimtre 
(at*  men  belpe  ano(er  cuntre  (al*  is  more  nedye 
[779]  and  (erf ore  (ei  mote  be  Marcbauntz  to 
bringe   from   (at*  oon   cuntre  to  (af  o(er  ber  marcb- 
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aundise../  [780]  IT  That^  oj^ere  marchaundise  pat*  men 
haunte  wip  fraude  treoKeiye  and  disceyte  wi]» 
loaynggea  and  fals  opes  is  cursed  and  dampnable. 
[781]  H  Espirituel  Marchaondise  ^is  propiely  Symonye 
paf  is  ententif  desire  to  by  ))enk'  espirituel  that*  is 
ping*  pat*  apperteynep  to  pe  sentuaiy  of  god  and  to 
cure  of  pe  soule.  [782]  This  desire  if  so  be  pat*  a 
man  do  hys  diligence  to  perfonrme  it^  al  be  it*  pat*  his 
desire  ne  take  noon  effecte  ^11^  is  if  to  hym  a  dedly 
synne  and  if  he  be  ordred  he  is  aregulere  [783]  IT  Certes 
Symony  is  cleped  of  Symon  magus  pat*  wolde  haue 
boujt*  pe  temporel  Cat^./  pe  jiff  paf  god  had  jeuen  / 
by  pe  holy  goosf  to  seinf  Peter  and  to  pe  apostels./ 
[784]  And  perfore  ynderstondep  paf  bop  he  paf 
sellep  and  he  paf  byeth  pingges  espiritufi  bene 
cleped  SymonyaLi  be  if  catel  be  if  procuryngo 
or  by   flesshly   preier   of   his    frendes    or    of   spirituel 

frendes  [785]  [. 

no  gap  in  the  M8.] 

Soply  if  pei  prey  for  hym  paf  is  nof  able  ne  worpi.  if 

is  Symonye .  If  he  take  pe  benefice  and  if  he  be  worpi  and 

able  he  nys  noon .  [786]  K  Thaf  oper  maner  is  if  a  man 

or  a  womman  preyep  for  folk  to  Buaunaen  hem  /  only  for 

wikked  flesshly  affectiofi  paf  pei  ban  vnto  pe  persones 

and  paf  is  in  foule  Symonye .  [787]  Buf  certes  in  seruice 

for    whicb    men    jeuen    pingges    espirituels    ynto    her 

seruauntes    If    mosf   be    vnderstonde    paf    pe    seruise 

mosf  be  honesf  and  elUs  .  nof .    and  eke   paf  hit   be 

wip    ouf    barganynge    and    paf    pe    p«rsone    be    able. 

[788]  ffor  as  seip  seinf  Damasie  H  Alle  pe  synnes  of  pe  ^ 

worl()  af  pe  regarde  of  this  synne  bene  as  a  pinge  of  noujf . 

ffor  if  is  pe  grettesf  synne  paf  may  be  aftere  *pe  synne  {*--»repeaUdf 

of  lucifer'  and  of  antecrisf  [789]  for  by  pis  synne  god 

forlesep   pe    churche  and   pe   soule   paf    he    boujt   wip 

Ids  precious  blood  by  hem  paf  jeuen  chirches  to  hem 

paf  bene  not  digne.  [790]  ffor  pei  putten  in  peues  paf 
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stelen  j^e  Boules  of  Ihesa  cnst  and  dlBtroje]?  his  patrj- 
moyne  [791]  by  suche  yndigne  pieestes  and  curates 
ban  men  fe  lasse  leueience  of  fe  sacramentes  of 
holy  chuiche .  And  suche  ^eueis  of  churches  putten  out* 
]7e  childien  of  crist.  and  putten  in  j^e  churche  pe 
deuels  owne  sone.  [792]  fQi  sellen  fe  soules 
pe  lomhes  shulden  kepen  to  )>e  wolf  pa,\f  strangle]) 
hem  and  J^erfore  shul  fei  neuere  haue  parte 
of    fe     pasture     of     lambes     p&t     is     pQ     blisse     of 

ofHosCTdry  heueuo .  [793]  If  Now  comme]?  hasardy  with  his  a^pur- 
tynaunces  as  tables  and  Bafuls  of  which  comme))  disceite 
fals  opeA  chidyngges  and  aH  ravanys  blasphemynge 
and  leneiynge  of  god  and  hate  of  his  neghbours  waast^ 
of  good  in  spendyngf  of  tyme  and  somtyme  mannys 
sclaughter  [794]  Certes  hasardouis  ne  may  not*  be 
wi]>-out<  grete  synne  pe  whiles  pei  haunte  ))af  craft  [795] 
Of  Auaiice  commeip  eke  lesingges .  ]>eeff  and  &la  witnesse .  and 
fals  o))es  and  je  shal  vnderstonde  ]>at<  {^ise  bene  grete  synnes 
and  expresse  a3ein8t<  pe  comaundementz  of  god  as  I  haue 

f  SefaisotMtt-  saidf  [796]  f  fMa  witnesse  is  in  worde  and  eke  in  dede 
In  worde  as  forto  byreue  )>ine  nei^bours  good  name 
by  pi  fals  witneasinge  or  byreue  hym  his  Catett  or  his 
heritage  by  )}i  fals  witnessinge.  whan  ]7ou  for  Ire  or 
for  mede  or  for  envie  beresf  fals  witnesse  or  accusest 
hym.  or  excusest  hym  by  ]>i  fals  witnesse.  or  ellis  ex- 
cusesf  Jjine  self  falsly .  [797]  ware  jou  questmongers  and 
notaries.  Certes  for  f&ls  witnessyng*  was  Susanna  in 
grete  sorowe  &  peyn  and  mony  ano^er  moo  [798]  f  The 

%  De  Aurto  synne  of  ]?eft  is  eke  expres  ajeinst  goddes  heesf  and  ])af  in 
two  maners  corporett  and  spiritueii  [799]  [CorporeH] 
as  for  to  take  })ine  neighbours  catdl  s^einsf  his  wille. 
be  if  by  force  or  by  scleighf  by  it*  by  mette  or  by  mesure* 
[800]  By  stelynge  eke  of  fals  enditementz  vpon  hym  and 
in  borowinge  of  pine  neighbours  CateH  in  entenf  neuer 
to  pay.  And  semplable  j^ingges  [801]  es* 
piritueil:    ^eff     is    sacrilege     p&ff    is     to     seyn     hur^ 
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ynge  of  holy  ^ingges  or  of  ^ingges  sacred  to  crist  in  two 
maners  by  resoil  of  fe  holy  place  as  churches  or 
chinA  hawea.  [802]  for  euery  vyleyns  synne  faf 
men  doon  in  suche  places  may  be  cleped  Sacrilegge  or 
euery  vioienoe  in  ]»e  semblable  places./  IT  Also  fei  faif 
vij^drawen  falsly  ^e  ri^tes  ])af  longen  to  holy 
churcli.  [803]  And  pleynly  and  generally  sacrilege 
18  to  jeue  holy  )>inge  fro  h<^y  place,  or  vnholy 
J>inge  ouf  of  holy  place,  or  holy  J>ingf  out*  of  vn- 
holy  place 

[The  Remedy  against  Ava/rice.'\ 


[804]  IF  Notr  shul  je  vnderstonde  ))af  \^  releuyng  of  ir  s««iaei# 
Auarice  is  misericord  and  pite  largely  taken./ 
H  And  men  myjten  axen  why  Jaf  misericorde  and  pite 
is  releuynge  of  auaiice  [805]  f  Certes  J)e  Auarous 
^man  scheweth  no  pite  ne  misericord  to  ])e  nedeful 
man  £for  he  delite^  hym  in  ^re  kepingges  of  his  tresoura 
and  not  in  ^e  reskowinge  ne  releuing*  of  his  euen- 
cristen  and  ))erfore  speke  I  fursf  of  misericorde 
[806]  ]»an  is  misericorde  as  sei])  ]>e  phiiosophre  ^  "HhsiofoiphMt 
U  A  vertue  by  whiche  ])e  corage  of  a  man  is  stired  by  ])e 
myssese  of  hym  ])af  is  myssesed  [807]  vpon  which 
misericord  folowe]y  pite  in  perfourmynge  of  charitable 
werkes  of  misericord.  [808]  And  certes  ))ise 
meuen  man  to  ])e  misericord  of  JheeM  crist*  ^af 
hym  self  for  oor  gilt^  sufi&ed  deetii  for  misericord 
and  foi^aue  vs  our  origynal  synnes  [809]  and  ]>er-by 
relesed  vs  fro  ]»  peyne  of  helle  and  amenuse])  ])e 
peynes  of  purgatorie  by  penytence.  and  ;eue])  grace 
wel  to  doo.  and  at*  \%  last  ^e  loie  of  heuene  [810]  The 
spices  of  misericorde  bene  as  forto  lene.  and  forto  jeue  /  and 
forto  [.  .  .  no  gap  in  the  MS."]  relees .  and  for  to  haue 
pite   in   herf   and    compassion   of    \q   meschief  of  his 
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euencristen .  and  eke.-  chastise  J>er  as  nede  is 
[Sii]  ^  Ano])er  raanei'  remedy  a3ei2isf  Anarioe  is 
zesonable  laigesse.  But*  8o])ly  here  byhoueth  ])e  con- 
sideraciofl  of  fe  grace  of  Ihega  crist  and  of  his 
temporeH  goodes  and  eke  of  fe  goodes  perdorables 
])af  crisf  ^aue  vs .  [Si  2]  and  eke  to  haue  reraembrannoe  of 
^e  dee])  ^ati*  h»  shal  hane  he  noot^  nof  whan, 
and  eke  faif  he  shal  foigoon  ali  ])at*  he  hafe 
[,     ,     .     no  gap  in  the  MS.]  dispended  in  good 

[813]  If  But*  for  as  moche  as  some  folk  bene  vnmesnr- 
able  men  ou^ten  eschewe  fool  laigesse  faV  men 
clepen  waasf  [Si 4]  Certes  he  ^af  is  fool  large  ne 
jeueth  nof  his  cateH.  but  he  lese])  his  cat^.  Soo)>lj 
what*  ^inge  ])at*  he  jeue))  for  veyn  glorie  as  to 
Mynstralles  and  to  folk  forto  byrenen  his  lenotm  in  ^ 
world  he  ha^  do  /  [synne  and  non]  almesse. 
[Si  5]  ce[r]tes  he  lese^  foule  his  good  ])af  he  ne  sekeji 
no  ^inge  of  his  good  buf  synne. 
[S16]  he  is  like  to  an  hors  )af  seke)  ra])er  to  drink* 
drovy  or  troubly  watere  ^an  of  fo 
dere  welle  [8 17]  And  for  as  moche  as  ])ei  ^eue  fere 
as  ^  shuld  not  ^eue  to  hem  apperteyne))  fUk 
malysofi  ))af  criste  shal  ^euen  af  pe  day  of  dome  to 
hem  ^af  shul  be  dampned .  / 


SeOula/ 


[81S] 


1  Ouia,/.  A   ftere  Anarice  commeip  glotenye  which  is  expresse  eke 

J\.  ajeinsf  fe  comaundemenf  of  god  %  Gbteny  is 
ynmesurable  appetif  to  ete  or  to  drink*  or  dlis 
to  doon  ynogb  to  )>e  Ynmesurable  and  disooni 
coueityse  to  ete  and  to  drynk*  [S19]  II  This  synne  cor- 
rumpe^  al  ^is  world  as  is  wel  shewde  in  ^in  ^e  synne  of 

^  f  anhu  Adam  and  of  Eua  If  Loo  eke  what*  sei))  seynf  Paule  of 

gloteny  [820]  f  Mony  seij)  seinf  Paule  gooll  of  whicH 
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I  baue  off  seide  to  30a.  anci  nowe  I  seie  if  wepynge 

]>af    ])ei    bene     Enemyes    of     fe    crois    of    crisf    of 

whic^  ])e  ende  is  dee])  and  of  whiclL  her  woombe  is 

her  god  and  her  gloiye  in  confusion  of    hem    ]»af  so 

saueren    er^ely    ^ingges    [821]     he    Jmf    is    vsanf    to 

])is  synne  of  glotenye  he  ne  may  no  synne  wi^stonde. 

he  /  mote  bene  in  semage  of  ali  vices .  for  if  is  ))e  deuels 

hoorde    fet  [he]    hide))   him  and  rests])   [822]   f  This 

synne    ha])    mony    spices    H    The     forsf    is    drcnknes 

^f  is  ])e  horrible  sepulcre  of  mannys  resoil  And  fer- 

fore  whan  ]>af  a  man  is  dronken .  he  ha])  losf  his  resofi  and 

^is    is    dedly    synne    [823]     IT    Buf    cartes    whan    a 

man  is  naf  wonte  to  straunge  drynk  and  p^rauenture  ne 

knowe])  nof  fe  strength  of  ^e  drynk*  or  h&p  feblenesse 

in  his  hede  or  ha))  travailled  ))orgh  which  he  drinke]) 

^e  moore  al  be  he  sodeynly  canjte  wi^  drink*  if  is  no 

dedly  synne .  buf  venial  [824]  IT  The  secotinde  spice  of 

Gloteny  is  ^af  ])e  spirif  of  a  man  wexe^  al  trouble. 

for  dronknesse  byreue])  hym  ^e  discrecioft  of  his  witte 

[825]  %  The    ^red    spice  of    gloteny  is  whan  a  man 

deuoure])  his  mete  and  ha])  no  ri3t'ful  manei'  of  etynge 

[826]  f  The  fourte  is  whan    ))orgh  ])e  grete  habund- 

aunce   of  his  mete  fe  humot«rs  of  his  body  bene  dis- 

tempred  [827]  II  The  v.  is  forjetelnesse  by  to  mochel 

drynkynge.  ffor  which  somtyme  a  man  for^ete^  by  fe  ! 

morowe  whaf  he  did  af  Eue  or  on  ^e  nyjf  byfor  | 

[82  8]  H  In  o])er  manere  bene  distincte  of  vices  &  spices  of 
glotenye  aftere  seinf  Gregorie  IT  The  fursf  is  forto  ete  by-  ^  fh%gorimij 
fore  tyme.  The  secounde  whan  a  man  gete)>  hym 
to  delicate  mete  [829]  IT  The  iij.  is  whan 
men  taken  to  moche  ouere  mesure  IT  The  4  is 
curiosite  wi^  grete  entenf  to  maken  and  apparailen 
his  mete  H  The  .v.  is  forto  eten  to  gredely  [830]  Thise 
bene  the  .v.  fyngers  of  J>e  /  deuete«  honde.  by  which 
he  drawe^  folk*  to  synne 
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[The  Bemedy  against  Oluttony.'\ 

%  Bontdtnai ./  [^3 1]  IT  Ajeiiist*  glotenje  is  the  remedy  abetmence  of  his 

body  as  sei])  Galien.  buf  )«f  hold  I  not*  meritorie  if 
he    do    if    only   for    ^e    hel])    of   his    body   IT   Seynf 

^  Aiis»«/««M».  austyne  wil  Jyati*  abstinence  be  doon  for  vertue  & 
wi])  pacience  [832]  IT  Abstinence  he  sei)^  is  litel  wor]). 
but*  if  a  /  man  haue  good  wille  ]>erto  /  and  baf  if  it  be  enforced 
by  pacience  and  by  charite  and  ])af  men  doon  if  for 
goddys  /  sake  and  in  hope  to  haue  ]>e  blisse  of  heuene 

[833]  H  The  felowes  of  abstynence.  bene  attemper- 
aunce  ])af  halde]»  ]ye  mene  in  alld  ^f^ingges  II  Eke 
shame  ^af  eschewe])  1^  dishonesie.  Suffisaunce  paf 
seke^  no  riche  metes  ne  dtinkes  ne  doo])  noo  force  of  noon  / 
outrageons  appandllynge  of  mete  [834]  Mesoie  also 
])af  restreyne])  by  resoft  )»e  delaue  appetite  of  etynge. 
Sobrenesse  also  ^af  restreynej)  )}e  outrage  of  diynk. 
[835]  Sparyng*  also  ))af  restreynejy  )»e  delicate  eese  to 
sitte  longe  atte  mete  and  softly  //  wherfore  some  folk* 
stonden  of  her  owne  wille  and  to  eten  af  ]>e  lasse  leisera 

If  De  Inznria  Bequitnr ./ 

[836] 
^LmciiriA  A   ftere      Gloteny      comme]>      lecherye.      fTor      ]»ise 

Jl\.  two  synnes  ben  so  nygh  Cosyns  ]>af  often  tyme 
J)ei  wil  nof  departe./  [837]  God  woote  Jis 
synne  is  f ul  displesaunf  ^ing*  to  god .  ffor  he  /  sei))  hym 
self .  do  no  lecherye .  And  ])erfore  he  patte)>  grete  peynes 
i^einsf  ])is  synne .  As  in  ])e  olde  lawe .  [838]  IT  If  worn- 
man  ^ral  were  taken  in  ]>is  syime.  she  shnld  be 
beten  wi^  staues  to  ^e  dethe  And  if  she  were  a  gentile 
womman  she  shulde  be  sclayn  witK  stones  And  if  she 
were  a  bishoppes  doujtci'f  she  shuld  be  brenf  by 
goddis  comanndemenf  [839]  II  £fer]>ermore  by  fe 
synne    of   lecherye  f    god    draynf    al    ^e   world!    af   ^e 
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diluve.     And    after    faf    he    brenf    .t.     Citees    wif 
li^f  and  sonke  hem  into  helle 

[840]  IT  Nowe  lati*  vs  epeke  ^n  of  ^ilk*  stynkinge 
synne  of  lechery,  ^af  men  clepen  aduoutrie  of  wedded 
folk  ])at*  is  to  say  if  ])af  oon  of  hem  be  wedded 
or  ellis  hoof  [841]  If  Seinf  lohn  seif  paf  be  aduoutrers  f  Sanctut 
schullen  be  in  helle  in  a  stynk"  brennyng*  of  fuyre  and 
of  bremstoon .  In  fuyre  for  lechery .  In  bremstone  for  J)e 
stynke  of  her  ordure  [842]  II  Certes  fe  brekinge  of 
]»is  sacrament*  is  an  horrible  pinge.  if  was  made  of 
god  hym  self  in  Paradise  and  confermed  by  Ih^ra  crisf  aa 
wittnesse])  seinf  Mathewe  ill  pe  gospeii  IT  A  man  shal  lete 
fadere  and  modere  and  take  hym  to  his  wiff  and  pei 
shul  be  twoo  in  00  flessh  [843]  f  This  sacrament*  bytoken- 
ef  Jw  knyttyng*  to-gidere  of  crist*  and  of  holy  churche. 
[844]  and  naf  oonly  ))at<  god  forbad  aduoutrie  in  bedde  • 
but*  eke  he  comaunded  ^af  pon  shuldesf  not*  coveyte  ^ine 
neighlxmrs  wiff  [845]  H  In  pis  heesf  sei])  seinf 
Austyne  is  for-boden  al  manere  coueitise  to  doon 
lecherie  H  Loo  whaf  seip  seinf  Mathewe  pe  .y.  chapitle/in  pe  %  ADfiutfai«# 
gospeii .  p&V  who  so  seep  a  womman  to  coueitise  of  his  lust .  he  %  Xatimw 
hap  doon  lecchery  wip  her  in  his  hert  [846]  IT  Here  may  ^e 
see  paf  nof  oonly  pe  dede  of  this  synne  is  forbodel 
buf  eke  pe  desire  to  doon  paf  synne  [847]  IT  This  cursed 
^  synne  annoyep  greuously  hem  paf  if  haunten  and  firsf 
to  her  saule  for  he  obligep  if  to  synne  and  to  peyne  of 
pe  deep  /  paf  is  perdurable .  [848]  ynto  pe  body  annoyep 
if  greuously  also  for  if  driep  hym  and  waastep  hym  /  and 
[.  .  no  gap  in  MS.]  of  his  blood  he  makep  sacrifice  to  pe 
feende  of  helle.  hif  waastep  eke  his  catett  and  his  substannce. 
[849]  &  certes  if  if  be  a  foule  ping*  a  man  to  waasf 
his  cateH  on  wommen .  ^if  is  if  a  foulere  pinge  whan  paf 
for  such  ordure  woTnmcn  dispenden  vpon  men  her  cateii: 
and  her  substannce  [850]  U  This  synne  as  seip  the  prophete  Y  Troshetmj 
byreuep  man  and  womman  her  good  fame  and  al  her 
honure  and  if  is  ful  plesaunt  to  pe  deuel.   for  perby 
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wynneih  he  ]>e  moet^  partie  of  fiB  worlcl 
[851]  And  ri)f  as  a  marchannte  delite]»  hym  mosif 
in  chafifare  ))at*  he  ha))  most*  auauntage  of  Ki^f. 
BO  delitep  fe  feende  in  ^is  oiduie 

[852]  this  is  y&if  ofex  hand  of  fQ  deuel  wi])  .y. 
fyngres  to  oacche  ]»e  puple  to  his  vilanye  [853]  IT  The 
first*  f jnger  is  fe  foolissh  lokinge  of  the  foolys^  man 
or  the  folissh  womman  ^af  sclee])  rijf  as  ])e  hasilicok 
sclee])  folk*  by  ye  venyme  of  his  /  sight* .  fibr  fe  Coueityse 
of  fe  eyen  folowejj  J>e  couetise  of  J>e  herte  [854]  H  That* 
ojer  fynger  is  Je  vileyns  touchynge  in  wicked 
nianei'  And  ])erfore  sei^  Salomofi.  ])at*  who  so 
touche])  and  handle])  a  womman.  he  fare])  like  hym 
]>af  handle^  fe  scorpiofi  ^f  stynge])  and  sodeynly 
8clee]>  ])ourgh  his  enuenemynge.  As  who  so  touched 
warme  picch.  he  shenf  his  fj'ngres  [855]  U  The  iij  is 
f oolissh  wordes  f&if  fare))  lic&  fire  ))at*  brenne]) .  ])at*  rijt*  anoon 
brennef  fe  herte.  [856]  IF  The  iiij.  is  fe 
Idssynge.  And  soply  he  were  a  grete  fool  ^f  wolde 
kysse  fe  mouf  of  a  brennyng*  ouen  or  of  a  fomeys. 
[857]  And  /  more  fooles  bene  ]>ei  ])af  kissen  in  vileynye 
for  ^at*  mou]}  is  ])e  moa]>e  of  helle.  And  namely  ^iae 
olde  dotardes  holours  ^it*  wH  fei  kisse  ])ou)e 
))ei  may  not*  do.  and  smatere  hem  [858]  U  Certes  ])ei 
bene  like  to  honndes .  fibr  an  hounde  whan  he  comme])  by 
fe  Bosere  or  by  opar  bewtees  fou^e  he  may  not* 
pisse.  ;it  wil  he  heuene  vp  his  legge  and  make  cotm- 
tenatince  to  pisse .  [859]  And  for  ^af  mony  man  wenetll 
]>B.t  he  may  no^t*  synne  for  no  likeroosnesse  ])at*  he  do]) 
with  his  wiff  Certes  pat*  opynyofi  is  fals  H  God  woote  a 
man  /  may  sole  hym  self  wip  his  owne  knyfif .  And  maken 
hym  dru»ke  wij  his  owne  tunge  [860]  Certes 
be  it*  wif  or  childe  or  eny  worldly  ping*  pat*  he 
loaeth  to-fore  god  it*  is  his  mamenf  and  he  is  his  ydolastre 
[861]  IT  A  man  shuld  loue  his  wiff  by  discreciofl 
paciently    and    temporally    And    pan    is    she    as    it^ 
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were  his  sustei'  [862]  II  The  .t.  ^fyngei*  of  J>e  deuels 
honde  is  ^e  stynkynge  dede  of  lecherie  [863]  Certe^  ^e  .v. 
fyngeis  of  glotenye  ^e  f ende  putte  in  ])e  wombe  of  a  man . 
and  wip  fiae  .v.  fyngers  of  lecherie  he  gripe^  hym  by 
J)e  Eaynes  forto  prowe  hym  into  Je  fomais  of 
hello .  [864]  pev  as  ];ei  /  shnl  han  ^e  f  ayi^  and  )}e  wonnes 
paf  euere  shul  lasten.  and  wepyng*  and  waillyng*. 
sharp  hungei'  and  ^rest*.  Grislynesse  of  deuels 
])at*  shuUen  alto'  treden  hem  wi^-outen  respite  and  wtt^- 
outen  eende  [865]  H  Of  lecchery  as  I  seide  sonrden 
dyuers  spices  As  fomicacion  ])af  is  bytwix  man 
and  womman  ])af  bene  not*  maried.  and  piB  is  dedly 
synne  and  a^einsf  nature .  [866]  for  al  ])af  is  enemye  and 
destructioil  to  nature  is  a^einsf  nature.  [867]  Paaiay  )?e 
reson  of  a  man  telleth  hym  eke  wel  ];af  if  is  dedly 
synne  for  as  moch  as  god  forbode  lechery.  And  seiuf 
Paule  ^eue^  hym  ^e  regno  paif  is  due  to  no  wi^t 
%  But*  to  hem  pa,if  doon  dedly  synne  [868]  U  A  no])er  synne 
of  lechery  is  forto  byreuen  a  maide  of  her  maidenhode . 
ffor  certes  he  ^af  so  doo]>  he  caccheth  a  mayde  out^ 
of  pe  hiest*  degree  ])at*  is  in  ))is  present*  liff  [869]  and 
byreuef  hure  pUk*  pr[e]cious  fruyte  Jat*  pe  boke  clepe]> 
^e  hundred  fruyte  I  ne  can  not*  say  iV  in  noon  o^er  way  in 
englissh.  but*  in  latyne  it*  highf  Centesimu^  fructus 
[870]  Certes  he  ^at  so  do^  is  cause  of  mony 
damages  and  vilenyes  moo  pan.  eny  man  can  rekne 
Bijf  as  he  somtyme  is  cause  of  aB.  Damages  ^at*  beeste^ 
doon  in  pe  feelde  ]»af  broke])  pe  hegge  or  pe  closure 
])orowe  whi(^  he  distroie])  ^at*  may  not*  be  restored. 
[871]  ffor  certes  no  more  may  maidenhede  be  re- 
stored. ])an  an  harme  smyte  fro  ^e  body  may 
retoume  ajein  to  wexe.  [872]  She  may  haue  mercy  pia 
wote  I  weH*  if  she  doo  penitence,  but*  neuer  shal  it* 
be  ^at*  she  nas  corrupts .  [873]  And  al  be  if  so  ])af  I  haue 
spoken  somwhaf  of  aduoutrie.  if  is  good  to  shewen  moo 
periles  paf  longen  to  aduoutrie  forto  eschewe  pe  foule 
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eyiine  of  [874]  adaoutrie  H  Auoutry  in  latjne  is  forto  seyne 
appiochinge  of  an  oper  mannys  bed.  J^ooigH  whicti  poo  ])af 
whilom  were  00  flessh.  aboiinden  her  body  to  o]>er  personed 
[87  s]  If  Of  pia  eynne  as  seij)  pe  wise  man  commeji 
mony  harmes  If  ffiist  brekinge  of  ^ei  fei)).  And  certes 
fei]>  is  keye  of  cristendome  [876]  And  whaa  psP 
teip  is  broke  and  lom^.  so])ly  cristendome  stant*. 
[veyne]  And  "wil^-ouf  fruyte  [877]  pis  synne  is  eke  a 
peef ./  U  ffor  peeff  generalli  to  speke  is  forto  Bene  a  wijf  his 
ping*  s^einsf  his  wille .  [878]  Certes  pis  is  pe  foulest*  peff 
that  may  be.  whan  'a  womman  stelep  her  body  from 
her  husbond  and  jeuep  if  to  her  holour  to  defoule 
hei'  and  stelep  her  sonle  from  crist*  Ss  ^euep  if  to 
pe  deuel .  [879]  This  is  a  fonle[r]  peff  pan  forto  stele  or  breke 
pe  chalice  from  pe  autere.  ffor  pise  aduoutrers 
breken  pe  temple  of  god  spirituelly  and  stelen  pe  vessdi 
of  grace  paf  is  pe  body  and  pe  saule.  ffor  which  crisf 
YPaniiiB.  fihal  destroien  hem  as  seip  seynf  Panle.  [880]  U  Soply 
of  pis  peff  douted  gretly  loseph  whan  paf  his  lordys 
wif  preide  hym  of  yilanye  whan  he  saide  U  lo  my  lorde 
howe  my  lady  hap  take  to  me  ynder  my  ward  al  paf  he 
hap  in  pis  world,  ne  no  ping*  of  his  ou^f  ol 
my  pouei^  buf  oonly  30  paf  bene  his  wiff  [881]  and 
howe  shuld  I  pan  doon  pis  wikkednesse  &  synne  so 
horribli  ajeinst  god.  god  if  forbede. 
Alias  al  to  litel  is  suche  troupe  now  yfounde  [882]  U  The 
iij.  harme  is  the  filpe  porowe  pe  which  pei  breken 
pe  comaundemen  of  god  and  defoulen  pe  autere  of 
her  matrimoyne  paf  is  crisf  [883]  ffor  certes  in  so  moche 
as  pe  sacramenf  of  manage  is  so  noble  and  so  digne .  So 
moche  if  is  pe  gretter  synne  forto  breke  if.  ffor  god 
made  manage  in  paradys  in  pe  estate  of  Innocence  to 
multiplie  mankynde  to  pe  seruice  of  god.  [884]  and 
perfore  is  pe  brekinge  perof  greuous.  Of  whi(A 
breking*  co?nmen  falB  heires  ofben  tyme  paf  wrongful!! 
occupien  folkes   heritage   and    perfore   wil    cnsf   putto 
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hem  oul^  of  ))e  regne  of  heuene  ))at*  is  heritage  to  good 
folk  [885]  H  Of  J)is  breking«  commej)  eke  off  tymes  Jaf 
folk  ynware  wedden  or  synnen  witH  her  owne  kjnrede. 
and  namely  j>ilk*  harlottes  ^at*  haunten  bordels  U  Of  thise 
fool  wommen  ])at*  mowen  be  likned  to  a  comune  gonge 
-wher  as  men  purge  her  ordure  [886]  H  What*  say  we 
eke  of  putours  ^af  lyuen  by  ]>e  horrible  synne  of  Putrie 
and  constreynen  wommen  je  somtyme  his  owne  wiff  or 
his  childe  as  dodn  fise  bawdes  to  jeelden  hem  a  certeyn 
rent*  of  her  bodily  putrie  Certes  ])ise  bene  cursed 
synnes  [887]  H  Ynderstonde^  eke  ^at*  aduoutrie  is  sette 
gladly  in  the  x.  comaundementz  bytwix  ^eff  and  man* 
nys  sclaughter .  for  if  is  f  e  grettesf  f  ef f  f  af  may  be .  fTor  if 
is  ))eeff  of  body  and  soule  [888]  and  if  is  like 
homycide  fibr  if  keruej  a  twoo  and  brekef  a  twoo  hem 
])af  fursf  were  ymaked  00  fles^.  and  ]>erfor  by  ^e  olde 
lawe  ^ei  ^shuld  be  sclayn  [889]  Buf  na^ees  by 
^e  lawe  of  Ihesu.  crisf  paf  is  fe  lawe  of  pite  whan  he 
saide  to  ^e  womman  ])af  was  /  founde  in  aduoutrie 
and  8hul($  haue  bene  sclayn  ynf  stones  aftere  pe  wille  of  J>e 
Iwes  as  was  her  lawe  H  Go  quod  ihesvL  crist  and  haue  no 
more  wille  to  do  synne  or  wil  no  more  to  do  synne 
[890]  So\ilj  vengeaunce  of  aduoutrie  is  a-warded 
to  fe  peyne  of  helle  buf  if  be  destroubled 
by  penattnce  [891]  H  3if  bene  fere  moo  spices  of  pis  cursed 
synne .  as  whan  paf  oon  of  hem  is  religious  or  ellis  boo]> . 
or  of  folk  paf  bene  entred  into  ordere  as  subdeken 
or  deken  or  preesf  or  hospitalers,  and  euer  pe  hier  paf 
he  is  in  ordere  pe  gretter  is  pe  synne  [892]  The 
pingges  paf  gretly  aggreggen.  his  synne  is  fe  breking* 
of  his  avowe  of  chaastite  whan  he  receyuep  ordei^. 
[893]  And  ferper  ouer.  soop  is  paf  holy  ordei'  is  cheef 
of  an  pe  tresour  of  god .  And  his  especial  syngne  and  marke 
of*  chaastite  to  shewe  paf  pei  bene  loyned  to  chastite 
which  paf  is  pe  moosf  precious  lif  paf  is.  [894]  And 
eke  pise  ordred  folk*  bene  specially  tytled  to  god .  and  of  pe 
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special  ma3aie  of  god.  ffor  whic^  whan  fd  doon  dedly 
8)11116  ]»oi  bene  fe  special  traitouis  of  god  and  of  his 
puple.  ffor  ]>ei  lyuen  of  ])e  puple  to  prey  for  ye  puple. 
And  while  ])er  bone  suck  kaitours  her  preieis  availlen 
nof  to  ]>e  puple./  [895]  II  Pteestes  bene  as  aungels  as  bj 
^PaaiM.  fe  dignite  of  bir  mysterye  H  But*  forso])  seynt*  poule 
seijy.  ))at  sathanas  transforme])  hym  into  an  aong^  of 
li)t*.  [896]  So)}ly  ])e  preesf  ])af  haunteji 
synne  he  may  be  likned  ynto  ])e  aungel  of  derknesae. 
transformed  in  fe  aungel  of  l^f  H  He  seme]>  aungel 
of  lijf.  buf  forso])  he  is  aungel  of  derknesse 
[897]  H  Suche  preestes  bene  ]>e  sones  of  Belye.  as 
schewe^  in  ^e  boke  of  kyngges  ^at*  ^ei  weren  fe 
sones  of  Belial  J^at*  is  fe  deueli  [898]  Belial  is  to  say 
wi]>-out^  luge,  and  so  faren  ]>ei.  hem  fenke 
])ei  bene  free  and  ban  no  luge  no  more  ]»ah  ha^  a  free 
boole  ))at*  take))  whicH  kowe  ))af  him  litek  in  pQ 
toune .  [899]  So  faren  fei  by  wefnmen .  ffor  ri^t^  [as]  a 
fre  bulle  is  ynou3e  for  al  a  toune  Bijt*  so  is  a  /  wikked 
preesf  corrupte  ynough  for  al  a  parissh  or  aii  a 
cuntree  [900]  Thise  preestes  as  sei))  ])e  boke  ne 
kon  nott  pQ  mysterye  of  preesthode  to  ^e  puple .  ne  god  ne 
knowe])  ^hem  nou^fXhey  ne  holden  hem  noi^t*a-paideas  8ei]» 
fe  boke  of  soden  flessh  ^af  was  to  hem  offred  buf  ])ei 
toke  by  force  pe  flesshe  J>af  is  rawe  [901]  Certes  ri}f  so 
];ise  schrewes  ne  holdene  hem  nof  a-paide  of  rosted  flessh 
and  soden  flessb  wi)>  ^e  which  ^e  pupeli  fedden  hem  in 
grete  reuerence.  Buf  ]yei  wil  haue  rawe  flesah  as  folkes 
wyues  and  her  doughtren  [902]  IT  And  certes 
wommen  ]»af  consenten  to  her  harlotrie  done  grete 
wronge  to  cnsf  and  to  holy  churche  and  to  alhalowes  and 
to  aH  saules  ffor  J>ei  byreuen  al  ]>ese  hym  ])af  shulde 
worshipen  crisf  and  holy  church  and  prey  for  cristen 
saules  [903]  And  perioie  ban  suche  preestes  and  her 
lemmans  eke  ^af  consenten  to  her  leccherie  fe  malisofi 
of    ^e/    courte    cristen    to    fei  come    to    amendemenf 
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[904]  IT  The  iy  spice  of  aduoutrie  is  somtyme  by-twene 
a  maa  and  ids  wiff .  &  ]yat*  is  whan  fei  taken  no  reward 
in  her  assemblynge  butr'  only  to  her  flesshly  delite  as 
aeif  seint*  lerom .  [905]  and  ne  rekken  of  no])inge  but*  1 3 
^af  fei  bene  assembled  by  cause  ])af  pei  bene  ymaried. 
al  is  good  ynon^e  as  ])enke])  to  hem  [906]  But*  in  suche 
folk  ha)>  fe  deuel  pouer  as  seide  ]>e  aungel  Eaphael  ^  AagOaa 
to/  Thobie.  ffor  in  her  assemblynge  fei  putten  Jhega 
cmt*  oaf  of  her  hertes  and  jeue  hem  self  to  a&  ordure 
[907]  IT  J^e  iiij  spice  ia  fe  assemblynge  of  hem  ^at*  bene 
of  her  kynrede.  or  of  hem  ]>af  bene  of  oon  afi&nite  or 
ellis  wi])  hem  vrip  ])e  which  her  faders  or  her  kynrede 
han  deled  vrif  in  fe  synne  of  lecherie  This  synne  make^ 
hem  liche  houndes  pat*  taken  no  kepe  of  kynrede 
[908]  and  certes  Parentela  is  in  two  maners  oiper  / 
goostly    or   flesshly.   Goostely  as    forto   delen  wi})  her 

gossipes  [909]  ffor  rijt*  so  as  [ . 

•  .  •  .  no  gap  in  the  MS.]  ia  his  godfader  his  fadere 
espirituel  ffor  whicb  a  womman  may  in  no  lasse  synne 
assemble  yrip  her  Gossipe  pan  wip  her  owne  flesshly 
bro]>ere  [910]  %  The  y.  spice  is  pilk*  abhominable 
synne  of  which  paf  no  man  ynnepes  oujf  to/  speke  ne 
write  //  Napelees  if  is  openly  rehersed  in  holy  writf 

[9"]   [. 

»    .    . no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

speke  of  horrible  synne  Certes  holy  writt  may  nof  be 

defouled    no    more    pan    pe    sonne    pat    shynep    on    a 

myxen./  [912]  IT  Anoper  synne  appertenep  to  lecherie  paf 

commep  in  sclepinge  aud  pis  synne  commep  off  to  hem 

paf  bene  maydens  and  eke  to  hem  paf  bene  corrupte 

And  pis  synne  men  clepen  poUucioil  paf  commep  in  iiij. 

maners  [913]  Somtyme  of  a  langwisshing*  ^of  body  for 

pe  humours  bene  to  rank<  and  habundafif  in  pe  body 

of  man.  somtyme  for  pe  infirmite  for  pe  feblesse  of  pe 

vertue  retentif*  as  phisik  makep  mencion.  somtyme  for 

sorfete   of   mete    and    drinke    [914]    and    somtyme  for 
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vileyna  ^u^tes  ]>ai;>  bene  enclosed  in  mannes  mynde 
wban  he  goof  to  sclepe  whidl  may  nol^  bene  wijK>nte(ii 
synne  fro  whicbe  fei  may  not*  kepe  bem  wisely  or  ellis 
may  men  synne  ful  greuonsly 

^  "Remedium  contra  Ixauriam 

[9 1 5]  IT  !N"ow  commep  Je  remedy  f^einst*  leccberie  and  J»f 
is  generalli  cbaastite  and  contynence  at^  re- 
ireynej)  al  fe  disordeyne  meuyngges  ^af  commen 
of  flessbly  talentes  [916]  And  euere  ))e  gretter  mente 
sbal  be  baue  paf  most*  restreynef  f  e  wikked  encbaw- 
finge  of  ordure  of  fia  synne  and  this  is  in  two 
maners  /  )>af  is  to  sayn .  cbaastite  of  manage  and  cbastite 
of  widowbede  [917]  ^  Now  sbalt*  pan  bere  faf 
matrimoyne  is  leeful  assemblyng*  of  man  and 
woman  ])af  resceyuen  by  ])e  vertue  of  ^e  sacrement*  pe 
boon($  ^orgh  wbicb  fei  may  not  bene  departed  in  a&  bir 
liff"  faf  is  to  say.  }>e  wbiles  fei  lynen  bof. 
[918]  tbis  is  as  /  Beif  fe  book*  a  fol  grete  sacrament*, 
god  made  if  as  I  baue  saide  in  paradis  and  woU  byTTi- 
self  be  bom  in  maryage .  [919]  and  for  [to]  balowe  manage 
be  was  at*  a  weddinge.  Wbere  as  be  turned  water  into 
wyne  wbicfe  was  J>e  fursf  myracle  Jaf  be  wroigf  in 
erfe  byfom  bis  disciples.  [920]  Trewe  effecte  of 
mariage  dense])  fomicaciofi  &  replenyssbe^  boly 
cbur(£  in  good  lynage.  ffor  as  fe  ende  of  mariage 
as  it*  cbaunge))  dedly  synne  into  yenial  ytwix 
bem  ))at*  bene  wedded  /  and  make])  ]>e  bertys  allon 
of  bem  ]>at*  bene  ywedded  as  wel  as  tbe  bodies 
[921]  pis  is  verrey  mariage  ])at*  is  establissbed  by 
god  er  ])at*  synne  bygan.  wban  naturel  lawe  was  in  bis 
njf  poynt*  in  paradys .  And  it*  was  ordeyned  ^t*  00  man 
sliuld  baue  but*  00  womman  and  00  womman  but*  00  man 
^  Lvtgustiniu    as  seipe  seynt*  Austyne  by  mony  resons 

[922]  fiurst'-for  ))at*  mariage  is  figured  bitwiz  man .  and 
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holy  charche.  And  anoper  is.  for  ))e  man  is  hede  of 
pe  womman.  Algate  by  ordynaunce  if  shulde  be  doo  soo . 
[923]  ffor  if  a  womman  haue  moo  men  ]>an  oon.  ]»an 
shuld  she  baue  moo  bedes  pan  oon.  and  ])at*  were  and 
liorrible  ])inge  byfore  god./  *And  eke  oon  womman  ne 
my^f  nof  plese  to  mony  men  at*  ones  And  also 
))er  ne  sbuld  be  neuer  pees  no  rest*  amonges  hem  for 
eueiecbe  wold  aske  bis  owne  ])inge  [924]  And 
fer^nnoie  no  man  sbulde  knowe  bis  owne  en- 
gendruie  ne  wbo  sbuld  bane  bis  beiitage  and  pe 
woman  sbuld  fe  lasse  be  byloued  fro  pe  tyme  ])at* 
sbe  were  commytte  to  mony  men 

[925]  H  Nowe  commetb  how  fat*  a  man  sbuld  here  bym 
yrip  bys  wiff.  and/  namely  in  two  pingges  )>af  is  to 
say  in  suf&annce  and  in  reuerence  and  ])at*  shewed  first  crist 
whan  he  made  fursf  womman  [926]  £For  he  ne  made  her 
nou^f  of  }e  bede  of  Adam .  for  /  sbe  shulde  not<  baue  to 
grete  lordship.  [927]  ffor  fet  as  pe  womman  haf  fe 
maistrie  she  make])  to  mocbel  disaraye  pet  neden  noon 
ensamples  of  pis.  The  ezp^ence  of  pia 
aa}f  suffise  [928]  IT  Also  certes  god  ne  made  nof 
womman  of  pe  foote  of  Adam  for  sbe  shuld  nof  be 
holden  to  lowe  for  sbe  can  nof  pacyently  sufEce  Buf  god 
made  womman  of  the  ribbe  of  Adam  for  womman  shulde 
be  felawe  vnto  man  [929]  11  Man  sbulde  here  bym  to  bis 
wiff*  in  fei)).  in  trou]>e  an  in  loue.  as  Beip  seinf 
paule  thaf  a  man  sbal  loue  bis  wiff  as  crisf  loued  Y 'Mhu./ 
holy  cluieii  pB,if  loued  if  so  wel  ]»af  be  dyed  for  if. 
So  sbal  a  man  for  bis  wiff*  if  if  were  nede 

[930]  f  Now  bow  ]»af  a  womman  shuld  be  subiecte 
to  her  husbond  paif  teUe]>  seinf  Petei'  /  [,  ,  .  no  gap  ir  'vtriM 
in  the  MS,]  [931]  And  eke  as  sei)»e  pe  decree .  A  womman 
as  longe  as  sbe  is  a  wiff  sbe  ne  ha])  noon 
auctorite  to  swere  ne  here  witnesse  wi)H>ut  leue  of 
her  husbonde  ]»af  is  her  lord  if  sbuld  be  so 
by    resoft.    [932]   sbe   sbulde   eke   serue    bym    in    aH 
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honesie  and  bene  atiempre.  of  her  aiay  I  wooti  wcfi 
pat*  ))ei  Bhulden  setten  her  entent  to  plese  her  hns- 
bondes  but*  not*  by  her  queyntise  of  aray ./  [933]  Seynt* 

^Unnimus  lerom  seip.  J)af  wyves  }>at*  bene  apparailed  in  silk*  and 
in  pi^y-pure  ne  mowe  not*  clo))en  hem  in  Ihe^u 
c?i8t*  [ no  gap  in  the  MS."] 

ltr«woH«s.i  [934]  IT  Seynf  Gregor  seij)  eke  paf  no  wi3f  Bekep 
precious  aray  buf  oonly  for  veynglorie  to  bene 
honoured  fe  more  tofom  pe  puple  [935]  IT  If  is  a 
foly  a  womman  to  haue  a  grete  aray  outward  and 
her  self  be  foule  inward  [936]  IF  A  wiff  shuld  eke  be 
mesurable  in  lokynge  and  in  berynge  and  /  in  laughinge 
and  discrete  in  aH  her  wordes  and  dedys  [937]  and  / 
abouen  aUa  worldly  ])ingges .  She  shulde  loue  her  husbonde 
Vfif  al  her  herte  and  to  hym  by  trewe  of  her  body 
[938]  ^So  shuld  an  husbonde  eke  by  trewe  to  his  wif« 
£fbr  si])ens  ])at*  al  pe  body  is  pe  husbondes.  soo  shuld 
her  hertes  bene  oon  Or  ellis  per  is  bytwix  hem  twoo  as  in 
])at*  no  parfite  manage  [939]  IF  Than  shal  a  man  ynder- 
stond  ])at*  for  iij.  pingges  a  man  and  his  wiff 
mowen  assemblen  IF  The  fursf  is  for  engen- 
drure  of  children  to  serue  god.  ffor  certes  ^f  is 
])e  cause  fynaH  of  matrimoynye  [940]  %  Anofeat  is  to 
jeelde  eueriche  of  hem  to  o])er  pe  dette  of  her  body, 
ffor  nei])er  of  hem  hap  power  of  her  owne  bodye 
IF  The  iy.  is  forto  e«jhewe  leccherye  and  yilenye 
IF  The  iiy.  forsop  is  dedly  synne./  [941]  As  to  Jw 
fursf  it*  is  meritorie  pe  seconnde  also  for  as  saipe  pe 
decree,  pat*  chasep  merite  of  chaastite  pat*  3eldep  to 
her  husbonde  pe  dette  of  her  body.  30  pouje  it  be 
^einst*  her  lykinge  and  pe  lusf  of  her  herte  [942]  IT  The 
iij.  manere  of  venial  synne.  And  trewly  scarcely  may 
eny  of  pise  be  wip-outen  venyal  synne  for  pe 
corrupciofl  and  for  pe  deliCe  [943]  IF  The  ii\j. 
manere  is  forto  vnderstonde  if  pei  assemble  oonly  for 
amerous  loue.  and  for  noon  of  pe  forsaide  causes  buf 
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foito  accomplise  ])ilk  biennyng*  delite  ])ei  recti 
neuere  hou  often  *  Boplj  if  is  a  dedly  sjnne .  And  ;if  vrip 
sorowe  some  folk  wil  pejnen  hem  moie  to  doo  fan 
her  appetif  siiffise]» 

[944]  IT  The  secounde  maner  of  chastite  is  to  be 
a  clene  wydowe  and  to  eschewe  fe  enbrasing*  of  man 
and  to  desire  ]»e  enbrasing*  of  IhegVL  crisf .  [945]  Thise 
bene  ])oo  )}at*  han  beii  wynes  and  han  forgoon  her  hus- 
bondes  And  eke  wommen  ^at*  han  /  doon  lecherye  and  bene 
releued  by  penaunce  [946]  And  certes  if  ^af  a  vriS 
cou)«  kepe  her  al  chaast*  by  licence  of  her  husbonde  so 
^t*  she  ner  noon  occasion  J>af  he  a-gUf  if 
were  to  hii'  a  grete  merite  [947]  Thise  maner 
of  wommen  ^af  obseruen  chaastitee  mosf  be  clene  in  herte 
as  wel  as  in  body  and  in  )K)a3f  and  mesurable  in  clojiinge 
and  in  contynat^nce  IT  Abstynenf  in  etynge  and 
drynkyDge  in  spekinge  and  in  dede  and  ])an  is  she  pQ 
vesseH  of  pe  boysf  of  pe  blessed  Mawdeleyne  paf 
falfille)»  holy  churcb  ful  of  good  odure  [948]  IT  The  iij. 
maner  of  chaastite  is  virgynyte .  And  it  byhoue))  ])af  she 
be  holy  in  herf  and  clene  of  body  ^an  is  she 
spouse  to  JhesvL  crisf  and  she  is  )>e  lif  of  aungels. 
[949]  She  is  pe  pfeysyng^  of  pi&  worldf  And  she  is  as 
plae  marters  in  regalite  ^she  ha])  in  hure  ]»af  tunge  may 
nof  telle  [950]  Virgynite  bare  our  lorde 
Jhesa  crisf  and  yirgyne  was  hyTTiself 

[951]  IF  Another  remedy  ajeinsf  lecherye  is  specialy 
to  wi]Klrawe  such  pmgges  as  jeuen  occasiofl  to  ])ilk 
vilanye  as  ease  and  etynge  and  drinkinge .  fibr  certes  whan 
fe  potte  boylef  strongly  J)e  besf  remedy  is  to  wi})- 
diawe  J)e  fuyre  [952]  II  Scleping<  longe  in  grete  quiete 
is  eke  a  greie  norice  to  leccherie 

[953]  ^  Another  remedy e  a^einsf  lecherie  is  J^af  a 
womman  or  a  man  eschewe  companye  of  hem  by 
whicti  he  doute])  to  be  tempted .  for  al  be  if  soo  ^f  ]>e 
dede    be    wij-etonde     jif    is    peie     grete    temptaciofl 
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[954]  ^  Sofly  a  white  wafl  al-yon^Q  it*  ne  brenne  not^ 
fully  by  stikkynge  of  a  Ganddii  ^i\f  is  pe  walle  blak*  of  fe 
leyte  [955]  fol  oft  tyme  I  lede  ]>at*  no  man  treat'  in 
his  owne  p^rfecciofi  But*  he  be  strenger  fan  Sampson. 
Holyer  ^an  david .  wiser  f&n  IF  Salomon 

[956]  IF  Now  after  J>af  I  haue  declared  jou  as  I  can 
of  ])e  vij.  dedly  synnes  and  some  of  her  broonches  and 
her  remedies.  so]>ly  if  I  coa)>e  I  wold  telle  jowe  fe 
ten  Gomaundementz .  [957]  but*  so  hije  a  doctrine  I  lete  to 
deyynes .  Najyelees  I  hope  to  god  )>ei  bene  touched  in  )>is 
tretys  enereeh  of  hem  alle 


TOopfeiiioim 


IT  Angtfff^JiMM 


n 


%  De  confessione  f 


OW  for  as  moche  as  }w  secounde  part  of  penitence 
stanf  in  confession  of  mou]>  as  I  byganne  in  fe 
[first]  chapitere  I  seye  Seint*  Austyn  seijr. 
[959]  Synne  is  euery  wore!  and  euery  dede  and  al  fat^ 
men  coueiten  ajeinsf  ]>q  lawe  of  Jhega  crist*.  And  pis  is 
forto  synne.  in  herte  in  mou]>  and  in  dede  be  ]?i  .y. 
wittes  J?af  bene  sijf  hering*  smellynge  taasting* 
or  sauouringe  and  felynge  [960]  IF  Now  is  if  good  to 
ynderstonde  )>e  circumstances  ]>af  aggreggen  mochel  euery 
synne ./  [96 1]  IT  Thow  shalf  considere  what*  Jjou  art"  pat*  dosf 
Je  synne.  whedere  pou  be  male  or  female,  jong*  or 
olde.  gentile  or  ]>raH  fire  or  seruatmte.  hool  or  seke. 
wedded  or  syngeH.  Ordred  or  vnordred.  wise  or  fool, 
clerk"  or  Seculere .  [962]  If  she  be  of  J?i  kyniede  bodUy 
or  goostly  or  noon.  If  eny  of  pi  kynrede  haue  synned 
wi]>  hure  or  noon .  and  mony  moo/  pingges 

[963]  IF  That*  other  circumstaunce  is  this.  Whedere  if  be 
doon  in  fomicadofi  or  noon,  or  in  aduoutrie.  or  in  incesf .  or 
noon  maiden  /  or  noon  in  maner  of  homicede  or  noon 
horrible  grete  synne  or  smale .  and  how  longe  fau.  ^hasf 
contynued  in  synne  [964]  IF  The  iij.  circumstaunce  is 
]>e   place  where  ]?ou   hasf  doon   synne  whedere  in  o^r 
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mennys  house  or  in  pine  owne.  in  feeld  or  in  churdi. 
or  in  chircH  hawe  In  church  dedicate  or  noon 
[965]  For  if  pe  church  were  halowed  and  man  or  wo^nman 
flpillen  her  kynde  inwi]>  f  at*placeby-twene  way  of  synneor  by 
wikked  temptaciofl  ^e  church  were  enterdited  til  if 
were  reconsiled  by  ]?e  bisahope  [966]  and  ]?e  preesf  shuld 
be  enterdited  ]>af  did  such  a  vilany  ])e  teerme  of  al  his  li£f .  he 
shuld  no  more  synge  masse,  and  if  he  did  he  shuld 
do  dedly  synne  at*  euery  tyme  ]>af  he  songe  masse 
[967]  IT  The  4.  circumstannce  is  by  whidl  mediat- 
ours  as  by  massagers  or  for  enticement*  or  for 
consentemenf  to  here  company  wi]>  felawahip  for 
mony  a  wrecdl  forto  here  companye  willen  goo  to  p% 
deuel  of  helle.  [968]  ffor  pei  ]?af  eggen  or  con- 
senten  to  pe  synne  bene  partniers  of  ]>e  synne  and 
of  ]?e  dampnaciofi  of  pe  synnere 

[969]  IF  The  .V.  is  of  how  mony  l^ymes 
]?af  he  ha]?  synned  and  /  if  be  in  his  mynde .  and  howe  off 
))af  he  ha]?  falle.  [970]  ffor  he  ]>af  off  falle]>  in  synne 
he  despise]?  ^e  mercy  of  god  and  encrese]?  his  synne 
and  is  vnkynde  to  god  and  he  wex^)?  pe  more  feble 
to  wi]?stonde  synne.  and  synne]?  ]?e  more  lijtlier 
[971]  and  ^e  latter  arise]?,  and  is  ]?e  more  eschewe  for 
to  schryuen  hym  and  namely  to  hym  ]?af  ha]?  bene  his  con- 
fessoure.  [972]  ffor  which  ]?af  folk*  whan  ]?ei  falle  a^ein 
in  her  old  folies.  oujf  ]?ei  forleten  her  confessours 
al  ytterly  or  elUs  pei  departen  her  shriff  in  dyuers 
place  Buf  so]?ly  such  departed  shrift  deserue]?  no 
mercy  of  god  of  his  synnes .  [973]  ^  The  sexf  circum- 
stannce is  ])is  why  ]?af  a  man  synne]?  as  by  whiche  temptacion 
And  if  hym  self  procure  filk  temptacioil  or  by  ex- 
cityng*  of  o]?er  folk* .  or  if  J)ou  synne  with  a  womman  by 
force  or  by  hure  owne  assenf  [974]  /Or  if  J?e  womman 
Maugre  her  hede  ha]?  bene  enforsed  or  noon.  ]?is 
shal  she  telle  for  coueityse  or  for  pouerf.  And 
if  if  were  her  procurynge  or  noon  and   such   maneie 
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hamays.  [975]  ^  The  .7.  ciicumstaunce  is  in  what^ 
manere  ho  ha]>  doon  his  synne.  or  noon  or  /  how  ^t*  he  ha) 
8Ti£&ed .  howe  folk  han  done  to  her .  [976]  Of  ^  same  shal 
men  telle  pleynly  aH  circumstannces  and  whedero 
he  ha^  synned  wip  comxine  bordett  wommen  or  noon 
[977]  'o'  do  ^  synne  in  holy  tymes  or  non.  In  fasi- 
yng*  tymes  or  non .  or  be  longe  from  his  shrift* .  or  after  his 
latter  schriff  [978]  ha^  p^rauenture  broken  his 
penaunce  enioyned .  by  whos  helps  and  whoos  counsaile  by 
sorcery  or  craff  aH  ^ise  J^ingges  mosten  be  tolde.  [979J 
After  pat*  ]>ei  bene  grete  or  smale  engreggen  ye 
conscience  of  man  ^  And  eke  }w  preesf  faV  is 
fi  luge  may  J^e  better  be  auysed  of  his  luggement*  in 
^eayng*  of  ])i  penaunce  and  j^at*  is  after  ]>i  contiiciofi. 
[980]  for  vnderstonde])  wel  pat*  aftere  tyme  pat*  a  man 
hath  defouled  his  bapteme  by  synne  if  he  wil  come  to 
sauacion.  ther  nys  noon  oper  way  but*  by  penitence 
and  schriff  and  by  satisfacciofi  /  [981]  and  namely  by  pe  two 
if  per  be  a  confessoui?  to  which  he  may  schryve  hym* 
And  pe  iy.  if  he  haue  lif  to  perfourme  if 

[982]  Than  .shal  man  loke  and  considere  if  he 
wil  make  a  trewe  and  a  profitable  confession.  Ther 
most*  be  4.  condicidns  [983]  IT  ffirst  it  mosf  be  in 
sorowf ul  bittemes  of  herte  as  seide  pe  kyng*  Ezechidi  to 
god  IT  I  wil  remembre  aH  pe  jeeres  of  my  liff  in 
bittemesse  of  myn  herte  [984]  IT  This  condyciofi  of  bitter- 
nesse  hap  .v.  signes.  The  fursf  is  pat*  confession 
most*  be  shamefast*  not*  forto  keueren  ne  to  hiden  his  synne 
but*  for  he  hap  agilf  his  god  and  defoiled/  his  soule 

^AagutHntu  [985]  And  here  of  seip  seynt*  Austyne  ^  The  h^rte 
travaillep  for  shame  of  his  synne .  And  for  he  hat£  grete 
shamfastnesse  he  is  digne  to  haue  grete  mercie 
[986]  which  was  pe  confession  of  pe  publycane  paf 
wold  not*  heue  vp  his  yen  to  heuene  for  he  had 
offended  god  in  heuene.   ffor  which  shamefastnesse  he 

%Umj  had  anoon  pe  mercy  of  god  [987]  IT  And  therfore  seip 
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seint*  Anstyne.  J^af  sncK  shamefast*  folk  l)ene  next* 
for^eaenes  and  remissioiL  [988]  %  Thaf  open  dgne  is 
hmnylite  of  confession  /  of  wlii(^  self  seint*  Fetre  %  i 
IT  VmbleJ?  jou  vnder  fe  my3f  of  god  ])e  hand  of  god 
is  my3ty  in  confessioil  for  fer-by  god  foijene])  J)e 
synnes.  ffor  he  allon  h&p  pe  power  /  [989]  and  ]ns 
humilite  shal  be  in  hertf  and  in  sygne  outward  ^  ffor 
ri3t*  as  he  ha^  humilite  to  god  in  his  herte  Bi^f  so 
shulde  he  humble  his  body  outward  to  ]>e  preesf  ])af  sitte 
in  goddes  place  [990]  for  which  in  no  manere  8i]>es  p&V 
cnsf  is  souereyne  and  /  ^pe  preesf  mene  and  mediatoui^  by 
twix  crisf  and  pe  synnei^.  and  pe  synner  is  pe  lasf 
by  way  of  resofi  [991]  ]>an  shuld  nof  J^e  synner  sitte 
as  high  as  his  confessoure  but*  knele  tofom  hym  or  at* 
his  fete  but*  if  malady  distroubed  it* .  ffor  he  shal  not*  take 
kepe  who  sitte  J>er  but*  in  whos  place  fat*  he  sittef . 
[992]  A  man  ))at*  ha])  trespased  to  a  lorde  and  commep  for  to 
aske  mercy  and  makenhisaccordeand  sette  hymdownea-noon 
by  J?e  lorde  men  wolden  holde  hyw  outrageous  and  not 
worjji  so  sone  forto  haue  remissiofl  ne  mercy .  [993]  ^  The 
iij.  signe  is  J?af  J?i  shrift*  shul  be  ful  of  teeres  if 
man  may  wepe  or  if  man  may  nof  wepe  wif  his  bodely  eyen ./ 
laf  hym  wepe  in  his  herte.  [994]  ffor  suche  was  pQ  confessioil 
of  seynf  petre  ffor  aftere  ])af  he  had  forsake  Jhesa  cnsf 
he  wenf  ouf  and  wepte  ful  bitterly  [995]  II  The  iiy. 
signe  is  J^af  he  ne  lette  nof  for  his  /  shame  to  shewen 
his  confession.  [996]  Such  was  ^e  confession  of  pe 
maudeleyn  ]?af  sche  ne  spared  for  no  shame  of  hem  paif  weren 
af  pe  ffeesf  forto  go  to  our  lorde  Jhesxi  crisf  and  byknowe 
to  hym  her  synne  [997]  IT  The  .v.  signe  is  ])af  a  man 
&  a  womman  be  obeysaunte  to  receyne  pe  penaunce  ^af 
is  hym  enioyned.  ffor  certes  Ihe^u  crisf  for 
pe  giltes  of  oon  man  was  obedienf  to  his  dej^e 

[998]  IT  The  secounde  condicion  of  verrey  confessioil  T  ••  condkto./ 
is  ]>af  if  be  hastely  dofi.  ffor  certes  if  a  man  had  a 
dedly  woundef  euer  pe  lenger  faf  he  tarief  to  warissha 
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him  self  ^e  moie  wold  if  coirupie  and  hast*  liym  to 
his  de]>e  and  eke  ^  wounde  wold  be  )re  wors  forto 
hele  [999]  ^  And  ri^f  so  fare]>  synne  ]»f  longe 
tyme  is  in  a  man  vnschewed  [1000]  IT  Certes  a  man  ou^f 
hastely  to  shewe  his  synne .  for  mony  causes  as  for  diede 
of  de]>e  ]>at  commef  often  sodeynly  and  is  in  no  certeyn  whaf 
tyme  if  shal  be  ne  in  whaf  place .  And  eke  ye  strecchyng* 
of  00  synne  drawe))  in  ano]>ei  [looi]  ^  And  eke  ])e  lenger 
))af  he  tariethf  fe  fer^r  is  he  from  ciisf .  And  if  he  abide 
vnto  his  lasf  day  scarcely  may  he  shryve  hym  or 
amende  hym  of  his  synnes  ne  repenten  hym  for  f^ 
greuous  maladye  of  his  deth.  [1002]  Ss  for  aa  mo<^e  as 
he  haf  nof  in  his  lif  herkened  Ihesu  Crisf  whan  be 
ha])  spoken  Tnto  hym .  heshal  crien  to  our  lord  Iheffu  crisf  af  his 
lasf  day.  and  scarcely  wil  he  barken  hym  [1003] 
II  Ynder-stonde  ]>af  ))ia  condiciofi  moste  haue  four]  j^inggea 
^thi  schriff  most  be  purueide  byforn  and  avised 
for  wikked  hasf  doo]>  no  profite  and  y&V  a  man  konne 
shiyue  hym  of  his  synnes  be  if  of  pride  eifer  of  Envie  and 
so  for])  wi])  pQ  spices  and  circumstaunces  /  [1004]  and  ))af 
he  haue  comprehended  /  in  his  mynde  ])e  nombre  and  ^e 
gretnesse  of  his  synnes  and/  how  longe  ))af  he  ha])  layne 
in  synne  [1005]  and  eke  |)af  he  be  contrite  of  his  synnes 
and  in  stedfasf  pttrpoos  by  ])e  [grace  of  god]  neuere  eff  to 
falle  a^ein  in  synne  and  eke  ^af  he  drede  and  countrewaite 
hym  self  ))af  he  flee  ])e  occasions  of  synne  to  whicH  he 
is  enclyned  [1006]  II  Also  paf  ])ow  shalf  schryve  ]»  of  alle 
])i  synnes  to  00  man  and  nou^f  parceti  mele  to  oon  man  and 
parsel  mele  to  a  no])er  man  ])af  is  to  vnderstonde  in  entenf 
to  parten  ^i  confessiofi  as  for  shame  or  for  drede .  ffor  if 
nys  buf  stronglyng*  of  ^e  soule  [1007]  ffor  certes  Ihera. 
crisf  ia  al  good  in  hym  ia  noon  inperfecciofl  and 
])erfore  euere  he  tor^QVLOp  alle  parfltly  or  ellis  neuere  a 
dele  [1008]  H  I  say  nof  if  J)owe  be  sygned  to  J)e 
penytauncere  for  certeyn  synne  ))af  ])on  arf  bonnden  to 
shewe  hem  aH    pe  remenaunf  of    pi  synnes  of  whictL 
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)>owe  hasf  be  sbiyueii  of  pi  curate  bnt*  i1^  fike  fe 
of  ))me  liumiliie  This  is  no  depaitmg*  of  ahiift* 
[1009]  ne  I  ne  say  not*  J^er  aa  I  speke  of  dyniaiofl  of  confes- 
aiofi  ))at*  if  ])ou  haue  licence .  f orto  shryue  ))e  to  a  discrete 
and  honest*  preest*  and  where  J^e  like]>  /  and  by  pe  licence 
eke  of  ]>e  cuiate  |)af  ]>owe  ne  maiste  wel  shiyue  po 
of  alle  fi  synnes  [10 10]  but*  laf  no  blot  be  behynde. 
laf  no  synne  be  vntolcl  as  fer  as  pon  hast^  remem- 
biaunce  [loii]  And  whan  pou  shalt*  bene  shiyuen  of  fi 
Cuiate  telle  hym  eke  of  alle  fe  synnes  paf  ))ou  hast  done 
si]>ens  pon  were  last*  yshriuen  as  ]ns  is  )»e  wikked  entent*  of 
dyuisiofi  of  shrift* 

[1012]  IT  Also  pe  yerrey  shrifb  askej)  certeyn  con- 
didons.  ffursf  *]?af  ]h>u  shryue  J^e  by  pi  firee  wiQe 
not*  constreyned  ne  for  shame  of  folk*  ne  for  maladie 
or  such  pingges  ffor  it*  is  reson  pat*  he  pat*  trespasep 
by  his  ffiree  wille  /  [,  ,  ,  no  gap  in  the  MS."]  confesse  his 
trespas.  [1013]  noon  oper  man  shal  telle  his  synne 
but*  he  hym  self  ne  he  shal  not*  nay  or  denye  his  synne 
ne  wrape  him  ajeinsf  pe  preest*  for  his  amonysynge 
to  lete  synne  [10 14]  IT  The  seconnde  condiciofi  is  pat*  pine 
shrift*  be  lawfuH.  pat*  ia  to  say  pou  pat*  shryuest 
pe  and  eke  pe  preest*  pat  herep  pi  confession  bene 
verrely  ^in  pe  feip  of  holy  church  [1015]  and  pat*  a 
man  be  not*  despeired .  of  pe  mercy  of  Ihesu  Crist*  And 
Caym  or  ludas  [10 16]  And  eke  a  [man]  mote  accuse 
hym  of  his  owne  trespace  and  nou^t*  anoper  but*  he 
shal  blame  &  witen  hym  self  of  his  owne  malice  of  his 
synne  and  noon  oper,  [10 17]  But*  napeles  if 
anoper  man  be  enchesofi  or  entiser  of  his  synnes  Or  pat*  if 
pe  state  of  a  persone  be  such  thorgh  which  his  synne  is 
a-gregged  or  ellis  pat*  he  may  not*  pleynly  shiyuen  hym  • 
but*  he  telle  pe  persone  pe  whicH  he  hap  synned  wipe, 
pan  may  he  telle  it*  [1018]  so  pat*  his  entent*  ne  be  not^ 
to  bakbite  pe  persone  but*  oonly  to  dedaren  his  con- 
fessiofi. 
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[1019]  f  Thowe  pe  slxalti'  nof  eke  make  no  lesing*  in 
fitLB  confession  for  humilite  parauentare  to  say 
ya,V     pou    hast*    doon    synnes    of     whicb    ^ou    were 

^MasmtUmuij  neueie  gylty  [1020]  II  ffor  seint*  Austyn  sdf  if 
^ow  be  cause  of  humilite  makest*  lesing* 
of  ^i  self  ^oug&  )K)we  ne  were  nou3t^  in  synne  afomf 
jif  art*  ^we  ]»n  in  synne  porgh.  fi  lesynges.  [102 1] 
Thow  mosf  eke  shewe  ]>i  synne  by  ]?!  x^'^pre 
inou)ie  but*  pon  be  weze  dombe  and  nof  by  no 
letter  ffor  pon  ))af  hasf  done  synne  J^ou  shalf  haue 
pe  same  confesstr  [1022]  IT  Thow  shalt*  nof  eke 
peynf  ^i  confessiofi  be  faire  and  subtile  wordes  to  keueie 
more  ^i  synne  ffor  ]yan  bygilesf  J^ou  ^  self*  & 
noughf  pe  preesf.  Thow  mosf  tel  if  platly  be  if 
neuere  so  foulc  ne  so  horrible  [1023]  IT  Thow  shalf  eke 
shiyue  pe  to  a  preesf  ]?af  is  discrete  to  counsaile  pee .  and 
eke  J^ou  shalf  nof  shryue  pe  for  veynglorie  ne  for 
ypocrecy  ne  for  no  cause  buf  oonly  for  pe  doute  of 
Ihera  crisf  and  pe  hel]>e  of  ]>i  soule.  [1024]  Thow 
shalf  nof  eke  renne  to  pe  preesf  al  sodeynly  to  telle  hjyn 
li^tly  ]>i  synne  as  who  so  telle])  a  lape  or  a  tale  buf 
avisely  and  wi]>  giete  deuociofi  [1025]  &  generally 
/Bhryye  pe  off  if  )>ou  often  fedle  off  arise  by 
confessiofi  [1026]  And  if  ]>ow  shryue  pe  ofter 
})an  onys  of  synne  which  pou  hasf  be  shiyuen  if  is 

%Aagu$HnM9  pe  more  merite  as  seip  seinf  Austyne.  Thow 
shalf  haue  pe  more  lightly  relesinge  and  grace  of  god 
hope  of  synne  and  of  peyne,  [1027]  And  certes  onys  a 
jere  af  pe  leesf  way  if  is  lawful  forto  bene  howseled .  ffor 
Boplj  onys  [a  jere]  al  ]>ingges  renouellen 

De  satisfiEkCcione . 

[10281 

^Ow  haue  I  tolde  of  verrey  confessiofi  ])af  is  pe 
Secounde  parf  of  penytence 
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[1029]  f  The  i\j.  parte  of  penytence  is  Saiisfaccioll  and  T 1 
^t*  stanf  geneiaUi  in  almesse  and  in 
bodily  peyne.  [1030]  Nowe  bene  p&n  fre 
manere  of  Almesse.  ConMciofL  of  hert^  wher  a  man 
oSiep  hjm  self  to  god.  Ano])er  is  to  bane  pite  of 
^e  de&ute  of  bis  neigbbonis .  fe  ^3  is  in 
3euyng*of  goodcounsaileandconforf  goostly and  bodily  wbeie 
men  ban  nede  and  namely  in  snstynatmce  of  mannys  foods. 
[103 1]  And  take  kepe  fB,V  a  man  ba]»  nede  of  ^ise 
))ingges  generalli  be  ba^  nede  of  foode  of 
clo]>inge  and  barboiowe.  be  ba]>  /  nede  of  cbaiitable 
connsaillinge  and  yisitynge  of  prisoti  and  /  maladie  and 
sepulture  of  bis  dede  body.  [1032]  And  if  ]h>w  maisf  not^ 
yisite  pe  nedeful  -mf  fi  persone.  Tisite  bym  witb  ))i 
massage  &  /  }i  jiftes  [1033]  ^  Tbise  bene  ^e  generafi 
almasses  ox  werkes  of  cbarite  of  bem  ^af  ban  tempoiett 
licbesses  or  discrecion  of  consaiUing*  Of  )»ise  werkea 
sbalt*  ])ou  bere  af  )ie  day  of  dome 

[1034]  %  Tbise  almesses  sbuldesf  ]>ou  doon  of  pine  owne 
propre  }>ingges  and  bastely  and  /  prively  if  J^ou  maist* 
[1035]  But*  najwlees  if  ]k)w  maist*  not*  doon  if  prively 
pou  sbalt*  not*  forbere  almesse  pouje  men  it*  See. 
So  J^af  it*  be  nof  ydo  for  ponke  of  fe  worlde .  but*  oonly 
forto  baue  J^e  J^onke  of  oure  /  lorde  Jhem  crisf  [1036]  H  £for 
as  witnesse])  seint*  Matbewe  .y^.  A.  Cite  may  not*  be  bid  T Kiita^. v«. 
pat*  is  sette  on  a  mounteyn .  ne  men  ligbten  not  a  lanteme  and 
putte  if  Tuder  a  bussbett .  buf  men  sette  if  on  a  candel- 
stik  to  ligbten  pe  men  in  pe  bous.  [1037]  Rijf 
so  sbal  joure  l^f  lijten  tofom  men  paf  pel  mowe 
seen  joure  good  werkes  and  glorifien  ^our  fadere  paf  is  in 
beuene 

[1038]  f  Now  as  to  speken  of  bodily  peyne .  If  stonf  in 
preiers.  in  wakingges  and  in  fastingges  and  in  vertuous 
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techinggea  of  oriBons  [1039]  H  ^e  ahvl  vndeistonde 
^af  orisons  or  pieiers  is  /  forto  seyn  a  pitous  wille  of 
herf  ]}at*  redressej)  in  god  and  expressej)  it*  hj  worde 
outwaidf  to  lemooue  hannlees.  and  to  han  pinges 
espiritnel  and  durable,  and  somtyme  temporel  plngges 
of  whicli  orisons  certes  ]?e  orison  of  ^e  pater  iwstet 
hsif  IhesvL  crisf  enclosed  mosf  ^ingges  [1040]  IT  Certes 
it  is  priuilegged  of  .3.  Jnngges,  in  his  dignite  ffor  wM(^ 
it  is  more  digne  ]>an  eny  o^er  preiere  for  |»t>  ihera 
crist  hjm  self  made  it* .  [1041]  and  it*  is  shorf  for  it  shulcl 
be  conned  more  li^tlj  and  forto  wi]>hold6  if  fe 
more  esely  in  h^rte  and  helpen  hym  self  pe  ofler  wip 
))e  orison  [1042]  and  for  a  man  shuld  be  ]>e  lasse  iveiy 
to  sey  if  /  and  for  a  man  ne  may.  nof  excnsen  bym  to  lerne 
if  if  is  so  shorf  and  so  esy .  and  for  if  comprehendeth  in  if 
self  alls  good  preieis  [1043]  H  The  ezposiciofi  oi  ^is 
holy  preier  ^af  is  so  excellenf  and  digne  I  bytake  to 
fiae  maisters  of  theologie  sanf  J^us  moche  wil  I  seyne. 
]>af  whan  ]yoa  preiesf  )?af  god  /  forjene  fe  pi 
giltes  as  ^ou  forjeuesf  hem  ]}af  argilten  ]>e  be  fal 
wel  ware  ]>af  ]?ow  ne  be  nof  ouf  of  charite  [1044]  This 
holy  ^orison  amennseji  eke  yenyal  synne  and  per£oTQ 
if  aperteneth  specialy  to  penitence. 

[1045]  This  preiere  mosf  be  trewly  saide  in 
veney  fei])  and  ))af  men  prey  to  god  ordynatly  &  dis- 
cretely and  denoutly.  Alway  a  man  shal  putf  his  wifi 
to  be  subiecte  to  fe  wille  of  god  [1046]  This  orison 
mosf  eke  be  saide  wi^  gref  homblesse  and  ful  pore 
honesty  and  nof  to  annoyance  of  eny  man  or  wonunan . 
If  mosf  nedes  be  contynned  with  p&  werkes  of  charite 
[1047]  if  availle))  eke  a^einsf  J^e  yices  of  ]>e  sanle .  ffor  as 

^Utonimui      seif  seynf  lerom  II  By  fastyng*  ben  saued  J»e  vices  of 
flessh  and  by  preiers  J^e  vices  of  fe  saule 

[1048]    II    Afterd    fis    J?ou    shalf    vnderstonde    Jaf 

^ibo/  bodily  peyne  stanf  in  wakinge.  ffor  Thesn  crisf  Bei]>. 

wake]>    and     preie^     ]>af     ^e    ne     entie    in    wikked 
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temptacidns  [1049]  IT  je  slinl  ynderstonde  ]?af  fast- 
jDge  Btonf  in  .3.  thyngges .  In  forbeiynge  of  bodily  mete 
and  drink  and  in  forbeiynge  of  worldly  loUtees .  and  in  f or- 
berynge  of  dedly  synne .  This  is  to  say  ]yaf  a  man  shal 
kepe  hym  /  from  dedly  synne  yriih  al  bis  my^t . 

[1050]  And  )»ow  shalf  ynderstonde  eke  y&if  god 
ordayned  fastyngges  And  to  fastyng<  app«rtenet&  four 
))ingge8.  [105 1]  largenesse  to  poor  folk*.  Gladnes  of 
bert<  espiritn^  nou^t*  to  be  angred  nor  anoyed  ne 
to  grucK  for  be  fastetti  and  also  lesonable  board  forto 
ete  by  mesure .  fa.\f  is  to  say  ]>af  a  man  sbuld  not*  eten  in 
vntyme.  ne  sitte  ye  lenger  at*  bis  table  for  be 
faste]>. 

[1052]  Tban  sbalf  fou  vnderstonds  j^at*  bodily 
peyne  stant*.  in  disciplyne  or  tecbynge.  by  word  or  by  // 
writynge  or  by  ensample  Also  in  weiyng*  of  beires .  eifer 
of  stamyne  eij»er  of  baberion  on  her  naked  fleesb  for  criste^ 
sake  and  sucb  manere  penaunces  [1053]  ^  But*  ware  ]>e  wel 
)»t*  Bucti  manere  penat^nces  ne  make  not*  ]>ine  bert* 
bittei^  or  angiy.  anoyed  of  bym  self.  £for  better  is  to  cast* 
away  pine  beire.  J>an  forto  cast*  away  J)e  swetnesse  of  our 
lorcl  Jheeu.  Crist  [1054]  And  perfore  sei]>  seint*  Fouled 
IT  Clope  30a  as  ]>ei  pat*  beil  chosen  of  god  in  herf^  of 
mysericoicl.  debonairte.  snfirafice  and  such  manor  of 
clo]>inge  of  whiche  Iheffa  ciist*  is  more  apaide  )»an  of 
beire  or  of  hawberkes . 

[1055]  Then  is  disciplyne  eke  in  knokkynge  of 
}i  bresf.  in  sconrgyng*  wi]>  ^eerdes.  in  knelynge  in 
tribnlacions  [1056]  in  sufiiyng*  padently  wrongges  fai^  ■ 
bene  doon  to  bym .  and  eke  in  pacient*  snfiraunce  of  maladies 
or  lesyngges.  of  worldly  Catett  of  wifT  or  childe  or 
oper  ^frendes 

[1057]  Than  sbalt*  ]k>w  ynderstonde  which  )>ingges 
distrowben  penaunce  as  ]>iB  is  in  ]rre  maners.  ^at*  is 
drede.  Shame,  and  hope.  And  whanhopej^af  is  desp^raciofi. 
[1058]  And  forto  speken  /  furst*  of  drede  for  whiche  he 
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yrenep  ]»af  he  may  snffiie  no  penaunce  [1059]  f&r 
a3eiii8f  is  remedje  fforto  ^enk*  y&if  bodily  penaunce.  is 
but*  shortf  and  liteli  at<  fe  regaide  of  pe  peyne  of  belle .  J^af 
is  cruel  and  so  longe  ]>af  it  laste]?  wi]H>aten  ende. 

[1060]  f  Now  i^einst*  ])e  shame  p&\f  a  man  hsLp  to 

shiyuen  hym  [. 

no  gap  in 

the  MS.]  [1061]  ajeinst*  ye  shame  shuld  a  man  ))enk'  ))at^ 
by  pe  way  of  resoil  J^at*  he  pat*  hap  nof  bene  ashamed .  to 
doo  foule  yinggea  Gertes  hym  onjt*  not*  be  ashamed  to 
doofairpinggesand  good  pingge8and]wt*is  confessions.  [1062] 
A  man  shuld  pGok  fat  god  see]>  and  woote  al  his 
)K>U3tes  and  his  werkes  to  hym  may  no  ])inge  be 
hidde  ne  keuered  [1063]  H  Men  shuld  eke  remembre 
hem  of  ye  shame  )>at*  is  to  come  af  ye  day  of  dome  to 
hem  pat*  bene  nou3f  penytent*  and  lif  in  present* 
lifT.  [i  064]  fibr  alle  ye  creatures  in  heuene  in  erpe  and  in  helle 
shuhi  seen  /  apertly  al  pat*  pei  hyden  in  pis  world. 

[1065]  IT  Now  forto  speke  of  pe  hope  of  hem  pat* 
bene  so  negligent^  and  sclowe  to  shryuen  hem  if  stanf  in 
two  manors.  [1066]  That*  oon  is  pat  he  hopep  to  lyre 
longe  and  forto  purchase  mochel  Bichesse  for  his  delite 
and  pan  he  wil  shryuen  hym  as  he  seip 
he  may  as  hym  semep  tymely  ynowe  come  to  shrift^ 
[1067]  IF  Anoper  is  of  pe  Surquidrye  pat*  he  hap  in  cristes 
mercye.  [1068]  And  a^einsf  pe  first*  he  shal  penk 
that*  our  liff  is  in  no  sikemesse  And  eke  paf  alle  pe 
lichesse  of  pe  world  bene  in  aduenture  and  passinge  as  a 
shadows  on  a  walle  [1069]  IT  And  as  seip  seynt*  gregorie 
That*  if  appertenep  to  pe  grete  ri^twisnesse  of  god  paf 
neuer  shal  pe  peyn  stynf  of  hem  paf  neuer 
nolde  wipdrawe  hem  fiom  synne  her  ponkes.  buf 
euer  contynued  per  Inne .  IT  ffor  pilk*  perpetuel  wille  to  done 
synne  shullen  pei  haue  perpetuel  peyne . 

[1070]  IT  Whan-hope  is  in  two  manors  IT  pe  fursf  whan- 
hope  is  in  pe  mercy  of  Grist  IT  Thaf  oper  is  paf  pel 
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pevik  ^af  ])ei  ne  my3f  not*  longe  perseuere  in  good- 
nesse  [107 1]  II  The  furst*  wanhope  commej)  of  J»t»  he 
dome})  p&V  he  hat&  synned  so  gretly  so  ofte  and  so 
longe  liggjng«  in  synne  ))af  he  shal  nof  be  saued 
[1072]  II  Certes  c^einsf  fat*  cursed  wanhope  he  shuld 
Jenk  J>af  fe  passion  of  Ihe^u  crisf  is  more  ^stronge  for- 
to  vnbynde  ]>an  synne  is  forto  bynde 
[1073]  H  And  ajeinst*  pe  seconnd  wanhope  he  shal  feixk* 
)}af  as  often  as  he  falle]>  he  shal  arise  by  penytence. 
And  police  he  neuer  so  long*  haue  lyen  in  synne  ])e 
mexcy  of  crist*  is  alway  redy  to  receyuen  hym  to  mercy 
[1074]  ajeinsf  ])e  wanhope  ]iaf  he  demejy'  ])at*  he 
shuld  not*  longe  p^rseuere  in  goodnesse  H  he  shal  ])enk 
ptkV  fe  feblenesse  of  the  deuel  may  no  ])ing*  doon  but* 
men  willen  sufi&e  hym  [1075]  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  haae  strength 
and  ]?e  helpe  of  god  and  of  al  holy  churche  and  of  J^e 
protection  of  aungels  if  him  lust* 

[1076]  U  Than  shullen  men  vnderstonde  whaf  is  fe  tv«*a 
fruyte  of  penaunce  as  afteie  fe  wordes  of  Ihe^u  Crisf  if  is 
fe  endelees  blisse  of  heuene  [1077]  P^^  ^o^®  ^P  ^o 
contrariouste  of  woo  ne  gieuaunce  ]>er  alle  harmes  ben 
passed  of  fis  present*  liff  wher  as  is  ])e  sikemesse  fro 
)>e  peyn  of  helle  ^r  as  ]»e  blisful  company  ])at* 
reioysen  hem  euermoo  euery  of  o|»er8  loie  [1078]  })er 
as  pe  body  of  man  ]>at*  whilom  was  foule  and  derk*  is 
more  cleer  ]>an  ]>e  sonne  Ther  as  whilom  ]>e  body 
was  seke  and  frele  and  feble  and  morteH  is  ynmorteH  and 
so  stronge  and  so  hool  ]>at*  fet  may  no  pinge  enpeire 
if.  [1079]  wher  as  neij^er  is  hunger  J^resf.ne  cold 
buf  euery  soule  repleynshed  wif  J>e  sijt  of  Je  parfif 
knowynge  of  god  [1080]  This  blisful  regno  may  man 
purchace  by  pouerf  espirituett  and  pe  glorie  by  low- 
nesse.  pe  plente  of  loy  by  hungei'  and  J^resf .  and  pQ 
resf  by  travaille  and  pe  liff  by  deej?  and  mortificaciofi  of 
synne. 
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To  ^ilk<  liff  he  Y8  biinge  ^af  bou^t*  tb  wi^  his  pie- 
dons  blood ./  Amen ./ 

f  Explicit^  CetbnlA  Bectoris ./ 

Here  take>  pe  maker  of  piB  booke  hii  leue  if 

hoSil 

jyrOwe  prey  I  to  hem  alle  J»f  harken  pis  litel  tretiee, 
JL  1  or  rede  ^at*  jif  ^er  be  enj  ^ing*  in  it^  ^  like^ 
hem  ]>at*  ^erof  ]>ei  ^onk  our  loid  Jhesa 
crisf  of  whom  procede^  al  witte  and  al  goodnee. 
[1083]  And  ^if  pei  be  eny  )»ing<  ))at  displese  hem./  I 
prey  hem  also  ^at*  ]>ei  arette  if  to  pe  defaute  of  myne 
vnkonnynge  and  not*  to  my  wille  ]>at  wold  f ol  f ayn  bane 
seide  better  )if  ^af  I  had  hade  connynge.  [1083]  ffor  our 
boke  sei))  f  Afi  )>at*  is  wiiten  is  writen  for  our 
doctrine  &  ^t  is  myfi  entent*  [1084]  ^Wherfore  I 
biseche  joa  mekely  for  pQ  meicy  of  god  |»f  30  prei  for 
me  ))at*  crisf  haae  mercy  on  me  and  forjeue  me  my 
geltys  [1085]  and  namely  of  my  translacions  and  endit- 
inggea  of  worldly  vanytes  ye  which  I  leuoke  in  my  re- 
tiaccions  [1086]  As  is  ^e  boke  of  Troiles.  The  book 
also  of  fame.  The  boke  of  the  xzv.  ladies./  The 
boke  of  )>e  duchesse.  The  boke  of  seynf  valentynes 
day  of  J^e  parlement*  of  biiddes.  The  tales  of  Cant^v 
buiy  J^ilk  pB,t  sownen  into  synne  [1087]  The  book 
of  ye  lyon  and  mony  oyer  bokes  jif  ))ei  were  in  my 
remembrannce .  and  mony  a  songe .  And  mony  a  lecherous 
lay  ])af  Grisf  for  his  gret*  mercy  fo^eue  me  ye  synne. 
[1088]  IT  But*  of  ^e  translaciofi  of  Boys  de  etmsoladone 
and  o])er  bokes  of  legendys  of  seyntes  and  omelies 
and  moralite  &  deuociofi  [1089]  of  ]>af  I  ^nke  our 
lord  IhesvL  ciist*  and  his  blessed/  modere  and  alle  ye 
seyntes  of  heuene  [1090]  bysechyng*  hem  faf  yei  from 
hens  for]?  Tuto  my  lyues  ende  sende  me  grace  to 
bywaile  my  giltes  and  to  stody  to  ye  sauaciofi  of  my 
soule.  and  graunf  me  grace  of  verrey  penaunce.  con- 
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fesrion  and  satisfaccioll  to  doon  in  J^is  piesenf  liff 
[109 1]  ^ighe  fe  benigne  grace  of  hym  pB.if  is  kyng*  of 
kyngges  and  pieest*  of  aHe  preestes  ]>at*  boujt*  ys 
wi]>  fe  predooB  blode  of  his  heif  [1092]  So  ^af  I  may 
bene  oon  of  hem  at*  ]?e  day  of  dome  ])af  shal  be  saued ./  * 
Qui  cum  po^  &  Bpiritu  aando  ^rivi8  &  jegnas  ^eus  ^cetera. 

TTere  ende]>  yt  boke  of  )>e  talys  of  Cant^r^ 
^^  bury  oompiled  by  Gte&ay  Chawcer  on  whoos 
lonle  Ihe^n  erist*  haue  meroy .  ||  AmeH  || 

[Square  painting  of  the  arms  of  Henry  Percy y  ith  Earl 
of  Nwthuwherlandy  K.O.^  quartering  PoyningSf  Fitz  Payn 
and  Bryan.  "Ron  the  right,  F  on  tJie  left  of  the  ehiddy 
in  a  Oarter  with  the  legend  ^  hony  .  eoif  .  qui  .  mal .  y  • 
pence .  .*    A  lion,  unicorn,  ^c ,  in  the  i  comers.] 
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[Christ  Church  MS.  152.]     f^^^^tSf* 

H  Sire  Koimes  preest  cure  boost  seyde  a  none 

y-blessed  be  tby  bretb  &  euery  stoone 

This  was  a  mery  tale  of  Cbaunteclere 

But  be  my  troutbe  if  thou,  were  seculere 

Thow  woldeste  bene  a  tredefoul  a  right 

ffor  if  thow  haue  corage  as  thovL  haste  myght 

The  were  nede  of  henues  as  I  wene 

Ye  moo  than  .vij.  tymes  seventene 

See  whiche  braunnes  hath  this  gentel  pieeste 

So  grete  a  nekke  &  so  large  a  breeste 

He  loketh  as  a  Sparhauke  with  his  yen 

Hym  nedeth  nat  his  colour  for  to  dyen  D«f  174^  «ign.  k  s] 

with  Brasile  ne  with  Greyne  of  Portyngale  / 

Now  aire  f aire  falle  yow  for  youre  tale 

And  af  tir  he  with  futt  mery  chere 

Saide  ynto  a  nother  as  ye  shulle  here 

Here  ia  ended  the  Honnes  prestes  tale 

And  folowil^  the  prologe  of  the  Mannoiples  tale 
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L  End  of  the  SunCnet's  Tale,  1.  2159-2294  of 
Group  D,  §  6,  from  the  Additional  MS. 
5140  in  the  British  Museum.  (Twould  have 
foUowd  p.  334  ahove,  had  it  been  in  the 
Petworth  MS.,  instead  of  the  spurious  lines 
there  given.) ...       705 

2.  The  ClerkrMerchard^Llnkj  Group  E,  §  3,  from 
the  Additional  MS.  5140,  British  Museum. 
(Twould  have  followd  p.  373  above  (instead 
of  the  Merchants  End^IAnk,  p.  374),  had  it 
been  in  the  Petworth  MS.) 710 

S.  Drawings  of  the  23  Tellers  of  the  24  Caivterlury 
TcUea,  copied  from  the  Ellesmere  MS.,^  and 
cut  on  wood  by  Mr  Hooper. 

4.  Drawings  of  6  Tellers  of  6  Canterbury  Tales, — the 
Eeeve,  Cook,  Monk,  Pardoner,  Wife  of  Bath, 
and  Manciple — and  6  Allego7ncal  Figures — 
Wrath  and  Mercy,  Gluttony  and  Abstinence, 
Lechery  and  Chastity, — from  the  Cambridge 
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SicB'Temt  Ordw  of  Ibles, 

1.  Knight 

2.  MiUer 
S.  BMve 

4.  Cook 

5.  Man  of  Law 

6.  Shipman 

7.  Priorefls 

8.  Ghanoer 

9.  Monk 

10.  Nun's  Priest 

11.  Dootor     \ 

12.  Pardoner/      "' 
IS.  Wife  of  Bafh^ 

14.  Friar  \ 

15.  Smn'ner         J 
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17.  Merchant/     —     ' 

18.  Squire      \ 

19.  Franklin  /     —     ' 

20.  Second  Nun        \ 

21.  Canon's  Yeoman  / ' 

22.  Manciple        ...     . 
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EUemere  MS.  Order, 

1.  Knight  1 

2.  Miller  I 
8.  Reeve    f 

4.  Cook     J 

5.  Man  of  Law    .. 

6.  Wife  of  Bath  ^ 

7.  Friar  \ 

8.  Sum^ner        J 

9.  Clerk        \ 

10.  Merchant/     " 

11.  Squire      \ 

12.  Franklin  /     - 

15.  Doctor     1 
14.  Pardoner/ 

16.  Shipnuui 

16.  Prioress 

17.  Chaucer 

18.  Monk 

19.  Nun*s  Priest  J 

20.  Second  Nun         1 

21.  Canon's  Teoman/ 

22.  Manciple 

28.  Parson     
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1. 

END  OF  THE  SUMMONER'S  TALE. 

[Addti.  5140,  Brit  Mus.,  on  leaf  123,  haeL] 

[And  fet  bis  f elawe  /  ther  that  lay  hia  store 
He  loked  as  he  were  a  wilde  bore 

And  grynt  with  the  teth  /  so  was  he  wrotfi  2161 

A  sturdy  pas  /  dotm  to  the  court  he  goth 
Wher  that  ther  woned  /  a  man  of  grete  honour 
To  whom  that  he  /  was  alway  confessour  2164 

This  worthy  mail  /  was  lorde  of  that  vyllage 
This  ffrere  cam  /  as  he  were  in  a  rage       Sompnour  [miu] 
Wher  as  the  lorde  /  sat  etyug  at  his  horde 
Vneth  myht  the  frere  /  speke  a  worde  2168 

PETWORTH  706  (6-T.  897)  [this  page,  Addit.  6140] 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


398  8IZ-T8XT 

706  GROUP  D.   §  6.  summoneb'b  talk.   Addit.  VS.  6140 

Til  at  last  /  he  seid  god  you  see  [a4ait.nma3 

This  lorde  gan  look  /  and  sayd  benedidte 
What  ffreie  lohii)  /  what  maner  worlde  is  this 
I  see  weel  /  that  som  thing  is  a-mys  2172 

Te  looke  /  as  the  woode  wer  ful  of  thevys 
Sit  doun  a-noon)  /  and  telle  me  what  yon  gievis 
And  it  shall  ben  amendid  /  yf  y  may 
1  haue  quod  he  /  had  a  foul  despyt  this  day  2176 

God  yelde  it  you  /  a-doun  in  your  Tillage 
That  in  this  worlde  /  ther  nys  so  pore  a  pape 
That  he  nolde  haue  /  abhomynactbun 
Of  that  y  haue  /  receyred  /  in  the  toun  2180 

And  yit  ne  greyith  it  me  also  sore 
As  that  the  olde  chirle  /  with  lokkis  hooie 
Blasfemed  hatii  /  our  holy  covent  eek 
Nowe  maister  quod  this  loxde  /  y  you  beseeche  2184 

No  maister  quod  he  /  but  a  servitour 
Thouh  y  haue  had  in  scole  /  that  honour 
Qod.  lyketh  nat  /  that  raby  men  yb  calle 
Kothir  in  Markat  /  ne  in  your  Luge  halle  2188 

Ko  force  quod  he  /  but  telle  me  idl  your  greeff 
Sir  quod  this  ffrere  /  an  odious  myschieff 
This  day  betid  is  /  myh)  ordre  and  me 
And  so  par  consequens  /  in  eche  degre  2192 

Of  holy  chirch  ^  /  god  amende  it  sone  P  Lookt  vm  ehodw  la  a*  too 
Sir  qttod  the  lorde  /  ye  wot  what  is  to  done 
Distempir  you  nat  /  ye  be  my  confessour 
Ye  be  salt  of  the  erth  /  and  the  souour  2196 

ffor  goddis  love  /  your  pacient  now  holde  it^vu,  »m*3 

TdH  me  your  greef  /  and  a-non  he  him  tolde 
As  ye  haue  herd  befome  /  ye  wot  well  what 
The  lady  of  the  hous  /  ay  8ti&  sat  2200 

Tyl  she  hadde  harde  /  a&  what  the  ffirere  said 
By  goddis  modir  quod  she  /  the  blisful  mayd 
Is  ther  auht  ellis  /  telle  me  feiiMully 
Madame  quod  he  /  how  thinke  ye  herby  2204 
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How  that  me  thenkytli  quod  she  /  80  god  me  spede  JJ^"* 

I  Bey  a  cherl  /  hatll  doii)  a  cherlis  dede 

What  Bholde  y  sey  /  god  lat  '^™  nevir  the 

His  sike  hed  /  is  ful  of  vanyte  2208 

I  holde  him  /  in  a  maneei  ffirenesie 

Madame  qiiod  he  /  bi  god  y  shatt  not  lye 

But  yf  y  /  be  any  weyes  may  be  wieke 

I  shidi  diffame  bim  /  oviiaH  wher  y  speke  2212 

The  fals  blasphemour  /  that  chaigid  me 

To  depart  /  that  wol  not  departed  be 

To  eueiych  man  /  alycli  wt't/t  myschaunce 

The  lord  sat  stytt  /  as  he  wore  in  a  traunce  2216 

And  in  his  hert  /  he  rolleth  vp  and  doun 

How  that  this  cherle  /  had  ymaginacioon 

To  shewe  such  a  probleme  /  to  the  f&ere 

Nevii  e[r]st  er  nowe  /  her  y  of  such  matere  2220 

I  trow  the  devifi  /  put  it  in  his  mynde 

In  ars  /  shaH  no  man  /  metryk  fynde 

Byforn)  this  day  /  of  such  a  questioun 

Who  sholde  make  /  a  demoTzstraciOU?)  2224 

That  eaery  man)  /  shulde  haue  lyk  his  part 

As  of  soun  /  or  of  savour  /  of  a  fart 

0  nyce  prowde  chiitt  /  y  shrew  bis  &ce 

Loo  sirs  quod  the  lorde  /  what  harde  grace  2228 

To  euery  man  lyk  /  telle  me  howe        Sompnour     r<««^i»j 

That  a  fart  /  sholde  be  departed  nowe 

It  is  an  Impossible  /  it  may  nat  be 

Ey  nyce  cherl  /  god  lat  him  neyir  the  2232 

The  romblyng  /  of  a  fart  /  and  euery  soun 

Nys  but  of  heyr  /  reuerberactoun 

And  ther  it  wasteth  /  lytel  and  lytel  a-wey 

Ther  is  no  man)  /  can  deme  bi  my  fey  2236 

Yf  that  it  were  /  departed  equally 

What  lo  my  cherle  /  lo  howe  ahrewdely 

Ynto  my  confessour  /  to  day  he  spak 

1  holde  him  certayn)  /  a  demonyak  2240 
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Kow  ete  your  mete  /  and  lat  the  cbirle  go  play  [A^tft  MB  ntf] 
Lat  him  go  hang  him  self  /  a  deyylway 

[The  Solution  of  the  "  Prohleme  "  by  the  LorcPs  Squire. 
No  break  in  the  MS.] 

Now  stood  the  lordia  Sqwyer  /  atte  boorde 
That  kaif  his  mete  /  and  herd  woorde  bi  wooide         2244 
Of  aU  thing  /  whiche  y  haue  said 
My  lorde  quod  he  /  be  ye  nat  eviti  a-payde 
I  cowde  telle  /  for  a  gowne  clotH 

To  you  sir  frere  /  so  ye  be  nat  wrotfi  2248 

How  that  a  ffart  /  shaA  evene  delt  bo 
A-mong  your  covent  /  yif  it  lyke  the 
T^  quod  the  lorde  /  and  thou  shalt  haue  a-non) 
A  gowne  clolft  /  bi  god  and  bi  seint  lohn)  2252 

My  lord  quod  he  /  whan  that  the  wedir  is  fair 
Eyht  her  bifore  you  /  sitting  in  a  chayr 
Lat  bryng  a  cart  wheel  /  her  in-to  this  hali 
But  loke  that  it  haue  /  his  spokys  holis  aH  2256 

xij.  spokys  /  hath  a  cart  wheel  comon)ly 
And  bryng  me  x\j.  flftwys  /  wyte  ye  why 
flfor  xiij*^  is  a  covent  as  y  gesse  / 

Your  confessour  heer  /  for  his  woi-thynesse  2260 

Shafi  paTforme  vp  the  noumbre  of  his  covent     ll«^flti,  baek^ 
Thanne  shsdi  ye  knele  adoun  /  bi  oon  assent 
And  to  eu^ry  spokis  ende  /  in  this  maneer 
£^  sadly  ley  in  his  nose  /  shaB.  a  ffrere  2264 

your  noble  confessour  /  god  him  save 
Shidi  holde  his  nose  vpiiht  /  vndir  the  nave 
Thanne  shati  thiu  chirl  /  with  bely  styf  and  toulit 
As  any  tabur  /  hidir  be  brouht  2268 

And  set  him  on  the  wheel  /  ryht  of  this  carte 
Vpon)  the  nave  /  and  make  him  let  a  fart 
And  ye  shaH  seyn)  /  vp  pereil  of  my  lyf 
By  preeff  /  whiche  is  demonstratyf  2272 
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That  equally  /  the  soun  of  it  wol  wende  [Addit  as  sido] 

And  eek  the  etynk*  /  vnto  the  spokys  eende       SiSlS^**'^*^ 

Sauf  that  this  woithi  man)  your  confessour 

Bicause  he  is  a  man  /  of  gret  honour  2276 

Shal  haue  the  first  frute  /  as  resoun  is 

The  noble  vsage  of  ffreris  /  it  is  this 

The  worthiest  man  of  hem  al  /  sh^  ferst  be  served^  ZV^^*^ 

And  certeynly  /  he  hath  it  wel  deseraed  2280 

He  hath  to  day  tauht  vs  /  so  moch  good 

Wyth  preching  in  the  pulpet  /  ther  he  stood 

That  y  may  vouchesauf  /  y  say  for  me 

He  hadde  the  first  smdl  /  of  ffartig  thie  2284 

And  so  woA  sM.  thys  coyent  hardely 

He  berith  him  so  fair  /  and  so  hoolyly 

The  lord  /  the  lady  /  and  ech  man)  sauf  the  ffrer^ 

Said  that  laynkyn)  /  spake  in  his  mateer«  2288 

As  w^  as  Euclido  /  or  Partholome 

Touchyng  the  Cherlis  /  thei  seideu)  /  subtilte 

And  bi  witt  /  made  him  speke  as  he  spake 

He  is  no  fool ./  nor  no  domynyak  Sompnour   Us^fiM} 

And  laynkyn)  /  hatfi  wonne  a  new  gowne  2293 

My  tale  is  don)  /  we  be  almost  at  towne 

Explicit  fabula  Apparitoris]    9rtract  §top§} 


PETWORTH   709   (6-T.  401)   [this  pogC,  Addit.  6140] 


Digitized  by  CjrOOQ iC 


442  BIX-TBZT 

710  oBoup  B.  §  3.  CLERK-MBBCHANT-LIN1L  Addit  KS.  5140l 

2. 

[Addit.  MS,  Brit  Mus.,  5140,  Zeq/ 148.1 

Maichftant 
[  «  m  r  Epyng  and  weylyng  /  care  and  othir  sorwe 

a/ «/     I  knowe  Inonli  /  on  e^yn  and  on  morwe 

f   T      Quod  the  marchaunt  /  and  so  don  othir  mo 

That  weddid  be  /  I  tiowe  that  it  be  so  1216 

fful  wel  J  wot  /  it  ferith  so  by  me 

I  haue  a  wyf  /  wots  may  non  be 

ffor  thouh  the  feende  /  to  hir  coplid  were 

She  wolde  him  ouyr  macche  /  I  dar  wel  swero  1220 

What  shnlde  y  reherce  /  in  spedalla 

Hir  hih  malice  /  she  is  a  shrewe  wyth  alle 

Ther  is  a  long  /  and  a  large  difference 

Betwene  Grisildes  /  grete  pacience  1224 

And  of  my  wyf  /  the  passing  cruelte 

wer  y  on-boonde  /  also  mot  y  the 

I  wolde  neuir  eft  /  com  in  the  snare 

we  weddid  men  /  lyve  in  sorwe  and  care  1228 

Assay  who  wyil:  /  and  he  shaH  fynde 

That  y  sey  soth  /  be  seynt  Thomas  of  ynde 

As  for  the  more  partye  /  y  sey  nat  alld 

God  shelde  /  that  it  sholde  so  be-falla  1232 

A  good  sire  ost '  /  y  haue  wedded  be  p  ?  jcvoft] 

Thes  monethes  too  /  and  moo  nat  paide 

And  yit  y  trowe  /  that  he  that  aXt  his  lyf 

wyfles  hath  ben  /  thouh  that  men  wolde  him  ryflb      1236 

Vnto  the  hert  /  ne  cowde  he  in  no  maneer 

Tellen  ys  so  moche  sorwe  /  as  I  nowe  heer 

Cowde  telle  of  my  wyfys  /  cursidnesse 

Nowe  quod  our  ost  /  marchaunt  so  god  you  blisse       1240 

Sith  so  mychil  /  knowe  ye  of  that  arte 

fful  hertely  y  pray  /  telle  vs  a  parte 

Gladly  qtiod  he  /  but  of  myn  owne  sore 

ffor  sory  hert  /  y  telle  may  no  more  1244 

Szplioit  prologns  Mercatoris]        [A4ditniiio«cinM<«Mi9] 
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